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STATE OF MAINE 
l 24rn LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND 

ENACTED LAWS 

This Legislative Digest elf Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws summarizes all bills and adopted 
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 124tl' Maine 
Legislature. 

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee, and within each committee by LD number. 
The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill 
title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject index is included 
with each committee. The appendices include a summary of relevant session statistics, an index of all 
bills by LD number and an index of enacted laws by law type and chapter number. 

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various 
categories of final action are as follows: 

CARRIED OVER.. . ..... Carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature 
CON RES XXX.... ...... . . ......... Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE .......... Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES.. . ............... . ......................... ................... House & Senate disagree; bill died 
DIED JN CONCURRENCE . ......... One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT.. . .................... Action incomplete when session ended; bill died 
EMERGENCY..... . . .... .. . .... . ..... Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ... Emergency bill failed to get 213 vote 
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ............... . .......... Bill failed to get majority vote 
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT ................................. Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 213 vote 
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY... . . ....... Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died 
JNDEF PP ............... . ......... .... Bill Indefinitely Postponed; bill died 
ONTP (or Accepted ONTP report) .................... . .. Ought Not To Pass report accepted; bill died 
P&S XXX. ........ Chapter# of enacted Private & Special Law 
PUBLIC XXX.. .. . ... ...... . ..... Chapter# of enacted Public Law 
RESOLVE XXX. ........... ... . . . . ... ..... ..... . .... Chapter # of finally passed Resolve 
UNSIGNED ................................................................................................................... Bill held by Governor 
VETO SUSTAINED ............................................................... Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto 

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular Session of the 1241
h 

Legislature is September 12, 2009. The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure is 
specified in the enacted law summary for those bills. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary 

LD22 Resolve, To Establish a Study Commission To Develop Legislation 
Designed To Prevent Domestic Violence and Abuse 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MACDONALD ONTP 

This resolve is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. 

This resolve proposes to establish a study comn1ission that would: 

I. Review the various state and federal laws goven1ing the confidentiality of personal information, including but not 
lhnited to laws governing the privacy of health records and financial information; and 

2. Propose n1easures that strike an appropriate balance between an individual1s interest in preserving privacy and the 

co1nn1unity1s interest in preventing don1estic violence. 

See LD 324. 

LD23 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Powers of Attorney 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MACDONALD ONTP 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. 

This bill proposes to enact measures that would serve to revive or extend the duration of a power of attorney in 

instances in which the subject of the power of atto1ney is impaired. 

LD24 An Act To Prevent Domestic Violence and Abuse 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MACDONALD ONTP 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. 

The purpose of this bill is to aid conlillunities in the prevention of domestic violence. This bill proposes to enact 
nleasures designed to authorize the li1nited release of certain confidential information, including but not limited to 

health records and financial records, to law enforcement personnel in order to prevent don1estic violence. 

See LD 324.· 
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LD25 

Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary 

An Act To Protect Child Victims of Sexual Abuse 

Sponsor(s) 

EDGECOMB 
SHERMAN 

Committee Rep01t Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill amends the law conce1ning the adn1issibility of out-of-cou1i statements by certain victitns of sexual assault 

in criminal prosecutions. This bill allows the admission of statements made by the victim to another person when 

the staten1ents are not considered testimonial. The bill allows the person to 'vhotn the statetnent was made to repeat 

the statement in testimony ill open court if the state1nent was made in circun1stances having sufficient guarantees of 

trustworthiness, and the person testifying can be confronted and cross-examined as required under the Constitution 

of Maine or the United States Constitution. This bill applies to statements n1ade by a victiin who has a 

developmental disability as well as to children under 16 years of age. Whether the circun1stances have sufficient 

guarantees of trustworthiness is detennined by the facts of each case. 

LD 135 An Act To Increase Mileage Reimbursement for Jurors 

Sponsor(s) 

THERIAULT 
JACKSON 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill increases the mileage paid a juror from 15 cents a mile to 32 cents a mile for each day of required 

attendance at sessions of court. 

LD 162 An Act To Clarify Child Abuse and Neglect Information Disclosure 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CASAVANT OTP 

The Maine Revised Statutes, Title 22, section 4008-A sets forth the limits of disclosure of inforn1ation in the 

investigation of abuse and neglect of children and in the confidentiaHty of records pe11aining to child abuse and 

neglect. The federal Depa1t111ent of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families has 

inforn1ed the State that corrections are needed in this section of the statutes to be in compliance with the federal 

Adoption and Safe Families Act of 1997, the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act and the Social Security 
Act. The bill removes the word "visitor" and clarifies the persons eligible to receive information, natnely guardians 

ad !item and attorneys. The bill revises language to clarify the responsibility of the department to make public 
disclosure of the findings in situations where there has been a child fatality or near fatality as long as the disclosure 

does not jeopardize a criminal investigation or proceeding. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publio Law 2009, ~hapter 38 ~mends the child protection confidentiality st~tutesto complyvfith the federal 
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Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary 

Ad~ption and S~f~ Families Act.of I 997, th~ Child. Abu's~ Pr~\'~n:ti~,;: ~ndTreatment Act and the Social Secu'rity 

Act It.clarifies the persons eligible to receive information, namely guardians ad !item and attorneys. Chapter 38 
revises language to clarify the responsibility of the department tomake public disclosure of the fmdings in sitllations 

where there. has been a child fatality or near fatality as !Ong as the disclosure does not jeopardize a criminal 
inVestigation Or proceeding. 

LD291 An Act To Exempt Breast-feeding Mothers from Jury Duty 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

INNES ONTP 

This bill allows a n1other who is breast-feeding to request a deferral from jury duty as long as she is breast-feeding 
and does not require the mother to appear in court if the request is n1ade in w1jting. 

LD300 An Act To Increase Child Support Collection by Expanding the New 

Hire Reporting Requirements 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SIMPSON OTP-AM S-117 

The purpose of this bill is to increase child support collection by expanding the new hire reporting requirements 

to include the repo1iing of independent contractors by any employer who is already required to report new hires. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-117) 

This a1nendment revises the bill to apply to independent contractors when the pay1nents to the independent 

contractor are anticipated to equal or exceed $2,500 in a year. The bill had a lower threshold of$600. 

This amendment exe1npts direct sellers as defined in the federal Internal Revenue Code fron1 the definition of 

nindependent contractor. 11 

Enacted Law Summary 

r~blic Law :wo9, chapter! 98 re~uires the rep011ing ofindependentcontr~ctors<inthe neWhfrerep()rting system 
when. the payments to the indepeudent contractor are anticipated to equal orexceed.$2,500 in a year.; Direct sellers 

me -exemPteci fr9Iri:t1~e de~~1i~i9_~ :or 1'lndependen~ -~on~ct()_r._11 

LD301 An Act To Require Home Sellers To Disclose Energy Usage Data 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SIMPSON LTW 
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Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. 

This bill would require that a home seller provide to a prospective home buyer a listing of typical utility and energy 
use for that home, including but not limited to electricity use and home heating and hot water heating energy sources 
and their use. 

LD324 An Act To Allow Limited Information Sharing in Domestic Violence 
Cases 

Sponsor(s) 

HASKELL 
SIMPSON 

Committee Report 

01P-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-213 

The purpose of this bill is to allow law enforcement agencies to share investigative repotts with family violence 
projects and other providers of services to victi1ns. This bill amends the criminal history record infonnation laws to 
provide an exception to the prohibition on the dissetnination of intelligence and investigative information consistent 

with the existing law concerning the dissemination of nonconviction information. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-213) 

This an1end1nent allows a criminal justice agency to share intelligence and investigative infonnation with an 
advocate for victin1s of family or domestic violence pursuant to an agreement between the advocate and the critninal 
justice agency. The agreement must contain, at a 1ninin1u1n, specific require1nents governing the use and 
dissetnination of the info1mation. This a1nendment creates a Class E crime fOr the intentional dissemination of a 
report or record containing intelligence and investigative inforn1ation in violation of the section. 

Enacted Law Summary 

pl11Jlic u;,~; 2009, ch~pter 18,l. ~llp;_,s a cril1linl1Jjuslice agency to share. intelligence al1d investigative.infmmation. 

~!th ~a~·· .ad~~~at_~ _f?~ V.i_c~i.ffi,s pf_.~H)'_ or-d_orn.e~tic_vi9tenC~-p_Un~:~cintt~ an ag_re~~~nt_:b~.~een·}~~- :~~ofat~_:~~lf.th,_¢ -
'c~it~in~ __ ju~~i_c~:1jgencf,-: · ·'Th:e·.:~-~-f-~erri.ent .µ1~~ ·co~~a,in'.: :~ta mh1h11~_1n.;_ .. sP~cifj'~- _1~Cquix.e1nenUf ·goV~11:1.i~.g- tli.e -v.se-,a~~
dissemination• of th.¢ info1'11\.a.tion .•. Chapterl 81creates a.Glass E c.1imefottbe intentio11al dissemination pf a report. 
O! r~cofd: cont_aming_ ~t_enige~ce:_ ~d in~estigat.h:'.~:i~onllati~~ in-ViO_!atjoll.o~th~ section~::--:-~-·,_ 

LD326 An Act To Allow the Request for and Granting of Permanent Protection 
from Abuse Orders 

Sponsor(s) 

CAMPBELL 
CRAVEN 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ON1P 

This bill allows a person to request a pennanent protection from abuse order from the court and allows the court to 
issue such an order. 
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LD365 

Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary 

An Act To Amend the Laws Governing MaineCare Estate Recovery 
Undertaken by the Department of Health and Hnman Services 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MILLSP OTP-AM S-120 

This bill provides that the homestead allowance established in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 18-A, section 2-401 

is the sole exe1nption available for a decedent1s hoinestead. It also provides that only personal property included in 

the decedent's estate that is exempt under Title 14, section 4422, is not liable for payment of debts of the decedent or 

clain1s against the decedent's estate. This bill amends the definition of 11estate 11 for the purposes of recovery by the 

Depait1nent of Health and I-Itnnan Services for MaineCare expenditures. This bill establishes April 1, 2006 as the 

date on which certain transfers are made fully subject to the reach of estate recovery activities. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-120) 

This an1end1nent deletes the proposed changes to the definition of "estate'1 for the purposes of recovery by the 

Department of Health and Human Services for MaineCare expenditures and instead specifies that joint tenancies in 

real property are not included in the decedent's estate for these purposes. 

Enacted Law Summary 

l'ubli."La..V2009, chapter 150 pr~vides that.th.e.horlle~t~ad.allowanc, establish~din the Maine Revised sb..tutes, 

Title llht\ section 2-401 is the ~ole exemption available for a decedent's homestead. It also provides thatomy 

persomtl propertyincludediiithedecedent's estate that is exempt under.Title 14, section 4422 i~J1ot liable for 
payment of debts of the decede~t or claims against the decedent's estate. It also specifies that .the defmition of 

:,·,~:sfat~u:_t'or_the :p11,li>qSes:-_O~~~-~-over¥_:bythe :-De}JartJllent O(Health:atid-lrum,an'. servi~-es f~r:-Mi1hi~C,are exP~ncHiUteS 
does not include jointtena~cies in real property. . . . 

PUBLIC 150 

LD372 An Act To Authorize the Administration of Epinephrine Antoinjectors 
and Asthma Inhalers in Emergencies 

ACCEPTED ONTP 

REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

VALENTINO 

MARRA CHE 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill immunizes governmental entities fron1 liability for claims for ad1ninistering to an individual an emergency 

medication by or through an epinephrine autoinjector or asthma inhaler. 

LD375 An Act To Clarify the Amount of a Contract for Small Claim Purposes 

Sponsor(s) 

INNES 
DAVISG 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

470 
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Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary 

This bill clarifies that in a s1nal1 claims actions~ notwithstanding the total an1ount of a debt or contract, the atnount 

considered for jurisdictional purposes is only the debt or damage claimed. 

See LD 443. 

LD376 An Act To Remove Domestic Court Cases from the Probate Court 

Sponsor(s) 

WAGNERR 
CRAVEN 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONIP 

The purpose of this bill is to ensure the District Cou1t has exclusive jurisdiction over family law actions. It clarifies 

that the jurisdiction of the DistJict Court with regard to fatnily matters is original and not concurrent with either the 

Superior Court or the Probate-court. It an1ends the general jurisdiction language of the Maine Revised Statutes, 

Title 19-A to provide that the District Court has exclusive jutisdiction over all court actions listed in Title 19-A 

unless expressly provided otherwise. This bill deletes the jurisdiction of the Probate Court over actions concerning a 

spouse1s or parent1s obligation to support the spouse or child. lt also elitninates the jurisdiction of the Probate Court 

over parental rights and responsibilities for parents that are not married to each other. 

LD391 An Act To Amend the Law Concerniug Adverse Possession 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HOBBINS OTP 

The purpose of this bill is to remove an1biguity in the laws governing adverse possession. The bill specifies that, if a 

person takes possession of land by mistake with respect to the location of the true boundary line, the mistaken belief 

does not defeat a clain1 of adverse possession. 

Enacted Law Summary 

j>ublic L~l" 2009, chapter255 sp~cifies that, ifayersont~kes pos~ession of land.bym:i;t~k~~ith;·e~pect fo the 
location of the true bl)undary line,the mistaken belief does notdefe~t a claim of advers~ possessiotL Chapter 25.5 is 
intended to codifyDombko\>/~ki v,.Ferland, 2006.ME24. · · . . 

LD394 An Act To Protect Nonprofit Organizations from Embezzlement 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HOBBINS ONIP 

This bill ainends the Maine Nonprofit Corporation Act to require two authorized signatures on every check issued by 

a public benefit corporation. The signers may not be related. Checks that do not meet this requiren1ent are void. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary 

LD399 Resolve, To Establish a Working Group To Increase Cbild Support 
Collections 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SIMPSON OTP-AM S-121 

This bill requires persons licensed as slot machine operators and persons licensed to conduct pari-1nutuel wagering 
at off-track betting facilities or co1nn1ercial tracks to offset gan1bling winnings for the purpose of collecting child 
support debts prior to disbursing winnings to a child support obligor. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-121) 

This an1end1nent changes the bill into a resolve. It requires the Department of Health and Human Services, Office of 
Integrated Access and Support, Division of Support Enforcement and Recovery to convene a working group to 
develop a process to collect child support debts through a ga1nbling payn1ent intercept. The division must subn1it a 

report including the working group's reco1nn1endations by Janua1y 15, 2010. The Joint Standing Comn1ittee on 
Judiciaiy 1nay sub1nit legislation based on the repo1t. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Res-Oive.2009, chapter 60fequkesth~ pepartni~ntofHealth~11.lH:t!lllan·se!)'i~es, Offi~e-O:fii1t7mat~.d Acee~; a!ld···. 
Support, Division of Suppprt foforceillent and Re<:overy to convene a~c,fkinggroup to deyelop a:process to coU~ct 
chi!~ suppmt debts through a gambling payment intercept. The divisj?n must ~~l>mita report including the worki~g 
group'srec°cmme11dationsby Janumy 15, 20.10. The Joint Standing Collunittee onJucliciary may submit legislation 
based <m the report, 

LD426 An Act To Allow Stepparents To Take Certain Actions with Respect to 
Their Stepchildren 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CLARKH ONTP 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. 

This bill proposes to establish a simple process by which a stepparent can be authorized to: 

1. Make decisions about education for the stepchild; 

2. Make decisions regarding medical care for the stepchild; 

3. Request and receive medical and school records; and 

4. Attend school parent-teacher meetings and pupil evaluation team meetings. 

472 
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Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary 

LD427 An Act To Require School Bus Drivers and School Bus Attendants To 

Report Suspected Child Abuse 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

EATON OTP 

This bill requires school bus drivers and school bus attendants to report, or cause a report to be n1ade, to the 

Department of Health and Hu1nan Services if they suspect child abuse or neglect has occurred or is likely to occur. 

Enacted Law Summary 

public Law2009, chapter 41requires school bus dti.vers auclschool bus attendants to repor( or cause a reportto be 

made, to .the Deprutment of Health and Human Services if they suspect chil<l abuse or neglect has occurred or is 

lik,ly to occur. 

LD428 An Act To Amend the Laws Concerning Wrongful Death 

Sponsor(s) 

DILL 
BLISS 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-212 

This bill amends the intestate succession and wills laws concerning wrongful death by increasing the a1nount of 

punitive damages that may be awarded from $75,000 to $250,000. The bill also clarifies that claims for pecuniary 

losses are not lost by the death of either party. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-212) 

This amendment ensures that the two-year statute of lin1itations applies to all wrongful death actions, not just those 

actions for punitive damages as implied in the bill. This amendment includes the increase of the cap on punitive 

damages from $75,000 to $250,000. This amendment deletes section 2 of the bill, which specified that claims for 

pecuniary losses are not lost by the death of either party. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Rub lie J,aw 2()()9,chapterl80 i~~reases the cap on punitive damages in wrongful death actions from$7.5,000to 

$2?0,000. 

LD 443 An Act To Increase the Jurisdictional Limit for Small Claims 

Sponsor(s) 

CLEARY 

BRANNIGAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 
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Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary 

This bill increases the jurisdictional limit for s1nal1 claitns dan1ages from $4,500 to $10,000 and increases the filing 

ree for small claims actions for damages over $4,500 to $120. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-335) 

This atnendment reduces the increase in the jurisdictional li1nit for small clahns actions to $6,000, which is 

comparable with the rate of inflation sirlce 1997. This an1end1nent incorporates the concept included in Legislative 

Docutnent 375, which is to allow a person to use s1nal1 claims coutt to collect a clain1 on a debt or contract as long as 

the an1ount clahned is within the jurisdictional litnits for small clain1s, even if the actual debt or contract has a higher 

value. The judginent on the a1nount clain1ed, however, is a final judgment with regard to the total debt or contract. 

This amendn1ent does not prohibit a person who purchases debt fron1 using sn1all clain1s court to collect the debts, 

but it does require the plaintiff in such cases to file a statement with the co1nplaint that lists the name and address of 

the original creditor. This atnendment provides that the Legislature1s intent is to increase access to justice and not to 

reduce revenue from filing fees. This amendn1ent includes a recotnmendation to the Supre1ne Judicial Court that it 

review filing fees and revise them appropriately. This amendment adds an appropriations and allocations section to 

the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P~bli~i~;2009, chapt;;42&i~:;;;;;;;;e. th~ ju;1;Jj~:;;~;;..]Ji~it f Ol:~~alfclai~; ~ctio\;;t~$6,oo();~J;i~h is . . . 

comf~rablewiththe rate ofinflation sh1ce 1.997 .. Chapter428 allows aperson touse small claims cowt '.o collect a 
Claimona debt.or contract as long as the amount claimed is within thejmisdictional limits for small claims, even if 
~he; aCtu.al .de)Jt ·or_ contra~t ... h~s a hiiher."alue ... ·Th_e jUdgnleflt :~ti:~he anl~u~t: clai1ned_, __ hoW_~ver~ 'is a firi_al_ jtidg1Tiellt -
\;'ith regard to the total debt or co?tract; A person who purchase~ debt ?"'Y use s!llall claims co mt to coll~ct the 
debts,butthe plaintiffmust file a statement with the complaint that ]jsts the nam~"~d.addres~.of the original· 

:cre<;li~Q,1'.• 9hapter :428. statt:~ _that the Legis~aturf!'.s inte~fis to __ increa~~ access:to __ Jus_tiCe_ .fPI~ not t,() :reduce re,ve11:ue 
fro_?t filing fe_es; it:~ncludes. a recom1nendation to the Supre.1ne·Judi~ial_Co~.rt that it __ revieW filing.·fees.aud re.vise 
them.appropriately. · · 

LD444 An Act To Allow a Verdict in a Criminal Trial To Be Considered a De 
Minimis Infraction 

Sponsor(s) Committee Rep01t Amendments Adopted 

CLEARY ONTP 

This bill changes the requiren1ents of allowing a court to dis1niss a critninal offense based upon de 1ninin1is conduct 

by limiting the consideration to a Class D or Class E crime and by allowing a jury to also consider the de 1ninimis 

conduct. 

