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STATE OF MAINE

1315T LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILLS AND
SUMMARIES OF ENACTED LAWS

This Legislative Digest of Bills and Summaries of Enacted Laws provides the disposition of all LDs and
summaries of all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular and First Special Sessions of the
131st Maine Legislature. Please note that all LDs and proposed amendments may be found through the
Legislature’s webpage, and each includes a summary of what the bill or amendment proposed.

The Legislative Digest of Bills and Summaries of Enacted Laws is arranged alphabetically by committee.
Within each committee section is a subject index of all LDs considered by that committee as well as a digest
of the LDs, arranged by LD number. Also included are enacted law summaries of the LDs enacted or
finally passed. Brief analyst notes on certain LDs are also included: a committee digest will indicate if
additional notes are provided for an LD. These notes add information staff found useful and may provide
useful information to users of this Digest; please note that most LDs do not have a note and lack of a note
should not be interpreted as having any significance. A separate section of the Digest provides a digest of
the relatively few LDs that were not referred to a committee or reported from a committee as a committee
bill; enacted law summaries of the LDs enacted or finally passed are provided. Finally, an appendix
provides a summary of relevant session statistics.

The final disposition of each LD is noted in the relevant summary digest and index. The following describes
the various final actions.

CARRIED OVER.......cccovoiiiieeiieiieeee et carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature
CON RES XXX ..ottt chapter # of constitutional resolution passed by both houses
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE...............ceeven..... Committee of Conference unable to agree; legislation died
DIED BETWEEN HOUSES .......oooviiiieieeeetet e House & Senate disagreed; legislation died
DIED IN CONCURRENCE ..........ccccoovvvviaiannn. defeated in each house, but on different motions; legislation died
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT ......cooviiiiieieeiaeieeee e action incomplete when session ended, legislation died
EMERGENCY ..o enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days after session adjournment
FAILED, EMERGENCY ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE ............ emergency failed to receive required 2/3 vote
FAILED, ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE.........cccooooiiiiiiiiiie e failed to receive final majority vote
FAILED, MANDATE ENACTMENT............cccvvveeean legislation proposing local mandate failed required 2/3 vote
HELD BY GOVERNOR ............. Governor has not signed, final disposition to be determined at subsequent session
LEAVE TO WITHDRAW ..ottt sponsor’s request to withdraw legislation granted
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY ...........cccceuee... ruled out of order by the presiding officer;, legislation died
INDEF PPttt indefinitely postponed, legislation died
ONTP, ACCEPTED, MAJORITY, MINORITY or REPORT X....ought-not-to-pass report accepted; legislation died
PES XXX oo chapter # of enacted private & special law
PUBLIC XXX ...ttt st ebe et eneeeneeneen chapter # of enacted public law
RESOLVE XXX ..ottt ettt chapter # of finally passed resolve
VETO SUSTAINED..........cooviiiiiiiieee et Legislature failed to override Governor's veto

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular and First Special Sessions of
the 131st Legislature is Thursday, June 29, 2023 and Wednesday, October 25, 2023, respectively. The
effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure may be found in the enacted law summary
for that legislation.
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Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

Enacted

Not
Enacted

Enacted

Not
Enacted

Enacted

LD 315

LD 901

LD 1670

LD 1767

LD 220

LD 579

LD 1511

LD 595

LD 1121

LD 1216

LD 289

SUBJECT INDEX

Agricultural Development

An Act to Provide Funding for Programs Benefiting Maine Farmers

Resolve, to Establish a Stakeholder Group to Inform the Development
of a Farm Apprenticeship Pilot Program

An Act to Strengthen Maine's Agriculture, Food and Forest Economy
by Funding the Maine Agriculture, Food and Forest Products
Investment Fund and Amending Related Provisions of Law

An Act to Require the University of Maine to Provide Education
Regarding Meat and Poultry Processing

An Act to Support Maine's Farmers in the Development of Sustainable
Irrigation

An Act to Support Farmland Conservation and Transition Planning for
Farmers

An Act to Update the Laws Governing the University of Maine
System's Board of Agriculture and to Rename the Maine Agricultural
Experiment Station

Animal Welfare

An Act to Establish the Companion Animal Sterilization Program in
the Maine Revised Statutes

An Act to Change Responsibility for Animal Control Officer Training
to the Department of Public Safety

An Act to Create the Animal Cruelty Task Force

Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

An Act to Amend the Laws Governing the Advisory Committee on the
Fund to Address PFAS Contamination

Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

Page Number: 1 of 6

PUBLIC 427

RESOLVE 110

PUBLIC 470

PUBLIC 473

CARRIED OVER

CARRIED OVER

CARRIED OVER

PUBLIC 484

ONTP

ONTP

PUBLIC 212



Not
Enacted

Enacted

Not
Enacted

Not
Enacted

LD 782

LD 1678

LD 606

LD 1150

LD 1916

LD 1947

LD 568

LD 650

LD 682

LD 1612

LD 1812

LD 1823

LD 403

An Act to Support Statewide Economic Opportunities Through
Strategic Investments of Property and Funds, Including Emergency
Relief Funds

Resolve, Directing the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and
Forestry to Study and Report on Soil Carbon Sequestration Incentive
Programs

An Act Regarding Development of a Program to Assist Farmers
Affected by Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances
Contamination

Resolve, Requiring the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and
Forestry to Document, Disclose and Publish All Best Management
Practices Regarding the Use of Noise Devices to Control Birds at
Orchards

An Act to Classify Meat and Poultry Products Inspections as Essential

Services

Food Policy

An Act to Amend the Maine Food Sovereignty Act

An Act to Provide Funding for the Fund to Address Food Insecurity
and Provide Nutrition Incentives

An Act to Improve Maine Agriculture and Food Systems

An Act Regarding Labeling of Packaged Foods for Genetically
Modified Organisms

An Act to Address Food Insecurity and Support Local Agriculture
An Act to Provide a Source of Funding for the Construction and

Implementation of a Food Security Hub

An Act to Respect and Protect the Right to Food

Harness Racing

An Act to Improve Harness Racing in Maine by Repealing the Law
Governing Standardbred Horses Eligible for Registration

Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry
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PUBLIC 120

RESOLVE 43

ONTP

ONTP

CARRIED OVER

PUBLIC 420

CARRIED OVER

CARRIED OVER

ONTP

Died On

Adjournment

ONTP

CARRIED OVER

Majority (ONTP)
Report



Enacted

Not
Enacted

Enacted

Not
Enacted

LD 24

LD 993

LD 1886

LD 1985

LD 574

LD 1881

LD 1068

LD 1110

LD 1201

LD 1227

LD 1274

LD 1441

LD 1682

Maine Forest Service

An Act to Prohibit Certain Open Burning Under a Red Flag Warning
and Regulate Recreational Campfires

An Act to Facilitate Stakeholder Input Regarding Forest Policy in
Maine

Resolve, to Construct a New District Headquarters Building for the
Bureau of Forestry in Fort Kent

An Act to Authorize Removal of Requirements of Forest Certification
Systems from the State's Forest Management Plans

Miscellaneous

An Act to Amend the Laws Governing Working Waterfront Covenants

An Act Regarding Compensation Fees and Related Conservation
Efforts to Protect Soils and Wildlife and Fisheries Habitat from Solar
and Wind Energy Development and High-impact Electric Transmission
Lines Under the Site Location of Development Laws

An Act to Ban the Hunting of Animals in Enclosed Areas

An Act Regarding Calibration Requirements for Certain Testing and
Measurement Equipment

Resolve, Requiring the Director of the Bureau of Parks and Lands to
Convey Interest in a Parcel of Land at the Newfield Wildlife
Management Area to a Private Landowner

An Act to Balance Renewable Energy Development with Natural and
Working Lands Conservation

An Act to Increase Land Access for Historically Disadvantaged
Populations

An Act to Enhance State Oversight of Water Use and Water Resources

An Act to Create the Maine Experiential Education Program

Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry
Page Number: 3 of 6

PUBLIC 56

CARRIED OVER

CARRIED OVER

CARRIED OVER

PUBLIC 70

PUBLIC 448

ONTP

ONTP

ONTP

CARRIED OVER

CARRIED OVER

CARRIED OVER

CARRIED OVER



Enacted

Not
Enacted

LD 1700

LD 1817

LD 797

LD 1346

LD 1659

LD 1930

LD 1969

LD 25

LD 56

LD 294

LD 791

LD 806

LD 988

LD 1218

LD 1219

An Act to Protect Agricultural Lands by Creating a Permitting Process
for Solar Development on Those Lands

An Act to Support Outdoor Education by Establishing the Outdoor
School for All Maine Students Program

Parks and Public Lands

Resolve, to Authorize the Conveyance of Real Property to the Capitol
Area Recreation Association

Resolve, Authorizing the Director of the Bureau of Parks and Lands
Within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to
Lease Certain Land Within Somerset County

Resolve, Authorizing the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and
Forestry, Bureau of Parks and Lands to Enter into Certain Leases

Resolve, to Authorize the Exchange of Interest in Certain Lands
Owned by the State in Piscataquis County

An Act to Expand the Use of Funds to Support Land Conservation

An Act to Provide Indigenous Peoples Free Access to State Parks

An Act to Provide Free Admission to State Parks and Historic Sites for
the Immediate Family Members of Veterans and Active Military
Personnel

An Act to Include a Tribal Member in the Baxter State Park Authority

An Act to Support the Maintenance, Preservation and Promotion of
Historic Sites

Resolve, to Study the Issue of Persons Who Go Missing in State Parks

Resolve, Directing the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and
Forestry to Conduct an Accessibility Study of All Maine State Parks
and Historic Sites and to Develop a Plan to Remove Access Barriers

An Act Establishing a System to Appeal Administrative Actions or
Management Plans of the Bureau of Parks and Lands

An Act to Establish Rights for Holders of Certain Leases and
Easements on Land Managed by the Bureau of Parks and Lands

Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry
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ONTP

CARRIED OVER

RESOLVE 109

RESOLVE 18

RESOLVE 46

RESOLVE 50

PUBLIC 284

CARRIED OVER

CARRIED OVER

CARRIED OVER

CARRIED OVER

ONTP

CARRIED OVER

Minority (ONTP)
Report

Majority (ONTP)
Report



Not
Enacted

Enacted

Enacted

Not
Enacted

LD 1285

LD 1349

LD 1989

LD 1021

LD 1162

LD 8

LD 1770

LD 285

LD 384

LD 415

LD 834

LD 1996

An Act to Extend Funding for the Land for Maine's Future Program

An Act to Review State Lands and Waterways That Have Sacred,
Traditional or Other Significance to the Wabanaki People

Resolve, to Modify the Deed for a Parcel of Property in the Town of
Carrabassett Valley to Allow for Workforce Housing

Pest Management

An Act to Support Research, Education and Outreach Efforts at the
University of Maine Cooperative Extension Tick Laboratory

An Act to Increase Support for the Community Forestry Fund

Pesticides

An Act to Increase Support for the Modernization of the Board of

Pesticides Control by Increasing the Annual Pesticide Registration Fee

Resolve, Directing the Board of Pesticides Control to Transition to
Electronic Submission of Pesticides Sales and Use Data

Regulated Products

An Act to Remove the Requirement for Wild Blueberry Transportation

Permits

An Act to Provide Emergency Aid to Dairy Farmers Affected by the
Crisis in Production Costs
An Act to Allow Nonalcoholic Sparkling Cider to Be Sold in Maine

An Act to Ensure Transparency in the Labeling of Meat as Grass-fed

An Act to Regulate Synthetic Hemp-derived Cannabinoids

Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry
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CARRIED OVER

CARRIED OVER

CARRIED OVER

CARRIED OVER

CARRIED OVER

PUBLIC 22

RESOLVE 71

PUBLIC 18

PUBLIC 429

PUBLIC 175

PUBLIC 74

CARRIED OVER



Timber Harvesting

Enacted LD 390 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 25: RESOLVE 6

Standards for Placing Wood into Stream Channels to Enhance Cold
Water Fisheries Habitat, a Major Substantive Rule of the Department
of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Forestry

LD 1849 An Act to Ensure Fair and Timely Payment in the Harvesting of Forest PUBLIC 357
Products

LD 1874 An Act to Support Maine Forest Workers' Right to Work in Maine by ~ PUBLIC 380
Improving Labor Standards

Not

Enacted LD 1048 An Act Regarding the Authority of Municipalities to Regulate Timber  Died On

Harvesting Adjournment

Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry
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DIGEST OF BILLS

131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023

Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

Date of last
Comm Final Enacted Law Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition Law cCh Note? |S
An Act to Increase Support for the Modernization of the
Board of Pesticides Control by Increasing the Annual Reported
ACF 8 |Pesticide Registration Fee Out|OTP-AM 3/20/23 Enacted PL 22 ©\
OTP-
An Act to Prohibit Certain Open Burning Under a Red Flag Reported| AM/OTP-
ACF 24 |Warning and Regulate Recreational Campfires Out|AM 4/20/23 Enacted PL 56 d
An Act to Provide Indigenous Peoples Free Access to State Carry Over Carried in
ACF 25 |Parks Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
An Act to Provide Free Admission to State Parks and Carried On
Historic Sites for the Immediate Family Members of Reported Approps
ACF 56 |Veterans and Active Military Personnel Out|OTP-AM Table 3/23/23 v
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Require the Bureau of Parks and Lands to Reported to Joint Rule
ACF 77 |Maintain Public Restrooms at State Parks Out|ONTP 2/6/23 310 =
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Establish a Logger Relations Advocate Within the Reported to Joint Rule
ACF 108 |Maine Forest Service Out|ONTP 2/27/23 310 =
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
Reported to Joint Rule
ACF 157 |Resolve, to Improve Standards for Animal Rescue Entities Out|ONTP 2/27/23 310 =
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Facilitate the Construction of a Firehouse by Reported to Joint Rule
ACF 159 [Sinclair Township Out|ONTP 2/27/23 310 =

131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023

DIGEST OF BILLS
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DIGEST OF BILLS

131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023
Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

Date of last -
Comm Final Enacted Law Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition Law Ch Note? |S
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Allow a Person to File a Paper Copy of a Timber Reported to Joint Rule
ACF 180 [Harvest Notification Form Out|ONTP 3/17/23 310 =
Carried On
An Act to Support Maine's Farmers in the Development of Reported Approps
ACF 220 [Sustainable Irrigation Out|OTP-AM Table 5/24/23 v
An Act to Remove the Requirement for Wild Blueberry Reported Emergency
ACF 285 [Transportation Permits Out|OTP 3/8/23 Enacted PL 18 =
An Act to Amend the Laws Governing the Advisory Reported
ACF 289 |Committee on the Fund to Address PFAS Contamination Out|OTP-AM 6/5/23 Enacted PL 212 d
An Act to Include a Tribal Member in the Baxter State Park Carry Over Carried in
ACF 294 |Authority Approved Comm 7/25/23 v
An Act to Provide Funding for Programs Benefiting Maine Reported
ACF 315 [Farmers Out|OTP-AM 4/13/23 Enacted PL 427 ©\
An Act to Provide Emergency Aid to Dairy Farmers Affected Reported
ACF 384 |by the Crisis in Production Costs Out|OTP-AM 4/20/23 Enacted PL 429 v
Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of
Chapter 25: Standards for Placing Wood into Stream
Channels to Enhance Cold Water Fisheries Habitat, a Major
Substantive Rule of the Department of Agriculture, Reported Emergency
ACF 390 |Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Forestry Out|OTP-AM 3/22/23 | Finally Passed | RESLV 6 d
An Act to Improve Harness Racing in Maine by Repealing Accepted
the Law Governing Standardbred Horses Eligible for Reported Majority
ACF 403 |Registration Out|ONTP/OTP 4/4/23 (ONTP) Report ©
An Act to Allow Nonalcoholic Sparkling Cider to Be Sold in Reported
ACF 415 |Maine Out|OTP 3/30/23 Enacted PL 175 ©\

131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023
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DIGEST OF BILLS

131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023
Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

Date of last -
Comm Final Enacted Law Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition law Ch Note? |S
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Ensure Maine Residents Have Priority Access to Reported to Joint Rule
ACF 562 |State Park Campsites Out|ONTP 3/8/23 310 =
Carried On
An Act to Provide Funding for the Fund to Address Food Reported Approps
ACF 568 |Insecurity and Provide Nutrition Incentives Out|OTP-AM Table 3/28/23 v
An Act to Amend the Laws Governing Working Waterfront Reported
ACF 574 [Covenants Out|OTP-AM 4/13/23 Enacted PL 70 ©\
An Act to Support Farmland Conservation and Transition Carry Over Carried in
ACF 579 [Planning for Farmers Approved Comm 7/25/23 v
An Act to Establish the Companion Animal Sterilization Reported
ACF 595 [Program in the Maine Revised Statutes Out|OTP-AM 6/5/23 Enacted PL 484 ©\
Ought Not to
An Act Regarding Development of a Program to Assist Pass Pursuant
Farmers Affected by Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl Reported to Joint Rule
ACF 606 [Substances Contamination Out|ONTP 4/13/23 310 @
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Allow Open Burning in the Snow Without a Reported to Joint Rule
ACF 634 [Permit Out|ONTP 3/8/23 310 =
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Include Cats in the Laws Governing Animal Reported to Joint Rule
ACF 644 [Trespass Out|ONTP 3/8/23 310 =
Carry Over Carried in
ACF 650 |An Act to Improve Maine Agriculture and Food Systems Approved Comm 7/25/23 v

131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023
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DIGEST OF BILLS

131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023
Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

Date of last -
Comm Final Enacted Law Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition law Ch Note? |S
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act Regarding Labeling of Packaged Foods for Reported to Joint Rule
ACF 682 |Genetically Modified Organisms Out|ONTP 4/13/23 310 ©w
An Act to Support Statewide Economic Opportunities
Through Strategic Investments of Property and Funds, Reported
ACF 782 |Including Emergency Relief Funds Out|OTP-AM 5/11/23 Enacted PL 120 «v
Carried On
An Act to Support the Maintenance, Preservation and Reported Approps
ACF 791 |Promotion of Historic Sites Out|OTP-AM Table 4/13/23 «v
Resolve, to Authorize the Conveyance of Real Property to Reported
ACF 797 |the Capitol Area Recreation Association Out|OTP-AM 5/15/23 | Finally Passed | RESLV 109 d
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
Resolve, to Study the Issue of Persons Who Go Missing in Reported to Joint Rule
ACF 806 [State Parks Out|ONTP 3/24/23 310 ©v
An Act to Ensure Transparency in the Labeling of Meat as Reported
ACF 834 |Grass-fed Out|OTP-AM 4/19/23 Enacted PL 74 «v
Resolve, to Establish a Stakeholder Group to Inform the Reported
ACF 901 |Development of a Farm Apprenticeship Pilot Program Out|OTP-AM 5/24/23 | Finally Passed | RESLV 110 «v
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
Reported to Joint Rule
ACF 970 |An Act to Provide for the Humane Treatment of Chickens Out|ONTP 3/22/23 310 =
Resolve, Directing the Department of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry to Conduct an Accessibility Carried On
Study of All Maine State Parks and Historic Sites and to Reported Approps
ACF 988 [Develop a Plan to Remove Access Barriers Out|OTP-AM Table 5/2/23 «v

DIGEST OF BILLS
131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023
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DIGEST OF BILLS

131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023
Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

Date of last -
Comm Final Enacted Law Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition law Ch Note? |S
Carried On
An Act to Facilitate Stakeholder Input Regarding Forest Reported|OTP- Approps
ACF 993 |Policy in Maine Out|AM/ONTP Table 5/15/23 v
An Act to Support Research, Education and Outreach Carried On
Efforts at the University of Maine Cooperative Extension Reported Approps
ACF 1021 |Tick Laboratory Out|OTP-AM Table 4/26/23 v
An Act Regarding the Authority of Municipalities to Reported Died On
ACF 1048 [Regulate Timber Harvesting Out|OTP-AM 4/13/23 | Adjournment @
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
Reported to Joint Rule
ACF 1068 |An Act to Ban the Hunting of Animals in Enclosed Areas Out|ONTP 4/12/23 310 ©v
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act Regarding Calibration Requirements for Certain Reported to Joint Rule
ACF 1110 [Testing and Measurement Equipment Out|ONTP 4/13/23 310 @
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Change Responsibility for Animal Control Officer Reported to Joint Rule
ACF 1121 [Training to the Department of Public Safety Out|ONTP 4/12/23 310 @
Resolve, Requiring the Department of Agriculture, Ought Not to
Conservation and Forestry to Document, Disclose and Pass Pursuant
Publish All Best Management Practices Regarding the Use Reported to Joint Rule
ACF | 1150 |of Noise Devices to Control Birds at Orchards Out|ONTP 4/6/23 310 @
Carried On
An Act to Increase Support for the Community Forestry Reported|OTP- Approps
ACF 1162 [Fund Out|/AM/ONTP Table 4/26/23 ©v

131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023
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DIGEST OF BILLS

131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023
Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

Date of last -
Comm Final Enacted Law Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition law Ch Note? |S
Ought Not to
Resolve, Requiring the Director of the Bureau of Parks and Pass Pursuant
Lands to Convey Interest in a Parcel of Land at the Newfield Reported to Joint Rule
ACF 1201 [Wildlife Management Area to a Private Landowner Out|ONTP 4/13/23 310 ©w
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
Reported to Joint Rule
ACF 1216 [An Act to Create the Animal Cruelty Task Force Out|ONTP 4/12/23 310 ©
An Act Establishing a System to Appeal Administrative Accepted
Actions or Management Plans of the Bureau of Parks and Reported|OTP- Minority
ACF | 1218 |Lands Out|/AM/ONTP 5/22/23 | (ONTP) Report @
An Act to Establish Rights for Holders of Certain Leases and Accepted
Easements on Land Managed by the Bureau of Parks and Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
ACF 1219 |[Lands Out|AM 5/22/23 | (ONTP) Report ©w
Carried On
An Act to Balance Renewable Energy Development with Reported Approps
ACF 1227 |Natural and Working Lands Conservation Out|OTP-AM Table 6/9/23 «v
An Act to Increase Land Access for Historically Carry Over Carried in
ACF 1274 |Disadvantaged Populations Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
Carried On
An Act to Extend Funding for the Land for Maine's Future Reported Approps
ACF | 1285 [Program Out|OTP-AM Table 5/26/23 ©v
Resolve, Authorizing the Director of the Bureau ot Parks
and Lands Within the Department of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry to Lease Certain Land Within Reported
ACF 1346 |Somerset County Out|OTP-AM 5/2/23 Finally Passed | RESLV 18 «v
An Act to Review State Lands and Waterways That Have
Sacred, Traditional or Other Significance to the Wabanaki Carry Over Carried in
ACF 1349 [People Approved Comm 7/25/23 «v

131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023
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DIGEST OF BILLS

131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023
Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

Date of last -
Comm Final Enacted Law Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition law Ch Note? |S
Carried On
An Act to Enhance State Oversight of Water Use and Water Reported|OTP- Approps
ACF 1441 [Resources Out|AM/ONTP Table 5/17/23 ©w
An Act to Update the Laws Governing the University of
Maine System's Board of Agriculture and to Rename the Carry Over Carried in
ACF 1511 |Maine Agricultural Experiment Station Approved Comm 7/25/23 «v
An Act to Address Food Insecurity and Support Local Reported Died On
ACF | 1612 |Agriculture Out|OTP-AM 5/11/23 | Adjournment @
Resolve, Authorizing the Department of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Parks and Lands to Reported
ACF | 1659 [Enter into Certain Leases Out|OTP-AM 5/22/23 | Finally Passed | RESLV 46 ©\
An Act to Strengthen Maine’s Agriculture, Food and Forest
Economy by Funding the Maine Agriculture, Food and
Forest Products Investment Fund and Amending Related Reported
ACF 1670 |Provisions of Law Out|OTP-AM 5/15/23 Enacted PL 470 «v
Resolve, Directing the Department of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry to Study and Report on Soil Reported
ACF 1678 |Carbon Sequestration Incentive Programs Out|OTP-AM 5/23/23 | Finally Passed | RESLV 43 A
Carried On
Reported Approps
ACF 1682 |An Act to Create the Maine Experiential Education Program Out|OTP-AM Table 6/2/23 «v
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Protect Agricultural Lands by Creating a Reported to Joint Rule
ACF 1700 |Permitting Process for Solar Development on Those Lands Out|ONTP 5/31/23 310 ©w
An Act to Require the University of Maine to Provide Reported
ACF 1767 |Education Regarding Meat and Poultry Processing Out|OTP-AM 6/13/23 Enacted PL 473 d
Resolve, Directing the Board of Pesticides Control to
Transition to Electronic Submission of Pesticides Sales and Reported
ACF | 1770 [Use Data Out|OTP-AM 6/13/23 | Finally Passed | RESLV 71 ©\
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Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Provide a Source of Funding for the Construction Reported to Joint Rule
ACF 1812 [and Implementation of a Food Security Hub Out|ONTP 5/16/23 310 ©v
Carried On
An Act to Support Outdoor Education by Establishing the Reported Approps
ACF 1817 |Outdoor School for All Maine Students Program Out|OTP-AM Table 6/6/23 v
Carry Over Carried in
ACF 1823 [An Act to Respect and Protect the Right to Food Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
An Act to Ensure Fair and Timely Payment in the Harvesting Reported|OTP-
ACF 1849 |of Forest Products Out|AM/ONTP 6/6/23 Enacted PL 357 @\
An Act to Support Maine Forest Workers' Right to Work in Reported|OTP-
ACF 1874 [Maine by Improving Labor Standards Out|/AM/ONTP 6/8/23 Enacted PL 380 ©\
An Act Regarding Compensation Fees and Related
Conservation Efforts to Protect Soils and Wildlife and
Fisheries Habitat from Solar and Wind Energy Development
and High-impact Electric Transmission Lines Under the Site Reported|OTP-
ACF | 1881 [Location of Development Laws Out|AM/ONTP 6/13/23 Enacted PL 448 ©\
Resolve, to Construct a New District Headquarters Building Carry Over Carried in
ACF 1886 |for the Bureau of Forestry in Fort Kent Approved Comm 7/25/23 v
An Act to Classify Meat and Poultry Products Inspections as| Carry Over Carried in
ACF | 1916 [Essential Services Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
Resolve, to Authorize the Exchange of Interest in Certain Reported
ACF 1930 |Lands Owned by the State in Piscataquis County Out|OTP-AM 6/2/23 Finally Passed | RESLV 50 d
Reported|OTP-
ACF 1947 |An Act to Amend the Maine Food Sovereignty Act Out|AM/ONTP 6/9/23 Enacted PL 420 v
An Act to Expand the Use of Funds to Support Land Reported Emergency
ACF | 1969 [Conservation Out|OTP-AM 6/8/23 Enacted PL 284 ©\
An Act to Authorize Removal of Requirements of Forest
Certification Systems from the State's Forest Management Carry Over Carried in
ACF | 1985 [Plans Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v

131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023

DIGEST OF BILLS

Page 8 of 9




DIGEST OF BILLS

131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023
Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

Date of last -

Comm Final Enacted Law Analyst g

Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition law Ch Note? |S

Resolve, to Modify the Deed for a Parcel of Property in the

Town of Carrabassett Valley to Allow for Workforce Carry Over Carried in

ACF 1989 |Housing Approved Comm 7/25/23 «v
Carry Over Carried in

ACF 1996 |An Act to Regulate Synthetic Hemp-derived Cannabinoids Approved Comm 7/25/23 v
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LD 8 An Act to Increase Support for the Modernization of the Board of Pesticides Control
by Increasing the Annual Pesticide Registration Fee

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 22 increases the annual fee to register a pesticide within the Department
of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Board of Pesticides Control from $160 to $215.

LD 24 An Act to Prohibit Certain Open Burning Under a Red Flag Warning and Regulate
Recreational Campfires

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 56 prohibits the director of the Bureau of Forestry, within the
Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, from issuing a permit or other permission
for open burning to take place in a geographic area subject to a red flag warning. The law provides
an exception for wild blueberry growers by allowing the director or director’s delegate to issue a
permit for a controlled burn on a commercially managed wild blueberry field in a geographic area
subject to a red flag warning as long as the application for the permit includes a prescribed burn
plan approved by the issuing authority.

The law requires the director or the director’s delegate to revoke a permit for open burning in a
geographic area in which a red flag warning is in effect, except that the director or the director’s
delegate is not required to revoke a permit for a controlled burn on a commercially managed wild
blueberry field during the period in which a red flag warning is in effect if the permit includes an
approved prescribed burn plan.

The law clarifies that a red flag warning is a forecast warning issued by the United States
Department of Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, National Weather
Service in consultation with the Bureau of Forestry.

The law prohibits a person who kindles or uses a recreational campfire from allowing the
recreational campfire to exceed 3 feet in diameter on the ground at the base of the fire or 3 feet in
height; the law exempts a licensed camp facility from this prohibition.

The law prohibits open burning, both permissible open burning with a permit and permissible open
burning without a permit, during the period in which a red flag warning is in effect; the law
exempts from this prohibition open burning without a permit at a licensed camping facility and at
campsites under the jurisdiction of the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry or
the Baxter State Park Authority, as long as the campsite and the use of out-of-door fires and
charcoal and gas grills at the campsite comply with department rules.
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LD 285 An Act to Remove the Requirement for Wild Blueberry Transportation Permits
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 18 removes the requirement that persons transporting wild blueberries
have a transportation permit.

LD 289 Amend the Laws Governing the Advisory Committee on the Fund to Address PFAS
Contamination

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 212 provides legislative per diem for public members of the Advisory
Committee on the Fund To Address PFAS Contamination. The law provides that members who
are Legislators continue to serve until a successor is appointed. The law also removes the
requirement that the advisory committee report annually to the joint standing committees of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over agricultural matters and environmental matters on activities
of the advisory committee and issues relating to the purposes and the use of the Fund To Address
PFAS Contamination. Under current law, the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and
Forestry is required to report annually to the joint standing committees of the Legislature having
jurisdiction over agriculture, conservation and forestry; environment and natural resources; and
health and human services matter on the status of carrying out the purposes of the fund.

LD 315 An Act to Provide Funding For Programs Benefiting Maine Farmers
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 427 implements some of the recommendations of the Department of
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry’s January 2023 report, “Findings and Recommendations
for Streamlining Permitting New Sources of Water for Irrigation in Maine.”

The law provides a one-time appropriation of $35,000 in fiscal year 2023-24 in order for the
Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Farmers Drought Relief Grant Program
Fund program, Other Special Revenue Funds account in Public Law 2023, chapter 17, Part G to
be used for contracted services to review and overhaul the current water withdrawal permitting
process.

The law establishes one limited-period Environmental Specialist II position, which ends June 7,
2025, within the Maine Land Use Planning Commission.

ENACTED LAW SUMMARIES
1315T FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023
Page 2 of 9



JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON
AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY

LD 384 An Act to Provide Emergency Aid to Dairy Farmers Affected by the Crisis in
Production Costs

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 429 requires the transfer of $500,000 on or before July 30, 2024 from
the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the Department of Agriculture, Conservation
and Forestry, Milk Commission program, Other Special Revenue Funds account to provide one-
time volatility payments to Maine milk producers who produced milk and reported production
information to the Maine Milk Commission in calendar year 2022 and are currently participating
in the dairy stabilization program.

LD 390 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 25: Standards for
Placing Wood into Stream Channels to Enhance Cold Water Fisheries Habitat, a Major
Substantive Rule of the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of
Forestry

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 6 authorizes final adoption of Chapter 25: Standards for Placing Wood into
Stream Channels to Enhance Cold Water Fisheries Habitat, a major substantive rule of the
Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Forestry, contingent on

clarification of the effective date of the rule.

Resolve 2023, chapter 6 was finally passed as an emergency measure effective April 10, 2023.

LD 415 An Act to Allow Nonalcoholic Sparkling Cider to Be Sold in Maine

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 175 exempts nonalcoholic carbonated cider labeled as “sparkling cider”
from the labeling requirements for cider.

LD 574 An Act to Amend the Laws Governing Working Waterfront Covenants
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 70 allows certain nonprofit organizations whose purposes or powers

include retaining or protecting coastal community values, culture or heritage, coastal habitat or
real property that provides coastal water access to hold working waterfront covenants.
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LD 595 An Act to Establish the Companion Animal Sterilization Program in the Maine
Revised Statutes

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 484 establishes the Companion Animal Sterilization Program,
previously in Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry rules, in statute. The law
allows the department to be the administrator of the Companion Animal Sterilization Fund in the
event that the department is unable to contract with a suitable animal welfare organization.

LD 782 An Act to Support Statewide Economic Opportunities Through Strategic
Investments of Property and Funds, Including Emergency Relief Funds

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 120 allows the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry,
subject to the approval of the Governor, to apply for and accept on behalf of the State emergency
relief funds. The law specifies that funds and other personal or real property accepted by the
commissioner on behalf of the State be for the purpose of economic opportunity, business growth
and other strategic investments. The law requires the commissioner to adopt rules to implement
and administer grant or other fund disbursement programs of the Department of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry and authorizes the commissioner to adjudicate appeals of grant or other
disbursement decisions made under the programs.

LD 797 Resolve, to Authorize the Conveyance of Real Property to the Capitol Area
Recreation Association

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 109 directs the Director of the Bureau of Parks and Lands within the
Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to convey by quitclaim deed with servitudes
to the Capitol Area Recreation Association for $1 on or before July 1, 2024 all of the State's interest
in a parcel of land in Augusta, Maine comprising playing fields and other community recreation
areas along Piggery Road, which is currently the subject of a lease dated January 1, 1992 between
the Bureau of Parks and Lands and the Capitol Area Recreation Association.

LD 834 An Act to Ensure Transparency in the Labeling of Meat as Grass-fed
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 74 prohibits a person from selling, offering for sale or distributing within
the State or selling, offering for sale or serving in any retail food establishment or eating
establishment any meat or meat product labeled or advertised as "grass-fed" or by similar
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designation unless the ruminant animal was grass-fed. The Commissioner of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry may waive the determination that meat or a meat product is misbranded
if the commissioner finds a waiver is warranted due to inadvertent exposure of the animal to
nonforage feedstuffs or because incidental supplementation with nonforage feedstuffs was
necessary to ensure the well-being of the animal during adverse environmental or physical
conditions.

LD 901 Resolve, to Establish a Stakeholder Group to Inform the Development of a Farm
Apprenticeship Pilot Program

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 110 requires the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry
to convene a stakeholder group to develop recommendations for a potential farm apprenticeship
pilot program. The law directs the commissioner to report the findings and recommendations of
the stakeholder group to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over
agriculture, conservation and forestry matters by March 1, 2025. The joint standing committee
has the authority to submit a bill relating to the subject matter of the report to the 132nd Legislature
in 2025.

LD 1346 Resolve, Authorizing the Director of the Bureau of Parks and Lands Within the
Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to Lease Certain Land Within
Somerset County

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 18 authorizes the Director of the Bureau of Parks and Lands within the
Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to lease to Central Maine Power Company,
on such terms and conditions as the director may require, certain property of approximately 0.4
acres on the Coburn Mountain public reserved lands within Upper Enchanted Township, Somerset
County originally subject to a lease signed by the bureau in 1999 and on which are located radio
telecommunication facilities.

LD 1659 Resolve, Authorizing the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry,
Bureau of Parks and Lands to Enter into Certain Leases

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 46 authorizes the Director of the Bureau of Parks and Lands within the
Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to lease certain state park land and public
reserved lands and to enter into a boundary line adjustment agreement with Ms. Elizabeth Franco
and Ms. Lynne Cleary to correct an inaccurate boundary line at Lamoine State Park.
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LD 1670 An Act to Strengthen Maine’s Agriculture, Food and Forest Economy by Funding
the Maine Agriculture, Food and Forest Products Investment Fund and Amending Related
Provisions of Law

LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 470 requires the Maine Agriculture, Food System and Forest Products
Infrastructure Investment Advisory Board within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and
Forestry to collaborate with the Department of Economic and Community Development and other
appropriate agencies and organizational partners to ensure that investment objectives are
appropriately targeted and not duplicative and to establish various grant and loan instruments as
part of the Maine Agriculture, Food and Forest Products Investment Fund.

The law provides one-time funding of $500,000 in fiscal year 2024-25 to support public-private
partnerships to facilitate strategic investments in the State’s agricultural, food and forest products
processing and manufacturing industries.

LD 1678 Resolve, Directing the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to
Study and Report on Soil Carbon Sequestration Incentive Programs

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 43 directs the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to
study and report on soil carbon sequestration incentive programs that can be applied to land in this
State, including but not limited to forest land, agricultural land, conservation land, wetlands, and
urban and suburban areas and determine possible funding sources that may be used to fund the
programs. The department must submit its report, including any recommended legislation, to the
Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry no later than February 1,
2024. The committee may report out legislation regarding the report to the Second Regular Session
of the 131st Legislature.

LD 1767 An Act to Require the University of Maine to Provide Education Regarding Meat
and Poultry Processing

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 473 requires the University of Maine within available funding to provide
a cooperative extension education program regarding meat and poultry processing. The law
provides one-time funding in fiscal year 2024-25 for that purpose.
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LD 1770 Resolve, Directing the Board of Pesticides Control to Transition to Electronic
Submission of Pesticide Sales and Use Data

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 71 directs the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Board
of Pesticides Control to adopt any rules necessary to implement the transition from paper to
electronic format of reports required to be submitted to the board pursuant to the Maine Revised
Statutes, Title 22, section 1471-G. The board is required to implement a system of electronic data
collection that is efficient for those required to submit reports to the board, namely pesticide
dealers, commercial applicators and spray contracting firms, and useful to the board and members
of the public.

LD 1849 An Act to Ensure Fair and Timely Payment in the Harvesting of Forest Products
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 357 requires an entity that contracts with a person to harvest wood and
place the wood roadside so that the entity is able to have the wood hauled away for use or
processing to pay the person within 30 days of the person's fulfilling the contract and placing the
wood roadside. The law also requires the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry
or a wood scaler under contract with the department to conduct random inspections to ensure that
entities are complying with this requirement.

LD 1874 An Act to Support Maine Loggers’ and Truckers’ Right to Work in Maine by
Improving Labor Standards

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 380 provides that the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and
Forestry may obtain certification from a forest certification program for state land only if the
program contains certain performance-based indicators that protect forest workers and the program
does not require payment to a trade association that is registered with the Commission on
Governmental Ethics and Election Practices.

LD 1881 An Act Regarding Compensation Fees and Related Conservation Efforts to Protect
Soils and Wildlife and Fisheries Habitat from Solar and Wind Energy Development and
High-impact Electric Transmission Lines Under the Site Location of Development Laws

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 448 directs the Department of Environmental Protection to establish a
solar energy compensation program. The program requires a person who obtains approval under
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the Site Location of Development law in Title 38, also known as Site Law, to construct or cause
to be constructed a solar energy development located on high-value agricultural land to pay a
compensation fee or other form of compensation for any portion of the development, including
associated facilities, that is located on high value agricultural land. The law requires the
Department of Environmental Protection, in consultation with the Department of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry, to calculate the compensation fee for solar energy development that
is located on high-value agricultural land.

The law also requires the Department of Environmental Protection to establish a compensation fee
program to fund a compensation project as an alternative means of satisfying requirements related
to off-site habitat improvement or preservation that the department determines necessary to
mitigate the adverse effects of renewal energy development on wildlife and fisheries habitat to
comply with Site Law.

The law directs the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to initiate major
substantive rulemaking to define terms such as “high-value agricultural land” and “dual-use
agricultural and solar production” and the Department Environmental Protection to initiate major
substantive rulemaking to establish a compensation fee program to accept and administer
compensation fees under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, sections 484-C and 484-D and to
define "wildlife and fisheries habitats" under Title 38, section 484-D, subsection 1, which must
include but not be limited to large undeveloped habitat blocks, important wildlife corridors and
other habitat types identified in consultation with the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife.

The law also provides that a person may not construct, cause to be constructed or operate a solar
energy development without a permit from the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and
Forestry. The law defines “solar energy development” as a development that uses ground-mounted
solar arrays and installations to convert solar energy to electrical energy; occupies 5 acres or more;
and is wholly or partially located on high-value agricultural land. This requirement applies to solar
energy developments on which construction begins after September 1, 2024.

LD 1930 Resolve, to Authorize the Exchange of Interest in Certain Lands Owned by the
State in Piscataquis County

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 50 authorizes the exchange of interest in certain state-owned land in
Piscataquis County. The law provides that the cost of a survey of the property boundaries and
recording costs may not be paid by the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry,
Bureau of Parks and Lands.
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LD 1947 An Act to Amend the Food Sovereignty Act
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 420 amends the definition of “direct producer-to-consumer transaction”
in the Maine Food Sovereignty Act. The law also provides that a farmers' market may impose
more stringent requirements on its sellers than those imposed by municipal, plantation or county
ordinances regarding traditional foodways or direct producer-to-consumer transactions.

LD 1969 An Act to Expand the Use of Funds to Support Land Conservation
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 284 eliminates the Land for Maine's Future Fund, replaces it with the
Land for Maine's Future Trust Fund and transfers the balance in the Land for Maine's Future Fund.
The law requires that the funds transferred be used for the purposes identified in Public Law 2021,
chapter 398, Part FFFF, section 8. The Land for Maine's Future Trust Fund may be used for the
purposes of the Public Access to Maine Waters Fund, the Maine Working Waterfront Access
Protection Fund, the Maine Working Farmland Access and Protection Fund and the new funds
established specifically by the law.

The law amends provisions of law affecting the Public Access to Maine Waters Fund, the Maine
Working Waterfront Access Protection Fund and the Maine Working Farmland Access and
Protection Fund. The law establishes the Conservation and Recreation Fund to achieve the
purposes of the former Land for Maine's Future Fund. The law establishes the Conservation Land
Management Fund to make capital improvements to and enhance wildlife habitat protection on
permanently conserved state, municipal and private conservation lands.

