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Members of the Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

DATE: March 5, 2026

RE: Supplemental Budget (LD 2212) Recommendations

The Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry Committee is pleased to submit the following report (see
attached) for the proposed supplemental budget initiatives under the Committee’s jurisdiction for fiscal
years ending 2026 and 2027. The Committee voted unanimously in favor all initiatives and language
parts with the following exceptions.

e Upon the recommendation of the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry (ACF),
the Committee voted in opposition to Section V-1 and in favor of Section V-2 under Language
Part V and voted in opposition to Language Part Z.

e A majority of the Committee voted in favor of Language Part F as amended (see attached). A
minority report for Language Part F as amended is also attached.

While the Committee voted unanimously in favor of Language Part AA, there is pending legislation
(LD 2118) which will impact sections AA-2 and AA-3. Recently, the Committee voted unanimously
“ought to pass as amended” on LD 2118, which moves the Natural Areas Program from the
Department of ACF to the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife (IFW). Sections AA-2 and
AA-3 authorize the Department of ACF to transfer Personal Services (if available) to the All Other line
category for initiatives related to the Natural Areas Program. If LD 2118 moves forward and is
enacted, the Committee recommends that the language related to fiscal year 2027 be included in the
Department of IFW portions of the budget rather than the Department of ACF portions of the budget.
State fiscal year 2026 language provisions are accurate since the Natural Areas Program is currently
within the Department of ACF; however, failure to include similar language in the Department of IFW
portion of the budget for state fiscal year 2027 would leave these initiatives unaddressed for the
program.
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Finally, the Committee would like to express our strong support of Language Part S within the
Department of Administrative and Financial Services to support the Department of ACF’s geographic
information systems environment. Language Part S is under the jurisdiction of the State and Local
Government Committee.

Thank you for your consideration. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.

& Members, Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs
Members, Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry
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Sec. A-2. Appropriations and allocations. The following appropriations and allocations are made.

AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY, DEPARTMENT OF

Bureau of Agriculture 0393

Initiative: Continues one limited-period Contract/Grant Manager position previously continued by Financial Order CV0824
F6 to create sustained capacity within the Bureau to administer both one-time and ongoing financial assistance programs.
This position will end on June 19, 2027.

Ref. #: 40 One Time Committee Vote: il\\ _1 ; O AFA Vote:
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27
Personal Services $0 $0 $67,698
All Other $0 $0 $3,388
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL $0 $0 $71,086
Justification:

Resolves 2025, chapter 26 (LD 606) and the Final Report of the Dairy Task Force are just two recent examples of calls

for the Bureau of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources to simplify and make more accessible its financial assistance
programs. There is currently only one permanent grants management position in a bureau that regularly administers at
least five annual grant programs and is often tasked with deploying various pots of one-time funding. Ongoing staffing for
contract and grants management will ensure optimal internal procedures, stakeholder service, and metrics tracking.

Bureau of Agriculture 0393

Initiative: Transfers funding from fiscal year 2026-27 to fiscal year 2025-26 for equipment upgrades at the Milk Quality
Laboratory.

Ref. #: 41 One Time Committee Vote: ‘K N _l, - (-) AFA Vote:
GENERAL FUND 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27
Capital Expenditures $0 $75,000 ($75,000)
GENERAL FUND TOTAL 30 $75,000 ($75,000)
Justification:

Public Law 2025, chapter 388 appropriated funds to replace a somatic cell counter for the Milk Quality Laboratory in
FY27. The current equipment is failing and needs to be replaced as soon as possible to avoid expensive repair costs.

DACF Administration 0401

Initiative: Provides funding for the approved range change of one Natural Resource Marketing and Economic Development
Specialist position from range 32 to range 35, retroactive to August 4, 2023.

Ref. #: 43 Committee Vote: | —i - (\\ AFA Vote:

GENERAL FUND 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27

LR3049(1) - App-Alloc (ACF) Part A Sec. 2
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Personal Services $0 $22,533 $23,421

GENERAL FUND TOTAL $0 $22,533 $23,421

Notes:

Not Part of the Public Hearing. Policy Committees need not make a recommendation on approved Reclassification,
Reorganization and Range Change initiatives.

Justification:
This employee-initiated reclassification was approved by the Bureau of Human Resources on October 1, 2025. The
retroactive costs associated with this range change are in initiative F-B-7088,

Division of Forest Protection Z232

Initiative: Provides funding for the approved reorganization of 3 Forest Fire Prevention Specialist positions from range 24
to range 26. This initiative also provides funding for related All Other costs.