LD445 An Act To Improve Tribal-State Relations 

Sponsor(s) 

PRIEST 
BLISS 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

H-516 

This bill expressly provides that the law authorizing public agencies to enter interlocal agreements includes the 

Passamaquoddy Tribe, the Penobscot Nation, the Houlton Band ofMaliseet Indians and the Aroostook Band of 
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Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary 

Micmacs or any of their political subdivisions. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-516) 

This amendment replaces the bill. It provides for a seat for a representative of the Houlton Band ofMaliseet Indians 

in the House ofRpresentatives by directing the process for infonning the Legislature of the name and residence of 

the elected representative. It also establishes compensation at the san1e level as being proposed for the 

Passan1aquoddy Representative and the Penobscot Representative in LD 1428 (State and Local Government 

Committee). The changes take effect in time for the convening of the 125th Legislature in December 20 I 0. TI1e 

an1endrnent also adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

LD 445 was recommitted to the Judiciary Committee and can·ied over pursuant to Joint Order, H.P. 1053. 

This amend1nent deletes the appropriations and allocations section. 

LD455 An Act Regarding Parents' Rights 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SULLIVAN ONTP 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. 

It proposes to amend the law to prevent discrin1ination against parents with mental illness. 

LD461 An Act To Adopt Amendments to the Uniform Interstate Family 
Support Act 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SIMPSON OTP 

This bill amends, repeals and enacts new sections of the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act in accordance with 

the niost recent amendments approved by the National Conference ofCon11nissioners on Unifonn State Laws during 

its meeting in July 2008. 

Enacted .Law Summary 

Public Law20??· c; 95am~nds •• tepeals and en~cts ~ew se?tions of the U;rlfcinn InierstateFamilySuppo1t Acfin 

·~cc~rd_ance -~t~Jhi-m_os_(r~-~~~t ame,ndm~~1ts· _flpp~oved by fhe:_.-~a_tiona1 :Corferen~e:?f ·(:;_?mmi~_s~~-I)ers On .Un,ifo~ 
St.ate Laws during .its meeting in July 2008c In a<idition to.numerous teclmical changes, chapter 95; 
' - -- "- -- ': - - -- :>--- ,_ ' - -. ---- - ---- -: - -

!..Enacts asectiont)latspecifieswhat provisions of the~nifmm 1nterstateEaprily S~pport Act apply to a resident 
of a foreign co~ntry andaforeign.support proceeding; . . . 

;- ---- :-- -------_:-': -_-·_:;-_-,,-.. '-;'-

2. •.Enact~ a P,rovisio~ that~pecifi~s that, notwithstanding the re~gicti9ns on modifi2atfon slated el~ewhere in the 
Un,iformlnterstate ~\llllily Supp? Ji Act, a tribunal of this ~tate retainsj;msdictio)l to mod.ifY an ord.er issued by a , · 
tribunal of.this Stateifone party resides in ano.ther state and. the. othe! party residesin a fo1·eign country; . 
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3. Enacts .a section tl1atspecifies ho_':V·a foreign .. support_ order not subject to the Convention on the lnt.erncitional 
Recovery ofChild Support and Otl1er.Fonns of Family Maintenance may be. modified in this State; and 

4 .. Enacts a11ew subchapteron support proceedings subject to the Co11vention that specifies how a foreign support 

order subject.to .the·C()nvention may._be_ enfo1~ed or modified in this:State: 

LD466 An Act To Amend the Limited Liability Company Laws Concerning 
Management Standards 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HOBBINS OTP-AM S-118 

This bill amends the Maine Limited Liability Company Act. 

1. It repeals language that requires that, after dissolution of a lin1ited liability company but before filing a certificate 

of cancellation, the articles of organization tnust be amended to reflect info1mation about persons winding up the 

company1s affairs and that requires such persons to file articles of an1end1nent. 

2. It provides that if the articles of organization provide that 1nanage1nent vests in one or n1ore 1nanagers, a rnetnber 

of a lhnited liability company who is not also a inanager owes no duties to the co1npany or to other members solely 

by reason of being a 1nember. 

Committee Amendment "A" (8~118) 

This an1end1nent clarifies that even if the articles of organization were not a1nended before the ce1tificate of 

cancellation was filed under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 31, section 623, former subsection 5, the certificate is 

still effective. This an1end1nent clarifies that the limited liability company member who is not a manager does not 

owe any duties under the section oflaw that spells out the duties of the limited liability company and the other 

1nembers. This amendment also amends the provisions concerning the winding up of a limited liability company to 

specify that the failure to con1ply with the fonner listing requiren1ent does not affect the rights, duties, powers or 

authority of persons winding up the affairs of the limited liability company. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PubU~L~w2009, ch?pter I 64~mends tlieM~~Li~ited Liability C~mp;riyAct~@ceming dissolutiori:;I~a the 

windi~g up oftJie co111pany's affairs. Jt also provides thatff the mticll!S of organizationprovide that management 

vests in one _O!':'(nc:n:e_.managers, __ ~Jnember:Of a limited liabili,ty company---who is not also:a_-manager owes nq ·dutieS t(.l 

the ??_1_1].pany or:to __ othe~_n~~11ib'efs ~_61e~y by reas~11- ~fj>_~_i_~g;- a_-1ne1:11bf:r:_ 

LD 477 An Act To Fund State Drng Prosecutors 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

GERZOFSKY ONTP 

This bill transfers funding for six Assistant Attorney General positions and one Secretary Associate Legal position 

from the Federal Expenditures Fund to the General Fund. 
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An Act To Rescind the Statute of Limitations on the Ability To File a 
Civil Suit in Cases Dealing with Unlawful Sexual Contact 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MACDONALD ONTP 

This bill removes the statute of limitations for a civil action based upon the complaint of unlawful sexual contact. 

LD487 An Act To Increase Judicial Salaries 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill, submitted by the Judicial Compensation Commission as part of its December 2008 repmt to the 

Legislature, increases judicial salaries to levels that would have been achieved if the recom1nendations made in the 

corn1nission1s 1996 repott had been fully in1plemented. 

LD488 An Act To Address an Inequity in the Judicial Retirement System 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM S-174 

Public Law 2007, chapter 449 amended the judicial retire1nent laws to include in the calculation of retirement 

benefits the cost-of-living adjustments that were not paid to judges during fiscal years 2003-04 and 2004-05. It 
applied only to judges who retired on or after the effective date of chapter 449, which was September 20, 2007. Five 

justices or judges worked during the two-year period in which COLAs were withheld, but retired before September 

20, 2007. This bill amends the judicial retirement laws to provide that for any judge who served during the two 

fiscal years in which the COLAs were not paid, the ean1able con1pensation for retirement benefit calculation 

purposes includes the COLAs that would have been paid. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-174) 

This an1end1nent requires that the judges and justices who may benefit from revision of the application of the 

imputed salary, as provided in Public Law 2007, chapter 449, must pay all costs to the retirement progratn associated 

with including that salary in order to receive the increased benefits. 

Enacted Law Summary 

ii.previously enacted law (PL 2007, c. 449)amended the judicialr~tiretnentlaws to incl.udein th~ calculation of 
retirement benefitstl1e cost-of0living adjustments that were notpaidto judge~duringfiscal years 20~3,04 a11d 

2004-05 ... It applied only to judges who retired on or after the effective date of ~hapter 449, wbicb was September - - ---- - - - - - - - - -- - -' - --- ----- - - -"-- -- -" ,_ -- - -- ' - -- - -- - -- -- "'""- -- -- -' ------ - - - -
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20, 2007. Fi~e jl.!Siic~~ .;r judges worked diirlilgth~ t\¥0-year period in whl~h COLAs were withh~ld, b~t reti;.~c1 
before Septel)lber 20, 2007. Pub)idaw 2009, chapter 254 amends the judicial retiremen.t law~ to provide that for 
any judge who served during the two fiscal years in .which the c.OLAs were not paid, the. earn.able compensation for 
retirement benefitcalculation purposes includes the COLO.s that would have been paid. 

LD 491 An Act To Reform Maine's Judicial System 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

JACKSON ONTP 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. 

This bill proposes to: 

1. Ensure that claims of due process violations by state court judges be heard in federal cotnts of law; 

2. Direct the Attorney General to initiate a class action lawsuit against judges, and allow citizens of the State with 
clain1s of violations of constitutional rights by state court judges to join the class action lawsuit; 

3. Establish a procedure to provide redress to persons with complaints against Legislators and government 
employees; 

4. Eliminate the prelitigation screening panel requirement for medical inalpractice claims; and 

5. Repeal state laws regulating the practice of law. 

LD502 An Act To Require Additional Information in the Annual Reports of 

Nonprofit Corporations 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BOWMAN ONTP 

This bill adds to the content requirements of the annual report that nonprofit corporations 1nust file with the 
Secretary of State: 

1. The salaries paid to the president, treasurer, registered agent, secretary or clerk and directors; and 

2. A su1nmary of annual gross revenues and gross expenses. 
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LD 508 An Act To Amend the Laws Relating to Corporations, Limited Liability 

Companies and Limited Liability Partnerships 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HOBBINS 01P 

This bill n1akes several changes to the laws gove111ing corporations, lin1ited liability companies and limited liability 

partnerships. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PublicLaw2009; chapter56makesthefollowing cha;;g0stoth~ laws governing corporations, llmit~d liability 
companies and.·.limited•HabjJitypartnersbips. 

'1 .•• lta1~e~dsthe deflhitionof''.noncomthercial·tlerk0 in the.rie~ly enaciedMo.del Registered:~gents Actto .. clatify··· 
that th<: clerk cannot be .. a domestic or foreign entity · 

2.It amend~ the ModeIRegist~;-~dAgents Act to requi1-ethat approval ofthelnterestholdersorgovel"nors ofa·. 

:, ---- -:--·-:" --:--._-_,,- ; ------_-:'.-' __ --::: -- -----. ------- .-;_ - - '';; -- ---- - _, 

3'.• Jt.:,ihclsthe!ang§~gefor corporations created.llnders~:dal act~ ()ftheLegislatur~ • .to, c6n1ply viitllth6.tiHni·· 
requirements and feesfor.corporations filed under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 13,C . . 

-: ____ -,_,-:-_-:"':_--_ --- --- __ '.>',<'-- _-, __ - --- -- ----- __ -, :: _:,.-- :·>;-- - _/,_" __ : _______ :::···-· :--·;:_:: __ , 
4. It amend.s and enacts provisions under Title 13, chapter 81 in regards to nmning or changing a colltactpersorr for 
~,~_?1J~_c)f~1i:o~; o~-ta~~1ng-:i-.Ceriffi,cate __ ()1eXist~11ce __ ;_or:'~ertificate-<>rfact_:frbLTI-:the-"s~creiai)' ~f'.~tate.-ana--deteiminin~ 
nam~ iivailabilify; · · · ··· 

~.'rtmnends the!anguage und.erTitle 13, chapter 85 for coope1·iliv0 ~;~ofations to m~l<e consistent a signatur~ ' 

~'.·It rep~als proyisig:sin Title13-Crelating•to aqb~p~~ce ofappoinlln~~tb~th~cierk:rregistered agent of the 
Cotpo_i'atiOn; -- - - ' - ~ -

7, Jt<Ohanges provisions in the.MaineJnsurance· Code to biing thes:provisiorrsinii~e.~tll.~iduty ~f the Secr~tary · 
of State.for corp9rations governed.by Tit.le 13-C. 

8! Jtame??s ~i~ provisio)1sfor djssolvingalhnitefHabili!y comp.inyt6 ~ap the d~lay~d effectivldatet() not be 
\norethan 90.days afterfiling the.certificate of.dissolution. . . . . 

<- - : -

9. Itanl.ends tile proyisi,)~ fo; dissolving alimited li.'.'bility partnership to cap th; delay(;cleffecti~e d~te to not.be 
more than90 days after filing the certificate ofdiss<\lution. · · 

io, Itrepeals a duplicative provi~i6nin Title 31, chapt~r.17, for partnerships to conve1tto .;;othertype ofl)usiri.ess 
entity. ' . . . . ···.. .. · .. ·. . . . . · 

11: Ji_ cOrre~tS-cross-ieferenceS.aild Updates a-_p1:ovisi6ii regarding_~heri :the _m~~Orporafion of an-i_risur~r is- effe'ctiV¢. 
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LD 527 An Act To Require a Referee of a Land Dispute To Render a Decision 
within One Year 

Sponsor(s) 

SAVIELLO 
GOOLEY 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-191 

This bill requires that a referee appointed by the court to hear a dispute involving real property n1ust report the 

referee1s decision within one year of appointment. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-191) 

This amend1nent allows the reporting period to be extended if good cause is shown. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PUBLIC 166 

f'uMic Law20~9, chapt~:-166. requi~es tbatarefe.ree app()inted bJth~-~~~ittb he~r:;;-cl;~put~J~~olvin~].;,al prqpertY::--- · · · - -

must report th~ !•feree's decision wi\hin one year ofappofotment, although the one-year pe1iodma~ be eXteJ]ded if 
good Cause, is-~s!J:~wn. 

LD 528 An Act To Prohibit a Person Whose Parental Rights Have Been 
Terminated from Gaining Custody of a Grandchild 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CLARKH ONTP 

This bill atnends the parental rights and responsibilities lav,rs to ensure that a cou1t does not award parental rights 

and responsibilities to a grandparent whose parental rights to any child have been tenninated. It also prohibits the 

cou1t from awarding rights of contact to a grandparent whose parental rights to any child have been terminated. This 

bill also amends the Probate Code to provide that appointment of a person as the guardian of that person's grandchild 

is not in the best interest of the child if the person's parental rights with respect to any child have been tem1inated 

and that such an appointment may not be made. 

LD 529 An Act To Create a Traffic Court 

Sponsor(s) 

PILON 
DAMON 

Committee Report 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill proposes to move the violations bureau from the District Court to the office of the Secretary of State. 

This bill was carried over pursuant to Joint Order, H.P. 1053. 
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LD 546 An Act To Ensure Access to Public Information 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

TRAHAN OTP-AM S-119 

This bill a1nends the lavvs governing the Office of Info1n1ation Technology to provide that the office inust provide 

access to public records that exist in electronic format if the records requested are created, collected or used by an 

agency or agencies for which the office provides services. The bill requires the Chieflnfo1mation·Officer to adopt 

routine technical rules to carry out this change in law. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-119) 

This amendment replaces the bill. It adds a new section to the law governing the Office oflnfonnation Technology 

to clarify that an agency that collects or uses data or infonnation is responsible for responding to requests for the 

data or infonnation and that the office is responsible for assisting the agency in searching for and identifying the 

data and infonnation stored within the office. The office inust also assist in retrieving and compiling the data and 

inforn1ation to help the agency respond to the request. 

Enacted Law Summary 

r~li¥~iaw 2oo9~~h~l'te1·165a<l<li~new sectiontothe law i~verni~iilie officeofrnro;.;;,aii~il fecl~oiairto. 
clarify that ao age11cyth~t collects_orJ'ses data or information is responsible for responding to requests for the data 
or information and that the office is.resp?nsible for assisting the agenc;yin searching fo~: and identifying the _data and · 
info_r,fllati_on:_s,tored_-within_t~:e_pffice. _ 'J'.he offic~. ~C~~st_ also assist in retrieving,and-compilingthe data-and 

infopn~J:ion:tohelp the agencyrespondto t!i~ request. 

PUBLIC 165 

LD580 An Act Concerning the Automatic Dissolution of Certain Marriages PUBLIC 96 

EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) 

PRIEST 

HASTINGS 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

This bill repeals the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 19-A, section 751, subsection 2, which provides that a n1arriage is 

void and dissolved without legal process when there is a final entry of a criminal judginent sentencin~ either spouse 

to a term of life in1prison1nent. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P~blic LawZ0{)9, ~hapter <)6.tep~~ls theM~ine ReYfaed Statuies,Title 1 <J:A., sectio~751, subsection 2,which .... 
provi~ks that a'.:m~rriag<e j~:_\roid--~riCtdissotve-d w_id~out-1ega_J:f-roc~ss when there-is_a_fi~al elliry-_of'a-:Ctimi~fil 
ju~~ent ~enten~ing_eitl1~r-spo~e-io- a_te1?11-of life-_iniprisonme~t, 

PublicLaw 200~,chapfer 96 \\'as enaC!ed asanemergencl'measure ~ffective.May 8, 29.0~- ·. 
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An Act To Allow Law Enforcement Officers To Obtain a Personal 
Recognizance Bond in Certain Cases 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CLEARY OTP-AM H-239 

This bill amends the civil order of an-est law by allowing a sheriff to release a debtor upon the debtor's personal 

recognizance and increases the costs of the an·est order fron1 $25 to $50 and the mileage rate fron1 22¢ to 42¢ per 

mile. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-239) 

This an1endrnent deletes the proposed increase in the fee for issuing and serving civil orders of arrest, and for civil 

arrest and custody under arrest, paid to sheriffs and their deputies. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PublicLaw2009~c1;apter 205 ~m~~ds tbe.civiiorderof arrest law by allo~inga sheriff to release.• dcloto~·upon th<: ..•• • .. 

debtor's personal recognizance and increases the mileage rate paid fol" se1ving the arr.:stwarrantfrom 22¢ to 42~ per. 

mile. 

LD582 An Act To Amend the Statute of Limitations for Actions against the 
Estate of a Decedent 

Sponsor(s) 

DILL 
SIMPSON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-458 

This bi11 allows a claim for personal injuries against the estate of a decedent within the statute of li1nitations for that 

claitn if the clai1nant did not have actual notice of the death of the decedent. Any recoveiy is lllnited to applicable 

insurance. 

Committee Amendment 11 A 11 (H-458) 

This amendment replaces section 3 of the bill to clarify the process for bringing a personal injury claim against a 

decedent. It allows the co1nmence1nent of probate proceedings in relation to a claim for personal inju1ies against a 

decedent within six years after the cause of action accrues if the claimant did not have actual notice of the death of 

the decedent. Any recovery in respect to proceedings con1menced beyond three years after the decedent's death is 

limited to applicable insurance. 

Enacted Law Summary 

!'u)J!icLaw 2009; chaptei 368 al'.ows ihd commencemellt of ]Jrobate prodeedintsi~relatio~to a dahn for Pt:rsonaI 

injudes againsta decede11t wifhin six years after the cause of action accrues ifi]ieclaimant did !1"l have actual 11otice 

of the death ?fthe decedenL'j'his is consistent 1".ithth~statute cifUmita(ions forpersonal injuryru;tionsc The fact 

th~tthe Iy!aine RevisedSta(Ut~s,.Title 14, sectipn 853.could apply to toll the statute of lirnitatfo11s inapartfoular 
acti~n does not extend the. tiI11e to commence probate, appointment or testacy proceedings beyond six year~ after th" ·· 

cause-oJ~:1~tion .aC_cr_ties_:_ -Allr,-:1'.es_~ye_ry-·:in .re8-pect tO proCe~dlngs _Cd-rrunenced::beY~na: tirr_~-e'-years caftert~~- dec_eae1lt1; 
i!eath is limited to applicable.insurance.~ . · . · . 
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An Act To Improve Child Support Collection Procedures by Changing 
the Process of Modifying a Support Order 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

GOODALL OTP-AM S-105 

This bill strikes language that prohibits enforcen1ent activities concerning past due child support payn1ents once a 

noncustodial parent has filed a motion to an1end ongoing payn1ents. 

Committee Amendment "A'' (S-105) 

This amendment repeals two provisions concerning the notice to the child suppott obliger who owes child support 

an·earages before a professional, recreational or drivees license is revoked. Elin1inating these provisions is 

consistent with the bill's elhnination of the auton1atic stay of enforcen1ent actions when a motion to n1odify cun·ent 

child support is filed. 

Enacted Law Summary 

i'llbii~ L~w ioo9; ~llapt~r.1 s~ ~elete,~ languagethat prohibits enforcement ~ctjviti~s- s11~1'1'nsionand r~~o~ation of 
prof~ssipn~l, 1;ecreati_ona_l a~Cf_(ifive~'s_Iic_ens~~ - __ cop.c_~ming_pastdue-chil4_supporJ:·payments on~e--a·:tJpncustodia1 
pare11t has filed a motion_to amend ongoing pa)'1)10lltS; . 