The law clarifies that upon repeal the of the Land for Maine's Future Fund any funds within the
Land for Maine's Future Fund, both the Community Conservation Projects Other Special Revenue
Funds account and the Land for Maine's Future Fund Other Special Revenue Funds account, are
required to be transferred to the Land For Maine's Future Trust Fund.
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An Act to Establish the Winter Energy Relief Payment
Program to Aid Residents with High Heating Costs and to Reported Emergency
AFA 3 [Finalize the COVID Pandemic Relief Payment Program Out|OTP-AM 12/27/22 Enacted PL 1 2
Ought Not to
An Act to Provide Excess General Fund Revenue to the Pass Pursuant
School Revolving Renovation Fund and the Education Reported to Joint Rule
AFA 193 (Stabilization Fund Out|ONTP 6/2/23 310 @
AN ACT 10 IVIaRe SUpPIementar Appropriations and
Allocations from the General Fund and Other Funds for the
Expenditures of State Government and to Change Certain
Provisions of the Law Necessary to the Proper Operations
of State Government for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, Reported Emergency
AFA 206 |2023 Out|(OTP-AM 2/14/23 Enacted PL 3 =
An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue to Upgrade Carry Over Carried in
AFA 212 |Municipal Culverts at Stream Crossings Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue to Support
the Economic Development of the Fishing Industry and the Carry Over Carried in
AFA 236 |Portland Harbor Dredging Project Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
An Act Making Unified Appropriations and Allocations from
the General Fund and Other Funds for the Expenditures of
State Government and Changing Certain Provisions of the
Law Necessary to the Proper Operations of State
Government for the Fiscal Years Ending June 30, 2023, June Reported|OTP-
AFA 258 (30, 2024 and June 30, 2025 Out|AM/ONTP 7/5/23 Enacted PL 412 ©\
An Act to Authorize General Fund Bond Issues to Improve
Highways, Bridges and Nonhighway Modes of Carry Over Carried in
AFA 367 |Transportation Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue for Carry Over Carried in
AFA 416 |Research and Development and Commercialization Approved Comm 7/25/23 v
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Comm Final Enacted Laws | Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm|Action Carried over?| Action Disposition Law Ch Note? |S
An Act Making Certain Supplemental Appropriations and
Allocations and Changing Certain Provisions of the Law Carry Over Carried in
AFA 423 |Necessary to the Proper Operations of State Government Approved Comm 7/25/23 d
An Act Making Certain Appropriations and Allocations and
Changing Certain Provisions of the Law Necessary to the
Proper Operations of State Government for the Fiscal Years Reported|OTP-
AFA 424 |[Ending June 30, 2023, June 30, 2024 and June 30, 2025 Out|AM/ONTP 3/28/23 Enacted PL 17 =
An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue to Invest in
Research, Development and Commercialization in Maine's Carry Over Carried in
AFA 427 |Marine Technology and Aquaculture Sector Approved Comm 7/25/23 v
An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue to Upgrade
and Replace Emergency Alert System Infrastructure of Carry Over Carried in
AFA 450 |Maine Public Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue to Improve
Student Success and Workforce Readiness Within the Carry Over Carried in
AFA 460 |University of Maine System Approved Comm 7/25/23 v
An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue to Fund the | Carry Over Carried in
AFA 503 |Maine Community College System Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
An Act to Continue Certain Limited-period Positions Until Reported Died On
AFA 645 |Full Funding Is Provided Out|OTP-AM 7/20/23 | Adjournment ©
An Act to Provide Appropriations and Allocations for the Carry Over Carried in
AFA 646 |Operations of State Government Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
Ought Not to
An Act to Authorize the Treasurer of State and Pass Pursuant
Municipalities to Invest in Gold, Silver and Other Precious Reported to Joint Rule
AFA 734 [Metals Out|ONTP 5/11/23 310 ©v
An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue to Provide a
New Dormitory Facility at the Maine School of Science and Carry Over Carried in
AFA 749 [Mathematics Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
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An Act to Amend the Laws Regarding Signature Reported
AFA 760 [Requirements on Issuance of General Obligation Bonds Out|OTP-AM 5/18/23 Enacted PL 223 v
An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue to Restore Carry Over Carried in
AFA 912 |Historic Community Buildings Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Strengthen Maine's Financial Future in Perpetuity Reported to Joint Rule
AFA | 1023 |by Establishing the Irrevocable Budget Trust Fund Out|ONTP 5/11/23 310 @
An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue to Fund Carry Over Carried in
AFA | 1074 |New Affordable Housing for Low-income Households Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue to Promote
the Design, Development and Maintenance of Trails for Carry Over Carried in
AFA 1156 |Outdoor Recreation and Active Transportation Approved Comm 7/25/23 v
An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue for Capital Carry Over Carried in
AFA 1163 |Improvements for Arts and Cultural Facilities Approved Comm 7/25/23 v
An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue to Carry Over Carried in
AFA 1185 |Recapitalize the School Revolving Renovation Fund Approved Comm 7/25/23 v
An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue for a Jail in Carry Over Carried in
AFA 1457 [Caribou Approved Comm 7/25/23 v
An Act to Protect Union Wharf and Sustain Maine's Carry Over Carried in
AFA | 1480 |Maritime Industries Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Stabilize the Pension Funds of the Maine Public Reported to Joint Rule
AFA | 1607 |Employees Retirement System Out|ONTP 6/13/23 310 @
An Act to Require the Revenue Forecasting Committee to
Prepare Economic Impact Statements for Certain Carry Over Carried in
AFA | 1733 |Legislation Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
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An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue to Invest in

a Green Energy Materials Building at the University of Carry Over Carried in

AFA 1871 |Maine Approved Comm 7/25/23 «v
Carry Over Carried in

AFA 1920 [An Act to Authorize a Supplemental Benefit Relief Payment Approved Comm 7/25/23 v
An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue to Invest in Carry Over Carried in

AFA 1957 |Maine's Railroad Infrastructure Approved Comm 7/25/23 «v
An Act Regarding Appropriations and Allocations to Carry Over Carried in

AFA | 1982 |Support the State of Maine Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS AND FINANCIAL AFFAIRS

LD 3 An Act to Establish the Winter Energy Relief Payment Program to Aid Residents with
High Heating Costs and to Finalize the COVID Pandemic Relief Payment Program

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 1 provides relief to certain Maine households to assist them with high
costs for home heating.

Part A transfers $71,000,000 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the Maine
State Housing Authority no later than June 30, 2023. Of this amount, $40,000,000 is allocated for
heating assistance to households in the State eligible for the federal Low-Income Home Energy
Assistance Program; $10,000,000 is allocated as emergency funds to households to avert an energy
crisis; and $21,000,000 is allocated for emergency housing to prevent people from experiencing
homelessness during the 2022-2023 winter months.

Part B does the following.

1. Tt transfers $398,000,000 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the newly
created Winter Energy Relief Payment Program Fund Other Special Revenue Funds account
no later than December 31, 2022.

2. It specifies that relief payments of $450 are made to certain qualified individuals and
establishes those qualifications.

3. It requires the State Tax Assessor to identify eligible recipients and make relief payments to
those individuals no later than March 15, 2023.

4. It specifies a process to allow individuals who are eligible but who have not received a relief
payment to document eligibility to the State Tax Assessor.

5. It provides that the relief payment is not considered income for Maine income tax purposes.
Part C does the following.

1. It transfers $4,433,437 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the COVID
Pandemic Relief Payment Program no later than June 30, 2023.

2. Tt transfers $385,754 from the COVID Disaster Relief Payment Fund Other Special Revenue
Funds account and $6,674,993 from the Homestead Property Tax Exemption Reimbursement,
Other Special Revenue Funds account to the COVID Pandemic Relief Payment Program.

3. Provides the COVID Pandemic Relief Payment Program with an Other Special Revenue Funds
allocation of $11,494,184 in fiscal year 2022-23 to complete the $850 pandemic relief payment
to each eligible resident of the State as authorized in Public Law 2021, chapter 635, Part L.

Part D deappropriates $156,752,586 in the Department of Health and Human Services and
deallocates $4,154,555 from the Fund for a Healthy Maine in fiscal year 2022-23 to adjust funding
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for the 6.2% increase in the Federal Medical Assistance Percentage based on the extension of the
national public health emergency related to the COVID-19 pandemic for the first, 2nd and 3rd
quarter of fiscal year 2022-23. The offsets for these deappropriations and deallocations are Federal
Expenditures Fund allocations of $158,965,759 and Federal Block Grant Fund allocations of
$1,941,382 in fiscal year 2022-23.

Part E allows the Commissioner of Environmental Protection to suspend the sulfur content
requirements for liquid and solid fossil fuels if the commissioner finds that the expected
availability of fuel that complies with those requirements is inadequate to meet the needs of
residential, commercial or industrial users in this State and that such expected unavailability
constitutes an immediate threat to public health, safety or the general welfare. The commissioner
is required to specify in writing the period during which the suspension is in effect.

Part F requires the temporary suspension of the provision of law that requires certain General Fund
revenue and resources that exceed the General Fund appropriation limit to be transferred to the

Maine Budget Stabilization Fund.

Public Law 2023, chapter 1 was enacted as an emergency measure effective January 4, 2023.

LD 206 An Act to Make Supplemental Appropriations and Allocations from the General
Fund and Other Funds for the Expenditures of State Government and to Change Certain
Provisions of the Law Necessary to the Proper Operations of State Government for the Fiscal
Year Ending June 30, 2023

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY
Public Law 2023, chapter 3 does the following.
Part A makes supplemental appropriations and allocations of funds for fiscal year 2022-23.

Part B makes appropriations and allocations of funds for approved reclassifications and range
changes.

Part C amends Public Law 2021, chapter 483, "An Act To Provide Allocations for the Distribution
of State Fiscal Recovery Funds," to repeal the following provisions.

1. Part DD, which required the Department of Health and Human Services to establish a pilot
program for in-home personal care services to minors and allocated funding for that purpose.

2. The allocation in Part EE for one-time funding for the Department of Health and Human
Services to provide equal supplemental payments during 2022 to certain providers of services.

3. It repeals the allocation in Part KK for one-time funds to the Department of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry for contracted facilitation services.
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Part C also provides that the funds allocated but not used in Parts DD, EE and KK are instead
allocated to extend the temporary Small Business Health Insurance Premium Support Program
through December 2023.

Part C also does the following.

1. It authorizes the transfer of unspent funds within the Department of Professional and Financial
Regulation, Bureau of Insurance to the Finance Authority of Maine, Maine Health Care
Provider Loan Repayment Fund.

2. It authorizes limited-period positions funded with the Federal Expenditures Fund - ARP State
Fiscal Recovery to be extended via financial order and authorizes the encumbered balances
within the Federal Expenditures Fund - ARP State Fiscal Recovery to be carried forward
through fiscal year 2025-26 to align with the period of performance authorized by the Federal
Government.

3. It clarifies that funds approved in Public Law 2021, chapter 483 for state parks may be used
for the Allagash Wilderness Waterway.

Part D removes the borrowing authority of the Department of Administrative and Financial
Services to enter into financing agreements in fiscal year 2021-22 and increases the borrowing
authority of the department to enter into financing agreements in fiscal year 2022-23 for the
acquisition of motor vehicles for the Central Fleet Management Division and adjusts the interest
rate.

Part E clarifies that the winter energy relief payment authorized in Public Law 2023, chapter 1 will
not be included as income, may not be considered to reduce need and may not be considered a
potential resource when determining an application for the municipal general assistance program.

Part F authorizes an extension of the expiration date to August 1, 2023 for limited-period positions
that are set to expire in June 2023 but are funded through fiscal year 2022-23 and are proposed to
continue into the next biennium.

Part G directs the Maine Governmental Facilities Authority to transfer $149,955 from the balance
in the authority's operating account to the State as undedicated revenue no later than June 30, 2023.

Part H authorizes the State Controller to carry forward to fiscal year 2023-24 any unexpended
balance appropriated in the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Information
Services program, General Fund account, All Other line category in fiscal year 2022-23.

Part I authorizes the Department of Administrative and Financial Services to transfer by financial
order available Personal Services balances in the Information Services program, General Fund
account, for fiscal year 2022-23 only, to fund statewide cybersecurity costs.

Part J authorizes the State Controller to transfer up to $6,600,000 from the unappropriated surplus
of the General Fund to the Retirement Allowance Fund within the Maine Public Employees
Retirement System to fund one-time 1.0% cost-of-living increase for retirement benefit payments.
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Part K resolves a conflict regarding the deposit of revenue into the Animal Welfare Fund from the
surcharge on the registration of pet food by specifying that the maximum revenue the Animal
Welfare Fund may receive from the surcharge is $57,000.

Part L authorizes the State Controller to carry forward to fiscal year 2023-24 and fiscal year 2024-
25 any unexpended balance of the $2,756,126 appropriated in the Housing Opportunity Program,
General Fund account, All Other line category in Public Law 2021, chapter 635, Part A, section 8
to be expended for the same purposes.

Part M lapses $10,777,679 of the unencumbered balance forward in the Department of Health and
Human Services, Medical Care Services - Payments to Providers program, General Fund account
to the General Fund in fiscal year 2022-23.

Part N lapses $6,161,154 of the unencumbered balance forward of the Department of Health and
Human Services, Nursing Facilities program, General Fund carrying account to the General Fund
in fiscal year 2022-23.

Part O directs the State Controller to carry forward up to $259,000 of unexpended balance in the
Department of Secretary of State, Bureau of Administrative Services and Corporations program,
General Fund account, All Other line category at the end of fiscal years 2022-23 and 2023-24 for
the next fiscal year to be used for contracted programming costs to implement online voter
registration.

Part P directs that remaining balances in the Office of Treasurer of State, Debt Service - Treasury
program carry forward from fiscal year 2022-23 to 2023-24.

Part Q authorizes the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services to adopt major substantive
rules on an emergency basis to amend the billing rate for assigned legal counsel effective March
1, 2023 to a maximum of $150 per hour without the necessity of demonstrating that immediate
adoption is necessary to avoid an immediate threat to public health, safety or general welfare. This
Part also suspends, between March 1, 2023 and June 30, 2023, the requirement that the hourly rate
of compensation for an appointed guardian ad litem may not be less than the rate of compensation
for assigned legal counsel established by the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services.

Part R requires the Maine Milk Commission to contract for a study to assess the cost of milk
production in Maine based on costs and other financial factors in calendar year 2022 to be
completed by December 31, 2023. This Part also transfers $50,000 from the unappropriated
surplus of the General Fund to the Maine Milk Commission Other Special Revenue Funds account
to fund the study.

Part S requires the Department of Health and Human Services, once it completes the MaineCare
reimbursement rate setting process, to provide reimbursement for patients discharged from
psychiatric inpatient units and inpatient substance use disorder units at an initial rate that provides
100% aggregate cost reimbursement for providers based on 2022 data.
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Part T requires the Department of Health and Human Services to distribute funds to long-term care
providers pursuant to Part A of this legislation based on a methodology that takes facility needs
into account. The funds provided are meant to serve as interim support to assist long-term care
providers adversely affected by the COVID-19 pandemic and higher than expected inflation until
the department implements rate-setting system reform for services provided by long-term care
providers.

Part U extends by one year the deadline for expenditure of the one-time supplemental payments
distributed to nursing and residential care facilities.

Public Law 2023, chapter 3 was enacted as an emergency measure effective February 21, 2023.

LD 258 An Act Making Unified Appropriations and Allocations from the General Fund and
Other Funds for the Expenditures of State Government and Changing Certain Provisions of

the Law Necessary to the Proper Operations of State Government for the Fiscal Years
Ending June 30, 2023, June 30, 2024 and June 30, 2025

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY
Public Law 2023, chapter 412 does the following.
Part A makes changes to appropriations and allocations of funds for the 2024-2025 biennium.

Part B makes appropriations and allocations of funds for approved reclassifications and range
changes.

Part C transfers $4,000,000 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the Judicial
Department, Courts — Supreme, Superior and District program, Other Special Revenue Funds
account on or before June 30, 2024 for distribution by the Civil Legal Services Fund Commission
to providers of civil legal services.

Part D updates the title of the Director of Human Resources to State Human Resources Officer
within the Department of Administrative and Financial Services. It also directs the Revisor of
Statutes to update this title when updating, publishing or republishing the statutes and the
Department of Administrative and Financial Services to update this title when adopting or
amending rules and developing or publishing forms, policies and publications.

Part E authorizes the Maine Governmental Facilities Authority to issue additional securities up to
an amount of $39,500,000 to pay for the costs associated with the planning, design, renovation,
abatement, construction, financing, furnishing and equipping of new and existing facilities to serve
as a headquarters for the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife.

Part F authorizes the Maine Governmental Facilities Authority to issue additional securities up to
an amount of $71,050,000 to pay for the costs of capital repairs and improvements to and
construction of state-owned facilities and hazardous waste cleanup on state-owned properties.
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Part G requires the Department of Corrections to study the sewage system at the Mountain View
Correctional Facility and to submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations
and Financial Affairs and the Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety by
February 15, 2024.

Part H adjusts the annual rates of pay used to determine the State's contribution toward an
employee's health insurance premium beginning on November 1, 2023. This Part also authorizes
the transfer of funds from the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Salary Plan
program in the Personal Services line category and between programs and departments within the
General Fund and Highway Fund to implement the adjustments to the annual rates of pay.

Part I resets the base for the appropriation limitation calculation at 98% of the baseline General
Fund revenue projected by the Revenue Forecasting Committee as of December 1, 2022.
Additionally, changes are made to clarify how transfers to the Maine Budget Stabilization Fund
are to be handled when baseline General Fund revenue exceeds the appropriation limitation. This
Part also repeals a defined term that is no longer used.

Part J does the following.
1. It creates the Dirigo business incentives program to provide a tax credit to qualified businesses.

2. It provides an exemption from the requirement for confidentiality of tax records for
information disclosed as part of certain reports to the Department of Economic and Community
Development and legislative committees regarding the program.

3. It extends the end date of the Pine Tree Development Zone program by one year, eliminates
the Pine Tree Recreation Zone program and eliminates the Maine capital investment credit as
of January 1, 2025.

4. It allows a business participating in the Dirigo business incentives program to qualify for
certain benefits currently available to businesses participating in the Pine Tree Development
Zone program, including electricity discount rates and exemption from certain requirements
for the sale of electricity.

5. It Prohibits issuing a certificate of approval for employment tax increment financing after
December 31, 2024 and eliminates the employment tax increment financing benefits as of
December 31, 2034.

Part K transfers $5,000,000 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the Maine
State Housing Authority, Shelter Operating Subsidy program, Other Special Revenue Funds
account on or before June 30, 2024 to meet projected obligations.

Part L clarifies the law regarding the training program implemented by the State Tax Assessor to
develop the expertise of revenue agents to provide that, upon successful completion of the program
and demonstration of prescribed competencies, employees in the revenue agent classification may
progress immediately to the senior revenue agent classification and employees in the senior
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revenue agent classification may progress immediately to the principal revenue agent
classification.

Part M limits the jurisdiction of the Maine Board of Tax Appeals within the Department of
Administrative and Financial Services to matters when the amount in controversy is at least $1,000
but no more than $500,000.

Part N carries forward to the next fiscal year any remaining balances in the Department of
Administrative and Financial Services, Debt Service — Government Facilities Authority program,
General Fund account in each year of the 2024-2025 biennium.

Part O authorizes the Department of Administrative and Financial Services to carry forward any
remaining balance in the Central Administrative Applications program for fiscal years 2023-24
and 2024-25.

Part P authorizes the Department of Administrative and Financial Services to enter into financing
agreements in fiscal years 2023-24 and 2024-25 for the acquisition of motor vehicles for the
Central Fleet Management Division.

Part Q authorizes the Department of Administrative and Financial Services to enter into financing
agreements in fiscal years 2023-24 and 2024-25 for improvements to the State's technology
infrastructure and data centers; purchase of enterprise software; modernization of databases,
storage and other components; and improved security of personally identifiable information and
other confidential data.

Part R authorizes the Department of Administrative and Financial Services to enter into financing
agreements in fiscal years 2023-24 and 2024-25 for the acquisition of hardware, software and
systems to support the operations of the Statewide Radio Network System Reserve Fund.

Part S eliminates the property tax stabilization program. It also increases the maximum benefit for
persons who are 65 years of age or older under the property tax fairness credit and the benefit
allowed under the senior property tax deferral program and permits otherwise eligible persons with
no more than 2 years of delinquent property taxes to receive a deferral of taxes if the amount of
delinquent taxes is added to the amount of taxes deferred and subject to certain conditions.

Part T requires any All Other or Capital Expenditures balance remaining in the Department of
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Division of Forest Protection program to be carried
forward each fiscal year.

Part U clarifies that response activities undertaken by the State of Maine Animal Response Team
may include providing adequate care for animals in state custody.

Part V changes the position of Deputy Director in the Department of Agriculture, Conservation
and Forestry, Bureau of Parks and Lands from serving at the pleasure of the Commissioner of
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to a classified, confidential position.
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Part W clarifies that the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, with the
Governor's approval, has the authority to accept gifts identified as services or other intangible
assets.

Part X authorizes the use of unrestricted contributions from private sources in the Land for Maine’s
Future Trust Fund for administrative costs and consulting services.

Part Y changes the meal allowance for appointed members of the Land for Maine’s Future Board
to not exceed the United States General Services Administration rates.

Part Z makes a technical change to be consistent with changes made to the organization of the
Maine Geological Survey in Public Law 2021, chapter 398, which removed the requirement that
the Director of the Bureau of Resource Information and Land Use Planning within the Department
of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry be the director of the survey.

Part AA authorizes a one-time transfer at the close of fiscal year 2022-23 of all funds in excess of
$500,000 from total unencumbered balance forward in the Personal Services and All Other line
categories in the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Division of Forest
Protection program, General Fund account to the Capital Expenditures line category in the
Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Division of Forest Protection program,
General Fund account.

Part BB directs the University of Maine System to study and analyze the potential effects on public
health and the State's economy of the State's adopting permanent Eastern Standard Time or
permanent Eastern Daylight Time and determine if each adoption will serve the convenience of
commerce as required by the United States Department of Transportation and submit a report with
suggested legislation by February 1, 2024 to the Joint Standing Committee on State and Local
Government which may submit legislation to the Second Regular Session of the 131st Legislature.

Part CC makes part-time nursing faculty eligible for the nursing education loan repayment
program, with repayment of loans of up to $10,000 for a master's degree and up to $20,000 for a
doctoral degree.

Part DD changes the rate of the penalty for those state employees who retired between July 1, 2011
and January 1, 2012 and for teachers who retired between July 1, 2011 and July 1, 2012 who had
at least 25 years of service on July 1, 2011 but had not attained 62 years of age to 2.25% for each
year the person was below 62 years of age upon retirement from service. The changes take effect
beginning October 1, 2023.

Part EE adds probation officers and other employees identified by the Commissioner of
Corrections to those employees who may be assigned a state vehicle. It also updates the list of
those employees who are authorized to use state vehicles for commuting between home and work
to add employees designated by the Commissioner of Corrections and law enforcement officials
in the Office of Cannabis Policy and to remove law enforcement officials in the Office of the Chief
Medical Examiner.
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Part FF requires that the Attorney General approve the compensation set for the Chief Medical
Examiner's office administrator.

Part GG doubles the mandatory assessment on a person convicted of a crime. Revenue from the
assessment goes to the Victims' Compensation Fund.

Part HH requires the Commissioner of Corrections to review the current organizational structure
of the Department of Corrections to improve organizational efficiency and cost-effectiveness and
requires the State Budget Officer to transfer positions and available balances by financial order
during the 2024-2025 biennium. Position adjustments made after December 1st and before July
Ist of each fiscal year may be considered an adjustment to position count or appropriations. Any
transfers resulting in a program or mission change or facility closure must have legislative review.

Part II maintains the rate of reimbursement to municipalities under the Homestead Property Tax
Exemption Reimbursement program at 76% for property tax years beginning on or after April 1,
2023 instead of increasing the rate by three percentage points each year.

Part JJ authorizes the Department of Corrections to transfer, by financial order, the unobligated
balance from Personal Services to the All Other line category in the Long Creek Youth
Development program for fiscal year 2023-24 and 2024-25 to fund juvenile community programs
and services.

Part KK transfers a total of $3,100,000 on or before June 30, 2024 from the Department of
Administrative and Financial Services, COVID Pandemic Relief Payment Program Fund, Other
Special Revenue Funds account and the Winter Energy Relief Payment Program Fund, Other
Special Revenue Funds account to the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund.

Part LL lapses $1,057,313 of unencumbered balance forward from the Department of Corrections,
Admin Corrections — Carrying account to the General Fund no later than June 30, 2024.

Part MM authorizes the Department of Corrections to transfer, by financial order, available
balances designated for fuel expenditures from all facility accounts within the department into the
new consolidated Corrections Fuel program, General Fund account.

Part NN lapses $134,125 of unencumbered balance forward from the Maine State Cultural Affairs
Council, State of Maine Bicentennial Celebration, General Fund account to the General Fund in
fiscal year 2023-24.

Part OO designates the Maine Veterans' Memorial Cemetery System Care Fund as an interest-
bearing account.

Part PP reduces the transfer from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the Department
of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Maine Healthy Soils Fund program, Other Special
Revenue Funds account authorized in Public Law 2023, chapter 17, Part F from $3,000,000 to
$1,500,000 and reduces the transfer from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the
Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Farmers Drought Relief Grant Program
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Fund program, Other Special Revenue Funds account authorized in Public Law 2023, chapter 17,
Part G from $2,000,000 to $1,000,000.

Part QQ transfers $2,000,000 at the close of fiscal year 2023-24 from the Other Special Revenue
Funds accounts within the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation to the
unappropriated surplus of the General Fund.

Part RR transfers $300,000 from available Bureau of Insurance, Other Special Revenue Funds
balances in fiscal years 2023-24 and 2024-25 from the Department of Professional and Financial
Regulation to the Department of the Attorney General, Other Special Revenue Funds account for
the purpose of contracting with a designated nonprofit and independent health insurance consumer
assistance entity to continue to operate the Health Insurance Consumer Assistance Program
established under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 24-A, section 4326.

Part SS does the following.

1. It transfers $2,000,000 in fiscal year 2023-24 from the unappropriated surplus of the General
Fund to the Finance Authority of Maine, Maine Health Care Provider Loan Repayment
Program Fund program, Other Special Revenue Funds account.

2. It transfers $1,000,000 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the Nursing
Education Loan Repayment Program within the Finance Authority of Maine to support the
program.

3. Ittransfers $1,000,000 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the Doctors For
Maine’s Future Scholarship Fund program within the Finance Authority of Maine to support
the program.

Part TT does the following.

1. It transfers $5,000,000 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the Maine State
Housing Authority, Housing Authority - State program, Other Special Revenue Funds account.

2. It requires the State Controller, as the 5th priority transfer at the close of fiscal year 2022-23
only, after all transfers are made pursuant to statute, to transfer from the available balance of
the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund up to $65,000,000 to the Maine State Housing
Authority, Housing Authority - State program, Other Special Revenue Funds account.

3. It requires that up to $35,000,000 of the funds transferred from the available balance of the
unappropriated surplus must be used to fund the Rural Affordable Rental Housing Program
and the remainder must be used to fund the Low-income Housing Tax Credit Program.

Part UU repeals the requirement that the Department of Health and Human Services establish,
operate and maintain a statewide occupational disease reporting system.

Part VV directs the Department of Health and Human Services to electronically provide income
records and program enrollment information of recipients of the department's income
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supplementation and assistance programs when requested by entities, under certain conditions for
purposes of facilitating administration of the low-income home energy assistance program; the
low-income assistance program; a local, state or federal subsidized housing program; and an
energy efficiency program administered by an entity approved by the department or any other
entity or program that, in the judgment of the department, provides services or resources that
promote the health and well-being of recipients of department services.

Part WW provides that the director of the division of licensing and certification within the
Department of Health and Human Services is appointed by the Commissioner of Health and
Human Services and serves at the pleasure of the commissioner.

Part XX provides that the executive director of the Maine Health Insurance Marketplace is
appointed by the Commissioner of Health and Human Services and serves at the pleasure of the
commissioner.

Part YY updates the base year for the hospital tax.

Part ZZ increases the attrition rate for the 2024-2025 biennium to 8% in fiscal year 2023-24 and
6% in fiscal year 2024-25 for judicial branch and executive branch departments and agencies. The
attrition rate was increased from 1.6% to 5% for judicial branch and executive branch departments
and agencies in PL 2023 c. 17 Part D.

Part AAA implements a paid family and medical leave benefits program based on the
recommendations of the Commission to Develop a Paid Family and Medical Leave Benefits
Program established by the 130th Legislature with the following provisions.

1. The program provides up to 12 weeks of family leave and up to 12 weeks of medical leave to
eligible covered individuals.

2. No more than 12 weeks of family leave and medical leave in the aggregate may be taken in a
12-month period.

3. An individual is eligible for leave under the program after earning at least six times the state
average weekly wage in the preceding four calendar quarters prior to the application
submission or if the individual is self-employed and has elected to be part of the program.

4. The maximum weekly benefit amount is capped at 100% of the state average weekly wage.
The weekly benefit amount is 90% for the portion of the covered individual's average weekly
wage that is equal to or less than 50% of the state average weekly wage and is 66% for that
portion of the covered individual's average weekly wage that is more than 50% of the state
average weekly wage up to the maximum weekly benefit.

5. Covered individuals are required to file claims for benefits in accordance with rules adopted
by the department administering the program and to provide certification that they qualify for
family leave or medical leave.
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Except for an employee who has not been employed for at least 120 days, an employee is
entitled to the same position or an equivalent position upon return to work from family leave
or medical leave.

Absent an emergency, illness or other sudden necessity for taking leave, an employee is
required to give reasonable notice to the employee's supervisor of the employee's intent to use
leave and specifies that use of leave must be scheduled to prevent undue hardship on the
employer.

This Part also does the following.

1.

2.

8.

It establishes the Paid Family and Medical Leave Insurance Fund to support the program.

It funds the administrative costs and payment of benefits through payroll contributions of no
more than 1% of wages shared by employers and employees, except that employers with fewer
than 15 employees are not required to make employer contributions to the program.

. It authorizes employers to provide these benefits through a private plan if the benefits for

family and medical leave provided to their employees are the same as provided in the program.

It establishes the Paid Family and Medical Leave Benefits Authority to advise the administrator
on the implementation and administration of the program.

. It requires payroll contributions to begin January 1, 2025 and benefit claims to be processed

beginning January 1, 2026.
It requires the program to be reviewed under the State Government Evaluation Act in 2029.

It requires the State Budget Officer to calculate the amount of the premium contributions for
paid family and medical leave benefits in Part A that applies against each General Fund account
for all departments and agencies and transfer those amounts by financial order upon the
approval of the Governor and submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature
having jurisdiction over appropriations and financial affairs a report of the transferred amounts.

It authorizes a tribal government to elect to participate in the program.

Part BBB authorizes the Department of Health and Human Services to transfer by financial order
available All Other and Personal Services balances in the Developmental Services - Community
program account to the Personal Services line category in the Crisis Outreach Program account.

Part CCC authorizes the Department of Health and Human Services to transfer unencumbered All
Other balances of appropriations from any account within the Department of Health and Human
Services, excluding balances in the IV-E Foster Care/Adoption Assistance and State-funded Foster
Care/Adoption Assistance programs, for the information system modernization project in the
office of aging and disability services.
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Part DDD authorizes the Department of Health and Human Services to transfer available balances
between the State-funded Foster Care/Adoption Assistance program and the IV-E Foster
Care/Adoption Assistance program in the All Other line category.

Part EEE authorizes the Department of Health and Human Services to transfer by financial order
available Personal Services balances in the Disproportionate Share - Dorothea Dix Psychiatric
Center program, the Disproportionate Share — Riverview Psychiatric Center program, the
Riverview Psychiatric Center program and the Dorothea Dix Psychiatric Center program to the
All Other line category of those programs.

Part FFF lapses unencumbered balance forward from several specified General Fund accounts of
the Department of Health and Human Services to the General Fund unappropriated surplus no later
than June 30, 2024.

Part GGG requires the Department of Health and Human Services to submit a state plan
amendment to the United States Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services to request approval to reimburse parents of minor children who are eligible
for home health aide services under the MaineCare program for providing those services under the
Medicaid home health benefit. Upon approval, the department must amend its rule Chapter 101:
MaineCare Benefits Manual, Section 40, Home Health Services, to implement the requirement no
later than 12 months after receiving federal approval. The department must consult with home
health agencies when developing the rule. This Part also requires the Department of Health and
Human Services to submit a progress report to the Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human
Services no later than February 1, 2024.

Part HHH transfers $5,500,000 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the
Department of Health and Human Services, General Assistance program, Other Special Revenue
Funds account, no later than June 30, 2024.

Part III transfers funds from the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife Carrying Balances — General Fund account to the Enforcement Operations — Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife program, General Fund account to purchase one replacement aircraft engine
in fiscal year 2023-24 and one replacement aircraft engine in fiscal year 2024-25.

Part JJJ provides for a raise of 4.5% for judges and justices of the state courts beginning on July
1,2023.

Part KKK increases the maximum per fiscal year fee revenue that may be credited to the judicial
branch Other Special Revenue Funds account for capital expenses.

Part LLL directs the Maine State Housing authority to make funds available for the acquisition of
land or real property to support the creation of recovery residences that provide services to parents
or guardians recovering from substance use disorder and their minor children; specifies certain
parameters for the location of the acquired land or real property; specifies services provided in the
residences; and specifies that staff employed at a rural recovery residence must be paid a livable
wage.
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Part MMM requires the Governor, in consultation with the presiding officers of the Senate and
House of Representatives, to convene a working group to evaluate the State's unemployment laws
and how those laws relate to the unemployment compensation system, the Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families program, the MaineCare program, general assistance programs, the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program and acquiring welfare benefits. The working group
is required to provide a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services,
the Joint Standing Committee on Labor and Housing and the Joint Standing Committee on
Appropriations and Financial Affairs no later than January 15, 2024.

Part NNN lapses $106,970 of unencumbered balance forward from the Legislature, General Fund
carrying account, Personal Services line category to the unappropriated surplus of the General
Fund no later than June 30, 2024 and lapses $111,033 of unencumbered balance forward from the
Legislature, General Fund carrying account, Personal Services line category to the unappropriated
surplus of the General Fund no later than June 30, 2025.

Part OOO authorizes the Department of Administrative and Financial Services and the Department
of Public Safety to enter into financing agreements in fiscal year 2023-24 and 2024-25 for the
acquisition of motor vehicles for the State Police.

Part PPP directs the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of the Budget
to rename The Bureau of Administrative Services and Corporations program to the Bureau of
Corporations, Elections and Commissions program and rename The Elections and Commissions
program to the Federal Elections Grant program.

Part QQQ transfers $7,500,000 in fiscal year 2023-24 and fiscal year 2024-25 from the
unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the Maine Community College System Free
Community College - 2 Enrollment Years program, Other Special Revenue Funds account within
the Maine Community College System to provide two years of free community college for all
eligible students who meet certain conditions. This Part also repeals the eligibility requirements
for two free years of community college as established in Public Law 2021, chapter 635, Part OO
and replaces them with requirements that specifies that funds provided must be used to provide
two free years of community college for all eligible students.

Part RRR requires the Department of Education's office of adult education to notify the Governor's
office and the Legislature if the state allocation for expenditures on adult education programs falls
below 95% of the allocation established for the prior year and include information on the amount
necessary to fulfill the state obligation to reimburse adult education costs and the total amount that
is available. It also directs the department to establish a working group, or as an alternative hire
and fund an outside agency, to analyze the State's adult education system and reimbursement
formula.

Part SSS authorizes the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices to deposit
penalties paid for registration or reporting violations into its lobbyist registration fee account to be
spent exclusively on information technology costs.

Part TTT requires the State Controller to carry forward a balance in the Office of Treasurer of
State, Debt Service - Treasury program.
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Part UUU requires that the Department of Administrative and Financial Services do the following.

1. It requires a review every five years of the state compensation plan for each class or position
in the classified service.

2. It requires a study every four years comparing the salaries of state employees with salaries of
employees performing comparable work and a submittal of a report by the Department of
Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Human Resources to the joint standing
committees of the Legislature having jurisdiction over appropriations and financial affairs and
state and local government matters and the bargaining agents that represent a bargaining unit
of state employees.

3. It requires a comprehensive review of the classification plan every 10 years to make
modifications and improvements as determined necessary.

4. Tt requires the submission of a report by the Commissioner of Administrative and Financial
Services to the joint standing committees of the Legislature having jurisdiction over
appropriations and financial affairs and state and local government matters and the bargaining
agents that represent a bargaining unit of state employees on the comprehensive review of the
classification and compensation system for employees of the executive branch of the State
performed pursuant to a memorandum of agreement executed with the Maine Service
Employees Association, SEIU Local 1989 on June 25, 2019, including a recalculation of the
market salary report using current salary data.

5. It requires that good faith negotiations with the bargaining agents that represent a bargaining
unit of state employees take place no later than January 31, 2024 to implement closing pay
gaps between employees of this State and public and private employees performing
comparable work in this State, other New England states and other states as appropriate.

This part also authorizes reimbursement of up to $1,200,000 to the department to conduct the
market pay study and to finalize the comprehensive review of the classification and compensation
system by September 30, 2024.

Part VVV establishes the Maine Child Care Affordability Program within the Department of
Health and Human Services to encompass the former child care subsidy program and establishes
new eligibility for child care providers. It requires the department to submit reports to the
Legislature regarding the distribution of child care subsidies and the development and
implementation of an early childhood integrated data system. The department is also directed to
amend its procedures regarding eligibility, promote the Maine Child Care Affordability Program,
streamline and simplify the online invoicing and billing systems for child care providers and, by
2030, implement a program to achieve affordable child care.

Part WWW requires the Department of Health and Human Services to establish a treatment center
for substance use disorder treatment in either Kennebec County or Washington County.
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Part XXX repeals the health care-related provisions of the service provider tax beginning January
1, 2025 and makes technical changes necessitated by this repeal to the revenue-sharing provisions
in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 30-A as well as the revenue-sharing provisions and tax records
confidentiality provisions in Title 36.

Part YYY does the following.

1.

It requires the Child Development Services System to collaborate with special purpose private
preschools to establish appropriate daily tuition rates for the educational services provided by
each special purpose private preschool through a funding formula before the beginning of the
2024-2025 school year.

It requires the Department of Education and the Child Development Services System provide
payments for specially designed instruction provided by each special purpose private preschool
at a rate of $125 per day, per child, for scheduled school days in accordance with a child's
individualized education program no later than the start of the 2023-2024 school year and prior
to the provision of the daily tuition rate.

It transfers $15,000,000 in fiscal year 2023-24 from the unappropriated surplus of the General
Fund to the Child Development Services System for the estimated cost of the payments.

It directs the Department of Education to report to the Joint Standing Committee on Education
and Cultural Affairs, no later than December 15, 2023, on the development of the funding
formula for the daily tuition rates, including recommendations and suggested legislation and
authorizes the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs to report out a bill
related to the report to the Second Regular Session of the 131st Legislature.

Part ZZ7 does the following.

1.

It updates references to the United States Internal Revenue United States Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 contained in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 36.

It changes the Maine standard deduction, for tax years beginning on or after January 1, 2026
to maintain the Maine standard deduction at current levels.

It makes changes to current law governing the Maine dependent exemption tax credit to
maintain the Maine dependent exemption tax credit at current levels for tax years 2026 and
later.

It changes the pension deduction amount for tax years beginning on or after January 1, 2024
to the maximum annual benefit that may be received by a taxpayer at the eligible retirement
age as of January 1st of the tax year under the federal Social Security Act.

Part AAAA establishes the Housing First Program within the Department of Health and Human
Services to facilitate the delivery of stabilization and support services to residents of properties
established or developed to provide permanent housing to persons who have been experiencing
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chronic homelessness and to fund technical assistance, administered by the Maine State Housing
Authority, for the development of housing consistent with the program.

Part BBBB transfers $3,500,000 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the
Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Risk Management — Claims program, Other
Special Revenue Funds account to pay attorney's fees or other costs awarded by a court against the
State and its departments, agencies, officers or employees and settlements of attorney's fees or
other costs without court award in these cases, which are not otherwise insured against under a
deductible or self-insured retention program.

Part CCCC continues the voluntary employee incentive program through the 2024-2025 biennium.

Part DDDD authorizes the State Controller to carry forward, to be used for the same purposes, any
unexpended balance of the $550,000 appropriated in Public Law 2021, chapter 635 for the
development and implementation of a new database for the Bureau of Agriculture’s feed, seed and
fertilizer program.

Part EEEE transfers $2,000,000 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the
Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Statewide Hunger Relief Program, Other
Special Revenue Funds account to provide funds for a grant for capital support to a Portland-based
food security hub with partnerships or capacity for statewide distribution to enable increased
production of hot meals each day for homeless, sheltered or food insecure persons.

Part FFFF transfers $1,500,000 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the
Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Milk Commission program, Other Special
Revenue Funds account to provide one-time pandemic volatility payments to Maine milk
producers who produced milk and reported production information to the Maine Milk Commission
in calendar year 2022 and are currently participating in the dairy stabilization program.

Part GGGG authorizes the Department of Health and Human Services to transfer savings from the
increased 10% Federal Medical Assistance Percentage for MaineCare home and community-based
services per the federal American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, Public Law 117-2, Section 9817 from
various General Fund MaineCare Program accounts to the Home and Community Based Services
— ARP Savings Other Special Revenue Funds account in the Medical Care — Payments to Providers
program and the Office of MaineCare Services program, Home and Community Based Services
Admin — ARP Savings.

Part HHHH changes the definition of "memorandum of understanding" in the Maine Recovery
Council laws to incorporate the agreement regarding the use of settlement funds from 2023.

Part II1I establishes a new special retirement plan for certain civilian employees in the Department
of Public Safety, Maine State Police Crime Laboratory and computer crimes unit that allows those
employees to retire after 25 years of service regardless of age. Provisions of Part IIII are also
contained in LD 197 as engrossed.

Part JJJJ provides that the Commissioner of Education may apply unexpended balances from
another program's appropriated amounts toward the adjustment for English learner budgetary
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hardships and removes the requirement that a school administrative unit petition the commissioner
and demonstrate the budgetary hardship. It also allows the commissioner to determine that a
school administrative unit is eligible for a hardship adjustment if the school administrative unit's
unexpected enrollment increase results in an increase of 3% or more, instead of 5% or more as in
current law, in English learner weighted allocation.

Part KKKK directs the Department of Education to develop a two-year pilot program to provide
McKinney-Vento liaisons with access to emergency financial assistance funds for students at risk
of homelessness. Provisions of Part KKKK are also contained in LD 1609 as engrossed.

Part LLLL This Part makes a technical change to the definition of “Active Duty” in MRSA 20-A,
chapter 901: Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children.

Part MMMM transfers $9,600,000 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the
Department of Environmental Protection and $6,900,000 from the unappropriated surplus of the
General Fund the Department of Health and Human Services for federal matching funds under
federal water programs to be used for revolving loan funds for drinking water systems and
wastewater treatment with any remaining funds to be used consistent with the respective programs.
This part also authorizes unspent General Fund appropriations in the Department of Environmental
Protection, Water Quality program and the Department of Health and Human Services Drinking
Water Enforcement program to be carried forward.

Part NNNN allows the Efficiency Maine Trust to administer, rather than requiring the trust to
oversee and administer, energy activities within the State that may be overseen by entities other
than the trust. This Part also repeals an outdated effective date and makes a technical change.

Part OOOO creates the Community Resilience Partnership Program within the Office of Policy
Innovation and the Future to provide technical and financial assistance for local and regional
planning and implementation projects consistent with the State's emissions reduction targets and
the state climate action plan.

Part PPPP authorizes the transfer by the Maine Health Data Organization of the uncommitted
Personal Services line category balance to the All Other line category in fiscal years 2023-24 and
2024-25.

Part QQQQ requires that $2,800,000 in unobligated balances from funds transferred to the Maine
State Housing Authority, Housing Authority - State, Other Special Revenue Funds account to
supplement the federal Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program funding in Public Law
2023, chapter 1, Part A be transferred to the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund no later
than October 31, 2023.

Part RRRR transfers $12,000,000 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the
Maine State Housing Authority, Emergency Housing Relief Fund Program, Other Special Revenue
Funds account to provide funds for short-term emergency housing, legal services and other
wraparound settlement supports.
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Part SSSS transfers $15,000,000 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the Maine
State Housing Authority, Low-income Home Energy Assistance — MSHA, Other Special Revenue
Funds account for the Low-Income Assistance Program to help low-income homeowners and
renters pay for electricity costs by providing a credit on their electric bills. This funding will
temporarily expand ratepayer eligibility for the Low-Income Assistance Program beyond the
current 75% of the federal poverty limit, pursuant to the Public Utilities Commission formal
solicitation of public input.

Part TTTT codifies the Baxter Counseling Services Program to facilitate the delivery of therapeutic
counseling services for eligible former students of the Maine School for the Deaf or the Governor
Baxter School for the Deaf.

Part UUUU increases the payment limit for the Family Caregiver Grant Pilot Program from $2,000
annually to $5,171 annually. Provisions of Part UUUU are also contained in LD 346 as engrossed.

Part VVVV authorizes the Department of Health and Human Services to transfer available
balances of Personal Services appropriations to All Other in the Office for Family Independence
program and the Office for Family Independence — District program for technology and related
services.

Part WWWW does the following.

1. It transfers $6,500,000 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the MaineCare
Stabilization Fund prior to the closing of fiscal year 2022-23.

2. Tt lapses $20,000,000 of unencumbered balance forward from the Department of Health and
Human Services, MaineCare General Fund carrying accounts, All Other line category to the
unappropriated surplus of the General Fund prior to the closing of fiscal year 2022-23.

3. It transfers the first $28,500,000 from the MaineCare General Fund carrying accounts to the
MaineCare Stabilization Fund at the close of fiscal year 2023-24.

Part XXXX eliminates budgeted transfers from the General Fund that were included in Public Law
2023, chapter 17 as a funding source for the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services
program, Other Special Revenue Funds account. The funding for 6 positions, associated All Other
and reimbursements to attorneys is transitioned to a General Fund appropriation in Part A of this
Act beginning in fiscal year 2024-25 to reflect the ongoing nature of the General Fund support for
these costs in the commission's baseline budget.

Part YYYY transfers funds from the Inland Fisheries and Wildlife Carrying Balances — General
Fund account to the Resource Management Services — Inland Fisheries and Wildlife program,
General Fund account within the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to provide matching
funds for the construction of the Fryeburg shooting range.

