
Sealing of Juvenile Records [§ 3308-C (10)] 

Section A & B – this was unchanged by LD 1676 

A. A person adjudicated as having committed a juvenile crime that, if the juvenile were an 
adult, would constitute murder or a Class A, B or C crime or operating under the influence 
as defined in Title 29-A, section 2411 may petition the Juvenile Court to seal from public 
inspection all juvenile case records pertaining to the juvenile crime and its disposition and 
any prior juvenile case records and their dispositions if: 

(1) At least 3 years have passed since the person's discharge from the disposition 
ordered for that juvenile crime; 
(2) Since the date of disposition, the person has not been adjudicated as having 
committed a juvenile crime and has not been convicted of committing a crime; and 
(3) There are no current adjudicatory proceedings pending for a juvenile or other crime. 
 

B. The Juvenile Court may grant the petition filed under paragraph A if the court finds that the 
requirements of paragraph A are satisfied, unless the court finds that the general public's 
right to information substantially outweighs the juvenile's interest in privacy. The juvenile has 
a right to appeal the court's denial of the juvenile's petition to seal as provided in chapter 
509. 
 

Section C – new section allowing for automatic sealing  

C. At the time a person adjudicated to have committed a juvenile crime other than a crime listed 
in paragraph A is finally discharged from the disposition imposed for that juvenile crime, the 
court, upon receipt of appropriate notice of the discharge, shall within 5 business days enter an 
order sealing from public inspection all records pertaining to the juvenile crime and its 
disposition. Appropriate notice that the juvenile is discharged from the disposition: 

(1) Must be provided to the court by the Department of Corrections if the juvenile's 
disposition involved either commitment to the custody of a Department of Corrections 
juvenile correctional facility, a period of confinement not to exceed 30 days or any 
suspended disposition with a period of probation; 
(2) Must be provided to the court by the office of the prosecuting attorney if disposition 
included restitution, community service or a restorative justice event and the court 
ordered that proof of completion of the obligation be provided to the office of the 
prosecuting attorney; or 
(3) May be provided to the court by the juvenile or the juvenile's attorney. If the notice is 
provided by the juvenile or the juvenile's attorney, the juvenile or the juvenile's attorney 
shall serve a copy of the notice on the office of the prosecuting attorney before the court 
may enter the order sealing the juvenile case records. In all juvenile cases adjudicated 
subsequent to January 1, 2000, but prior to January 1, 2022, the Juvenile Court may 
grant the request of the juvenile or the juvenile's attorney for automatic sealing of all 
juvenile case records pertaining to the juvenile crime and its disposition when notice is 
provided to the court and the prosecuting attorney pursuant to this subparagraph.  

When an order of adjudication includes multiple juvenile crimes, the juvenile crime that would 
constitute the highest class of crime if the juvenile were an adult determines whether a petition 
for sealing of juvenile records must be filed pursuant to paragraph A and a finding made 
pursuant to paragraph B before all juvenile case records pertaining to all of the juvenile crimes 
adjudicated may be ordered sealed. 



When a juvenile petition alleges multiple juvenile crimes and the court holds separate hearings 
resulting in multiple orders of adjudication, the order of adjudication with the highest class of 
crime if the juvenile were an adult determines whether a petition for sealing of juvenile records 
must be filed pursuant to paragraph A and a finding made pursuant to paragraph B before all 
juvenile case records pertaining to all of the juvenile crimes adjudicated may be ordered sealed. 

D. Notwithstanding subsections 2 and 3, subsection 4, paragraphs C, D and F and subsections 
5 and 6, a court order sealing juvenile case records pursuant to this subsection permits only the 
following persons to have access to the sealed juvenile case records: 

(1) The courts and criminal justice agencies as provided by this section; and 
(2) The person whose juvenile case records are sealed or that person's designee. 

 
E. A copy of the court's written order certifying its granting of the juvenile's petition to seal 
juvenile case records pursuant to paragraph B or its order of automatic sealing pursuant to 
paragraph C must be provided to the Department of Public Safety, State Bureau of Identification 
if the adjudication is for a juvenile crime the criminal records of which are maintained by the 
State Bureau of Identification pursuant to Title 25, section 1541. The State Bureau of 
Identification or the appropriate agency upon receipt of the order shall promptly update its 
records relating to each of the juvenile adjudications included in the order. 
 
F. A person whose juvenile case records are sealed pursuant to this subsection may respond to 
inquiries from other than the courts and criminal justice agencies about that person's juvenile 
crimes, the juvenile case records of which have been sealed, as if the juvenile crimes had never 
occurred, without being subject to any sanctions. The sealing of a person's juvenile case 
records does not remove or otherwise affect the prohibition against that person's possessing a 
firearm pursuant to section 393. 
 
Penalty Provision – New section  
 
11. Unlawful dissemination of confidential juvenile case record information. Any person 
who intentionally disseminates information contained in confidential juvenile case records 
knowing it to be in violation of any provisions of this chapter commits a civil violation for which a 
fine of not more than $1,000 may be adjudged. The District Court has jurisdiction over violations 
under this subsection. 