LD615 An Act To Strengthen Landowner Rights in Certain Eminent Domain 
Sitnations 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MARRA CHE ONTP 

This bill modifies the law governing the exercise of eminent domain by public utilities. Under cun·ent law, an owner 

can apply to the county con1missioners to settle the an1ount of damages paid by the utility to the owner. Under this 

bill, the owner is provided the option of having an independent appraiser, approved by the owner and paid for by the 

utility, establish the anlount of damages. The amount detern1ined under this process is required to include the effect 

of the taking on the value of sun-ounding land of the owner not taken by the utility. 

LD640 An Act To Ensure Public Access to Records Relating to Public 
Contracts for Personal Services 

Sponsor(s) 

BERRY 
MCCORMICK 

Committee Rep01t 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-292 

This bill provides that records of personal se1vices work perfonned by private contractors pursuant to a contract with 

the State are open to the public to the sa1ne e.x_ient as records relating to work pe1formed directly by the State. 
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Committee Amendment "A" (H-292) 

This an1endment clarifies that proprietary information of the contractor is not public. "Proprietary information" 

is defined as inforn1ation that is a trade secret or commercial or financial infor1nation, the disclosure of which 

would hnpair the competitive position of the contractor and would make available information not otherwise 

publicly available. 

The public access provision applies to Contracts, contract extensions and contract amendments executed on or 

after October 1, 2009. 

LD 640, as amended, was reviewed and evaluated by the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary pursuant to 
Maine Revised Statutes, Title 1, section 434, which requires review and evaluation of new exceptions to laws 

governing public records. 

Enacted Law Summary 

pµ~licLa\\' 2009, chapter 221 p~ovides thatrecord~·ofpersiinal serviceswork performed by private c.o~tractors • 
are open to ~he public to the same extent ~ records relating to W?rk pe)'f ormed directly by the St~te, although . 
proprietaryinformation of the contractor is not public. "Propri~taryinfoµnation"is defmedasinformati011 that 

isa trade seqr~t.or commerci~I or. financia!·information, the disclosure. of which "Y~uldimpair thecon1petitive 

po~iti11n ofthe contractor and would m'"'~ availableinforlllation not otheJ'Wise publi~ly ~vailabl~·.In£oµnatio~ · .. • 
relating to wages a.nd benefits of the. employ~~s perfoµni~g the per;mnal s~r\'i~es work und~r.the contract 1µ1d • · · · 
information co~cerning employee and contrac:t oyers.ighta11d accotmtabUity procedures.andsystems.ar°; not · 
cOl)Sideredpr?prietary inforlilatfon and m~stbetreatedas a publicrec~rd. The public access provisl011applies 
to contracts; contract extensiolls and c.ontractamendments .executed.on. or after October 1, 200.9: 

LD642 An Act To Protect Parental Relationships during and after Divorce 

Sponsor(s) 

BLODGETT 
MARRA CHE 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. 

This bill seeks to provide that when a parent1s relationship with a minor child of that parent is negatively affected by 

a court order either during or after a proceeding for divorce and the court has not made a finding of unfitness with 

respect to that parent, that parent n1ust immediately be given an opportunity to repair the relationship with the child 

in keeping with the best interests of the child. 

LD643 An Act To Authorize a Court To Appoint a Parenting Coordinator To 

Assist in Domestic Relations Actions 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HAYES 01P-AM H-459 
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This bill authorizes a court to appoint a parenting coordinator to oversee and resolve disputes that arise between 

parents in interpreting and hnplen1enting the final cotut order in a divo_rce judgn1ent or a parental rights and 

responsibilities judg1nent. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~459) 

This an1end1nent 1nakes the following changes in the bill that establishes the court's authority to appoint parenting 

coordinators. 

I. It clarifies that parenting coordinators may be selected from the guardian ad lite1n roster maintained by the 

District Court. It allows the court to establish additional requirements for parenting coordinators, but does not 

require that such additional qualifications be established. 

2. It clarifies that no state funds 1nay be used to pay the fees for a parenting coordinator. 

3. It provides an auto1natic repeal date of January 1, 2014. 

4. It allows the Supreme Judicial Court to enter into an agreement with a professional organization of guardians ad 

litem to establish a process to deal with con1ments and co1nplaints about parenting coordinators. 

5. It requires the Supreme Judicial Court to report annually to the joint standing co1nmittee of the Legislature having 

jurisdiction over judiciary nlatters regarding parenting coordinators. The committee nlay report out legislation based 

on the report to the !24th and !25th Legislatures. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P~~lic Law 2009, cljaptJ345 autllori;,,s ~court to appoint a par~ntJng ~bor?i~ator to oversee and res~lv~ disputes 

that-_ari_s~_betwe-en _p_~fe11t_s _.i~ · intyrpr~tin~_;:a?d _impl~m~nting-_th_e_Jinal -c~u_1t_order i_n a :divorce ju __ dg~e_nt _Or a lJarerii~f 
rights and responsibilities judgm~nt . Ap~r'llting coordin~for may be appointed '\hen the appointmentis in t.he best 
interest of the child or childr.en inyol\'ed,andwhen_the parents haye demonstl'ate:cI:a pattemofpersistent inability.01;' 

~11w_il_li!lgi~-~s~:to_)rn~ke_-pm~_nti~g;·-decisi-O,-~s o~ ___ tl~ei~'--9~-n~ c_()~P1Y::vJith\p<ll-~ntilig_agl'eeiri~_ii_~-an_c1_::?rdei:~:~:red_uce:th~i~.-
?~ild-relat_edconfli~tsi()1· proi,ct tl1eir child from the effects of that cmitlict. An individual servin~ as a JJ"!'entillg . 

coordinator acts astlie coqrt'~ ag~nt and has quasi-judicial im1nuni1y fora?.tspetfonned...,ithin th) scope of the ... · 

~utjes--_{)~the-par~_l1!111_g ~~l?rdin--~tq_r :a_~r.set f°-rt]i _in th~_- c_ot11t1 ~_-:_?-~de~:"-- 1Jie n~w- pr~'1_sio~S _d0_ not-l~i_t_tlie __ court!~ ~ 
authority to·. appointa.per~on to assist the parties in implementingspepificallyidentified issues as set forth in the·· 

tepns Olthe Cotiit·~_jji~gtTie~t--:~_ve11 ;~ou_gh-_th_e_:pefson-: is n?{qu~alifie_d-_ ~:a J>are~titig _coOrd_inatbr. The-_pa1~~s _-1n_tiSt 
con~ent~o the appointment, th~ appqintrn~ll.t must be in th~ bes~ interest of th~ child and the court. must co11sider any 

dom."stic abus~ be(wee11thepatties before,.!llaking the appointm~t. pie S11p1;:me Judicial (;~Qrtmayenter into ~n 
~~·ee1n~i:t vvith:a-profe~_sion_~l ~rg~.nizatiO~ ·qfgu_ar"di~s aa -1fre1!1 to .est'}b_lisb :-~;:P_r~ce~s to-·deal __ :with_ co1n_m_ents, ·and 
complai~1$ ab.out parenting coordinators; ·:The parenting coordinator law contains "1l. automatic repeal date.of 

Januafyl, 2014. 
----- - -- - --- --- - - ---- ,_. __ ,-;: .-

Nblic iaw iJo9, chapter~4s directs the Supreme Judicia!CourtJ0 ieport.annually tothejoi~t standmg committee • 

t>f the LegiSlature __ ~~Viri!ijiuisdi_ctiOn- over_j-~diC_i_arY_.-n1a~ers:reg_8:fd_illg-par_~n-tiiig-c_Oofdi~atOrs. The con11nittee-::J,riiiY 
r"J)mtout legislati9n_based_on'tlkreport to.the !24th and 125th Legislatures: . . 
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LD657 An Act To Allow the Award of Court Costs or Attorney's Fees in 
Protection from Harassment Actions 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CLEARY OTP-AM H-336 

This bill authorizes the cou1t to award court costs or reasonable attorney's fees to the defendant in protection from 

harassn1ent actions if the complaint is disn1issed. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-336) 

This amendment provides that, in a protection fron1 harassment action, if a judginent is entered against the plaintiff 

and the cou1t finds that the plaintiffs complaint is frivolous, the cou1t has discretion to award reasonable attomey1s 

fees and comt costs to the defendant, to be paid by the plaintiff. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publi_c I~a~·20_p9~--c11_apt.~r 263 Provides that; __ :in: ~-protection· f;o1n_'.har,3ss1~'ent_a~ti6n_,. if ajudg1llent is _~~tere_a __ a~ainst 
the plaintiff and the com.t. finds thattheplah1tiffs coµ>plaintis fiivolo?s,the .com1has. discreti~n to awardreasopaMe 
attorney's fees and court costs tq the defendant, to be paid by the plaintiff. . 

LD679 An Act To Allow a Court To Award Attorney's Fees in Successful 
Freedom of Access Appeals 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HASTINGS OTP-AM S-135 

This bill allows a cou1t to award a party that biings a successful appeal in a case involving the laws govetning 

freedom of access reasonable attorney's fees and expenses incurred in connection with the appeal. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-135) 

This amendn1ent replaces the bill. It gives the cou1i discretion to award reasonable atto111ey1s fees and litigation 

costs to a person who appeals the refusal to inspect or copy a public record or appeals action taken illegally in an 

executive session if the court dete1mines that the person substantially prevailed in the appeal and that the refusal or 

the illegal action was con1n1itted in bad faith. 

Atton1ey's fees and litigation costs may not be awarded to or against a federally recognized Indian tribe. 

Attorney's fees and litigation costs tnay be awarded in actions filed on or after January 1, 2010. 

Enacted Law Summary 

p·~blic--L-~;-_ 7009:-~h~pt~~ 42'.i gh1e_~:_th~--~o~-~tdi~~~-~ti01~to aw,ard_ r~~;~~ab1e_ att~~~Y'sfe~~--~d l_itig_~don -~~~~--tO_-~:- ~ 
~erson who appeals the r~fu~al t? inspect ?r copy a p11blic 1-ecord DI'. appeals a~tfon tak'i;n iU~gally i11 an el(ecutive 

session if the court determines that theperson substantiaUy prevailed .inthe appeal. and that the refusal oqhe illegal 

action was committed in b~dfaith. Attorney's fe~s andlitigationcosts may not be awarde.d to 'or agaiJ1stafederally 

recognized Indian tribe. Attorney's fees and litigatl01t. costs may be
0

awarded in actions fil;d on or after January I, 
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2010. 

LD689 An Act Regarding Guardians Ad Litem 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SMITHD ONrP 

This bill requires a court to appoint a guardian ad litem in a case of domestic abuse involving a 1ninor unless the 

court determines a guardian ad liten1 is not necessary. 

LD702 An Act To Allow the Donation of Certain Perishable Food Products to 
Nonprofit Organizations 

Sponsor(s) 

BROWNE 

DAVISG 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

This bill amends the law that establishes imtnunity for the donors and distributors of certain good faith food 

donations by clarifying that the immunity e"iends to donations of food that is beyond the date by which the 

1nanufacturer reco1nn1ends that the food be sold. 

Enacted Law Summary 

pubUri Lawzoo9,_ chapterf68 amen<li!he1a;,, that. estriblishes•i~muniiY for t~e•donor~ aridclistribut~rs of<O~rtain 
goqdfaith food donation,; l>Y clarifying that !heimrnllllity extends to donations .offood _that is beyond the date 6y 
which the rnanufucturer recmnn1ends that the food be sold. . - . . . 

LD 703 An Act Regarding Claims for Civil Perjury 

Sponsor(s) 

CROCKETTJ 

MILLSP 

Committee Report 

OTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill codifies the holding in Bean v. Cumtnings, 2008 ME 18, concerning actions for civil perjury. 

This bill repeals and replaces the cun·ent law on civil perjury, retaining the substance of the law while adding 

specific require1nents for the civil pe1jury action. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P~blic Law 2009, ch.apt~r 187codifiesthe holdillg in Beally. Cummings; 2oo8ME 18; con~ernjng _actions for civil 

pe1jury .. !(requires thatthe plaintiff include in the initiafpleadingstbe specific: testimony inth.,_fonner tr.iii.I that the 

plai~tiff cl ail"~ 1s p~rjury, The claim may notbe st1bmittedbased solely on therec?rd of the originill tri~L Evidenc~ 
is not _admis_sible if it )Vasdiss~verable by duediligence·before.th". forll)er trial ..• The plaintiff must pro\'e theaUeg!;d 

perjury by clear aa4 convhicin1;1 e_vidence, It is an affinnative defen~e that the defendantmay raise and prove that .. 
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tl1e plaintifil1~~-~o new·ev~dence-to--p1;~~ent conce_rriing·:th~- ~j)~ged perj~~Y. ·The Ple~dibg and p;~pf requi~~~~~i~ 
must be strictly cons\rued, 

LD 716 An Act To Change the Definition of "Domestic Partner" in the Laws 
Governing Custody of Remains 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PRATT 01P 

This bill changes the definition of "don1estic partner" in the laws goven1ing the custody of remains to make it 
consistent with other laws. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law2009, chapter 159~hanges th~ defi;,ition of "domesticpaltner'' inthefaws gov~rningtbe custody of 
remains to mak:e'.it"co11sistei1twith:6ther laws: 

PUBLIC 159 

LD734 An Act To Provide for Treble Damages for Injuries Caused by a Person 
under the Influence of Alcohol or Drugs 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

BARTLETT 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

01P MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill allows for treble recovery of con1pensatory da1nages for bodily injury caused by negligence involving 

operating a motor vehicle under the influence of alcohol or illegal drugs. 

LD 742 An Act To Amend the Composition of the Maine Commission on 
Domestic and Sexual Abuse 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

NUTTINGJ 01P-AM S-166 

This bill makes several changes to the membership of the Maine Commission on Domestic and Sexual Abuse. It 

reduces the nun1ber of n1ernbers-at-large fro1n eight to six, adds up to four members who are representatives of 

underserved populations and adds one member \¥ho provides services to tribal victims of do1nestic or sexual 

violence. All of these tnembers are appointed by the Governor. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-166) 

TI1is arnend1nent clarifies that one inember of the Maine Commission on Domestic and Sexual Abuse be a tribal 

n1ember and provide services, as part of a tribal progra1n, to tribal n1embers who are victiins of don1estic or sexual 

violence. 

Enacted Law Summary 
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Public Law 2009, chapter 257 rnakes several changes to the membership of the Maine Coml11ission on Domestic and 

.sexual Abuse. It reduces the number of mernbers-at-largefrom eight to siJ>, adds up to four members who. are 

r~pr_esentatives ofund~rserye_~:-P?Pul~tions an~ adds'.?~e-rnember-_who 1nust·_b~ a.tr,i~_al:me_1TI.b_e_r wl10 pr~yides 
service_s, as part-of a"tribal-piogra~_;_to tribal mernbers-wh_o are.v_ictitlls of_domest~~ or sexu~l~:yiolence. All oftlJ_ese 
~e~bers.are appointed by tl1-e __ GovernOr. 

LD 756 An Act To Discourage the Misuse of the Process for Obtaining 
Protection from Abuse 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

SCHATZ ONTP 

This bill addresses several issues in the protection fron1 abuse laws. 

Amendments Adopted 

l. It provides that a protection order n1ay be extended, but only for a thne certain, not to exceed 2 years. Current 

law does not put a tin1e lin1it on extensions. 

2. lt provides that an order entered as a consent agreetnent cannot be extended without the consent of both pa1iies. 

3. It requires the court to order the plaintiff to pay the reasonable attorney's fees of the defendant if the court finds 

that the allegations 1nade_ by the plaintiff\vere false or substantially inadequate to rise to the level of meriting relief 

or that the allegations were made \Vith the intent to harass the defendant. 

4. It provides that the court 1nay not order a continuance of an ex parte protection order when the plaintiff did not 

prove abuse in order to allow the plaintiff to initiate a parental rights and responsibilities action. 

5. It clarifies that discovery under the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 26 applies to actions under the 

protection from abuse laws. 

6. It provides that protection fi·om abuse actions have priority on the court1s docket over all other civil actions other 

than child protective custody hearings. 

See also LD 1143. 

LD777 An Act To Provide for an Expiration Date for Certain Harassment 
Notices 

Sponsor(s) 

STRANG BURGESS 

lYIILLS P 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-315 

This bill requires that critninal trespass orders and protection from harassn1ent orders issued by law enforcement 

officers expire two years after they are issued and requires a hearing in District Court v.1ithin 21 days of the issuance 

of the order, except for a criminal trespass order conce1ning a residence. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-315) 
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This a1nendn1ent replaces the bill. It does not amend the crin1inal trespass statutes. 

This an1end1nent atnends the language describing the crilne ofharass1nent by revising one element of the crhne. 

Cun·ent law provides that one way a person con11nits the crime of harassment is to engage in conduct \Vith the intent 

to harass, tonnent or threaten another person after having been forbidden to do so by law enforcen1ent. 111is 

amend1nent amends the ele1nent of notice by referring to it as a notification not to engage in the conduct. The 

notification tnay be in wliting or n1ay be n1ade orally, The notification expires one year after it is issued. 

The structure of the language of the Class E critne of harassment is revised to ensure that the expiration applies to 

only the notice provided by a law enforce1nent official. The mnendment does not affect protection fro1n harassinent 

orders or the crhne of harassment when co1nn1itted by a person in the custody of or under the supervision of the 

Department of Corrections. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PublkLaw 2009, chapt~r246 amends the.description ~fth~ cr'me offo1rassment by revising o~e el~.;;enfofthe -- -- ····· 

cril~e;. ,9urfent _law-prqvi_d~s that_ ~,ne way a p~~,on ___ t;()JPfllits th~_-crim_e-:ofh~assme~t-is to e.~ga_ge irl;co°:~~cfwith. th_~ 
,i11te_~t~o-_har.is5-;-Jofn1eht 9r.threat_en another:perso,J) a~~r havi~g-b'e-~Il fo_rb~dden ~o:-~Q so _bY,: 1,a\Ji:e_~fOrce~_ent _ _.
C~apter ;246 amends the.elem,e11t of notice by refe.rring to it as a n0ti:ficationuotto engage in the conduct. The 
nOtification_ n1aY be in writir~g Or 'may be 1nade ora1ly. --The notificatio11 expires orie year. a_ft_er it--is issued. 

-- :-__ ;- -: ,' - _.,, 

'j'hestructure of the language Qfth~ Class E crime ofhara~smentis revisedJoensure that t~e expiration ap!'lies. to 
pJll,x the noti.ce provided by a law .enforcement official .• Chapter 246 d~esn~taffect. pro!ectionfrom, hru"'7'Slll;e~t 
prde'fs .or the-:?rime of.harassment when co1nmitted by a pers_on- ~--the __ cusiody of_or_un_d~r-_!he,_ suPervision:of_the 
Department of Corrections, . . · 

LD784 An Act To Improve the Process for Recovering Personal Property 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DILL LTW 

This bill creates a new equitable cause of action to resolve disputes over rights in title to or possession of personal 

prope1ty and eliminates the npersonal property forcible entry and detainer11 action. Like the existing action of 

forcible entry and detainer, this cause of action retains summary process, prompt telief and streainlined procedural 

requirements. This bill specifies that the new remedy is equitable in nature and therefore does not entail a right to 

trial by jury. This bill gives to the District Court broad discretion in fashioning appropriate equitable relief. Finally, 
the bill makes provisions with respect to venue, discove1y and appeals that differ fro1n the practice in forcible entry 

and detainer actions. 

SeeLD 1184. 
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LD 796 An Act To Direct Fines Derived from Tribal Law Enforcement 
Activities to the Passamaquoddy Tribe and the Penobscot Nation 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SOCTOMAH 

RAYE 

OTP-AM H-527 

S-344 DIAMOND 

This bill provides that any civil penalties or fines or critninal fines imposed for a violation of any tribal or state~law 
within the Indian territory of the Passamaquoddy Tribe or the Penobscot Nation 1nust be remitted to the 

Passamaquoddy Tribe or the Penobscot Nation, respectively. This provision does not apply to a civil penalty or fine 

or a criminal fine imposed for a violation of any tribal or state law within the Indian territory of the Passan1aquoddy 

Tribe or the Penobscot Nation by a state court. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-527) 

This amendment replaces the bill and changes the title. 

