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Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology

LD 55 An Act To Provide Funding for the Restoration of China Lake ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
THERIAULT T ONTP
CYRWAY S

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208.

This bill proposes to charge a fee to customers of the Kennebec Water District to be used to restore the water quality
of China Lake. Under the bill, the fee would be charged on the use of water on a per gallon basis and would be for a
limited number of years.

LD 58 An Act To Limit Radio Frequency Interference from Certain Grow ONTP
Light Ballasts
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
KINNEY J ONTP
DIAMOND B

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208.

This bill proposes to limit the use of any grow light ballast that does not comply with Federal Communications
Commission rules and interferes with short-wave radio transmissions.

LD 90 An Act To Amend the Charter of the Rumford Water District Died Between
Houses
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
KEIM L OTP-AM S-54
MADIGAN J ONTP

This bill requires that all proposed commercial contracts of the Rumford Water District for water extraction or water
resale be subject to a vote by the voters of the district. For the vote to be valid, the total number of votes cast must
be at least 60% of the number of votes cast for Governor by the voters of the district at the last gubernatorial
election.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-54)

This amendment is the majority report of the committee, and it strikes and replaces the bill. The amendment also
removes the emergency status from the bill. It allows the trustees of the Rumford Water District to submit to the
legal voters of the district the question of whether the charter for the district should be amended to require that the
legal voters of the district elect trustees, instead of having trustees appointed by the municipal officers as the charter
currently requires. This amendment specifies that if a referendum is called, it must be called, advertised and
conducted according to the law relating to municipal elections. If the referendum is called and a majority of the
legal voters vote to change the charter to allow for the election of district trustees, the amendment contains
transition language that allows the currently serving appointed trustees to finish out their terms, and any unplanned
vacancy is filled through the election process established in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 6410,
subsection 1.
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Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-226)

This amendment allows the municipal officers of the Town of Rumford, instead of the board of trustees of the
Rumford Water District, as in the committee amendment, to submit to the legal voters of the district the question of
whether the charter for the district should be amended to require that the legal voters of the district elect trustees,
instead of having trustees appointed by the municipal officers as the charter currently requires.

This amendment was not adopted.

LD 104 An Act To Change the Time and Location of the Annual Meeting of the P&S1
Board of Trustees of the Kittery Water District

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
RYKERSON D OTP
HILL D

This bill changes the annual meeting of the Kittery Water District to a time to be determined by the board of trustees
and changes the meeting location from the selectmen's office to the office of the water district.

Enacted Law Summary
Private and Special Law 2017, chapter 1 changes the annual meeting of the Kittery Water District to a time to be

determined by the board of trustees and changes the meeting location from the selectmen's office to the office of the
water district.

LD 131 An Act To Protect the Biomass Industry CARRIED OVER
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
SAVIELLO T
DUCHESNE R

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208.
This bill proposes to amend the laws governing biomass facilities in order to help the biomass industry succeed.

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the 128th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1138.

LD 140 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Support CARRIED OVER
Entrepreneurial Activity, Attract Business and Enhance Demographic
In-migration by Investing in High-speed Broadband Infrastructure and
To Amend the Law Governing the Municipal Gigabit Broadband
Network Access Fund

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
HIGGINS N
BELLOWS S

This bill, in Part A, authorizes a General Fund bond issue, in the amount of $10,000,000, to be allocated to the
Municipal Gigabit Broadband Network Access Fund and distributed by the ConnectME Authority through
implementation grants in order to expand high-speed broadband Internet infrastructure in unserved and underserved
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arcas.

Part B of the bill limits the use of the funds under Part A to implementation grants awarded from the Municipal
Gigabit Broadband Network Access Fund and requires the grants to be expended on open-access nondiscriminatory
broadband infrastructure in unserved or underserved areas.

Part C of the bill amends the laws establishing the Municipal Gigabit Broadband Network Access Fund to require
planning grant applicants to plan for postconstruction operation and maintenance. Part C clarifies that a
municipality may be eligible for ConnectME Authority implementation grant funds without relying on planning
grant funds from the authority if the municipality meets certain statutory planning requirements. Part C also
clarifies that municipally financed planning expenditures may be deducted from the 25% cash match requirement of
the implementation grant. The changes made in Part C are contingent on the ratification of the bond issue in Part A
by the voters of the State.

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the 128th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1138.

