132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Establish Procedures for Restricting Access to State Property, Access to State Services and Communication with or Through State Entities
L.D. 
An Act to Establish Procedures for Restricting Access to State Property, Access to State Services and Communication with or Through State Entities
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_ca3fd697_bf37_47aa_b704_d37dc53e][bookmark: _LINE__3_7c05ca5b_3a29_4af5_878b_8f4b7db][bookmark: _LINE__4_9cea36a6_f170_4222_b2d8_4f44b6f]Whereas, the number of protests held on state properties and the need for services provided by state agencies are anticipated to increase in 2026 and coming years; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_917a0151_e7c5_4881_9c2a_3f00d8bb][bookmark: _LINE__5_df84dc79_e566_470a_9e19_e4cf68c][bookmark: _LINE__6_54499d77_66a4_4818_9b05_22df863][bookmark: _LINE__7_60a82104_254a_46e6_83b8_437316a]Whereas, the Department of Public Safety, Bureau of Capitol Police has expressed concern about the lack of specific statutory guidance regarding persons who have been restricted from accessing state properties or services provided by state entities; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_c14315ad_35d3_4262_8ab5_941c9b51][bookmark: _LINE__8_61b25193_1cd3_4bd5_9178_2678503][bookmark: _LINE__9_dd6356f2_9cff_4474_a4c9_b1e173c][bookmark: _LINE__10_72e978fa_50aa_4254_9cb7_52d24e][bookmark: _LINE__11_fecd27b5_5cdc_431b_ae5d_ba55db]Whereas, providing specific and timely statutory guidance on the process of restricting a person from accessing state properties or services provided by state entities or communicating with or through state entities is necessary to address immediate public safety concerns and individual rights; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_e3370f97_91d4_4551_82b0_19a9fc3b][bookmark: _LINE__12_999d052d_8d55_4c66_8dea_8579ce][bookmark: _LINE__13_640f0bb6_d861_407f_9dd8_ad1382][bookmark: _LINE__14_1b8a5046_15cb_4df9_8d29_29ae61][bookmark: _LINE__15_0c9b9f6e_4402_4b21_8561_a86977]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__dd48bb1a_872b_4ab9_9447][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__08c20217_3292_45de_9e53_431][bookmark: _PAR__9_a1002faa_e27d_4e54_80d6_a76ab1ad][bookmark: _LINE__20_9c07b29b_1f33_4f83_9933_fe2835][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__d06d1157_5f53_42a5_9e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__afb6efb3_286e_4db8_869][bookmark: _LINE__21_a2109d0d_ee63_403b_8188_f9834d][bookmark: _LINE__22_c24dae6c_c171_4071_b13c_45d1a6]1.  Entity of the State; definition.  As used in this section, "entity of the State" means any office, department, agency, authority, commission, board, institution, hospital or other instrumentality of the State.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__00a2a92f_e8ce_42f8_9ceb][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__34b497b7_0f30_414f_a1ba_fcf][bookmark: _PAR__10_73a53ba1_2926_4f75_b4b7_f0bc70f][bookmark: _LINE__23_72b92235_12f6_40da_828c_85ae9c][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__8968d031_9032_47c1_b8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6f020a59_2cfb_413c_905][bookmark: _LINE__24_bb38eb2e_6d9c_4d69_b70e_e4aebc][bookmark: _LINE__25_1308138b_1779_45ce_95aa_0eb45d][bookmark: _LINE__26_f8b9ccc8_0e1a_484a_9b87_d7de57][bookmark: _LINE__27_e23c9f0d_daa8_48a6_a7ec_4093ac][bookmark: _LINE__28_61ee89c7_6279_4efc_9890_dc80d9][bookmark: _LINE__29_9da50c61_81c4_4bd8_9332_8a8905][bookmark: _LINE__30_a53c251a_c384_4eb9_93a1_8832f8][bookmark: _LINE__31_d06747af_6d2d_4453_acef_1f074c]2.  Notice or communication of restriction.  