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An Act to Clarify Responsibilities of the State in the Laws Governing General Assistance
L.D. 
An Act to Clarify Responsibilities of the State in the Laws Governing General Assistance
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0f37826e_288d_47a2_b5c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2784bcf4_85b1_454c_b114_d98e][bookmark: _PAR__4_c0bbe22e_743d_42ed_aa16_f9a582fd][bookmark: _LINE__5_2ea84c64_b19b_4555_9790_875df54][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e5284540_4c0c_4346_b8][bookmark: _LINE__6_cfa2882b_e444_4b2e_a361_146bd23][bookmark: _LINE__7_16c72446_cb51_4567_badf_d6263d9][bookmark: _LINE__8_7c859ca8_1fd7_4bbb_9fbe_07ceb6f][bookmark: _LINE__9_a6bc22e3_aca8_4815_8cdd_10b5ac1][bookmark: _LINE__10_17c3b21b_6960_4810_99d2_7db254][bookmark: _LINE__11_a7b9ac8d_a249_4989_95c1_5a3138][bookmark: _LINE__12_2484bec1_9eaa_46ad_9da6_d1ffd2][bookmark: _LINE__13_5d1e25c6_39cf_4103_bc11_819a97][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__222483d1_39fe_42f9_b7][bookmark: _LINE__14_2309fa45_07a4_4def_89a2_4c5b91][bookmark: _LINE__15_0d1cc6a6_615b_49d4_a985_4375de][bookmark: _LINE__16_aa0d8c25_4d1b_44df_a2cf_e7eac9][bookmark: _LINE__17_04f1b217_e1b6_4922_8752_e071d2][bookmark: _LINE__18_df5e94c1_550b_4a31_a937_6eeaaa][bookmark: _LINE__19_199b74e5_827a_4912_bf84_e44b1c][bookmark: _LINE__20_0d8e58e7_8e64_46a6_8aeb_747391][bookmark: _LINE__21_da5f22bf_297c_4c12_ba9f_35973f][bookmark: _LINE__22_0b892f61_765f_4529_b092_8f054f]The department shall use municipal reports, data from the statewide online database required under section 4323, subsection 6 and other metrics to generate a general assistance report to be submitted to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over general assistance matters no later than January 30, 2026 and no later than January 30th of each odd-numbered calendar year thereafter. The initial report must include recommendations regarding a potential extension of the general assistance eligibility period beyond the 30-day limit established in section 4310, subsection 4. All reports must include metrics for: the number of individuals and families who received funds; the basic necessities for which those funds were provided; the length of time those funds were received; which municipalities accessed technical assistance and the number of times that technical assistance was requested, including instances outside of normal business hours; the type of technical assistance municipalities required; the number of calls to the department's general assistance hotline; and the number and content of complaints received and additional metrics as determined necessary by the department. The report must also include data illustrating municipal poverty levels, or regional or county poverty data when municipal-level poverty data is unavailable, and data regarding the use of other public benefit programs such as the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program and the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program in each municipality.
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[bookmark: _PAR__6_737a6982_5ca1_436f_9029_58879d1f][bookmark: _LINE__24_1552c0f3_f10f_48cd_9d81_c7a9ef][bookmark: _LINE__25_ef33d054_5ad0_4890_bde6_0ff10a][bookmark: _LINE__26_56a17507_1f2c_48aa_8b62_15862d][bookmark: _LINE__27_d6bdc4f0_184b_4ca1_826e_7e0571][bookmark: _LINE__28_bfd05ddb_9d91_4df6_9c42_550d05]This bill removes the requirement that the Department of Health and Human Services, beginning July 1, 2025, provide overseers of each municipality's general assistance program access to an Internet-based, real-time database containing the information necessary to properly determine eligibility of an applicant for general assistance. The bill also updates certain reporting requirements for the department.
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