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.-
WE the people of Maine, in order to establish justice, ensure Preamble. 

tranquillity, provide for our mutual defence, promote our 
common welfare, and secure to ourselves and our posterity the 
blessings of Liberty, acknowledging with grateful hearts the 
goodness of the Sovereign Ruler of the Universe in aflording 
us an opportunity, so favorable to the design; and, imploring 
his aid and direction in its accomplishment, do agree to form 
ourselves into a free and independent State, by the style and 
title of the State of lVlaine, and do ordain and establish the 
following Constitution for the government of the same. 

ARTICLE I. 

DECLARATION OF RIGHTS. 

SECT. 1. All men are born equally free and independent, 
and have certain natural, inherent and unalienable Rights, Natural rijrbts, 

among which are those of enjoying and defending life and 
liberty, acquiring, possessing and protecting property, and of 
pursuing and obtaining safety and happiness. , 

SECT, 2. All power is inherent in the people; all free All powerinlie 
.C' dd' h' h' d" d.C' entm the pee governments are loun e In t ell' aut ority an InstItute lor pIe. 

their benefit; they have therefore an unalienable and indefea-
sible right to institute government, and to alter, reform, or 
totally change the same, when their safety and happiness 
re~~~ I 

SECT. 3 .. All men have a natural and unalienable right to FreedomofwOJ 

worship Almighty· God according to the dictates of their own ship. 

consciences,. and no one shall be hurt, molested or restrained 
. in his person, liberty or estate, for worshipping God in the 
mann'er and season most agreeable to the dictates of his own 
conscience, nor for his religious professions or sentiments, 
provided he does not disturb the public peace, nor obstruct 
others in their religious worship ;-and all personsdemeaning'All religioU$ 

themselves peaceably, as good members of the State, shall be sects equal. 
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Elections on the SECT. 4. And in case the elections, required by this 
first Wednesday C .. h fi "{llT d' 1 f J 11 b 
of .January may onstltutlOn on t erst n e nes( ay 0 anuaryal1llUa y, y 
~;:';1~~d~Y, the two Houses of the Legislature, shall not be completed on 

that day, the same may be adjourned from day to day, until 
compU~ted, in the following order: the vacancies in t~e Senate 
shall first be filled; the Governor shall then be elected, if there 
be nt') choice by t~e people; and afterwards the two Houses 
shall elect the Council. 

Every civil offi- SECT. 5. Every person holding any civil o~ce under this 
eer may be ,re- State, may be removed by impeachment, for mIsdemeanor in 
moved by Im- • 
peachment or office; and every person holdmg any office, m~y be removed 
address. by the Governor with the advice of the Council; on the, 

address of, both branches of the Legislature. But before such 
address shall pass either House, the causes of rem( -al shall 
be stated and entered on the journal of the House in which 
it originated, and a copy thereof served on the persOl, in office, 
that he may be admitted to a hearing in his defence, , 

TcnUl'e of office, SECT. 6. The tenure of all offices, which are not or sball 
not be otherwise provided for, shall be during the pleasure of 
the Governor and Council. 

Valuation. SECT. 7. 'While the public expences shall be as"essed on 
polls and estates, a general valuation shall be tak~n at least 
once in ten years. 

neal Estate to SECT. S. All taxes upon real estate, assessed by authori-
be taxed accOl'd- fl' S' h II b . d d d II ~ng to its value. ty 0 t 11S tate, s a e apportlOne an assesse equa y, 

, according to the just value thereof. 

ARTICLE X. 

SCHEDULE., 

Meeting of fust SECT. 1. 'rhe first Legislature shall meet on the last 
Legislature. 

Wednesday in May next. The elections on the second Monday 
in September annually shall not commence until the year one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty one, and in the mean time 
the election for Governor, Senators and Representatives shall 

Elections' for be on the first Monday in April, in the year of our Lord one 
1320. thousand eight hundred and tvventy, and at this election, the 

same proceedings shall be had as are required at the elections, 
provided for in this Constitution on the second Monday in 
September annually, and the lists of the votes for the Governor 
and Senators shall be transniitted, by the town and plantation 
clerks respectively, to the Secretary of State PTO tempore, 
seventeen days at least before the last Wednesday in May next, 
and the President ofth~ Convention shaU, in presence of the 
Secretary of State, pro tempore open and examine the attested 
copies of s~id lists, so l'etl.lrned for Senators, and shall have all 
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the powers, and be subject to all the dutie's, In ascertainIng', 
notifying, and summoning the Senators, who appear to be 
elected, as the Governor and council have, and are subject to, 
by this Constitution: Provided, He shall notify said Senators 
fourteen days at least before the last Wednesday in May, and 
vacancies shall be ascertained and filled in the manner herein 
provided; and. the. Senators ~o. be elected. on ,the said first~~~:~~rs appor
Monday of Apl'l1, shall be apportIoned as follows : 

