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[bookmark: _PAR__9_1505f87a_e470_4b00_8812_e0b758f9][bookmark: _LINE__21_dcd08f2f_d6bf_4392_958a_68ff57][bookmark: _LINE__22_28935ca2_2821_4fa6_a3c0_fb5577][bookmark: _LINE__23_002c2bf9_6759_4e7c_8df2_2d81c8][bookmark: _LINE__24_800a2909_b55c_4ba6_9da9_dd33f1][bookmark: _LINE__25_2bb5e190_53af_4720_a4f5_463fc6][bookmark: _LINE__26_5f54cd1d_cec8_45bb_aa6e_543897]This bill addresses certain recommendations from the Transforming Interpreting Maine (TIME) needs assessment report issued by the Department of Health and Human Services in 2024 in the wake of the October 2023 Lewiston shooting.  The bill authorizes an exemption to American Sign Language interpreter licensure during emergencies, creates a broader educational pathway to licensure and extends the period of conditional licensure from 4 to 5 years, with a 6th year granted in cases of extreme hardship. 
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