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Senator Hickman, Representative Supica and Distinguished Members of the Joint Standing
Committee on Veterans and Legal Affairs:

I am Senator Trey Stewart; and I represent District 2, which includes several communities in
Aroostook County and Northern Penobscot County. I am here today to present to you LD 1869,
“dn Act to Prohibit the Private Funding of Elections.”

I am bringing this bill before the Committee today as a response to past improprieties in Maine
elections as well as to avoid future inequalities. Maine’s system for financing and regulating
elections is unique. We offer a robust system of public financing for our candidates while also
closely regulating spending on independent expenditures by political action committees. Our
system also requires regular and public disclosures of expenditures on electioneering,.

While I am not looking to give a political science lecture this morning — or any morning, for that
matter — I am concerned about an influx of money that seems to have impacted Maine elections
in 2020. This money emanates largely from the principal owner of Facebook, Mark Zuckerberg,
which is why we’ve termed this program Zuckerbucks.

Here’s how the scam works: Zuckerberg’s team looks at places where his preferred candidate(s)
may be underperforming in voter turnout or absentee balloting and they provide additional
resources to those cities and towns to promote get-out-the-vote (GOTV) efforts. Iam attaching
Maine data so you can see how this program manifested itself here, but this was a nationwide
effort to turn out additional voters in major cities.

GOTV efforts, as we politicos refer to them during the silly season, are nothing new. I believe
more people participating in elections is good - that’s what we should strive for; however, I do
not believe the Zuckerbucks approach should be legal for a couple reasons:

1. This is a loophole for billionaires to get around campaign finance laws. In 2020 it was

Mark Zuckerberg, but in 2024 it may just as well be the Koch brothers with a similar scheme.
We have a system through which campaign finance dollars are to be reported and we have a
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system by which towns are to run their elections. There should be no crossover and there should
be no blind spot between the two.

2. Purchasing new equipment and paying poll workers creates a direct financial
relationship between the entity (in this case Zuckerberg’s Center for Tech and Civic Life) and
the individual towns and town clerks. My district epitomizes local control. In some places, one
clerk works two-three days per week at three different towns just to provide baseline services at
an affordable rate because that is just how we want things to work in The County. In
Representative Supica’s hometown of Bangor they have a different model with several full-time
city staff working on elections as well as in-person early voting open for several days in advance
of the election. I am fine with both models, just so long as neither is paid for by billionaires with
an agenda — or any type of private, undisclosed money, for that matter.

Thank you for your time this morning and for your thoughtful consideration of this important
matter. I will do my best to respond to any questions you may have.
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