It provides that all fines for Class D and Class E crimes and for civil violations in which a tribal law enforce1nent 

agency is involved by issuing a ticket, complaint, summons or warrant or by making an atTest must be remitted to the 

appropriate tribe, with one exception. The civil and criminal fines may not be remitted to the Passamaquoddy Tribe 

or the Penobscot Nation if the violation is a violation of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38. The court may award 

the Passamaquoddy Tribe and the Penobscot Nation costs associated with their participation in the investigation and 

prosecution of a Title 38 violation. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-344) 

This amendment requires the Judicial Branch to submit a report by January 15, 2012 to the joint standing 

committees of the Legislature having jurisdiction over appropriations and financial affairs andjudicia1y matters 

concerning the fiscal, adtninistrative and practical effects of the new lavv providing for the remitting of certain civil 

and criminal fines to the Passamaquoddy Tribe and the Penobscot Nation. The Attorney General n1ay sub1nit 

infonnation to be included in the report. 

This amend1nent repeals the new law on June 30, 2012. 

Enacted Law Summary 

i'i.ili!i~I~w2009,cnapter4J 7 prov'ld~sthataiifi~~sfo;Class D and Class.E crimesandfu~~ivilvic\k;!i~;;:~i;;:vvhicl1 
~ _tripa_l la~--~~nf~1·t4e,~e~t-:agericy:js<iii~Olv~d_ b~:-i_s_s-Uin_g-ati~~et;_ :~-Ompl~int'-;-_ su~cins-or_ W~rran~ :_~r bY_:-maj<l_ng-an · 
arrest_ fi1ust;b_e r~~llifted_t_o_ the.-appropriate_trib_e;_,_e)(_(i~pt'that cly_il all~_-criminal fines' 1-~~y-n:ot_l,le Tf!_rO_itte,d-tO th_e 
Passamaquoddy T,1ibe or th' l'enobs~ot N_ation ifthi; violation fa a violatiOJ1 of tile Maine ]levis\)dSU.tutes, Title 38c 
The comt may a\y~l'dJh~ f!!S~m;'aq~oddy Tribe and the:P,enobscot Nationco~ts a~sociated withtheir participation in 

theinves~igatio1:rand_prosecutionofa fitle~S. violatio11. The Judicia!Bri)llchmus~su~mit ar'p?rt by Januaiy 15,:---
20 l~ __ t_o the j_~int-st~pding_ cq,m_1nittci!s-Of th_e_ Legisl~ture havfngjud~_dicti_q~_:OveraP~1_·opi,·~_ati~I,1~ -_~1d pnanc_i_ala~fah~ 
an_dj~diciary ma~ers Col).c~iningthe fis~al,~~ministrative -and practical effects of Jhe_new la\y providing.for th~._ 
remitting of certain civ\1 and criminlil fin~s to tJie Passamaquoddy Tribe. and the PenobscotNatio11. The .Attorney 

GeueralJJ/aysubJJ1itinfoll11ation.1o_}:>eiI!cl!Jdei(in the repmt. _The entire section sunsets on_ June 30,2012. 
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LD797 An Act To Fully Implement the Legislative Intent in Prohibiting 
Offensive Place Names 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MITCHELLW 
SCHNEIDER 

OTP-AM H-312 

This bill clarifies the law concerning offensive place na1nes prohibiting the use of tenninology degrading towards 

wo1nen by prohibiting any derivation of nsquaw" or 11 squa" as a separate vvord or as part of a word or phrase. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-312) 

This amendment provides that use of 11 squan as a separate syllable in a word is also prohibited in naming places. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PUBLIC284 

---- -----.--------- - --------------
Public Law.2009, chapter 284 cl~rifies thelaw·concerning offensive place names prohibitlng.th.e use of tern1inology .. 
degradin.$_ t?yvard~_,wo1nenJ)y pr,oh_ibiting-"anjr derivat_ion_of J1squaw11 ()f 11~qua" _as a.~eparate __ :w9rd-or as pa:rt of a.word -

Or_p11ra~e~ ~d the µSe: __ of 11S9_~a11 as _a separate :syllable ·ll?.-a word_. 

LD 803 An Act To Authorize an Active Retired Justice or Judge To Conduct 
Arbitration and Chair Medical Malpractice Screening Panels 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HASTINGS OTP-AM S-106 

This bill amends the law to allow an active retired justice or judge to conduct arbitration and chair 1nedical 

1nalpractice screening panels in addition to those retired justices and judges who may perform those duties now. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-106) 

This a1nendment amends the la\¥ to allow an active retired justice or judge to chair n1edical 1nalpractice screening 

panels in addition to those retired justices and judges who n1ay perform those duties now. This a1nendn1ent also 

permits the Supreme Judicial Court to adopt rules that would pennit an active retired justice or judge to conduct 

arbitration. This atnendment also includes technical changes to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 4, section 104 to 

clarify that the Chief Justice of the Superior Court is authorized to direct and assign an Active Retired Justice of the 

Superior Court and that an Active Retired Justice of the Superior Court is· entitled to reimburse1nent for expenses 

actually and reasonably incun·ed in the perfonnance of duties. These technical changes also make the- law as applied 

to an Active Retired Justice of the Superior Court compatible with Title 4, section 157-B regarding an Active 

Retired Judge of the District Court. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pnbllciaw2QOfchapterB~ amends the law to allow an activereti~~djusti~e or judge to qonductarbitration and 
chair medica!m~~ractice scr~ening panels and pei;mits the Supreme Judicial Conrttoadopt rules that W?uld · pe1mit 

'an ~c_tiVe ___ r,~~-ir_e~ Jitstic_e _or_}_IJ,~_& __ ~_-to con{luct ~bitt~tjo~·_, __ (:h~P_ter 136_~_al_so h1_clUde_st~~h,nic~tch~-?ges}o_ t11?_:1\1[~ne-
Revised St.atutes,Title 4, section}04to clarify that the Chief Justice ofthe.S11perior Court isauthorized.t9.direct 

and.assi~11an A:ctiv~.Reti.red Justi9e?f the Superior Court.and that.an fl.ctiye Retired Justip<; of the Superi9r Courtis. 
entitled t() reill1bnrse111ent f()r expenses actµally and ryasonablyincllll·ed in the performance ofduties .. Thes~ .. 
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te~hn:i~~j ~hanges als;;n1~ke thb la~ as applied t;; ·~~Active RetirbclJ;;stice ofth~ Superior C:;;U:1t co1U:patibl;, wi.th 

Title 4, section 157-Bregarding an Active Retired Judge of the Disttict Court. . 

LD826 An Act To Protect Recreational Trails on Private Land by Exempting 
Certain Information on Recreational Trails from the Definition of 
"Public Records" 

Sponsor(s) 

BRYANTM 

BRYANTB 

Committee Report 

01P-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-211 

This bill exen1pts fro1n the definition of 11public records 11 inforn1ation in the possession of the Department of 

Conservation, Bureau of Parks and Lands regarding recreational trails that are located on private land and are 

authorized voluntarily as such by the landowner. 

Committee Amendment "A'' (H~211) 

This a1nendn1ent narrows the exception to the definition of "public records. 11 This a1nendn1ent provides that 

geographic infonnation about recreational trails is not a public record for trails located on private lands for which 

the landowners have voluntarily authorized the use of the trails, but there is no public deed or guaranteed right of 

public access for the trails. If the landowner authorizes the release of the information, it becotnes a public record. 

Other infonnation about the trails continues to be public. 

LD 826, as amended, was reviewed and evaluated by the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary pursuant to Maine 

Revised Statutes, Title 1, section 434, which requires review and evaluation of new exceptions to laws governing 

public records. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PUBLIC 176 

~ublie+1aw 2009, c)lapter 176 provi<les that geographic information ab9utrecl'eatio~~l t:ails iSnot a public ;ecord .............. . 

for trails Iop~tep on priv~telarid~ forwhich the lando?"nershave v~]~ntm1ly a\ltb<Jrized the use of the trails, bul there • ·• · 
is no p~bli()~"ed 01; guaran.teed right of public access for the trails, 1f !be laudo"'11"r authorizes th.e release 9fthe 

inf{lrmapon, itheco111es fiPl\\)liS 1'eco\'d., ·O!herin.fmm.atk>n aboutthetrajls· continues tobe):mblic ... 

LD827 An Act To Exempt Protection from Abuse Orders from the Notification 
and 30-day Waiting Period Requirements under the Uniform 
Enforcement of Foreign Judgments Act 

Sponsor(s) 

BRYANTM 

HOBBINS 

Committee Report 

01P-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-240 

This bill exempts foreign protection orders from the requirements of providing notice to the defendant and the 

30-day waiting period for enforcement. This bill also exempts from registration, docketing, transcription or other 

enforce1nent fees the filing of a foreign protection order. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-240) 

This amendment adds an e1nergency preamble and einergency clause to the bill. 
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Enacted Law Summary 

Public L_aw 2009, chapte~ 202 exemptsforeignprotection orders from the ~·equire111ent~ ofproyiding notice to the 
defendant and the 3?:-day _waifing_-~eripd fo1_· enforc,ement. -Cha,pter202 aISo exe1npts from--registration,_docketing1 
transcription-or other enforcement feeS the filing of afoft:ign_p_rotection order. 

Public Law 2009, chapter202_v;~s emictedas_an emergency measure effective.May26, 2009. 

LD 828 An Act To Enhance the Shielding of Journalists' Sources ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

HINCK 
BLISS 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill expands the protections of the journalist shield law to include all infonnationi both confidential and 

nonconfidential, received by ajournalist acting in ajoun1alistic capacity as well as the source of that inforn1ation. 

LD882 An Act To Consolidate and Modernize Maine's Courts 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MITCHELLE OTP-AM 

This bill increases the maximutn amount of secu1ities that 1nay be issued by the Maine Gove1n1nental Facilities 

Authority for specific alloCation to the judicial branch. The increase will be used to fund projects for court facilities 

in Augusta, Dover-Foxcroft and Machias. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-154) 

This amendn1ent corrects the total an1ount to be available for the identified court construction and renovation 

projects. 

The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

LD 882 was incorporated in the Committee Amendment to LD 353 (Budget), and is Part WWWW of Public Law 
2009, chapter 213. 

LD 889 An Act To Limit Liability for Certain Noncommercial Aviation 

Activities 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

NASSR OTP 
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This bill an1ends the landowner recreational liability law to include nonconunercial aviation activities in the 

definition of nrecreational or harvesting activities. n A landowner v.1ho allows recreational or harvesting activities on 

the landowner's property is not liable for injuries or property da1nage that happens to those n1embers of the public 

taking part in that activity. 

Enacted Law Summary 

~ubli~ L.~i.2009,. ~hapte.r 156 rune~-ds ti~~-landOwner re~~~~ti~~~a1_ lia~'ii'ity iaw to ln-~lud~-~~llcommerci~l-aViat_i~n:-.
activitieS in the _d:efinition of _'_'recre_ationa1 or:;ha1vesting_activities. n_. A landowner who allows-recreational or ·_ 
harvesting a~tivities on the landowner's prqperty is nqt liable for injuries or property. damage that happens to those 
memhers_ofthepublictak.ingpart in that activity, . 

LD897 An Act To Prohibit Mandatory Binding Arbitration 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

GOODE ONTP 

This bill requires agreements to submit to arbitration to be optional, except for collective bargaining agreements. 

See LD 1256. 

LD 898 An Act To Amend the Law Pertaining to Permanently Restricted Funds 

of Municipal Public Libraries 

Sponsor(s) 

GILES 
RECTOR 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill allows the governing board of a municipal public library to spend the dividend and interest income of an 

endowment fund, even if the fair value of the endowment fund is less than the historic dollar value of the 

endown1ent fund. 

SeeLD 1402. 

LD944 An Act To Increase the Evidentiary Standard Required To Establish a 

Guardianship 

Sponsor(s) 

BRYANTM 
BRYANTB 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-479 

This bill amends the Probate Code to require clear and convincing evidence to support court findings under the 
Probate Code in guardianship and conservatorship proceedings. The two exceptions are that findings necessary 

to remove a guardian or conservator 1nust be 1nade upon a preponderance of the evidence and that a conservator 
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may be appointed ifthe court determines upon a preponderance of the evidence that property will be wasted or 

dissipated unless proper management is provided or that funds are needed for support, care and welfare. 

Committee Amendment "A 11 (H~479) 

This an1end1nent replaces the bill. It clarifies that the clear and convincing standard applies only to nontetnporary, 

adult guardianships and conservatorships in which the protected person does not consent to the guardianship or 

conse1vatorship. Consent is valid only if the alleged incapacitated person appears in court or provides voluntary 

written consent. It also clarifies that in conservatorship proceedings a court must find by clear and convincing 

evidence that the person is unable to manage the person1s property or affairs but can find by a preponderance of the 

evidence that the person has property that needs protection. Finally, the an1endment also clarifies the procedure for 

the termination of guardianship and conservatorship by a protected person. These provisions provide that the 

protected person n1ust present a prima facie case that guardianship or conservatorship is not necessary and then the 

burden shifts to the respondent to show by clear and convincing evidence that the conservatorship or guardianship is 

necessary. 

Enacted Law Summary 

public La~ ioo9, ch~pter 349 provides tllatthe evi<lentiacy standard to est~blish a gtrarcli~sbip o~ conservator~hlpis 
clea.r ~d .convincing .evidence for only nontemporary '· adt!lt guardianships andconservatorships in which the · 

protec~ed person.dO!'S not co.n~entto the guardianship orconservatorsbip:. Consem is valid onlyifthe alleged 

ipC~~~citated _pers,on_--ap~ears:_in-c,omt or_ Proyi_d~_s: volull_ta1y written-co,n_~e:rit_ It_~sq-clarifie_s_ th_at-l_n:-conserV~t:orShip 
proceedings a courtm,;s~find by clear ~nd coµvincingevidence that ~1e personis unable to manage the person's 

pr()~erty or affairs bu~ ca~ find byapre~ondera11ce of!he evidence that.the person hasproperty that needs 
P.rotection. Chapter.;349 also Clarifies the procedure for th.e tem1inat.ion o. f guardianship and.c. on.s.ervatorship by a 
pro(~cted person. . .. · . .. . · .. · · · .· . · . . • . 

LD 945 An Act To Protect the Rights of Siblings Separated by Adoption 

Sponsor(s) 

BRYANTM 

BRYANTB 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill protects the dght of an adoptee who is under 21 years of age and has had sibling relationships disrupted by 

the adoption of that person fro1n foster care to maintain contact with that person1s siblings. An adoption court has 

the authority to weigh the person's best interest against the person's right to n1aintain sibling contact and, if contact is 

approved, 1nay incorporate in the adoption decree any appropriate conditions of contact between siblings. 

LD947 An Act To Amend the Laws To Ensure Equity in the Judicial 

Retirement Program 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

TRINWARD OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-313 

This bill imple1nents the recommendation of the Judicial Con1pensation Con1mission that members of Maine's 

judiciary with retire1nent contributions earned in the Legislative Retirement Progran1 be allowed to fully transfer 

these contributions to the Judicial Retirement Program. The bill also requires any n1e1nber who transfers retirement 

contributions from the State Employee and Teacher Retire1nent Progran1 or the Legislative Retire1nent Program to 
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pay the costs to have the contributions transfen·ed to the Judicial Retiren1ent Program. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~313) 

This a1nendment clarifies that, upon appointment as a judge, a 1nen1ber of the Legislative Retirement Progra1n n1ay 
transfer accun1ulated contributions and n1embership to the Judicial Retirement Progra1n only if that n1en1ber pays the 
full actuarial costs associated with including the transfen·ed service as service in the Judicial Retirement Progran1. 

This a1nendn1ent deletes any changes proposed in the bill concerning in embers of the State E1nployee and Teacher 

Retirement Progran1. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 267 provides that, upon appointment as ~judge,arnember of the Legislativ<: Retirement 

Program may transfer accumulated contributions and membership to the Judicia.1 Retirem.ent Program only if that 

member pays thefu11 actuarial costs a~sociated. with including t~1e transferred.service. as service .in the· Judicial 
Retireinent Program. 

LD 961 An Act To Amend the Maine Condominium Act Regarding Escrow of 

Assessments 

Sponsor(s) 

DILL 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-418 

This bill creates the definition in the Maine Condominiun1 Act of "priority amounts, n which includes heat, utility 

and regular condo1niniu1n association assessments for a 6-1nonth period before filing a lawsuit to enforce a lien and 

the costs and attorney's fees to enforce the lien. This bill also gives a lien based upon priority amounts priority over 

a first mortgage and establishes that, if the association fails to send the first ino1tgagee notice of a lien action, the 

association cannot collect costs or attorney's fees. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~418) 

This amendn1ent is the 1najority repo11. This amendment replaces the bill and authorizes a condo1ninium association 

to require the payment into escrow of assessments to a total of 6 months' worth of assessments for each unit. Interest 

inust be paid on the an1ounts escrowed. The association shall return the assess1nent pay1nents 1nade, together with 

interest earned, to the unit owner when the owner sells the unit and has fully paid all the assessments due. 111e 

association may use the balance in the account to offset any assessments remaining unpaid. 

Committee Amendment "B" (H-419) 

This an1end1nent is the n1inority report. This amendment deletes heat ~nd utilities from the priority a1nounts to 

which a condominium association is entitled and lhnits attorney's fees to $1,500. This amend1nent gives the 

condominiu1n association's lien priority over a first mortgage only if the niortgage is created on or after October 1, 
2009. This amendment does not affect the priority of existing mortgages. (Not adopted) 

Enacted Law Summary 

PubH~_-L_aW-2009~-c~apt~_r :332 a11th_6fizes-a ~O_ndo~:iniulTI assochiti~~ tO.req_U~re-t~e pa)rinelltinto es_~i·riW_of_ 
asse8,~n1ent_s to a total_ of--6 months1 -'Yorth _of as_sess_~ents for -~ct~li ~it'._: _In~:rest0must be paid o_n ___ th:_~-:~~Unts,"'~-
escf?Wed'._-- The associ~tion, __ shall ren,un _the __ ass_esslllent payments m~de, ·to~ether_ with:inien;:st ~a~e4_, _t? the_ ~t 
owner when tl)e owner sells. the unit and has fully paid all the assessm.ents du,e, The aisociation may use the b.alauce 

_in_ the account t6 offs·e~ an:y.assess1nents r~lnaining--urlPaid, 
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LD 962 An Act To Protect Family Caregivers DIED ON 
ADJOURNMENT 

Sponsor(s) 

DILL 
BLISS 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill amends the Maine Human Rights Act to expand the protections against discrin1ination in employment to 
include fa111ily caregivers. "Family caregiveru 1neans a person who cares for that person1s child, parent, spouse, 

domestic partner or sibling. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-295) 

This amend1nent is the inajority report. This a1nendn1ent clarifies the definition of 11fan1ily 1ne1nber, n which the bill 
added to the Maine Human Rights Act, to cross-reference the definitions of 11 don1estic pa1iner11 and "sibling" in the 
laws concerning family n1edical leave. This amendment directs that the addition of fan1ily caregiver status as a 
category protected from etnployment disctin1ination may not be construed to require an en1ployer to provide 
acco1nrnodation for fa1nily caregivers. (Not adopted) 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-259) 

This an1end1nent deletes the section of Con1rnittee Arnendn1ent nA 11 that establishes a rule of constJuction in 
unallocated language. This an1endment adds a new provision to the Maine Human Rights Act in the description of 
what constitutes unlawful discrimination to clarify that a clahn for unlawful discrimination based on frunily 
caregiver status tnay be inaintained only by proof that the complaining party has been harmed by a covered entity1s 
bias, prejudice or unwa1Tanted stereotyping relating to the clain1ant1s status as a fan1ily caregiver. The new provision 
provides that the inclusion of family caregiver status as a prohibited category of discrhnination does not create a 
right to acco1n1nodation or itnpose any duty on employers to alter work schedules or other conditions of 
employment. (Not adopted) 

LD981 Resolve, To Establish a Study Commission To Examine the Issue of 
Eminent Domain 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DAVISG ONTP 

This resolve establishes a study con1mission to examine the issue of etninent domain and to ascertain when it is 
proper to use eminent domain. The con1mission must submit a repott and suggested legislation to the Joint Standing 
Committee on the Judicimy, which has authority to submit legislation to the Second Regular Session of the !24th 

Legislature. 