Ref. #: 53 Committee Vote: | \\| |- () AFA Vote:
GENERAL FUND 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27
Personal Services $0 $0 $23,752
GENERAL FUND TOTAL $0 50 $23,752
Ref. #: 54 Committee Vote: I N ( g L) AFA Vote:
FEDERAL EXPENDITURES FUND 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27
Personal Services $0 $0 $9,302
All Other $0 $0 $312
FEDERAL EXPENDITURES FUND TOTAL $0 $0 $9.614
Notes:

Not Part of the Public Hearing. Policy Committees need not make a recommendation on approved Reclassification,
Reorganization and Range Change initiatives.

Justification:
This management-initiated reorganization was approved by the Bureau of Human Resources on January 5, 2026.

Forest Resource Management 7233

Initiative: Transfers one Senior Planner position (Landowner Outreach) from Federal Expenditure Fund to General Fund
within the same program.

Ref. #: 56 Committee Vote: T N _[ O AFA Vote:

GENERAL FUND 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27

LR3049(1) - App-Alloc (ACF) Part A Sec. 2
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POSITIONS - LEGISLATIVE COUNT 0.000 0.000 1.000

Personal Services $0 $0 $131,964

GENERAL FUND TOTAL $0 %0 $131,964
Ref. #: 57 Committee Vote: I N 1 -0 AFA Vote:

FEDERAL EXPENDITURES FUND 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27
POSITIONS - LEGISLATIVE COUNT 0.000 0.000 (1.000)
Personal Services $0 $0 ($131,964)
All Other $0 $0 ($6,605)

FEDERAL EXPENDITURES FUND TOTAL 30 50 (5138.569)

Justification:

The Landowner Outreach Forester coordinates programs to serve family woodland owners, one of MFS's core mandated
audiences, along with consulting foresters, logging enterprises and mills. Federal Forest Stewardship funds have
supported this position and program activities for decades. Activities include education, technical assistance, and
administering >$9 million in landowner incentives with minimal outside program funds. Core federal Stewardship
program funds have been cut in half for FY2025 and proposed for elimination in FY2026. Securing this position for the

future is a critical need for our agency.

Forest Resource Management Z233

Initiative: Transfers one Resource Management Coordinator position (Urban & Community Forestry Program Coordinator)

from Federal Expenditures Fund to General Fund within the same program.

Ref. #: 58

GENERAL FUND
POSITIONS - LEGISLATIVE COUNT

Personal Services

GENERAL FUND TOTAL

Ref. #: 59

FEDERAL EXPENDITURES FUND
POSITIONS - LEGISLATIVE COUNT
Personal Services
All Other

FEDERAL EXPENDITURES FUND TOTAL

Committee Vote:

Committee Vote:

LR3049(1) - App-Alloc (ACF) Part A Sec. 2

N 1-0 AFA Vote:
2024-25 2025-26 2026-27
0.000 0.000 1.000
$0 $0  $134,596
$0 $0  $134,596
LY ( AFA Vote:
2024-25 2025-26 2026-27
0.000 0.000 (1.000)
$0 $0  ($134,596)
$0 $0 ($6,737)
$0 S0 ($141,333)
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Justification:

The Urban & Community Forestry Program Coordinator manages programs to serve municipalities and community
groups, which are among MFS's core mandated audiences. The position is also the primary point of contact for licensed
arborists and utilities. Federal program funds have supported this position and program activities for decades. Activities
include education, technical assistance, and administering >$3 million in subgrants, with minimal attendant program
funds. Core federal UCF program funds have been reduced for FY2025 and proposed for elimination in FY2026.
Securing this position for the future is a critical need for our agency.

Forest Resource Management Z233

Initiative: Reallocates the cost of one Entomologist II position from 50% General Fund and 50% Federal Expenditures Fund
to 100% General Fund within the same program.

Ref. #: 60 Committee Vote: —_\ N —l- 0 AFA Vote:
GENERAL FUND 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27
Personal Services $0 $13,154 $55,059
GENERAL FUND TOTAL $0 $13,154 $55,059
Ref. #: 61 Committee Vote: | ] |- AFA Vote:
FEDERAL EXPENDITURES FUND 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27
Personal Services $0 ($13,154) ($55,059)
All Other $0 ($659) ($2,756)
FEDERAL EXPENDITURES FUND TOTAL $0 ($13,813) (857,815)
Justification:

This position is the lead on response to browntail moth, winter moth and southern pine beetle, is a forest health collection
manager and contributes significantly to technical support for constituents. Federal core funding for forest health that
supports this position is not secured beyond federal FY 2025.

Forest Resource Management Z233

Initiative: Reallocates the cost of one Natural Resource Pathologist position from 80% General Fund and 20% Federal
Expenditures Fund to 100% General Fund within the same program.

