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COMMITTEE ON ENERGY, UTILITIES AND TECHNOLOGY 
 
 

                  MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Senator Margaret Rotundo, Senate Chair 

  Representative Drew Gattine, House Chair 

  Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs  

 

FROM:  Senator Mark W. Lawrence, Senate Chair 

  Representative Melanie F. Sachs, House Chair 

  Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology 

 

DATE:  March 12, 2025 

 

SUBJ:  Biennial budget recommendations 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

On March 3, March 6, and March 12, 2025, the Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and 

Technology (EUT) reviewed the budget items in the Governor’s proposed biennial budget, as considered 

in LD 210, pertaining to the agencies and programs under its jurisdiction.  

 

The votes of the committee members who recorded votes on the budget items presented are listed on the 

attached OFPR worksheet. The initials of those members who voted after the final work session are 

identified with an asterisk. This memo includes an overview of the voting results for each initiative and 

describes any amendments recommended by the committee.  

 

I. Department of Energy Resources and related Governor’s Energy Office Initiatives 

For initiatives related to the creation of the Department of Energy Resources, listed below, those 

committee members present at the final work session1 unanimously voted to recommend deferring any 

action on these initiatives until such time that the committee has been able to consider this issue in a 

stand-alone bill. The committee understands that a stand-alone bill will be coming to the committee and it 

will provide an opportunity to have a full public hearing, which will include the provision of notice to 

EUT interested parties. The members believe that the creation of a new department raises important 

policy concerns and they would like the benefit of receiving public comment through a public hearing on 

an LD. The committee intends to provide recommendations to the Appropriations Committee when it has 

been able to consider the stand-alone bill.  

 

▪ Within the proposed Department of Energy Resources: Ref# 1214, Ref# 1216, Ref# 1218, Ref# 

1220, Ref# 1222, Ref# 1223, Ref# 1225, Ref# 1227); 

                                                 
1 Those present for this vote: Sen. Grohoski and Reps. Sachs, Foster, Kessler, McIntyre, Runte, Wadsworth, Webb, 

and Warren. Senator Lawrence was not present for the vote; however, he voted after the meeting to support this 

recommendation. Senator Harrington and Representative Paul voted after the meeting and voted in opposition to the 

inclusion of the initiatives listed in this section and language part in the biennial budget.  
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▪ Language Part LL; and  

▪ Within the Governor’s Energy Office: Ref# 1431, Ref# 1433, Ref# 1435, Ref# 1437, Ref# 1439, 

Ref# 1440, Ref# 1442, Ref# 1444 

 

II. Governor's Energy Office Initiatives  

  

Governor's Energy Office 

Ref# 1419 7 in / 5 out  

Ref# 1420 11 in / 1 out 

Ref# 1422 7 in / 5 out 

Ref# 1423 12 in / 0 out 

Ref# 1425 7 in / 5 out 

Ref# 1427 7 in / 5 out 

Ref# 1429 7 in with amendment (see note below) / 5 out 

Ref# 1430 7 in / 5 out 

Ref# 1431 

See Part I 

Ref# 1433 

Ref# 1435 

Ref# 1437 

Ref# 1439 

Ref# 1440 

Ref# 1442 

Ref# 1444 

Ref# 1445 4 in with amendment (see note below) / 8 out 

 

Reference # 1429. For this reference number, a majority of the members supported amending the 

initiative to a one-time appropriation of $2M over the biennium.  

 

Reference # 1445. For this reference number, a minority of the members supported amendment the 

initiative to a one-time appropriation of $1M over the biennium.  

 

III. Office of the Public Advocate Initiatives 

  

Office of the Public Advocate 
Ref# 1409 7 in / 5 out 
Ref# 1410 7 in / 5 out 
Ref# 1411 12 in / 0 out 

 

IV. Public Utilities Commission Initiatives 

 

Public Utilities Commission - Emergency Services Communication Bureau 

Ref# 3068 7 in / 5 out 

Ref# 3069 12 in / 0 out 

Ref# 3070 12 in / 0 out 
 

Public Utilities Commission Public Utilities – Administrative Division 

Ref# 3062 7 in / 5 out 
Ref# 3063 12 in/ 0 out 
Ref# 3064 7 in / 5 out 

 

Attached is the AFA Report-back indicating the Committee’s votes on all individual initiatives.  Please let 

us know if we can provide any additional information or assistance in connection with these 

recommendations.  
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Enc. 

cc: Members, Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs 

 Members, Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology 
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