498 

ONTP 



Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary 

LD 1006 An Act To Create the Probate and Trust Law Advisory Commission 

Sponsor(s) 

DJLL 
HASTINGS 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-349 

This bill establishes the Probate and Trust Law Adviso1y Corn1nission, which is modeled on the Family Law 

Advisory Co1nn1ission and the Critninal Law Advisory Commission, to conduct an ongoing evaluation of probate 

and t1ust laws and to recon11nend a1nendn1ents based on that examination. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-349) 

This an1endment deletes the payment of expenses to the Probate and Trust Law Advisory Con11nission. Members of 

the co1nrnission will not receive compensation. This amendment directs the Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial 

Cou1t, rather than the Governor, to appoint two Probate Court Judges to the comn1ission. This amendment requires 

the con11nission to report on its activities by January 15th in 2010 and 2011. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PublicLaw ~009, chapter 262 estaqlishes the Probate-and !•u~tLaw Ad~isoiy Commissio~, 1¥hidi is m~d~led on 
tl1e.EllmilyLa\¥ Advisoiyyom1nission 8J1dthe CriminalLaVl'Advis9iyCommission; toco~dµctan ongoing 
evalu~tl~p_.of_p~Obate_.a11d tf1:1:~tlaws--and tO fecommen~,_an1e)1_~eOts b~e:-~ o~ -that exa~inatiOn._-,-/ -

LD 1020 An Act To End Discrimination in Civil Marriage and Affirm Religious 

Freedom 

Sponsor(s) 

DAMON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM A 

ONTP B 

OTP-AM C 

Amendments Adopted 

S-109 

This bill repeals the provision that lhnits man·iage to one man and one woman and replaces it with the authorization 

for marriage between any two persons that 1neet the other require1nents of Maine law. It also specifies that a 

marriage between two people of the same sex in another state that is valid in that state is valid and must be 

recognized in this State. This bill also clarifies that the authorization of 1naniage between two people of the san1e 

sex does not compel any religious institution to alter its doctrine, policy or teaching regarding marriage or to 

solemnize any rnan·iage in conflict with that doctrine, policy or teaching. It also specifies that a person authorized to 

join persons in inarriage and who fails or refuses to join persons in matTiage is not subject to any fine or other 

penalty for such failure or refusal. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-109) 

This amend1nent is the majority report of the Joint Standing Comn1ittee on Judiciary. It incorporates a fiscal note. 

Committee Amendment "B" (S-110) 

This is the minority report of the Joint Standing Comn1ittee on Judiciary. This amendment makes the Act contingent 

on approval by the voters in a referendum at the general election in November. The title of the bill is changed to 

reflect the referendum addition. (Not adopted) 
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Senate Amendment "A" (S-112) 

This amendment makes the Act contingent on approval by the voters in a referendu1n at the general election in 

November. The title of the bill is changed to reflect the referendum addition. (Not adopted) 

Senate Amendment "B" (S-113) 

This a1nendn1ent makes the Act contingent on approval by the voters in a referendun1 at the general election in 

November. (Not adopted) 

Senate Amendment "C" (S-114) 

This a1nend1nent makes the Act contingent on approval by the voters in a referendutn at the general election in 

November. The title of the bill is changed to reflect the referendum addition. (Not adopted) 

Senate Amendment "D" (S-115) 

This amendment 1nakes the Act contingent on approval by the voters in a referendu1n at the general election in 

November. (Not adopted) 

House Amendment "A" (H-230) 

This a1nendn1ent n1akes the Act contingent on approval by the voters in a referendum at the general election in 

November. The title of the bill is changed to reflect the referendum addition. (Not adopted) 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public ~~w 2009, chapter 82 repealstheprovi~ionthatlimits marriage to o~e man anclon~ womana11ctrep1a~es 
it -with .the authorizatio.n for. marriage between any t\vo .persons that meet the ?!her requir~rnents of Maine l~w:. 
~talso specillesthat amarriage between two p~ople of the ~~1ne sexin anot\m state that is valid in that state i~ 
yal!d and must berecogn~ed inthis state; Chapter 82 also cfarilles that the authorizatio~ of marriagebetween 

tw?·~eo~le of the same s~.x does .not co!npel anyreligious institution to alte~its d?ftrine, policy or teaching . · 

r. eg. ar .. d.in. g. m. ar.ri .. ag. . e o. r to sol·. emn. iz. ·.e ... ··. any mar .. r. i.a .. g·.·e.1.·n .. c··· o. n. fli .. ct with·.. th.at •. d. octr ... .in·.· · .. e ... '.··.·P .. o .. li ... c ..... ·.Y·. ·. ortea .. chin .. g .. ·.· ... r.t. also. 
specillest11ata p~rs?n au!horized to Join perso11s fa m~rriage an.ct whofails or re:fiJses to join persons in. 
marriage. is notsubject to any fine or other penaltyfor such failure.orre:fiJsal. ... 

LD 1039 An Act Concerning Advanced Directives To Give Effect to a Person's 

End-of-life Health Care Decisions 

Sponsor(s) 

BRYANTM 
BRYANTB 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-210 

This bill directs the Attorney General to develop two education programs. The first education program is directed at 

educating the public about the steps necessary to have their end-of-life decisions honored by inedical personnel. The 

second education program is ain1ed at the legal community and others who prepare or help individuals complete 

living wills and other advance health care directives. This bill directs the Attorney General to convene a study group 

of interested parties to ensure patients' end-of-life decisions are honored when patients are transferred fron1 a nursing 

home to a hospital. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-210) 

This a1nendrnent deletes section 2 of the bill, which directs the Attorney General to convene a study group to address 

honoring health care decisions when patients are transferred fron1 nursing homes to hospitals. 
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Enacted Law Summary 

Private&. Specia1Law2009, cllapte~17 directs the Attorney G~ner~l to develop two edl.lc~tion p;ograms. The first 

educati_ori"pr~gfain_ is_ dire~teCl at-educating·fl1e·:;publiC_ ~1Jout_ thestep·s -ne·c~ssary :_tO bave-their __ end~of"."Iife dec_ision~: _ 
h?.nored by medicalpersonneL The sec;ohd educ~tion program is aimed ~t the legalcommnnity and others viho . 
prepare or help ipdividuals complete living wills and other advance heaUh care dh·ectives. 

LD 1079 An Act To Prohibit a Parent without Parental Rights from Inheriting 

from an Adult Child Who Dies without a Will 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CLARKH ONTP 

This bill prohibits a parent whose parental rights have been terminated with regard to a child from inheriting fron1 
that child if the child dies intestate. 

LD 1108 An Act To Amend the Statute of Limitations under the Maine Human 

Rights Act 

Sponsor(s) 

DILL 

BLISS 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-293 

This bill changes the statute of limitations under the Maine Hun1an Rights Act fron1 six months to 300 days after an 

alleged act of discrimination to file a co1nplaint with the commission, requires the Maine Human Rights Commission 

to conclude its investigation of a con1plaint within two years of the alleged act of discriinination and changes the 

time fratne to file a lawsuit fron1 two years after the alleged act of discrin1ination to 90 days after the issuance of a 

right-to-sue letter. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-293) 

This amendment provides that complaints filed with the Maine Human Rights Com1nission may be notarized after 

filing. 

This amendment revises the bill to provide that the co1nn1ission must conclude its investigation of a complaint 

within two years after the complaint is filed with the commission. This amendn1ent amends the bill to require that a 

lawsuit must be filed within either two years after the act of unlawful discrimination complained of or 90 days after 

the con1mission dismisses a complaint, issues a right-to-sue letter or fails to conciliate a reasonable grounds case, 

whichever is later. 

Enacted Law Summary 

ONTP 

PUBLIC 235 

Puhlic Law ~009, ~h~pter 235 providestha\f?lill'Iaints.filed with.the Maine ·):lumanilights Commissi~n may be 
--,-------cc--,---

notarized. afier fi\ingc It provides thatthe .conJI!lission must conclude itsinvestigation of a COJilplaint within two.· 

years after the complain ti~. filed with t~e. commission .. A lawsuit must be.filed within. either two ye'!fS after the act . 

of unlawful :dis~riminatio_~,-cOtTI_plai~ed :of or -90 4ays: aft_er _t~e- c_q~run_ission di~_~i~~_es .a complai11t, -i~s~es :a 
fight~t9~sue:letter :9:t:~fai1s to- _conciliate -~-reasonable' groundS c~C;-Whichever i~,_lat~r< 
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LD 1118 An Act To Expand Rights for Maine Families 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

FOSSEL ONTP 

This bill provides that registered domestic partners have the saine rights, protections and benefits and are subject to 

the san1e responsibilities, obligations and duties under law, \Vhether they derive from statute, administrative rule, 

court rule, govemn1ent policy, con11non law or any other provision or source of law, as are granted to and hnposed 

upon spouses. The delayed effective date of January 1, 2010 is included to provide time for preparations for the 
change in the law. 

LD 1132 An Act To Establish the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HOBBINS OTP-AM S-233 

This-bill establishes the Maine Com1nission on Indigent Legal Services, an independent and pe1manent statutory 

entity, to provide efficient high-quality representation to indigent crin1inal defendants, juvenile defendants and 

children and parents in child protective cases, consistent with federal and state constitutional and statutory 

obligations. All attorneys providing indigent legal services will be paid through the commission. This bill also 
authorizes a one-time transfer of all necessary funds and positions from the judicial branch to the Maine 

Co1n1nission on Indigent Legal Services in order to create the co1n1nission at no additional cost to the General Fund. 

Committee Amendment "A 11 (S~233) 

This amendment clarifies language in the etnergency prea1nble and elsewhere in the bill to correctly describe when 

the State is obligated to provide indigent legal services. This amendn1ent revises language to n1aintain consistency 

throughout the bill with regard to quality indigent legal services. This amendment requires the Governor, the Chief 

Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court, the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 

when making recommendations and appointments to the co1nn1ission, to consider input from persons and 

organizations with an interest in the delivery of indigent legal services. This amendn1ent requires that the 

individuals appointed to the comn1ission must have, in addition to the qualifications listed in the bill, the skills and 

knowledge required to ensure that quality representation is provided in each area of law. This amendment revises 

the qualifications for the executive director of the Maine Com1nission on Indigent Legal Services to provide that the 

executive director 1nust have experience in the legal field, including, but not limited to, the provision of indigent 

legal services, but need not be an attorney licensed in this State. This an1end1nent requires the coinmission to 

consider other programs necessary to provide quality and efficient indigent legal services and to recognize, when 

establishing tninimum attorney qualifications, that quality representation in each of these types of cases requires 

counsel with experience and specialized training in that field. This a1nendn1ent requires the conunission to develop 

an adn1inist:rative and review process for attorneys who are aggrieved by a decision of the executive director. This 

amendment provides that the con1mission1s rules concerning standards governing experience, training and other 

qualifications for contract counsel and assigned counsel are major substantive rules and must be submitted to and 

reviewed by the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over judiciary inatters before they 

take effect. This atnendment establishes the executive director as a major policy-influencing position and sets the 
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sala1y at range 52. This amendtnent authorizes pay1nent of the legislative per diem to the con1mission n1e1nbers, in 

addition to ex'Penses. This an1end1nent also adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Lltw 2009, chapter419 establishes the Maine C~mmission on Indigent Legal Services, ail independent and 

peiffi_aneUt-StatutOry-ellticy_,:tO provid7 __ ~ fudigent p-erson_Who-is facillg-lliCaice_ratiO~ m-·a Criminai cas_e,_-Who is 
charge4.with a juvenile crime, 'Nhois a parent subjecttoa child protection action or who is fa~inginyoluntary 

copimilnlent to a psychiatric hospital counsel atstate expens~ consistent with federal and state consti~tional and. 

s1atutol)'9bligations .. Tue copipiission cons is.ts of five members appointed bx the Governor and confirmed by the 

Legislature. T.he Governo1~ the Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial .Court, the J:'resident ofthe.Senate and the. 

:Speaker_:of the-Hous:e ofRepr_~sentati_~es, ·when making rec _ _ollltnendatio_ns and appoi1:1tmen~ to the commission, must 
cm1sider input frompersons and organizations with an interest in thedelivery of indigent legal s~ryi.ces. Tue 

h1d~viduals ~PJ'Ointed to th.e comn1ission nmst have, in addition to the qualifications listed in the bill, the skills and 
knowledge reqUired to ensure that qua]ityrepresentation isprovided in each area of law. The commissio~ will 

deyelop standards for the delivery (.)f indigent legal services and wiU establish and maintain !l system that uses 

appointed,private a~orneys; contracts with individral attorneys or groups ofattorneys an~ consid:r ffi!Y other 

P",'~ap1. necessaiy to. provide quality ~nd efficient judigentlegal services .. Tue C()1llmission shall appoirit an 

e.xe~utive di~ectorto carry Oljt the .day-to-day activities of the commission. ·.AIL attorneys jirovidingirjdigent1eg,.J 

servic:s will b~ paid through the commission. CJiapter 419 authorizes a one-time tr"!'Sfer of all necessaryfunds and 

positions from th~ Judicial Branchto th~ Maine Copipiission onTridigent Legal Services in order to ere.ate the 
commission at nq additional cost to the General Fund,. The .commission shall·develop an administrative and review 

PrC>:cess-: f9~.:-~tto1"f_CJs ,wh()- are_ aggcl~_V~c(by _~'._decisi011_ o~ the 'exec~tive ___ direCior:_, __ The commisS,~-~~'s,-iUles collpeffiing 
st~_dards ·g?f eritlng ~xp~rience;_trallµ~g:an~- _ot~er qualifi_~~~ions f~r co_!l_tract_ cou_~sel and .assigned couuseJ _are 
pi~jorsub~tal'tive ru~esand must be submittedro and reyiewed by the joint standing co.mmitteeofthe Legislature 

havingjurisdiction over judiciary matters before they take effect. 
' .. . . 
PubJ(cLaw 2009, chapter 419 wai enacted as ~emergency measure effective June 17,2009. 

LD 1143 Resolve, Directing a Study of Domestic Violence and Parental Rights 

and Responsibilities 

Sponsor(s) 

MORRISON 

BLISS 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-472 

This bill creates a rebuttable presumption in the awarding of sole and joint parental rights and responsibilities in 

cases of do1nestic abuse in a fa1nily. It is presu1ned that a parent who has a history of perpetrating domestic abuse 

will not be awarded pritnary residence or shared residence with children. This bill is modeled on law enacted in 

Louisiana and many other states, as well as on the National Council of Juvenile and Fa1nily Coutt Judges1 model 

code. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-472) 

This amendment deletes the bill, changes the title and replaces it with a resolve directing the Maine Co1nn1ission on 

Domestic and Sexual Abuse to undertake a study on domestic violence, parental rights and responsibilities and the 

protection fro1n abuse process. The com1nission shall invite interested parties to participate and shall report to the 

Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary by February 1, 2010. The report may include reco1nn1endations for further 

data collection, research and analysis to address the subjects that are included in the study. The con1mittee may 

report out legislation to the !24th Legislature in 2010. 

Enacted Law Summary 
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Resolve 2009~ ~hapi~~ iicf-,iii'.ects th~ M~iri_~-C~1~~n~iss:l~~-~~~--D~~~~ti~:-~~-~f S~~~ Ab~se-to- undert-~k~-_a study on 

dqn1estic __ vi01ence,-parenta1_ -right~ and responsibilities at1d th~:P_rotectiOn _from abuS_e _pr6cess. The co1nmissiOn sh_all
invite interested parties to participate.and shallreporttothe Joint Standing Coll1JDittee on fodiciaiy by February 1, 
2010 .. The report may include recommendations for further dat~ colle9tion, resear9h and analysis to address the 
subjects that are included in the study. The committee may report out legislation to the !24th Legislature in 2010. 

LD 1179 An Act To Create a Post-judgment Mechanism To Provide Relief for a 

Person Whose Identity Has Been Stolen and Falsely Used in Court 

Proceedings 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM H-409 

This bill is proposed by the Critninal Law Advisory Cornn1ission. It provides for a comprehensive post-judgment 

method of relief when a person's identity has been stolen and falsely used by another person in a criminal, civil 

violation or traffic infraction proceeding. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-409) 

This amendment limits the right to appointed counsel for indigent petitioners to cases involving criminal 

convictions. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter Z87 pmvidesfor a C{)mprehensive post-judgmentm~thod of relief when a person's identity 
has ~_een.stole-n agd_ fal~~ly_.~_sed by:anoiher:petso_n-:-iIL_a crimi~al,:ci_yil-vh)lation_Or_traffi~jflfra_~tioll proc~_e4_ing._ The. 
final outcolne _in that:p~oc~_t!difl,g i_s_ i_mfllate~aL; :-,T:_he reli~f ~ffeye_d, is __ a-court d_etermin_ati6-n of fa_ctual j_nnode":ce __ an4 
the correction of the c.ourt records and related. criminaljustice agency records .. ·This bill does notprovide relieftQ a 
person:~hO-b~---s_tolen -an:other perSP~11s identit)i_-arid_false1y_-tis_ed}f-m -a Crilllinal;' civil--vi_OI_iltion:bf ti:a~C-mfi:aCtJqi1 
proceeding; 

LD 1184 An Act To Improve the Process for Recovering Personal Property and 

for Filing Actions Involving Consumer Credit 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HASTINGS OTP-AM S-175 

This bill creates a new equitable cause of action to resolve disputes over rights in, title to or possession of personal 

property and to eliminate the personal prope1ty forcible entry and detainer action. The new course of action includes 

surn1nary process, pro1npt relief and streamlined procedural requirements. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-175) 

111is amendtnent atnends the bill to clarify that, for venue purposes, consumer transactions include rental-purchase 

agreen1ents in addition to consun1er credit transactions. The an1endrnent retains, with a few changes, the text for the 

new cause of action to resolve disputes over rights in, title to or possession of personal property and to elin1inate the 

personal property forcible entry and detainer action, but establishes a new separate chapter for the ne-w cause of 

action. 111is amend1nent provides that the cou1t 1nay issue a writ of possession seven days after the judgement is 
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entered, which is consistent \Vith current law. The bill allo\vs a writ to be issued six days after the entry of the 

judgment. The bill provides that, in a contempt proceeding that may be brought against a defendant who does not 

comply with the writ of possession within two days of service, the judgment creates a rebuttable presumption that 

the defendant has the ability to put the sheriff or constable into possession of the property. This an1end1nent clarifies 

that the presun1ption shifts the burden of production of evidence to the defendant, but that the burden of persuasion 

reinains upon the plaintiff in the conten1pt proceeding. The bill as a1nended is not intended to create any new right 

to a jury trial, or to expand any tight to aju1y trial that may now exist under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 14, 

section 6012. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 245 creates a cause of action to resolve disputes over riihtsin, title to .or possession.of 

personal property and eli1ninate_s the_ current personal property forcible entcy _and detaint?r action. _ Th_e new cause. of_ 

a~tion i'nclu_deS Su1~marj-pro_ce·ss_,_ pr~~pt relief and _streamHned_,procedural requ_irenlents~- ~or ~enuC _J?~rposes, · 
consumer transactions include_ rental-purchase ~greements_ in addition to co_nsumer_:_crydit tr_~nsactions. It is not 

h1te_~-~ed to cre~te: _an~ -n~w--right to a jury trial, or to expand any: right to a jury-trial -_that ·may _now.-exis~-under the 
Maine Revised St~tutes,Title 14, se.ction. 6012. 