Ref. #: 62 Committee Vote: 1 N -0 AFA Vote:
GENERAL FUND 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27
Personal Services $0 $6,271 $26,157
GENERAL FUND TOTAL $0 $6,271 $26,157
Ref. #: 63 Committee Vote: | [N\ | O AFA Vote:
FEDERAL EXPENDITURES FUND 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27

LR3049(1) - App-Alloc (ACF) Part A Sec. 2
ACF -4 of 19



LD 2212 - ACF REPORT BACK

Personal Services 30 ($6,271) ($26,157)

All Other $0 ($314) ($1,310)
FEDERAL EXPENDITURES FUND TOTAL $0 ($6,585) ($27,467)
Justification:

This position is the sole forest/ornamental tree pathologist (specialist in tree disease including impacts from abiotic
factors such as weather and chemicals) employed in the state/extension system and has responsibility for running the
FHM pathology program. In addition, it provides detailed technical support for clientele for all tree-disease related
conditions including well-known conditions like beech leaf disease and other conditions. Federal core funding for forest
health that supports this position is not secured beyond federal FY 2025.

Geology and Resource Information Z237

Initiative: Increases legislative count for one Senior Planner position.

Ref. #:64 Committee Vote: T N 1-0 AFA Vote:
GENERAL FUND 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27
POSITIONS - LEGISLATIVE COUNT 0.000 0.000 1.000
GENERAL FUND TOTAL 30 30 0

Harness Racing Commission 0320

Initiative: Provides funding to align allocations with projected expenditures and available resources.

Ref. #: 38 Committee Vote: | N [ () AFA Vote:
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27
All Other $0  ($1,330,589) ($872,337)
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL $0  ($1,330,589)  ($872,337)
Justification:

This initiative provides funding to align allocations with projected expenditures and available resources.

Land Management and Planning Z239

Initiative: Reallocates the cost of one Director Real Property Management position from 50% Other Special Revenue Funds
in the Land Management and Planning program and 50% General Fund in the Parks - General Operations program to 100%
General Fund in the Parks - General Operations program.

Ref. #: 65 Committee Vote: 1‘\] k( - O AFA Vote:

OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27

LR3049(1) - App-Alloc (ACF) Part A Sec. 2
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Personal Services $0 ($14,259) ($61,842)

All Other $0 ($635) ($2,754)
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL S0 (314,894)  ($64,596)
Justification:

This request aligns position funding with position responsibilities while also recognizing significantly diminished funding
within the Public Lands account due to the overall downturn in timber revenue.

Land Management and Planning Z239

Initiative: Reallocates the cost of one Director Bureau of Parks and Lands position from 50% Other Special Revenue Funds
in the Land Management and Planning program and 50% General Fund in the Parks - General Operations program to 100%
General Fund in the Parks - General Operations program.

Ref. #: 66 Committee Vote: | N | () AFA Vote:
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27
Personal Services $0 ($28,585) ($119,000)
All Other $0 ($1,273) ($5,298)
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL 80 (329,858)  ($124,298)
Justification:

This request aligns position funding with position responsibilities of the Bureau Director while also recognizing
significantly diminished funding within the Public Lands account due to the overall downturn in timber revenue.

Land Management and Planning Z239

Initiative: Provides one-time funding for Public Lands operational expenses.

Ref. #: 67 One Time Committee Vote: |\ (\] ~|-() AFA Vote:
GENERAL FUND 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27
All Other $0  $2,250,000 $0
GENERAL FUND TOTAL $0  $2,250,000 $0
Justification:

The Public Reserved Lands Management Fund is experiencing serious financial distress due to a dramatic decline in state
and regional timber markets. When coupled with austerity level operating budget, this request would keep operations for
both harvesting and recreational activities solvent through fiscal year 2026-27, while we continue to evaluate timber
markets and their economic impacts.

Land Management and Planning Z.239

LR3049(1) - App-Alloc (ACF) Part A Sec. 2
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Initiative: Provides funding for the approved reorganization of one Senior Technician position to a Lead Technician
position. This initiative also provides funding for related All Other costs.

Ref. #: 68 Committee Vote: I N 7 O AFA Vote:
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27
Personal Services $0 $0 $11,536
All Other $0 $0 $514
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL $0 $0 $12,050
Notes:

Not Part of the Public Hearing. Policy Committees need not make a recommendation on approved Reclassification,
Reorganization and Range Change initiatives.

Justification:
This management-initiated reorganization was approved by the Bureau of Human Resources on January 6, 2026.

Milk Commission 0188

Initiative: Provides funding to align allocations with projected expenditures and available resources.

Ref. #: 33 Committee Vote: t\’ W 7‘\ -() AFA Vote:
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27
All Other $0 $5,674,198 ($1,654,305)
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL $0 $5,674,198  ($1,654,305)
Justification:

This initiative provides funding to align allocations with projected expenditures and available resources.