LD 229 An Act To Prohibit an Electric Utility from Charging a Customer for Died Between
Using an Electromechanical Meter Houses
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MIRAMANT D ONTP
SIROCKI H OTP-AM

This bill prohibits a transmission and distribution utility from charging a customer a fee, monthly charge or higher
rate for declining the installation of a wireless smart meter or for the removal of a wireless smart meter. A
transmission and distribution utility is prohibited from including any costs associated with a customer's choosing an
electromechanical meter in rates charged to that customer.

With approval by the Public Utilities Commission, an investor-owned transmission and distribution utility may
decrease the number of times an electromechanical meter is read for a customer that declines the installation of a
wireless smart meter but may not read the meter less frequently than once every 12 months and may establish a rate
collection method that is based upon the average electricity consumption of the customer. If a transmission and
distribution utility prefers a more frequent electromechanical meter reading, the utility may establish a method for a
customer to provide the utility with a more frequent electromechanical meter reading, as long as the method does
not impose a cost on the customer.

This bill requires the utility to establish a process by which the utility provides a refund to a customer if a billing
based on average usage results in an overpayment by a customer and an appropriate rebilling of a customer if such a
billing results in an underpayment by the customer.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-176)

This amendment is the minority report of the committee and replaces the bill. It requires the Public Utilities
Commission to quantify the costs and benefits of advanced metering infrastructure from the initial purchase and
deployment to the effective date of the resolve. It requires the commission to identify barriers to achieving benefits
of advanced metering infrastructure and to propose solutions to realize benefits such as reducing costs and
advancing state policy. It also requires the commission to consider providing a discount to customers that use
advanced metering infrastructure instead of an electromechanical meter, rather than charging a fee to those
customers that decline the installation of advanced metering infrastructure. The commission is directed to submit a
report, including recommendations, to the Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology by
January 30, 2018.
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This amendment was not adopted.

LD 240 An Act To Increase Transparency in Maine's Electricity Market ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
HAMPER J ONTP
WADSWORTH N

This bill prohibits a competitive electricity provider from continuing generation service to a consumer beyond 12
months without annual express consent from the consumer.

LD 255 An Act To Implement Electric Grid Reliability Recommendations ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
CHAPMAN R ONTP

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208.

This bill proposes directing the Public Utilities Commission to pursue the four recommendations made by
Emprimus LLC of Minneapolis, MN in Emprimus LLC's report to the Public Utilities Commission filed January 6,
2015, Docket Number 2013-00145, regarding the effect of geomagnetic disturbances and electromagnetic pulses on
the State's electric grid. These recommendations include:

1. Pursuing neutral blocking in the 18 transformers of the State's electric grid with the highest geo-electric-induced
currents;

2. Installing electromagnetic pulse and intentional electromagnetic interference detectors at key substations on the
State's electric grid;

3. Installing electromagnetic pulse and intentional electromagnetic interference protective cabinets at key
substations on the State's electric grid; and

4. Monitoring the costs and benefits derived from protection of the State's electric system from harmful effects of
geomagnetic disturbances and support the cost recovery of supplemental reliability improvements to Central Maine
Power's Maine Power Reliability Program.

LD 256 An Act To Ensure Continued Availability of High-speed Broadband PUBLIC 244
Internet at Maine's Schools and Libraries

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
GROHMAN M OTP-AM H-189
MAKER ] OTP-AM

This bill changes the limit on the amount of the fee on prepaid wireless telecommunications service collected by the
Public Utilities Commission from a percentage to a flat amount. This bill also requires the Public Utilities
Commission to convene a stakeholder group to evaluate and provide recommendations regarding the method of
collection of funds to support telecommunications access at libraries and public schools. The commission is
required to report to the Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology by January 30, 2018, and
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the committee is authorized to submit a bill based on the report.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-189)

This amendment is the majority report of the committee, and it replaces the bill. It caps the prepaid wireless
telecommunications service fee that is contributed to the telecommunications education access fund at 21¢ per retail
transaction and caps the fee levied on voice network service providers other than prepaid wireless
telecommunications service providers to no more than 21¢ per month per line or number, assessed as a monthly
surcharge. The amendment requires the Department of Education and the Maine State Library to jointly submit a
report by January 15, 2018, to the Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology that includes
detailed information on how the telecommunications education access fund is used. Lastly, this amendment
specifies that, notwithstanding the current prohibition under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section
7104-B, subsection 2-A on the Public Utilities Commission's adjusting the prepaid wireless telecommunications
service fee more than once every 24 months, the commission is required to adjust the prepaid wireless
telecommunications service fee to conform to the change made by this amendment.