An entity of the State that issues a notice or communication that restricts a person from accessing state property or services provided by the State or that restricts a person from communicating with or through the entity shall include in the notice or communication the factual basis for the entity's decision to restrict that person's access or communication, which must be provided to the person. Except as provided in subsection 3, an entity of the State may restrict a person's access to state property or services provided by the State or restrict a person from communicating with or through the entity through a notice or communication for a total period not to exceed 90 days.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ec56f6e9_9728_498c_bb83][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__e7e73ccc_3653_451d_8795_244][bookmark: _PAR__11_aeef0474_bbf4_4777_b91b_5b8a758][bookmark: _LINE__32_43612b69_3260_4ebe_b17b_a43fd6][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__6093c289_7176_4e26_87][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bbf85dff_c433_4338_b58][bookmark: _LINE__33_9c82161e_141c_4c1b_926a_b4f1d9][bookmark: _LINE__34_b9a66d40_7253_428f_8347_771e6b][bookmark: _LINE__35_80d07328_be00_4033_807c_3a01dd][bookmark: _LINE__36_10562250_2527_44c2_bfa5_18203b][bookmark: _LINE__37_ec97222f_0bcc_419a_b210_d28f8c][bookmark: _LINE__38_01ba40d5_c7f2_49d4_b5e3_ce5486][bookmark: _LINE__39_9a724f85_ff8b_45bf_8994_ca8f0a]3.  Restrictions more than 90 days; protection from harassment.  An entity of the State that seeks to extend or renew a restriction issued by notice or communication under subsection 2 for a period exceeding 90 days shall, through the Department of Public Safety, Bureau of State Police, file a complaint for protection from harassment pursuant to chapter 337-A and provide evidence to the court of the original notice or communication restricting the person from accessing state property or services provided by the State or restricting the person from communicating with or through the entity, along with the factual basis for the entity's original decision.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f666df10_456c_4848_97b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2631b89b_3f25_4697_bdf2_4355][bookmark: _PAR__4_bbce3882_83e6_4e00_9b81_0a92e21b][bookmark: _LINE__10_3970a6ca_b867_4fe5_bde5_55aa56][bookmark: _LINE__11_33be620c_39cc_4540_9da8_dfcad9][bookmark: _LINE__12_959d41b3_4f70_4e77_8878_de57b2][bookmark: _LINE__13_e88d4c99_5101_4046_a6ee_cac39b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__aa88f7f6_1d0b_4a5d_b0][bookmark: _LINE__14_d0005ddc_b820_4189_8e44_ca2b34][bookmark: _LINE__15_0cc19f1e_53e2_4945_829b_e6b0ea][bookmark: _LINE__16_ec9fd28c_1a69_4618_a32f_bb92fa]Proceedings under this chapter must be filed, heard and determined in the District Court of the division in which either the plaintiff or the defendant resides.  If the plaintiff has left the plaintiff's residence to avoid harassment, the plaintiff may bring an action in the division of the plaintiff's previous residence or new residence. In an action brought under section 60, subsection 3 by an entity of the State and filed by the Department of Public Safety, Bureau of State Police, the proceedings may be filed, heard and determined in any division of the plaintiff's choice.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__caf2f09b_1cfa_470d_b8fd][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4a36742b_7c90_49c0_8993_a0be][bookmark: _PAR__8_fe9ebe92_039b_48e3_84bc_6c15f4b0][bookmark: _LINE__23_ee92a14f_1909_45a3_ac85_91e670][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__687f2047_b69f_4e1f_983][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__a1f68153_621c_4fe1_905][bookmark: _LINE__24_52cf782d_666e_4b74_aad7_905971][bookmark: _LINE__25_da13ce4e_a94e_4d8e_971d_df1cfd][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__01a9de35_9181_409b_bfd][bookmark: _LINE__26_f90ee4a1_8a64_4111_a42d_ce543e][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__f1ce4cd2_b5b9_4599_a39][bookmark: _LINE__27_9fd1062a_5a9f_43b8_86f3_e61913][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__718d351e_1b4a_4f11_adb][bookmark: _LINE__28_ed71d332_a9ad_47ab_ac9e_72311e][bookmark: _LINE__29_26f8272e_67cb_48ad_96c6_506ed0][bookmark: _LINE__30_830f080f_ee8d_4beb_87e5_82f653][bookmark: _LINE__31_7cfa2609_0e75_4c83_be0d_e26fb8][bookmark: _LINE__32_bf9374f7_9966_40db_908a_871011][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__fbd30f24_ce76_4954_b8e][bookmark: _LINE__33_054d3b3f_e5dd_4654_a03e_620904]B.  