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L.D. 
An Act to Improve Access to Affordable Prescription Drugs in Underserved Areas
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_f07097aa_0c66_41f8_a022_a5eebb8b][bookmark: _LINE__3_ac1395c4_1ca8_4d81_bafa_df69f74][bookmark: _LINE__4_43c53a49_34de_4f24_80e1_90569b7][bookmark: _LINE__5_b37e8b3d_f455_4849_a461_1b3929b][bookmark: _LINE__6_dc85ce77_df49_4c49_8443_2eccf55]Whereas, the federal drug pricing program under Section 340B of the federal Public Health Service Act, 42 United States Code, Section 256b requires prescription drug manufacturers to offer discounted pricing to certain covered entities, including federally qualified health centers; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_80b1cc37_84ec_4e90_ab19_dcb1e36f][bookmark: _LINE__7_c874cc58_331f_4322_a5f3_4502cca][bookmark: _LINE__8_e6b37616_e3f4_40ae_a22c_3bfce91]Whereas, federally qualified health centers serve rural and other underserved areas, delivering health care that would otherwise be inaccessible to residents of those areas; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_8d48b869_5f73_4e2c_ba05_17b6b2ec][bookmark: _LINE__9_aab90b2b_8ef6_4dee_b1c9_9cf76e0][bookmark: _LINE__10_0cc8e3f8_a582_4f19_b4a4_de011a][bookmark: _LINE__11_4e6770bd_8eb8_4bca_aef2_c7db8b][bookmark: _LINE__12_eb5406ba_f0ad_4c71_9e44_674c19]Whereas, a crucial part of such health care is the provision of life-saving prescription drugs at affordable prices made possible by the 340B program, which also generates savings that federally qualified health centers must, as a matter of mission and federal law, use to reduce costs and improve access to services for patients of those health centers; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_3480d21c_705d_4a92_8b35_27994354][bookmark: _LINE__13_11563004_1646_45b9_8baa_8209bc][bookmark: _LINE__14_a4ba9393_d869_45f0_95b7_334cbd][bookmark: _LINE__15_d1f814ce_a949_452d_b632_ef22eb][bookmark: _LINE__16_15807eba_393b_4a2a_8b27_c3c70e]Whereas, prescription drug manufacturers have recently imposed conflicting and burdensome requirements for covered entities to obtain discounted pricing under the 340B program, depriving patients of access to affordable prescription drugs under the 340B program; and
[bookmark: _PAR__6_3103bc8e_1aa1_470c_8ba9_1bee7116][bookmark: _LINE__17_058aa06d_1b84_4329_9ed7_8e2481][bookmark: _LINE__18_4611b3a6_0306_44de_93fe_ba52f0][bookmark: _LINE__19_c175c27f_baf3_4f6b_8bdb_bd35f7]Whereas, the number of retail pharmacies and the hours of operation of retail pharmacies in underserved areas of the State have been dramatically reduced in recent years due to workforce challenges and other economic challenges; and
[bookmark: _PAR__7_878677a5_5891_4b9a_ab7d_b9123d6c][bookmark: _LINE__20_88276f55_577b_443d_919b_41900c][bookmark: _LINE__21_86bd281d_8a8b_4b6c_bb4d_a09f74][bookmark: _LINE__22_b3595011_7473_474f_b785_78951b][bookmark: _LINE__23_152c2010_9a14_4a98_8f40_06f723][bookmark: _LINE__24_876649e4_dbf1_4f7f_9a83_379940]Whereas, federally qualified health centers can compensate for the decline in availability of retail pharmacies and for the restrictive practices of prescription drug manufacturers only by developing or expanding their capacity to provide retail pharmacy services as part of their health center services, yet existing health center revenues and resources are insufficient to support such development and expansion; and
[bookmark: _PAR__8_fb1f048c_3336_47b5_a57e_d81a09e6][bookmark: _LINE__25_958ff9a8_a627_4649_82c1_495c7c][bookmark: _LINE__26_7b55c5ae_426b_4966_9a9b_c72355][bookmark: _LINE__27_833dc6b6_8d64_4c97_a1c9_7edcd4]Whereas, it is therefore essential to provide immediate funding support for federally qualified health centers to develop and expand retail pharmacy capacity in this State to address the critical shortage of access to affordable prescription drugs; and