Committee Amendment "B" (H-190)

This amendment is the minority report of the committee, and it replaces the bill. It provides a one-time
appropriation to the Maine State Library to support the Maine School and Library Network, a service of
Networkmaine within the University of Maine System. It also directs the Maine State Library to convene a
stakeholder group to look at alternatives to funding the Maine School and Library Network that do not involve
surcharges or fees. This amendment requires the stakeholder group to submit a report of its findings to the Joint
Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology by January 15, 2018.

This amendment was not adopted.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2017, chapter 244 caps the prepaid wireless telecommunications service fee that is contributed to the
telecommunications education access fund at 21¢ per retail transaction and caps the fee levied on voice network
service providers other than prepaid wireless telecommunications service providers to no more than 21¢ per month
per line or number, assessed as a monthly surcharge. This law requires the Department of Education and the Maine
State Library to jointly submit a report by January 15, 2018, to the Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities
and Technology that includes detailed information on how the telecommunications education access fund is used.
Lastly, this law specifies that, notwithstanding the current prohibition under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A,
section 7104-B, subsection 2-A on the Public Utilities Commission's adjusting the prepaid wireless
telecommunications service fee more than once every 24 months, the commission is required to adjust the prepaid
wireless telecommunications service fee to conform to the change made by this law.

LD 257 An Act To Enable Municipalities Working with Utilities To Establish CARRIED OVER
Microgrids

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted

DEVIN M
MIRAMANT D

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208.

This bill proposes to establish measures to allow municipalities, working cooperatively with electrical utilities, to
create microgrids, which are electricity distribution systems consisting of distributed energy sources, including
demand management, storage and generation and loads capable of operating in parallel with, or independently from,
the main power grid. This bill would address the following requirements:
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1. The generation of electricity from renewable sources into the microgrid;

2. Methods for adding capacity for storage and managing or enabling a utility to manage the charging of the
microgrid and the use of the stored power;

3. An appropriate rate for power generation and stored power usage;

4. A credit applicable toward municipal electricity utilization or assignable to organizations or households
according to municipal public service decisions; and

5. Contracts with utilities to receive compensation for scheduling or shedding of electrical load in order to lower
peak demand and consequently ratepayer prices.

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the 128th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1138.

LD 258 An Act To Amend the Charter of the Southwest Harbor Water and P&S4
Sewer District

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
KUMIEGA W OTP-AM H-15
LANGLEY B

This bill increases from three to five the number of trustees of the Southwest Harbor Water and Sewer District.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-15)

This amendment requires the board of selectmen for the Town of Southwest Harbor to stagger the terms of the two
new appointed trustees to the board of trustees for the Southwest Harbor Water and Sewer District. It requires one
trustee to serve for a term of one year and one trustee to serve for a term of two years.

Enacted Law Summary

Private and Special Law 2017, chapter 4 increases from three to five the number of trustees of the Southwest Harbor
Water and Sewer District and requires the board of selectmen for the Town of Southwest Harbor to stagger the terms
of the two new appointed trustees by having one trustees serve for a term of one year and one trustee to serve for a
term of two years.

LD 259 An Act To Limit Rates Charged by Competitive Electricity Providers ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
HIGGINS N ONTP
LIBBY N

This bill prohibits a competitive electricity provider from charging a residential consumer a rate for generation
service that is higher than the rate charged for standard-offer service.
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LD 260 An Act To Create the Maine Energy Office CARRIED OVER
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
FREDETTE K
This bill:

1. Renames the Governor's Energy Office the Maine Energy Office. It repeals the language in the Maine Revised
Statutes, Title 2 that establishes the office and establishes it instead in Title 35-A, expands the headnote for Title
35-A and places the office under the control and supervision of a commissioner, rather than a director;

2. Establishes in the Maine Energy Office a position of deputy commissioner, to be appointed by the Governor,
subject to confirmation by the Senate; and

3. Specifies that an amount equal to $300,000 from the Efficiency Maine Trust must be transferred annually to the
Maine Energy Office.

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the 128th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1138.

LD 344 An Act To Provide Opportunity for Energy Cost Reduction for Maine PUBLIC 22
Businesses and Citizens

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
DION M OTP-AM S-16

This bill extends the expiration date for the execution of an energy cost reduction contract from December 31, 2018,
to December 31, 2020.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-16)

This amendment incorporates a fiscal note.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2017, chapter 22 extends the expiration date for the execution of an energy cost reduction contract from
December 31, 2018 to December 31, 2020.