Part ZZZ77 increases the number of District Court judges by three headcount and Superior Court
justices by one headcount and increases the number of District Court judges by an additional two
headcount beginning July 1, 2024.
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Part AAAAA returns the position of Director, Bureau of Unemployment Compensation to the
classified service when the position next becomes vacant.

Part BBBBB adds the position of Associate Commissioner to those positions that are appointed
by the Commissioner of Labor.

Part CCCCC transfers $2,750,000 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the
Department of Labor, Employment Services Activity, Other Special Revenue Funds account for
career exploration services targeted to high school students and recruitment and job-related
supports targeted to groups that are underrepresented in the State's workforce.

Part DDDDD does the following.

1. It establishes the existing statewide Imagination Library of Maine Program in the Maine
Revised Statutes.

2. It revises the role of the State Librarian in administering the Imagination Library of Maine
Fund to more accurately reflect the role of the Maine State Library in administering and
coordinating the Imagination Library of Maine Fund with Dolly Parton's Imagination Library
program.

3. It requires the Maine State Library to provide an annual report to the Legislature regarding the
Imagination Library of Maine Program and the number of books mailed to enrolled children.

4. It better aligns the Maine Revised Statutes with language included in the Memorandum of
Agreement with The Dollywood Foundation, Inc.

Part EEEEE removes the asset test for eligibility for the elderly low-cost drug program and the
Medicare savings program and establishes income eligibility for qualified Medicare beneficiaries
at no more than 185% of the federal poverty level and for qualified individuals at more than 185%
and no more than 250% of the federal poverty level.

Part FFFFF lapses $40,000,000 of the unencumbered balance forward in the Department of
Education, General Purpose Aid for Local Schools program, General Fund account to the
unappropriated surplus of the General Fund and transfers $20,000,000 from the unappropriated
surplus of the General Fund to the School Revolving Renovation Fund under the Maine Municipal
Bond Bank.

Part GGGGG establishes the Emergency Medical Services Stabilization and Sustainability
Program within the Department of Public Safety, to be administered by Maine Emergency Medical
Services in consultation with the Emergency Medical Services' Board and the Department of
Health and Human Services, and transfers $31,000,000 from the unappropriated surplus of the
General Fund to the Emergency Medical Services Stabilization and Sustainability Program, Other
Special Revenue Funds account. Public Law 2023, chapter 438 broadened eligibility for grants
under the program to all entities providing ambulance service or non-transporting emergency
medical service or licensed emergency medical services training centers.
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Part HHHHH transfers $19,800,000 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the
Retirement Allowance Fund within the Maine Public Employees Retirement System to fund an
additional one-time 3.0% retirement benefit payment.

Part IIIII authorizes the Department of Administrative and Financial Services on behalf of the
Department of the Secretary of State to enter into financing agreements in fiscal years 2023-24
and 2024-25 for improvements to the Department of the Secretary of State's customer service
system, technology infrastructure and data centers; updating of Department of the Secretary of
State software and hardware; ongoing modernization of databases, storage and other components;
and improved security of personally identifiable information and other confidential data.

Part JJJJJ transfers $7,500,000 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the
Department of Transportation, Infrastructure Adaptation Fund, Other Special Revenue Funds
account for culverts, resilience and adaptation investments through municipal grants and matching
funds.

Part KKKKK transfers $12,000,000 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the
Multimodal Ports and Marine program, Other Special Revenue Funds account in the Department
of Transportation to support the infrastructure necessary to deploy and connect floating offshore
wind turbines in the Gulf of Maine.

Part LLLLL requires the Department of Health and Human Services to adopt rules to implement
a MaineCare home and community-based lifespan program with initial enrollment targeted toward
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities or autism and a second phase allowing
enrollment of individuals with other related conditions.

Part MMMMM authorizes the State Controller to keep open the official system of general accounts
of State Government for fiscal year 2022-23 to make post-closing entries and adjustments to carry
out the provisions of this legislation.

Part NNNNN authorizes the Department of Health and Human Services to provide financial
assistance under an extraordinary circumstance allowance to a nursing facility that meets certain
requirements until the effective date of provider reimbursement rates for nursing facilities
established in accordance with the department's rate-setting system and requires a summary report
to the Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs and the Joint Standing
Committee on Health and Human Services no later than January 30, 2024.

Part OOOOOQO increases the State's contribution toward the retired teachers' share of health
insurance premiums from 55% to 60% effective July 1, 2023.
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LD 424 An Act Making Certain Appropriations and Allocations and Changing Certain
Provisions of the Law Necessary to the Proper Operations of State Government for the Fiscal
Years Ending June 30, 2023, June 30, 2024 and June 30, 2025

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY
Public Law 2023, chapter 17 does the following.

Part A makes baseline appropriations and allocations and changes to the baseline for fiscal year
2023-24 and fiscal year 2024-25.

Part B makes appropriations and allocations of funds for approved reclassifications and range
changes.

Part C establishes the total cost of education from kindergarten to grade 12, the state contribution,
the annual target state share percentage and the mill expectation for the local contribution for fiscal
year 2023-24 and makes permanent a career and technical education middle school grant program.

Part D increases the attrition rate for the 2024-2025 biennium from 1.6% to 5% for judicial branch
and executive branch departments and agencies. The attrition rate was further increased in Public
Law 2023, chapter 412, Part ZZ.

Part E authorizes a one-time transfer at the close of fiscal year 2022-23 of all fund balances in
excess of $500,000 from total unencumbered balance forward in the Personal Services and All
Other line categories in the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Division of
Forest Protection program, General Fund account to the Capital Expenditures line category in the
Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Division of Forest Protection program,
General Fund account.

Part F transfers $3,000,000 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the Department
of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Maine Healthy Soils Fund program, Other Special
Revenue Funds account on or before June 30, 2024 to the the Maine Healthy Soils Program.

Part G transfers of $2,000,000 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the
Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Farmers Drought Relief Grant Program
Fund program, Other Special Revenue Funds account on or before June 30, 2024.

Part H carries forward the remaining portion of one-time funding for the environmental closure
activities at the former Maine Military Authority site in Limestone.

Part 1 allows the Maine Municipal Bond Bank to issue securities for building infrastructure
necessary to support new or updated equipment to career and technical education centers and
career and technical education regions and extends the date by which securities may be issued to
June 30, 2025.

Part J continues authorization for each individual tax expenditure provided by statute.
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Part K authorizes the Department of Health and Human Services to transfer available balances of
appropriations between the MaineCare General Fund accounts until June 30, 2025.

Part L authorizes the Department of Health and Human Services to adopt emergency rules to
implement any provisions of this legislation over which it has specific authority that has not been
addressed by some other Part of this legislation without the necessity of demonstrating that
immediate adoption is necessary to avoid a threat to public health, safety or welfare.

Part M requires the Department of Health and Human Services to identify savings each fiscal year
from MaineCare and MaineCare-related General Fund accounts to transfer to the Departmentwide
program to offset deappropriations in that program made in this legislation.

Part N delays the beginning of the Fiscal Stability Program within the Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife to the 2026-2027 biennium.

Part O adds to the allowed purposes for issuing Maine Governmental Facilities Authority securities
for the judicial branch to include acquiring and improving properties in Lewiston, Skowhegan and
Augusta.

Part P moves the Board of Dental Practice, identified in statute as an affiliated board, into a
licensure program within the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Office of
Professional and Occupational Regulation.

Part Q transfers $30,894,693 to the TransCap Trust Fund established in the Maine Revised
Statutes, Title 30-A, section 6006-G to pay the remaining debt service of the series 2015A and
series 2021A bonds; and transfers $14,910,476 from the Liquor Operation Revenue Fund to the
unappropriated surplus of the General Fund.

Part R increases the Workers' Compensation Board's assessment cap to $14,700,000 starting in
fiscal year 2023-24.

Part S states that undeposited COVID Disaster Relief Payment Program checks are to be treated
as unclaimed property not subject to the notice and receipt provisions established in the Maine
Revised Statutes, Title 33, section 2101.

Part T transfers from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the Maine Commission on
Indigent Legal Services, Other Special Revenue account $9,246,702 in fiscal year 2023-24 and
$9,279,076 in fiscal year 2024-25 to support the baseline allocation and $12,506,910 in fiscal years
2023-24 and 2024-25 to fund the cost of increasing billing rates for assigned legal counsel to $150
per hour. These transfers were rescinded in Public Law 2023, chapter 412, Part XXXX.
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LD 760 An Act to Amend the Laws Regarding Signature Requirements on Issuance of
General Fund Bonds

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 223 removes the requirement that registered bonds, unregistered bonds
and minibonds issued by the Treasurer of State bear the signature or facsimile signature of the
Governor.
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Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety

LD 207

LD 1353

LD 647

LD 1057

LD 179

LD 692

LD 756

LD 630

LD 799

LD 1124

SUBJECT INDEX

Building Code

Resolve, Directing the Commissioner of Public Safety to Establish a
Stakeholder Group to Examine the Responsibilities, Fees and Duties of
the Technical Building Codes and Standards Board

An Act to Require the Technical Building Codes and Standards Board
to Adopt the Canadian Standards Association Standard for Residential
Mechanical Ventilation Systems as an Alternative Standard Under the
Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code

An Act to Amend the Life Safety Code Regarding When Sprinkler
Systems May Be Shut Off

An Act to Promote Consumer Protections in the Residential Building
Sector by Requiring Contractors and Subcontractors to Supply
Evidence of Insurance

Competency to Stand Trial/Mental Health

An Act to Provide Support for Restorative Justice Practices in Maine

County Jails/Sheriffs' Offices

An Act Regarding Eligibility of County Jail Inmates for a Community
Confinement Monitoring Program

An Act to Limit Changes to the Resource Coordination Agreement
Between the Bureau of State Police and the Penobscot County Sheriff's
Department and Require Annual Reporting Regarding Resource
Coordination Agreements

An Act to Ensure Rural Law Enforcement Services in Maine

An Act to Fund Patrol Positions for the Penobscot County Sheriff's
Office

An Act Regarding Certification Credentials for the Office of Sheriff
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RESOLVE 29

PUBLIC 292

ONTP
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CARRIED OVER

PUBLIC 250

PUBLIC 443

CARRIED OVER
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LD 1235 An Act to Provide Compensation to and to Limit Work Hours of Jail ONTP
Employees

LD 1301 An Act to Examine the Need for Intensive Case Managers and Improve CARRIED OVER
Consistency Among County Jails Regarding Prisoner Attendance at
Funerals, Furloughs, Visitation, Education and Discretionary Accounts

Criminal Law
Enacted . .
LD 405 An Act Regarding False Public Alarms or Reports and Aggravated PUBLIC 430
False Public Alarms or Reports
LD 864 An Act to Clarify Provisions of the Maine Good Samaritan Law PUBLIC 178
LD 1103 An Act to Allow Persons Who Lawfully Use or Possess Cannabis to PUBLIC 381
Own or Possess Firearms or Ammunition
LD 1119 An Act to Clarify the Criminal Statutes with Regard to Assaults on PUBLIC 455
Emergency Medical Services Persons
LD 1796 An Act to Protect Maine's Transit Employees PUBLIC 476
Not LD 104 An Act to Make It a Crime Not to Report a Death Majority (ONTP)
Enacted Report

LD 582 An Act to Enhance Certain Penalties for Possession of Firearms by HELD BY

Prohibited Persons GOVERNOR
LD 714 An Act to Expand the List of Crimes That Do Not Qualify for Majority (ONTP)
Immunity Under Maine's Good Samaritan Laws Concerning Drug- Report

related Medical Assistance

LD 761 An Act to Amend the Laws Governing the Crime of Endangering the ~ Died On
Welfare of a Child and to Create the Crime of Aggravated Endangering Adjournment

the Welfare of a Child
LD 911 An Actto Amend the Laws Regarding Certain Law Enforcement CARRIED OVER
Interactions and Tools for Determining Residency During Conflict
Resolution
LD 1046 An Act to Decriminalize Public Drinking Majority (ONTP)
Report
LD 1401 An Act to Protect Officials and Participants at Sporting Events Majority (ONTP)
Report
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Not
Enacted

Enacted

LD 1560

LD 1789

LD 1903

LD 1949

LD 1311

LD 1625

LD 1632

LD 178

LD 288

LD 1087

LD 1189

LD 1359

LD 4

LD 439

An Act to Remove the Duty of an Individual Exercising Self-defense to Majority (ONTP)

Safely Retreat or Abstain from Performing Certain Acts upon Demand

An Act to Remove All Marijuana-related Provisions from the Maine
Criminal Code and Expunge All Convictions Involving Marijuana

Resolve, to Create an Advisory Council to Oversee the Review and
Revision of the Maine Criminal Code and Other Statutes Establishing
Criminal Offenses

An Act to Establish an Affirmative Defense to the Crime of Criminal
Trespass and Aggravated Criminal Trespass That the Person Was
Unhoused and Seeking Shelter

Criminal Procedure/Bail/Sentencing

An Act Regarding the Legal Use or Possession of Cannabis or
Marijuana Under Conditions of Bail, Pretrial Release or Probation

An Act to Update Criminal Indictment Procedures and Expand the
Provision of Counsel to Certain Indigent Defendants

An Act to Require Proper Storage of Forensic Exam Evidence

An Act to Support Reentry and Reintegration into the Community

An Act Concerning Housing and Support Services for At-risk Youth
and Youth Who Have Committed Juvenile Crimes

An Act to Remove Restrictions in the Provisions of Law Relating to
No-knock Warrants

An Act to Amend the Burden of Proof for Defendants Who Cannot Pay

Criminal Restitution

An Act to Provide an Opportunity for Resentencing for Individuals
Who Were Sentenced for Crimes Committed as Juveniles

Department of Corrections

An Act to Update Provisions of the Department of Corrections Laws
Regarding Operation and Administration of Jails, Women's Services
and Juvenile Detention

An Act to Allow Death by Suicide to Be Considered a Death While in
the Line of Duty

Criminal Justice and Public Safety
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LD 895

LD 1086

LD 1514

LD 1583

LD 1633

LD 1715

LD 1863

LD 1978

LD 244

LD 1484

LD 215

LD 963

LD 1290

An Act to Reimburse the Town of Charleston for Expenses Related to
the Mountain View Correctional Facility

An Act to Establish Culturally Informed Reentry or Reintegration
Halfway Houses

An Act to Define the Term "Solitary Confinement" for the Laws
Governing a Jail or Correctional Facility

An Act to Provide Safe, Short-term Housing to Individuals Recently
Released from Correctional Facilities

An Act to Provide a Pathway to Sobriety for Formerly or Currently
Incarcerated Individuals

An Act to Establish a Community-based Reentry Program in All
Department of Corrections Facilities

An Act to Replace Certain Stigmatizing Language in the Maine
Revised Statutes, Titles 22, 25 and 34-A with Respectful Language

An Act to Facilitate the Provision of Medically Appropriate Levels of
Care for Clients of Correctional Facilities

An Act to Enact the Reentry Success and Earned Time Act

Department of Public Safety

Resolve, Directing Maine Emergency Medical Services to Convene a
Stakeholder Group to Explore Emergency Medical Services Career
Pathways and Educational Opportunities in the State

Resolve, Regarding the Status of Federal Grant Applications or Money
Secured for the Funding of a Sexual Assault Kit Tracking Pilot
Program

Resolve, to Require the Commissioner of Public Safety to Conduct a
Study Regarding Cadet Law Enforcement Officers Who Are Injured
and Law Enforcement Officers Who Leave the Sponsoring Agency

An Act to Require Reporting and Training About Domestic Terrorism
Threats

An Act to End the Maine Information and Analysis Center Program
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Not
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Enacted

LD 1492

LD 1715

LD 1859

LD 828

LD 968

LD 986

LD 994

LD 1295

LD 1509

LD 1545

LD 47

LD 244

LD 526

LD 919

An Act to Increase the Transparency and Accountability of the Maine
Information and Analysis Center

An Act to Replace Certain Stigmatizing Language in the Maine
Revised Statutes, Titles 22, 25 and 34-A with Respectful Language

An Act to Reimburse Training Costs for Emergency Medical and
Public Safety Dispatchers

Drug Crimes

An Act to Ban the Drug Tianeptine

An Act Regarding Restitution by Persons Convicted of Trafficking in
Illegal Drugs

An Act to Ensure Safer Communities by Increasing the Punishment for
Crimes Involving Fentanyl

An Act to Include Possession of Compounds, Mixtures or Substances
Containing a Detectable Amount of Certain Scheduled Drugs to Prove
the Offense of Unlawful Trafficking of Scheduled Drugs

An Act Regarding Penalties for Maintaining Drug-involved Premises

An Act to Amend Certain Provisions of Maine's Drug Laws

An Act to Reduce Drug Overdoses and Death by Expanding the Crime
of Aggravated Trafficking of Scheduled Drugs by Including
Compounds, Mixtures or Substances

Emergency Medical Services

An Act to Amend the Law Governing Licensing Actions of the
Emergency Medical Services' Board

Resolve, Directing Maine Emergency Medical Services to Convene a
Stakeholder Group to Explore Emergency Medical Services Career
Pathways and Educational Opportunities in the State

An Act to Amend the Laws Governing the Emergency Medical
Services Stabilization and Sustainability Program

An Act Regarding Licensure in the Field of Emergency Medical
Services
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LD 981

LD 1119

LD 1701

LD 326

LD 913

LD 1515

LD 1859

LD 22

LD 1103

LD 60

LD 168

LD 493

LD 551

LD 582

LD 624

An Act to Require All Emergency Medical Services Persons to Be
Trained to Administer and Dispense Naloxone Hydrochloride

An Act to Clarify the Criminal Statutes with Regard to Assaults on
Emergency Medical Services Persons

Resolve, to Reestablish and Continue the Work of the Blue Ribbon

Commission to Study Emergency Medical Services in the State

An Act to Improve Recruitment and Retention of First Responders

An Act to Support First Responders

An Act to Fund Delivery of Emergency Medical Services

An Act to Reimburse Training Costs for Emergency Medical and
Public Safety Dispatchers

Firearms/Concealed Firearms

An Act to Impede the Transfer of Firearms to Prohibited Persons

An Act to Allow Persons Who Lawfully Use or Possess Cannabis to
Own or Possess Firearms or Ammunition

An Act to Require a 72-hour Waiting Period After the Sale of a
Firearm

An Act Regarding Criminal Background Checks for the Sale, Transfer
or Exchange of Firearms

An Act to Establish a Statewide Relinquished Firearms Inventory

An Act to Strengthen Maine Citizens' Second Amendment Rights by
Allowing the Discharge of Firearms on Private Property That Is Within
500 Feet of School Property in Certain Circumstances

An Act to Enhance Certain Penalties for Possession of Firearms by
Prohibited Persons

An Act to Prohibit Government Officials from Maintaining Records
Related to Firearms Owners
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Enacted

Not
Enacted

Not
Enacted

LD 674 An Act to Allow Bail Commissioners to Carry Firearms in Correctional Minority (ONTP)

LD 943

LD 1011

LD 1340

LD 1451

LD 1561

LD 516

LD 588

LD 1280

LD 1802

LD 913

LD 1742

LD 745

Facilities and Jails

An Act to Enhance Privacy and Prohibit Shipping Companies from
Maintaining Records of Firearm and Ammunition Shipments

An Act Requiring the Reporting of Stolen Firearms

An Act to Prohibit the Sale or Possession of Rapid-fire Modification
Devices

An Act to Prohibit State and Local Enforcement of Federal Firearms
Laws

An Act to Restore Firearm Rights and Hunting Privileges to Persons
Previously Convicted of Certain Nonviolent Felony Crimes

Firefighters

An Act to Reduce Cancer Among Firefighters by Providing Grants for

Safety Equipment

An Act to Promote Public Safety and Retain Essential First Responders

by Funding the Maine Length of Service Award Program

An Act to Invest in Maine's Fire Service Training Facilities

An Act to Include Certain Volunteer Firefighters in the Tax Credit for
Employers of Individuals Who Are Volunteer Firefighters or Volunteer

Municipal Emergency Medical Services Persons

An Act to Support First Responders

An Act to Enhance the Use of Critical Incident Stress Management
Teams and to Require Peer Team Support

Fireworks

An Act to Prohibit the Use of Toy Cannon Fireworks Devices That
Exceed 150 Decibels Without Permission from Affected Property
Owners
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Inland Fisheries and Wildlife Crimes and Civil Violations

LD 428

LD 39

LD 42

LD 155

LD 148

LD 179

LD 288

LD 433

LD 702

LD 895

LD 1359

LD 1779

LD 1878

An Act to Reclassify Certain Offenses Under the Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife Laws

Juveniles

An Act to Amend the Maine Juvenile Code

An Act Regarding Training for Corrections Officers

An Act Regarding Community-based Services for Youth Involved in
the Juvenile Justice System

An Act to Allow Detention of Juveniles for Certain Acts

An Act to Provide Support for Restorative Justice Practices in Maine

An Act Concerning Housing and Support Services for At-risk Youth
and Youth Who Have Committed Juvenile Crimes

Resolve, Directing the Commissioner of Corrections and the
Commissioner of Health and Human Services to Establish a Working
Group on the Relocation of the Division of Juvenile Services

An Act Regarding the Detention, Supervision and Transportation of
Arrested Juveniles

An Act to Establish Culturally Informed Reentry or Reintegration
Halfway Houses

An Act to Provide an Opportunity for Resentencing for Individuals
Who Were Sentenced for Crimes Committed as Juveniles

An Act to Develop a Continuum of Care for Youth Involved in the
Justice System and to Develop Alternatives for Juveniles Incarcerated
in Long Creek Youth Development Center

Resolve, to Create the Council to Transition Long Creek Youth
Development Center
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LD 42

LD 96

LD 229

LD 847

LD 1036

LD 215

LD 630

LD 673

LD 799

LD 1234

LD 1247

LD 1290

LD 42

Law Enforcement

An Act Regarding Training for Corrections Officers

An Act to Ensure Release of Relevant Background Investigation
Material to Current Employers of Law Enforcement and Corrections
Officers

An Act to Compensate Tribal Governments for Basic Training for a
Law Enforcement Officer Hired by Another Government Agency

Resolve, to Study Implementation of a Program to Provide Trauma-
informed Training for Law Enforcement Officers at the Maine
Criminal Justice Academy

An Act to Require All Uniformed Patrol Officers to Carry Naloxone
Hydrochloride When on Duty

Resolve, to Require the Commissioner of Public Safety to Conduct a
Study Regarding Cadet Law Enforcement Officers Who Are Injured
and Law Enforcement Officers Who Leave the Sponsoring Agency

An Act to Ensure Rural Law Enforcement Services in Maine

An Act to Direct the Maine Criminal Justice Academy to Develop a
Nonresidential Law Enforcement Training Program

An Act to Fund Patrol Positions for the Penobscot County Sheriff's
Office

An Act to Provide Reimbursement for the Health Care Expenses of All
Retired Law Enforcement, Corrections and Search and Rescue Dogs

Resolve, to Study Training in Racial Issues, Racial Justice and Social
Issues at the Maine Criminal Justice Academy and Study Additional
Requirements for Law Enforcement Officers and Candidates

An Act to End the Maine Information and Analysis Center Program

Maine Criminal Justice Academy

An Act Regarding Training for Corrections Officers

Criminal Justice and Public Safety
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LD 229

LD 847

LD 673

LD 1247

LD 95

LD 1133

LD 1742

LD 429

LD 1519

LD 692

LD 1626

LD 178

LD 674

An Act to Compensate Tribal Governments for Basic Training for a
Law Enforcement Officer Hired by Another Government Agency

Resolve, to Study Implementation of a Program to Provide Trauma-
informed Training for Law Enforcement Officers at the Maine
Criminal Justice Academy

An Act to Direct the Maine Criminal Justice Academy to Develop a
Nonresidential Law Enforcement Training Program

Resolve, to Study Training in Racial Issues, Racial Justice and Social
Issues at the Maine Criminal Justice Academy and Study Additional
Requirements for Law Enforcement Officers and Candidates

Maine Emergency Management Agency

An Act Concerning the Membership of the State Emergency Response
Commission and Fees for Registering Facilities Required to Report to
That Commission

An Act Regarding Emergency Management Funding for Municipal
Shelters

An Act to Enhance the Use of Critical Incident Stress Management
Teams and to Require Peer Team Support

OUI/OAS/Other MV Violations

An Act to Reclassify Certain Offenses Under the Motor Vehicle Laws
and Increase the Efficiency of the Criminal Justice System

An Act to Amend the Laws Governing Operating Under the Influence

Prison/Jail/Inmate

An Act Regarding Eligibility of County Jail Inmates for a Community
Confinement Monitoring Program

An Act to Standardize Requirements Between Boards of Visitors for
County Jails and Department of Corrections Correctional Facilities

An Act to Support Reentry and Reintegration into the Community

An Act to Allow Bail Commissioners to Carry Firearms in Correctional
Facilities and Jails
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LD 823

LD 931

LD 1086

LD 1514

LD 1543

LD 1583

LD 1863

LD 1875

LD 1978

LD 244

LD 647

LD 115

LD 115

An Act to Reimburse the Town of Charleston for Expenses Related to
the Mountain View Correctional Facility

An Act to Expand the State's Workforce by Supporting the Transition
from Incarceration to Employment

An Act to Define the Term "Solitary Confinement" for the Laws
Governing a Jail or Correctional Facility

An Act to Provide Safe, Short-term Housing to Individuals Recently
Released from Correctional Facilities

Resolve, to Establish the Commission to Recommend Cost-effective,
Safe, Administrable and Healthful Programs to Reduce Violence in
Prisons and Jails

An Act to Provide a Pathway to Sobriety for Formerly or Currently
Incarcerated Individuals

An Act to Facilitate the Provision of Medically Appropriate Levels of
Care for Clients of Correctional Facilities

Resolve, to Create a Pilot Program for Apprenticeships for Inmates

An Act to Enact the Reentry Success and Earned Time Act

Public Safety/Emergency Medical Services

Resolve, Directing Maine Emergency Medical Services to Convene a
Stakeholder Group to Explore Emergency Medical Services Career
Pathways and Educational Opportunities in the State

An Act to Amend the Life Safety Code Regarding When Sprinkler
Systems May Be Shut Off

Sex Offender Registration

An Act to Protect Minors from Exploitation by Adults for Violation of
Privacy

Sex Offenses -- Criminal

An Act to Protect Minors from Exploitation by Adults for Violation of
Privacy

Criminal Justice and Public Safety
Page Number: 11 of 12

ONTP

CARRIED OVER

CARRIED OVER

CARRIED OVER

Died On
Adjournment

Report A (ONTP)

CARRIED OVER

Majority (ONTP)
Report

CARRIED OVER

RESOLVE 15

ONTP

PUBLIC 227

PUBLIC 227



Enacted

Not
Enacted

Not
Enacted

Enacted

Not
Enacted

LD 1657

LD 981

LD 1036

LD 1052

LD 1364

LD 109

LD 714

LD 1039

LD 1014

LD 1438

LD 1039

An Act to Define "Consent" and Amend the Law Governing Certain
Sexual Offenses

Substance Use Disorder

An Act to Require All Emergency Medical Services Persons to Be
Trained to Administer and Dispense Naloxone Hydrochloride

An Act to Require All Uniformed Patrol Officers to Carry Naloxone
Hydrochloride When on Duty

An Act to Expand Good Samaritan Protections for Naloxone
Hydrochloride Administration

Resolve, to Study Methods of Preventing Opioid Overdose Deaths by
Authorizing Harm Reduction Health Centers

Resolve, to Establish the Commission to Study Measures to Improve
Safety for Residents of Recovery Residences

An Act to Expand the List of Crimes That Do Not Qualify for
Immunity Under Maine's Good Samaritan Laws Concerning Drug-
related Medical Assistance

Theft/Bad Checks

An Act to Provide Restitution for Victims of Shoplifting for Time
Spent Dealing with the Offense

Victim Rights

An Act Regarding Payments to Recipients of Restitution

An Act to Require Standard Procedures to Protect Stalking Victims and
Access to Certain Criminal Complaints

An Act to Provide Restitution for Victims of Shoplifting for Time
Spent Dealing with the Offense
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Date of last
Comm Final Enacted Laws | Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition Law Ch Note? |S
An Act to Update Provisions of the Department of
Corrections Laws Regarding Operation and Administration Reported
CJPS 4 |of Jails, Women's Services and Juvenile Detention Out|OTP-AM 5/15/23 Enacted PL 135 v
OTP-
An Act to Impede the Transfer of Firearms to Prohibited Reported|AM/OTP-
CJPS 22 |Persons Out|AM 6/9/23 Enacted PL 305 @\
Reported
CJPS 39 [An Act to Amend the Maine Juvenile Code Out|OTP-AM 5/18/23 Enacted PL 136 ©\
Reported
CJPS 42 |An Act Regarding Training for Corrections Officers Out|OTP-AM 6/21/23 Enacted PL 341 v
An Act to Amend the Law Governing Licensing Actions of Reported Emergency
CJPS 47 |the Emergency Medical Services' Board Out|OTP-AM 5/11/23 Enacted PL 111 d
Accepted
An Act to Require a 72-hour Waiting Period After the Sale Reported|OTP- Minority
CJPS 60 |of a Firearm Out|AM/ONTP 6/9/23 | (ONTP) Report @
An Act Concerning the Membership of the State Emergency
Response Commission and Fees for Registering Facilities Reported
CJPS 95 |Required to Report to That Commission Out|OTP-AM 4/20/23 Enacted PL 62 ©\
An Act to Ensure Release of Relevant Background
Investigation Material to Current Employers of Law Reported
CJPS 96 |Enforcement and Corrections Officers Out|(OTP-AM 4/28/23 Enacted PL 84 v
Accepted
Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
CJPS 104 |An Act to Make It a Crime Not to Report a Death Out|AM 5/15/23 | (ONTP) Report ©
Resolve, to Establish the Commission to Study Measures to Reported Died On
CJPS 109 |Improve Safety for Residents of Recovery Residences Out|(OTP-AM 5/24/23 | Adjournment ©
OTP-
An Act to Protect Minors from Exploitation by Adults for Reported| AM/OTP-
CJPS 115 |Violation of Privacy Out|AM 6/8/23 Enacted PL 227 v
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Comm Final Enacted Laws | Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition Law Ch Note? |
Accepted
Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
CJPS 148 |[An Act to Allow Detention of Juveniles for Certain Acts Out|AM 6/8/23 | (ONTP) Report @
An Act Regarding Community-based Services for Youth Reported|OTP-
CJPS 155 [Involved in the Juvenile Justice System Out|AM/ONTP 6/20/23 Enacted PL 425 v
An Act Regarding Criminal Background Checks for the Sale, Reported|OTP- Died Between
CJPS 168 |Transfer or Exchange of Firearms Out|AM/ONTP 6/20/23 Houses @
ONTP/OTP- Accepted
An Act to Support Reentry and Reintegration into the Reported|AM/OTP- Report A
CJPS 178 |Community Out|AM 6/21/23 (ONTP) @
An Act to Provide Support for Restorative Justice Practices Carry Over Carried in
CJPS 179 [in Maine Approved Comm 7/25/23 v
Resolve, Directing the Commissioner of Public Safety to
Establish a Stakeholder Group to Examine the
Responsibilities, Fees and Duties of the Technical Building Reported
CJPS 207 [Codes and Standards Board Out|OTP-AM 5/16/23 | Finally Passed | RESLV 29 ©\
Resolve, to Require the Commissioner of Public Safety to Ought Not to
Conduct a Study Regarding Cadet Law Enforcement Officers Pass Pursuant
Who Are Injured and Law Enforcement Officers Who Leave Reported to Joint Rule
CJPS 215 [the Sponsoring Agency Out|ONTP 3/2/23 310 =
An Act to Compensate Tribal Governments for Basic
Training for a Law Enforcement Officer Hired by Another Reported
CJPS 229 [Government Agency Out|OTP-AM 5/25/23 Enacted PL 242 ©\
Resolve, Directing Maine Emergency Medical Services to
Convene a Stakeholder Group to Explore Emergency
Medical Services Career Pathways and Educational Reported|OTP-
CJPS 244 |Opportunities in the State Out|AM/ONTP 4/19/23 | Finally Passed | RESLV 15 ©\
An Act Concerning Housing and Support Services for At-risk | Carry Over Carried in
CJPS 288 |Youth and Youth Who Have Committed Juvenile Crimes Approved Comm 7/25/23 v
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Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Improve Recruitment and Retention of First Reported to Joint Rule
CJPS 326 |Responders Out|ONTP 5/30/23 310 ©
An Act Regarding False Public Alarms or Reports and Reported|OTP-
CJPS 405 |Aggravated False Public Alarms or Reports Out|/AM/ONTP 6/8/23 Enacted PL 430 ©\
OTP-
An Act to Reclassify Certain Offenses Under the Inland Reported| AM/OTP-
CJPS 428 [Fisheries and Wildlife Laws Out|AM 5/11/23 Enacted PL 431 ©\
An Act to Reclassify Certain Offenses Under the Motor OTP-
Vehicle Laws and Increase the Efficiency of the Criminal Reported|AM/OTP-
CJPS 429 [Justice System Out|AM 6/5/23 Enacted PL 362 ©\
Resolve, Directing the Commissioner of Corrections and the Ought Not to
Commissioner of Health and Human Services to Establish a Pass Pursuant
Working Group on the Relocation of the Division of Juvenile Reported to Joint Rule
CJPS 433 [Services Out|ONTP 5/23/23 310 @
An Act to Allow Death by Suicide to Be Considered a Death Reported
CJPS 439 |While in the Line of Duty Out|OTP-AM 6/12/23 Enacted PL 433 v
Leave to
Withdraw
An Act to Establish a Statewide Relinquished Firearms Reported Pursuant to
CJPS 493 |Inventory Out|LTW 3/31/23 | Joint Rule 310 ©
An Act to Reduce Cancer Among Firefighters by Providing Reported
CJPS 516 |Grants for Safety Equipment Out|OTP-AM 6/2/23 Enacted PL 437 ©\
OTP-
An Act to Amend the Laws Governing the Emergency Reported| AM/OTP-
CJPS 526 |Medical Services Stabilization and Sustainability Program Out|AM 6/14/23 Enacted PL 438 d
An Act to Strengthen Maine Citizens’ Second Amendment
Rights by Allowing the Discharge of Firearms on Private
Property That Is Within 500 Feet of School Property in Reported|ONTP/OTP- Died Between
CJPS 551 [Certain Circumstances Out|AM 6/12/23 Houses ©
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Comm Final Enacted Laws | Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition law Ch Note? |
OTP-
An Act to Enhance Certain Penalties for Possession of Reported| AM/OTP- Held by
CJPS 582 [Firearms by Prohibited Persons Out|AM 6/14/23 Governor v ©w
An Act to Promote Public Safety and Retain Essential First
Responders by Funding the Maine Length of Service Award Reported
CJPS 588 |Program Out|OTP 4/10/23 Enacted PL 439 ©w
An Act to Prohibit Government Officials from Maintaining Reported|ONTP/OTP- Died Between
CJPS 624 [Records Related to Firearms Owners Out|AM 6/13/23 Houses ©v
Carry Over Carried in
CJPS 630 |An Act to Ensure Rural Law Enforcement Services in Maine Approved Comm 7/25/23 «v
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Amend the Life Safety Code Regarding When Reported to Joint Rule
CJPS 647 |Sprinkler Systems May Be Shut Off Out|ONTP 4/18/23 310 ©w
An Act to Direct the Maine Criminal Justice Academy to
Develop a Nonresidential Law Enforcement Training Reported|ONTP/OTP- Died Between
CJPS 673 |Program Out|AM 5/23/23 Houses ©w
Accepted
An Act to Allow Bail Commissioners to Carry Firearms in Reported|OTP- Minority
CJPS 674 |Correctional Facilities and Jails Out|/AM/ONTP 5/25/23 | (ONTP) Report @
An Act Regarding Eligibility of County Jail Inmates for a Reported
CJPS 692 [Community Confinement Monitoring Program Out|OTP-AM 6/2/23 Enacted PL 250 ©w
Leave to
Withdraw
An Act Regarding the Detention, Supervision and Reported Pursuant to
CJPS 702 |Transportation of Arrested Juveniles Out|LTW 3/23/23 | Joint Rule 310 =
An Act to Expand the List of Crimes That Do Not Qualify for Accepted
Immunity Under Maine's Good Samaritan Laws Concerning Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
CJPS 714 |Drug-related Medical Assistance Out|AM 6/8/23 | (ONTP) Report @
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Ought Not to
An Act to Prohibit the Use of Toy Cannon Fireworks Devices Pass Pursuant
That Exceed 150 Decibels Without Permission from Reported to Joint Rule
CJPS 745 |Affected Property Owners Out|ONTP 3/28/23 310 ©
An Act to Limit Changes to the Resource Coordmation OTP-
Agreement Between the Bureau of State Police and the AM/ONTP/
Penobscot County Sheriff's Department and Require OTP-
Annual Reporting Regarding Resource Coordination Reported|AM/OTP-
CJPS 756 |Agreements Out|AM 6/13/23 Enacted PL 443 v
An Act to Amend the Laws Governing the Crime of
Endangering the Welfare of a Child and to Create the Crime Reported|ONTP/OTP- Died On
CJPS 761 |of Aggravated Endangering the Welfare of a Child Out|AM 6/8/23 Adjournment ©v
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Fund Patrol Positions for the Penobscot County Reported to Joint Rule
CJPS 799 |Sheriff's Office Out|ONTP 5/30/23 310 @
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Reimburse the Town of Charleston for Expenses Reported to Joint Rule
CJPS 823 [Related to the Mountain View Correctional Facility Out|ONTP 5/30/23 310 @
OTP-
Reported|AM/ONTP/ Died Between
CJPS 828 [An Act to Ban the Drug Tianeptine Out|OTP-AM 6/8/23 Houses @
Resolve, to Study Implementation of a Program to Provide
Trauma-informed Training for Law Enforcement Officers at Reported
CJPS 847 |[the Maine Criminal Justice Academy Out|OTP-AM 5/24/23 | Finally Passed | RESLV 37 v
An Act to Clarify Provisions of the Maine Good Samaritan Reported
CJPS 864 |Law Out|OTP-AM 5/30/23 Enacted PL 178 ©\
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Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Establish Culturally Informed Reentry or Reported to Joint Rule
CJPS 895 |Reintegration Halfway Houses Out|ONTP 4/21/23 310 ©w
An Act to Amend the Laws Regarding Certain Law
Enforcement Interactions and Tools for Determining Carry Over Carried in
CJPS 911 [Residency During Conflict Resolution Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©w
Carry Over Carried in
CJPS 913 |An Act to Support First Responders Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
An Act Regarding Licensure in the Field of Emergency Reported
CJPS 919 [Medical Services Out|OTP-AM 5/24/23 Enacted PL 166 «v
An Act to Expand the State's Workforce by Supporting the Carry Over Carried in
CJPS 931 |Transition from Incarceration to Employment Approved Comm 7/25/23 v
An Act to Enhance Privacy and Prohibit Shipping Companies Accepted
from Maintaining Records of Firearm and Ammunition Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
CJPS 943 |Shipments Out|AM/OTP 6/13/23 | (ONTP) Report ©
Accepted
An Act to Require Reporting and Training About Domestic Reported Majority
CJPS 963 |Terrorism Threats Out|/ONTP/OTP 6/13/23 | (ONTP) Report @
Accepted
An Act Regarding Restitution by Persons Convicted of Reported Majority
CJPS 968 [Trafficking in lllegal Drugs Out|ONTP/OTP 6/20/23 | (ONTP) Report ©w
An Act to Require All Emergency Medical Services Persons
to Be Trained to Administer and Dispense Naloxone Reported
CJPS 981 |Hydrochloride Out|/ONTP/OTP 4/10/23 Enacted PL 92 «v
An Act to Ensure Safer Communities by Increasing the Reported|ONTP/OTP- Died Between
CJPS 986 [Punishment for Crimes Involving Fentanyl Out|AM 6/14/23 Houses ©v
An Act to Include Possession ot Compounds, Mixtures or
Substances Containing a Detectable Amount of Certain
Scheduled Drugs to Prove the Offense of Unlawful Reported|OTP- Died Between
CJPS 994 |Trafficking of Scheduled Drugs Out|AM/ONTP 6/9/23 Houses ©
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Accepted
Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
CJPS | 1011 |An Act Requiring the Reporting of Stolen Firearms Out|AM 6/15/23 | (ONTP) Report @
Reported
CJPS | 1014 |An Act Regarding Payments to Recipients of Restitution Out|OTP-AM 6/2/23 Enacted PL 196 ©w
OTP-
An Act to Require All Uniformed Patrol Officers to Carry Reported|AM/OTP-
CJPS | 1036 |[Naloxone Hydrochloride When on Duty Out|AM 5/18/23 Enacted PL 153 ©w
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Provide Restitution for Victims of Shoplifting for Reported to Joint Rule
CJPS | 1039 |Time Spent Dealing with the Offense Out|ONTP 4/21/23 310 ©w
Accepted
Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
CJPS | 1046 |An Act to Decriminalize Public Drinking Out|AM 5/30/23 | (ONTP) Report @
An Act to Expand Good Samaritan Protections for Naloxone Reported
CJPS | 1052 |[Hydrochloride Administration Out|OTP-AM 5/16/23 Enacted PL 154 ©w
Ought Not to
An Act to Promote Consumer Protections in the Residential Pass Pursuant
Building Sector by Requiring Contractors and Reported to Joint Rule
CJPS | 1057 |Subcontractors to Supply Evidence of Insurance Out|ONTP 5/1/23 310 ©w
OTP-
An Act to Define the Term "Solitary Confinement" for the Reported|AM/OTP/O | Carried on
CJPS | 1086 |Laws Governing a Jail or Correctional Facility Out|TP-AM floor 6/13/23 «v
Accepted
An Act to Remove Restrictions in the Provisions of Law Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
CJIPS | 1087 |Relating to No-knock Warrants Out|AM 6/13/23 | (ONTP) Report @
An Act to Allow Persons Who Lawfully Use or Possess Reported|OTP-
CJPS | 1103 |Cannabis to Own or Possess Firearms or Ammunition Out|AM/ONTP 6/15/23 Enacted PL 381 ©\
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OTP-
An Act to Clarify the Criminal Statutes with Regard to Reported| AM/OTP-
CJPS | 1119 |Assaults on Emergency Medical Services Persons Out|AM 6/20/23 Enacted PL 455 «v
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act Regarding Certification Credentials for the Office of Reported to Joint Rule
CIPS | 1124 |Sheriff Out|ONTP 5/1/23 310 ©
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act Regarding Emergency Management Funding for Reported to Joint Rule
CJPS | 1133 |Municipal Shelters Out|ONTP 5/23/23 310 ©
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Amend the Burden of Proof for Defendants Who Reported to Joint Rule
CJPS | 1189 |Cannot Pay Criminal Restitution Out|ONTP 4/21/23 310 ©w
An Act to Provide Reimbursement for the Health Care Carried On
Expenses of All Retired Law Enforcement, Corrections and Reported Approps
CJPS | 1234 |Search and Rescue Dogs Out|OTP-AM Table 6/12/23 «v
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Provide Compensation to and to Limit Work Reported to Joint Rule
CJPS | 1235 |Hours of Jail Employees Out|ONTP 5/1/23 310 ©w
Resolve, to Study Training in Racial Issues, Racial Justice
and Social Issues at the Maine Criminal Justice Academy
and Study Additional Requirements for Law Enforcement Reported|OTP- Died On
CIPS | 1247 |Officers and Candidates Out|AM/ONTP 5/24/23 | Adjournment @
Reported
CJPS | 1280 |An Act to Invest in Maine's Fire Service Training Facilities Out|OTP-AM 6/1/23 Enacted PL 459 ©w

131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023

DIGEST OF BILLS

Page 8 of 13




DIGEST OF BILLS

131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023
Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety

Date of last -
Comm Final Enacted Laws | Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition Law Ch Note? |
Accepted
An Act to End the Maine Information and Analysis Center Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
CIPS | 1290 |Program Out|AM 6/12/23 | (ONTP) Report @
Accepted
An Act Regarding Penalties for Maintaining Drug-involved Reported Majority
CJPS | 1295 |Premises Out|/ONTP/OTP 6/8/23 (ONTP) Report ©
An Act to Examine the Need for Intensive Case Managers
and Improve Consistency Among County Jails Regarding OTP- Carried On
Prisoner Attendance at Funerals, Furloughs, Visitation, Reported|AM/OTP- Approps
CJIPS | 1301 |Education and Discretionary Accounts Out|/AM/ONTP Table 6/15/23 ©
An Act Regarding the Legal Use or Possession of Cannabis
or Marijuana Under Conditions of Bail, Pretrial Release or Reported
CJPS | 1311 [Probation Out|OTP-AM 6/2/23 Enacted PL 299 v
An Act to Prohibit the Sale or Possession of Rapid-fire Reported|OTP- Died Between
CIPS | 1340 [Modification Devices Out|AM/ONTP 6/13/23 Houses @
An Act to Require the Technical Buillding Codes and
Standards Board to Adopt the Canadian Standards
Association Standard for Residential Mechanical Ventilation
Systems as an Alternative Standard Under the Maine Reported|OTP-
CJPS | 1353 |Uniform Building and Energy Code Out|/AM/ONTP 6/6/23 Enacted PL 292 ©\
An Act to Provide an Opportunity for Resentencing for
Individuals Who Were Sentenced for Crimes Committed as Carry Over Carried in
CJIPS | 1359 |Juveniles Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
Resolve, to Study Methods of Preventing Opioid Overdose Reported|OTP-
CJPS | 1364 |Deaths by Authorizing Harm Reduction Health Centers Out|/AM/ONTP 6/14/23 | Finally Passed | RESLV 120 ©\
Accepted
An Act to Protect Officials and Participants at Sporting Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
CJPS | 1401 |Events Out|AM 5/16/23 | (ONTP) Report ©v
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An Act to Require Standard Procedures to Protect Stalking Reported
CJPS | 1438 |Victims and Access to Certain Criminal Complaints Out|OTP-AM 6/14/23 Enacted PL 235 v
Accepted
An Act to Prohibit State and Local Enforcement of Federal Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
CJPS | 1451 |Firearms Laws Out|AM 6/20/23 | (ONTP) Report @
Resolve, Regarding the Status of Federal Grant Applications
or Money Secured for the Funding of a Sexual Assault Kit Reported
CJPS | 1484 |Tracking Pilot Program Out|OTP-AM 6/8/23 Finally Passed | RESLV 70 ©\
Carried On
An Act to Increase the Transparency and Accountability of Reported|OTP- Approps
CIPS | 1492 |the Maine Information and Analysis Center Out|/AM/ONTP Table 6/16/23 ©v
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
Reported to Joint Rule
CJIPS | 1509 |An Act to Amend Certain Provisions of Maine's Drug Laws Out|ONTP 5/1/23 310 ©\
An Act to Provide Safe, Short-term Housing to Individuals Carry Over Carried in
CJPS | 1514 |Recently Released from Correctional Facilities Approved Comm 7/25/23 v
Carry Over Carried in
CJPS | 1515 |An Act to Fund Delivery of Emergency Medical Services Approved Comm 7/25/23 v
Accepted
An Act to Amend the Laws Governing Operating Under the Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
CJIPS | 1519 |Influence Out|AM 5/24/23 | (ONTP) Report @
Resolve, to Establish the Commission to Recommend Cost-
effective, Safe, Administrable and Healthful Programs to Reported|OTP- Died On
CJIPS | 1543 |Reduce Violence in Prisons and Jails Out|AM/ONTP 6/13/23 | Adjournment @
Ought Not to
An Act to Reduce Drug Overdoses and Death by Expanding Pass Pursuant
the Crime of Aggravated Trafficking of Scheduled Drugs by Reported to Joint Rule
CJIPS | 1545 |Including Compounds, Mixtures or Substances Out|ONTP 5/23/23 310 @
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An Act to Remove the Duty of an Individual Exercising Self- Accepted
defense to Safely Retreat or Abstain from Performing Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
CJIPS | 1560 |Certain Acts upon Demand Out|AM 5/31/23 | (ONTP) Report @
An Act to Restore Firearm Rights and Hunting Privileges to
Persons Previously Convicted of Certain Nonviolent Felony Carry Over Carried in
CIPS | 1561 |Crimes Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
ONTP/OTP- Accepted
An Act to Provide a Pathway to Sobriety for Formerly or Reported| AM/OTP- Report A
CIPS | 1583 [Currently Incarcerated Individuals Out|AM 6/20/23 (ONTP) @
An Act to Update Criminal Indictment Procedures and
Expand the Provision of Counsel to Certain Indigent Reported|OTP-
CIPS | 1625 |Defendants Out|AM/ONTP 6/8/23 Enacted PL 485 ©\
An Act to Standardize Requirements Between Boards of
Visitors for County Jails and Department of Corrections Reported|OTP-
CIPS | 1626 |Correctional Facilities Out|AM/ONTP 6/16/23 Enacted PL 383 ©\
An Act to Require Proper Storage of Forensic Exam Reported
CJPS | 1632 |Evidence Out|OTP-AM 6/8/23 Enacted PL 236 v
An Act to Establish a Community-based Reentry Program in| Carry Over Carried in
CJPS | 1633 |All Department of Corrections Facilities Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
An Act to Define "Consent" and Amend the Law Governing Reported|OTP-
CJPS | 1657 |Certain Sexual Offenses Out|AM/ONTP 6/9/23 Enacted PL 280 v
Resolve, to Reestablish and Continue the Work of the Blue
Ribbon Commission to Study Emergency Medical Services Reported Emergency
CJPS | 1701 [in the State Out|OTP-AM 5/24/23 | Finally Passed | RESLV 99 @\
An Act to Replace Certain Stigmatizing Language in the
Maine Revised Statutes, Titles 22, 25 and 34-A with Reported|OTP- Died Between
CJPS | 1715 |Respectful Language Out|AM/ONTP 6/8/23 Houses ©
An Act to Enhance the Use of Critical Incident Stress Carry Over Carried in
CJPS 1742 |Management Teams and to Require Peer Team Support Approved Comm 7/25/23 Y
An Act to Develop a Continuum of Care for Youth Involved
in the Justice System and to Develop Alternatives for
Juveniles Incarcerated in Long Creek Youth Development Carry Over Carried in
CIPS | 1779 |Center Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
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An Act to Remove All Marijuana-related Provisions from
the Maine Criminal Code and Expunge All Convictions Carry Over Carried in
CJPS | 1789 |Involving Marijuana Approved Comm 7/25/23 v
OTP-
Reported|AM/OTP-
CJPS | 1796 |An Act to Protect Maine's Transit Employees Out|AM 6/13/23 Enacted PL 476 v
An Act to Include Certain Volunteer Firefighters in the Tax
Credit for Employers of Individuals Who Are Volunteer
Firefighters or Volunteer Municipal Emergency Medical Reported
CIPS | 1802 |Services Persons Out|OTP-AM 6/20/23 Enacted PL 478 ©\
Accepted
An Act to Reimburse Training Costs for Emergency Medical Reported Majority
CJPS | 1859 |and Public Safety Dispatchers Out|ONTP/OTP 6/8/23 (ONTP) Report ©
Carried On
An Act to Facilitate the Provision of Medically Appropriate Reported|OTP- Approps
CJPS | 1863 [Levels of Care for Clients of Correctional Facilities Out|AM/ONTP Table 6/20/23 v
Accepted
Resolve, to Create a Pilot Program for Apprenticeships for Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
CJIPS | 1875 |Inmates Out|AM 6/5/23 | (ONTP) Report @
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
Resolve, to Create the Council to Transition Long Creek Reported to Joint Rule
CIPS | 1878 |Youth Development Center Out|ONTP 5/23/23 310 @
Resolve, to Create an Advisory Council to Oversee the
Review and Revision of the Maine Criminal Code and Other | Carry Over Carried in
CJPS | 1903 |Statutes Establishing Criminal Offenses Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
Leave to
An Act to Establish an Affirmative Defense to the Crime of Withdraw
Criminal Trespass and Aggravated Criminal Trespass That Reported Pursuant to
CIPS | 1949 [the Person Was Unhoused and Seeking Shelter Out|LTW 5/23/23 | Joint Rule 310 @
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Carry Over Carried in
CJPS | 1978 |An Act to Enact the Reentry Success and Earned Time Act Approved Comm 7/25/23
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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

LD 4 An Act to Update Provisions of the Department of Corrections Laws Regarding
Operation and Administration of Jails, Women's Services and Juvenile Detention

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 135 amends laws involving the Department of Corrections and the
payment of restitution in the following ways.

1. It repeals provisions of law relating to the county and municipal detention facility advisory
committee and transfers the function of advising the Commissioner of Corrections with respect
to jail standards to the County Corrections Professional Standards Council.

2. It provides that lottery winnings are offset against victim restitution owed pursuant to the
requirements in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 17-A, chapter 69.

3. It allows the Commissioner of Corrections to appoint a director of women’s services to act as
the chief administrative officer of any adult correctional facility female housing unit.

4. It changes the title given to the chief administrative officer of the Mountain View Correctional
Facility and the chief administrative officer of the Downeast Correctional Facility from
“Superintendent” to “Warden,” which is the name of the chief administrative officers of the
other adult correctional facilities with medium or higher security housing units.

5. It repeals provisions of law that refer to the Mountain View Correctional Facility as a juvenile
facility.

6. Itrepeals provisions of law concerning the accreditation of correctional and detention facilities,
instead requiring the Department of Corrections to operate correctional and detention facilities
according to best practices and to have those facilities reviewed by a nationally recognized
accrediting body.

LD 22 An Act to Impede the Transfer of Firearms to Prohibited Persons
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 305 establishes a new crime of prohibited sale or transfer of a firearm
to a prohibited person. This law makes it a Class D crime to knowingly or intentionally sell or
transfer a firearm, other than an “antique firearm,” to a person who is prohibited from owning,
possessing or having under their control a firearm pursuant to Maine Revised Statutes, Title 15,
section 393.
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LD 39 An Act to Amend the Maine Juvenile Code

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 136 makes the following changes to the Maine Juvenile Code.

1.

It changes the definition of juvenile in the Maine Juvenile Code to mean “a person who had
not attained 18 years of age at the time the person allegedly committed a juvenile crime.”

It requires a juvenile court to provide notice of a detention hearing to the juvenile’s parent or
parents, guardian or legal custodian if the juvenile is not emancipated, and allows the court to
conduct a detention hearing in the absence of the juvenile’s parent or parents, guardian or legal
custodian if the court is unable to provide them notice or if they fail to appear after receiving
notice.

It changes provisions of law concerning how to calculate the period of time when a juvenile is
ordered to serve a 30-day or less period of confinement in a juvenile facility, counting the day
the juvenile is received into the facility as the first full day of the period of confinement,
regardless of when the juvenile arrived at the facility, and allowing a juvenile to be released at
any time on the last day of the period of confinement.

It corrects a cross reference with respect to juvenile probation conditions.

It adds cross-references with respect to the payment and collection of juvenile restitution.
It requires a juvenile court to provide a copy of the report of the State Forensic Service
examiner to the Department of Health and Human Services if the department will be involved
with the juvenile following a competency hearing.
It requires that a juvenile who is a runaway, absconder, escapee or accused offender from

another state be referred by a law enforcement officer to a juvenile community corrections
officer for processing according to the provisions of the Interstate Compact for Juveniles.

LD 42 An Act Regarding Training for Corrections Officers

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 341 provides the Board of Trustees of the Maine Criminal Justice
Academy with the power and duty to approve a separate basic training course and certification
standards for juvenile corrections officers, and requires a corrections officer who is certified and
an employee of a county or regional jail or state adult correctional facility on the date the board
adopts a separate basic training course and certifications standards for juvenile corrections officers
to be certified as an adult corrections officer.
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Provisions of the original bill that pertained to the Commissioner of Corrections’ role in death
benefit determinations were removed from by committee amendment and incorporated into the
final enacted version of LD 439. See Criminal Justice and Public Safety, LD 439.

LD 47 An Act to Amend the Law Governing Licensing Actions of the Emergency Medical
Services’ Board

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 111 removes an outdated reference to the revocation of a license in the
laws governing the licensing actions of the Emergency Medical Services’ Board.

Public Law 2023, chapter 111 was enacted as an emergency measure effective June 1, 2023.

LD 95 An Act Concerning the Membership of the State Emergency Response Commission
and Fees for Registering Facilities Required to Report to That Commission

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 62 authorizes a designee of the Director of the Maine Emergency
Management Agency within the Department of Defense, Veterans and Emergency Management
to serve as chair of the State Emergency Response Commission. It also increases the maximum
fee for registering a facility that is required by federal law to report to the commission from $50
to $100.

LD 96 An Act to Ensure Release of Relevant Background Investigation Material to Current
Employers of Law Enforcement and Corrections Officers

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 84 makes the following changes to laws concerning when a law
enforcement officer or corrections officer applies for new employment.

1. It requires when a law enforcement officer or corrections officer who is employed by a law
enforcement agency, correctional facility or county or regional jail, or who was employed
within 90 days prior to making an application for employment, applies for a new position with
a law enforcement agency, correctional facility or county or regional jail, the applicant is
required to sign a release waiving the applicant’s rights to privacy in the exchange of
information resulting from a background investigation or polygraph examination conducted
for the purposes of an employment application.

2. It adds the results of a background investigation, in addition to those of a polygraph
examination, to the requirement that when an examination performed on a law enforcement
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officer or corrections officer applying for new employment indicates probable cause to believe
the applicant is or has been involved in criminal activity, those results must be released to the
head of the law enforcement agency, correctional facility or county or regional jail that
employs the applicant.

3. It provides immunity from civil or criminal liability to the head of law enforcement agency,
correctional facility or county or regional jail that conducted a background investigation or
polygraph examination, or for whom the investigation or examination was conducted, for
sharing the information gathered from the investigation or examination with the head of the
law enforcement agency, correctional facility or county or regional jail that employs the
applicant.

LD 115 An Act to Protect Minors from Exploitation by Adults for Violation of Privacy
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 227 adds an additional instance of the crime of violation of privacy when
the offender violates one of the existing instances of the crime of violation of privacy and the
person subject to the violation has not in fact attained 16 years of age. It also requires a person
convicted of violation of privacy to register as a Tier 1 sex offender when the violation is done for
the purpose of arousing or gratifying the sexual desire of that person or another person and the
person subject to the violation has not in fact attained 16 years of age.

LD 155 An Act Regarding Community-based Services for Youth Involved in the Juvenile
Justice System

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY
Public Law 2023, chapter 425 does the following.

1. It establishes a working group in the Children’s Cabinet consisting of the Department of
Corrections and the Department of Health and Human Services to promote coordination in the
provision of services to juveniles involved in the juvenile justice system and to examine other
states in regard to best practices and organizational structures for juvenile justice services.

2. It requires the Department of Corrections to develop and publish data regarding the number of
juveniles involved in the juvenile justice system.

3. It requires the Department of Corrections to submit an annual report in person to the joint
standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over criminal justice and public
safety matters regarding the diversion of youths out of the juvenile justice system and
expanding access to community-based therapeutic services for juveniles.
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4. It requires the Department of Corrections to submit an annual report to the joint standing
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over criminal justice and public safety matters
on the status of the identification and development of 2 small, secure, therapeutic residences
for youths for the purpose of providing detention and confinement.

LD 207 Resolve, Directing the Commissioner of Public Safety to Establish a Stakeholder
Group to Examine the Responsibilities, Fees and Duties of the Technical Building Codes and
Standards Board

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 29 directs the Commissioner of Public Safety to convene a stakeholder
group to examine the responsibilities, fees and duties of the Technical Building Codes and
Standards Board. The commissioner is required to invite the participation of several
commissioners of relevant departments and agencies or their designees, as well as representatives
from several trade associations and others. On or before February 15, 2024, the commissioner
must submit a report that includes the findings and recommendations of the stakeholder group,
including suggested legislation, to the Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public
Safety, which is authorized to submit a bill to the Second Regular Session of the 131st Legislature
on the subject matter of the report.

LD 229 An Act to Compensate Tribal Governments for Basic Training for a Law
Enforcement Officer Hired by Another Government Agency

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 242 adds tribal governments and full-time law enforcement officers
trained at the Indian police academy at the federal law enforcement training center to the formula
and reimbursement rates that provide that whenever a full time law enforcement officer trained at
a police academy at the expense of a particular government entity, which is defined to include
tribal governments, is subsequently hired by another governmental entity as a full-time law
enforcement officer within 5 years after graduation from the police academy, the hiring
governmental entity must reimburse the paying governmental entity.

LD 244 Resolve, Directing Maine Emergency Medical Services to Convene a Stakeholder
Group to Explore Emergency Medical Services Career Pathways and Educational
Opportunities in the State

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 15 directs the Department of Public Safety, Maine Emergency Medical
Services to convene a stakeholder group to explore career pathways and educational opportunities
for emergency medical services providers in the State. Maine Emergency Medical Services must
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submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety by January
15, 2024 that outlines the activities of the stakeholder group and includes any recommendations
or proposed legislation. The committee may report out legislation to the Second Regular Session
of the 131st Legislature.

LD 405 An Act Regarding False Public Alarms or Reports and Aggravated False Public
Alarms or Reports

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 430 establishes the new Class C crime of aggravated false public alarm
or report, which occurs when the elements of the existing crime of false public alarm or report are
met and the violation causes the evacuation, shutdown or lockdown of a building, school, public
square or park, place of assembly or public transportation facility. It also amends the crime of
false public alarm or report by adding emergency communications centers, enhanced 9-1-1
services or any other emergency services personnel to the list of organizations and persons to
which providing false information may constitute that crime.

LD 428 An Act to Reclassify Certain Offenses Under the Inland Fisheries and Wildlife Laws
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 431 makes the following changes to penalties for violating inland
fisheries and wildlife laws.

1. It limits the potential penalty for committing the following Class E crimes to only a fine.
A. Hunting without a license.
B. Most instances of unlawful use or possession of implement or aids.

C. Hunting, trapping, molesting or harassing a bear or releasing a dog or dogs for the
purpose of hunting bears or training dogs to hunt bear.

D. Certain violations made by the holder of a live bait retailer’s license.

E. Certain violations made by the holder of a baitfish wholesaler’s license.

F. Certain violations made by the holder of a smelt wholesale dealer’s license.
2. It changes the following violations from Class E crimes to civil violations.

G. A resident or nonresident under 16 years of age hunting without a junior hunting license.
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Engaging in the practice of falconry without a permit.
Hunting migratory game birds with a shotgun capable of holding more than 3 shells.
Allowing duck decoys to remain in the waters of Merrymeeting Bay in unpermitted times.

Leaving or allowing to remain in the waters of Merrymeeting Bay an artificial cover or
“stationary blind” during unpermitted hours.

Failing to follow certain requirements when placing bait to entice, hunt or trap black bears.

. Using more than 6 dogs at any one time to hunt bear.

Engaging in the training of dogs on wild birds and wild animals in an unlawful manner.

Holding field trials for beagles and other rabbit hounds during unpermitted times of the
year.

Holding field trials for sporting dogs without a license.

Charging others for the opportunity to hunt mallard ducks, pheasants, quail, Chukar
partridge and Hungarian partridge in an area or establishing a commercial shooting area
for such purpose without a license.

Charging the opportunity for others to fish in a private pond without a valid private fee
pond license.

Failure of the holder of a bait retailer’s license to present a receipted invoice, bill of lading,
bill of sale or other satisfactory evidence of the lawful possession of live baitfish or smelts
for retail sale upon request.

LD 429 An Act to Reclassify Certain Offenses Under the Motor Vehicle Laws and Increase
the Efficiency of the Criminal Justice System

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Effective January 1, 2024, Public Law 2023, chapter 362 updates provisions of the State’s motor
vehicle laws as follows.

1.

It updates the provision regarding failing or refusing to return every license, registration

certificate and registration plate after notice of a license suspension by changing this
violation from a Class E crime to a traffic infraction.

It updates the provision making it unlawful to remove a vehicle that has been towed, left at a

business after being repaired, left on a residential property for more than six months or left at
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a storage facility with unpaid fees or any part or accessory of a vehicle without the written
consent of the person in charge or the owner of the premises or property where the vehicle is
located by changing this violation from a Class E crime to a traffic infraction.

3. It adds unregistered vehicles and vehicles having improper plates to the list of permissible
reasons a vehicle may be removed when illegally parked or when used in the commission of
a crime.

LD 439 An Act to Allow Death by Suicide to Be Considered a Death While in the Line of
Duty

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 433 requires the applicable authority, when determining whether a law
enforcement officer, firefighter, emergency medical services person, Department of Corrections
law enforcement office or corrections officer has died while in the line of duty, to evaluate whether
an individual who died by suicide has died as a result of events or actions experienced by the
individual while in the line of duty. It also gives the Commissioner of Corrections rather than the
Chief of the State Police the authority to make that determination for Department of Corrections
law enforcement officers.

Public Law 2023, chapter 433 incorporates several provisions that were originally contained in LD
42 but were added to LD 439 by committee amendment due to their relevance and application to
other provisions in that bill. See also Criminal Justice and Public Safety, LD 42.

LD 516 An Act to Reduce Cancer Among Firefighters by Providing Grants for Safety
Equipment

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 437 establishes the Firefighter Safety Equipment Fund to allow fire
departments to purchase and install diesel vehicle exhaust systems and heavy-duty extractor
washing machines, and allows fire departments to apply to the Fire Protection Services
Commission for grants from this fund. It also directs the Fire Protection Services Commission to
establish criteria award grants to fire departments from the fund and to adopt rules to implement
this law and it provides a one-time $250,000 appropriation to support grants from the fund.

LD 526 An Act to Amend the Laws Governing the Emergency Medical Services Stabilization
and Sustainability Program

Public Law 2023, chapter 438 amends the definition of “emergency medical services entity” in the
Emergency Medical Services Stabilization and Sustainability Program laws to include all
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ambulance services, nontransporting emergency medical services, and emergency medical
services training centers licensed under the Maine Emergency Medical Services Act of 1982.

Public Law 2023, chapter 438 should be considered in conjunction with the relevant portions of
the biennial budget for fiscal years 2023-24 and 2024-25, codified at Public Law 2023, chapter
412, part A, section A-38. LD 526, as amended by Committee Amendment “A,” included a
$31,000,000 appropriation to fund an Emergency Medical Services Stabilization and
Sustainability Program, which the amendment also established. The substance of that amendment
was incorporated into the biennial budget, Public Law 2023, chapter 412. The final enacted
version of LD 526 includes a change to a definition to clarify those provisions enacted in the
biennial budget. See also Appropriations and Financial Affairs, LD 258.

LD 588 An Act to Promote Public Safety and Retain Essential First Responders by Funding
the Maine Length of Service Award Program

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 439 provides one-time funding in the amount of $500,000 in fiscal year
2024-25 for the Maine Length of Service Award Program, which provides length of service awards
to eligible volunteer firefighters and emergency medical services personnel.

LD 692 An Act Regarding Eligibility of County Jail Inmates for a Community Confinement
Monitoring Program

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 250 sets limitations on when a sheriff may assign an inmate in a county
jail who is serving a sentence for a crime against a family or household member to participate in
the community confinement monitoring program. It requires the jail administrator to determine
that the inmate is not reasonably likely to pose a risk to the safety of others in the community. In
making the determination, the jail administrator is required to, among other things, review and
consider the results of an evidence-based risk assessment and the inmate’s criminal history record.
The law also requires, when an inmate is assigned to a community confinement monitoring
program, that the county jail to make a good faith attempt to notify the victim of the underlying
crime at least 10 days prior to the inmates release on the program, and to do so by mail and by
phone or in person.
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LD 756 An Act Limit Changes to the Resource Coordination Agreement Between the
Bureau of State Police and the Penobscot County Sheriff's Department and Require Annual
Reporting Regarding Resource Coordination Agreements

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 443 prohibits any changes before December 1, 2024 to a resource
coordination agreement between the Department of Public Safety, Bureau of State Police and the
Penobscot County Sheriff’s Office that was in effect on May 1, 2023 unless mutually agreed upon
by the parties. Any agreed upon change must be in writing and must be provided to the Joint
Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety, the Joint Standing Committee on
Transportation and the Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs as soon
as practicable after it has been mutually agreed upon.

The law also requires the Bureau of State Police to report annually to the joint standing committees
of the Legislature having jurisdiction over criminal justice matters, transportation matters and
appropriations and financial affairs regarding resource coordination agreements between the
bureau and county sheriff’s departments, including where those agreements are in place, a
summary of the agreements and any changes to those agreements in the prior calendar year.

LD 847 Resolve, to Study Implementation of a Program to Provide Trauma-informed
Training for Law Enforcement Officers at the Maine Criminal Justice Academy

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 37 directs the Board of Trustees of the Maine Criminal Justice Academy to
conduct a study and develop recommendations based on findings from the study regarding the
implementation at the academy of a program to provide trauma-informed training for law
enforcement officers. The board must submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Criminal
Justice and Public Safety by February 15, 2024 containing the findings and recommendations of
the study, including proposed legislation. The committee may report out legislation relating to the
report.

LD 864 An Act to Clarify Provisions of the Maine Good Samaritan Law
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 178 amends the laws governing immunity from arrest, prosecution and
revocation and termination proceedings when assistance has been requested for a suspected drug-
related overdose to make a change to a cross-reference regarding which crimes qualify for that
immunity.
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LD 919 An Act Regarding Licensure in the Field of Emergency Medical Services
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 166 amends the Maine Emergency Medical Services Act of 1982 to
provide that the Emergency Medical Services’ Board may by rule establish appropriate licensure
levels and qualifications for emergency medical services persons, emergency medical dispatchers,
emergency medical services educators, emergency medical dispatch centers, emergency medical
services training centers, ambulance services and nontransporting emergency medical services.

LD 981 An Act to Require All Emergency Medical Services Persons to Be Trained to
Administer and Dispense Naloxone Hydrochloride

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Effective July 1, 2024, Public Law 2023, chapter 92 requires an emergency medical services
person to administer and dispense naloxone hydrochloride in compliance with protocols and
training.

LD 1014 An Act Regarding Payments to Recipients of Restitution
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 196 amends provisions of law regarding the payment of restitution to
victims of crimes in the following ways.

1. It provides that upon a final order of disposition of property in a criminal forfeiture
proceeding, prior to the deposit of proceeds from that disposition and any cash seized or
forfeited, any outstanding restitution must be removed and must be sent to the office of the
attorney for the State who prosecuted the case.

2. Itrequires that after release or discharge from institutional confinement or at the expiration of
a period of probation, an offender who is required to pay restitution must make any
outstanding restitution payments to the office of the attorney for the State who prosecuted the
case.

3. It requires the Department of Corrections provide an offender, prior to the offender’s
unconditional release and discharge from institutional confinement or completion of a period
of probation, written notice that any outstanding restitution must be paid to the office of the
attorney for the State that prosecuted the case.

4. Tt requires the Department of Corrections to notify the office of the attorney for the State who
prosecuted the case of the amount of restitution outstanding at least 30 days prior to an

ENACTED LAW SUMMARIES
1315T FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023
Page 11 of 17



JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

offender’s unconditional release and discharge from institutional confinement or completion
of a period of probation.

5. It requires that if an offender who is required to make restitution payments to the office of the
attorney for the State who prosecuted the case instead makes payment to the Department of
Corrections or the department otherwise receives money that is owed as restitution by an
offender who is no longer in the custody or under the supervision of the department, the
department must forward the money to the victim and must inform the office of the attorney
for the State who prosecuted the case of that action.

6. It clarifies language, changing references to “monetary compensation” to “restitution”.

LD 1036 An Act to Require All Uniformed Patrol Officers to Carry Naloxone Hydrochloride
When on Duty

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 153, requires that all law enforcement officers who perform duties as
uniformed patrol officers carry naloxone hydrochloride while on duty, obtain medical training in
accordance with protocols adopted by the Medical Direction and Practices Board and administer
or dispense intranasal naloxone hydrochloride as clinically indicated.

LD 1052 An Act to Expand Good Samaritan Protections for Naloxone Hydrochloride
Administration

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 154 amends provisions of law that provide immunity from civil penalty,
criminal penalty or professional disciplinary action for providing or administering naloxone
hydrochloride to an individual by extending this immunity to apply to all persons and entities.

LD 1103 An Act to Allow Persons Who Lawfully Use or Possess Cannabis to Own or Possess
Firearms or Ammunition

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 381 removes the use, possession or transport of cannabis pursuant to the
Cannabis Legalization Act or the Maine Medical Use of Cannabis Act from serving as a basis by
which a person can be prohibited from owning, possessing or having under the person’s control a
firearm under Maine law.
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LD 1119 An Act to Clarify the Criminal Statutes with Regard to Assaults on Emergency
Medical Services Persons

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 455 amends the crime of assault on an emergency medical care provider
by specifying that it is a Class C crime if a person causes bodily injury to a person licensed pursuant
to the Maine Emergency Medical Services Act of 1982 regardless of the location where the
emergency medical care is being provided and by changing the name of the crime to reflect this
amendment.

The law also creates the new crime of assault in an emergency room, which a person commits if
that person intentionally, knowingly or recklessly causes bodily injury to a person employed or
contracted by a licensed hospital and the injury occurs in the hospital’s designated emergency
room.

LD 1280 An Act to Invest in Maine’s Fire Service Training Facilities
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 459 provides one-time funding of $1,500,000 in fiscal year 2024-25 to
the Fire Protection Services Commission for fire service training facilities.

LD 1311 An Act Regarding the Legal Use or Possession of Cannabis or Marijuana Under
Conditions of Bail, Pretrial Release or Probation

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 299 amends laws regarding conditions placed on persons as part of
preconviction bail or conditional release by making the excessive use of cannabis or marijuana
consistent with existing provisions governing alcohol.

LD 1353 An Act to Require the Technical Building Codes and Standards Board to Adopt
the Canadian Standards Association Standard for Residential Mechanical Ventilation
Systems as an Alternative Standard Under the Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 292 requires the Department of Public Safety, Office of the State Fire
Marshal, Technical Building Codes and Standards Board to adopt the standard for indoor
ventilation set forth in the Canadian Standards Association Standard for Residential Mechanical
Ventilation Systems, CAN/CSA-F326-M91, as an alternative path to comply with the ASHRAE
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Standard 62.2 Ventilation and Acceptable Indoor Air Quality in Low-Rise Residential Buildings
under the Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code.

LD 1364 Resolve, to Study Methods of Preventing Opioid Overdose Deaths by Authorizing
Harm Reduction Health Centers

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 120 directs the Governor’s Office of Policy Innovation and the Future to
convene a working group to evaluate options for, identify barriers to and develop findings and
recommendations regarding the prevention of opioid overdose deaths by authorizing harm
reduction health centers in the State. On or before February 15, 2025, the office is required to
submit a report that includes the findings and recommendations of the working group, as well as
any proposed legislation, to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction
over criminal justice and public safety matters. The committee may report out legislation to the
132nd Legislature in 2025 after reviewing the report.

LD 1438 An Act to Require Standard Procedures to Protect Stalking Victims and Access to
Certain Criminal Complaints

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY
Public Law 2023, chapter 235 does the following.

1. It entitles a person who files a complaint with a Maine criminal justice agency under the
Freedom of Access Act to receive one copy of a complaint made by that person, and to do so
without being charged a fee.

2. It prohibits a Maine criminal justice agency from charging a fee to provide a copy of
intelligence and investigative record information to a crime victim or a victim’s agency or
attorney.

3. It requires all law enforcement agencies to adopt a written policy establishing a process to
ensure that, when a person files multiple, separate complaints regarding the behavior of another
person that may indicate a course of conduct constitution stalking, those complaints are
reviewed together to determine if the other person has engaged in stalking.

ENACTED LAW SUMMARIES
1315T FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023
Page 14 of 17



JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

LD 1484 Resolve, Regarding the Status of Federal Grant Applications or Money Secured
for the Funding of a Sexual Assault Kit Tracking Pilot Program

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 70 directs the Department of Public Safety to report to the Joint Standing
Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety by February 1, 2024 on the status of any federal
grant applications or money secured by the department for the purpose of funding a sexual assault
kit tracking pilot program, and authorizes the committee to report out a related bill during the
Second Regular Session of the 131st Legislature.

LD 1625 An Act to Update Criminal Indictment Procedures and Expand the Provision of
Counsel to Certain Indigent Defendants

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 485 makes the following changes to provisions of law concerning
criminal procedure.

1. It requires the court clerk to, without charge, furnish to any person indicted for a crime a copy
of the indictment if it is not sealed.

2. It requires the assignment of competent counsel before arraignment for indigent defendants
charged with murder or a Class A, B or C crime, unless waived by the defendant.

3. Itrequires the assignment of competent defense counsel, unless waived, if the court determines
that the accused is indigent and that there is a risk upon conviction that the accused: may be
sentenced to a term of imprisonment upon conviction; has a physical, mental or emotional
disability preventing the accused from fairly participating in the criminal proceeding without
counsel; or is a noncitizen for whom the criminal proceeding poses a risk of adverse
immigration consequences.

LD 1626 An Act to Standardize Requirements Between Boards of Visitors for County Jails
and Department of Corrections Correctional Facilities

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 383 standardizes and provides greater consistency in the requirements
and duties of the boards of visitors of county jails and those of Department of Corrections
correctional facilities and adds additional requirements for both jails and correctional facilities as
follows.

1. It increases county jail board of visitors members’ terms from 1 to 3 years.
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2. Itrequires at least one board of visitors member for both county jails and correctional facilities
to have experience in mental or behavioral health.

3. Itrequires that at least one member of each board of visitors of a correctional facility have been
previously incarcerated in a correctional facility.

4. It prohibits an employee of a sheriff’s office from serving on a board of visitors.

5. It provides additional duties for the boards of visitors of county jails regarding inspection of
the jail, making recommendations for services for inmates with mental health challenges,
reviewing management of the jail and its philosophy and mission and reporting requirements
to the Legislature.

6. It establishes additional orientation and training requirements for county jails and correctional
facilities.

LD 1632 An Act to Require Proper Storage of Forensic Exam Evidence
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 236 directs law enforcement agencies to collect and transport
anonymously collected forensic evidence from strangulation exams. It also increases the required
amount of time law enforcement agencies must store sexual assault forensic examination kits from
8 years to 20 years. It also requires law enforcement agencies store forensic examination kits for
strangulations for 6 years.

LD 1657 An Act to Define “Consent” and Amend the Law Governing Certain Sexual
Offenses

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 280 amends the Maine Criminal Code’s provisions concerning sexual
assault crimes in the following ways.

1. It defines the term “consent” in the Maine Criminal Code’s provisions concerning sexual
assault crimes to mean “a word or action by a person that indicates a freely given
agreement”.

2. It changes the language “expressly or impliedly acquiesced” and “acquiesced” as used as an
element in the crimes of gross sexual assault, unlawful sexual contact and unlawful sexual
touching to “consented”.
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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

LD 1701 Resolve, to Reestablish and Continue the Work of the Blue Ribbon Commission to
Study Emergency Medical Services in the State

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 99 reestablishes the Blue Ribbon Commission to Study Emergency Medical
Services in the State for the purpose of examining and making recommendations on the structure,
support and delivery of emergency medical services in the State.

Resolve 2023, chapter 99 was finally passed as an emergency measure effective July 19, 2023.

LD 1796 An Act to Protect Maine’s Transit Employees
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 476 requires that transit districts post signs in conspicuous places in all
transit district facilities accessible to the public informing the public of the penalties for assaulting
transit employees. It also requires employees of transit districts to receive de-escalation training
upon commencement of employment and once annually thereafter.

LD 1802 An Act to Include Certain Volunteer Firefighters in the Tax Credit for Employers
of Individuals Who Are Volunteer Firefighters or Volunteer Municipal Emergency Medical
Services Persons

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 478 extends a tax credit for employers who employ an individual who
is a volunteer firefighter to include “volunteer municipal firefighters,” who are defined as part-
time or on-call municipal firefighters who receive up to 20% of the compensation of a full-time
municipal firefighter and who may receive injury or death benefits.
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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

ANALYST NOTES
This section includes additional information relating to certain LDs as noted in a committee digest. This is
information staff found useful and may provide useful information to users of this Digest; please note that most LDs
do not have a note and lack of a note should not be interpreted as having any significance.

LD 582 An Act to Enhance Certain Penalties for Possession of Firearms by Prohibited
Persons
This bill was finally enacted in both the House and the Senate prior to the adjournment sine
die of the First Special Session but was not signed by the Governor. Pursuant to the

Constitution of Maine, the final disposition of this bill will be determined during the next
legislative session.
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Not
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Enacted

Not
Enacted

Enacted

Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs

LD 725

LD 1367

LD 631

LD 1002

LD 1861

LD 156

LD 253

LD 257

LD 1284

LD 1769

LD 436

SUBJECT INDEX

Adult Education

An Act to Add an Adult Education Pathway to a High School Diploma

An Act Regarding the Funding Formula for Adult Education

Attendance and School Days

An Act to Change the Notification Law for School Truancy

Resolve, Directing the Department of Education to Study the School
Day

An Act to Reduce Chronic Student Absenteeism

An Act to Require Outdoor Recess Time for Students from Grade 6 to
Grade 8

An Act to Add Health and Physical Education Requirements to High
School Diploma Standards

An Act to Provide for a Later Starting Time for High Schools

An Act to Require Personal Finance to be Taught as a Separate Course
to Obtain a High School Diploma

An Act Concerning Students Who Experience Educational Disruption
Due to Temporary or Permanent Changes Where They Live

Career and Technical Education

An Act to Provide Career and Technical Education Students with
Credit Toward High School Graduation for Work Completed in Career
and Technical Education Centers and Regions
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PUBLIC 99

RESOLVE 124
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CARRIED OVER
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PUBLIC 247



Not
Enacted

Not
Enacted

Enacted

Not
Enacted

Enacted

LD 1283

LD 33

LD 617

LD 1158

LD 1565

LD 1820

LD 1942

LD 1527

LD 873

LD 1164

LD 15

LD 320

Resolve, to Reestablish the Task Force to Study the Creation of a
Comprehensive Career and Technical Education System

An Act to Expand Access to Career and Technical Education
Opportunities for Middle School Students

An Act to Foster Career and Technical Education in Maine Schools by
Creating an Additional Pathway to Certify Industrial Arts Teachers

An Act to Recognize the Critical Nature of Workforce Development
Through Career and Technical Education by Establishing an
Adjustment for Career and Technical Education Centers in the School
Funding Formula

Resolve, to Establish a Pilot Program to Provide Grants to Expand Age
Eligibility for Life Skills and Vocational Programs in Public Schools

An Act to Expand Access to Good Jobs with Better Career and
Technical Education

An Act to Ensure Equity in Career and Technical Education Staffing
Support Ratios Across Varied Regions of the State

Community Schools

An Act to Promote the Community School Program

CovVID-19

An Act to Continue the Department of Education Diploma Program
Related to the COVID-19 Pandemic

An Act to Continue the Department of Education Diploma Program
Related to the COVID-19 Pandemic

Cultural Affairs

An Act to Amend the Law Governing the State Grant Program
Administered by the Maine Historic Preservation Commission

An Act to Support the Maine Multicultural Center
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Not
Enacted

Enacted

Not
Enacted

LD 273

LD 669

LD 1002

LD 1526

LD 123

LD 222

LD 253

LD 254

LD 618

LD 730

LD 1008

LD 1084

LD 1129

LD 1196

LD 1199

An Act to Provide Funds to the Malaga 1912 Scholarship Fund

An Act to Create the Public Art Fund

Curriculum, Instruction and Testing

Resolve, Directing the Department of Education to Study the School
Day

Resolve, to Provide Grants to Support Reading Proficiency
Programming in Schools

An Act to Eliminate the Educational Purposes Exception to the
Prohibition on the Dissemination of Obscene Matter to Minors

An Act to Require Students to Demonstrate Knowledge of the
Constitution of Maine and the United States Constitution

An Act to Add Health and Physical Education Requirements to High
School Diploma Standards

An Act to Update the Sex Education and Consent Curriculum

An Act to Eliminate Critical Race Theory, Social and Emotional

Learning and Diversity, Equity and Inclusion from School Curricula

An Act to Provide Traffic Safety Education in Schools

An Act to Establish a Rating System for Books in School Libraries

An Act to Enhance Wildlife Conservation Efforts and Preserve

Sporting Heritage by Making the Elements of a Hunter Safety Course a

Part of Public School Curriculum

An Act to Enact the Curriculum Transparency Act

An Act to Require Public Schools to Allow Parents and Guardians to
Opt Out Their Children with Respect to Portions of the Curriculum

An Act to Provide Transparency in Public School Curricula
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Enacted

LD 1284

LD 1510

LD 1518

LD 1565

LD 1589

LD 1642

LD 1643

LD 1800

LD 2001

An Act to Require Personal Finance to be Taught as a Separate Course
to Obtain a High School Diploma

Resolve, to Provide Grants to Promote Innovative Learning Strategies

An Act Regarding the Rights of Parents to Withdraw Their Children
from Public School Classes or Activities That Include Certain
Controversial Viewpoints

Resolve, to Establish a Pilot Program to Provide Grants to Expand Age
Eligibility for Life Skills and Vocational Programs in Public Schools

Resolve, Directing the Department of Education to Adopt Rules
Prohibiting Teachers in Public Schools from Engaging in Political,
Ideological and Religious Advocacy in the Classroom

An Act to Strengthen the Teaching of Wabanaki Studies in Maine
Schools

An Act Regarding Instructional Materials, Surveys, Analyses,
Evaluations and Events at Public Schools

An Act Regarding Parental Rights in Education

An Act to Establish the African American Studies Advisory Council
and Require Funding for African American Studies

Department of Education and State Board of Education

LD 393

LD 394

LD 485

LD 489

LD 873

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 33:
Rules Governing Physical Restraint and Seclusion, a Major Substantive
Rule of the Department of Education

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 117: Rule
Regarding the Duties of School Counselors and School Social
Workers, a Major Substantive Rule of the Department of Education

Resolve, Directing the State Board of Education to Study Educator
Credential Requirements

An Act to Provide Equal Educational Opportunity by Adopting Rules
Ensuring Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Protected Class Status in
Educational Institutions

An Act to Continue the Department of Education Diploma Program
Related to the COVID-19 Pandemic
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CARRIED OVER

CARRIED OVER

Majority (ONTP)
Report

ONTP

Majority (ONTP)
Report

CARRIED OVER
Majority (ONTP)
Report

Majority (ONTP)
Report

CARRIED OVER

RESOLVE 49

RESOLVE 31

RESOLVE 54

PUBLIC 105

PUBLIC 171



Not
Enacted

LD 1018

LD 1033

LD 1420

LD 1472

LD 1526

LD 1528

LD 1799

LD 142

LD 143

LD 612

LD 948

LD 1164

LD 1491

LD 1510

LD 1520

Resolve, Directing the Department of Education to Establish a RESOLVE 125
Working Group to Review the State Board of Education's Membership,
Responsibilities, Functions and Staffing

Resolve, Directing the Department of Education to Develop and RESOLVE 41
Distribute Guidance for Diploma Options at the Arthur R. Gould

School

An Act to Strengthen Maine's Elementary and Secondary Education PUBLIC 397

System by Clarifying Purposes and Procedures for Reviews of Schools

Resolve, Directing the Department of Education and the Maine RESOLVE 44
Municipal Bond Bank to Amend Their Rules Regarding the Maine

School Facilities Finance Program and the School Revolving

Renovation Fund

Resolve, to Provide Grants to Support Reading Proficiency RESOLVE 122
Programming in Schools

Resolve, Directing the Department of Education to Submit a Report on RESOLVE 82
Services Provided By the Child Development Services System and by
School Administrative Units

An Act to Expand Maine's High-quality Early Learning and Care for PUBLIC 477
Children by Increasing Public Preschool Opportunities in Communities

An Act to Fund Climate-related Service Work CARRIED OVER
An Act to Support Rural Service Programming and Promote CARRIED OVER
Volunteerism

An Act to Create a Green Schools Coordinator in the Department of Died On
Education Adjournment

An Act to Create a Liaison Position Between the Department of CARRIED OVER
Education and the Department of Health and Human Services on Early
Childhood Education Matters

An Act to Continue the Department of Education Diploma Program ONTP
Related to the COVID-19 Pandemic

An Act to Establish a Teacher Shortage Coordinator CARRIED OVER

Resolve, to Provide Grants to Promote Innovative Learning Strategies =~ CARRIED OVER