Off-Road Recreational Vehicles Program 7224

Initiative: Provides funding to align allocations with projected expenditures and available resources.

Ref. #: 49 Committee Vote: | [\| | -( ) AFA Vote:
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27
All Other $0 $803,132 $804,726
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL 50 $803.132  $804.726

LR3049(1) - App-Alloc (ACF) Part A Sec. 2
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Justification:
This initiative provides funding to align allocations with projected expenditures and available resources.

Parks - General Operations 7221

Initiative: Reallocates the cost of one Director Real Property Management position from 50% Other Special Revenue Funds
in the Land Management and Planning program and 50% General Fund in the Parks - General Operations program to 100%
General Fund in the Parks - General Operations program.

Ref. #: 46 Committee Vote: | |\| 1 -0 AFA Vote:
GENERAL FUND 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27
Personal Services $0 $14,259 $61,842
GENERAL FUND TOTAL $0 $14,259 $61,842
Justification:

This request aligns position funding with position responsibilities while also recognizing significantly diminished funding
within the Public Lands account due to the overall downturn in timber revenue.

Parks - General Operations Z221

Initiative: Reallocates the cost of one Director Bureau of Parks and Lands position from 50% Other Special Revenue Funds
in the Land Management and Planning program and 50% General Fund in the Parks - General Operations program to 100%
General Fund in the Parks - General Operations program.

Ref. #: 47 Committee Vote: T‘\J -'[ J(] AFA Vote:
GENERAL FUND 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27
Personal Services $0 $28,585 $119,000
GENERAL FUND TOTAL $0 $28,585 $119,000
Justification:

This request aligns position funding with position responsibilities of the Bureau Director while also recognizing
significantly diminished funding within the Public Lands account due to the overall downturn in timber revenue.

Pesticides Control - Board of 0287

Initiative: Transfers one Environmental Specialist III position and reallocates the cost from 50% Federal Expenditures Fund
and 50% Other Special Revenue Funds to 100% Other Special Revenue Funds within the same program.

Ref. #: 35 Committee Vote: "\ [\ "lk 0 AFA Vote:

FEDERAL EXPENDITURES FUND 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27

LR3049(1) - App-Alloc (ACF) Part A Sec. 2
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POSITIONS - LEGISLATIVE COUNT 0.000 (1.000) (1.000)

Personal Services $0 ($14,399) ($60,003)

All Other $0 ($721) ($3,004)

FEDERAL EXPENDITURES FUND TOTAL $0 ($15.120) _ (363,007)
Ref. #: 36 Committee Vote: | N 1-O AFA Vote:

OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27
POSITIONS - LEGISLATIVE COUNT 0.000 1.000 1.000
Personal Services $0 $14,399 $60,003
All Other $0 $721 $3,004

OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL $0 $15.120 $63.007

Justification:

This initiative will align work effort with appropriate funding.

AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY, DEPARTMENT OF

DEPARTMENT TOTALS 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27
GENERAL FUND $0  $2,409,802 $500,791
FEDERAL EXPENDITURES FUND $0 ($35,518)  ($418,577)
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS $0  $5,117,109 ($1,764,667)

DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS $0  $7,491,393 ($1,682,453)

LR3049(1) - App-Alloc (ACF) Part A Sec. 2
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Sec. A-15. Appropriations and allocations. The following appropriations and allocations are made.

FINANCE AUTHORITY OF MAINE

Dairy Improvement Fund Z143

Initiative: Reduces funding to align allocations with projected expenditures and available resources.

Ref. #: 284 Committee Vote: "\ \\| 7| -() AFA Vote:

OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27
All Other $0 ($15,818) ($31,944)

OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL $0 ($15,818) ($31,944)

Justification:

This initiative provides funding to align allocations with projected expenditures and available resources.

FINANCE AUTHORITY OF MAINE

DEPARTMENT TOTALS 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS $0 ($15,818) ($31,944)

DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS $0 ($15,818) ($31,944)

LR3049(1) - App-Alloc (ACF) Part A Sec. 15
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Sec. B-1. Appropriations and allocations. The following appropriations and allocations are made.
AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY, DEPARTMENT OF

DACF Administration 0401

Initiative: RECLASSIFICATIONS

Ref. #: 44 One Time Committee Vote: AFA Vote:
GENERAL FUND 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27
Personal Services $0 $42. 487 $0
All Other $0 ($42.,487) $0
GENERAL FUND TOTAL $0 $0 $0
Notes:

Not Part of the Public Hearing. Policy Committees need not make a recommendation on approved Reclassification,
Reorganization and Range Change initiatives.

AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY, DEPARTMENT OF

DEPARTMENT TOTALS 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27
GENERAL FUND $0 $0 $0
DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS $0 $0 $0

LR3049(1) - App-Alloc (ACF) Part B Sec. 1
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Language Parts
Part F-1 (see pg: 13)
Part U (see pg: 13)
Part V (see pg: 14)
Part W (see pg: 15)
Part X (see pg: 16)
Part Y (see pg: 16)
Part Z (see pg: 17)

Part AA (see pg: 17)
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PARTE \_)r,{ (lst\fl(\ (‘M&‘\\ \

Sec. F-1. 5 MRSA §1532, sub-§9, is amended to read: TJL\B()( oond eonno ‘1 \ ’l‘
=

9. Emergency fundi?fgior nonprofit food banks. D{fring a state of emergency declared in (((J
accordance with Title 37B, section 742, subsection Iffhat exceeds 10 days, the Governor, in
accordance with rules adopted by the Commlssuér of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry,
may distribute up to $400,;0604,000 000 @pm the stabilization fund to nonprofit entities, including
food banks, food pantries and soup kitchens, that provide or distribute food to low-income,
indigent or unemployed individualsor households without charge. The Commissioner of
Agriculture, Conservation and/F(Jrestry shall adopt rules to prescribe the manner in which the
funds distributed under thl}xSleSGCtl()n must be disbursed: The commissioner may leverage funds
distributed under this subisection to match any relevant federal funding available for qualifying
food programs in the-State. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as
described in chapter 375, subchapter 2A. The Governor may not suspend under Title 37B, section
742, subsection 1, paragraph C, subparagraph (1) rules adopted under this subsection.

PART F
SUMMARY

>

This Part changes the amount to $4,000,000 that the Governor, during a declared state of
emergency, in accordance with rules adopted by the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and
Forestry, may distribute from the stabilization fund to nonprofit entities, including food banks, food
pantries and soup kitchens, that proyide or distribute food to low-income, indigent or unemployed
individuals or households, without charge. Addztzonally, this Part authorizes that the Governor,
during a declared state of emergency, may distribute from-the stabilization fund up to $1,500,000 to
Maine State Housing Authority for administration of benefit payments for emergency heating
assistance, without charge. [Note this is F-2 which is under HED]

PART U

Sec. U-1. 7 MRSA §220-A, as amended by PL 2025, c. 388, Pt. TT, §1, is further amended
to read:

Subchapter 4: Farmers Drought Relief Grant Resilience Program
§220-A. Farmers Drought Relief-Grant Resilience Program

1. Grant program established. The Farmers Drought Relief Grant Resilience Program,
referred to in this section as "the program," is established in the department to assist
farmers in the State to overcome the adverse effects of drought conditions by providing
grants in accordance with this section.

ACF -13 of 19
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2. Eligibility. A farmer in the State may apply for a grant under the program if the farmer
needs to establish a source for irrigation water to alleviate the risk of crop losses due to
drought. The source for irrigation water must be sustainable, environmentally sound and
affordable.

3. Farmers Drought Relief-Grant Resilience Program Fund. The Farmers Drought
Relief-Grant Resilience Program Fund is established as a nonlapsing fund to provide
funding to achieve the purposes of the program. The fund consists of any funds received
from private and public sources. The fund must be held separate and apart from all other
money, funds and accounts. Any balance remaining in the fund at the end of any fiscal
year must be carried forward to the next fiscal year.

4. Rules. The department shall adopt rules to implement the program. The rules must
include grant eligibility requirements, grant application and award procedures and grant
funding limits. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as
defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2A.

PART U
SUMMARY

This Part changes the name of the Farmers Drought Relief Grant Program to the Farmers
Drought Resilience Program in statute,

PART V

Sec. V-1. 12 MRSA §1\849 sub-§2, as amended by PL 2021/9/5?8 Pt. W, §1 is further

amended to read: /

:i
:D
D
:l
:l
!

-
-
-]
[amw]
o
L
ap}
)

Sec. V-2. 12 MRSA §1849, sub-§2, YA and {B, are enacted to read:

A. Conservation Easement Trust Established: The Public Reserved Lands Conservation
Easement Trust Fund, referred to in this section as ‘“‘the easement trust.” is a state-held trust and shall
be maintained by the Treasurer in accordance with Title 5, Section 138, and established as an account
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within the Land Management and Planning program. The easement trust is a nonlapsing, dedicated

fund to be used only to monitor and defend conservation easements held by the Bureau of Parks and
Lands. The director may accept funds from any source and may accept gifts in trust to be credited
to the easement trust. Interest earned on investments in the easement trust must be credited to the
easement trust. The director may use interest and earnings from the easement trust for purposes
stated above. Principal from the fund may only be used with the approval of the Treasurer for

extenuating circumstances, including legal defense.