[bookmark: _PAR__9_5f61f4b2_bfaf_4ee6_9436_5c9c563c][bookmark: _LINE__28_b75fa4f8_13ef_4481_856d_83e44b][bookmark: _LINE__29_c9f1eee8_486b_40f2_8378_786c5c][bookmark: _LINE__30_dd241e04_536d_4950_a72c_37fdfb][bookmark: _LINE__31_b6c52001_126f_4a54_9924_acfb96]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3eb88f2c_e335_49df_a691][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1e7c9c3e_4e05_4eab_a09a_6aca][bookmark: _PAR__12_d531ce2d_d78b_4235_a296_74d03b3][bookmark: _LINE__35_c1b49f2c_e632_4927_b013_57fd72][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3f142186_2acb_4506_86c][bookmark: _LINE__36_d5ab83e3_fb01_47cc_8f32_8ba9e8][bookmark: _LINE__37_2777c1b3_2842_4477_ac4e_a1d1bc][bookmark: _LINE__38_5c15e41c_efaa_4360_bf91_120275][bookmark: _LINE__39_bb7ece54_f53f_4373_b4f6_9c0921][bookmark: _LINE__40_c4893105_491c_46b9_9d4c_928b5e][bookmark: _LINE__41_9dd003d0_2acf_47d1_a209_bfc9fd][bookmark: _LINE__42_774ff5bf_6ea6_43be_8813_ac96da][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__da147e47_3b26_4c82_879d_20e][bookmark: _PAGE__2_f5274cce_af13_4b1b_9d96_a13ea44][bookmark: _PAR__1_d1cc332d_fc18_4703_9bb5_dfbb4fcd][bookmark: _LINE__1_f7249df2_815c_42a7_8a71_25a2912][bookmark: _LINE__2_42cd2075_cb4a_442e_bc3e_774854f][bookmark: _LINE__3_7e5c31be_b48d_4796_a56b_4286fa7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5c96093c_5d4d_4227_b5]B.  Six hundred ninety-nine thousand, one hundred fifty dollars in fiscal year 2001-02 to federally qualified health centers to support the infrastructure of these programs in providing primary care services to underserved populations.  Forty-four thousand, two hundred fifty dollars must be provided to each federally qualified health center with an additional $8,850 for the 2nd and each additional site operated by a federally qualified health center.  For the purposes of this paragraph, "site" means a site or sites operated by the federally qualified health center within its scope of service that meet all health center requirements, including providing primary care services, regardless of patients' ability to pay, 5 days a week with extended hours.  If there is not sufficient funding to meet the formula in this paragraph, the $699,150 must be allocated in proportion to the formula outlined in this paragraph; and
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__6db8023a_6ee3_4463_90c7_345][bookmark: _PAR__8_49a2fa2e_bd23_4640_81b9_2442a85f][bookmark: _LINE__22_f85d0a5c_8cb9_4786_a48b_19e0d1][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8c7297eb_b0bd_4aa2_af84][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__eda303f5_65f4_4a48_9b9][bookmark: _LINE__23_b07c6648_3209_4518_aee4_13272c][bookmark: _LINE__24_e6d7c7e6_f95f_4330_bdf4_03cb27][bookmark: _LINE__25_79984a10_2dae_4a38_8cb3_f69809][bookmark: _LINE__26_cff1cfd8_b276_4084_a9d4_66155b][bookmark: _LINE__27_23e1417d_2412_4ecc_9f24_8b5005](3) Expanding access to prescription drugs supplied by one or more federally qualified health centers, including without limitation by increasing the number of locations from which patients may obtain prescription drugs, improving existing pharmacy facilities, expanding the availability of automated pharmacy systems as defined in Title 32, section 13702-A, subsection 1 or addressing workforce issues related to pharmacy program planning and operation.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0d71b5cc_779e_4e43_8e25][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__d66b152a_76b4_463d_91bc_755][bookmark: _PAR__10_2d1f7720_62a0_4d39_9d06_02c8d61][bookmark: _LINE__29_ea6eeb03_f466_4849_9b23_7be3a5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__14cb210a_3760_4b50_8f][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ff2fccb0_2d93_4c00_aa][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bd64198e_92ac_42e1_916][bookmark: _LINE__30_c9b3e62f_8cf4_4c02_a92c_ced05f][bookmark: _LINE__31_32fe86c2_722c_4a10_a759_693bbd][bookmark: _LINE__32_4d462f23_b215_4d7a_9be0_4d2c60][bookmark: _LINE__33_2f3759a3_4834_42db_99c5_341b6a][bookmark: _LINE__34_42843c50_edc0_4d8f_94d0_8f1230][bookmark: _LINE__35_ff627ef4_0b81_4722_831f_7a279a][bookmark: _LINE__36_553668e3_982a_44d0_8dac_6c7d4f][bookmark: _LINE__37_659c6790_7369_49c7_b019_78d123][bookmark: _LINE__38_cfd625b5_4053_488c_9aaf_105083][bookmark: _LINE__39_4ed466d8_d8d7_402e_a6df_0274a5][bookmark: _LINE__40_40d74836_cb97_4e29_8030_f594ce][bookmark: _LINE__41_ce708df0_6e3b_4907_a324_2fb19e]4.  Allocation of pharmacy services support funding.  Each federally qualified health center may apply for funds made available pursuant to subsection 1, paragraph E by providing the department with a budget and plan for developing or improving pharmacy services and access to affordably priced prescription drugs for its patients.  