Resolve, Directing the Department of Education and the Department of CARRIED OVER
Health and Human Services to Study Placing Child Care Facilities in
Schools
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LD 2001 An Act to Establish the African American Studies Advisory Council CARRIED OVER
and Require Funding for African American Studies

Early Childhood and Public Preschool Programs

Enacted LD 684 Resolve, Directing the Department of Education to Study the Educare = RESOLVE 116
Model
LD 1799 An Act to Expand Maine's High-quality Early Learning and Care for PUBLIC 477
Children by Increasing Public Preschool Opportunities in Communities
Eﬁ; ted LD 948 An Act to Create a Liaison Position Between the Department of CARRIED OVER
cte Education and the Department of Health and Human Services on Early
Childhood Education Matters
Early Childhood Special Education Programs
Enacted S . .
LD 1528 Resolve, Directing the Department of Education to Submit a Report on RESOLVE 82
Services Provided By the Child Development Services System and by
School Administrative Units
Eﬁ; ted LD 1309 An Act to Clarify Requirements for Payment of Tuition for Children Died On
cte with Disabilities by the Department of Education's Child Development ~Adjournment
Services System
Early College Programs
Eﬁ; ted LD 837 An Act to Ensure College Credit Classes Taken in Secondary School ONTP
cte Are Credited at the University Level
Education - Other
Enacted N . . .
LD 881 Resolve, Directing the University of Maine System to Study the RESOLVE 27
Barriers to Use of Cross-laminated Timber
LD 1389 An Act to Establish a Mobile Learning Lab PUBLIC 461
LD 1786 An Act to Repeal and Replace the Charter of the Boothbay-Boothbay P & S 12
Harbor Community School District
Not .
LD 241 An Act to Reform Education ONTP
Enacted
LD 345 An Act Regarding Educational Policies and Programs CARRIED OVER
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Enacted

Not
Enacted

LD 1421

LD 1702 Resolve, to Establish the Commission to Improve the Educational
Experience of People Who Are Resettling in Maine

LD 232

LD 1160

LD 154

LD 280

LD 385

LD 386

LD 829

LD 889

LD 951

LD 974

LD 1158

LD 1369

An Act to Provide Funds to the Maine Indian Education School District CARRIED OVER

Essential Programs and Services and School Finance

An Act to Amend the Laws Governing Bonding Restrictions for School
Administrative Units

Resolve, Directing the Department of Education to Analyze Data on
the Essential Programs and Services Funding Formula and Allocation

Methodology

An Act Regarding Special Education Funding for So-called Minimum
Receiver School Administration Units

An Act to Make Maine Schools Safer and Healthier by Increasing the
Maximum Debt Service Limit

Resolve, Directing the Department of Education to Examine
Alternative Metrics for Determining the Disadvantaged Student Factor
in the School Funding Formula

An Act to Assist Schools with Heating and Transportation Fuel Costs
During the School Year

An Act to Improve Behavioral Health Support for Students in Public

Schools

An Act to Better Support the Educational Attainment of Low and
Moderate-income Communities by Providing Additional Funding to
Certain School Administrative Units

An Act to Amend the State Education Funding Formula to Create
Equity Between Municipalities by Adding Median Income to the

Formula

An Act to Establish Minimum Pay for Educational Technicians and
Other School Support Staff

An Act to Recognize the Critical Nature of Workforce Development
Through Career and Technical Education by Establishing an
Adjustment for Career and Technical Education Centers in the School

Funding Formula

An Act to Amend the Essential Programs and Services Funding
Formula to Include All Costs for the Transportation of Students

Education and Cultural Affairs
Page Number: 7 of 17

Died On
Adjournment

PUBLIC 210
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CARRIED OVER
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CARRIED OVER
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Enacted

Not
Enacted

Enacted

Not
Enacted

LD 1402

LD 1532

LD 1942

LD 1315

LD 871

LD 867

LD 921

LD 947

LD 1183

LD 1315

LD 156

LD 253

LD 348

LD 829

An Act to Provide an Additional Allocation in the School Funding
Formula to Cover Tax-exempt Property or a Large Economically
Disadvantaged Student Population

An Act to Require the Timely Reimbursement by the State of Costs
Incurred by a School Administrative Unit for Special Education
Programs

An Act to Ensure Equity in Career and Technical Education Staffing
Support Ratios Across Varied Regions of the State

Extracurricular Programs and Activities

An Act to Require Public Schools to Offer Training for Secondary
Students on the Administration of Naloxone Hydrochloride

An Act to Provide Support for the Maine Discovery Museum's
Informal Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics
Education Programs Throughout the State

Health, Nutrition and Safety

An Act Regarding Undesignated Ready-to-use Glucagon Rescue
Therapies in Schools

An Act to Allow the Local Foods Fund for Public Schools to Be Used
for Processed and Value-added Maine Food Products

An Act to Support the Distribution of Free Summer Lunches for
Children

An Act to Establish the School Meal Equipment and Program
Improvement Fund

An Act to Require Public Schools to Offer Training for Secondary
Students on the Administration of Naloxone Hydrochloride

An Act to Require Outdoor Recess Time for Students from Grade 6 to
Grade 8

An Act to Add Health and Physical Education Requirements to High
School Diploma Standards

An Act to Make Menstrual Products Available in Certain Schools

An Act to Improve Behavioral Health Support for Students in Public
Schools
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PUBLIC 460
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PUBLIC 181

PUBLIC 457

PUBLIC 460
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Not
Enacted

Enacted

Not
Enacted

LD 1042

LD 1128

LD 1263

LD 2002

LD 51

LD 869

LD 1098

LD 1148

LD 1209

LD 1228

LD 1741

LD 1458

LD 213

An Act to Update Youth Sports Concussion and Injury Prevention
Protocols

An Act to Address Student Hunger and Nutrition Through Expanded
Access to Free Milk in Schools

An Act to Require Certain School Identification Cards to Include the
Telephone Number of a Suicide and Crisis Hotline

An Act to Provide Incentives to Schools That Contract for Certain
Social Work and Family Therapy Services

Immunization

An Act to Restore Religious and Philosophical Exemptions to
Immunization Requirements

An Act to Protect Education Access by Prohibiting a Mandate for
Schoolchildren for a COVID-19 Vaccine or a Vaccine Under an
Emergency Use Authorization

An Act to Restore Religious and Philosophical Exemptions Regarding
Immunization Requirements

An Act to Prohibit COVID-19 Vaccine Mandates for Students Enrolled
in Public Institutions of Learning

An Act to Reinstate the Religious and Philosophical Vaccine
Exemptions for Private Schools and Virtual Public Charter Schools

An Act to Prohibit Certain Higher Education Institutions from
Requiring Vaccines Approved Under Emergency Use Authorization
for Admission or Attendance

An Act to Promote Educational Opportunity Through the Educational
Choice Tax Credit Program, Eliminating Certain Restrictions on
Charter Schools and Virtual Public Charter Schools, Allowing More
Entities to Authorize Charter Schools and Clarifying Educational
Policy on Immunization Requirements

Magnet Schools

An Act to Increase Funding for the Maine School of Science and
Mathematics

An Act to Maintain the Authority of the Maine School for Marine
Science, Technology, Transportation and Engineering
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CARRIED OVER

Majority (ONTP)
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Majority (ONTP)
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Majority (ONTP)
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Majority (ONTP)
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Postsecondary Education - General

Enacted LD 129 Resolve, to Direct the University of Maine System to Study the RESOLVE 114
Feasibility of Establishing a Public Allopathic Medical School in
Penobscot County
LD 830 Resolve, Directing the Maine Community College System to Study RESOLVE 17
Providing On-campus Housing on All Campuses
LD 881 Resolve, Directing the University of Maine System to Study the RESOLVE 27
Barriers to Use of Cross-laminated Timber
LD 1026 Resolve, to Direct the University of Maine System to Study the RESOLVE 56
Feasibility of Establishing a Dental Therapy Degree Program at the
University of Maine at Augusta
LD 1264 Resolve, Establishing the Commission to Update Maine's Public Policy RESOLVE 102
on Higher Education
Not LD 19  An Act to Authorize the National Institute of Funeral Service to Grant CARRIED OVER
Enacted .
Associate Degrees
LD 174 An Act to Return the Name of the Maine Community College System  Majority (ONTP)
to the Maine Technical College System Report
LD 271 An Act Requiring the University of Maine System and the Maine ONTP
Community College System to Offer a For-credit Course on Hunting,
Fishing, Recreational Shooting and Trapping
LD 309 An Act to Ensure Equitable Access to All Higher Education Leave to Withdraw
Institutions Pursuant to Joint
Rule 310
Postsecondary Education Finance and Student Aid
Enacted . . . . .
LD 1988 An Act to Provide Critical Matching Funds for Child Care Services on PUBLIC 486
the Northern Maine Community College Campus
EOt ted LD 18  An Act to Provide Ongoing Funding for up to 2 Years of Community = Leave to Withdraw
nacte College for Certain Maine Students Pursuant to Joint
Rule 310

LD 64  An Act to Ensure In-state Tuition for Postsecondary Students Who Are ONTP
Registered to Vote in the State

LD 173  An Act Regarding the Responsibility for Technology Instruction ONTP
Marketing Costs by the Maine Community College System

Education and Cultural Affairs
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Enacted

Not
Enacted

Enacted

Not
Enacted

Enacted

Not
Enacted

LD 447

LD 512

LD 944

LD 1028

LD 1139

An Act to Support Higher Education in Maine by Providing Funds to
Maine's Community Colleges

An Act to Promote Student Enrollment and Degree Completion in the
University of Maine System by Providing Tuition Waivers to Eligible
Students

An Act to Allow Refugees, Asylees and Asylum Seekers to Qualify for
In-state Tuition

An Act to Expand the Higher Education Tuition Waiver for Persons
Who Have Resided in Foster Care

An Act to Improve Ferry Service Reliability by Providing Scholarships
at the Maine Maritime Academy

Postsecondary Education Governance and Coordination

LD 1556

LD 1656

LD 897

LD 100

LD 1420

LD 808

LD 1089

LD 338

An Act to Provide a Private Support Organization for the Maine
Maritime Academy

An Act to Allow Student Representation Within the Governance of the
University of Maine System

An Act Regarding the University of Maine System Hiring Practices

Private Schools

An Act to Require Annual Financial Audits of Certain Private Schools
Approved for Tuition Purposes

An Act to Strengthen Maine's Elementary and Secondary Education
System by Clarifying Purposes and Procedures for Reviews of Schools

An Act to Amend Laws Affecting Tuition at State-approved Schools

Public Charter Schools and School Choice

An Act to Require Presentation of the Maine Charter School
Commission's Annual Report

An Act to Allow Education Funding to Follow the Student
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PUBLIC 278
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Enacted

Not
Enacted

LD 809

LD 1741

LD 1798

LD 1838

LD 1841

LD 1860

LD 204

LD 892

LD 52

LD 317

LD 518

LD 1326

LD 1557

An Act to Allow Regional School Units with School Choice to Opt Out ONTP

of School Choice

An Act to Promote Educational Opportunity Through the Educational

Choice Tax Credit Program, Eliminating Certain Restrictions on

Charter Schools and Virtual Public Charter Schools, Allowing More

Entities to Authorize Charter Schools and Clarifying Educational
Policy on Immunization Requirements

An Act to Support School Choice by Establishing Empowerment
Scholarship Accounts
An Act to Create the Empowerment Scholarship Account Program

An Act to Establish the Hope and Inclusion Scholarship Program

An Act to Create the Educational Opportunity Account Program

Safe Schools and Student Conduct

An Act to Ensure Safe Access to Schools by Implementing
Interlocking Door Controller Technology

An Act to Improve School Safety and Preparedness Through
Comprehensive Health and Safety and Emergency Management
Planning

An Act to Allow Certain School Employees to Carry Firearms on
School Property

An Act Regarding Safe Schools

An Act to Allow Armed Security in Schools

An Act to Increase School Security Through Design and Protocol

An Act to Increase and Enhance School Safety by Allowing
Individuals with Concealed Carry Permits to Possess Handguns on
School Property
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Report

Majority (ONTP)
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School Boards and School Budgets

Not LD 515 An Act to Require School Board Approval of Superintendent Rules and Majority (ONTP)
Enacted . .
Administrative Procedures Report
LD 1300 An Act to Give the Governing Board of a Municipality Input into the =~ ONTP
Budget Developed by a School Board
LD 1370 An Act to Simplify the School Budget Validation Process ONTP
LD 1567 An Act to Create a Training Program for School Board Members and ~ ONTP
Establish School Board Meeting Standards
LD 1571 An Act to Provide Meaningful Public Participation at Local School ONTP
Board Meetings
LD 1697 An Act to Implement Background Checks for School Board Members ~ ONTP
LD 1748 An Act to Reform the School Budget Referendum Process by Limiting Died Between
the Circumstances in Which Referenda Occur Houses
School Construction, Facilities and Transportation
Enacted . . -
LD 232 An Act to Amend the Laws Governing Bonding Restrictions for School PUBLIC 210
Administrative Units
LD 1415 An Act to Expand Access to School Construction Funding PUBLIC 462
LD 1472 Resolve, Directing the Department of Education and the Maine RESOLVE 44
Municipal Bond Bank to Amend Their Rules Regarding the Maine
School Facilities Finance Program and the School Revolving
Renovation Fund
Eﬁ;c ted LD 280 An Act to Make Maine Schools Safer and Healthier by Increasing the = CARRIED OVER

Maximum Debt Service Limit

LD 386 An Actto Assist Schools with Heating and Transportation Fuel Costs ~ ONTP
During the School Year

LD 570 Resolve, to Provide Information to Maine's School Administrators and ONTP
Maine Communities About the Financial Advantages of Modern Wood
Heating
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Enacted

Not
Enacted

LD 612 An Act to Create a Green Schools Coordinator in the Department of

LD 957

LD 992

LD 1053

LD 1113

LD 1369

LD 1842

LD 343

LD 1366

LD 1861

LD 955

LD 974

LD 1237

LD 1314

LD 1769

Education

An Act Requiring Water Bottle Filling Stations in New and Renovated

Public Schools

An Act to Create a Fund for the Abatement and Disposal of
Polychlorinated Biphenyls in School Construction Projects

An Act to Allow School Activity Buses for Public Schools

An Act to Require Transparency Regarding School Construction
Spending

An Act to Amend the Essential Programs and Services Funding
Formula to Include All Costs for the Transportation of Students

Resolve, to Support Energy Upgrades at Maine Public Schools and
Ensure That New School Construction Meets Current Energy
Efficiency Standards

School Support Staff

An Act to Invest in an Educational Technician Training Program to
Address Shortages in Public Schools

An Act to Address Educational Technician Shortages in Public Schools

by Establishing an Alternative Certification Pathway

An Act to Reduce Chronic Student Absenteeism

An Act to Address Shortages of School Support Staff by Increasing the

Minimum Hourly Wage for Those Staff

An Act to Establish Minimum Pay for Educational Technicians and
Other School Support Staff

An Act to Establish a Minimum Hourly Wage for School Support Staff

An Act to Establish a Minimum Salary for Educational Specialists,
Educational Technicians and School Teaching Professionals

An Act Concerning Students Who Experience Educational Disruption

Due to Temporary or Permanent Changes Where They Live
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Enacted

Not
Enacted

Not
Enacted

Enacted

Not
Enacted

LD 79

LD 98

LD 154

LD 1532

LD 1144

LD 1333

LD 485

LD 753

LD 1608

LD 67

LD 335

LD 617

LD 703

Special Education

An Act to Ensure a High-quality Education for Students with
Disabilities by Clarifying the Definition of "State Agency Client" and
Who Provides Special Education Programs and Services

An Act to Update the Special Education Laws

An Act Regarding Special Education Funding for So-called Minimum
Receiver School Administration Units

An Act to Require the Timely Reimbursement by the State of Costs
Incurred by a School Administrative Unit for Special Education
Programs

Student Privacy

An Act to Ban Monitoring Software Targeting Maine Students

Resolve, Directing the Department of Education to Report on School
Internet and Student Data Collection Best Practices

Teacher Certification and Professional Development

Resolve, Directing the State Board of Education to Study Educator
Credential Requirements

An Act to Allow Retired Teachers and Educational Technicians to Be
Recertified

An Act to Address Teacher Shortages Through Financial Assistance
and Career Advancement Opportunities

An Act to Increase the Number of Educational Professionals by
Accepting Out-of-state Certification

An Act to Improve Educator Certification Response Times

An Act to Foster Career and Technical Education in Maine Schools by
Creating an Additional Pathway to Certify Industrial Arts Teachers

An Act to Clarify the Requirements Regarding Fingerprinting Law
Enforcement Officers in Schools
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PUBLIC 449

PUBLIC 450

CARRIED OVER

ONTP

ONTP

CARRIED OVER

RESOLVE 54

PUBLIC 442

PUBLIC 469

ONTP

CARRIED OVER

ONTP

Majority (ONTP)
Report



LD 712  An Act to Extend or Waive Requirements for Certain Teaching ONTP
Certificates

LD 1020 Resolve, Directing the Department of Education to Update Course ONTP
Requirements for Certification of Industrial Arts Teachers and to
Finally Adopt Major Substantive Rules

LD 1217 Resolve, to Create a Pilot Program for Alternative Teacher CARRIED OVER
Certification

Teachers and Administrators

Enacted LD 1608 An Act to Address Teacher Shortages Through Financial Assistance PUBLIC 469
and Career Advancement Opportunities
Eﬁ;c ted LD 1064 An Act to Increase the Minimum Teacher Salary CARRIED OVER
LD 1398 An Act to Increase Teacher Salaries ONTP
LD 1491 An Act to Establish a Teacher Shortage Coordinator CARRIED OVER
LD 1773 An Act to Increase the State's Share of the Cost of Health Insurance for CARRIED OVER
Retired Teachers
LD 1892 An Act to Make Student Transfer Agreements Renew Automatically Majority (ONTP)
Except in Certain Circumstances Report
LD 1898 An Act to Ensure That a Teacher Who Participates in the Prevention of HELD BY
Dangerous Behavior Is Protected Under a Collective Bargaining GOVERNOR
Agreement
Workforce Development and Career Options
Not LD 142  An Act to Fund Climate-related Service Work CARRIED OVER
Enacted
LD 143  An Act to Support Rural Service Programming and Promote CARRIED OVER
Volunteerism
LD 310 An Act to Increase the Workforce in the State ONTP
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LD 1820 An Act to Expand Access to Good Jobs with Better Career and ONTP
Technical Education
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131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023

DIGEST OF BILLS

Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs

Date of last
Comm Final Enacted Laws | Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition Law Ch Note? |S
An Act to Amend the Law Governing the State Grant
Program Administered by the Maine Historic Preservation Reported
EDU 15 |Commission Out|OTP 3/2/23 Enacted PL 9 =
Leave to
Withdraw
An Act to Provide Ongoing Funding for up to 2 Years of Reported Pursuant to
EDU 18 |Community College for Certain Maine Students Out|LTW 5/3/23 | Joint Rule 310 4 @
An Act to Authorize the National Institute of Funeral Carry Over Carried in
EDU 19 |Service to Grant Associate Degrees Approved Comm 7/25/23 «
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Expand Access to Career and Technical Education Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 33 |Opportunities for Middle School Students Out|ONTP 5/16/23 310 «
Accepted
An Act to Restore Religious and Philosophical Exemptions Reported Majority
EDU 51 [to Immunization Requirements Out|/ONTP/OTP 5/1/23 | (ONTP) Report @
Accepted
An Act to Allow Certain School Employees to Carry Firearms Reported Majority
EDU 52 |on School Property Out|/ONTP/OTP 6/12/23 | (ONTP) Report ©
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Ensure In-state Tuition for Postsecondary Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 64 [Students Who Are Registered to Vote in the State Out|ONTP 3/10/23 310 =
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Increase the Number of Educational Professionals Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 67 |by Accepting Out-of-state Certification Out|ONTP 5/4/23 310 «
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Date of last -
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Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition Law Ch Note? |S
An Act to Ensure a High-quality Education tor Students with
Disabilities by Clarifying the Definition of "State Agency
Client" and Who Provides Special Education Programs and Reported|OTP-
EDU 79 |[Services Out|AM/ONTP 6/5/23 Enacted PL 449 ©v
Reported|OTP-
EDU 98 |An Act to Update the Special Education Laws Out|AM/ONTP 6/5/23 Enacted PL 450 “v
An Act to Require Annual Financial Audits of Certain Private Reported
EDU 100 |[Schools Approved for Tuition Purposes Out|OTP-AM 5/10/23 Enacted PL 112 v
An Act to Eliminate the Educational Purposes Exception to Accepted
the Prohibition on the Dissemination of Obscene Matter to Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
EDU 123 |Minors Out|AM 6/12/23 | (ONTP) Report «
Resolve, to Direct the University of Maine System to Study
the Feasibility of Establishing a Public Allopathic Medical Reported|OTP-
EDU 129 |[School in Penobscot County Out|AM/ONTP 6/5/23 Finally Passed | RESLV 114 ©Y
Carried On
Reported|OTP- Approps
EDU 142 |An Act to Fund Climate-related Service Work Out|AM/ONTP Table 4/19/23 ©Y
Carried On
An Act to Support Rural Service Programming and Promote Reported|OTP- Approps
EDU 143 |Volunteerism Out|AM/ONTP Table 3/10/23 ©v
Carried On
An Act Regarding Special Education Funding for So-called Reported|OTP- Approps
EDU 154 [Minimum Receiver School Administration Units Out|AM/ONTP Table 5/17/23 ©v
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Require Outdoor Recess Time for Students from Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 156 |Grade 6 to Grade 8 Out|ONTP 3/30/23 310 ©
Ought Not to
An Act Regarding the Responsibility for Technology Pass Pursuant
Instruction Marketing Costs by the Maine Community Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 173 |[College System Out|ONTP 3/10/23 310 =
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Accepted
An Act to Return the Name of the Maine Community Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
EDU 174 |College System to the Maine Technical College System Out|AM 4/26/23 | (ONTP) Report @
An Act to Ensure Safe Access to Schools by Implementing Reported
EDU 204 |Interlocking Door Controller Technology Out|OTP-AM 5/17/23 Enacted PL 452 v
Ought Not to
An Act to Maintain the Authority of the Maine School for Pass Pursuant
Marine Science, Technology, Transportation and Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 213 [Engineering Out|ONTP 3/30/23 310 @
An Act to Require Students to Demonstrate Knowledge of Accepted
the Constitution of Maine and the United States Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
EDU 222 |Constitution Out|AM 4/18/23 | (ONTP) Report «
An Act to Amend the Laws Governing Bonding Restrictions Reported
EDU 232 [for School Administrative Units Out|OTP-AM 6/6/23 Enacted PL 210 ©v
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 241 |An Act to Reform Education Out|ONTP 5/10/23 310 @
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Add Health and Physical Education Requirements Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 253 |to High School Diploma Standards Out|ONTP 3/30/23 310 @
An Act to Update the Sex Education and Consent Carry Over Carried in
EDU 254 |Curriculum Approved Comm 7/25/23 “v
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 257 |An Act to Provide for a Later Starting Time for High Schools Out|ONTP 3/30/23 310 «
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An Act Requiring the University of Maine System and the Ought Not to
Maine Community College System to Offer a For-credit Pass Pursuant
Course on Hunting, Fishing, Recreational Shooting and Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 271 |Trapping Out|ONTP 4/7/23 310 ©
Carried On
An Act to Provide Funds to the Malaga 1912 Scholarship Reported|OTP- Approps
EDU 273 |Fund Out|AM/ONTP Table 6/5/23 ©v
Carried On
An Act to Make Maine Schools Safer and Healthier by Reported Approps
EDU 280 [Increasing the Maximum Debt Service Limit Out|OTP-AM Table 5/5/23 ©Y
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 293 |An Act to Revise the School Funding Formula Out|ONTP 4/24/23 310 «
Leave to
Withdraw
An Act to Ensure Equitable Access to All Higher Education Reported Pursuant to
EDU 309 |[Institutions Out|LTW 5/3/23 Joint Rule 310 «
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 310 |An Act to Increase the Workforce in the State Out|ONTP 5/10/23 310 «
Accepted
Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
EDU 317 |An Act Regarding Safe Schools Out|AM 6/8/23 | (ONTP) Report @
Reported|OTP-
EDU 320 |An Act to Support the Maine Multicultural Center Out|AM/ONTP 6/2/23 Enacted PL 428 ©Y
Carried On
Reported|OTP- Approps
EDU 335 |An Act to Improve Educator Certification Response Times Out|/AM/ONTP Table 5/16/23 ©Y
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Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 338 |An Act to Allow Education Funding to Follow the Student Out|ONTP 5/10/23 310 ©
An Act to Invest in an Educational Technician Training Reported|OTP-
EDU 343 |[Program to Address Shortages in Public Schools Out|AM/ONTP 5/24/23 Enacted PL 453 “v
Carry Over Carried in
EDU 345 |An Act Regarding Educational Policies and Programs Approved Comm 7/25/23 «v
Carried On
An Act to Make Menstrual Products Available in Certain Reported|OTP- Approps
EDU 348 |[Schools Out|/AM/ONTP Table 6/12/23 ©v
Ought Not to
Resolve, Directing the Department of Education to Examine Pass Pursuant
Alternative Metrics for Determining the Disadvantaged Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 385 [Student Factor in the School Funding Formula Out|ONTP 4/24/23 310 @
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Assist Schools with Heating and Transportation Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 386 |Fuel Costs During the School Year Out|ONTP 3/17/23 310 =
Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions ot
Chapter 33: Rules Governing Physical Restraint and
Seclusion, a Major Substantive Rule of the Department of Reported Emergency
EDU 393 |Education Out|OTP-AM 6/7/23 Finally Passed | RESLV 49 ©Y
Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 117: Rule
Regarding the Duties of School Counselors and School
Social Workers, a Major Substantive Rule of the Reported|OTP/OTP-
EDU 394 [Department of Education Out|AM 5/9/23 Finally Passed | RESLV 31 ©v
An Act to Provide Career and Technical Education Students
with Credit Toward High School Graduation for Work
Completed in Career and Technical Education Centers and Reported
EDU 436 |Regions Out|OTP-AM 6/13/23 Enacted PL 247 ©Y
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Carried On
An Act to Support Higher Education in Maine by Providing Reported|OTP- Approps
EDU 447 |Funds to Maine's Community Colleges Out|AM/ONTP Table 4/28/23 ©Y
Resolve, Directing the Department of Education, Maine
School Safety Center to Convene a Stakeholder Group to
Develop Best Practices for Lockdown Drills and Active
Shooter Drills and Allowing Parents to Opt Out of Active Reported|OTP-
EDU 477 |Shooter Drills for Their Children Out|AM/ONTP 4/24/23 | Finally Passed | RESLV 115 ©Y
Resolve, Directing the State Board of Education to Study Reported
EDU 485 |Educator Credential Requirements Out|OTP-AM 6/2/23 Finally Passed | RESLV 54 ©v
An Act to Provide Equal Educational Opportunity by
Adopting Rules Ensuring Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Reported
EDU 489 |Protected Class Status in Educational Institutions Out|OTP/ONTP 5/8/23 Enacted PL 105 ©Y
An Act to Promote Student Enrollment and Degree Carried On
Completion in the University of Maine System by Providing Reported|OTP- Approps
EDU 512 [Tuition Waivers to Eligible Students Out|AM/ONTP Table 6/2/23 ©Y
Accepted
An Act to Require School Board Approval of Superintendent Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
EDU 515 |Rules and Administrative Procedures Out|AM 6/6/23 | (ONTP) Report @
Accepted
Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
EDU 518 [An Act to Allow Armed Security in Schools Out|AM 6/8/23 | (ONTP) Report «
Ought Not to
Resolve, to Provide Information to Maine's School Pass Pursuant
Administrators and Maine Communities About the Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 570 [Financial Advantages of Modern Wood Heating Out|ONTP 3/17/23 310 =
An Act to Create a Green Schools Coordinator in the Reported|OTP- Died On
EDU 612 [Department of Education Out|AM/ONTP 5/17/23 | Adjournment 4 @
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Ought Not to
An Act to Foster Career and Technical Education in Maine Pass Pursuant
Schools by Creating an Additional Pathway to Certify Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 617 |Industrial Arts Teachers Out|ONTP 5/4/23 310 ©
Ought Not to
An Act to Eliminate Critical Race Theory, Social and Pass Pursuant
Emotional Learning and Diversity, Equity and Inclusion from Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 618 |School Curricula Out|ONTP 5/30/23 310 ©
Reported
EDU 631 [An Act to Change the Notification Law for School Truancy Out|OTP-AM 5/1/23 Enacted PL 99 v
Carried On
Reported|OTP- Approps
EDU 669 [An Act to Create the Public Art Fund Out|/AM/ONTP Table 5/26/23 ©v
Resolve, Directing the Department of Education to Study Reported|OTP-
EDU 684 |the Educare Model Out|AM/ONTP 5/17/23 | Finally Passed | RESLV 116 ©Y
Accepted
An Act to Clarify the Requirements Regarding Reported Majority
EDU 703 |Fingerprinting Law Enforcement Officers in Schools Out|/ONTP/OTP 4/24/23 | (ONTP) Report @
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Extend or Waive Requirements for Certain Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 712 [Teaching Certificates Out|ONTP 5/4/23 310 @
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Add an Adult Education Pathway to a High School Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 725 |Diploma Out|ONTP 5/16/23 310 @
Accepted
Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
EDU 730 |An Act to Provide Traffic Safety Education in Schools Out|AM 6/2/23 | (ONTP) Report «
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An Act to Allow Retired Teachers and Educational Reported
EDU 753 [Technicians to Be Recertified Out|OTP-AM 5/31/23 Enacted PL 442
An Act to Amend Laws Affecting Tuition at State-approved Carry Over Carried in
EDU 808 |Schools Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Allow Regional School Units with School Choice to Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 809 |[Opt Out of School Choice Out|ONTP 5/30/23 310 «
Carried On
An Act to Improve Behavioral Health Support for Students Reported|OTP- Approps
EDU 829 |in Public Schools Out|AM/ONTP Table 6/2/23 ©v
Resolve, Directing the Maine Community College System to Reported
EDU 830 |Study Providing On-campus Housing on All Campuses Out|OTP/ONTP 5/1/23 Finally Passed | RESLV 17 ©v
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Ensure College Credit Classes Taken in Secondary Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 837 |School Are Credited at the University Level Out|ONTP 4/7/23 310 ©
An Act Regarding Undesignated Ready-to-use Glucagon Reported|OTP-
EDU 867 [Rescue Therapies in Schools Out|AM/ONTP 6/12/23 Enacted PL 253 ©v
An Act to Protect Education Access by Prohibiting a Accepted
Mandate for Schoolchildren for a COVID-19 Vaccine or a Reported|ONTP/OTP/ Report A
EDU 869 |Vaccine Under an Emergency Use Authorization Out|OTP-AM 5/1/23 (ONTP) @
An Act to Provide Support for the Maine Discovery Carried On
Museum's Informal Science, Technology, Engineering and Reported|OTP- Approps
EDU 871 |[Mathematics Education Programs Throughout the State Out|AM/ONTP Table 6/5/23 ©Y
An Act to Continue the Department of Education Diploma Reported Emergency
EDU 873 |[Program Related to the COVID-19 Pandemic Out|OTP-AM 5/26/23 Enacted PL 171 ©v
Resolve, Directing the University of Maine System to Study Reported|OTP- Emergency
EDU 881 [the Barriers to Use of Cross-laminated Timber Out|AM/ONTP 5/19/23 | Finally Passed | RESLV 27 ©v
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Ought Not to
An Act to Better Support the Educational Attainment of Pass Pursuant
Low and Moderate-income Communities by Providing Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 889 |Additional Funding to Certain School Administrative Units Out|ONTP 4/24/23 310 ©
An Act to Improve School Safety and Preparedness Through
Comprehensive Health and Safety and Emergency Reported|OTP-
EDU 892 |Management Planning Out|AM/ONTP 6/2/23 Enacted PL 254 ©Y
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act Regarding the University of Maine System Hiring Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 897 |Practices Out|ONTP 5/30/23 310 ©
An Act to Allow the Local Foods Fund for Public Schools to
Be Used for Processed and Value-added Maine Food Reported
EDU 921 |Products Out|OTP 5/1/23 Enacted PL 101 ©Y
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Allow Refugees, Asylees and Asylum Seekers to Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 944 [Qualify for In-state Tuition Out|ONTP 4/7/23 310 @
An Act to Support the Distribution of Free Summer Lunches Reported
EDU 947 |[for Children Out|OTP-AM 5/26/23 Enacted PL 181 ©v
An Act to Create a Liaison Position Between the
Department of Education and the Department of Health Reported|ONTP/OTP- | Carried on
EDU 948 |and Human Services on Early Childhood Education Matters Out|AM floor 6/2/23 ©Y
Ought Not to
An Act to Amend the State Education Funding Formula to Pass Pursuant
Create Equity Between Municipalities by Adding Median Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 951 [Income to the Formula Out|ONTP 4/24/23 310 «
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Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Address Shortages of School Support Staff by Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 955 |Increasing the Minimum Hourly Wage for Those Staff Out|ONTP 5/16/23 310 ©
An Act Requiring Water Bottle Filling Stations in New and Reported Held by
EDU 957 |Renovated Public Schools Out|OTP-AM 6/8/23 Governor 4 @
OTP-
An Act to Establish Minimum Pay for Educational Reported| AM/OTP- Carried on
EDU 974 [Technicians and Other School Support Staff Out|AM floor 6/21/23 ©v
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Create a Fund for the Abatement and Disposal of Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 992 [Polychlorinated Biphenyls in School Construction Projects Out|ONTP 5/24/23 310 ©v
Resolve, Directing the Department of Education to Study Reported|OTP-
EDU 1002 [the School Day Out|AM/ONTP 6/13/23 | Finally Passed | RESLV 124 ©Y
Accepted
An Act to Establish a Rating System for Books in School Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
EDU 1008 |Libraries Out|AM 6/8/23 (ONTP) Report @
Resolve, Directing the Department of Education to
Establish a Working Group to Review the State Board of
Education's Membership, Responsibilities, Functions and Reported
EDU 1018 |Staffing Out|OTP-AM 6/2/23 Finally Passed | RESLV 125 ©Y
Ought Not to
Resolve, Directing the Department of Education to Update Pass Pursuant
Course Requirements for Certification of Industrial Arts Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 1020 |Teachers and to Finally Adopt Major Substantive Rules Out|ONTP 5/4/23 310 «
Resolve, to Direct the University of Maine System to Study
the Feasibility of Establishing a Dental Therapy Degree Reported
EDU 1026 [Program at the University of Maine at Augusta Out|OTP-AM 5/31/23 | Finally Passed | RESLV 56 v
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Carried On
An Act to Expand the Higher Education Tuition Waiver for Reported Approps
EDU 1028 |Persons Who Have Resided in Foster Care Out|OTP-AM Table 5/31/23 ©Y
Resolve, Directing the Department of Education to Develop
and Distribute Guidance for Diploma Options at the Arthur Reported
EDU 1033 |R. Gould School Out|OTP-AM 5/26/23 | Finally Passed | RESLV 41 ©Y
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Update Youth Sports Concussion and Injury Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 1042 |Prevention Protocols Out|ONTP 5/18/23 310 «
Accepted
Reported|REF TO Minority
EDU | 1053 [An Act to Allow School Activity Buses for Public Schools Out|TRA/ONTP 6/8/23 | (ONTP) Report @
Carried On
Reported Approps
EDU | 1064 [An Act to Increase the Minimum Teacher Salary Out|OTP-AM Table 6/5/23 ©v
An Act to Enhance Wildlife Conservation Efforts and Accepted
Preserve Sporting Heritage by Making the Elements of a Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
EDU | 1084 [Hunter Safety Course a Part of Public School Curriculum Out|AM 6/8/23 | (ONTP) Report ©
An Act to Require Presentation of the Maine Charter School Reported|OTP-
EDU | 1089 |Commission's Annual Report Out|AM/ONTP 5/31/23 Enacted PL 183 ©v
Accepted
An Act to Restore Religious and Philosophical Exemptions Reported Majority
EDU 1098 [Regarding Immunization Requirements Out|/ONTP/OTP 5/1/23 (ONTP) Report «
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Require Transparency Regarding School Reported to Joint Rule
EDU | 1113 |Construction Spending Out|ONTP 5/24/23 310 «
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OTP- Carried On
An Act to Address Student Hunger and Nutrition Through Reported| AM/OTP- Approps
EDU 1128 |Expanded Access to Free Milk in Schools Out|AM Table 6/8/23 ©Y
Accepted
Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
EDU | 1129 [An Act to Enact the Curriculum Transparency Act Out|AM 6/20/23 | (ONTP) Report @
Carried On
An Act to Improve Ferry Service Reliability by Providing Reported Approps
EDU | 1139 [Scholarships at the Maine Maritime Academy Out|OTP-AM Table 6/21/23 ©v
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Ban Monitoring Software Targeting Maine Reported to Joint Rule
EDU | 1144 [Students Out|ONTP 5/16/23 310 @
Accepted
An Act to Prohibit COVID-19 Vaccine Mandates for Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
EDU | 1148 [Students Enrolled in Public Institutions of Learning Out|AM 5/2/23 | (ONTP) Report ©
An Act to Recognize the Critical Nature of Workforce Ought Not to
Development Through Career and Technical Education by Pass Pursuant
Establishing an Adjustment for Career and Technical Reported to Joint Rule
EDU | 1158 [Education Centers in the School Funding Formula Out|ONTP 4/24/23 310 «
Resolve, Directing the Department of Education to Analyze
Data on the Essential Programs and Services Funding Reported
EDU 1160 |Formula and Allocation Methodology Out|OTP-AM 6/6/23 Finally Passed | RESLV 118 ©Y
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Continue the Department of Education Diploma Reported to Joint Rule
EDU | 1164 [Program Related to the COVID-19 Pandemic Out|ONTP 5/18/23 310 ©
An Act to Establish the School Meal Equipment and Reported|OTP-
EDU | 1183 |Program Improvement Fund Out|AM/ONTP 5/31/23 Enacted PL 457 ©v
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An Act to Require Public Schools to Allow Parents and Accepted
Guardians to Opt Out Their Children with Respect to Reported Majority
EDU | 1196 |Portions of the Curriculum Out|ONTP/OTP 6/5/23 | (ONTP) Report @
Accepted
Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
EDU 1199 |An Act to Provide Transparency in Public School Curricula Out|AM 6/2/23 (ONTP) Report ©
An Act to Reinstate the Religious and Philosophical Vaccine Accepted
Exemptions for Private Schools and Virtual Public Charter Reported Majority
EDU | 1209 [Schools Out|/ONTP/OTP 5/1/23 | (ONTP) Report @
Resolve, to Create a Pilot Program for Alternative Teacher Carry Over Carried in
EDU | 1217 |[Certification Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©Y
An Act to Prohibit Certain Higher Education Institutions Accepted
from Requiring Vaccines Approved Under Emergency Use Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
EDU | 1228 [Authorization for Admission or Attendance Out|AM 5/1/23 | (ONTP) Report @
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Establish a Minimum Hourly Wage for School Reported to Joint Rule
EDU | 1237 |Support Staff Out|ONTP 5/16/23 310 @
An Act to Require Certain School Identification Cards to Carried On
Include the Telephone Number of a Suicide and Crisis Reported|OTP- Approps
EDU | 1263 |Hotline Out|/AM/ONTP Table 6/20/23 ©v
Resolve, Establishing the Commission to Update Maine's Reported
EDU 1264 |Public Policy on Higher Education Out|OTP-AM 5/26/23 | Finally Passed | RESLV 102 ©Y
Resolve, to Reestablish the Task Force to Study the
Creation of a Comprehensive Career and Technical Reported Emergency
EDU 1283 [Education System Out|OTP-AM 5/31/23 | Finally Passed | RESLV 92 ©Y
An Act to Require Personal Finance to be Taught as a Carry Over Carried in
EDU 1284 |Separate Course to Obtain a High School Diploma Approved Comm 7/25/23 «v
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Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs

Date of last -
Comm Final Enacted Laws | Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition Law Ch Note? |S
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Give the Governing Board of a Municipality Input Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 1300 |into the Budget Developed by a School Board Out|ONTP 5/4/23 310 ©
An Act to Clarify Requirements for Payment of Tuition for
Children with Disabilities by the Department of Education's Reported Died On
EDU | 1309 [Child Development Services System Out|OTP-AM 6/20/23 | Adjournment v @
Ought Not to
An Act to Establish a Minimum Salary for Educational Pass Pursuant
Specialists, Educational Technicians and School Teaching Reported to Joint Rule
EDU | 1314 |Professionals Out|ONTP 5/16/23 310 @
An Act to Require Public Schools to Offer Training for
Secondary Students on the Administration of Naloxone Reported
EDU | 1315 |Hydrochloride Out|OTP-AM 6/5/23 Enacted PL 460 ©v
Accepted
An Act to Increase School Security Through Design and Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
EDU | 1326 [Protocol Out|AM 6/2/23 | (ONTP) Report ©
Resolve, Directing the Department of Education to Report Carried On
on School Internet and Student Data Collection Best Reported Approps
EDU | 1333 [Practices Out|OTP-AM Table 6/5/23 ©v
An Act to Address Educational Technician Shortages in
Public Schools by Establishing an Alternative Certification Reported
EDU | 1366 [Pathway Out|OTP-AM 6/7/23 Enacted PL 200 ©v
Reported Died On
EDU | 1367 |An Act Regarding the Funding Formula for Adult Education Out|OTP-AM 5/31/23 | Adjournment v @
Ought Not to
An Act to Amend the Essential Programs and Services Pass Pursuant
Funding Formula to Include All Costs for the Transportation Reported to Joint Rule
EDU | 1369 |of Students Out|ONTP 4/24/23 310 @
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Comm Final Enacted Laws | Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition Law Ch Note? |S
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 1370 |An Act to Simplify the School Budget Validation Process Out|ONTP 5/30/23 310 ©
Reported|OTP-
EDU | 1389 |An Act to Establish a Mobile Learning Lab Out|AM/ONTP 5/12/23 Enacted PL 461 ©v
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
Reported to Joint Rule
EDU | 1398 |An Act to Increase Teacher Salaries Out|ONTP 5/5/23 310 @
An Act to Provide an Additional Allocation in the School
Funding Formula to Cover Tax-exempt Property or a Large Carry Over Carried in
EDU 1402 |Economically Disadvantaged Student Population Approved Comm 7/25/23 “v
Reported|OTP-
EDU | 1415 |An Act to Expand Access to School Construction Funding Out|AM/ONTP 6/12/23 Enacted PL 462 ©v
An Act to Strengthen Maine's Elementary and Secondary OTP-
Education System by Clarifying Purposes and Procedures Reported| AM/OTP-
EDU | 1420 |for Reviews of Schools Out|AM 6/16/23 Enacted PL 397 ©v
An Act to Provide Funds to the Maine Indian Education Carry Over Carried in
EDU | 1421 [School District Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©Y
OTP-
An Act to Increase Funding for the Maine School of Science Reported| AM/OTP-
EDU 1458 [and Mathematics Out|AM/ONTP 6/6/23 Enacted PL 464 “v
Resolve, Directing the Department of Education and the
Maine Municipal Bond Bank to Amend Their Rules
Regarding the Maine School Facilities Finance Program and Reported
EDU | 1472 |the School Revolving Renovation Fund Out|OTP-AM 6/8/23 Finally Passed | RESLV 44 ©v
Carried On
Reported|OTP- Approps
EDU | 1491 |An Act to Establish a Teacher Shortage Coordinator Out|/AM/ONTP Table 6/6/23 ©v
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Comm Final Enacted Laws | Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition law Ch Note? |S
Carried On
Resolve, to Provide Grants to Promote Innovative Learning Reported|OTP- Approps
EDU | 1510 [Strategies Out|AM/ONTP Table 6/8/23 ©v
An Act Regarding the Rights of Parents to Withdraw Their Accepted
Children from Public School Classes or Activities That Reported Majority
EDU | 1518 [Include Certain Controversial Viewpoints Out|/ONTP/OTP 6/5/23 | (ONTP) Report @
Resolve, Directing the Department of Education and the Carried On
Department of Health and Human Services to Study Placing Reported|OTP- Approps
EDU | 1520 |Child Care Facilities in Schools Out|/AM/ONTP Table 6/5/23 ©v
Resolve, to Provide Grants to Support Reading Proficiency Reported|OTP-
EDU 1526 |Programming in Schools Out|AM/ONTP 6/20/23 | Finally Passed | RESLV 122 ©Y
Carried On
Reported|OTP- Approps
EDU 1527 [An Act to Promote the Community School Program Out|AM/ONTP Table 5/31/23 ©Y
Resolve, Directing the Department of Education to Submit
a Report on Services Provided By the Child Development Reported
EDU 1528 |Services System and by School Administrative Units Out|OTP-AM 6/20/23 | Finally Passed | RESLV 82 v
Ought Not to
An Act to Require the Timely Reimbursement by the State Pass Pursuant
of Costs Incurred by a School Administrative Unit for Reported to Joint Rule
EDU | 1532 [Special Education Programs Out|ONTP 5/12/23 310 @
An Act to Provide a Private Support Organization for the Reported
EDU 1556 |Maine Maritime Academy Out|OTP-AM 6/12/23 Enacted PL 278 ©Y
An Act to Increase and Enhance School Safety by Allowing Accepted
Individuals with Concealed Carry Permits to Possess Reported Majority
EDU 1557 |Handguns on School Property Out|ONTP/OTP 6/5/23 (ONTP) Report @
Ought Not to
Resolve, to Establish a Pilot Program to Provide Grants to Pass Pursuant
Expand Age Eligibility for Life Skills and Vocational Reported to Joint Rule
EDU | 1565 |Programs in Public Schools Out|ONTP 5/16/23 310 @
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Comm Final Enacted Laws | Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition law Ch Note? |S
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Create a Training Program for School Board Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 1567 [Members and Establish School Board Meeting Standards Out|ONTP 5/24/23 310 ©
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Provide Meaningful Public Participation at Local Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 1571 [School Board Meetings Out|ONTP 5/24/23 310 ©
Resolve, Directing the Department of Education to Adopt
Rules Prohibiting Teachers in Public Schools from Engaging Accepted
in Political, Ideological and Religious Advocacy in the Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
EDU | 1589 [Classroom Out|AM 6/20/23 | (ONTP) Report @
An Act to Address Teacher Shortages Through Financial Reported|OTP-
EDU | 1608 |Assistance and Career Advancement Opportunities Out|AM/ONTP 5/24/23 Enacted PL 469 ©v
An Act to Strengthen the Teaching of Wabanaki Studies in Carry Over Carried in
EDU | 1642 [Maine Schools Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©Y
Accepted
An Act Regarding Instructional Materials, Surveys, Analyses, Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
EDU | 1643 [Evaluations and Events at Public Schools Out|AM 6/5/23 | (ONTP) Report @
An Act to Allow Student Representation Within the Reported
EDU 1656 |Governance of the University of Maine System Out|OTP-AM 6/8/23 Enacted P&S 14 ©Y
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Implement Background Checks for School Board Reported to Joint Rule
EDU | 1697 |Members Out|ONTP 5/24/23 310 @
Resolve, to Establish the Commission to Improve the
Educational Experience of People Who Are Resettling in Reported|OTP- Died On
EDU 1702 |Maine Out|AM/ONTP 6/6/23 Adjournment «
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Comm Final Enacted Laws | Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition law Ch Note? |S
AN ACT 1O PTOMOte EdUcational UPportunity TATOUgn the
Educational Choice Tax Credit Program, Eliminating Certain
Restrictions on Charter Schools and Virtual Public Charter
Schools, Allowing More Entities to Authorize Charter Accepted
Schools and Clarifying Educational Policy on Immunization Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
EDU | 1741 [Requirements Out|AM 6/20/23 | (ONTP) Report @
An Act to Reform the School Budget Referendum Process Reported|OTP- Died Between
EDU | 1748 |by Limiting the Circumstances in Which Referenda Occur Out|AM/ONTP 6/20/23 Houses @
An Act Concerning Students Who Experience Educational Carried On
Disruption Due to Temporary or Permanent Changes Reported|OTP- Approps
EDU | 1769 |Where They Live Out|/AM/ONTP Table 6/5/23 ©v
An Act to Increase the State's Share of the Cost of Health Carry Over Carried in
EDU 1773 |Insurance for Retired Teachers Approved Comm 7/25/23 v “v
An Act to Repeal and Replace the Charter of the Boothbay- Reported
EDU 1786 |Boothbay Harbor Community School District Out|OTP-AM 6/7/23 Enacted P&S 12 ©Y
Accepted
An Act to Support School Choice by Establishing Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
EDU | 1798 [Empowerment Scholarship Accounts Out|AM 6/13/23 | (ONTP) Report @
An Act to Expand Maine's High-quality Early Learning and
Care for Children by Increasing Public Preschool Reported|OTP-
EDU | 1799 |Opportunities in Communities Out|AM/ONTP 6/21/23 Enacted PL 477 ©v
Accepted
Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
EDU 1800 |An Act Regarding Parental Rights in Education Out|AM 6/13/23 | (ONTP) Report «
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Expand Access to Good Jobs with Better Career Reported to Joint Rule
EDU | 1820 |and Technical Education Out|ONTP 5/12/23 310 «
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Date of last -
Comm Final Enacted Laws | Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition law Ch Note? |S
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Create the Empowerment Scholarship Account Reported to Joint Rule
EDU 1838 |Program Out|ONTP 5/30/23 310 ©
Accepted
An Act to Establish the Hope and Inclusion Scholarship Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
EDU | 1841 [Program Out|AM 6/8/23 | (ONTP) Report @
Ought Not to
Resolve, to Support Energy Upgrades at Maine Public Pass Pursuant
Schools and Ensure That New School Construction Meets Reported to Joint Rule
EDU | 1842 [Current Energy Efficiency Standards Out|ONTP 5/24/23 310 @
Accepted
An Act to Create the Educational Opportunity Account Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
EDU 1860 |Program Out|AM 6/20/23 | (ONTP) Report ©
Reported|OTP-
EDU 1861 |An Act to Reduce Chronic Student Absenteeism Out|AM/ONTP 6/5/23 Enacted PL 480 ©v
Accepted
An Act to Make Student Transfer Agreements Renew Reported Majority
EDU 1892 [Automatically Except in Certain Circumstances Out|/ONTP/OTP 5/23/23 | (ONTP) Report «
An Act to Ensure That a Teacher Who Participates in the
Prevention of Dangerous Behavior Is Protected Under a Reported|OTP- Held by
EDU 1898 |Collective Bargaining Agreement Out|AM/ONTP 6/14/23 Governor v «
Carried On
An Act to Ensure Equity in Career and Technical Education Reported Approps
EDU 1942 |[Staffing Support Ratios Across Varied Regions of the State Out|OTP-AM Table 6/21/23 ©Y
An Act to Provide Critical Matching Funds for Child Care
Services on the Northern Maine Community College Reported
EDU 1988 |Campus Out|OTP-AM 6/8/23 Enacted PL 486 “v
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Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition law Ch Note? |S
An Act to Establish the African American Studies Advisory Carry Over Carried in

EDU | 2001 [Council and Require Funding for African American Studies Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©Y
An Act to Provide Incentives to Schools That Contract for Carry Over Carried in

EDU 2002 |[Certain Social Work and Family Therapy Services Approved Comm 7/25/23 «v
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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS

LD 15 An Act to Amend the Law Governing the State Grant Program Administered by the
Maine Historic Preservation Commission

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 9 amends certain provisions of the law governing the state grant program
administered by the director of the Maine Historic Preservation Commission. The changes include
changing the term "historic structure" to "historic property."

LD 79 An Act to Ensure a High-quality Education for Students with Disabilities by
Clarifying the Definition of '"State Agency Client" and Who Provides Special Education
Programs and Services

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 449, clarifies the definition of “state agency client” for the purposes of
special education and clarifies who is entitled to establish or obligated to provide special education
programs and related services.

LD 98 An Act to Update the Special Education Laws
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 450, changes the age of eligibility for special education and for
participation in career and technical education courses by adults who are enrolled in special
education from under 20 years of age to under 22 years of age, replaces the term "pupil evaluation
team" with "individualized education program team," replaces the term ‘“‘serious emotional
disturbance” to “emotional disability” and replaces the term “hearing impairment, including
deafness” to “deafness, including hearing loss.”

LD 100 An Act to Require Annual Financial Audits of Certain Private Schools Approved
for Tuition Purposes

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 112, requires a private school approved for tuition purposes that enrolls
60% or more publicly funded students to submit to the State Auditor and the Commissioner of
Education within six months after the end of the school's audit period satisfactory proof that the
books, accounts, financial documents and reports of the school for the preceding fiscal year have
been examined and found to be in satisfactory and accurate condition with proper vouchers on file.
The audit must be conducted by the Office of the State Auditor, a public accountant licensed to
practice in the State or an individual or firm the department has determined is a competent auditor
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by training and experience and the department is directed to adopt routine technical rules
implement the requirement.

LD 129 Resolve, to Direct the University of Maine System to Study the Feasibility of
Establishing a Public Allopathic Medical School in Penobscot County

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 114 directs the University of Maine System to study the feasibility of
establishing a public allopathic medical school in Penobscot County and make specific
recommendations in its report. It also directs the University of Maine System to coordinate with
a tertiary care hospital medical education program in Penobscot County and solicit the advice,
participation or testimony of other organizations. Resolve 2023, chapter 114 also requires the
University of Maine System to report its findings to the joint standing committee of the Legislature
having jurisdiction over education matters by November 6, 2025. The joint standing committee
may report out legislation to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature.

LD 204 An Act to Ensure Safe Access to Schools by Implementing Interlocking Door
Controller Technology

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 452, requires a school administrative unit to install interlocking door
control technology in newly-constructed elementary and secondary schools or elementary and
secondary schools that are undergoing renovation and provides one-time funding in fiscal year
2024-25 for that purpose.

LD 232 An Act to Amend the Laws Governing Bonding Restrictions for School
Administrative Units

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 210 extends the allowed term of bonds issued by school administrative
districts and regional school units from 25 to 30 years.

LD 320 An Act to Support the Maine Multicultural Center
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 428 provides one-time funds of $190,000 in fiscal year 2024-25 to the
Maine Multicultural Center in Bangor for one or more positions to establish a comprehensive
program for foreign-trained workers through the Maine Multicultural Center.
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LD 343 An Act to Invest in an Educational Technician Training Program to Address
Shortages in Public Schools

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 453 provides one-time funds of $200,000 to support the Learning
Facilitator Credential Program at Eastern Maine Community College.

LD 393 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 33: Rules Governing
Physical Restraint and Seclusion, a Major Substantive Rule of the Department of Education

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 49 authorizes final adoption of the Department of Education’s major
substantive rule Chapter 33: Rules Governing Physical Restraint and Seclusion only if the rule is
amended to require meetings after every 3 incidents of physical restraint or seclusion except that
provides that schools are not required to hold more than one meeting within any 30-school-day
period.

Resolve 2023, chapter 49 was finally passed as an emergency measure effective June 16, 2023.

LD 394 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 117: Rule Regarding the Duties
of School Counselors and School Social Workers, a Major Substantive Rule of the
Department of Education

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 31 authorizes final adoption of the Department of Education’s major
substantive rule chapter 117: Rule Regarding the Duties of School Counselors and School Social
Workers.

LD 436 An Act to Provide Career and Technical Education Students with Credit Toward
High School Graduation for Work Completed in Career and Technical Education Centers
and Regions

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 247 requires that, before the school year beginning after June 30, 2025,
cooperative agreements between school administrative units and career and technical education
centers and regions must include an equivalency agreement for credit gained through a career and
technical education program to be accepted as core credit toward a high school diploma and
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provides that career and technical education students may satisfy local diploma requirements in
accordance with the equivalency agreements included in the cooperative agreements.

Public Law 2023, chapter 247 requires one or more local units of government to expand or modify
activities so as to necessitate additional expenditures from local revenues but does not provide
funding for at least 90% of those expenditures. Pursuant to the Constitution of Maine, Article IX,
section 21, 2/3 of all of the members elected to each House have determined it necessary to enact
Public Law 2023, chapter 247.

LD 477 Resolve, Directing the Department of Education, Maine School Safety Center to
Convene a Stakeholder Group to Develop Best Practices for Lockdown Drills and Active
Shooter Drills and Allowing Parents to Opt Out of Active Shooter Drills for Their Children

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 115 directs the Department of Education, Maine School Safety Center to
convene a stakeholder group to develop best practices for lockdown and active shooter drills
implemented by school administrative units to minimize traumatic impact on students and school
staff and report back to the joint standing committee having jurisdiction over education and
cultural affairs by January 1, 2025 on the work of the stakeholder group. The report must include
information regarding the best practices for lockdown drills and active shooter drills and a plan for
all school staff to be trained in their school administrative unit's emergency plan prior to January
1, 2026, an evaluation of the effectiveness of the range of lockdown drills and active shooter drills
as implemented by public schools at increasing safety, the traumatic impact of lockdown drills and
active shooter drills on students and school staff, the number of school administrative units using
best practices for lockdown drills and active shooter drills and other strategies to ensure students
and school staff are prepared to respond to emergencies, including school shootings.

Resolve 2023, chapter 115 also requires the Department of Education to amend the rule to allow
parents to opt out of active shooter drills for their children.

LD 485 Resolve, Directing the State Board of Education to Study Educator Credential
Requirements

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 54 requires the State Board of Education to study potential changes to the
State Board of Education rule Chapter 115: The Credentialing of Education Personnel. The study
must include, but is not limited to, review of athletic director qualifications, the industrial arts
endorsement, waivers for educators holding certificates from the National Board for Professional
Teaching Standards, reciprocity for educators holding out-of-state certification and any other
revisions the State Board of Education identifies.
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The State Board of Education is directed to submit a report with findings and recommendations to
the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs no later than January 2, 2024 and
the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs may report out legislation related
to the report to the Second Regular Session of the 131st Legislature.

LD 489 An Act to Provide Equal Educational Opportunity by Adopting Rules Ensuring
Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Protected Class Status in Educational Institutions

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 105 amends the Maine Human Rights Act to direct the Commissioner
of Education and the Maine Human Rights Commission to review the rules made under the Maine
Revised Statues, Title 5, chapter 337, subchapter 5-B on or before January 15, 2024 and at least
once every 10 years thereafter to reflect changes in statute and best practices to ensure an
individual's right to freedom from discrimination in education. Resolve 2023, chapter 105 also
requires the department and the commission to initiate rulemaking as soon as practicable if the
review determines that amendments to the rules are necessary.

LD 631 An Act to Change the Notification Law for School Truancy

Public Law 2023, chapter 99 provides that a superintendent may make 2 documented attempts to
serve or cause to be served on a parent the written notice that attendance of the parent's child at
school is required by law and provides that that notice may be served by registered or certified
mail. This law is repealed September 1, 2025.

LD 684 Resolve, Directing the Department of Education to Study the Educare Model
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 116 directs the Department of Education to identify the critical components
for success of the Educare model for publicly-funded statewide early childhood education
programs and identify the public and private resources and implementation strategies necessary
for those critical components. The Department of Education is directed to submit a report by
January 29, 2025 to the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs and the
committee may report out a bill related to the report to the 132nd Legislature in 2025.

LD 753 An Act to Allow Retired Teachers and Educational Technicians to Be Recertified
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY
Public Law 2023, chapter 442 provides that a professional teacher certificate or educational

technician certificate may be reissued to a teacher or educational technician who has been retired
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for no more than five years and whose certificate was in good standing and has lapsed. The
professional teacher certificate must be issued with the same grades and subject area endorsements
as were issued with the active professional teacher certificate that was held by the teacher at the
time of the teacher's retirement. Both certificates must be issued for the same period and subject
to the same renewal standards as regular certificates. The State Board of Education is authorized
to further govern qualifications of both certificates through rulemaking.

LD 830 Resolve, Directing the Maine Community College System to Study Providing On-
Campus Housing on All Campuses

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 17 directs the Maine Community College System to study providing on-
campus housing for students, focusing in particular on campuses that do not offer housing
currently. The system must consider the cost of constructing housing, available space on
campuses, the cost to students, other infrastructure and staff that would be necessary to support
housing, alternate housing options and any other issues the system feels are appropriate. The
system must report its findings and any suggested legislation to the Joint Standing Committee on
Education and Cultural Affairs no later than December 6, 2023.

LD 867 An Act Regarding Undesignated Ready-to-Use Glucagon Rescue Therapies in
Schools

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 253 allows a public school, public charter school or approved private
school to obtain a standing order for undesignated ready-to-use glucagon rescue therapy. It
provides that only a school nurse or unlicensed school personnel who have completed the training
required by rule to administer medication may administer glucagon to a student. Public Law 2023,
chapter 253 also provides procedures for the storage and administration of undesignated glucagon
in a public school, public charter school or approved private school.

LD 873 An Act to Continue the Department of Education Diploma Program Related to the
COVID-19 Pandemic

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 171 changes the date of the repeal of student eligibility for a Department
of Education diploma due to interruption as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic to September 1,

2026.

Public Law 2023, chapter 171 was enacted as an emergency measure effective June 15, 2023.
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LD 881 Resolve, Directing the University of Maine System to Study the Barriers to Use of
Cross-Laminated Timber

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 27 directs the University of Maine System to study the barriers to more
widespread use of cross-laminated timber and make recommendations for any professional
training or other measures that would promote its use in construction. It also provides that the
University of Maine System may accept funds for the purpose of carrying out this study and
requires the University of Maine System to submit a report based on the study to certain joint
standing committees of the Legislature by December 6, 2023. Those committees may report out
legislation to the Second Regular Session of the 131st Legislature.

Resolve 2023, chapter 27 was finally passed as an emergency measure effective June 8, 2023.

LD 892 An Act to Improve School Safety and Preparedness Through Comprehensive Health
and Safety and Emergency Management Planning

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 254 requires that a school comprehensive health and safety and
emergency management plan approved by a school board meet nationally recognized practices and
be developed collaboratively with appropriate stakeholders. It also requires that any steering
committee formed by the school board as part of the plan update and approval process include a
school employee designated by that employee's school as having oversight regarding school safety.

LD 921 An Act to Allow the Local Foods Fund for Public Schools to Be Used for Processed
and Value-added Maine Food Products

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 101 removes the reference to and definition of “minimally processed
foods” from current law governing which products may be purchased with the Local Foods Fund.
Public Law 2023, chapter 101 allows the fund to be used to purchase processed and value-added
food products produced in the State, which must meet standards set by the Department of
Education. The department is directed to create standards for allowable processed and value-added
Maine foods and provide guidance to school administrative units regarding which of those
products are allowable for reimbursement.
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LD 947 An Act to Support the Distribution of Free Summer Lunches for Children
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 181 requires that rules adopted to implement school food service
programs allow the greatest flexibility allowed under federal law with respect to meal times and
packaging of meals to send home with students.

LD 1002 Resolve, Directing the Department of Education to Study the School Day

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 124 directs the Department of Education to convene a working group to
study the school day. The study must be informed by any relevant research conducted by the
Maine Education Policy Research Institute. The working group is required to consider, at a
minimum: statewide, national and international approaches to the school day; instructional
requirements for graduation, including but not limited to instruction in health and physical
education, traffic safety education, elements of a firearm hunter safety course and a stand-alone
course in personal finance; educator planning and preparation time; lunch periods, including but
not limited to transit time and time required to eat; recess periods, including the timing of recess
before or after lunch periods, frequency of recess periods and differences in recess periods at each
grade level; electives and allied arts courses; to the extent offered, after-school and extended day
programs; and school day start times.

The department is required to submit a report with its findings and recommendations to the Joint
Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs no later than February 1, 2024 and the joint
standing committee may report out a bill related to the report to the Second Regular Session of the
131st Legislature.

LD 1018 Resolve, Directing the Department of Education to Establish a Working Group to
Review the State Board of Education's Membership, Responsibilities, Functions and Staffing

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 125 directs the Department of Education to establish a working group of
stakeholders and other interested parties to review the responsibilities, functions and staffing of
the State Board of Education. The department is directed to report to the Joint Standing Committee
on Education and Cultural Affairs on the findings of the working group by January 15, 2025.
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LD 1026 Resolve, to Direct the University of Maine System to Study the Feasibility of
Establishing a Dental Therapy Degree Program at the University of Maine at Augusta

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 56 directs the University of Maine System to study the feasibility of
establishing a dental therapy degree program at the University of Maine at Augusta. The system
must consider costs associated with establishing the program, demand for such a program and any
other issues the system considers appropriate. By November 6, 2024, the University of Maine
System must submit a report with its findings and recommendations to the joint Standing
Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs. The committee may report out legislation to the
132nd Legislature in 2025 based on the report.

LD 1033 Resolve, Directing the Department of Education to Develop and Distribute
Guidance for Diploma Options at the Arthur R. Gould School

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 41 directs the Department of Education to create and distribute guidance
for superintendents, principals, school counselors and the principal of the Arthur R. Gould School
to inform them of diploma options for residents of the Long Creek Youth Development Center
who are attending the Arthur R. Gould School pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 34-A,
section 3815 and who are preparing to graduate.

LD 1089 An Act to Require Presentation of the Maine Charter School Commission’s Annual
Report

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 183 requires the Maine Charter School Commission or a representative
of the commission to appear before the joint standing committee of the Legislature having
jurisdiction over education matters to present its annual report. The commission's appearance
before the committee must be in person unless otherwise authorized.

LD 1160 Resolve, Directing the Department of Education to Analyze Data on the Essential
Programs and Services Funding Formula and Allocation Methodology

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 118 directs the Department of Education, in conjunction with the Maine
Education Policy Research Institute, to identify and analyze all school funding data and reports
available through or compiled by the Maine Education Policy Research Institute, the so-called
Picus report and any other relevant data and reports available to the department in order to make

ENACTED LAW SUMMARIES
1315T FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023
Page 9 of 16



JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS

recommendations to the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs. The
analysis must include, but is not limited to, components of the school funding formula such as
transportation costs, a municipality’s ability to contribute to school funding, allocations for career
and technical education, metrics for calculating the economically disadvantaged student factor,
and any other components or issues identified.

Resolve 2023, chapter 118 requires the department to provide the Joint Standing Committee on
Education and Cultural Affairs monthly updates and submit a final report to the committee no later
than January 15, 2024. The Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs is
authorized to submit legislation to the Second Regular Session of the 131st Legislature.

LD 1183 An Act to Establish the School Meal Equipment and Program Improvement Fund
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 457 establishes the School Meal Equipment and Program Improvement
Fund in the Department of Education to issue grants to eligible school administrative units to
purchase school kitchen and cafeteria equipment needed to serve healthy meals, to improve food
safety in school kitchens and cafeterias, to support the maintenance and expansion of the National
School Lunch Program and School Breakfast Program and to reimburse food costs related to
medically necessary dietary restrictions of students. It also requires the department to apply for
federal grants available to support these purposes and requires the State Controller to lapse
$343,781 in unencumbered balances from the Department of Education, Alternative Breakfast
Delivery Service Program, General Fund carrying account, All Other line category to the
unappropriated surplus of the General Fund no later than June 30, 2024.

LD 1264 Resolve, Establishing the Commission to Update Maine’s Public Policy on Higher
Education

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 102 establishes the Commission to Update Maine’s Public Policy on Higher
Education to review all laws and rules pertaining to higher education in the State and addressing
related public policy.

LD 1283 Resolve, to Reestablish the Task Force to Study the Creation of a Comprehensive
Career and Technical Education System

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 92 reestablishes the Task Force to Study the Creation of a Comprehensive
Career and Technical Education System. The Task Force’s duties include examining the
feasibility of establishing a comprehensive four-year high school career and technical education
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program to provide a technical high school setting for middle school students to attend at the
completion of the 8th grade and increasing crosswalks and intersections between technical and
occupational knowledge and curricula and academic standards in order to promote multiple
pathways for awarding content area credit to students enrolled in career and technical education
programs. The Task Force is required to report its findings and recommendations no later than
January 15, 2024.

Resolve 2023, chapter 92 was finally passed as an emergency measure effective July 7, 2023.

LD 1315 An Act to Require Public Schools to Offer Training for Secondary Students on the
Administration of Naloxone Hydrochloride

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 460 requires a public school to offer training to secondary students on
how to administer naloxone hydrochloride nasal spray. It also directs the Department of Education
to adopt rules that must provide that the training is an extracurricular instruction, that instruction
is delivered by a qualified individual and that the standards for instruction are based on those of a
nationally recognized program, organization or agency.

LD 1366 An Act to Address Educational Technician Shortages in Public Schools by
Establishing an Alternative Certification Pathway

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 200 creates an alternative pathway to an educational technician III
certification that does not require the minimum 90 credits of approved study in an educationally
related field as required by State Board of Education rule Chapter 115: The Credentialing of
Education Personnel. Public Law 2023, chapter 200 provides that the Commissioner of Education
may approve training programs for certification as an educational technician III offered by
accredited postsecondary institutions in this State, including but not limited to learning facilitator
programs offered through the Maine Community College System. An applicant who successfully
completes an approved program and meets all certification requirements other than the minimum
90 credits of approved study in an educationally related field may be certified as an educational
technician III. The certified applicant is eligible for certificate renewal in the same manner as
other education technician III certifications but is not eligible for an emergency teacher certificate.

LD 1389 An Act to Establish a Mobile Learning Lab
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY
Public Law 2023, chapter 461 requires the Department of Education to establish a mobile learning

lab for science, technology, engineering and mathematics.
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LD 1415 An Act to Expand Access to School Construction Funding
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY
Public Law 2023, chapter 462 does the following.

1. It requires the State Board of Education, in administering funding for integrated, consolidated
9-16 educational facilities, to allow the governing body of one high school or a regional high
school to apply for funding for a proposed school. Current state board rules require 2 high
schools or a regional high school to apply. It directs the board to amend its rules to be
consistent with this change.

2. It allows for one school administrative unit with multiple high schools, instead of one high
school or a regional high school, to apply for funding for an integrated, consolidated grade 9-
16 educational facility under State Board of Education rules.

3. It allows a school administrative unit, in fiscal year 2024-25, to apply for funding for both a
major capital school construction project under State Board of Education rules.

4. It requires the Commissioner of Education to conduct a study for the purpose of making
recommendations on researching and identifying alternative pathways or revenue sources to
finance school construction needs in the State.

LD 1420 An Act to Strengthen Maine's Elementary and Secondary Education System by
Clarifying Purposes and Procedures for Reviews of Schools

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, Chapter 397 provides that the Commissioner of Education shall inspect private
schools approved for tuition purposes that enroll 60% or more publicly funded students in the same
manner as a school or schools in a school administrative unit upon the petition of 60% of the
parents of the children of one school, if requested by the school board of a qualified sending school
administrative unit or upon the petition of 20% of the voters of a qualified sending school
administrative unit. A “qualified sending school administrative unit” is defined as a school
administrative unit that contracts for school privileges for at least 20% of its resident students to
attend the private school approved for tuition purposes that is the subject of the request or petition.

Public Law 2023, chapter 397 also provides that in addition to the commissioner periodically
reviewing all public schools and all private schools that receive public funds to determine their
compliance with the applicable provisions of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, the
commissioner shall also review for compliance with the Maine Human Rights Act.

Public Law 2023, chapter 397 also provides for a comprehensive review of schools, school
administrative units and private schools approved for tuition purposes. The commissioner is
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required to select 5 schools, school administrative units or private schools approved for tuition
purposes at random every two years, with exceptions for schools going through New England
Association of Schools or Colleges (NEASC) accreditation or who have gone through a
comprehensive review within the past 10 years. Selected schools are required to ensure the
physical site is available for review and make available to the commissioner documents related to
basic school approval, compliance with the Maine Human Rights Act, the statewide assessment
program, implementation of the system of learning results and health and safety requirements. If
the commissioner finds that a school or schools are not in compliance with basic school approval
standards or other requirements of Title 20-A, the commissioner is required to provide the school
or schools with a corrective action plan. If the commissioner finds that a school or schools are not
in compliance with the Maine Human Rights Act, the commissioner is required to refer the finding
to the Maine Human Rights Commission.

LD 1458 An Act to Increase Funding for the Maine School of Science and Mathematics
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 464 appropriates funding to support the Maine School of Science and
Mathematics and provides that students from the State may attend the school without paying the
cost of room and board. It also requires the Board of Trustees of the Maine School of Science and
Mathematics to annually submit a sustainability report to the joint standing committee of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters.

LD 1472 Resolve, Directing the Department of Education and the Maine Municipal Bond
Bank to Amend Their Rules Regarding the Maine School Facilities Finance Program and
the School Revolving Renovation Fund

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 44 directs the Department of Education and the Maine Municipal Bond
Bank to amend their rules governing the Maine School Facilities Finance Program and the School
Revolving Renovation Fund to increase the maximum total loans from the fund for repair,
renovation and improvement projects for Priority One, Priority Two, Priority Three, Priority Four
and Priority Five projects for a school building from $4,000,000 to $8,000,000 and to increase the
maximum loan amount from the fund to address each priority level in a school building from
$1,000,000 to $2,000,000 within any 5-year period.
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LD 1526 Resolve, to Provide Grants to Support Reading Proficiency Programming in
Schools

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 112 directs the Department of Education to provide grants to school
administrative units to support reading proficiency programming. The criteria for awarding grants
must include a requirement that school administrative units develop programming consistent with
high-quality, evidence-based literacy tenets developed by the department. The department is
required to submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs no
later than January 15, 2025 and authorizes the committee to report out a bill to the 132nd
Legislature in 2025. Resolve 2023, chapter 112 provides one-time funding to support the grants.

LD 1528 Resolve, Directing the Department of Education to Submit a Report on Services
Provided By the Child Development Services System and by School Administrative Units

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 82 requires the Department of Education to submit a report to the Joint
Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs, no later than February 15, 2024, regarding
the provision of services by the Child Development Services System for eligible children from 3
years of age to under six years of age in school administrative units and authorizes the committee
to report out legislation related to the report to the Second Regular Session of the 131st Legislature.

LD 1556 An Act to Provide a Private Support Organization for the Maine Maritime
Academy

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 278 allows the President of the Maine Maritime Academy to designate
a nonprofit organization as the private support organization for the Maine Maritime Academy.

LD 1608 An Act to Address Teacher Shortages Through Financial Assistance and Career
Advancement Opportunities

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 469 requires the University of Maine System to annually submit a report
to the joint standing committee having jurisdiction over education matters on the status of the
Maine teacher residency program administered by the university and provides one-time funds in
fiscal year 2024-25 to support the program.
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Public Law 2023, chapter 469 also directs the Maine Education Policy Research Institute (MEPRI)
to study the development of career ladders for educators and requires MEPRI to report its findings

and recommendations to the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs no later
than December 6, 2023.

LD 1656 An Act to Allow Student Representation Within the Governance of the University
of Maine System

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Private & Special Law 2023, chapter 14 adds one additional member to the Board of Trustees of
the University of Maine System. It requires the Governor to appoint one undergraduate student
and one graduate student that have been jointly recommended by the student government
associations of each campus to the Board of Trustees. It provides that the student members are
full voting members of the board of trustees and serve two-year terms and requires the board of
trustees to adopt a policy on student membership with input from the student members and to
report this policy to the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs by November
6,2024.

LD 1786 An Act to Repeal and Replace the Charter of the Boothbay-Boothbay Harbor
Community School District

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Private and Special Law 2023, chapter 12 replaces the original 1953 charter of the Boothbay-
Boothbay Harbor Community School District, as amended. It eliminates numerous outdated
charter provisions and aligns governance and operations with state law. It follows the budget
validation referendum process in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, chapter 105 and requires
voter approval of capital bonds. It retains the district's current cost-sharing formula.

LD 1799 An Act to Expand Maine's High-quality Early Learning and Care for Children by
Increasing Public Preschool Opportunities in Communities

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 477 establishes an annual reporting requirement for the Department of
Education to report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over
education matters on the expansion of public preschool programs and adds that it is the goal of the
State to establish an equitable, mixed-delivery public preschool system that provides universal
access for preschool-aged children and their families in accordance with the following timeline:
60% by the 2024-2025 school year; 80% by the 2025-2026 school year; and 100% by the 2026-
2027 school year.
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Public Law 2023, chapter 477 also establishes the Commission to Study Expansion of Public
Preschool and Early Care and Education and requires the commission to explore options to provide
full-day preschool and pathways for publicly funded early care and education programs, develop
a plan and make recommendations on aligning programs and blending and braiding funding.

Public Law 2023, chapter 477 requires the Department of Education to develop a plan to align the
credentials and training earned through the Maine Roads to Quality Professional Development
Network with those earned through the Department of Education early childhood education
certification. The Department is also required to report, no later than November 15, 2023, to the
commission and the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs on progress
relating to public preschool expansion, including establishment of state and community
partnerships for a mixed delivery of child care and early childhood education programs and
services through community and school-based providers.

Public Law 2023, chapter 477 requires the commission to report its findings and recommendations
to the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs and the Joint Standing
Committee on Health and Human Services no later than December 6, 2023. The Joint Standing
Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs may report out a bill based on the recommendations
to the Second Regular Session of the 131st Legislature.

LD 1861 An Act to Reduce Chronic Student Absenteeism
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 480 requires school administrative units to establish attendance review
teams or committees to address chronic absenteeism if chronic absenteeism rates exceed certain
levels. An attendance review team may consist of school administrators, guidance counselors,
school counselors, school social workers or teachers.

LD 1988 An Act to Provide Critical Matching Funds for Child Care Services on the
Northern Maine Community College Campus

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 486 provides one-time funding in fiscal year 2024-25 to match funds
provided for child care services on the Northern Maine Community College Campus.
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ANALYST NOTES

This section includes additional information relating to certain LDs as noted in a committee digest. This is
information staff found useful and may provide useful information to users of this Digest; please note that most LDs
do not have a note and lack of a note should not be interpreted as having any significance.

LD 18 An Act to Provide Ongoing Funding for up to 2 Years of Community College for
Certain Maine Students
Although this bill was not enacted, funding and eligibility and conditions for the Maine
Community College System 2-year free community college tuition program was
incorporated into Public Law 2023, chapter 412, the budget bill enacted in the First Special
Session. See Appropriations and Financial Affairs, Enacted Law Summary, LD 258, Part

QQQ.

LD 612 An Act to Create a Green Schools Coordinator in the Department of Education
Although this bill was not enacted, funding for contracted services to support school
districts in the State seeking to implement energy efficiency, clean energy, clean
transportation and other general sustainability programs was incorporated into Public Law
2023, chapter 412, the budget bill enacted in the First Special Session. See Appropriations
and Financial Affairs Enacted Law Summary, LD 258, Part A.

LD 957 An Act Requiring Water Bottle Filling Stations in New and Renovated Public
Schools
This bill was finally enacted in both the House and the Senate prior to the adjournment sine
die of the First Special Session but was not signed by the Governor. Pursuant to the
Constitution of Maine, the final disposition of this bill will be determined during the next
legislative session.

LD 1309 An Act to Clarify Requirements for Payment of Tuition for Children with

Disabilities by the Department of Education's Child Development Services System
Although this bill was not enacted, a majority of the substance of the bill was incorporated
into Public Law 2023, chapter 412, the budget bill enacted in the First Special Session. See
Appropriations and Financial Affairs, Enacted Law Summary, LD 258, Part YY'Y.

LD 1367 An Act Regarding the Funding Formula for Adult Education
Although this bill was not enacted, the substance of the bill was incorporated into Public
Law 2023, chapter 412, the budget bill enacted in the First Special Session. See
Appropriations and Financial Affairs, Enacted Law Summary, LD 258, Part RRR.
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ANALYST NOTES

This section includes additional information relating to certain LDs as noted in a committee digest. This is
information staff found useful and may provide useful information to users of this Digest; please note that most LDs
do not have a note and lack of a note should not be interpreted as having any significance.

LD 1773 An Act to Increase the State’s Share of the Cost of Health Insurance for Retired
Teachers
Although this bill was carried over in committee, an almost identical bill, LD 112, An Act
to Increase the State’s Share of Retired Teacher Health Insurance, was incorporated into
Public Law 2023, chapter 412, the budget bill enacted in the First Special Session. See
Appropriations and Financial Affairs, Enacted Law Summary, LD 258, Part OOOQO.

LD 1898 An Act to Ensure that a Teacher Who Participates in the Prevention of
Dangerous Behavior is Protected Under a Collective Bargaining Agreement
This bill was finally enacted in both the House and the Senate prior to the adjournment sine
die of the First Special Session but was not signed by the Governor. Pursuant to the
Constitution of Maine, the final disposition of this bill will be determined during the next
legislative session.
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Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology

LD 177

LD 194

LD 395

LD 1065

LD 1654

LD 340

LD 1452

LD 1408

LD 1489

SUBJECT INDEX

Agency Matters - PUC/OPA/GEQ/EMT

An Act to Amend the Authority of the Public Utilities Commission PUBLIC 64
Regarding Access to Information in Proceedings Involving Special
Rate Contracts

An Act to Update and Clarify the Public Utilities Commission's PUBLIC 77
Reporting Requirements

An Act to Expand Funding Sources Within the Public Utilities PUBLIC 143
Commission for Intervenor and Participant Funding

An Act to Improve the Telecommunications Relay Services Council by PUBLIC 182
Reducing Its Membership and Allowing for the Hiring of an Executive
Director

An Act to Extend the Time for Certain Public Utilities Commission PUBLIC 168
Proceedings

An Act Regarding the Purpose and Responsibilities of the State Majority (ONTP)

Regulatory System for Public Utilities Report

An Act to Require the Commissioners of the Public Utilities Majority (ONTP)

Commission to Be Popularly Elected Report
Biomass

An Act to Reduce Maine's Dependence on Fossil Fuels and Carbon PUBLIC 353
Footprint for Energy Production Using Waste Wood Fuel

Resolve, to Capitalize on Opportunities from Newly Revised Federal ONTP
Renewable Fuels Standards by Studying the Environmental and

Economic Benefits of Electric and Steam Generation Facilities

Powered by Biomass

Broadband/ConnectME Authority/Maine Connectivity Authority

LD 1456

Resolve, to Study the Effect of Current Laws and Rules on the RESOLVE 81
Expansion of Broadband
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LD 1167

LD 1791

LD 1932

LD 1967

LD 1479

LD 327

LD 2016

LD 1828

LD 256

An Act to Require Communications Service Providers to Prorate
Customer Bills for Cancellation and Allow a Reduction in Service for a
Customer with an Outstanding Balance

An Act to Make the ConnectMaine Authority Responsible for
Attachments to and Joint Use of Utility Poles and to Establish
Procedures for Broadband Service Infrastructure Crossing Railroad
Tracks

An Act to Require Broadband Internet Access Service Providers to
Prorate Customer Bills

Cable Television

An Act to Support Municipal Franchise Agreements

Dig Safe

Resolve, Directing the Public Utilities Commission to Convene a
Stakeholder Group Regarding Liquefied Propane Gas Systems and the
So-called Dig Safe Law

Distributed Generation

An Act to Provide Maine Ratepayers with Equitable Access to
Interconnection of Distributed Generation Resources

An Act to Implement Recommendations of the Distributed Generation
Stakeholder Group

E911

An Act Regarding Enhanced 9-1-1 Public Safety Answering Points

Electric Vehicles

An Act to Add Electric Bicycles to the Electric Vehicle Rebate
Program
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LD 519 Resolve, to Evaluate a Vehicle-to-grid Pilot Project Using Electric RESOLVE 32
School Buses

g::;c ted LD 122  An Act to Authorize the Efficiency Maine Trust to Establish a Program CARRIED OVER
to Support the Uptake of Medium-duty and Heavy-duty Zero-emission
Vehicles by Maine Businesses and to Establish a Medium-duty and
Heavy-duty Zero-emission Vehicle-to-grid Pilot Project
LD 524 An Act Requiring the Installation of Electric Vehicle Charging Stations Died Between
in New Commercial and Multifamily Parking Lot Construction Houses
LD 1623 An Act to Prohibit All State Subsidies for Electric Vehicles Majority (ONTP)
Report
Electricity
Enacted L
LD 496 An Actto Address Battery Storage System Decommissioning and PUBLIC 215
Clarify Solar Energy Development Decommissioning
LD 924 Resolve, to Provide Legislative Approval of the Transmission Project = RESOLVE 66
Selected by the Public Utilities Commission Pursuant to the Northern
Maine Renewable Energy Development Program
LD 1850 An Act Relating to Energy Storage and the State's Energy Goals PUBLIC 374
LD 1887 An Act to Clarify the Review and Procurement Process for Nonwires =~ PUBLIC 355
Alternatives
LD 1943 An Act Regarding Future Energy Procurements for Renewable Energy PUBLIC 371
Development in Northern Maine
LD 2013 An Act to Address Abandoned Capital Credits Held by Rural PUBLIC 483
Electrification Cooperatives
Not . . . . .
E:: acted LD 357 An Act to Require the Nonwires Alternative Coordinator to Review ONTP

and Analyze Plans to Build, Upgrade or Replace a Substation

LD 589 An Act to Ensure That the Maine Electric Grid Provides Additional CARRIED OVER
Benefits to Maine Ratepayers

LD 699 An Act to Reduce Future Energy Costs CARRIED OVER

LD 1611 An Act to Create the Pine Tree Power Company, a Nonprofit, ONTP
Customer-owned Utility

LD 1963 An Act Regarding the Future of Renewable Energy Transmission in CARRIED OVER
Northern Maine
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LD 69

LD 187

LD 414

LD 542

LD 923

LD 987

LD 1427

LD 2012

LD 297

LD 683

LD 1175

LD 1727

LD 1101

LD 412

Electricity Rates/Consumer Protection

Resolve, to Direct the Public Utilities Commission to Consider
Methods to Educate Customers About Electricity Supply

An Act to Eliminate the Energy Efficiency and Renewable Resource
Fund and to Provide Needs-based Low-income Assistance

An Act to Clarify the Provision of Notice of Proposed Rate Increases to
Public Utility Customers

Resolve, Directing the Public Utilities Commission to Investigate
Time-of-use Rates

An Act to Improve Disclosure of Present and Future Costs to Maine
Electricity Consumers

Resolve, Directing the Public Utilities Commission to Initiate a
Proceeding to Explore Strategies to Procure Standard-offer Service in a
Manner that Promotes the Stability of Residential Standard-offer Rates

An Act to Allow the Public Utilities Commission to Provide Financial
Assistance to Low-income Households in Emergency Situations

An Act to Prohibit Early Termination Fees for Residential Electric
Generation Service Contracts

An Act to Reduce Electric Rate Increases Due to Renewable Energy
Credits

An Act to Reduce Electricity Rates
An Act to Provide for the Review and Uniform Application of All

Transmission and Distribution Utility Rates

An Act to Protect Northern Maine Standard-offer Ratepayers

Energy Efficiency

An Act to Support Lower Home Energy Costs by Establishing a Home
Energy Scoring System

An Act to Fully Engage the Efficiency Maine Trust in Mitigating
Climate Change by Creating Electrification Programs
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LD 1606

LD 1778

LD 952

LD 1724

LD 965

LD 924

LD 1223

LD 1971

LD 266

LD 697

LD 939

LD 1775

An Act to Finance Clean Energy and Infrastructure in Maine

An Act to Ensure a Sustainable Electric Grid

Energy Planning

Resolve, to Create a 21st-Century Electric Grid

Energy Policy

An Act to Enact the Beneficial Electrification Policy Act

Hydropower

An Act to Subsidize Hydroelectric Power

Miscellaneous

Resolve, to Provide Legislative Approval of the Transmission Project
Selected by the Public Utilities Commission Pursuant to the Northern
Maine Renewable Energy Development Program

An Act to Clarify Insurance in the Joint Use of Public Utility
Equipment

Resolve, to Ensure that Eligible Customers Receive Payments from the
Energy Rate Relief Fund

An Act to Increase Consumer Choice and Reduce Motor Vehicle
Emissions in Maine

Resolve, to Study the Effects of 5G Technology on Bird, Bee and
Insect Populations and the Effects of Long-term Exposure on Children

An Act to Support Environmental Justice by Requiring Certain Notice
Requirements for Whistleblower Protections

An Act to Establish a Clean Hydrogen Pilot Program
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CARRIED OVER
Majority (ONTP)

Report

RESOLVE 67

PUBLIC 328

ONTP

RESOLVE 66

PUBLIC 313

RESOLVE 104

ONTP

Died Between
Houses

Majority (ONTP)
Report

CARRIED OVER



Enacted

Enacted

Not
Enacted

Not
Enacted

Enacted

LD 1889

LD 698

LD 509

LD 1986

LD 417

LD 1347

LD 1465

LD 1778

LD 486

LD 689

LD 1549

LD 399

An Act to Provide Authorization to Aroostook County to Use the
Statewide Radio and Network System

