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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__cddfb53a_a9c5_4927_a6a5][bookmark: _PAR__3_f62b816c_23d5_4241_9438_6983dc7c][bookmark: _LINE__4_b759e054_2330_4d23_8a42_6438b2d][bookmark: _LINE__5_c6a63cd6_3345_4a53_afd3_287f2f1][bookmark: _LINE__6_71367042_63fc_4204_81fa_476ab88]WHEREAS, good oral health habits start in childhood, and parents and caregivers who are educated about the importance of oral health are empowered to embrace appropriate oral hygiene and dietary behaviors and make and keep dental appointments for their children; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__d4bb9cfd_e754_4697_aa8e][bookmark: _PAR__4_5f3b5cae_6cc1_4cde_9bca_35e95fe7][bookmark: _LINE__7_a934a45c_a691_47f6_ab67_1dbcf90][bookmark: _LINE__8_7a51bd08_571c_4955_a425_6963d39][bookmark: _LINE__9_7ac367f7_3a3e_41b6_abac_c8e768d][bookmark: _LINE__10_980a8f11_16ba_4157_a08a_a451ee]WHEREAS, research shows that, through supervised tooth brushing programs and preventive dental care, children can reduce the occurrence of dental-related illness, which starts as early as first grade and causes children in the United States to miss 51,000,000 hours of school time each year; and
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[bookmark: _RESOLVED__8cd8d95b_e862_4937_b313_492c0][bookmark: _PAR__6_ed9667a6_072c_4a64_9c08_d7cc0e13][bookmark: _LINE__13_a7f4a194_c49c_4f50_9dcb_bb46ff][bookmark: _LINE__14_6d47d9f9_3dd4_4c8a_8fbc_f84bb9][bookmark: _LINE__15_a448277c_e4bf_43d9_998e_1e78b0][bookmark: _LINE__16_707369bc_41bb_41ae_9101_214cb7]RESOLVED: That We, the Members of the One Hundred and Thirty-second Legislature now assembled in the Second Regular Session, on behalf of the people we represent, take this opportunity to designate February 2026 as Children's Dental Health Month and to encourage the raising of public awareness about the importance of preventive dental care for all children.
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