The department shall allocate available funds equitably among all applicants based on the cost-effectiveness and feasibility of the proposed development or improvement of patient access to affordably priced prescription drugs and the availability of other pharmacy services in the areas served by a federally qualified health center applying for funds.  In developing criteria for awarding available funds, the department shall consult with and consider the recommendations of a statewide association of federally qualified health centers. Any available funds not awarded in fiscal year 2026-27 must be deposited in a nonlapsing account from which awards may be made in subsequent fiscal periods for the purposes set forth in subsection 1, paragraph E.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__2b729742_12af][bookmark: _PAR__2_deaf5fd9_f42d_43b9_8549_424f8850][bookmark: _LINE__3_c2f5be08_f983_4d69_a9a7_9ecf97f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__5aca9344_0e19_4014][bookmark: _LINE__4_16bff4ce_53f4_40bb_a2fb_dd1b14f][bookmark: _LINE__5_cdfbf821_53ad_411a_856a_5365c44][bookmark: _LINE__6_c45a97aa_3b72_4c8d_85fa_b938473][bookmark: _LINE__7_04e750ee_04c3_4032_b4ea_3dab0ec][bookmark: _LINE__8_432326a9_1418_45d6_982a_0cc4b7b][bookmark: _LINE__9_fcf5efdb_a992_4658_b285_bd2b57c][bookmark: _LINE__10_58e3fe02_3fe6_4a07_853c_73f990][bookmark: _LINE__11_90161e55_308f_4067_afd7_03827a][bookmark: _LINE__12_6d82c771_fb9c_42f0_b328_53741d][bookmark: _LINE__13_5a677972_8291_4a1d_8e17_e04806]Sec. 5. Implementation.  The Department of Health and Human Services shall publish a schedule and instructions for the content of applications and criteria for determining awards for the pharmacy services support program described in this legislation.  The department's schedule must ensure that initial awards of funding be made no later than December 15, 2026 and must ensure that applicants have no less than 60 days to prepare and submit applications after instructions for the content of applications and criteria for selection have been published. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the department shall ensure that a majority of the persons selected to evaluate the applications have substantial training or experience in the operation and management of a federally qualified health center by including among those evaluating the applications volunteers recommended by a statewide association of federally qualified health centers.
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[bookmark: _PAR__6_072d07ab_39e9_4697_a441_1d29b040][bookmark: _LINE__18_de56a7f3_a8ce_498e_9cd0_c91ba7][bookmark: _LINE__19_50edc442_f31b_40f7_a07a_9b4b44][bookmark: _LINE__20_0a4e4148_881a_49a7_b8a7_b5e457][bookmark: _LINE__21_aea6e8e4_034e_48c7_a14c_985f63]Initiative: Provides one-time funding for the Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention to support federally qualified health centers in developing and expanding pharmacy services and access to affordably priced prescription drugs for the patients of such health centers.
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_610b85f1_14db_4aad_95f6_cfb7d14][bookmark: _LINE__29_ad971cbf_1345_4614_a0da_f0d94a][bookmark: _LINE__30_e4fa5510_4ae2_4d05_b821_483cb0][bookmark: _LINE__31_78e7b11c_69d3_4544_b996_5fed2d][bookmark: _LINE__32_db8e24e1_b69d_469f_992e_59e068][bookmark: _LINE__33_99fbca25_eade_4117_b59a_b8aac2][bookmark: _LINE__34_b545e0a7_ee21_46c1_bf60_08b2fb][bookmark: _LINE__35_db944ee9_2681_4e09_bd46_49fc12][bookmark: _LINE__36_98881106_e6e5_4cf2_b345_8bacb3][bookmark: _LINE__37_d36d3984_ffda_467b_b707_813dd4]This bill directs the Department of Health and Human Services to provide support for federally qualified health centers to develop or expand the centers' capacity to provide access to affordably priced prescription drugs to patients by increasing the centers' ability to deliver pharmacy services to those patients.  The bill provides one-time funding of $4,000,000 in fiscal year 2026-27 for that purpose.  The bill provides that initial awards of funding must be made by December 15, 2026 and that the selection process must be performed by an evaluation team, the majority of whose members must be persons with training or experience in the operation and management of federally qualified health centers.
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