Natural Gas

An Act to Reduce the Cost of Energy in Maine and Reduce
Greenhouse Gas Emissions Through the Effective Use of Renewably
Sourced Gas

Net Energy Billing

An Act to Amend the Net Energy Billing Laws to Direct Expiring Net

Energy Billing Credits to Provide Low-income Assistance

An Act Relating to Net Energy Billing and Distributed Solar and
Energy Storage Systems

An Act to Facilitate Net Energy Billing

An Act to Eliminate the Current Net Energy Billing Policy in Maine

An Act to Amend the Calculation of Tariff Rates and Billing Credits

Under Net Energy Billing

An Act to Ensure a Sustainable Electric Grid

Nuclear Power

An Act to Encourage Economic Development Through the
Manufacture and Use of Marine Nuclear Power Modules

An Act to Study the Construction of a Nuclear Power Facility in the
State

An Act to Direct the Public Utilities Commission to Seek Informational

Bids Regarding Small Modular Nuclear Reactors in the State

Renewable Resources

An Act to Amend the Portfolio Requirements for Class II Resources

and Require Money Collected from Alternative Compliance Payments

to Be Used for Financial Assistance

Energy, Utilities and Technology
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CARRIED OVER

PUBLIC 222

PUBLIC 230

PUBLIC 411

CARRIED OVER

Died Between

Houses

CARRIED OVER

Majority (ONTP)

Report

ONTP

ONTP

CARRIED OVER

PUBLIC 361



Not
Enacted

Enacted

Not
Enacted

LD 1591

LD 43

LD 175

LD 297

LD 376

LD 437

LD 442

LD 622

LD 1431

LD 1830

LD 1888

LD 496

LD 1232

LD 1531

An Act to Promote Economic Reuse of Contaminated Land Through
Clean Energy Development

An Act to Reduce the Cost of Electricity by Removing the 100-
megawatt Limit on Renewable Resources of Energy

An Act to Increase the Use of Municipal Waste-to-energy Processes as
a Source of Renewable Energy

An Act to Reduce Electric Rate Increases Due to Renewable Energy
Credits

An Act to Repeal the Law Regarding the Northern Maine Renewable
Energy Development Program

An Act to Eliminate the Repeal Provision on Waste-to-energy
Renewable Energy Credits

An Act Regarding Renewable Energy Projects

An Act to Create Equal Opportunity Access to Clean Energy by
Removing the 100-megawatt Limit on Clean Energy Sources

An Act Requiring the Public Utilities Commission to Adopt Rules
Promoting Renewable Energy

An Act to Advance Maine's Clean Energy Goals

An Act to Reduce Electricity Costs for Maine's Consumers and
Businesses by Amending the Laws Governing Renewable Resources

Solar Energy

An Act to Address Battery Storage System Decommissioning and
Clarify Solar Energy Development Decommissioning

An Act to Increase Adoption of Solar Power in Maine

Resolve, to Implement a 4-year Moratorium on Solar Energy Subsidies
and Direct the Department of Environmental Protection to Study the
Economic Impact of Industrial Solar Energy Projects

Energy, Utilities and Technology
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PUBLIC 321

ONTP

ONTP

CARRIED OVER

Majority (ONTP)
Report
ONTP

Majority (ONTP)
Report

Majority (ONTP)
Report

Majority (ONTP)
Report

CARRIED OVER

Majority (ONTP)
Report

PUBLIC 215

Died Between
Houses

Majority (ONTP)
Report



Telecommunications

Enacted LD 396 An Act to Preserve the 207 Area Code and Impede So-called
Robocalling
EOt ted LD 1167 An Act to Require Communications Service Providers to Prorate
nacte Customer Bills for Cancellation and Allow a Reduction in Service for a
Customer with an Outstanding Balance
LD 1379 An Act to Combat Unwanted Telephone Solicitations
Utilities - General
Enacted LD 325 An Act to Require Transparency in Public Utility Advertising
Expenditures
Not LD 240 An Act to Increase Public Access to Utilities
Enacted
LD 421 An Act to Ensure Utility Acquisitions Benefit Maine People
LD 905 An Act to Expand Energy Choice Through Municipal Utilities
LD 1388 An Act to Protect Utility Customers and Improve Disclosure of
Political and Advertising Spending by Public Utilities and Their
Affiliates
LD 1962 An Act to Limit Utility Shut-offs
Water/Sewer/Sanitary - General
Enacted LD 211 An Actto Amend the Laws Governing Water Supply Protection Funds
LD 1655 An Act to Amend the Laws Governing Consumer-owned Water
Utilities
Not LD 1111 An Act Concerning Contracts and Agreement for Large-scale Water
Enacted

Extraction

Energy, Utilities and Technology
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PUBLIC 144

ONTP

ONTP

PUBLIC 286

CARRIED OVER

ONTP

ONTP

Leave to Withdraw
Pursuant to Joint
Rule 310

CARRIED OVER

PUBLIC 137

PUBLIC 325

CARRIED OVER



Enacted

Enacted

Not
Enacted

LD 640

LD 925

LD 1692

LD 1693

LD 1933

LD 1950

LD 1895

LD 1884

Water/Sewer/Sanitary Charters

An Act to Update the Charter of the Lewiston-Auburn Water Pollution P & S3

Control Authority

An Act to Allow the Baileyville Utilities District to Disconnect Water
Service for a Customer's Failure to Pay for Sewer Service Provided by
the Town of Baileyville

An Act to Create the Guilford-Sangerville Utilities District

An Act to Amend the Kennebunk Sewer District Charter

An Act to Increase the Debt Limit of the Limerick Water District

An Act to Raise the Debt Limit of the Stonington Water Company

Wind Energy

An Act Regarding the Procurement of Energy from Offshore Wind
Resources

An Act to Prohibit Offshore Wind Energy Development

Energy, Utilities and Technology
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131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023

DIGEST OF BILLS

Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology

Date of last
Comm Final Enacted Laws | Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition Law Ch Note? |S
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Reduce the Cost of Electricity by Removing the Reported to Joint Rule
EUT 43 [100-megawatt Limit on Renewable Resources of Energy Out|ONTP 4/28/23 310 ©v
Resolve, to Direct the Public Utilities Commission to
Consider Methods to Educate Customers About Electricity Reported
EUT 69 [Supply Out|OTP-AM 4/26/23 | Finally Passed | RESLV 12 “
An Act to Authorize the Efficiency Maine Trust to Establish
a Program to Support the Uptake of Medium-duty and
Heavy-duty Zero-emission Vehicles by Maine Businesses
and to Establish a Medium-duty and Heavy-duty Zero- Carry Over Carried in
EUT 122 |emission Vehicle-to-grid Pilot Project Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Increase the Use of Municipal Waste-to-energy Reported to Joint Rule
EUT 175 |Processes as a Source of Renewable Energy Out|ONTP 2/8/23 310 =
An Act to Amend the Authority of the Public Utilities
Commission Regarding Access to Information in Reported
EUT 177 |Proceedings Involving Special Rate Contracts Out|OTP-AM 4/14/23 Enacted PL 64 ©Y
An Act to Eliminate the Energy Efficiency and Renewable OTP-
Resource Fund and to Provide Needs-based Low-income Reported|AM/OTP-
EUT 187 |Assistance Out|AM 5/24/23 Enacted PL 306 “v
An Act to Update and Clarify the Public Utilities Reported
EUT 194 |Commission's Reporting Requirements Out|OTP-AM 4/26/23 Enacted PL 77 «
An Act to Amend the Laws Governing Water Supply Reported
EUT 211 |Protection Funds Out|OTP-AM 5/22/23 Enacted PL 137 ©Y
Carry Over Carried in
EUT 240 [An Act to Increase Public Access to Utilities Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
An Act to Add Electric Bicycles to the Electric Vehicle Reported|OTP-
EUT 256 |Rebate Program Out|AM/ONTP 5/22/23 Enacted PL 140 ©Y
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131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023

DIGEST OF BILLS

Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology

Date of last -
Comm Final Enacted Laws | Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition law Ch Note? |S
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Increase Consumer Choice and Reduce Motor Reported to Joint Rule
EUT 266 [Vehicle Emissions in Maine Out|ONTP 3/10/23 310 =
An Act to Reduce Electric Rate Increases Due to Renewable | Carry Over Carried in
EUT 297 |Energy Credits Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
An Act to Require Transparency in Public Utility Advertising Reported|OTP-
EUT 325 |Expenditures Out|AM/ONTP 6/1/23 Enacted PL 286 ©Y
An Act to Provide Maine Ratepayers with Equitable Access Reported|OTP-
EUT 327 [to Interconnection of Distributed Generation Resources Out|AM/ONTP 6/20/23 Enacted PL 307 ©Y
Accepted
An Act Regarding the Purpose and Responsibilities of the Reported Majority
EUT 340 |State Regulatory System for Public Utilities Out|/ONTP/OTP 4/4/23 | (ONTP) Report @
Ought Not to
An Act to Require the Nonwires Alternative Coordinator to Pass Pursuant
Review and Analyze Plans to Build, Upgrade or Replace a Reported to Joint Rule
EUT 357 [Substation Out|ONTP 3/3/23 310 =
Accepted
An Act to Repeal the Law Regarding the Northern Maine Reported Majority
EUT 376 |Renewable Energy Development Program Out|ONTP/OTP 3/10/23 | (ONTP) Report «
An Act to Expand Funding Sources Within the Public Reported
EUT 395 |Utilities Commission for Intervenor and Participant Funding Out|OTP-AM 5/22/23 Enacted PL 143 ©Y
An Act to Preserve the 207 Area Code and Impede So-called Reported
EUT 396 [Robocalling Out|OTP-AM 5/22/23 Enacted PL 144 ©v
An Act to Amend the Portfolio Requirements for Class Il OTP-
Resources and Require Money Collected from Alternative Reported|AM/ONTP/
EUT 399 [Compliance Payments to Be Used for Financial Assistance Out|OTP-A 6/20/23 Enacted PL 361 ©Y
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131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023

DIGEST OF BILLS

Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology

Date of last -
Comm Final Enacted Laws | Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition law Ch Note? |S
An Act to Fully Engage the Efficiency Maine Trust in
Mitigating Climate Change by Creating Electrification Carry Over Carried in
EUT 412 |Programs Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
An Act to Clarify the Provision of Notice of Proposed Rate Reported
EUT 414 |Increases to Public Utility Customers Out|OTP-AM 5/17/23 Enacted PL 145 ©v
Carry Over Carried in
EUT 417 |An Act to Facilitate Net Energy Billing Approved Comm 7/25/23 “v
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
Reported to Joint Rule
EUT 421 |An Act to Ensure Utility Acquisitions Benefit Maine People Out|ONTP 6/14/23 310 «
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Eliminate the Repeal Provision on Waste-to- Reported to Joint Rule
EUT 437 |energy Renewable Energy Credits Out|ONTP 4/28/23 310 ©
Accepted
Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
EUT 442 |An Act Regarding Renewable Energy Projects Out|AM 5/11/23 | (ONTP) Report @
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Encourage Economic Development Through the Reported to Joint Rule
EUT 486 [Manufacture and Use of Marine Nuclear Power Modules Out|ONTP 4/7/23 310 ©v
An Act to Address Battery Storage System
Decommissioning and Clarify Solar Energy Development Reported
EUT 496 [Decommissioning Out|OTP-AM 6/2/23 Enacted PL 215 ©v
An Act to Amend the Net Energy Billing Laws to Direct
Expiring Net Energy Billing Credits to Provide Low-income Reported|OTP-
EUT 509 [Assistance Out|AM/ONTP 6/6/23 Enacted PL 230 ©v
Resolve, to Evaluate a Vehicle-to-grid Pilot Project Using Reported|OTP-
EUT 519 |Electric School Buses Out|AM/ONTP 5/22/23 | Finally Passed | RESLV 32 ©v
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131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023

DIGEST OF BILLS

Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology

Date of last -
Comm Final Enacted Laws | Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition law Ch Note? |S
An Act Requiring the Installation of Electric Vehicle
Charging Stations in New Commercial and Multifamily Reported|ONTP/OTP- Died Between
EUT 524 |Parking Lot Construction Out|AM 5/11/23 Houses ©
OTP-
Resolve, Directing the Public Utilities Commission to Reported|AM/OTP-
EUT 542 |Investigate Time-of-use Rates Out|AM/ONTP 6/1/23 Finally Passed | RESLV 79 “v
An Act to Ensure That the Maine Electric Grid Provides Carry Over Carried in
EUT 589 |Additional Benefits to Maine Ratepayers Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
An Act to Create Equal Opportunity Access to Clean Energy Accepted
by Removing the 100-megawatt Limit on Clean Energy Reported Majority
EUT 622 |Sources Out|ONTP/OTP 4/26/23 |(ONTP) Report ©
An Act to Update the Charter of the Lewiston-Auburn Reported
EUT 640 [Water Pollution Control Authority Out|OTP-AM 4/26/23 Enacted P&S 3 ©v
Carry Over Carried in
EUT 683 |An Act to Reduce Electricity Rates Approved Comm 7/27/23 “v
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Study the Construction of a Nuclear Power Reported to Joint Rule
EUT 689 [Facility in the State Out|ONTP 3/29/23 310 «
Resolve, to Study the Effects of 5G Technology on Bird, Bee OTP-
and Insect Populations and the Effects of Long-term Reported| AM/ONTP/ Died Between
EUT 697 |Exposure on Children Out|OTP-AM 5/25/23 Houses ©
An Act to Reduce the Cost of Energy in Maine and Reduce
Greenhouse Gas Emissions Through the Effective Use of Reported
EUT 698 |Renewably Sourced Gas Out|OTP-AM 5/22/23 Enacted PL 222 ©Y
Carry Over Carried in
EUT 699 |An Act to Reduce Future Energy Costs Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
Reported to Joint Rule
EUT 905 |An Act to Expand Energy Choice Through Municipal Utilities Out|ONTP 3/24/23 310 ©v
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DIGEST OF BILLS
131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023

Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology

Date of last -
Comm Final Enacted Laws | Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition law Ch Note? |S
An Act to Improve Disclosure of Present and Future Costs Reported
EUT 923 |to Maine Electricity Consumers Out|OTP-AM 5/11/23 Enacted PL 121
Resolve, to Provide Legislative Approval of the Transmission
Project Selected by the Public Utilities Commission
Pursuant to the Northern Maine Renewable Energy Reported|OTP-
EUT 924 |[Development Program Out|AM/ONTP 6/6/23 Finally Passed | RESLV 66 “v
An Act to Allow the Baileyville Utilities District to
Disconnect Water Service for a Customer's Failure to Pay Reported
EUT 925 |[for Sewer Service Provided by the Town of Baileyville Out|OTP-AM 5/9/23 Enacted P&S 6 ©v
Accepted
An Act to Support Environmental Justice by Requiring Reported Majority
EUT 939 [Certain Notice Requirements for Whistleblower Protections Out|ONTP/OTP 4/14/23 | (ONTP) Report «
Reported|OTP-
EUT 952 [Resolve, to Create a 21st-Century Electric Grid Out|AM/ONTP 6/6/23 Finally Passed | RESLV 67 ©v
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
Reported to Joint Rule
EUT 965 [An Act to Subsidize Hydroelectric Power Out|ONTP 4/28/23 310 @
Resolve, Directing the Public Utilities Commission to Initiate
a Proceeding to Explore Strategies to Procure Standard-
offer Service in a Manner that Promotes the Stability of Reported
EUT 987 [Residential Standard-offer Rates Out|OTP-AM 5/24/23 | Finally Passed | RESLV 39 “v
An Act to Improve the Telecommunications Relay Services
Council by Reducing Its Membership and Allowing for the Reported
EUT | 1065 |Hiring of an Executive Director Out|OTP-AM 6/1/23 Enacted PL 182 ©Y
An Act to Support Lower Home Energy Costs by Reported|OTP-
EUT | 1101 |Establishing a Home Energy Scoring System Out|/AM/ONTP 6/6/23 Enacted PL 259 ©v
An Act Concerning Contracts and Agreement for Large- Carry Over Carried in
EUT | 1111 ([scale Water Extraction Approved Comm 7/25/23 “v
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131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023

DIGEST OF BILLS

Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology

Date of last -
Comm Final Enacted Laws | Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition law Ch Note? |S
An Act to Require Communications Service Providers to Ought Not to
Prorate Customer Bills for Cancellation and Allow a Pass Pursuant
Reduction in Service for a Customer with an Outstanding Reported to Joint Rule
EUT | 1167 |Balance Out|ONTP 6/14/23 310 ©
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Provide for the Review and Uniform Application Reported to Joint Rule
EUT | 1175 |of All Transmission and Distribution Utility Rates Out|ONTP 4/28/23 310 ©
An Act to Clarify Insurance in the Joint Use of Public Utility Reported
EUT | 1223 |Equipment Out|OTP-AM 6/20/23 Enacted PL 313 ©v
Reported|OTP- Died Between
EUT | 1232 |An Act to Increase Adoption of Solar Power in Maine Out|AM/ONTP 6/20/23 Houses «
An Act to Eliminate the Current Net Energy Billing Policy in Reported|OTP- Died Between
EUT | 1347 |Maine Out|AM/ONTP 6/20/23 Houses @
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
Reported to Joint Rule
EUT | 1379 |An Act to Combat Unwanted Telephone Solicitations Out|ONTP 4/28/23 310 @
Leave to
An Act to Protect Utility Customers and Improve Disclosure Withdraw
of Political and Advertising Spending by Public Utilities and Reported Pursuant to
EUT | 1388 [Their Affiliates Out|LTW 5/31/23 | Joint Rule 310 @
An Act to Reduce Maine's Dependence on Fossil Fuels and
Carbon Footprint for Energy Production Using Waste Wood Reported|OTP-
EUT | 1408 |Fuel Out|/AM/ONTP 6/20/23 Enacted PL 353 ©v
An Act to Allow the Public Utilities Commission to Provide
Financial Assistance to Low-income Households in Reported|OTP-
EUT | 1427 |Emergency Situations Out|AM/ONTP 6/1/23 Enacted PL 201 ©v
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131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023

DIGEST OF BILLS

Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology

Date of last -
Comm Final Enacted Laws | Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition law Ch Note? |S
Accepted
An Act Requiring the Public Utilities Commission to Adopt Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
EUT | 1431 |Rules Promoting Renewable Energy Out|AM 6/6/23 | (ONTP) Report @
Accepted
An Act to Require the Commissioners of the Public Utilities Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
EUT | 1452 |Commission to Be Popularly Elected Out|AM 6/13/23 | (ONTP) Report ©
Resolve, to Study the Effect of Current Laws and Rules on Reported
EUT | 1456 [the Expansion of Broadband Out|OTP-AM 6/15/23 | Finally Passed | RESLV 81 ©v
An Act to Amend the Calculation of Tariff Rates and Billing Carry Over Carried in
EUT | 1465 |Credits Under Net Energy Billing Approved Comm 7/25/23 “v
Resolve, Directing the Public Utilities Commission to
Convene a Stakeholder Group Regarding Liquefied Propane Reported
EUT | 1479 |Gas Systems and the So-called Dig Safe Law Out|OTP-AM 6/2/23 Finally Passed | RESLV 47 ©Y
Resolve, to Capitalize on Opportunities from Newly Revised Ought Not to
Federal Renewable Fuels Standards by Studying the Pass Pursuant
Environmental and Economic Benefits of Electric and Steam Reported to Joint Rule
EUT | 1489 |Generation Facilities Powered by Biomass Out|ONTP 4/28/23 310 ©
Resolve, to Implement a 4-year Moratorium on Solar
Energy Subsidies and Direct the Department of Accepted
Environmental Protection to Study the Economic Impact of Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
EUT | 1531 [Industrial Solar Energy Projects Out|AM 6/6/23 | (ONTP) Report @
An Act to Direct the Public Utilities Commission to Seek
Informational Bids Regarding Small Modular Nuclear Reported|OTP- Carried on
EUT | 1549 |Reactors in the State Out|/AM/ONTP floor 6/6/23 ©v
An Act to Promote Economic Reuse of Contaminated Land Reported
EUT | 1591 |Through Clean Energy Development Out|OTP-AM 6/20/23 Enacted PL 321 ©Y
Carry Over Carried in
EUT 1606 [An Act to Finance Clean Energy and Infrastructure in Maine Approved Comm 7/25/23 «v
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131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023

DIGEST OF BILLS

Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology

Date of last -
Comm Final Enacted Laws | Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition Law Ch Note? |S
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Create the Pine Tree Power Company, a Reported to Joint Rule
EUT | 1611 |Nonprofit, Customer-owned Utility Out|ONTP 6/6/23 310 ©
Accepted
Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
EUT | 1623 |An Act to Prohibit All State Subsidies for Electric Vehicles Out|AM 6/15/23 | (ONTP) Report @
An Act to Extend the Time for Certain Public Utilities Reported
EUT | 1654 [Commission Proceedings Out|OTP 5/24/23 Enacted PL 168 ©Y
OTP-
An Act to Amend the Laws Governing Consumer-owned Reported|AM/OTP-
EUT | 1655 [Water Utilities Out|AM 6/12/23 Enacted PL 325 ©Y
Reported Emergency
EUT | 1692 |An Act to Create the Guilford-Sangerville Utilities District Out|OTP-AM 6/20/23 Enacted P&S 15 ©v
Reported
EUT | 1693 |An Act to Amend the Kennebunk Sewer District Charter Out|OTP 5/24/23 Enacted P&S 7 ©Y
Reported|OTP-
EUT | 1724 |An Act to Enact the Beneficial Electrification Policy Act Out|AM/ONTP 6/20/23 Enacted PL 328 ©v
Accepted
An Act to Protect Northern Maine Standard-offer Reported Majority
EUT | 1727 |Ratepayers Out|ONTP/OTP 6/12/23 | (ONTP) Report ©
Carry Over Carried in
EUT 1775 |An Act to Establish a Clean Hydrogen Pilot Program Approved Comm 7/25/23 «v
Accepted
Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
EUT | 1778 |An Act to Ensure a Sustainable Electric Grid Out|AM 6/20/23 | (ONTP) Report «
An Act to Make the ConnectMaine Authority Responsible Ought Not to
for Attachments to and Joint Use of Utility Poles and to Pass Pursuant
Establish Procedures for Broadband Service Infrastructure Reported to Joint Rule
EUT | 1791 |Crossing Railroad Tracks Out|ONTP 6/6/23 310 «
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131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023

DIGEST OF BILLS

Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology

Date of last -
Comm Final Enacted Laws | Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition law Ch Note? |S
An Act Regarding Enhanced 9-1-1 Public Safety Answering Reported Emergency
EUT | 1828 |Points Out|OTP-AM 6/2/23 Enacted PL 186
Carry Over Carried in
EUT | 1830 |An Act to Advance Maine's Clean Energy Goals Approved Comm 7/25/23 “v
An Act Relating to Energy Storage and the State's Energy Reported|OTP-
EUT | 1850 |Goals Out|/AM/ONTP 6/20/23 Enacted PL 374 ©v
Accepted
Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
EUT | 1884 |An Act to Prohibit Offshore Wind Energy Development Out|AM 6/16/23 | (ONTP) Report «
OTP-
An Act to Clarify the Review and Procurement Process for Reported|AM/OTP-
EUT | 1887 [Nonwires Alternatives Out|AM 6/20/23 Enacted PL 355 “v
An Act to Reduce Electricity Costs for Maine's Consumers Accepted
and Businesses by Amending the Laws Governing Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
EUT | 1888 |Renewable Resources Out|AM 6/20/23 | (ONTP) Report @
An Act to Provide Authorization to Aroostook County to Carry Over Carried in
EUT | 1889 |Use the Statewide Radio and Network System Approved Comm 7/25/23 “v
An Act Regarding the Procurement of Energy from Offshore Reported|OTP-
EUT | 1895 |Wind Resources Out|AM/ONTP 6/22/23 Enacted PL 481 ©v
An Act to Require Broadband Internet Access Service Carry Over Carried in
EUT | 1932 |Providers to Prorate Customer Bills Approved Comm 7/25/23 “v
An Act to Increase the Debt Limit of the Limerick Water Reported Emergency
EUT | 1933 |District Out|OTP 6/6/23 Enacted P&S 11 ©v
An Act Regarding Future Energy Procurements for Reported|OTP-
EUT | 1943 |Renewable Energy Development in Northern Maine Out|AM/ONTP 6/20/23 Enacted PL 371 ©Y
An Act to Raise the Debt Limit of the Stonington Water Reported Emergency
EUT | 1950 |Company Out|OTP 6/6/23 Enacted P&S 8 ©v
Carry Over Carried in
EUT | 1962 [An Act to Limit Utility Shut-offs Approved Comm 7/25/23 “v
An Act Regarding the Future of Renewable Energy Carry Over Carried in
EUT | 1963 |Transmission in Northern Maine Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
Carry Over Carried in
EUT | 1967 |An Act to Support Municipal Franchise Agreements Approved Comm 7/25/23 “v
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DIGEST OF BILLS
131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023

Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology

Date of last -
Comm Final Enacted Laws | Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition law Ch Note? |S
Resolve, to Ensure that Eligible Customers Receive Reported Emergency
EUT | 1971 |Payments from the Energy Rate Relief Fund Out|OTP-AM 6/6/23 Finally Passed | RESLV 104 ©Y
An Act Relating to Net Energy Billing and Distributed Solar Reported|OTP-
EUT | 1986 |and Energy Storage Systems Out|/AM/ONTP 6/22/23 Enacted PL 411 ©v
An Act to Implement Recommendations of the Distributed Carry Over Carried in
EUT | 2016 |Generation Stakeholder Group Approved Comm 7/25/23 “v
An Act to Prohibit Early Termination Fees for Residential Reported
EUT | 2012 |Electric Generation Service Contracts Out|OTP/ONTP 6/22/23 Enacted PL 375 ©v
An Act to Address Abandoned Capital Credits Held by Rural Reported
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LD 69 Resolve, to Direct the Public Utilities Commission to Consider Methods to Educate
Customers About Electricity Supply

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 12 requires the Public Utilities Commission to issue a request to competitive
electricity providers and standard-offer service providers for information regarding the feasibility
of providing the cost in cents per kilowatt-hour to transmission and distribution utilities for each
power source used by the provider to serve its load. It also directs the commission to consider
methods it could undertake to better educate electric consumers on their electric energy supply and
the reasons for fluctuations in the price for that supply. By February 10, 2024, the commission
must submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology that
includes the information it receives from competitive electricity providers and standard-offer
service providers and the consumer education methods it considered. The committee may report
out a bill to the 131st Legislature in 2024.

LD 177 An Act to Amend the Authority of the Public Utilities Commission Regarding Access
to Information in Proceedings Involving Special Rate Contracts

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 64 allows the Public Utilities Commission to deny or limit access to
information by an attorney in a proceeding involving one or more special contracts if the
information is customarily regarded as confidential business information, the information relates
to the reasons or justification for the parties' entering into the special contract and the party
represented by the attorney is not a party to the special contract with the utility. The commission
may deny or limit access to information by any attorney in a proceeding involving one or more
special contracts after providing the attorney with an opportunity to be heard and upon finding that
the potential for harm from disclosure of the information outweighs the need for disclosure.

LD 187 An Act to Eliminate the Energy Efficiency and Renewable Resource Fund and to
Provide Needs-based Low-income Assistance

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 306 repeals the law establishing the Energy Efficiency and Renewable
Resource Fund. It requires alternative compliance payments made by competitive electricity
providers to the Public Utilities Commission, instead of being deposited into the Energy Efficiency
and Renewable Resource Fund, to be used by the commission to provide financial assistance for
low-income households.
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LD 194 An Act to Update and Clarify the Public Utilities Commission's Reporting
Requirements

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 77 updates the Public Utilities Commission’s annual reporting
requirements to remove outdated provisions and establish cross-references to certain specific
reporting requirements for clarity.

LD 211 An Act to Amend the Laws Governing Water Supply Protection Funds
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 137 amends the law governing the use of a water supply protection fund
by a consumer-owned water utility. It provides that a consumer-owned water utility may use water
supply protection funds to assist a holder to acquire interests in real property if that acquisition is
reasonably likely to result in or contribute to the protection of a public water supply. If a consumer-
owned water utility assists a holder in acquiring a conservation easement and the utility does not
acquire through the transaction a fee interest in the property, the law requires the utility to obtain
a third-party right of enforcement with respect to that easement. If a consumer-owned water utility
assists a holder in acquiring a fee interest in real property, the utility must acquire a conservation
easement unless the holder conveys a conservation easement to another holder, in which case the
utility must obtain a third-party right of enforcement with respect to that conservation easement.

LD 256 An Act to Add Electric Bicycles to the Electric Vehicle Rebate Program
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 140 permits the Efficiency Maine Trust to extend eligibility under the
electric vehicle rebate program to electric bicycles. If the trust extends eligibility to electric
bicycles, the trust must limit the rebates for electric bicycles under the program to recipients who
are low-income and moderate-income individuals and to entities that serve low-income and
moderate-income individuals, as determined by the trust. For a recipient to receive a rebate for
the purchase of an electric bicycle under the program, the electric bicycle must serve as the
recipient's principal means of commuting, as determined by the trust.

LD 325 An Act to Require Transparency in Public Utility Advertising Expenditures

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 286 repeals the section of existing law governing the expenses a public
utility may not include in its operating expenses and replaces it with a law that does the following.
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It prohibits a public utility from including in operating expenses to be recovered from rates
certain expenses incurred by the public utility or an affiliated interest.

It permits certain public utilities to include in operating expenses those expenses related to
educational expenditures and contributions to a trade association, chamber of commerce, or
public charity.

It requires a public utility to file expense reports with the commission and make those reports
available to the public for inspection.

It specifies that commission rules related to political activities, promotional advertising,
charitable contributions, educational expenditures and institutional advertising are routine
technical rules.

It requires the commission, by November 1, 2023, to initiate rulemaking to amend its rules to
implement the requirements of the law.

LD 327 An Act to Provide Maine Ratepayers with Equitable Access to Interconnection of
Distributed Generation Resources

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 307 makes several changes to the Maine Solar Energy Act and directs
the Public Utilities Commission to engage in activities related to interconnection.

1.

It creates a position within the commission for an interconnection ombudsman and establishes
the duties of this position. It requires the commission to make a good faith effort to appoint an
interconnection ombudsman within 12 months of the effective date of the law.

It directs the commission to monitor the level of solar energy development in the State, basic
trends in solar energy markets and the relative costs and benefits of solar energy development.
It requires the commission to provide, by January 1st of each year a summary report regarding
its monitoring activities to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction
over energy matters.

It directs the commission to adopt interconnection rules applicable to solar resources and to
energy storage systems within six months of the effective date of the law. The rules must
prioritize interconnection of solar resources and energy storage systems owned by customers
of investor-owned transmission and distribution utilities to offset on-site load.

It requires the commission to contract with an expert to conduct an evaluation of and issue a
report addressing whether treating distributed generation resources that use the tariff rate
program as load-reducing resources will provide greater value to all ratepayers than treating
those resources as wholesale generation resources and whether the tariff rate established by the
Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35 A, section 3209-B, subsection 5 has been implemented in a
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way that maximizes the value of the portfolio of the resources to all ratepayers. The
commission must provide a copy of the expert's report and a description of any actions the
commission recommends with respect to the findings in the report to the joint standing
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over energy matters by September 1, 2024.

It requires the commission to establish an interconnection working group to collaborate to
prevent and resolve disputes relating to the implementation of the State's small generator
interconnection procedures for Level 1 and Level 2 facilities. The working group must meet
monthly for its first year and at least quarterly thereafter until the working group submits its
final report. The working group's final report must be submitted to the joint standing
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over energy matters by December 6, 2025.

LD 395 An Act to Expand Funding Sources Within the Public Utilities Commission for
Intervenor and Participant Funding

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 143 amends the law governing intervenor funding in the following ways.

1.

It expands the law’s applicability to include participants in nonadjudicatory proceedings before
the Public Utilities Commission.

It includes administrative penalties collected by the commission in the allowable sources of
funding for intervenor or participant participation in commission proceedings.

It limits funding for an intervenor or participant in a commission proceeding involving a water
utility to only administrative penalties deposited in the Public Utilities Commission
Reimbursement Fund.

LD 396 An Act to Preserve the 207 Area Code and Impede So-called Robocalling

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 144 establishes various requirements related to voice network service
providers that acquire and place into service numbering resources for the State's numbering plan
area from the North American Numbering Plan Administrator or its successor.

1.

It requires voice network service providers to pay into the State's universal service fund and
telecommunications education access fund.

It provides the Public Utilities Commission with the authority to investigate voice network
service providers for compliance with the requirements to contribute to the State's universal
service fund and telecommunications education access fund.
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3. It requires the commission, by January 12, 2024, to submit a report to the Joint Standing
Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology that includes information on compliance with
the State's universal service fund and telecommunications education access fund requirements,
an update on the commission's efforts to preserve the 207 area code and an analysis of whether
additional efforts are needed to ensure numbering resources are used efficiently.

The law also creates a registration process for a provider of interconnected voice over Internet
protocol service obtaining numbering resources in the State. It allows the commission to adopt
routine technical rules relating to the registration process.

LD 399 An Act to Amend the Portfolio Requirements for Class II Resources and Require
Money Collected from Alternative Compliance Payments to Be Used for Financial Assistance

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 361 extends the repeal date to 2027 for the law that adds a 300%
multiplier to the output of licensed power generators fueled by municipal solid waste in
conjunction with recycling for the purposes of meeting portfolio requirements for Class II
resources. It directs the Public Utilities Commission to establish by rule an alternative compliance
payment rate for Class II resources of not greater than $10. Funds received by the commission for
alternative compliance payments must be used to provide financial assistance for low-income
households in accordance with the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3214,
subsection 2.

LD 414 An Act to Clarify the Provision of Notice of Proposed Rate Increases to Public Utility
Customers

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 145 requires a public utility seeking a change in rates, tolls and charges
that increases the annual operating revenues of the utility by more than 1% to send a notice of the
increase to its customers. The Public Utilities Commission must prepare the notice in consultation
with the utility. If the utility seeks a rate increase greater than what was stated in the notice after
the notice was sent, the utility must notify the commission. If the utility demonstrates good cause,
the commission may allow the utility to seek the increase greater than what was stated in the notice
subject to reasonable conditions established by the commission, which may include requiring the
utility to send a new notice to its customers describing the revised proposed increase.
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LD 496 An Act to Address Battery Storage System Decommissioning and Clarify Solar
Energy Development Decommissioning

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 215 prohibits a person from constructing, causing to be constructed, or
operating a battery storage system development with a capacity of two megawatts or more without
first obtaining approval of a decommissioning plan from an environmental permitting entity. It
establishes the requirements for a decommissioning plan, including the removal of the battery
storage system development components, recycling of the waste components that are recyclable
and regrading and revegetation of all earth disturbed during construction and decommissioning.
The plan must include demonstration of current and future financial capacity to fully fund
decommissioning under the plan.

The law clarifies the existing solar energy development decommissioning law by providing that
the Department of Environmental Protection and the Maine Land Use Planning Commission are
authorized, but not required, to adopt rules to implement the solar decommissioning requirements.
It also adds language to clarify the applicability of the solar energy development decommissioning
requirements.

LD 509 An Act to Amend the Net Energy Billing Laws to Direct Expiring Net Energy Billing
Credits to Provide Low-income Assistance

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 230 directs the Public Utilities Commission to require transmission and
distribution utilities with net energy billing arrangements to remit the value of unused and expired
net energy billing credits to the commission to be used for the benefit of individuals receiving low
income assistance.

LD 519 Resolve, to Evaluate a Vehicle-to-grid Pilot Project Using Electric School Buses
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 32 requires the Efficiency Maine Trust to assess the feasibility of
establishing a vehicle-to-grid pilot project operated at the Wells-Ogunquit Community School
District demonstrating the use of electric school buses to store energy from the electric grid during
times of low demand and discharge the stored energy to the grid during times of high demand.
The trust is required to submit an assessment of the pilot project to the Joint Standing Committee
on Energy, Utilities and Technology, including a recommendation as to whether or not a pilot
project would be feasible and, if the trust recommends implementing a pilot project, a proposed
project design and budget.
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LD 542 Resolve, Directing the Public Utilities Commission to Investigate Time-of-use Rates
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 79 directs the Public Utilities Commission to investigate the feasibility of
requiring standard-offer service to include a time-of-use rate option, including whether the
commission recommends the use of a pilot program to assess this option and requiring all investor-
owned transmission and distribution utilities to offer a time-of-use rate for the delivery of
electricity for all customer classes that would complement a time-of-use supply rate. The
commission is required to submit a report, by January 15, 2024, to the Joint Standing Committee
on Energy, Utilities and Technology that includes a summary of the commission's investigation
along with any findings and recommendations related to the report. The committee may report
out a bill to the Second Regular Session of the 131st Legislature.

LD 640 An Act to Update the Charter of the Lewiston-Auburn Water Pollution Control
Authority

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Private and Special Law 2023, chapter 3 amends the charter of the Lewiston-Auburn Water
Pollution Control Authority to reflect position changes, remove obsolete language, clarify
language regarding board members, update a statutory reference and make other changes to reflect
the current operations of the authority.

LD 698 An Act to Reduce the Cost of Energy in Maine and Reduce Greenhouse Gas
Emissions Through the Effective Use of Renewably Sourced Gas

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 222 requires the Public Utilities Commission to monitor proceedings at
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission and intervene and participate in those proceedings
related to interstate natural gas transmission capacity in New England and the Northeast that could
affect natural gas prices in the State if the commission believes that intervention and participation
will best represent the interests of the State's electric and gas ratepayers. If the commission has
intervened and participated in a proceeding, the commission must by December 31st of that year,
submit a report summarizing its participation to the joint standing committee of the Legislature
having jurisdiction over energy and utility matters.

The law defines "renewably sourced gas" and provides that a gas utility may petition the
commission to utilize renewably sourced gas. The commission may authorize the use of such gas
upon a finding that the utility's proposed use is safe and reliable, that its use can be provided to
customers at a just and reasonable rate and that it may reduce greenhouse gas emissions to meet
the greenhouse gas emissions reduction levels set forth in statute.
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The law repeals the section of law that prohibits the commission from executing a contract for
physical energy storage after June 1, 2017 and a contract for energy cost reduction after December
31, 2020. It requires the commission to issue a request for information after consultation with the
Office of the Public Advocate, the Governor's Energy Office and the Efficiency Maine Trust
regarding reasonable opportunities for the commission to explore and consider engaging in the
execution of an energy cost reduction contract or a physical energy storage contract. The
commission's request for information must also seek identification of existing and near-term
replacement energy sources for natural gas in commercial and industrial uses, including when the
replacement energy sources are expected to be available, the cost of those replacement energy
sources and the steps needed to develop a cost-effective and reliable supply of such replacement
energy sources. The commission must submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Energy,
Utilities and Technology by February 1, 2024 that includes a summary of the responses the
commission received from its request for information, any actions taken by the commission as a
result of the information received and any recommendations.

LD 923 An Act to Improve Disclosure of Present and Future Costs to Maine Electricity
Consumers

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 121 requires the Public Utilities Commission to annually publish on its
publicly accessible website current residential transmission and distribution utility rates and the
standard-offer supply rates.

The law also requires the commission to determine the method necessary to convey to residential
ratepayers of a transmission and distribution utility the anticipated effects of all deferred costs
approved by the commission on residential transmission and distribution utility rates and to publish
this information on the commission's publicly accessible website by November 1, 2023. The
commission must provide this information along with any recommended legislation to the Joint
Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology, which may report out legislation to the
Second Regular Session of the 131st Legislature.

LD 924 Resolve, to Provide Legislative Approval of the Transmission Project Selected by
the Public Utilities Commission Pursuant to the Northern Maine Renewable Energy
Development Program

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 66 provides that the Legislature approves the construction of a 1,200-
megawatt capacity, 345-kilovolt transmission line and associated interconnection facilities
pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3132, subsection 6-C. The resolve
specifies that the Legislature does not, through the passage of the resolve, provide approval for the
transmission line to cross or utilize designated public lands.
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LD 925 An Act to Allow the Baileyville Utilities District to Disconnect Water Service for a
Customer's Failure to Pay for Sewer Service Provided by the Town of Baileyville

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Private and Special Law 2023, chapter 6 amends the charter for the Baileyville Utilities District to
allow the district to disconnect water service for a customer if that same customer fails to pay for
sewer service that is provided by the Town of Baileyville if the disconnection is in accordance
with procedures established by applicable laws or rules and terms and conditions approved by the
Public Utilities Commission. The disconnection is allowed only if the customer whose water
service is subject to a disconnection is the same customer who has not paid for sewer service and
the water and sewer services are provided to the same location.

LD 952 Resolve, to Create a 21st-Century Electric Grid
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 67 directs the Governor's Energy Office to issue a request for proposals to
hire a third-party consultant to conduct a two-part study for the design of a distribution system
operator in the State. The distribution system operator must be designed to oversee integrated
system planning for all electric grids in the State, including coordinating energy planning efforts
across state agencies; operate all electric grids in the State to ensure optimum operations,
efficiency, equity, reliability and customer service; administer an open and transparent market for
distributed energy resources; and facilitate the achievement of the State's greenhouse gas reduction
obligations and climate policies. In the consultant's initial study, the consultant must evaluate
whether a distribution system operator could be designed to achieve a demonstrable reduction in
electricity costs for customers, improved electric system reliability and performance in the State,
accelerated achievement of the State's climate goals and growth of distributed energy resources.
If the consultant’s initial study finds that a distribution system operator could be designed to
achieve the required objectives and the office agrees with the consultant's conclusion, the office
must authorize the consultant to conduct the second part of the study to create a design proposal.

If the office does not authorize the consultant to conduct the second part of the study, the office
must present the initial study to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction
over energy matters within 60 days of the completion of the consultant's initial study.

If the office authorizes the second part of the study to create a design proposal, upon its completion,
the office is required to prepare an analysis based on the consultant's design proposal and provide
it to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over energy matters by
January 1, 2025.
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LD 987 Resolve, Directing the Public Utilities Commission to Initiate a Proceeding to
Explore Strategies to Procure Standard-offer Service in a Manner that Promotes the
Stability of Residential Standard-offer Rates

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 39 directs the Public Utilities Commission to initiate a proceeding to
develop a procurement strategy and consider other measures that could be used to increase rate
stability for residential customers that receive standard-offer service. In the proceeding, the
commission must consider the use of varied contract lengths and terms to reduce price

volatility from year to year.

LD 1065 An Act to Improve the Telecommunications Relay Services Council by Reducing
Its Membership and Allowing for the Hiring of an Executive Director

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 182 amends the law governing the Telecommunications Relay Services
Council to reduce the number of members appointed by the Governor from 8 to 6 by removing the
member of a telephone association and the member representing a company that provides
telecommunications relay services. It adds a member from the Maine Connectivity Authority
appointed by the president of the authority. It also directs the council to hire a part-time executive
director and establishes the duties of the executive director.

LD 1101 An Act to Support Lower Home Energy Costs by Establishing a Home Energy
Scoring System

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 259 directs the Efficiency Maine Trust to establish a home energy
scoring system for residential buildings for the purposes of evaluating a building’s energy
efficiency. The trust must establish a process by which a recipient of a home energy score may
voluntarily report the score to the trust and establish and maintain a database of home energy
scores.

LD 1223 An Act to Clarify Insurance in the Joint Use of Public Utility Equipment
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 313 provides that a shared-use pole owner may not require a
municipality, as a condition of the municipality's attachment to the pole, to purchase and maintain
a general liability insurance policy with a limit in excess of $5,000,000 per occurrence. It clarifies
that the provision of the Maine Tort Claims Act relating to insurance coverage applies to the
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municipality's liability limits and areas of liability if the municipality purchases such coverage.
The law includes a repeal date of October 1, 2028.

LD 1408 An Act to Reduce Maine's Dependence on Fossil Fuels and Carbon Footprint for
Energy Production Using Waste Wood Fuel

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY
Public Law 2023, chapter 353 does the following.

1. It requires the Bureau of Forestry to submit to the joint standing committee of the Legislature
having jurisdiction over energy matters a copy of any report related to wood processing that
the bureau submits to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over
forestry management matters.

