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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF 

L.D. 307 

AN ACT TO LIMIT THE NUMBER OF CHARTER SCHOOLS IN MAINE 

Senator Millett, Representative Kornfield and members of the Education and Cultural Affairs 
Committee. I am Steven Bailey, executive director of Maine School Management Association 
and am here on behalf of the legislative committees of the Maine School Boards Association and 
Maine School Superintendents Association in support of L.D. 307. 

We support this bill because it supports the experimental nature of charter schools envisioned by 
the law. It would hold the schools and the commission accountable to the requirements in statute 
that charter schools may be established as public schools if they: 
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Create high quality schools with high standards; 
Close achievement gaps; 
ncrease high quality education opportunities; and, 
Provide alternative enviromnents for students not thriving in traditional settings. 

That is a high bar and it should be. Charter schools are 100 percent funded by the state and this 
year will draw down $27 million in General Purpose Aid. Their academic performance is mixed, 
and there is considerable churn with the two virtual schools, which alone draw down roughly $4 
million each. I’ve attached a chart on funding to this testimony. 

To be fair to the Charter Commission, its members have had public discussions about the need to 
be less of an advocacy group for charters and stronger overseers. This bill would give them the 
impetus to decide which schools are meeting the mission of the law, and which ones are not. 
When and if a decision is made to terminate a charter contract, there would be room under the 
cap for a new school.
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