LD 1188 An Act To Clarify Child Protection Proceedings 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PERRY J ONTP 

This bill amends the child protection laws. It: 

I. Gives a person seven days to petition the court to quash a subpoena requesting telephone or utility bills or 

personal inforn1ation; 

2. Requires the Department of Health and Hu1nan Services to provide a report prior to a child protective proceeding 

detailing the expenses incun·ed prosecuting the proceeding and in atte1npting to unify a child with or prevent 

removal of the child from the child's family; 

3. Requires the departinent to provide swo111 testin1ony or affidavit as to efforts to notify the parents or custodian of 

a child or facts justifying exception to notice in a preliininary protection proceeding; 

4. Requires District Courts to keep publicly accessible records relating to prelin1inary protection hearings including 

notice given, exceptions to notice taken and other info1mation; 

5. Requires parties under most circumstances to resolve disputes within the adjudicatory structure of the department 

after disposition in a protection proceeding has been ordered; 

6. Clarifies what constitutes reasonable efforts in the department1s requirement to rehabilitate or reunify a family; 

7. Clarifies the rights of a parent when a child is in the custody of an adult relative; and 

8. Strengthens the provisions requiring placement of a child with an adult relative. 
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An Act To Change the Statute of Limitations for Health Care 
Practitioners 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

MILLSP ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill provides a statute of lin1itations for actions for professional negligence regarding health care providers and 

health care practitioners of three years after the negligence is discovered but in no event more than six years after the 

cause of action accrues. 

ONTP 

LD 1199 ·An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Right To Know 
Advisory Committee 

PUBLIC240 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM H-314 

This bill implements the recommendations of the Right To Know Advisory Committee. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-314) 

111is amend1nent adds a section to repeal the sunset on the Public Access Division and the Public Access 

01nbudsrnan within the Department of the Attorney General. It adds an einergency preamble and e1nergency clause 

to 1nake the bill as amended take effect in time to repeal the sunset. This amendment deletes the section of the bill 

addressing the confidentiality of credentialing decisions concerning education persom1el. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PublicLa'r 2009, chapter 240. iricl~des the 2009 reco~endations of the Right o ](now Advisqf.l'. Co~i(tee. 
Chapter 2'fQ makes t~fhnjca] changes t.o the Main~ Revis\'d Statutes, Tit!H, chapter)3. C.hapt~1·24Q also makes 

_chan_~s t~_:sev_e_r:~Le~f:~ptiO?s r~lated :t-~_ reqo;~_s-maintained.,by_-_the ·Dep_arttnent _Of_Marine ~-esou~c~_s 1()_--~_dd_ :a 
definition of''proprietary info1.111ation'' and u~estatutory language~onsistentwithTitl.e 12, secfam6J 73,A .. It also 

l·_equires an_ aqua?:~tu_i:: __ l~~-s-~e-to:_~ubmita_n_-_,annu_al se~dillg -~~ liarVe_si_ing_,repo_rt_.___ The ~ntfre ·rep_~~-is_ c_?nsi_der~~ 
proprietary .informatio11 and .nofpublic, b~t~he DeparlmentoftvfarineReso~rces shall provide·a copy of the.report 

upon request to.the municipalities in which or adj.Cent to which the leaseis loc.ated .. Chapter 240 also provides that 

c_~nfi-den~al _:#iu_ac_ul?1r~:-~TIOn_it~ri-11g Pro~an1_-~nf~11natiO~----~~~Y: n~t- be::diScIQs_~(Lin ~-m,a~ner ·o;:f~ifu _-:th~f P~11njts 
id~ntification .?fany .Person '?' vessel, except as required by. CO Ult order orwhel'. otherwis~ specificiil.LY permitted. 
Chapter 240 repeals the su?set on.the P.ub1ic Access Division and the Public Acce~s Ombudsman within the 

Depirrtrnent oftheAttorney (}eneraL 

P_ublicL.aw.2009, chapt~r 2i0 was enacted as an. emergency 1neasure effective·.June 2, 2009. 
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LD 1200 An Act To Streamline the Process for Court-ordered Mental Health 

Examinations in Criminal Cases 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM H-337 

This bill is proposed by the Criminal Law Advisory Conunission. The bill reorganizes the Maine Revised Statutes, 
Title 15 provisions that gove1n court-ordered mental health exaininations of critninal defendants by linking the 
cou1t's authority to order an exan1ination to the specific issues to be addressed by the examination. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-337) 

This an1endment restructures part of the bill concerning evaluation with reference to insanity or abnonnal condition 
of mind. The bill provides that the court shall forward any report filed by the State Forensic Service to both the 
defendant or the defendant's attorney and the State, unless the defendant has objected to the order for the 
exa1nination, in which case the repo1t is not provided to the State. This atnendment provides that the report is not 
provided to the State if the State has agreed that the report need not be forwarded to the attorney for the State except 
when the defendant enters a plea of not criminally responsible by reason of insanity or the defendant provides notice 
of the intention to introduce testimony as to the defendant's abnortnal condition of mind. 

The amendment rewords the language with regard to the disposition of reports when the court orders an exainination 
over the objection of the defendant. TI1e report may not be shared with the attorney for the State unless the 
defendant enters a plea of not criminally responsible by reason of insanity or the defendant provides notice of the 
intention to introduce testin1ony as to the defendant's abno1mal condition of mind. 

Enacted Law Summary 

---~- --~-------·-------·--·-~-

Public La)\'. 2009, chapter 268 is a recommendation of the Criminal Law Advisory Commission .. It reorganizes the 
¥ihiti-Rev,ised-8tiituteS,_:_ T_itle- 15-_p-fOVisiqps that gOv~n:;: cOUr~_-i:lr_d~_re_d :n1_ent~f b~_al~l~:_ex~P1'i~ati8Tis ·of-crhn-inal 
defendants by linking the cqurt's aut)lority to order an.exa!llination to the specificjssuesto be addressed.by111e 

~Xajniµ~~_c)11._:,':·~t Cre~tes·-di_ff,"e1~~nt ___ pro~~i?~s gove111hlg examin_ail9n_~ to:'reVi~W tbinpeten_~Y;to .pro~ee~~--:~rimin~l 
responsWHity and abn01'.malco1'gition o.f the inindand mental condjti9n7elevant to othedss11es. By ~oing so, 
chapter268 will.conserve resources by eliminating existing languagethatoften resulted in.the St~te Forensic.· 

,Se,~ice'~,-h_e:ing_~rde_red-to ad~re_s_s all of these _issues.whe~- ~::n_3.rro~_er r~~i~w_Wou~~ ~a-v:~ __ s_atisfie_?tl15_.~-~e~s.ofthe 
c9mtand the parties. Chapter.268 also eliminates existing languagethatrequires examination bybbtha 
psychologis\ and a psychiatrist in insanity cases, often resulting in. the•expensive and. unnecessary duplication of 

effurt:·_ tnste~d, the' ?o-~lit.js_ g-iv_~n- ~_iscfetion t~ ~-eter_ip'i,n~.iri 'c9pjun~~fon_ w_i!h-the s_tate Fo_r~nsi_c _S_~Nl_~b;'_°tl~e 
0

nuffiber_ 
and type·of examinations required under tl1.e cir.cwnstances ofa particular case: ... Chaple; 268 provides. a more 

tlexibfe:ine~hallis111 :-ro_r:' t;he' ~urt to_ Ofdera' defend~! co_mffi-itt_ed: ~Or :?Qservatioµ in_ an __ ~pp_fOpriate--111s9tution,:_for:the_ 
care and treatment of people with mental illness or ment~l retardati~n for the purpos.e of conducting t)1e-exainination. 