The ~ounty of York shall elect three. 
The County of Cumberland shall elect three. 
The Couhty of Lincoln shall elect three. 
The County of Hancock shall elect two. 
The County of Washington shall elect one. 
The County of Kennebec shall elect three. 
The- County of Oxford shall elect two. 
ThefCoullty of Somerset sh~l1 elect two. 
'TI'le -County of Penobscot shall elect Olle. . ' 

And the. memb.ers of the House .of Representatives shaH ~e And representJ.;. 
elected,ascertamed, and returned 111 the same manner as herem: lives. 

provided at elections on the second Monday of September, and 
the ,first House of Representatives shall consist of the following 
number, fo be elected as follows; 

'COUNTY OF YORK. York. 

The towhs of York and Wells may each elect two represent.;. 
'a.tives; and each of the remaining; towns may elect one. 

COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND. . Cumbel'lana·. 
, The town of Portland may elect three representatives; 
N orth-Yarmouth, two; Brunswick, two; Gorham, two; Free-
port an.d Pownal, t'~d; Raymond and Otisfield, o?e; Bridgton, 
BaldwIn and HarrIson, one; Poland and DanVIlle, one; and 
each remaining town one. 

UOUNTY OF LINCOLN~ Lilltoln, 
The towns of Georgetown and Phipsburg, may elect one 

representative; Lewiston and Wales, oile; St. George,ICushing 
and Friendship, one; Hope and Appleton Ridge, one; 
.Jefferson, Putnam and Patricktown plantation, one; Aina and 
Whitfield, one; Montville, Palermo, and Montville plantation, 
one; Woolwich and Dresden, one; and each remaining 
town one. 

COUNTY OF HANCOCK. . , Hancock. 
The town of Bucksport may elect one representative; Deer 

Island; one; Castine and Brooksville, one; Orland and 
Penobscot, one; Mount Desert and Eden, ~ne; Vin~lhav~n 
and Isleborough, one; Sedgwiclt and Blueh¥l; one; Goulds-
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Washington. 

Kennebec. 

Oxfurd 

Somerset. 

lenobscot. 
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horough, Sulliv&n and phultaiiol1s No. Sand 9 north ,(}t 
Sullivan, one; Surry, Ellsworth, Trenton and plantation of 
lVlariaville, one; Lincolnville, Searsmont and Belmont, one; 
Belfast and Northport, one; Prospect and Swanville, one:; 
Frankfort and Monroe, one; Knox, Brooks,J ackSOll and 
Thorndike, one. 

COUNTY Ol~ WASHINGTON.· 
The tow-ns of Steuben, Cherryfield and Harring'ton, may 

elect one representative; Addison, Columbia and Johesbo
rough, one; Machias, one; Lubec, Dennysville, Plantations 
No.9, No. 10, No. 11, No. 1.2, one; Eastport, one; Perry, 
Robinston, CGl.lais, Plantations No.3, No. 6, No. 7, No. 15, 
and No. 16, one. 

COUNTY OF KENNEBEC. 
The towns of Belgrade aDd Dearborn may elect one repre~ 

sentative; Chesterville, Vienna and Rome, one; 'Vayne- and 
Fayette, one; Temple and ·Wilton, OEe; Y'!/inp,low and China) 
one; Fairfax and I!\'eedom, one·; O::\ty~ Joy,aIA] 25 mile 
pond plantation, one; Harlem a.udMalta, ou:; and each 
remaining town one. 

COUNTY OF OXFORD. 
" The towns of Dixfield, Mexico, \Veld and Plantations Nos. 
I and 4, may elect one representative; Jay and Hartford, 
one; Livermore, one; Rumford, East Andover and PIanta .. 
tions Nos. 7 and 8, one ; Turner, one; \V oodstock, Pari& 
and Greemvood, one;, Hebron and Norway, one; Gilead, 
Bethel, Newry, Albany and Howard's gore, one, Porter, 
Hiram and Brownfield, one; "\i\T aterford, Sw'eden and Loven, 
one; Denmark, Fryebul'gand Fryeburg addition, one; 
Buckfield and Sumner, one. 

COUNTY OF SOMERSET. 
The town of Fairfield may elect one representative ; Nor· 

ridgwock and Bloomfield, one; Starks and Mercer, one; 
Industry, Strong and New-Vineyard, one; Avon, Phillips, 
Freeman and Kingfield, one; Anson, New-Portland, Embden, 
and Plantation No.1, one; Canaan, ·Warsaw, Palmyra; St. 
Albans and Corinna, one; Madison, Solon, Bingham, 
Moscow and N orthhill, one; Cornville, Athens, Harmony, 
Ripley, and ""T arl'enstowll, one. 