B. Land Management Trust Established: The Public Reserved Lands Management Trust
Fund, referred to in this section as “the land management trust.” is a state-held trust and shall be
maintained by the Treasurer in accordance with Title 5, Section 138. The land management trust is
a nonlapsing, dedicated fund to be used only for the management of Public Reserved Lands to which
the State holds fee title or a tenancy in common. The director may accept funds from any source and
may accept gifts in trust to be credited to the land management trust. Interest earned on investments
in the land management trust must be credited to the land management trust. The director may use
interest and earnings from the land management trust for purposes stated above. When the Public
Lands Management Fund balance is above $5.000,000, the Bureau may temporarily invest those
funds above $5,000,000 in the land management trust with the Treasurer of the State. Principal from
the fund may only be used at the request of the director and approval of the Commissioner, after
consultation with the Treasurer.

PART YV
SUMMARY

This part creates two new trusts within the Land Management and Planning program to
enable the investment of funds to provide perpetual funding for conservation easement monitoring
and enforcement and to enable strategic investment of funds for a balance of growth and liquidity as
agreed on by the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, and Treasury Departments.

PART W

Sec. W-1. Carrying provision; Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry,
Bureau of Agriculture. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, at the end of
fiscal year 2025-26, the State Controller shall carry forward any unexpended balance remaining of
the $500,000 appropriated in Public Law 2021, chapter 635, in the Department of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Agriculture program, General Fund account, All Other line
category to the next fiscal year to be used for replacement of the feed, seed, and fertilizer database.

PART W
SUMMARY
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This Part authorizes the State Controller to carry forward up to $500,000 of unexpended
balance in the All Other line category in the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry,
Bureau of Agriculture program, at the end of fiscal year 2025-26 to the All Other line category for
the next fiscal year in the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of
Agriculture program, to be used to replace the feed, seed, and fertilizer database.

PART X

Sec. X-1. Carrying provision; Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry,
Bureau of Agriculture. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, at the end of
fiscal year 2025-26, the State Controller shall carry forward any unexpended balance remaining of
the $1,500,000 appropriated in Public Law 2023, chapter 412, in the Department of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Agriculture program, General Fund account, Capital
Expenditures line category to the next fiscal year to be used for replacement of the licensing and
inspection database.

PART X
SUMMARY

This Part authorizes the State Controller to carry forward up to $1,500,000 of unexpended
balance in the Capital Expenditures line category in the Department of Agriculture, Conservation
and Forestry, Bureau of Agriculture program, at the end of fiscal year 2025-26 to the Capital
Expenditures line category for the next fiscal year in the Department of Agriculture, Conservation
and Forestry, Bureau of Agriculture program, to be used to replace the licensing and inspection
database.

PART Y

Sec. Y-1. Carrying provision; Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry,
Bureau of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources. Notwithstanding any other provision of law
to the contrary, at the end of fiscal year 2025-26, the State Controller shall carry forward any
unexpended balance remaining of the $750,000 appropriated in Public Law 2023, chapter 412, in
the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Agriculture program, General
Fund account, Capital Expenditures line category to the next fiscal year to be used to upgrade the
Cony Road facility in Augusta.

PART Y
SUMMARY

This Part authorizes the State Controller to carry forward up to $750,000 of unexpended
balance in the Capital Expenditures line category in the Department of Agriculture, Conservation
and Forestry, Bureau of Agriculture program, at the end of fiscal year 2025-26 to the Capital
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Expenditures line category for the next fiscal year in the Department of Agriculture, Conservation
and Forestry, Bureau of Agriculture program, to be used to upgrade the Cony Road facility in
Augusta.

PART Z

Sec. Z-1. Carrying provision; Department of Agriculture, Conse;vation and Forestry,
Parks — General Operations. Notwithstanding any other provision of layfo the contrary, the State
Controller shall carry forward any.unexpended balance remaining Qf/fhe $1,000,000 appropriated
for capital infrastructure improvements to Telos Dam, in_tHe Department of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry, Parks - General Operations praﬁtn, General Fund account, Capital
Expenditures line category to the next ﬁsc\él‘.year to be used/for capital infrastructure improvements
to Telos Dam in the Allagash Wilderness Wafe(way.

2N\
PARTZ
_SUMMARY
e pY

7 b
y

This Part authorizes the State Controller to carry fofw,z;l_rd up to $1,000,000 of unexpended
balance in the Capital Expenditufes line category in the Department of Agriculture, Conservation
and Forestry, Parks — Generdl Operations program at the end of ‘each fiscal year to the Capital
Expenditures line category for the next fiscal year in the Department of Agriculture, Conservation
and Forestry, Parks — GGéneral Operations program to be used for capital infrastructure improvements
to Telos Dam in the/Allagash Wilderness Waterway.