Q'ndCi:;~xi~~rig_Ia~_; __ sp_ch'.:C,011,1miti~~1_lt: piay:_Only_ occur-·iilie~tlie_ S_-tateFore~Slc serVice-has ciJndu_~-t~d: an; initi~t 
~~~itl_ati?lr-a~d -re('.01n_Ill·e_n4,:_~ c~~mitT_Tnt in- lts_.-rCpo~1-o_ the:c_ourt:: __ Th~ ~xist~n-~ p_rocedure-9:fien-~esults· in 
unnecessary expense an~ cJ;lay. 1nstead, chapter 268 authorizes the court to prder com1llitment "'hen advised by t1le 
State Forensic Service t:liat.such commitment would materially enhance its ability to. conduct the examination. The· 

Staie.FdrenSi_C:_:Se1viC:eJn_~)'---in_~k_ethis··deteh~_inatlo~ b~ed-llpo~ co11_~u_lt_~tio~--with the p~rties; ;m_~)h~couf(ana·:~Pq11 
such other iilfonnationitdetermines appropriate. Finally, chapter268 e~sures that when a person .who hilS be.en . 
evaluated by th\: State Forensic Servic~ on behalf of a court is comlllitted into the custody of the Commissi.oner pf .· 
Health 311d Human Services, the court .sha)lordTr the State Forensic Servfo~ to share any inforilation it )las gathere~ 
;yith respect to.that person ;yith the. institution in which the person is placed. 
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LD 1207 An Act To Base the Value of Eminent Domain Takings on Going 

Concern Value 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

GILES 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill establishes an impa1tial ombuds1nan and defines the ombuds1nan1s duty, which is to ensure business owners 

who lose property by en1inent domain are properly co1npensated. The role of the ombudsman does not preclude the 

role of the State Clahns Conunission. This bill establishes the criteria fOr determination of con1pensation for loss or 

impairment of the going concern value of a business when the property of a business is to be taken by the 

Departn1ent of Transportation or a 1nunicipality exercising its etninent do1nain power. The burden is on the business 

to prove the loss. The analysis takes place at the request of the owner of the displaced business. This process 

applies to Compensation to be paid by municipalities when exercising eminent doinain authority under general 

authorization provisions and for econon1ic develop1nent purposes. This bill adds to the duties of the State Claims 

Commission the duty to include detetmination of just compensation in two categories of municipal condemnations: 

general e1ninent don1ain authority under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 30-A, chapter 151 and co1nn1unity 

development under Title 30-A, chapter 205. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-361) 

This amendment is the 1najority repo1i. The a1nendment adds an appropriations and allocations section to the bill. 

(Not adopted) 

LD 1208 An Act To Encourage Transparency in the Oversight of Interscholastic 

Activities 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BECK ONTP 

This bill amends the definition of "public proceedings 11 under the freedom of access laws to require an association 

that oversees interscholastic activities in public or private schools and that receives funding fro1n those schools to 

provide public access to the transaction of any functions of that association affecting a citizen of the State. 

See LD 1306. 

LD 1209 An Act Regarding the Consent of Minors To Receive Substance Ah use 

and Mental Health Treatment 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DAVIS P ONTP 
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This bill requires a minor to have been living separately from parents and independent of parental support, be or 

have been legally n1a1Tied, be or have been a 1ne1nber of the Anned Forces of the United States or have been 

emancipated by a cou1i in order to be able to consent to treatn1ent for abuse of alcohol or drugs or for etnotional or 

psychological problems. 

LD 1216 An Act To Strengthen the Kinship Preference in Child Welfare 
Residential Placement 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PERRYJ ONTP 

This bill strengthens the preference for place1nent with adult relatives over nom·elated caregivers in child welfare 

placement of a child. 

LD 1256 An Act To Prohibit Predispute Mandatory Binding Arbitration Clauses 
in Consumer Contracts 

Sponsor(s) 

FLAHERTY 
BLISS 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This bill prohibits predispute n1andatory binding arbitration clauses in consumer contracts. 

This bill was carried over pursuant to Joint Order, H.P. 1053. 

LD 1265 Resolve, Regarding Low-profit Limited Liability Companies 

Sponsor(s) 

FLEMINGS 
NASSR 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-410 

This bill creates a new fonn of lin1ited liability con1pany that is fonned for a charitable or education purpose within 

the 1neaning of the United States Inten1al Revenue Code of 1986 and does not have as a significant purpose the 

production of income or the appreciation of property or the purpose of accon1plishing a political or legislative 

purpose and n1ust contain the abbreviation 11L3C 11 or "l3c" in its name. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-410) 

This an1end1nent replaces the bill and changes the title. It converts the bill into a resolve that directs the Department 

of the Secretary of State, Bureau of Corporations, Elections and Commissions to review information about 

low-profit 1in1ited liability con1panies and consult with attorneys who practice in this area. The bureau shall subn1it 

a report to the Joint Standing Con1mittee on Judiciary in January 2010. The Joint Standing Cotnmittee on Judiciary 

1nay repoti out legislation based on the report. 
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Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 97 cfuecls the Departmel;lt of\he Se~retary ~fstate, B~reau of Corporations, Elections l!lld 
Coniinlsl)i~n~-to-_re-View_: iriformation :·about }_o'\l~profif limited_ liabilio/ :coillpanie~ ·and _co_i1su1_t_·with. atto~_~_eys' Who 
practice in t11is area. '!'he bure_aushall. submit a report to the Joint. Standing Committee onJudiciaiy ifr January 201 O, 
The Joln\Standing Committee.on Judiciarymay report outlegislation basedonthe report. 

LD 1266 Resolve, Establishing a Blue Ribbon Panel To Address Disparities in 

Economic Development between the Passamaquoddy Tribe and the 

State and the United States 

Sponsor(s) 

SOCTOMAH 
RAYE 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This resolve establishes the Blue Ribbon Panel To Address Disparities in Econo1nic Development between the 
Passamaquoddy Tribe and the State and the United Stales. The panel shall submit a report that includes its findings 
and reco1nn1endations, including suggested legislation, for presentation to the Second Regular Session of the 124th 
Legislature. The Joint Standing Com1nittee on Businessi Research and Econon1ic Development may introduce a bill 
related to the subject tnatter of the repo1t to the Second Regular Session of the 124th Legislature. 

LD 1289 An Act To Enact the Uniform Debt Management Services Act 

Sponsor(s) 

GOODE 
ALFOND 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This bill repeals the existing lav-.1 gove1ning debt management services and enacts in its stead the Unifonn Debt 
Management Services Act. 

This bill was carried over pursuant to Joint Order, H.P. I 053. 

LD 1306 An Act To Require Interscholastic Athletic Organizations To Comply 

with the Public Proceedings Provisions of the Freedom of Access Laws 

for Certain Meetings 

Sponsor(s) 

PRESCOTT 
NUTTINGJ 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-470 

This bill requires an interscholastic athletic organization that is incorporated in this State, such as the Maine 
Principals1 Association, to con1ply with the freedo1n of access laws, such as having public ·1neetings and 1naking its 

records available to the public. If the Secretary of State determines that the corporation is not complying, the 
Secretary of State is allowed to co1n1nence dissolution proceedings against that corporation. 
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Committee Amendment "A" (H-470) 

This an1end1nent replaces the bill. It adds to the definition of 11 public proceedings 11 under the freedom of access 

la\.vs the n1eetings of interscholastic organizations when the meetings pe1tain to interscholastic spo1ts. Meetings 

limited to eligibility rule violations and personnel issues are not included as public proceedings. This atnendn1ent 

also provides that records and n1inutes of the 1neetings are public records. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public L.aw 2009,~haptel°334adds to the. definitionof"publicp;o~ee;lings" ;;;.der the freedom of access laws the. 
meetings of interscholastic organiz~tions when the meetings pe1tain to interscholastic sports. Meetings limited to 

eligibili1y rule violations and personnel issues are not included as public proceedings, Chapter 334provides that 

records and minutes ofthe mee_tings are publicxecords. 

LD 1307 An Act To Provide Limited Immunity for Road Association Directors, 
Commissioners and Volunteers 

Sponsor(s) 

DUCHESNE 

GOODALL 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-294 

This bill establishes irn1nunity from civil liability for a director, conunissioner or volunteer of a road association 

similar to the immunity afforded to charitable directors, officers and volunteers. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-294) 

This amendment replaces the bill. It provides that road associations1 con1missioners and boards, and the owners of 

parcels within a road association, have no civil liability to the other lot owners and lessees for the detennination of 

the repairs and maintenance to be undertaken, the determination of assess1nents of materials and money, the 

collection of the money to be paid by the owners and the awarding of a contract authorized under the Maine Revised 

Statutes, Title 23, section 3103. This amendment also tnakes clear that the limited iinmunity provision does not 

provide im1nunity fron1 enforcement actions by the Depaitment of Environmental Protection or a municipality. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publi~ La~2009, chapter ;!:18 provides that ro~d associatiotis• commissioners and bOards, ancltl1e owners of parcels 

Within-__ a fOad'as_S-ociittion,_ l1?ve ~o :c~vH 1iabi_I_i_ty-t6_:_th~:--9t~er::Iot-~_Wners_- and -~esS_ees f~f the __ ~etennillati_on __ ofthe
r~P,:airs -~~-d-~_hltenance to b_e Ulldert.aken~- the_ deteflll_ination Ofass~ss,n}ents-of materi_als :_~;1_1_d_ -~oney, th~ c~llection 
ofthe money to be paid by the owners and th~ awarding of a contract authorized under the. Maine Revised Statutes, 

Title 23, section 310.3 .. The limited immunity provision does nqt provide immunity from enforc~rnent actions by the 

De]JartrnentofEnviromnental Prqto;ction()r a municipality. 

LD 1353 An Act Regarding Salary Information for Public Employees 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MARRA CHE ONTP 
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This bill provides that salary infonnation as it relates to an individual state, county, municipal, school, University of 

Maine Syste1n, Maine Community College Syste1n or Maine Maritin1e Acade1ny e1nployee is confidential. Salary 

inforn1ation as it relates to specified positions, identified by those positions, is public infonnation. 

LD 1377 An Act To Amend the 1980 Maine Implementing Act To Authorize the 
Establishment of a Tribal Court for the Houlton Band of Maliseet 
Indians and Related Matters 

Sponsor(s) 

CLEARY 
BLISS 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-561 

This bill provides the Houlton Band ofMaliseet Indians with Tribal Court authority. This bill removes the sunset on 

the authority oflaw enforcement of the Houlton Band ofMaliseet Indians. This bill provides for eligibility for state 

funding for the Houlton Band ofMaliseet Indians. This bill amends the n1embership of the Maine Indian 

Tribal-State Co1nmission to include two members appointed by the Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians and two more 

appointed by the Governor. The bill deletes language that pertained to the selection of the first chair of the Maine 

Indian Ttibal-State Con1mission, as that is no longer necessary. It also includes provisions for the replacement of the 

chair of the co1n1nission. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-561) 

This an1end1nent replaces the bill and authorizes the establish1nent of the Houlton Band ofMaliseet Indians tribal 

court, addresses the law enforcen1ent authority of the Houlton Band ofMaliseet Indians and provides options for 

making paytnents in lieu of taxes. This an1endment is divided in Parts A, B, C, D, E, F and G. Part A addresses 

issues relating to the Houlton Band ofMaliseet Indians; law enforce1nent autho1ity and options for pay1nents to 

municipalities in lieu of taxes. Part A requires approval as required by 25 United States Code, Section 1725( e )(2) by 

the Houlton Band ofMaliseet Indians. Part B establishes the Houlton Band Tribal Court with jurisdiction only over 

n1en1bers of the Houlton Band ofMaliseet Indians. Parts D and E provide opportunities to expand the jurisdiction to 

members of the Penobscot Nation and the Passainaquoddy Tribe. Part B requires approval as required by 25 United 

States Code, Section l 725(e)(2) by the Houlton Band ofMaliseet Indians. Pait C covers full faith and credit of 

judicial proceedings. It requires approval by the Houlton Band ofMaliseet Indians, the Passamaquoddy Tribe and 

the Penobscot Nation as required by 25 United States Code, Section 1725(e). Part D gives the Houlton Band of 

Maliseet Indians t.ribal court jurisdiction over in embers of the Penobscot Nation. It takes effect only if the Houlton 

Band of Maliseet Indians and the Penobscot Nation approve it as required by 25 United States Code, Section 

1725( e ). Part E gives the Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians tribal court jurisdiction over members of the 

Passa1naquoddy Tribe. It also ainends the jurisdiction of the Passa1naquo,ddy tribal court to give that couit 

jurisdiction over members of the Houlton Band ofMaliseet Indians. Pait E takes effect only if the Houlton Band of 

Maliseet Indians and the Passamaquoddy Tribe approve it as required by 25 United States Code, Section 1725( e). 

Part F amends the Maine Indian Tribal-State Cotnmission statutes to add two members of the Houlton Band of 

Maliseet Indians and two additional state representatives. It deletes obsolete language and revises language 

concen1ing the replace1nent of the chair. Part F takes effect only if the Houlton Band ofMaliseet Indians, the 

Passamaquoddy Tribe and the Penobscot Nation approve it as required by 25 United States Code, Section 1725( e). 

Part G directs the Revisor of Statutes to rename the headnote of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 30. It does not 

require approval of the tribes. 

Enacted Law Summary 

p;.bli6 i~;;,2009, ~hapte; 384 lncl;.d~;Je~e;1 parts, Parts ,\tl;ro;.gh Ffeq;.ir~ the app;;~~i~f~ne or.pore of the 

Federally-RecpgnizedTribes in Maine to take effect; Part G take~ effec\ September 12, 2009. 
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PART _A-Con_ti~~~s th~ l_~W ~1{f~~ce1nent-~~thority-ofthe H~t.ilto~ Band ofM-~liSeet-i~di~~~--~~-~tained in Ti~le 30, 
section 6206cB ])y repealing subsection 6, which provides for the repeal of the entire section in 2010. 111is Part 
addresses payments in lieu of taxes to be made by the Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians and authorizes the 
acCej)tanCe Of otJier fonns of payment, including but nbt limited to federal funds or_ other assistan-ce. Pait A is 
effective October I, 2009 only if the Houlton Band ofMaliseetlndians approves it as required by 25 United States 
Code, Sectimil725(e)(2). 

PARTB provides authority for the Houlton Band ofMaliseet Indians to establish a tribal court with jurisdiction over . 
specific:S-ub]ects: -Cias_S D:and_E criilles conunitted on Hou]ton Band-Jurisdiction Land, proceedings regardi_ng 
juven~e_S~,_-;C_ettain·r;iviJ actions, Indian _chHd ctlstody issues and other domestic relations actions. The band 1nay 
decide whether to exercise jurisdiction over each category of jurisdiction and shall notify the Attorney General when 
it is--pr~Pa~dto :exercise_jurisdictirin. _Until the-band exercises its- excl11sive jurisdiction over a category of 
juri_~dictiOn, _th~: State ha_s--_exch,1.sive jurisdi~tion _over that category of actions. The band may choose to terminate-its 
jurisdicti_on and may later reassert the jurisdiction and must notify the Attomey_General When that Occw·s. Under 
this Patt, the tribal co mt has jurisdiction only over members of the Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians. The tribal 

cO~rt-_ma·)':-e?'~fCis~ juri_s_d_iCtiorio,v_er two parcel_s __ ofHoulton Bao_d Tr-ust Land defined in the ainendment as "Houlton 
J3and Jru;js~ictionLand."'j'he tribal court ii; effective only if the S!llte, the Passamaquoddy Tribe and the Penobscot 
Natin_n a~eeto give full faith and credit to the judicial proceedings of the Houlton Band ofMaliseet Indians, and the 
HoultonBaJ1d ofMaliseetlndians gives full faith and credit to the judicial proceedings of the Passamaquoddy Tribe, 
!he Renob~c~tNatiori}nd the State. Patt C provides the full faith and credit requirement. Patt B takes effect 
October J,2009 if the Houlton Band'ofMaliseet Indians approves this Prut as required by 25 United States Code, 
Sectibn l725(e )(2}. · 

' -- ·-- -
- - - -

PART Cprovicles thn_t the State, the Passamaquoddy Tribe and the Penobscot Nation shall give full faith and credit 
to thejudici~Lproceedings ofthe Houlton Band ofMaliseet Indians, and that the Houlton Band ofMaliseet Indians 
shall givefull faith andcreditto tl>e judicialproceedings of the State, the Passamaquoddy Tribe and the Penobscot 
t<atioll, Par(C takes effect upon_theHoulton Band ofMaliseet lndians approving Patt Band the Houlton Band of 
Malis~eflndians, thePassamaquoddy.Tribe and the Penobscot Nation approving this Part as required by 25 United 
States Code,Sectionl 725(e). 

"--------- -- -.:- -

PARr:~R;--ii~e~:th_7--IIoulfon_. BJnd :of MaliseetJndia_ns tribal- cOUrt jurisdiction over 1ne1_nbers of the Penobscot_ Nation 
:Wit~}~;j~he _l?am_e_:Catego~ies of su_hj~ct.-ma_tter jurisdiction that the tribal court has over the n1embers of_the Houlton 
BandofMaliseetlndians under Prut B. Part D takes effect uponthe Houlton Band ofMaliseet Indians approving 
P~I'.\B, the Houlton Band ofMaliseet Indians, the Passrunaquoddy Tribe and the Penobscot Nation approving Patt C 
andthe I-J.oµlton Bru1d ofMaliseet Indians and the Penobscot Nation approving this Patt as required by 25 United 
State~Code, Section 1125(e) .. 

PART Egives the}IoultonBand ofMaliseet Indians tribal court jurisdiction over members of the Passamaquoddy 
J:Yibe- W_ithln:the :same _c-ategorie_S of Subject matter juri~dictio_n that the _:tribal court has over _the members of the 
H.oultonBand?fMaliseet IndiansunderPartB. It also amends the jurisdiction of the Passamaquoddy Tribal Court 
toprovidethatcourt withjurisdictionovermembers of the Houlton Band ofMaliseet Indians. Part E takes effect 
up~nth~ Houlton_ Band ofMaliseetind)ans approving Prut B, the Houlton Band of Ma1iseet Indians, the 
P~ssamaqu~.ddyTribe andthe Penobscot Nation approving Patt C and the Houlton Band ofMaliseet India.us and the 
Passamaqµoddy Tribe approving this Prut as required by 25 United States Code, Section 1725( e). 

P ARTF aillencls the Maine Indian Tribal-State ·commission statutes to. add two members of the Houlton Band of 
Malise,et-ITidj<iPS _arid two additional state representatives. It deletes obSol_ete language and revjses language 
concerning the replac~men(ofthe chair. Patt F takes effect only if the Houlton Band ofMaliseet Indians, the 
Passamaquoddy Tribe and the Penobscot Nation approve it as required by25 United .States Code, Section 1725( e). 
PART G._direct~ _the-Revi_soi of StatuteSto-renaine the headno~e of Title 30 from 11Municipalities and Counties 0 to 
"Federally Recognized Indian Tribes.".· It does not require approval of the tribes. 
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LD 1378 An Act To Adopt Portions of the Uniform Mediation Act 

Sponsor(s) 

WAGNERR 
BLISS 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

The purpose of this bill is to encourage parties involved in mediation to conm1unicate openly, and to protect the 
confidentiality of participants in the n1ediation process. This bill adopts those portions of the Uniform Mediation 

Act, as adopted by the National Conference of Commissioners on Unifo1m State Lavvs, that: 

1. Establish privileges for mediation cOmmunication regarding disclosure, adn1issibility and discovery; 

2. Authorize exceptions and waivers to the established privileges; 

3. Specifically prohibit and permit various communications by a mediator; and 

4. Establish the confidentiality of 1nediation co1nn1unications. 

This bill was can·ied over pursuant to Joint Order, H.P. 1053. 

LD 1382 An Act To Provide for Equality before the Law 

Sponsor(s) Committee Rep01t Amendments Adopted 

PLOWMAN ONTP 

This bill prohibits a court when interpreting a statute or rule in a civil or criminal proceeding from giving any 

deference to a state department1s or agency's interpretation of the statute or rule. 

LD 1402 An Act To Enact the Uniform Prudent Management oflnstitutional 
Funds Act 

Sponsor(s) 

PRIEST 
BLISS 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM A 
ONTP B 

OTP-AM C 

Amendments Adopted 

H-503 

H-559 PRIEST 

This bill repeals the existing Unifonn Managen1ent of Institutional Funds Act and replaces it with the Unifonn 

Prudent Management of Institutional Funds Act adopted by the National Conference of Cotnmissioners on Uniform 

State Laws in 2006. TI1e Prefatory Note and Uniform Co1nn1ents are included. This bill does not include the 

optional clause identifying 7 percent as the 1naxin1um level of 11 p1udent spending. 11 This bill increases the a1nount 
that defines a sn1all fund for which an institution rnay release or modify a restriction according to cy pres principles 

but without court approval. The dollar limit is established at $100,000, but must be indexed to inflation by the 
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Atton1ey General. The restriction 1nay be released or ·n1odified only if the fund is at least 20 years old and the 

institution uses the property in a manner consistent with the charitable purposes expressed in the gift instlument. 

This bill takes effect July 1, 2010. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-503) 

This an1end1nent, which is the majority report of the committee, requires an institution to track the historic dollar 

value of its institutional funds. This amendn1ent establishes a rebuttable presun1ption that the appropriation for 

expenditure in any year of an amount greater than 7 percent of the fair n1arket value of an endowment fund is 

iinprudent. 111is arnendn1ent provides that if the Attorney General objects to the release or n1odification of a 

restriction in a gift instrun1ent that applies to a sn1all fund that has been in existence for 1nore than 20 years, the 

institution must seek coUrt approval of the release or modification. 111is amendment changes the effective date of 

the Act to July 1, 2009 and adds a retroactive application date. 

Committee Amendment "B" (H-504) 

This a1nendment is a minority report. This amendment requires an institution to track the historic dollar value of its 

institutional funds. This ainendment establishes a rebuttable prestnnption that the appropriation for expenditure in 

any year of an an1ount greater than 7 percent of the fair market value of ai1 endown1ent fund is imprudent. This 

amendment requires an institution to notify the donor, if living, before the institution appropriates for expenditure 

any a1nount of an endow1nent fund if the donor's gift was at least $50,000. This atnendment provides that if the 

Attorney General objects to the release or n1odification of a restriction in a gift instrument that applies to a sn1all 

fund that has been in existence for more than 20 years, the institution must seek court approval of the release or 

modification. This amendment changes the effective date of the Act to July I, 2009 and adds a retroactive 

application date. 

House-Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A11 (H-559) 

This amendment moves the definition of 11historic dollar value" to the general definitions section ai1d provides that 

an institution's dete1111ination of historic dollar value 1nade in good faith is conclusive. This atnendn1ent also: 

1. Requires that an institution administering endowment funds with an aggregate value of $2,000,000 or more shall 

notify the Attorney General upon its adoption of the provisions of the Uniform Prudent Management of Institutional 

Funds Act; and 

2. Requires that an institution ad1ninistering endowment funds with an aggregate value of less than $2,000,000 shall 

notify the Atto111ey General at least 60 days prior to an appropriation for expenditure of an amount that would cause 

the value of the institution's endowment funds to fall below the aggregate historic dollar value of the institution1s 

endow1nent funds. 

Enacted Law Summary 

l'tiblici~w 2009, ~~~pt.;r .45or.,pea1~·ihef~sting-Oll;f;in;ii,;;,~ge1lle~t 9r r;istitution;,J F~n<lsA~t ,m;fr~pl~~~i:it 
wit11 theUnifonnPrndentMa1mgelllentofI11stitutionalFi.tndsAct~~(}pt8d)>y the~ational Conference of.·•.. .·.•· .• 
commissioners on Unifonn State Laws in 2006. Th~ Prefatory Note and Unifo;m Comments are included. Chapter 

450 requires an institutiont~tl'ack the historic d0Harvalue9fits lnstitutionalfti11ds, .lt~stablishes a 1·ebutta!)le. 

pre~u111ption that the appropriation for expenditure in any yea; of an a111ount greatertlian 7 percentpft]le fainnarket 

yaf~_~:-of'1in __ end6v~7!1.ent_ftilld)~~-i~p~den~._-:.A_~j11st~t~ti~ri 3d~i~isiering_ e~do~v,ll1·ent:'.·fun9S·_'iifh a"fl:.aggte~at~.\11!1.Ue<: 
ot,p,ooo,OOO ~r;;nore shaU. notifythe Attoin~y (:J<:neral l!POD. its adop~ion of thepro".isions. ~f the UniformPmd.,nt. 

Jvlaliag~men\ of1nsiituti9nalFundsAct An institution adJninistet'ing en?owtnentfimds With an aggregate val~e of 
less.thau$2,000.,000 .shalll)o!ifythe Attorney Gel)eralat l~ast 60\!ays p1'iorto an appr.opriationfor expenditure qf au 

amount tl:iatwould cause.the value ofthe institutio(t'sendowment. funds to fall below the aggregatehistoricdollai 
value of the illstitution's endowment funds; . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . 

PublicLa\..2009, ch~pter 45~ta~es. effect Sept,mber 12,2009,liut app]jesretroacti~ely ti>Julyl, 20Q9. 
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LD 1403 An Act To Implement the Uniform Law Conference Suggested Updates 
to Article 1 of the Uniform Commercial Code 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HOBBINS OTP-AM S-234 

This bill replaces Aiticle I of the Unifonn Commercial Code with the 200 l Revision adopted by the National 

Conference of Con11nissioners on Unifonn State Laws. The bill includes a1nendn1ents approved in 2003 as pait of 
the revision of Article 7. Explanatory notes and Unifotm Comn1ents as prepared by the Unifo1n1 Law 

Co1n1nissioners are included. This Act takes effect January l, 2010. 

Committee Amendment ''A'' (S-234) 

This amendment changes the effective date from January 1, 2010 to February 15, 2010. 

Enacted Law Summary 

~ublic ta,.72009, chapter 325 replaces Atticle 1 of the Uniform Commercial Code With the 2001Revisiori adopted 

