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An Act to Create an Exception to the Prohibition of Tobacco Sales in Retail Establishments Containing Pharmacies for Certain Small Grocery Stores
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__a68abd4a_bac7_41cd_87c][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__a257ba9f_4a85_44f5_b401_51e69][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__2dfe8f76_a82c_4a8b_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_acc363f5_ac01_4ffa_ae5f_b0c7a14][bookmark: _PAR__1_9d21c6c7_4c83_4d0a_8394_345d9a9f][bookmark: _LINE__1_7200112c_8cb7_41b1_a731_34a9c9f]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c7a340f6_1d74_4ccd_bccd][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f93cd47c_4c55_4683_bdf4_5ef9][bookmark: _PAR__12_7d7ce284_0910_4e7d_91f1_e5f2f83][bookmark: _LINE__32_7afb795a_e757_4d50_bbfc_f9cfd4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__039dceac_7db1_4310_b6c][bookmark: _LINE__33_83d70207_d5ab_421a_a752_7b557f][bookmark: _LINE__34_00ef138d_0c14_4800_bb4c_33bba4]C.  The pharmacy located on the premises of the retail establishment operates in a separately demised, leased space under a written lease and holds a separate pharmacy license; 
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d277f15a_3155_41de_946c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1b5d2b7d_0b24_4dc3_bcb8_b842][bookmark: _PAR__14_40a4e296_acf2_4570_8b7b_622e1f0][bookmark: _LINE__37_5eb8f563_ed40_4ece_8cd8_bab816][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3e6f7f54_5d0b_424e_aea][bookmark: _LINE__38_81daed59_a6ce_4ba5_a9c1_fa0031][bookmark: _LINE__39_21f96133_ebcf_4009_bfa1_d32dd2]E.  All tobacco sales made by the retail establishment occur outside the pharmacy's leased premises, through the retail establishment's separate point-of-sale system and from the retail establishment's separate inventory; and 
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0f7a3a9e_4a5b_4911_96c0_7cb7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__752aad83_8293_4329_817][bookmark: _PAGE__2_8a3b3384_cfa4_49bb_a0f1_9ad5e1a][bookmark: _PAR__1_8d294234_d7e8_4db1_afa0_a3cb009c][bookmark: _LINE__1_d930b966_418d_4a78_8f0a_689bcea][bookmark: _LINE__2_2894dbc1_423d_4b1b_b162_5c1280d][bookmark: _LINE__3_1965bb47_081c_46c9_b511_5c14286][bookmark: _LINE__4_3a8e3802_f38b_4189_a232_bf268af]For the purposes of this subsection, "customer-accessible sales area" means the total floor area open to customers for display and sale of merchandise.  "Customer-accessible sales area" does not include stockrooms, offices, restrooms, mechanical rooms or the pharmacy's demised premises.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fd5c0408_5907_4278_be5][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c9cf7b4e_88af_451e_b195_388f][bookmark: _PAR__2_2db2ace4_e968_4627_bf9b_734752cd][bookmark: _LINE__5_1e380413_0189_476d_970b_892a27a][bookmark: _LINE__6_fa1fdeb7_18fc_4f9b_9dc3_63c72b8][bookmark: _LINE__7_ffa9d830_8214_4057_bb5a_2cd07b2]For the purposes of this subsection, "grocery store" means a retail food store that offers for sale a variety of foods for home preparation and consumption, including perishable items, and derives a substantial portion of sales from food.
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_9cef5977_a1e2_4fac_a305_6bf3eb99][bookmark: _LINE__9_a2c37d64_c49b_4606_a34e_c4c4f61][bookmark: _LINE__10_05abc42d_ac75_42b8_945f_eccbcc][bookmark: _LINE__11_80d320cc_ff81_4dac_9324_dbaa93][bookmark: _LINE__12_a2fafabe_ffd8_43c1_87af_acb80d][bookmark: _LINE__13_18599e3c_79ee_4593_8e7b_b4cf6f][bookmark: _LINE__14_815b6c57_c47b_4cb2_81d4_7db3d4][bookmark: _LINE__15_2d6953f1_0cc9_4533_9082_25a7d4][bookmark: _LINE__16_89c3ce5b_cbe8_4e8f_ac7f_945e40]This bill creates an exception to the provision of law that prohibits a retail establishment that contains a pharmacy from obtaining a retail tobacco license.  Under the bill, a grocery store containing a pharmacy is eligible for a retail tobacco license if the store has no more than 26,000 square feet of customer-accessible sales area; the pharmacy was established in the grocery store prior to July 7, 2025 and is independently licensed and operates in a separately demised, leased space; all tobacco sales are made from the grocery store's independent inventory and point-of-sale system; and the grocery store complies with all other requirements under the provisions governing retail tobacco licenses. 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_b3ad9c7c_ff96_4d85_be12_0b4d4142][bookmark: _LINE__17_f0f3426a_a376_4638_940f_e1b570][bookmark: _LINE__18_3e9440c9_2bbb_4e81_a1b8_5fbdad][bookmark: _LINE__19_e14f6add_497e_4ce3_9c46_db9f53]The bill also removes references to the sale of tobacco through vending machines or the practice of giving away tobacco products in the course of trade, both of which were made illegal by Public Law 2025, chapter 367.
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