If the alleged harassment does not meet the definition in section 4651, subsection 2, paragraph C or is not related to an allegation of domestic violence, violence against a dating partner, sexual assault, stalking or harassment as described in Title 17‑A, section 506, subsection 1, paragraph A‑1 or A‑2, a copy of a notice to stop harassing the plaintiff issued to the defendant pursuant to Title 17‑A, section 506‑A, subsection 1, paragraph A, subparagraph (1), division (a) or subparagraph (3) or a statement of good cause why such a notice was not sought or obtained.  The court has discretion, based on the nature of the allegations as well as any further inquiry that the court may make of the plaintiff, to issue an order even if notice to stop harassing the plaintiff has not been issued to the defendant as described in Title 17‑A, section 506‑A, subsection 1, paragraph A, subparagraph (1), division (a) or subparagraph (3).
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[bookmark: _PAR__5_4e8d1bf0_52ae_45c0_a455_5ea1774b][bookmark: _LINE__9_0263a7a1_3c74_41ef_ae14_f339c7d][bookmark: _LINE__10_fda5796a_3e31_4ddd_b959_ed4d0a][bookmark: _LINE__11_0f1a740f_7991_4455_ac50_e2767d][bookmark: _LINE__12_add17365_1311_4019_bce3_c03c25][bookmark: _LINE__13_d862f2ea_a0f2_46cf_8c19_2667a8][bookmark: _LINE__14_80586a19_d1d2_4291_92fb_829591][bookmark: _LINE__15_24328205_a394_46a1_84ad_3fdd8b][bookmark: _LINE__16_00c75032_ba87_47dd_987f_bac142][bookmark: _LINE__17_9b50e6f0_27fa_4d10_99fd_141021][bookmark: _LINE__18_5545875b_cba7_47a1_a6ac_b0b124][bookmark: _LINE__19_2bb369a4_a62f_47b9_886d_a5b248][bookmark: _LINE__20_95f4b20d_6a6b_46f7_8418_1791b3][bookmark: _LINE__21_44df4d03_d742_463f_a327_591aeb][bookmark: _LINE__22_0ee44cc4_1f82_4231_a4de_5c9f5e][bookmark: _LINE__23_3f6373e0_2a70_4cc6_ae2a_888fc0][bookmark: _LINE__24_f904a8ad_39c4_4e89_a369_0ed1b2][bookmark: _LINE__25_fdfab41e_9d7b_4bd2_b428_fae45d]This bill prohibits an entity of the State from restricting a person's access to state property or services provided by the State or restricting a person from communicating with or through the entity for a period of more than 90 days unless certain conditions are met. It requires an entity of the State to include on a notice or communication restricting a person's access or communication the factual basis for the entity's decision. The bill requires an entity of the State seeking to extend or renew a restriction issued by notice or communication for more than 90 days to file, through the Department of Public Safety, Bureau of State Police, a complaint for protection from harassment and provide evidence to the court of the original notice or communication restricting the person from accessing state property or services provided by the State or restricting the person from communicating with or through the entity, along with the factual basis for the entity's original decision. The bill requires the court to prioritize complaints filed for protection from harassment that are unrelated to the extension or renewal of a restriction for more than 90 days.  The bill clarifies that an action brought by an entity of the State and filed by the Department of Public Safety, Bureau of State Police may be filed, heard and determined in any division of the District Court of the plaintiff's choice and that the court may direct a defendant to refrain from being in the vicinity of state property.
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