PART AA

Sec. AA-1. Transfer of Personal Services balances to All Other; Department of
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary,
for fiscal year 2025-26, the Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry is authorized to
transfer up to $46,024 and for fiscal year 2026-27, the Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and
Forestry is authorized to transfer up to $48,000, of available balance of Personal Services
appropriations after all salary, benefit and other obligations are met, to the All Other line category
of the Maine Conservation Corps program for the purpose of funding four vehicle leases. These
amounts may be transferred by financial order upon the recommendation of the State Budget Officer
and approval of the Governor. These transfers are not considered adjustments to appropriations.

Sec. AA-2. Transfer of Personal Services balances to All Other; Department of
Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary,
for fiscal year 2025-26, the Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry is authorized to
transfer up to $30,000 and for fiscal year 2026-27, the Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and
Forestry is authorized to transfer up to $120,000, of available balance of Personal Services
appropriations after all salary, benefit and other obligations are met, to the All Other line category
of the Natural Areas Program for the purpose of funding early detection and rapid response to
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eradicate invasive stilt grass. These amounts may be transferred by financial order upon the
recommendation of the State Budget Officer and approval of the Governor. These transfers are not
considered adjustments to appropriations.

Sec. AA-3. Transfer of Personal Services balances to All Other; Department of
Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary,
for fiscal year 2026-27, the Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry is authorized to
transfer up to $25,000, of available balance of Personal Services appropriations after all salary,
benefit and other obligations are met, to the All Other line category of the Natural Areas Program
for the purpose of funding an update to Maine’s Official List of Threatened and Endangered Plants.
These amounts may be transferred by financial order upon the recommendation of the State Budget
Officer and approval of the Governor. These transfers are not considered adjustments to
appropriations.

Sec. AA-4. Transfer of Personal Services balances to All Other; Department of
Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary,
for fiscal year 2025-26, the Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry is authorized to
transfer up to $83,507 and for fiscal year 2026-27, the Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and
Forestry is authorized to transfer up to $76,136, of available balance of Personal Services
appropriations after all salary, benefit and other obligations are met, to the All Other line category
of the DACF Administration program for the purposes of funding an upgrade to the Land Use
Planning Commission Geographic Oriented Action Tracker database, geographic information
system expenses, and equipment and licenses required to utilize the human resource management
system. These amounts may be transferred by financial order upon the recommendation of the State
Budget Officer and approval of the Governor. These transfers are not considered adjustments to
appropriations.

Sec. AA-5. Transfer of Personal Services balances to All Other; Department of
Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary,
for fiscal year 2026-27, the Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry is authorized to
transfer up to $40,000, of available balance of Personal Services appropriations after all salary,
benefit and other obligations are met, to the All Other line category of the Maine Land Use Planning
Commission program for the purpose of funding stakeholder engagement in preparation for updates
to the Comprehensive Land Use Plan. These amounts may be transferred by financial order upon
the recommendation of the State Budget Officer and approval of the Governor. These transfers are
not considered adjustments to appropriations.

Sec. AA-6. Transfer of Personal Services balances to Capital Expenditures;
Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry. Notwithstanding any provision of law
to the contrary, for fiscal year 2025-26, the Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry
is authorized to transfer up to $77,000, of available balance of Personal Services appropriations after
all salary, benefit and other obligations are met, to the Capital Expenditures line category of the
Division of Forest Protection program for the purpose of funding facility maintenance at the Old
Town hangar. These amounts may be transferred by financial order upon the recommendation of the
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State Budget Officer and approval of the Governor. These transfers are not considered adjustments
to appropriations.

PART AA
SUMMARY

This Part authorizes the Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry to transfer,
Personal Services to the All Other and Capital Expenditures line categories in order to fund four
vehicle leases, early detection and rapid response to eradicate invasive stilt grass, stakeholder
engagement in preparation for updating the Comprehensive Land Use Plan, an update to Maine’s
Official List of Threatened and Endangered Plants, an upgrade to the Land Use Planning
Commission Geographic Oriented Action Tracker database, geographic information system
expenses, equipment and licenses needed to access the human resource management system, and for
facility maintenance of the Old Town hangar.
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Amendment to Language Part F - MAJORITY REPORT
Sec. F-1. 5 MRSA §1532, sub-§9, is amended to read:

