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Good Afternoon, Senator Lawrence, RepresentatIve ZeIgler and Honorable members of the CommIttee 

My name Is VIrgInIa Olsen I am a 5"‘ generatIon commercIal lobsterman and I represent fishermen w|th the 
MaIne lobsterlng UnIon through DIstrIct 4 of the lnternatIonal Assoc|at|on of MachInIst and Aerospace 

Workers 

We are In support of LD 1895 “An Act Regardmg the Procurement of Energy from Offshore WInd 
Resources " 

WhIle as fishermen we generally agree on three thlngs 

1 PrIce of lobster IS too low 

2 PrIce of ba|t and fuel are too hIgh 

3 We don't agree on anythmg else 

Offshore wInd has done what no group, assocIatIon, or unIon could do It unIted us all We can now add 
four to the llst 

4 FIshermen do not support offshore wInd In the Gulf of MaIne 

What we can do Is advocate for the most responsIble sItIng of offshore wInd A vote for thIs procurement 
bIll protects Lobster Management Area 1(LMA 1) whIch Is the footprInt of the MaIne lobster fishery Our 

fIshery goes out about 45 nautIcal mIles and Is separated Into 7 zones A-G It Is true that the maIorIty of 

MaIne fishermen harvest from state waters however, It Is our federal fishery that accounts for the lIon's 
share of our fIsherIes landIngs or the largest portlon of our catch 94% of the lobster landed In the UnIted 
States comes from the Gulf of MaIne It would be completely |rrespons|ble to sIte commerclal offshore 

wInd InsIde LMA 1 The Gulf of MaIne IS one of the most productIve bodIes of water In the world, and It Is 
actIvely feedIng the natIon MaIne Is home to a varIety of specIes- HalIbut, Tuna, Flounder, RedfIsh, Black 

Sea Bass, Monkfish, Mackerel, Rock and Sand Crab, Mussels, Hardshell and Softshell Clams, Oysters, 
Scallops, conchs, squld, and a whole l|st of sea vegetables jUSt to lIst a few Now we need the ocean to 
harvest these specIes- we are not goIng to set traps In Sebago Lake, but you can 100% put wInd turbInes on 
land and not dISp|8C€ us Do we lIke thIs? Absolutely not Do we have control of leasIng In federal waters? 
Absolutely not lncentIvIzIng leases outslde LMA 1 Is the best shot we have at protectlng the herItage 
fIsherIes so many of us have grown up doIng and stIll wIsh to pass down for generatIons to come These 
fIsherIes Inject vItal revenues Into our coastal towns and keep them year-round communItIes 

To protect the fishery, we cannot table thIs bIll We need to say clearly that we value and wIll protect our 
states resources by sItIng commerclal Offshore WInd outslde LMA 1 We wIll stand beslde our fishmg 
Industry and together we wIll all gIve a lIttle to make MaIne's energy goals a realIty and stIll protect the 
herItage fishery that has served our state and been Its IdentIty for generatIons- Lets all hope It wIll be for 

generatIons to come 

Thank you for your tIme, I am happy to answer any questIons