LD 405 An Act To Make Changes to the So-called Dig Safe Law ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
WOODSOME D ONTP
BERRY S

This bill specifies that liquefied propane gas distribution systems that have a cumulative tank capacity of over 2,000
gallons are subject to the so-called Dig Safe Law.
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LD 406 An Act To Amend the Law Regarding Joint Use of Certain Utility and PUBLIC 199
Telecommunications Infrastructure

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
WOODSOME D OTP-AM S-177
BERRY S

This bill makes the following changes to the laws governing joint use of equipment regulated by the Public Utilities
Commission.

1. It changes the conditions under which the commission may order joint use of equipment by eliminating the
requirement that a hearing be held upon the commission's motion or that a complaint be filed by an affected entity
before the commission may order joint use of equipment. It also eliminates the requirement that the commission
find that the parties have failed to agree on the terms and conditions or compensation for the joint use of equipment
before the commission may enter an order.

2. It adds unlit fiber providers, telecommunications service providers and information service providers to the list
of entities that may be subject to an order for joint use of equipment.

3. It expands the types of subscribers whose interests must be taken into account by the commission when taking
actions or issuing orders related to joint use of equipment.

4. It requires the commission to adopt rules governing joint use of equipment.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-177)

This amendment replaces the bill. Like the bill, it adds unlit fiber providers, telecommunications service providers
and information service providers to the list of entities that may be subject to an order for joint use of equipment. It
defines the term "joint use entity" and requires that the interests of customers of a joint use entity be considered in
any order or actions taken by the Public Utilities Commission. It requires that a joint use entity seeking access to
the poles, ducts, conduits or rights-of-way owned or controlled by another joint use entity have the technical and
financial capabilities to fulfill its obligations related to such joint use and that the Public Utilities Commission
develop a process to ensure this through its rules. It requires that rules adopted by the Public Utilities Commission
promote competition, further the state broadband policy and ensure safe, nondiscriminatory access on just and
reasonable terms. It requires that the Public Utilities Commission amend its rules by January 15, 2018, to address
the terms and conditions of joint use. It provides that the jurisdiction of the Public Utilities Commission over joint
use entities not otherwise under its jurisdiction is only for limited purposes, and it makes changes to the Maine
Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, sections 2301 and 2501 for consistency with those provisions.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2017, chapter 199 adds unlit fiber providers, telecommunications service providers and information
service providers to the list of entities that may be subject to an order for joint use of equipment. It defines the term
"joint use entity" and requires that the interests of customers of a joint use entity be considered in any order or
actions taken by the Public Utilities Commission. It requires that a joint use entity seeking access to the poles,
ducts, conduits or rights-of-way owned or controlled by another joint use entity have the technical and financial
capabilities to fulfill its obligations related to such joint use and that the Public Utilities Commission develop a
process to ensure this through its rules. It requires that rules adopted by the Public Utilities Commission promote
competition, further the state broadband policy and ensure safe, nondiscriminatory access on just and reasonable
terms. It requires that the Public Utilities Commission amend its rules by January 15, 2018, to address the terms
and conditions of joint use. It provides that the jurisdiction of the Public Utilities Commission over joint use
entities not otherwise under its jurisdiction is only for limited purposes, and it makes changes to the Maine Revised
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Statutes, Title 35-A, sections 2301 and 2501 for consistency with those provisions.
LD 421 An Act To Promote Economic Development and Critical ONTP

Communications for Rural Family Farms, Businesses and Residences by
Strategic Public Investment in High-speed Internet

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MCCREA D ONTP
DOW D

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208.

This bill proposes to increase funding to the ConnectME Authority from $1,000,000 to $5,000,000 to expand
universal broadband and high-speed Internet into rural areas identified as the 6% of the State unserved by
high-speed Internet. This bill proposes to make expanding high-speed Internet into unserved rural areas a key
emphasis in the economic development of the state and to multiply the return to the State by directing the
ConnectME Authority to use the increased funding to increase the rate of strategic broadband investment and
leverage additional federal funding to provide middle-mile and last-mile infrastructure in the unserved areas and to
correct broadband deficiencies identified in the ConnectME Authority's baseline update of 2013.