2. It amends the definition of net generating capacity for the purposes of the combined heat and
power program to exclude energy provided behind the meter to facilities adjacent to an electric
generating facility.

3. It increases the allowable net generating capacity of a combined heat and power program
participant to no more than 15 megawatts and increases the total net generating capacity for all
combined heat and power program participants to no more than 30 megawatts.

4. It requires the Public Utilities Commission to evaluate combined heat and power projects on a
technology-specific basis when determining whether a project is highly efficient.

5. It limits the combined heat and power program to contracts for only energy instead of energy,
capacity resources and renewable energy credits.

6. It establishes criteria to allow a combined heat and power program participant located in the
service territory of a consumer-owned transmission and distribution utility to provide energy
to an investor-owned transmission and distribution utility pursuant to a long-term contract
under the program.

LD 1427 An Act to Allow the Public Utilities Commission to Provide Financial Assistance to
Low-income Households in Emergency Situations

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 201 allows the Public Utilities Commission, as part of a low-income
assistance program, to provide financial assistance to low-income households in emergency
situations as determined by the commission in a proceeding or by rule. It also requires the
commission to identify the sources of low-income assistance program funds in its annual report to
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the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over public utilities regarding
low-income assistance programs.

LD 1456 Resolve, to Study the Effect of Current Laws and Rules on the Expansion of
Broadband

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 81 directs the Public Utilities Commission to study current pole attachment
laws and rules and the effect of those laws and rules on municipal broadband expansion. The study
must include a review of each stage of the pole make-ready process, an estimate of the number of
utility poles statewide that could accommodate municipal facility attachments without the need to
replace the pole, an assessment of the commission’s enforcement practices and related laws
applicable to utility poles and a review of the commission’s current educational resources related
to pole attachments and the effectiveness of those resources. The law requires the commission to
submit an initial report of the study by February 15, 2024 and a final report by December 1, 2024
to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over utility matters.

LD 1479 Resolve, Directing the Public Utilities Commission to Convene a Stakeholder
Group Regarding Liquefied Propane Gas Systems and the So-called Dig Safe Law

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 47 directs the Public Utilities Commission to convene a stakeholder group
to discuss matters related to the underground facility damage prevention system, including options
that may be available to the commission to ensure the safety measures established by the system
are maintained while reducing administrative requirements for membership and participation in
the system that are applicable to liquefied propane gas distribution systems that have an
underground tank or pipe. The resolve specifies the membership of the stakeholder group and
requires the commission to submit a report, by December 6, 2023, to the Joint Standing Committee
on Energy, Utilities and Technology summarizing the stakeholder discussions including any
recommended legislation.

LD 1591 An Act to Promote Economic Reuse of Contaminated Land Through Clean Energy
Development

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 321 directs the Public Utilities Commission to initiate a competitive
solicitation for energy and renewable energy credits equal to 5% of the retail electricity sales in
the State for the period from January 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021 plus any amount contracted
for under previous procurements that the commission determines are unfulfilled. Projects eligible
to be selected for contracts are Class IA resources that begin commercial operation on or after
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September 19, 2023 and for which a system impact study has been filed. A project pairing eligible
Class IA resources with an energy storage system is also eligible to be selected for a contract. In
conducting a solicitation and selecting projects for contracts, the commission must consider the
expected effect of eligible Class IA resources on other renewable resources due to congestion and
curtailment, select only those eligible Class IA resources or combined projects for contracts that
will benefit ratepayers and give a primary preference to those eligible Class IA resources or
combined projects that are located on contaminated lands and secondary preference to eligible
Class IA resources or combined projects that minimize use of farmland that is not contaminated
land and minimize use of forested land. The commission must use procured renewable energy
credits to offset a standard-offer service provider's renewable resource portfolio requirements.

The law also requires the Governor's Energy Office, in consultation with the commission, to
review the status and impacts of the implementation of the State's renewable resources portfolio
requirements and submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having
jurisdiction over energy matters. The first report must be submitted by March 31, 2024 and
subsequent reports every three years thereafter.

LD 1654 An Act to Extend the Time for Certain Public Utilities Commission Proceedings
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 168 extends the time period during which the Public Utilities
Commission may make determinations on rate increases, affiliate transactions, reorganizations and
certificates of public convenience and necessity. It allows for an extension of a period of
suspension of the operation of a schedule of a public utility under certain circumstances. It extends
the period of approval for a petition for a proposed transmission line from nine to 12 months.

LD 1655 An Act to Amend the Laws Governing Consumer-owned Water Utilities

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 325 does the following.

1. It increases the gross annual revenues thresholds that trigger audits for qualified small water
utilities and permits the Public Utilities Commission, for good cause shown, to waive the

requirements for an annual review or audit for qualified small water utilities.

2. It exempts consumer-owned water utilities from certain requirements, including authorization
by the commission for the issuance of stocks, bonds and notes.

3. It removes the requirement that consumer-owned water utilities publish notices of public
hearings and rate changes in a newspaper and instead provides the commission with the
authority to prescribe the manner in which notice is provided to customers of these utilities.
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4. Itincreases the total annual revenues thresholds that classify what qualifies as a small, medium
and large consumer-owned water utility.

5. Tt creates an expedited rate adjustment mechanism for consumer-owned water utilities to allow
for up to a 1.5% increase in the current total annual revenue as long as proper notice is
provided.

6. It creates a process for two or more consumer-owned water utilities to petition the commission
to consolidate into a single utility. The commission must report annually on consolidation
activities to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over utilities
matters and include in that report draft charter language that the committee may report out to
create the new consolidated utility.

LD 1692 An Act to Create the Guilford-Sangerville Utilities District

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Private and Special Law 2023, chapter 15 establishes the Guilford-Sangerville Utilities District,
pending voter referendum.

Private and Special Law 2023, chapter 15 was enacted as an emergency measure effective
June 26, 2023.

LD 1693 An Act to Amend the Kennebunk Sewer District Charter

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Private and Special Law 2023, chapter 7 amends the charter of the Kennebunk Sewer District to
update the description of the district's territorial limits.

LD 1724 An Act to Enact the Beneficial Electrification Policy Act

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 328 does the following.

1. It enacts the Beneficial Electrification Policy Act which includes provisions that do the
following.

A. It allows the Governor's Energy Office to petition the Public Utilities Commission to
procure energy from renewable resources and allows the commission to initiate a
competitive solicitation to approve one or more contracts for energy from renewable
resources.
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B. It directs the Efficiency Maine Trust to develop a 3-year beneficial electrification plan as
a part of its triennial plan.

C. It requires, to the extent possible through readily available information, the office, the
commission and the trust to monitor beneficial electrification activities, trends and costs
and benefits to ratepayers.

D. It requires the commission, the office and the trust to include information on beneficial
electrification activities in each entity's annual report to the Legislature.

2. It amends the definition of "beneficial electrification" in existing law to include a process.

3. It directs the trust to plan and implement programs to advance the policy of beneficial
electrification.

4. It directs the commission to conduct a study of how to cost-effectively provide consumer
financing of beneficial electrification products including products for energy efficiency, home
or business energy storage, electric vehicle charging equipment and other distributed energy
products. The commission must submit a report on the study to the Joint Standing Committee
on Energy, Utilities and Technology by January 5, 2024.

LD 1828 An Act Regarding Enhanced 9-1-1 Public Safety Answering Points
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 186 requires a public safety answering point to provide notice to the
Emergency Services Communication Bureau prior to discontinuing service to a municipality. It
specifies that the bureau must find reasonable grounds to authorize a public safety answering point
to provide less than one year's notice of its discontinuation of service and provides that a violation
of the notice requirement is a civil violation for which a fine of up to $50 per day may be adjudged.
The law specifies that the bureau may establish additional public safety answering points
regardless of the limitation on the number of public safety answering points in the Maine Revised
Statutes, Title 25, section 2926, subsection 2-A if the bureau determines that a public safety
answering point is necessary to ensure public safety and access to E-9-1-1 services. The law also
requires the bureau to conduct a study assessing whether public safety answering points can be
more efficiently managed to ensure stability of the system. The Public Utilities Commission must
provide a report on the results of the study by February 1, 2024 to the joint standing committee of
the Legislature having jurisdiction over energy, utilities and technology matters.

Public Law 2023, chapter 186 was enacted as an emergency measure effective June 15, 2023.
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LD 1850 An Act Relating to Energy Storage and the State's Energy Goals

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 374 does the following.

1.

It modifies the state goal for energy storage system development to at least 300 megawatts of
installed capacity by December 31, 2025 and at least 400 megawatts by December 31, 2030.
It provides that, beginning January 1, 2024 and every 2 years thereafter, the Governor's Energy
Office may reevaluate and increase the state goal.

It directs the office, in consultation with the Public Utilities Commission, to evaluate designs
for and recommend a program to procure commercially available utility-scale energy storage
systems connected to the transmission and distribution systems, including but not limited to
through the use of an index storage credit mechanism. It directs the commission to evaluate
whether the program recommended by the office is reasonably likely to achieve the certain
objectives. Upon finding the proposed program reasonably likely to achieve those objectives,
the commission must take steps to implement the program in accordance with any applicable
authority the commission may have and the commission may submit to the joint standing
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over energy matters recommendations for any
changes to law needed to allow the commission to fully implement the program. The joint
standing committee may report out legislation related to energy storage to the 132nd
Legislature in 2025.

. It requires the office to study long-duration energy storage and submit a report to the Joint

Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology no later than February 1, 2024. The
report must include a discussion of technology options for long-duration energy storage, an
overview of known cost and performance characteristics, a discussion of scenarios for the use
of long-duration energy storage and consideration of whether and under what conditions the
use of long-duration energy storage would be cost-effective for ratepayers in the state.

It directs the commission to solicit stakeholder input on whether an investor-owned
transmission and distribution utility may own, have a financial interest in or otherwise control
energy storage systems in order to perform its obligations as a transmission and distribution
utility in an effective, prudent and efficient manner. The commission is required to submit a
report containing any recommendations based on its activities to the Joint Standing Committee
on Energy, Utilities and Technology no later than February 15, 2024.

LD 1887 An Act to Clarify the Review and Procurement Process for Nonwires Alternatives

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 355 makes the following changes to the laws governing electric
transmission lines and projects and nonwires alternatives.
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It repeals the definition of "nontransmission alternative" and incorporates aspects of the
definition of "nontransmission alternative" into the definition of "nonwires alternative." It
includes energy storage as a nonwires alternative in the definition of "nonwires alternative."

It amends the existing definition of "transmission project" and adds a definition of
"subtransmission project."

It prohibits a person from constructing a subtransmission project without approval from the
Public Utilities Commission.

It allows an investor-owned transmission and distribution utility or the Office of the Public
Advocate to petition commission to resolve a dispute between the nonwires alternative
coordinator and the utility regarding nonwires alternatives to proposed small transmission
projects and distribution projects.

It provides that an investor-owned transmission and distribution utility may request a
protective order if necessary to protect the confidentiality of customer data or critical energy
infrastructure information provided to the Public Advocate or the Efficiency Maine Trust to
allow the nonwires alternative coordinator to carry out certain investigation and analysis.

It provides that when the commission determines a nonwires alternative is appropriate in
certain cases involving the review of transmission and distribution projects, the nonwires
alternative must be prudently procured.

It removes language that provides that when an investor-owned transmission and distribution
utility voluntarily agrees to a nonwires alternative on the grid side of the meter regarding
certain small transmission and distribution projects, the utility must determine the entity to
deliver the nonwires alternative.

LD 1895 An Act Regarding the Procurement of Energy from Offshore Wind Resources

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 481 does the following.

1.

It requires an agreement for construction work in connection with the construction or alteration
of an offshore wind terminal that is a public work to support an offshore wind power project
to comply with the requirements applicable to either a project labor agreement or community
and workforce enhancement standards. It provides that if an offshore wind power project
involves a public-private partnership that includes the lease of an offshore wind terminal
owned or operated by the State, the department, authority or other agency responsible for
granting the lease must require agreements that comply with the requirements applicable to
either a project labor agreement or community and workforce enhancement standards as a
condition of the lease for all on-site construction and fabrication of materials for the offshore
wind power project.
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2. It makes the following changes to the Maine Wind Energy Act.

A. It updates the State's goal for wind energy development in proximate federal waters.

B.

It makes changes to the Offshore Wind Research Consortium, including expanding the
membership of the advisory board, and to the Offshore Wind Research Consortium Fund,
including adding payments from offshore wind power projects to the sources of money that
come into the fund.

It establishes the Maine Offshore Wind Renewable Energy and Economic Development
Program to further the development and use of offshore wind power projects in the Gulf of
Maine. The program is administered by the Governor's Energy Office in collaboration
with the Public Utilities Commission.

It directs the Governor's Energy Office to establish a schedule for competitive solicitations
and prepare requests for proposals for the development and construction of offshore wind
power projects to meet the goals of the Maine Offshore Wind Renewable Energy and
Economic Development Program. Each solicitation must seek proposals for not less than
approximately 600 megawatts of nameplate capacity or projects of sufficient size to enable
cost-competitive commercial-scale development. A solicitation must specify bidder
criteria, including the submission of plans addressing stakeholder engagement; economic
and community benefits; diversity, equity and inclusion in employment and contracting for
the project; fisheries research, monitoring and mitigation; and environmental and wildlife
research, monitoring, mitigation and conservation. The criteria must also require the
submission of a fishing communities investment plan and an agreement by the responsible
entity, if it is approved for a contract, to pay an amount per megawatt of capacity to the
Offshore Wind Research Consortium Fund and an agreement to provide financial and
technical assistance necessary to implement the required plans. It also establishes
community and workforce enhancement standards as requirements and standards that
contractors, subcontractors and individuals performing construction work on offshore wind
power projects must meet.

It requires the commission to review the office’s request for proposals and, upon finding
that the request for proposals is reasonably likely to attract competitive bids, issue the
request for proposals. The commission is required to select projects that result in contracts
that are cost-effective for electric ratepayers over the term of the contract, taking into
consideration potential quantitative and qualitative economic, environmental and other
benefits to ratepayers. The commission must give priority to projects that meet certain
criteria.

It authorizes the commission to conduct one or more competitive solicitations for proposals
for the development and construction of offshore wind energy transmission projects or
other electric infrastructure projects to facilitate offshore wind energy development.
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3. It establishes a visual impact standard to evaluate the effect of the development of an offshore
wind terminal.

4. Tt requires the Office of Tax Policy in the Department of Administrative and Financial
Services, Bureau of Revenue Services, in consultation with the Department of Marine
Resources and the Governor's Energy Office, to develop the Fishing Community Tax Incentive
Program to provide tax credits to applicants for qualified investments in offshore wind power
projects. The Office of Tax Policy is required to publicize and seek public comment on the
proposed program before submitting it, including suggested legislation, to the Joint Standing
Committee on Taxation and the Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology
by February 1, 2024.

LD 1933 An Act to Increase the Debt Limit of the Limerick Water District
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Private and Special Law 2023, chapter 11 increases the debt limit of the Limerick Water District
from $1,000,000 to $2,000,000.

Private and Special Law 2023, chapter 11 was enacted as an emergency measure effective
June 16, 2023.

LD 1943 An Act Regarding Future Energy Procurements for Renewable Energy
Development in Northern Maine

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 371 directs the Public Utilities Commission to issue a request for
proposals for the development and construction of renewable energy generation projects in
northern Maine to maximize the use of the transmission line proposal selected in accordance with
the Northern Maine Renewable Energy Development Program. The law provides that the
commission must conduct the request for proposals and approval of contracts, if practicable, on a
schedule to allow selected projects to seek inclusion in the Third Maine Resource Integration Study
and the subsequent cluster system impact study.

LD 1950 An Act to Raise the Debt Limit of the Stonington Water Company

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Private and Special Law 2023, chapter 8 increases the total amount of debt the Stonington Water
Company may incur from $1,000,000 to $10,000,000.
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Private and Special Law 2023, chapter 8 was enacted as an emergency measure effective
June 13, 2023.

LD 1971 Resolve, to Ensure that Eligible Customers Receive Payments from the
Energy Rate Relief Fund

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 104 ensures that an eligible customer of an electric utility receives a
payment from the Energy Rate Relief Fund under Resolve 2021, chapter 168 even if that
customer did not receive a February 2022 invoice from that electric utility.

Resolve 2023, chapter 104 was finally passed as an emergency measure effective July 26, 2023.

LD 1986 An Act Relating to Net Energy Billing and Distributed Solar and Energy Storage
Systems

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY
Public Law 2023, chapter 411 does the following.

1. It establishes the Distributed Solar and Energy Storage Program to obtain and provide federal
funding to foster the continued growth of cost-effective distributed solar facilities and energy
storage systems in the State.

2. It limits participation in the kilowatt hour credit and tariff rate net energy billing programs for
distributed generation resources with a nameplate capacity greater than or equal to one
megawatt and less than or equal to two megawatts to those resources that, on or before
December 31, 2024, reach commercial operation by the date specified in the net energy billing
agreement or by the date specified with an allowable modification to that agreement.

3. After December 31, 2023, it limits participation in the tariff rate net energy billing program to
distributed generation resources that are collocated with all of the distributed generation
resource's net energy billing customers and those customers are subscribed to 100% of the
facility's output. The limitation does not apply to a distributed generation resource with a net
energy billing agreement that was executed on or before December 31, 2023.

4. Tt requires the Public Utilities Commission to annually determine the net energy billing costs
and the benefits of distributed generation under net energy billing programs for the previous
year and to allocate to each investor-owned transmission and distribution utility its pro rata
share of net energy billing costs. The allocation must be based on each utility's total retail
kilowatt-hour energy sales to ratepayers that pay net energy billing costs.
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5. It establishes parameters for a competitive solicitation and procurement by the commission
that may procure energy or renewable energy credits from distributed generation resources that
have met or are reasonably likely to meet certain net energy billing eligibility criteria as
determined by the commission or, for distributed generation resources that have a nameplate
capacity of at least one megawatt and not more than two megawatts, are a member of a cluster
study conducted by a transmission and distribution utility or are likely to receive required
transmission approval from the New England independent system operator on or before April
30, 2024. If the commission determines that a procurement of energy or renewable energy
credits is in the public interest, the commission must select distributed generation resources for
contracts. Distributed generation resources that are awarded contracts as a result of the
competitive solicitation may not participate in net energy billing and must terminate any net
energy billing arrangements or agreements.

6. It directs the commission to conduct one or more proceedings to examine and evaluate designs
for programs to reduce net energy billing costs in which a distributed generation resource may
elect to participate, including, but not limited to, designs that include long-term financial
mechanisms and buy-down arrangements. If the commission finds the implementation of a
program to be in the public interest, the commission must establish and implement the
program. By March 31, 2024, the commission must provide a report of its activities regarding
these programs to the Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology.

LD 2012 An Act to Prohibit Early Termination Fees for Residential Electric Generation
Service Contracts

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2023, chapter 375 prohibits a competitive electricity provider from entering into or
renewing a contract for generation service that imposes an early termination fee.

LD 2013 An Act to Address Abandoned Capital Credits Held by Rural Electrification
Cooperatives

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2023, chapter 483 provides that a deposit or refund owed to a member of a rural

electrification cooperative that is unclaimed by the member one year after the deposit or refund
becomes payable must be used to provide assistance to low income households.
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Not
Enacted

Not
Enacted

Enacted

LD 466

LD 718

LD 826

LD 1172

LD 295

LD 1009

LD 1171

LD 1660

LD 306

LD 1081

LD 1641

LD 1723

LD 164

Resolve, to Evaluate Options for the Recycling of Solar Panels and
Wind Turbine Blades

An Act to Facilitate the Management of Wastewater Treatment Plant
Sludge at the State-owned Juniper Ridge Landfill

An Act to Provide for the Management of the Waste Components of a
Solar Energy Development upon Decommissioning

An Act to Reestablish Annual Reporting on Solid Waste in Maine

An Act Regarding Plastic Pollution

An Act Regarding the Reduction and Recycling of Food Waste

An Act to Raise Funding to Support Waste Reduction, Reuse,
Recycling and Composting in Maine

An Act to Provide That Advanced Recycling Facilities Are Subject to
Solid Waste Regulation and That Advanced Recycling Does Not
Constitute Recycling

Water

An Act Related to Water

An Act to Impose a Fee on Commercial Water Withdrawn from Lakes
and Ponds to Fund Conservation Efforts and Prohibit a Fee on the Sale
of Water Withdrawn from a Lake or Pond

Resolve, to Further Study the Role of Water as a Resource

An Act to Prevent the Automatic Transfer of Permits and Contracts in a

Sale of Assets of a Water Export Company Without Review and to
Amend the Membership of the Water Resources Planning Committee
and the Maine Public Drinking Water Commission

Water Quality

An Act Regarding the Funding of Lake Water Quality Restoration and
Protection Projects
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RESOLVE 52

PUBLIC 283

PUBLIC 300

PUBLIC 331

CARRIED OVER

CARRIED OVER

ONTP

CARRIED OVER

CARRIED OVER

ONTP

Died On
Adjournment

ONTP

PUBLIC 426



LD 276

LD 1926

Enacted LD 1926

Not

Enacted LD 1847

An Act to Assist Municipalities in Preventing Damage from Storm
Water

An Act to Impose a Moratorium on New Point Source Waste
Discharge Licenses on the Lower Presumpscot River

Waterbodies

An Act to Impose a Moratorium on New Point Source Waste
Discharge Licenses on the Lower Presumpscot River

Wind Power

An Act to Modify the Visual Impact Standards for Offshore Wind Port
Development and Establish Labor Standards for Wind Power Projects
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PUBLIC 65

PUBLIC 295

PUBLIC 295

Veto Sustained



131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023

DIGEST OF BILLS

Joint Standing Committee on Environment and Natural Resources

Date of last
Comm Final Enacted Laws | Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition Law Ch Note? |S
An Act to Establish Processing Time Limits for Permit by
Rule Applications Under the Site Location of Development Reported
ENR 9 |Laws Out|OTP-AM 4/11/23 Enacted PL 45 ©\
An Act to Amend the Laws Governing Invasive Aquatic Reported
ENR 10 |Plants Out|OTP 2/13/23 Enacted PL 5 i
An Act to Align Maine's Lead Abatement Law with Federal
Definitions and to Clarify Lead Abatement Licensing and Reported
ENR 27 |Certification Requirements Out|OTP 3/28/23 Enacted PL 28 v
OTP-
An Act to Streamline Rulemaking for Revisions to Screening Reported| AM/OTP-
ENR 28 [Levels for the Solid Waste Beneficial Use Program Out|AM 4/18/23 Enacted PL 57 v
Leave to
Withdraw
An Act to Reduce Air Emissions at Petroleum Storage Reported Pursuant to
ENR 29 |Facilities Out|LTW 5/19/23 | Joint Rule 310 ©
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Require Compliance with Natural or Agricultural Reported to Joint Rule
ENR 54 |Resource Protection Ordinances Out|ONTP 5/23/23 310 ©
Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 171:
Control of Petroleum Storage Facilities, a Major Substantive
Rule of the Department of Environmental Protection
Reported|OTP/OTP- Emergency
ENR 71 Out|AM 4/18/23 | Finally Passed | RESLV 10 ©\
An Act to Update the Responsibilities of the Clean-up and Reported
ENR 74 |Response Fund Review Board Out|OTP-AM 4/18/23 Enacted PL 61 v
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Eliminate Television Recycling Fees for Charitable Reported to Joint Rule
ENR 127 |Entities Out|ONTP 2/9/23 310 =
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131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023

DIGEST OF BILLS

Joint Standing Committee on Environment and Natural Resources

Date of last -
Comm Final Enacted Laws | Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition Law Ch Note? |S
An Act to Increase the Handling Fee for Beverage Reported Emergency
ENR 134 |Containers Reimbursed to Dealers and Redemption Centers Out|OTP-AM 4/18/23 Enacted PL 48 v
An Act Regarding the Funding of Lake Water Quality Reported
ENR 164 |Restoration and Protection Projects Out|OTP-AM 4/18/23 Enacted PL 426 ©\
Leave to
An Act to Amend and Clarify the Laws Governing Withdraw
Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances and Other Reported Pursuant to
ENR 169 |Harmful Chemicals Out|LTW 4/20/23 | Joint Rule 310 @
Leave to
An Act to Provide That All Rules Regarding Perfluoroalkyl Withdraw
and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances Are Major Substantive Reported Pursuant to
ENR 171 |Rules Out|LTW 4/20/23 | Joint Rule 310 @
Ought Not to
An Act to Require the Department of Environmental Pass Pursuant
Protection to Pay for Certain Water Tests for Perfluoroalkyl Reported to Joint Rule
ENR 188 [and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances Out|ONTP 3/15/23 310 =
An Act to Amend the Laws Governing Storm Water
Management to Provide an Exemption for Trails for Hiking Reported
ENR 216 [and Other Similar Activities Out|OTP 2/16/23 Enacted PL 8 =
An Act to Support Manufacturers Whose Products Contain Reported
ENR 217 |Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances Out|OTP-AM 5/22/23 Enacted PL 138 d
An Act Regarding Appeals of License or Permit Decisions of Reported
ENR 219 [the Commissioner of Environmental Protection Out|OTP-AM 5/22/23 Enacted PL 139 d
Ought Not to
An Act to Clarify That Animal Health Products Are Exempt Pass Pursuant
from the Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances Reported to Joint Rule
ENR 242 [Reporting Law Out|ONTP 5/15/23 310 @
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131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023

DIGEST OF BILLS

Joint Standing Committee on Environment and Natural Resources

Date of last -
Comm Final Enacted Laws | Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition law Ch Note? |S
An Act to Assist Municipalities in Preventing Damage from Reported
ENR 276 [Storm Water Out|OTP-AM 4/19/23 Enacted PL 65
An Act Regarding Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl Carry Over Carried in
ENR 277 |Substances Approved Comm 7/25/23 v
Carry Over Carried in
ENR 295 |An Act Regarding Plastic Pollution Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Establish Statewide Standards for Perfluoroalkyl Reported to Joint Rule
ENR 304 [and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances Out|ONTP 5/1/23 310 @
Carry Over Carried in
ENR 306 |An Act Related to Water Approved Comm 7/25/23 v
An Act to Amend Maine's Underground Qil Storage Tank Reported
ENR 319 |Laws Out|OTP 3/2/23 Enacted PL 16 2
Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of
Chapter 305: Natural Resources Protection Act - Permit by
Rule, a Major Substantive Rule of the Department of Reported
ENR 392 |Environmental Protection Out|OTP 3/15/23 | Finally Passed | RESLV 8 @\
Resolve, Directing the Department of Environmental
Protection to Examine Regulatory Requirements for Reported
ENR 400 |Outdoor Wood Boilers Out|OTP-AM 4/24/23 | Finally Passed | RESLV 13 v
An Act to Lower the Environmental Impact of Consumers, Accepted
Increase Food Safety and Strengthen Consumer Choice by Reported Majority
ENR 425 |Ending the Ban on Single-use Plastic Shopping Bags Out|/ONTP/OTP 3/28/23 | (ONTP) Report @
Resolve, to Evaluate Options for the Recycling of Solar Reported
ENR 466 |Panels and Wind Turbine Blades Out|OTP-AM 6/1/23 Finally Passed | RESLV 52 v
Reported
ENR 478 |An Act to Improve Coastal Sand Dune Restoration Projects Out|OTP-AM 5/1/23 Enacted PL 97 d
Resolve, Directing the Department of Environmental
Protection to Review Regulation of Waste Discharge from Reported|OTP-
ENR 508 [Finfish Aquaculture Facilities Out|AM/ONTP 5/22/23 | Finally Passed | RESLV 59 ©\
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131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023

DIGEST OF BILLS

Joint Standing Committee on Environment and Natural Resources

Date of last -
Comm Final Enacted Laws | Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition law Ch Note? |S
Accepted
Reported|ONTP/OTP/ Report A
ENR 572 |An Act to Remove the 5 Cent Fee for Bags in Retail Stores Out|OTP-AM 4/19/23 (ONTP) ©v
An Act to Exempt Certain Conservation Lots from Municipal Reported
ENR 596 [Subdivision Review Out|OTP 4/25/23 Enacted PL 79 ©\
Ought Not to
An Act to Promote Clean and Affordable Maine-sourced Pass Pursuant
Bioenergy by Amending the Law Regarding Outdoor Wood Reported to Joint Rule
ENR 627 |Boilers and Outdoor Pellet Boilers Out|ONTP 3/9/23 310 =
An Act to Facilitate the Management of Wastewater OTP-
Treatment Plant Sludge at the State-owned Juniper Ridge Reported|AM/OTP- Emergency
ENR 718 [Landfill Out|AM 6/14/23 Enacted PL 283 ©\
An Act to Provide for the Management of the Waste
Components of a Solar Energy Development upon Reported
ENR 826 |[Decommissioning Out|OTP-AM 6/1/23 Enacted PL 300 ©\
An Act to Clarify the Roles and Responsibilities of the Board
of Environmental Protection by Adjusting the
Requirements for Certain Hearings and for Certain Agencies| Carry Over Carried in
ENR 865 |by Adjusting the Requirements for Cost-Benefit Analysis Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©\
RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution
of Maine to Establish a Right to a Clean and Healthy Reported|OTP- Carried on
ENR 928 |Environment Out|AM/ONTP floor 4/11/23 ©v
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
Reported to Joint Rule
ENR 959 [An Act to Prohibit Food Waste by Grocery Stores Out|ONTP 3/28/23 310 @
Leave to
Withdraw
An Act to Eliminate the Paint Stewardship Assessment Paid Reported Pursuant to
ENR 964 [by Consumers Out|LTW 3/15/23 | Joint Rule 310 =
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DIGEST OF BILLS

Joint Standing Committee on Environment and Natural Resources

Date of last -
Comm Final Enacted Laws | Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition law Ch Note? |S
Ought Not to
Resolve, Directing the Department of Environmental Pass Pursuant
Protection to Evaluate Strategies for Improving the Reported to Joint Rule
ENR 972 |Returnable Beverage Container Laws Out|ONTP 6/6/23 310 ©w
An Act Regarding the Reduction and Recycling of Food Carry Over Carried in
ENR | 1009 [Waste Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Advance Greenhouse Gas Removal as an Reported to Joint Rule
ENR | 1058 |Economic Development Strategy in Maine Out|ONTP 5/1/23 310 @
An Act to Impose a Fee on Commercial Water Withdrawn Ought Not to
from Lakes and Ponds to Fund Conservation Efforts and Pass Pursuant
Prohibit a Fee on the Sale of Water Withdrawn from a Lake Reported to Joint Rule
ENR | 1081 |or Pond Out|ONTP 5/15/23 310 @
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
Reported to Joint Rule
ENR 1126 [Resolve, to Increase Community Action Grants Out|ONTP 4/18/23 310 ©\
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Raise Funding to Support Waste Reduction, Reported to Joint Rule
ENR | 1171 |Reuse, Recycling and Composting in Maine Out|ONTP 5/1/23 310 @
An Act to Reestablish Annual Reporting on Solid Waste in Reported|OTP-
ENR | 1172 [Maine Out|AM/ONTP 5/22/23 Enacted PL 331 «v
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Clarify the Laws to Combat Perfluoroalkyl and Reported to Joint Rule
ENR | 1214 |Polyfluoroalkyl Substances Contamination Out|ONTP 5/15/23 310 ©w
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131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023

DIGEST OF BILLS

Joint Standing Committee on Environment and Natural Resources

Date of last -
Comm Final Enacted Laws | Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition Law Ch Note? |S
An Act to Include Endangered and Threatened Species
Habitat in the Definition of "Significant Wildlife Habitat" Reported
ENR | 1246 [Under the Natural Resources Protection Act Out(OTP-AM 5/22/23 Enacted PL 156 Y
Ought Not to
An Act to Exempt Some Businesses from Certain Laws Pass Pursuant
Relating to Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances in Reported to Joint Rule
ENR | 1273 [Accordance with the Size of the Business Out|ONTP 5/15/23 310 @
Resolve, to Ensure Compliance by the State with an Accepted
Agreement Regarding the Operation of the Landfill in Old Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
ENR | 1330 |[Town Out|AM 6/14/23 | (ONTP) Report ©
An Act to Support Extraction of Common Minerals by Reported|OTP-
ENR | 1363 [Amending the Maine Metallic Mineral Mining Act Out|AM/ONTP 6/7/23 Enacted PL 398 ©\
Ought Not to
Resolve, to Establish the Commission to Examine Programs Pass Pursuant
and Policies Regarding Natural Resources and Reported to Joint Rule
ENR | 1393 |Environmental Protection Out|ONTP 5/1/23 310 @
An Act to Enhance Reporting by Certain Agencies Regarding Reported|OTP-
ENR | 1411 |Greenhouse Gas Emissions Out|AM/ONTP 5/22/23 Enacted PL 234 v
An Act Concerning Single-use Disposable Water Bottles and | Carry Over Carried in
ENR | 1418 [Water Refill Stations Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Exclude Pegmatites from the Definition of Reported to Joint Rule
ENR | 1433 ["Metallic Mineral" Out|ONTP 5/23/23 310 @
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act Regarding Transfers of Land in Resource Protection Reported to Joint Rule
ENR | 1470 |Areas Out|ONTP 5/1/23 310 @
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DIGEST OF BILLS

Joint Standing Committee on Environment and Natural Resources

Date of last -
Comm Final Enacted Laws | Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition law Ch Note? |S
An Act to Amend Provisions of the Maine Metallic Mineral Carry Over Carried in
ENR | 1471 |Mining Act Approved Comm 7/25/23
An Act to Protect Certain Unfiltered Drinking Water Reported
ENR | 1473 |Sources Out|OTP-AM 6/5/23 Enacted PL 264 v
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Amend the Definition of "Metallic Mineral" in the Reported to Joint Rule
ENR | 1476 |Maine Metallic Mineral Mining Act Out|ONTP 5/23/23 310 ©
Leave to
Withdraw
An Act to Impose a Moratorium on Open-pit Rock Quarry Reported Pursuant to
ENR | 1482 |Excavation Out|LTW 5/19/23 | Joint Rule 310 ©
Resolve, Establishing the Commission to Study the Role of Reported Died On
ENR | 1495 |Critical Minerals as a Resource in the State Out|OTP-AM 6/6/23 Adjournment ©v
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Ensure a Strategic Approach to Maine's Energy Reported to Joint Rule
ENR | 1508 |Transition by Imposing a Moratorium on Lithium Mining Out|ONTP 5/23/23 310 @
An Act to Amend the Laws Relating to the Prevention of
Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances Pollution and| Carry Over Carried in
ENR | 1537 |to Provide Additional Funding Approved Comm 7/27/23 ©v
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Eliminate Metallic Mineral Mining Activities Reported to Joint Rule
ENR | 1564 |Without a Permit Out|ONTP 5/23/23 310 @
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Create the Storm Water Infrastructure Repair and Reported to Joint Rule
ENR | 1570 [Replacement Fund Out|ONTP 5/17/23 310 @
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131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023

DIGEST OF BILLS

Joint Standing Committee on Environment and Natural Resources

Date of last -
Comm Final Enacted Laws | Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition law Ch Note? |S
OTP- Carried On
Reported| AM/OTP- Approps
ENR | 1621 |An Act Regarding Environmental Justice Out|AM Table 6/2/23 v
Reported Died On
ENR | 1641 [Resolve, to Further Study the Role of Water as a Resource Out|(OTP-AM 5/22/23 | Adjournment ©v
Reported|OTP- Died Between
ENR | 1645 |An Act to Reduce Plastic Packaging Waste Out|AM/ONTP 6/6/23 Houses ©
Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of
Chapter 119: Motor Vehicle Fuel Volatility Requirements, a
Late-filed Major Substantive Rule of the Department of Reported Emergency
ENR | 1652 [Environmental Protection Out|OTP/ONTP 5/18/23 | Finally Passed | RESLV 25 ©\
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Verify the Reduction of Global Greenhouse Gas Reported to Joint Rule
ENR | 1658 |Emissions for Certain Electric Transmission Line Projects Out|ONTP 5/15/23 310 ©v
An Act to Provide That Advanced Recycling Facilities Are
Subject to Solid Waste Regulation and That Advanced Carry Over Carried in
ENR | 1660 |Recycling Does Not Constitute Recycling Approved Comm 7/25/23 ©v
An Act to Prevent the Automatic Transfer of Permits and
Contracts in a Sale of Assets of a Water Export Company Ought Not to
Without Review and to Amend the Membership of the Pass Pursuant
Water Resources Planning Committee and the Maine Public Reported to Joint Rule
ENR | 1723 |Drinking Water Commission Out|ONTP 5/17/23 310 ©
An Act to Reduce Mercury in the Environment by Phasing Reported|OTP-
ENR | 1814 [Out Certain Fluorescent Light Bulbs Out|AM/ONTP 6/14/23 Enacted PL 384 ©\
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Study a Permitting Process for and Establish a Reported to Joint Rule
ENR | 1839 |Moratorium on Certain Tall Structures Out|ONTP 5/23/23 310 @
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DIGEST OF BILLS
131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023

Joint Standing Committee on Environment and Natural Resources

Date of last -
Comm Final Enacted Laws | Analyst g
Comm | LD Title Comm Action Carried over?| Action Disposition Law Ch Note? |S
Accepted
Reported|ONTP/OTP- Majority
ENR | 1845 |An Act to Regulate Outdoor Lighting Out|AM 6/20/23 | (ONTP) Report @
An Act to Modify the Visual Impact Standards for Offshore
Wind Port Development and Establish Labor Standards for Reported|OTP-
ENR | 1847 |Wind Power Projects Out|AM/ONTP 6/6/23 |Veto Sustained @
Carry Over Carried in
ENR | 1908 |An Act to Enact the Safe Cosmetics Act Approved Comm 7/25/23 «v
An Act to Modernize Maine's Beverage Container Reported
ENR | 1909 [Redemption Law Out|OTP-AM 6/21/23 Enacted PL 482 ©\
Ought Not to
Pass Pursuant
An Act to Amend the Returnable Beverage Container Reported to Joint Rule
ENR | 1910 [Program Out|ONTP 6/6/23 310 @
An Act to Impose a Moratorium on New Point Source Reported|OTP-
ENR | 1926 [Waste Discharge Licenses on the Lower Presumpscot River Out|AM/ONTP 6/7/23 Enacted PL 295 ©\
An Act to Support Farming in Maine by Extending the
Deadline for Manufacturers of Products Containing
Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances to Report on Carry Over Carried in
ENR | 1960 |Those Products Approved Comm 7/25/23 «v

131ST LEGISLATURE FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS — 2023

DIGEST OF BILLS

Page 9 of 9




JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES

LD 9 An Act to Establish Processing Time Limits for Permit by Rule Applications Under
the Site Location of Development Laws

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 45 exempts permit by rule applications under the site location of
development laws from the 20-day processing requirement under current law and instead requires
the Commissioner of Environmental Protection to decide whether such an application meets
applicable permit by rule requirements within 90 calendar days of notifying the applicant that the
application has been accepted unless the commissioner establishes a different time period for the
decision pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 344-B.

LD 10 An Act to Amend the Laws Governing Invasive Aquatic Plants
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 5 includes in the definition for certain conservation and environmental
protection laws of "invasive aquatic plant" all Myriophyllum species that are nonindigenous to the
State, as well as all Trapa species, all Cabomba species and the plants water soldier, giant salvinia,
swollen bladderwort and starry stonewort. Sales of invasive aquatic plants are prohibited in the
State under current law. Public Law 2023, chapter 5 also prohibits the sale in the State of any
plant of the genus Myriophyllum that is indigenous to the State.

LD 27 An Act to Align Maine's Lead Abatement Law with Federal Definitions and to Clarify
Lead Abatement Licensing and Certification Requirements

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 28 changes the definition of "residential dwelling" in the laws governing
lead abatement. It also removes the exemption that provides that a person 18 years of age or older
who owns and personally occupies a dwelling unit in which a resident child has been identified as
lead-poisoned need not obtain licensing and certification to perform abatement activities within
that dwelling unit, as long as the person completes any training required by the Department of
Health and Human Services.

LD 28 An Act to Streamline Rulemaking for Revisions to Screening Levels for the Solid
Waste Beneficial Use Program

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 57 provides that the Board of Environmental Protection may adopt or
amend rules relating to the beneficial use of solid waste. Those rules are designated major
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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES

substantive rules except for certain rules adopting or amending screening levels for beneficial use,
which are designated routine technical rules.

LD 71 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 171: Control of Petroleum Storage
Facilities, a Major Substantive Rule of the Department of Environmental Protection

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2023, chapter 10 authorizes the Department of Environmental Protection to finally adopt
Chapter 171: Control of Petroleum Storage Facilities, a provisionally adopted major substantive
rule of the department that was submitted to the Legislature for review pursuant to the Maine
Revised Statutes, Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

Resolve 2023, chapter 10 was finally passed as an emergency measure effective May 8, 2023.

LD 74 An Act to Update the Responsibilities of the Clean-up and Response Fund Review
Board

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 61 shifts responsibility for appeals of certain insurance claims-related
decisions from the Clean-up and Response Fund Review Board to the Board of Environmental
Protection. It also provides procedures for vacancies on the board, sets term limits for board
members, reduces the number of required meetings and directs the board to choose a chair every
2 years.

LD 134 An Act to Increase the Handling Fee for Beverage Containers Reimbursed to Dealers
and Redemption Centers

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 48 amends the beverage container redemption laws to increase the
amount of the reimbursement of beverage container handling costs paid by an initiator of deposit
to a dealer or redemption center from 4 1/2¢ per container to 5 1/2¢ per container beginning May
1, 2023 and to 6¢ per container beginning September 1, 2023.

Public Law 2023, chapter 48 was enacted as an emergency measure effective May 5, 2023.
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LD 164 An Act Regarding the Funding of Lake Water Quality Restoration and Protection
Projects

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 426 incorporates a number of changes and clarifications to the Lake
Restoration and Protection Fund under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 480-N,
including changing the name of the fund to the Lake Water Quality Restoration and Protection
Fund, clarifying the types of projects that are eligible for 100% payment of eligible costs under
the fund, clarifying the scope of fund expenditures not related to those projects and providing that
the fund may receive money from any source, public or private. It also provides one-time funding
of $200,000 in fiscal year 2024-25 for projects that meet specific criteria and improve or maintain
the quality of lake waters in the State.

LD 216 An Act to Amend the Laws Governing Storm Water Management to Provide an
Exemption for Trails for Hiking and Other Similar Activities

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 8 exempts from the storm water control requirements under the pollution
control laws subject to the jurisdiction of the Board of Environmental Protection trails intended,
constructed and managed for use by persons walking, snowshoeing, skiing or hiking.

LD 217 An Act to Support Manufacturers Whose Products Contain Perfluoroalkyl and
Polyfluoroalkyl Substances

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 138 extends the January 1, 2023 deadline for reporting the use of
perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances, or PFAS, in products for sale to January 1, 2025
and authorizes reporting the amount of total organic fluorine if the amount of each PFAS
compound is not known and allows the amount of PFAS to be reported based on information
provided by a supplier rather than testing. It clarifies the packaging exemption under the law
regulating PFAS in products, exempts from PFAS reporting requirements manufacturers that
employ 25 or fewer people, clarifies that the requirements and prohibitions of the law do not apply
to used products or used product components and makes other technical clarifications to PFAS
reporting requirements under the law. These changes to the law regulating PFAS in products are
made retroactive to January 1, 2023.
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LD 219 An Act Regarding Appeals of License or Permit Decisions of the Commissioner of
Environmental Protection

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2023, chapter 139 provides for the following changes to the laws governing orders and
decisions of the Commissioner of Environmental Protection and the Board of Environmental
Protection and appeals of those orders and decisions.

1. Current law provides that the commissioner may revoke or suspend a license if the
commissioner finds that certain specified statutory criteria have been met. The board is
similarly authorized by law to modify a license or order necessary corrective action if the board
finds that the same statutory criteria have been met. Public Law 2023, chapter 139 provides
that such a revocation or suspension of a license by the commissioner or such a modification
of a license or ordering of corrective action by the board may occur at any time, including
during the pendency of a judicial appeal of a final decision regarding the license. It also
provides that the commissioner may act on an application for a license or permit renewal,
amendment, revision, condition compliance, surrender or transfer at any time, including during
the pendency of a judicial appeal of a final decision regarding t