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An Act to Require School Buses to Be Equipped with and to Use School Bus Crossing Arms
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_4b5177f8_28c2_49f6_ae24_9b27a4cd][bookmark: _LINE__3_a6d14aa1_5a6c_4069_912f_97619df][bookmark: _LINE__4_8a98781e_2832_412f_95fc_441049c]Whereas, current law does not require school buses of model year 2020 or older to be equipped with a school bus crossing arm; and 
[bookmark: _PAR__3_0897814f_b1f8_431c_b09e_9b4df327][bookmark: _LINE__5_e1ea1ca9_76c2_475d_a7c1_ea3b619][bookmark: _LINE__6_e231af5b_5885_4bcf_a7de_f4eb387][bookmark: _LINE__7_a074087c_b36c_4a13_b391_85103a2]Whereas, for those school buses that are equipped with a school bus crossing arm, current law does not require the school bus crossing arm to be activated while a school bus is receiving and discharging passengers; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_8c7e528e_d382_4e9c_94ad_0499ae38][bookmark: _LINE__8_de1ab61f_8f00_416a_9954_6036c18][bookmark: _LINE__9_df0aefb5_6d9b_45c8_8aa5_159e702][bookmark: _LINE__10_b28608a4_1bde_41f8_a5a0_7494dd][bookmark: _LINE__11_91745b24_baa2_4d47_b3c3_dbbaf2]Whereas, requiring school bus crossing arms on all school buses and requiring the school bus crossing arm to be activated while a school bus is receiving and discharging passengers will result in greater safety for children who travel to and from school on school buses; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_6d3a8468_d629_453c_8977_63f81c57][bookmark: _LINE__12_5fa988e3_ca50_443c_acb1_7f7ff5][bookmark: _LINE__13_c507266d_d90c_4421_9e52_df8d80]Whereas, the safety of children is of paramount importance, and this legislation must take effect immediately to protect children; and
[bookmark: _PAR__6_ea3770ca_c10b_4161_a398_5fdcec0b][bookmark: _LINE__14_e0de382b_49a8_4a7b_8e8c_2b0a0e][bookmark: _LINE__15_65c3f4d6_5e9f_414a_9456_6240c2][bookmark: _LINE__16_e467efb5_3e47_4350_aa58_40b5a0][bookmark: _LINE__17_95a098da_6a1d_45f1_854e_69a357]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__bcad725e_23c7_4c26_aa5][bookmark: _PAR__7_568c1c57_d281_43a8_9035_3e9f6bc4][bookmark: _LINE__18_56e15100_7c24_472b_aeb6_35e27b]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c2c04edc_e619_4812_95bf][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__46f5910a_f39c_4222_96fd_fb9][bookmark: _PAR__9_5a3889c6_46db_42d5_a320_e09d3d61][bookmark: _LINE__21_ca460260_2404_4e64_af52_ef2610][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c243db21_62a8_4e4c_97][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cbf677f8_4c98_4d12_a0c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__447fcfa0_6ec2_4f94_89][bookmark: _LINE__22_de42ceac_342a_4b05_9068_135333]1-A.  School bus crossing arms.  A school bus of model year 2021 or newer must be equipped with a school bus crossing arm.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__dd4b90ac_1486_481c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__a534f3de_1318_40a7_88bd_4][bookmark: _PAR__10_5928f204_5bb1_4766_a57e_12d2ece][bookmark: _LINE__23_a1fa055b_7b9f_492f_a2a8_796349][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__b42cd09b_f83a_4f9e]Sec. 2.  29-A MRSA §2306-A is enacted to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b08b1afa_541c_4ba7_8e35][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__6131c134_b57e_4659_bf4e_c83][bookmark: _PAR__14_6a12cb4b_6a72_4dd7_9cdb_4c19883][bookmark: _LINE__30_e7e9eb06_44a4_4fb7_ba4a_aea0ca][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__49b63e8b_0239_4d2e_83][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8616e760_7719_4640_8d0][bookmark: _LINE__31_bcbefc8f_d286_4c9b_b830_c080a8][bookmark: _LINE__32_c7c91127_c5df_4d7a_ad89_ec9de7]3.  Suspension.  On conviction of an operator of failure to activate a school bus crossing arm, the Secretary of State shall revoke the operator's school bus operator endorsement issued pursuant to section 2303 for a period of not less than 2 years.
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__40b9ae02_4b95_47f3_bf][bookmark: _PAR__15_92872889_0e54_4151_8165_85c28d9][bookmark: _LINE__33_3169460f_7a36_434a_9b5c_ddc77c][bookmark: _LINE__34_d5409547_4eec_49e9_9016_3e964d]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
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[bookmark: _PAR__17_d8acf5b4_1e08_4496_8819_366b117][bookmark: _LINE__36_8d1fc2fd_245f_4597_8c61_8b3263][bookmark: _LINE__37_02035ce4_1cc3_448d_9e24_358069][bookmark: _LINE__38_10400d14_fbdc_4e59_b035_d1ebd4][bookmark: _LINE__39_8a7f69d3_3d9a_499c_a159_e35291][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__2066c6b4_2dd4_4daa_ab0a_bcb][bookmark: _PAGE__2_f2ea8045_a700_4adf_be3c_dc70997][bookmark: _PAR__1_b2478257_8c93_4305_b7dc_f90dad1c][bookmark: _LINE__1_27bc4680_a994_4f5f_af10_6e4009f][bookmark: _LINE__2_67f2cb2b_74b5_4f9a_bc31_2665025][bookmark: _LINE__3_e16d085f_157e_4e4f_bc52_3da7628]This bill requires all school buses to be equipped with a school bus crossing arm and requires the operator of a school bus to activate the school bus crossing arm while the bus is stopped to receive or discharge passengers.  The bill provides that the penalty for not activating a school bus crossing arm is a Class E crime and requires the Secretary of State to revoke the operator's endorsement to operate a school bus for a period of not less than 2 years.  The penalty is the same penalty that applies to failure of a school bus operator to stop at a railroad track crossing.
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