LD 422 An Act To Create the Water Resources Planning Committee Veto Sustained
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
SYLVESTER M OTP-AM H-94
CARSON B ONTP

This bill imposes a two-year moratorium, beginning November 1, 2017, on new contracts or agreements by a
consumer-owned water utility, municipality, state agency or other governmental entity involving the extraction of
more than 75,000 gallons of groundwater during any week or more than 50,000 gallons of groundwater on any day.
The bill also directs the Commissioner of Environmental Protection to convene a working group to develop the
statutory and regulatory framework for the establishment of the Maine Water Trust, which must be designed to
ensure a safe and plentiful drinking water supply to all residents of the State by regulating the use of groundwater
for commercial purposes under laws that establish the absolute control and dominion of the State over all
groundwater supplies in the State. The commissioner must, on or before January 15, 2019, report the
recommendations of the working group to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over
environment and natural resources matters, which may report out a bill to implement those recommendations to the
First Regular Session of the 129th Legislature.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-94)

This amendment is the majority report of the committee and it replaces the bill and changes the title. The
amendment requires the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to convene the Water Resources
Planning Committee. The amendment describes requirements related to committee membership, meetings and
reporting. It details three phases on which the committee is required to focus effort. It also requires the committee
to conduct an annual review of state policy in regard to water resources, provide guidance to municipalities and
develop and disseminate educational materials on water resources and the regulatory regime.
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LD 423 An Act To Extend Internet Availability in Rural Maine CARRIED OVER
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
ALLEY R OTP-AM H-17
MAKER J ONTP H-19 BERRY S

This bill provides one-time funding to extend for two years a program that provides mobile wireless hot spot
devices to libraries in Washington County.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-17)

This amendment is the majority report of the committee. It incorporates a fiscal note.

House Amendment "A" (H-19)

This amendment removes the emergency preamble and emergency clause and provides the funding in fiscal year
2017-18.

This bill was reported out of committee and then carried over to the next special or regular session of the 128th
Legislature on the Special Appropriations Table by joint order, S.P. 601.

LD 461 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 220: Removal of RESOLVE 4
Provider of Last Resort Service Obligation, a Major Substantive Rule of EMERGENCY
the Public Utilities Commission

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted

OTP

This resolve provides for legislative review of Chapter 220: Removal of Provider of Last Resort Service
Obligation, a major substantive rule of the Public Utilities Commission.

Enacted Law Summary

Resolve 2017, chapter 4 authorizes final adoption of Chapter 220: Removal of Provider of Last Resort Service
Obligation, a major substantive rule of the Public Utilities Commission.

Resolve 2017, chapter 4 was finally passed as an emergency measure effective April 11, 2017.

LD 474 An Act To Allow a Public Safety Answering Point To Be Reimbursed for ONTP
Training Costs

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
DILLINGHAM K ONTP
HAMPER J

This bill provides for the reimbursement, in full or in part, of a public safety answering point's training costs for a
dispatcher who finds employment at another public safety answering point within five years of completion of
training by the Emergency Services Communication Bureau within the Public Utilities Commission.

10
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LD 529 An Act To Ensure Resiliency of the Maine Electrical Grid Veto Sustained
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
RYKERSON D OTP-AM H-45
MIRAMANT D ONTP

This bill gives the Public Utilities Commission the authority to require transmission and distribution utilities to take
necessary actions to ensure that their systems are protected from or able to negate effects of geomagnetic
disturbances and electromagnetic pulses. This bill provides that any costs incurred by a transmission and
distribution utility as a result of a directive by the commission are just and reasonable for rate-making purposes;
however, the costs of a failure of a transmission and distribution system resulting from geomagnetic disturbances or
electromagnetic pulses are the responsibility of the transmission and distribution utility.

The bill also directs the Public Utilities Commission, by July 1, 2018, to direct transmission and distribution utilities
to undertake mitigation measures, including but not limited to the installation of additional geomagnetically induced
current monitoring sites, neutral current blocking devices and supervisory control and data acquisition system
protectors and the holding of sufficient spare transformers on site to more quickly replace damaged transformers.
Identified measures were included in the Public Utilities Commission report dated January 20, 2014, entitled,
"Report to the Legislature Pursuant to Resolves 2013, Chapter 45, Regarding Geomagnetic Disturbances (GMD)
and Electromagnetic Pulse (EMP)."

Committee Amendment "A" (H-45)

This amendment is the majority report of the committee and it strikes and replaces the bill. It requires an
investor-owned transmission and distribution utility to report to the Public Utilities Commission annually on its
activities regarding protection from geomagnetic disturbances and electromagnetic pulse. It also requires an
investor-owned transmission and distribution utility to include in its report neutral direct current monitoring
information from autotransformers where monitoring equipment is installed, collected by the investor-owned
transmission and distribution utility. This amendment requires that the commission compile the information it
receives and submit it as part of its annual report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having
jurisdiction over utilities and energy matters.