9. Emergency funding for nonprofit food banks. During a state of emergency declared
in accordance with Title 37-B, section 742, subsection 1 that exceeds 10 days, the Governor,
in accordance with rules adopted by the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and
Forestry, may distribute up to $460;0004:000:000- $8.000.000 from the stabilization fund to
nonprofit entities, including food banks, food pantries and soup kitchens, that provide or
distribute food to low-income, indigent or unemployed individuals or households without
charge. The Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry shall adopt rules to
prescribe the manner in which the funds distributed under this subsection must be disbursed

and, to the extent practicable, ensure that distribution of food under this subsection provides
equitable access to healthy and culturally appropriate food and reaches a diverse population of

persons experiencing food insecurity in the state. The commissioner may leverage funds
distributed under this subsection to match any relevant federal funding available for qualifying
food programs in the State. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical
rules as described in chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. The Governor may not suspend under Title
37-B, section 742, subsection 1, paragraph C, subparagraph (1) rules adopted under this
subsection.

SUMMARY

This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, increases the amount that
the Governor, during a declared state of emergency, in accordance with rules adopted by the
Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, may distribute from the
stabilization fund to nonprofit entities that provide or distribute food to low-income, indigent
or unemployed individuals or households, without charge, from $4,000,000 to $8,000,000.

The amendment also clarifies that the commissioner is directed to adopt rules, to the
extent practicable, to ensure that distribution of food provides equitable access to healthy and
culturally appropriate food and reaches a diverse population of persons experiencing food
insecurity in the state.
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Amendment to Language Part F - MINORITY REPORT
Sec. F-1. 5 MRSA §1532, sub-§9, is amended to read:

9. Emergency funding for nonprofit food banks. During a state of emergency declared
in accordance with Title 37-B, section 742, subsection 1 that exceeds 10 days, the Governor,
in accordance with rules adopted by the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and
Forestry, may distribute up to $460;0004.000,000 from the stabilization fund to nonprofit
entities, including food banks, food pantries and soup kitchens, that provide or distribute food
to low-income, indigent or unemployed individuals or households without charge. The
Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry shall adopt rules to prescribe the
manner in which the funds distributed under this subsection must be disbursed_and, to the
extent practicable. ensure that distribution of food under this subsection provides equitable
access to healthy and culturally appropriate food and reaches a diverse population of persons
experiencing food insecurity in the state. The commissioner may leverage funds distributed
under this subsection to match any relevant federal funding available for qualifying food
programs in the State. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as
described in chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. The Governor may not suspend under Title 37-B,
section 742, subsection 1, paragraph C, subparagraph (1) rules adopted under this subsection.

SUMMARY

This amendment, which is the minority report of the committee, clarifies that the
commissioner is directed to adopt rules, to the extent practicable, to ensure that distribution
of food provides equitable access to healthy and culturally appropriate food and reaches a
diverse population of persons experiencing food insecurity in the state.
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PART UUU

Sec. UUU-1. 5 MRSA, §1532, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 2005, c. 2, Pt. A, §5, is amended
to read:

11 Investment of funds. The money in the stabilization fund may be invested as
provided by law-with-the-earningseredited-to-the-stabilization fand.

Sec. UUU-2. 5 MRSA, §1532, sub-§4-A is enacted to read:

4-A. Investment proceeds. At the closerof every month during which the stabilization fund is
below the 18% limitation described in subsection 1, the State Controller shall credit investment
proceeds as follows.

A, 50% of the investment earnings must be credited to the stabilization fund;

B. 25% of the investment earnings must be transferred to the Irrevocable Trust Fund for Other
" Post-employment Benefits established in section 286-B. subsection 2 for the state employee plan,
as defined in section 286-B, subsection 1, paragraph D; and :

C. 25% must be transferred to the Land for Maine’s Future Trust Fund established in section
6203-D.

Sec. UUU-3. 5 MRSA, §1532, sub-§5, as amended by PL 2023, c. 643, Pt. F, §2, is
repealed.

Sec. UUU-4. 5 MRSA, §1532, sub-§5-A is enacted to read:

5-A. Investment proceeds: exception. At the close of every month during which the stabilization fund

is at the 18% limitation described in subsection 1. the State Controller shall transfer investment proceeds

as follows.

A. 75% of the investment earnings must be transferred to the Irrevocable Trust Fund for Other Post-
employment Benefits established in section 286-B, subsection 2 for the state employee plan, as
defined in section 286-B, subsection 1, paragraph D; and

B. 25% of the investment earnings must be transferred to the Land for Maine’s Future Trust Fund
established in section 6203-D.

PART UUU
SUMMARY

This Part adjusts how the Budget Stabilization Fund interest earnings are distributed when
the Fund is below its statutory limitation of 18 percent. This Part also adjusts how the Budget
Stabilization Fund interest earnings are distributed when the Fund is at its statutory limitation of
18 percent.
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