COUNTY OF PENOBSCOT. 
The towns of Hampden and Newburg maf elect one repre

sentative; Orrington, Brewer, and Eddington and Plantations 
adjacent on the east side of PcuQbscotriver; one; Bangor, 
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Orono and Sunkhaze Plantation, one; Dlxnmnt, Newport, 
Carmel, Hermon, StetwH, and Plantation .N o. 4, in the 6th 

I (--. . 1 T:' 1\.1~; , 1 range, one; -,evant, -,o.1'1nt,), .~-,xeter, l.~ eVl-Lll1ar estowl1, 
Blakesbmg, Plantation No. 1. in 3d range, and, Plantation 
No.1 in 4th range, oue; Dexter, Garland, GuiHord, Sanger
ville, and Plantation No.3, in 6th rang~e, one; Atkinson, 
Sebec, Foxcroft, Brmvnville, VVilliamsburg, Plantation No. 
1, in '7th range, and PlanteJ.t!on ]\1'0. 3, in '7th range, one. 
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And the Secretary of State pro tempore shall have the same l:'0wers an~d~: 
, 1 b 1·'!. '1'" l' 1 ttes ofSecletalY pmVC1:S, anc e SUqjcct to tnc saIne (nnes, III relatIOn to t]e of State pro tem. 

{' d-' h C1 (' ['< I d ' b' in rehtion to tlll' votes ~or .. xOVCl'HOl', as t ,e ;::-;ecretary 01 ,~)tatems, an ' IS SU Ject votes: -

to, by tbis Constitution: and the election of Governor shaU, 
on the said last Vvednesday in l\5ay, be detennined and 
dec1:1red, in the same mam1el', as other elections of Governor 
are by this ConstitutIon; Clud in case of vacancy in said office, 
the Pl'E'sident of the Senate, and Speaker, of the House of 
Ilepnosentativcs, shaH exercise the oitice as herein otherwise 
provided, and the Cevnsellors, Secretary and Treasurer, shaH 
also be elected on said day, and have the saple powers, and be 
suqject to the same Chi ties, as is provided in this Constitution; 
and in case of the death or othei' disqualification of the 
President of this Convention, or oftlle Secretary of State pro 

1 {:' 1 l' 1 1"~' -, h G ternpfl1'e, oJe.:m:e tU,8 eJectwn ann quam'XcatWl1 ot t e - ovel'l1or 
or Secretary of State under this Constitution, the persons to 
1 .:j' ~". r. . l' " J 
.. >~ [,£sl.gnaten by tms "Jonventwn at ineH' seSSIOn m anuarv 
next, 8i1<111 have all the powers and perform all the dude;, 

I 'h l P" "l·C . 1~' W He ine.,;. resweLt Ci tals OBventIOn, or t 1e >38cretal7 P1'O 
, L j ., 1 1~' d" tC1nl)ore, to oe 0.:0/ tdcn1 apI}OI11te(~, SJ.IU 1 l]a'Ve all perlorill. 

Q ,-" C) 'li'I."" ""',,: 1 i,' ,.~r',,;,,\ t 1 G 7' ~ ". t >-lEe T. M. ... I"e 1>'" ,0(, 10" \, KH'VJJ ne 0\ enJOf, ",eJ.la ors Duration of till" 

and Representative:;, ConnseEol's, Secretary and Treasurer, first Ll'giskture 

fi 1 J • J ' •• 'a' H'st elccten or appmnteo, are to SCl've m tnclrrespectlVc OHlces 
and places, shaH comn1ence en the last \Yednesday in May, in 
the year of our Lord one thoasci.nd eight hundred and twenty, 
and cOlltinue until the first VI ednesday of January, in the year 
of our Lord one thOlu;and eight hundred and twenty two. 

SECT, 3. AU Jaws now in force in this state, and not Laws now in 
1'.0 ., h 11 . db' ~ force continue repugnant to tillS vonstltntlOl1, Sl. a remam, an e 111 lOree, until repealed; 

until altered or repealed by the Legislature, or shaH expire by 
their own limitation. 

SECT. 4. The Leo'islature, whenever two thirds of both Cons!itutioll 
• <:> ,how It may he 

houses shaH deem It necessary, may propose amendments to amended: 

this Constitution; and when any amendment shall be so agreed 
upon, a resolution shall be passed and sent to the selectmen of 
the several to\<7ns, and the assessors of the several plantations, 
empowering and directing them to notify the inhabitants of 
their respective towns and plantations, in the manner prescribed 
by law, at their next annual meetings in the 'month of Sep-
temher, to give in their votes on the question, whether such 
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