LD 532 An Act To Remove the 100-megawatt Limit on Hydroelectric Generators CARRIED OVER
under the Renewable Resources Laws

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
O'CONNOR B

This bill removes the 100-megawatt maximum capacity limit for a hydroelectric generator that meets all state and
federal fish passage requirements applicable to generators to qualify as a renewable capacity resource and for a
hydroelectric generator to qualify as a renewable resource for the purpose of meeting the State's renewable resource
portfolio requirement.

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the 128th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1138.

11
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LD 686 An Act To Remove Restrictions on the Membership of Regional Water PUBLIC 58
Councils
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
POULIOT M OTP-AM H-75
BELLOWS S

This bill amends the laws regarding the authorization of regional water councils to remove the provision restricting
membership to water utilities.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-75)

This amendment strikes and replaces the bill. It defines "water-related entity" as a water utility or a municipal or
quasi-municipal entity owning, controlling, operating or managing sewer, sanitary or storm water works. It allows
for a water-related entity to be a member of a regional water council and requires that one of the members of a
regional water council be a water utility. It requires that a regional water council provide a statement of its financial
activities to the member water-related entities and requires that the statement must also be filed with the Public
Utilities Commission and the drinking water program of the Department of Health and Human Services.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2017, chapter 58 allows a water-related entity to be a member of a regional water council and requires
that one of the members of a regional water council be a water utility. It requires that a regional water council
provide a statement of its financial activities to the member water-related entities and requires that the statement
must also be filed with the Public Utilities Commission and the drinking water program of the Department of Health
and Human Services.

LD 754 An Act To Repeal or Clean Up Outdated Telecommunications Statutes PUBLIC 73
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BERRY S OTP-AM H-95
WOODSOME D

This bill updates the law regarding interstate and intrastate telecommunications access rates. The bill also repeals
obsolete provisions of law requiring persons providing intrastate interexchange service to reduce their intrastate
long-distance rates in the absence of effective competition, prohibiting mandatory local measured telephone service,
prohibiting the Public Utilities Commission from requiring a local exchange carrier to consider competitive bids on
the construction of an interexchange facility, prohibiting a telephone utility offering intrastate toll service from
increasing prices without filing a tariff revision with the commission and providing subscribers written notice and
prohibiting a provider of prepaid calling service from increasing rates on already purchased service and requiring
notice to prepaid calling service consumers about differences between in-state and interstate service rates.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-95)

This amendment retains the provisions of the bill and does the following.

1. It specifies that the valuation of property for fixing rates does not apply to price cap incumbent local exchange
carriers, as those rates are set in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A;

2. It changes language in the bill as it relates to access rates;

3. It repeals the provision of law related to customer premise wire; and

12
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4. Tt limits a requirement in current law for provider of last resort service providers to offer telephone directories in
an electronic format or as a printout of an electronic database to apply only to those provider of last resort service
providers that discontinue publishing a hard-copy directory.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2017, chapter 73 does the following.
1. It updates the law regarding interstate and intrastate telecommunications access rates;

2. It repeals obsolete provisions of law requiring persons providing intrastate interexchange service to reduce their
intrastate long-distance rates in the absence of effective competition, prohibiting mandatory local measured
telephone service, prohibiting the Public Utilities Commission from requiring a local exchange carrier to consider
competitive bids on the construction of an interexchange facility, prohibiting a telephone utility offering intrastate
toll service from increasing prices without filing a tariff revision with the commission and providing subscribers
written notice, prohibiting a provider of prepaid calling service from increasing rates on already purchased service
and requiring notice to prepaid calling service consumers about differences between in-state and interstate service
rates, and relating to customerpremise wire;

3. It specifies that the valuation of property for fixing rates does not apply to price cap incumbent local exchange
carriers, as those rates are set in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A; and

4. It limits a requirement in current law for provider of last resort service providers to offer telephone directories in
an electronic format or as a printout of an electronic database to apply only to those provider of last resort service
providers that discontinue publishing a hard-copy directory.
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This bill changes the timing of the nontransmission alternatives investigation required for proposed transmission
line projects. The bill requires the investigation to be done during the course of the proceeding to consider the
petition for approval of a proposed transmission line instead of being done prior to filing that petition.

Committee