by;.~~e· ... N~tl-°¥~.·:.~~~fere~Ce o~.:G?_~-~_-m:is_sl~n-e~s- on:u~ifo_n11 __ st-ate_'i;_aws;--,,-Ch,ajl_ter~325 i_ncl_udeS---~~en_d~eilts:::apprOVed 
in 200~ as Part. ofth!J revision ofArucle 7. Exp!an~tory notes and Uniform Comments as prepared by the l!niform 

:·_: ____ -- ::-:;_/ ___ : ___ - '"---<:----~':_'.-'-:.-- --:- _, _____ - -' 

P.· ubli~ La\¥2009, ch~pter325 takes effect .. Feb. ruary 15··' 201. 0. -- - - -- -

LD 1404 An Act To Enact the Maine Uniform Power of Attorney Act 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HOBBINS OTP-AM S-240 

The Maine Unifonn Power of Attorney Act, Maine UPOAA, replaces and expands the provisions relating to powers 

ofanorney in Maine's Probate Code, currently in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 18-A, A1ticle 5, Part 5. This bill 

includes Uniforn1 Com1nents and Maine Conunents where applicable. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-240) 

This amendtnent clarifies the definition of 11 incapacity. 11 This a1nendment provides that a power of attorney is not 

valid unless acknowledged before a notary public or other individual authorized by law to take acknowledgments. It 

also clarifies that durable powers of attorney created in the bill must contain the notices in substantially the forn1 

provided in the bill. Minor omissions or deviations do not invalidate the power of attorney. This a1nendn1ent 

includes appropriate cross-references to the Maine Unifonn Trust Code with regard to the duties of a fiduciary. This 

amend1nent clarifies the agent's responsibilities with regard to safeguarding the principal1s interests. This 

amendtnent cross-references guides to detern1ining the reasonableness of an agent's compensation. TI1is amend111ent 

clarifies liability for refusal to accept an acknowledged power of attorney when the person has a good faith belief 

about abuse, neglect, exploitation or abandonn1ent of the principal and a report has been made to the Departn1ent of 

Health and Human Services. This amendn1ent includes a reference to the principal's registered domestic partner 

with regard to payments for personal and fa1nily maintenance. It deletes the presu1nption that the principal's child is 

516 

PUBLIC325 

PUBLIC292 



Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary 

an auto1natic permissible beneficiary of payments for personal and fan1ily maintenance. This a1nendn1ent clarifies 
the agent's authority to make gifts. This a1nendn1ent includes changes to the Maine Co1nments related to these 
changes. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, .chapter 292 enacts the.Maine Unifom1 Power of Attorney Act, Maine UPOAA, which replaces 

ana .. expands the proVision.s relating to powers ;of attorney in··Maine's ·.Probate ·Code, c.urrently in the-J\1aine Revised 
~taUJ,tes,.Title'J_S-A,· A1ticle 5, Pai15_, _U~der Maine UPOA_A_, the agerit s~rves_ in the san1e way_ '1 guardian or 
_cons~rv~tor~ould in relatio~_ t~: 1-he __ pri,nCipaPs property. Maine UPOAA retj_ui~~s-_that c_eitain _poV/ers, lnosfly related 
to estate planning, be express]?' andspecificlllly conferred rather than be a'cepted as general powers. Maine 
UPOAA also provides civil penalties for refusal by a third party to accept a properly executed power of attorney if 
that third party holds assets Ofthe.pri?Cipal. JVlaine UPOAA- drie~~ -ho\'VeV~r,_ create ·reasonable exceP~?ns to-the 
requirementthat a third party acc.,Pt a properly executed and aclq1owl edged power of attorney and it creates certain 

protectio~s forgersons who. accept a power of att()rney in good faith. Maine UPOAA co.ntains provisions that 

pr()tec~_a_ prin_cip~i an~_:the prin_c_ip_al's __ ~_uccessors i~jnterest_fi:o1n a11-agent 'Vho_-~iolates _its_provi_sion_s. -Main~ 
UP()AA does not cont~n provisions related to so~called durable.health care powers of attorney as ~un-entli · 

pr()vided in A1ticle 5, Part5.ofMaine'sProbate Code; however, Maine l]POAA do.es.not af[ectMaine'~ Unifo1m 

H~alth-car<lDeclsi11ns Act inArticle \Par( 8 ofMaine's P!()b~t~Code,whic~ akeady, and concurrently, allo.ws for 
th.e creation.of S{j'caUed durable health careyowers of attorney.-Apower ofattorney .is not valid unless 
acknowledged before a notary public or other individual authorize.d by law to taJte acknowledgments. Durable 

powers of_a,ttorri-eY_-_illuSt __ ~lltain ~he_u~ticeS-in: Sµbs_taTitiaHy the _fo1m _J)r~_vid~d.-in ·t~e 1_~"7~_ :butn:tillor_ 01lli$sioi1$ 01; 
d~yiafi911s do 1101 invaljd.ate the power of attorney .. Chapter292 clarifies liability for refusal to accept an 
acknowledged powerofatt()rney )¥hen the pers?11has a good.faith beliefabout abuse, neglect'. exploitation or 

aba:idonmentoftheprinc.ipaland areporth~s been i;i~de to the Deparl!l1ent oflfoalth and Hul/lan Se1vices, 
Unifonn Comments and Maine Comments are included where applicable: 

Publiciaw200~,chapter292 is effective Julyl,201 O.·. 

LD 1405 An Act To Implement the Updates to Article 7 of the Uniform 

Commercial Code Suggested by the National Conference of 

Commissioners on Uniform State Laws 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

HOBBINS 01P-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

S-235 

This bill replaces Article 7 of the Uniform Commercial Code with the 2003 version of the Article as approved by the 
National Conference of Coin missioners on Unifo1m State Laws. Explanatory notes and Uniform Comtnents as 
prepared by the uniform law commissioners are included. 

Committee Amendment "A" (8~235) 

This amendment changes the effective date from January I, 2010 to February 15, 2010. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P~bli~L~w 2009, chapter 3Z41~j)J.;2;; Article 7 (Docti1;,.ents of fitl;)of the Unifornr Com;;,~r.ci~l-C~de with the· 

2003 version of the Article as approved bytheNationalCpnference of Commissioners m1 Uuifonn State Laws. 
Explanatory notes and Uniform Qomments as. prepared by the uniforn1 law co.nunissioners are included .. 

<·· ''_ -.-. 
~- . _.;_ . - . ~ . 

Publ.ic Law 2009;chapter 324is effective Febrnary 15, 2010. 
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An Act To Modify Child Support Enforcement Procedures and 
Requirements 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SIMPSON OlP-AM S-241 

This bill n1akes the following changes to the laws governing child support enforcen1ent. 

1. It authorizes a court to issue summary process for conten1pt if an administrative child support order has been 

disregarded or disobeyed. 

2. It repeals the definition of "reasonable cost health insurance0 and replaces it with definitions for 111nedical 

support," "private health insurance" and "reasonable cost11 in accordance with final federal regulations for n1edical 

support in child support enforcement prograins. 

3. It clarifies that service of a notice in the expedited paten1ity process must be 1nade in accordance with the 

requirements for personal service provided by Rule 4(d) of the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure. 

4. It implements requirements of final federal regulations for medical support in child support enforcement 

programs. 

5. It deletes the requirement that the amount of support in a child support order be 11 actually paidn before it can be 

excluded from the calculation of gross inco1ne for the purpose of calculating support for another child. 

6. It repeals definitions of "health plan\ u "medical care costs" and "medical support" pursuant to requiren1ents of 

fmal federal regulations for medical support in child support enforce1nent programs. 

7. It imple1nents requirements of final federal regulations for medical support in child support enforcement 

programs. 

8. It extends the application of the child support table to the "highest income amount in the child support table." 

9. It extends the application of the self-supp01t reserve in the child support table to incomes greater than $12,600. 

10. lt authorizes a process by which the Department of Health and Hu1nan Services n1ay seek child support fron1 a 

parent regardless of whether there is an order granting prilnaty residential care of the child to that parent if the other 

parent is receiving public assistance for the child. 

11. It clarifies that service of a motion to 1nodify support is made in the n1anner as is provided for service of process 

by the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 4. 

12. It clarifies that service of a notice of intention to certify that an obliger is not in co1npliance with a suppo1i order 

and therefore 1nay have that obligor1s license revoked or suspended is 1nade in the sa1ne manner as is provided for 

service of process by the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 4. 

13. It repeals specific biennial reporting require1nents by the department to the Goven1or and Legislature regarding 
ad1ni11istrative license revocation. 
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14. It requires a 20-day notice to an obliger and other interested parties before the sale of any property seized under 

an order to seize and sel1 and that service of the notice be n1ade in the satne n1anner as is provided for service of 
process by the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 4. 

15. It clarifies that service of an administrative support enforcen1ent notice, order or lien is made in the satne 

manner as is provided for service of process by the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 4. 

16. It creates joint and several liability of a responsible person for failure to timely send to the depa1t1nent support 

payn1ents that have been withheld pursuant to a vvithholding order. 

17. It clarifies that service of an order to appear and disclose must be made in accordance with the requiren1ents for 
personal service provided by the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 4( d). 

18. It clarifies that service of an incon1e withholding order for support is made in the same n1anner as is provided for 
service of process by the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 4. 

19. It clarifies what income withholding law applies to a withholding order issued by another state for an obliger 
whose principal place of en1ployn1ent is this State. 

20. It clarifies that the 1naxin1un1 atnount pennitted to be withheld fron1 an obliger's incon1e is the same regardless 
of whether the withholding order is issued adn1inistratively or by a court. 

21. It establishes, in accordance with the require1nents of the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act as enacted in 
this State, the law of this State regarding priority and allocation of incon1e withheld for two or more child support 
obligees. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-241) 

This amend1nent deletes sections fron1 the bill that authorize the court to issue sumtnary process for conten1pt based 
on failure to cotnply with an ad1ninistrative child support order and that create joint and several liability of a 
responsible person for failure to titnely send to the Department of Health and Hu1nan Services support payments that 
have been withheld pursuant to a withholding order. This an1end1nent extends the application of the child support 
table to $400,000, the actual top inco1ne amount on the child suppott table, rather than referring to the highest 
income runount in the table. This runendn1ent extends the application of the self-suppott reserve in the child suppo1t 
table to incomes up to $22,800. This runendn1ent deletes the repeal of repo1ting requiretnents concerning 
administrative license revocation. This arnend1nent corrects the bill to appropriately repeal only the subsection 
referring to personal service of notices of child suppo1t and liens in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 19-A, section 
2253. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PubllcLaw Z009, chapter Z9Q make.s changes to th~ laws goveming chllcl~U:ppmt ~nforcementfuch1ding provisions 

to address:·· 
- - ,-:,--< 

1.· Medical supportinaccor<lanc~ with fiti~I fed,ral ·r7glllations formedicaLsu}lpmt .in child sup~o1t enforcen1 ent 

pf()grams; 

2 .• S~rvice, eonsist~n£withthe J,faine Rules of Ci~i;;,.ocedure, of nofic~s for expedited pat~rnlty process, motions 

to:.1S1(),dify,_-li~en$e f~V:Ocation _a~d su_~_pen_s-ion P!oc_ess~- adJ11_iflIBtrative:_~_nforcement pr_ocess, __ orders to :app_ear and 
disCi_oSe, incon1e_wifh4014ing:oide"rs and notic_e~-to-_seiz_e-and ~~11;-

- - _-----· -- --- ~·-

3. The maxilllunii11con)einclqcled on the childsuppo~table; a~dan1ncrease ;;1theselfsuppoqreserve as 

incorporated into the child 511pp01t tal:>le; . 
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4. Calculation and payment of child suppmt when the obligor is responsible for child suppmt for another child; 

5. Child supp mt from a parent regardless of whether there is an order granting primary residential care of the .child 
to. that parent if the other parent is receiving public assistance for the child; · 

6. A 20,day notice to an obligor and other interested parties before the sale of any property seized under an .order to 
:Seize a~d sell; 

7 .. Applicable income withhblding law when a withholding.order is issued by another state for an obligorwhose 
principal place of employment is this State; 

8. Maxinlurn amount perinitled to be .. Withheld fi·o111 an obligof'S.income regardless Of,wheth~r the Withholding order 
is is'sued admi,riistratively ·or. by a court; and 

9. Esta)Jlisbment pf priority and. allocation of income withheld for two or more child. support obliges, consistent 
with the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act. 

LD 1472 An Act To Require a Municipality To Quiet Title to Certain Roads 
Acquired by Adverse Possession 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MARRA CHE ONTP 

This bill requires that, in the specific instance that a n1unicipality claims to obtain a public road by adverse 
possession and then subsequently abandons that road, the municipality 1nust prove that the title to the road was 
established by a court decree. Failure to obtain the- court decree voids a clain1 to the road by the municipality by 
adverse possession. 

ONTP 

LD 1475 An Act To Correct Errors and Inconsistencies in the Laws of Maine PUBLIC 415 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM H-579 

This bill, consisting of Parts A and B, corrects technical en·ors and inconsistencies in the lav.rs of Maine. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-579) 

This atnendment deletes several sections fron1 Part A and all of Part B of the bill because the con·ections are 1nade in 
other bills or to avoid further conflicts. TI1is amend1nent adds new Parts B, C, D and E. 

Part B consists of technical amendments. 

Part C n1akes substantive corrections to Public Lavv 2009, chapter 54: It corrects drafting errors in the original bill. 
One error inadvertently repealed that po1tion of Title 29-A, section 2558, subsection 2, paragraph B that enhances 
the penalty for aggravated operating after habitual offender revocation if the driver had been once previously 
convicted of the san1e offense. Without this amendment, a 2nd offender n1ay be prosecuted only for a Class D crime. 
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Patt C also limits the retroactivity provision of Public Law 2009, chapter 54 to the sections of Title 29-A that affect 
suspension of a n1otor vehicle license. Portions of the law that affect sentencing are not n1ade retroactive. It n1akes 
the co1Tection to the retroactivity section of Public Law 2009, chapter 54 retroactive to the effective date of chapter 
54, April 22, 2009. 

Pait D 1nakes substantive co1Tections to discrepancies between the GlS shape file for the proposed expedited wind 
energy development area recotnmended by the Governor's Wind Energy Developn1ent Task Force and the written 
description of the areas con·esponding to the shape file included in legislation adopting this task force 
reco1nn1endation. The corrections to the description of the areas in Chain of Ponds and T25 lvID BPP were identified 
prior to enactment of the legislation but were never incorporated into the final language of the bill. The cotTections 
to the description for Skinner Township were discovered during the recent process of reviewing the legislation. Part 
D deletes a reference to the time period after the enactment of Public Law 2007, chapter 661 and the effective date 
ofrulemaking by the Maine Land Use Regulation Commission. Part D also directs the Maine Land Use Regulation 
Commission to change its rules to be consistent with these changes. 

Part E adds a word that was inadve1tently omitted from Public Law 2009, chapter 372. Patt E also clarifies that those 

provisions providing for joint administration of the Renewable Resource Fund program by the Efficiency Maine 
Trust and the Public Utilities Commission take effect July I, 20 I 0, when the Efficiency Maine Trust takes over other 

programs pursuant to Public Law 2009, chapter 372. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2oo9, chapter 415 co1:rects errors and fuconsistencies in the laws of Maine. Pa1ts A and B make 
technical·--cortections. 

Part Cmakessubstantive•corrections, foPublic Law 2009, ch~pter 54: .. If corrects drafting errors i1' the original bill; 

pne error iti.adve1tentlyrepealedJhatp?rtion of Tit1e29-A, section 2558, subsecfon 2, pat-agraph B tl)at enhai1ces 
the penalty for aggravated operating after habitual offender revocation if the dri~er had .been once p1:'iviously 

convicted of the same offense: \\fitliout this con·ection, ~2nd offender may be prosecuted o1llyfora ClassD .crill1e. 
Patt C .also limits the reµ-oactivity provision of Public Law 2009, chapter54to the sectious of Title 29,Athat affect 

su_Si)ensidn-?fa;~~tOf :v~hiCie :li~Cn_s_e_. _;r>oitiogS:O~lt~e~ la~ -i1Ja(~ec{s_ente11~ing- ate--n,Ot-rlltid:e:T~troac!iy_e:-Jt~akes 
the•<Jqrrection to the reb'()activity section of Public Law2009, chapter 54 retroactive to the effective date ofchapter 
54, April 22, 2009: . 

Part D ll1')1<es subst!lll~ye cmTecti?n~ todiscrepa11cies.be!ween the GIS shape file for th~ proposedexpe<lite~ wind 
~nergy developl!le~t:>rea recomin.en(jed by theGoven.ior'sWi~d ;Energy Development Task.Force and the .. written 
description of the areascon-esp()nding to the shape file included Jn legislatinn adopting this ta~k force 

reco111I11endatiou .• J11e c.orrection~to the description of the areas. in Chain .of Ponds andT25 MD BP}' were 
identified priorto enactment of the legislation but were never incorporated into the final. language of the bill: The 

coirecti?ii-s tO:--th_e __ dei~r-iption fO~_-_Slcinller -T~~n_si1ip _were, _discove-red :dtli'.ing:the_ recent prOc_es~- O~:Ie~iewing:'the_ 
legislatio~1. Part D deletes a re;ferepce to the timeperi()d after the enacbnent of Public Law 2007, chapter 661 and 
the effective date of rulemakingby the Maine Land Use.Regulation Commission. Patt D. als.o directs the Maine 
Land uSe_RegU1~tio;-1-:G~mm_iSs-io~ 1o chahg~--its'rqJeS to be ~onsiSt~rif with thesfi_-changes. 

-· - -- . 

Part.E adds a word that was inadvertently qmittedfro1TI PublicLa~2069,chap~e1~ 372. Part~ also clarifi~s .that 
those provisionspr~viding .for joint administration of the Renewable Resource J.lund prqgram by the }Officiency 

Ma.ine Trust and the Public UtiUties Connnission take effectJµly I ;2010, when the Efficiency Maine Trusttakes 
over o.ther programs pursuant to Public_ Law 2009_, chapter372. · . 
- - - -

Public Law 2009, chapter 415was enacted as an eme1-gencymeasure effective June 17, 2009. 
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Not Enacted 

LD945 

Not Enacted 

LD897 

LD 1256 

LD 1378 

Not Enacted 

LD477 

Enacted 

LD466 

LD508 

LD 1265 

Not Enacted 

LD394 

LD 502 

Enacted 

Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary 

SUBJECT INDEX 

Adoption 

An Act To Protect the Rights of Siblings Separated by Adoption 

Arbitration and Mediation 

An Act To Prohibit Mandatory Binding Arbitration 

An Act To Prohibit Predispnte Mandatory Binding Arbitration 
Clauses in Consumer Contracts 

An Act To Adopt Portions of the Uniform Mediation Act 

Attorney General 

An Act To Fund State Drug Prosecutors 

Business & Nonprofit Organizations 

An Act To Amend the Limited Liability Company Laws 
Concerning Management Standards 

An Act To Amend the Laws Relating to Corporations, Limited 
Liability Companies and Limited Liability Partnerships 

Resolve, Regarding Low-profit Limited Liability Companies 

An Act To Protect Nonprofit Organizations from Embezzlement 

An Act To Require Additional Information in the Annual 
Reports of Nonprofit Corporations 

Child Protection 
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ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 

PUBLIC 164 

PUBLIC 56 

RESOLVE97 

ONTP 

ONTP 



LD 162 

LD427 

Not Enacted 

LD 1188 

LD 1216 

Enacted 

LD 1403 

LD 1405 

Enacted 

LD546 

LD 640 

LD679 

LD826 

LD 1199 

LD 1306 

Not Enacted 

LD828 

LD 1208 

An Act To Clarify Child Abuse and Neglect Information 
Disclosure 

An Act To Require School Bns Drivers and School Bus 
Attendants To Report Suspected Child Abuse 

An Act To Clarify Child Protection Proceedings 

An Act To Strengthen the Kinship Preference in Child Welfare 
Residential Placement 

Commercial Code 

An Act To Implement the Uniform Law Conference Suggested 
Updates to Article 1 of the Uniform Commercial Code 

An Act To Implement the Updates to Article 7 of the Uniform 
Commercial Code Suggested by the National Conference of 
Commissioners on Uniform State Laws 

Confidentiality/Freedom of Access 

An Act To Ensure Access to Public Information 

An Act To Ensure Public Access to Records Relating to Public 
Contracts for Personal Services 

An Act To Allow a Court To Award Attorney's Fees in Successful 
Freedom of Access Appeals 

An Act To Protect Recreational Trails on Private Land by 
Exempting Certain Information on Recreational Trails from the 
Definition of "Public Records" 

An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Right To 
Know Advisory Committee 

An Act To Require Interscholastic Athletic Organizations To 
Comply with the Public Proceedings Provisions of the Freedom of 
Access Laws for Certain Meetings 

An Act To Enhance the Shielding of Journalists' Sources 

An Act To Encourage Transparency in the Oversight of 
Interscholastic Activities 
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PUBLIC38 

PUBLIC 41 

ONTP 

ONTP 

PUBLIC 325 

PUBLIC324 

PUBLIC 165 

PUBLIC221 

PUBLIC 423 

PUBLIC 176 

PUBLIC240 
EMERGENCY 

PUBLIC334 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

ONTP 



LD 1353 An Act Regarding Salary Information for Public Employees ONTP 

Courts and Court Procedure 

Enacted 

LD 443 An Act To Increase the Jurisdictional Limit for Small Claims PUBLIC428 

LD527 An Act To Require a Referee of a Land Dispute To Render a PUBLIC 166 

Decision within One Year 

LD581 An Act To Allow Law Enforcement Officers To Obtain a PUBLIC 205 
Personal Recognizance Bond in Certain Cases 

LD 657 An Act To Allow the Award of Court Costs or Attorney's Fees in PUBLIC 263 
Protection from Harassment Actions 

LD703 An Act Regarding Claims for Civil Perjury PUBLIC 187 

LD 1132 An Act To Establish the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal PUBLIC 419 
Services EMERGENCY 

LD 1179 An Act To Create a Post-judgment Mechanism To Provide Relief PUBLIC287 
for a Person Whose Identity Has Been Stolen and Falsely Used in 
Court Proceedings 

LD 1184 An Act To Improve the Process for Recovering Personal Property PUBLIC245 
and for Filing Actions Involving Consumer Credit 

LD 1200 An Act To Streamline the Process for Court-ordered Mental PUBLIC268 
Health Examinations in Criminal Cases 

Not Enacted 

LD25 An Act To Protect Child Victims of Sexual Abuse ONTP 

LD375 An Act To Clarify the Amount of a Contract for Small Claim ONTP 

Purposes 

LD376 An Act To Remove Domestic Court Cases from the Probate ONTP 

Court 

LD444 An Act To Allow a Verdict in a Criminal Trial To Be Considered ONTP 

a De Minimis Infraction 

LD491 An Act To Reform Maine's Judicial System ONTP 

LD 529 An Act To Create a Traffic Court 

LD 784 An Act To Improve the Process for Recovering Personal Property LEAVE TO 
WITHDRAW 

LD882 An Act To Consolidate and Modernize Maine's Courts INDEFPP 
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LD 1382 

Not Enacted 

LD 135 

LD291 

Enacted 

LD488 

LD 803 

LD947 

Not Enacted 

LD487 

Enacted 

LD324 

LD 742 

LD827 

Not Enacted 

LD22 

LD24 

LD326 

LD 756 

An Act To Provide for Equality before the Law 

Courts, Jwy Duty 

An Act To Increase Mileage Reimbursement for Jurors 

An Act To Exempt Breast-feeding Mothers from Jury Duty 

Courts, Justices and Judges 

An Act To Address an Inequity in the Judicial Retirement System 

An Act To Authorize an Active Retired Justice or Judge To 
Conduct Arbitration and Chair Medical Malpractice Screening 
Panels 

An Act To Amend the Laws To Ensure Equity in the Judicial 
Retirement Program 

An Act To Increase Judicial Salaries 

Domestic Violence/Protection from Abuse 

An Act To Allow Limited Information Sharing in Domestic 
Violence Cases 

An Act To Amend the Composition of the Maine Commission on 
Domestic and Sexual Abuse 

An Act To Exempt Protection from Abuse Orders from the 
Notification and 30-day Waiting Period Requirements under the 
Uniform Enforcement of Foreign Judgments Act 

Resolve, To Establish a Study Commission To Develop 
Legislation Designed To Prevent Domestic Violence and Abuse 

An Act To Prevent Domestic Violence and Abuse 

An Act To Allow the Request for and Granting of Permanent 
Protection from Abuse Orders 

An Act To Discourage the Misuse of the Process for Obtaining 
Protection from Abuse 
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PUBLIC 254 

PUBLIC 136 

PUBLIC 267 

ONTP 

PUBLIC 181 

PUBLIC257 

PUBLIC 202 
EMERGENCY 

ONTP 
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ONTP 

ONTP 



Enacted 

LD 580 

LD643 

LD 1143 

Not Enacted 

LD 426 

LD455 

LD528 

LD 642 

LD689 

Enacted 

LD300 

LD399 

LD 461 

LD614 

LD 1459 

Enacted 

LD 716 

LD 1020 

Family Law, General 

An Act Concerning the Automatic Dissolution of Certain 
Marriages 

An Act To Authorize a Court To Appoint a Parenting 
Coordinator To Assist in Domestic Relations Actions 

Resolve, Directing a Study of Domestic Violence and Parental 

Rights and Responsibilities 

An Act To Allow Stepparents To Take Certain Actions with 
Respect to Their Stepchildren 

An Act Regarding Parents' Rights 

An Act To Prohibit a Person Whose Parental Rights Have Been 
Terminated from Gaining Custody of a Grandchild 

An Act To Protect Parental Relationships during and after 
Divorce 

An Act Regarding Guardians Ad Litem 

Family Law, Child Support 

An Act To Increase Child Support Collection by Expanding the 

New Hire Reporting Requirements 

Resolve, To Establish a Working Group To Increase Child 
Support Collections 

An Act To Adopt Amendments to the Uniform Interstate Family 
Support Act 

An Act To Improve Child Support Collection Procedures by 
Changing the Process of Modifying a Support Order 

An Act To Modify Child Support Enforcement Procedures and 
Requirements 

Human Rights and Medical Rights 

An Act To Change the Definition of "Domestic Partner" in the 
Laws Governing Custody of Remains 

An Act To End Discrimination in Civil Marriage and Affirm 
Religious Freedom 
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PUBLIC 96 
EMERGENCY 

PUBLIC345 

RESOLVE120 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 

PUBLIC 198 

RESOLVE60 

PUBLIC 95 

PUBLIC 158 

PUBLIC290 

PUBLIC 159 

PUBLIC 82 



LD 1039 

LD 1108 

Not Enacted 

LD 962 

LD 1118 

LD 1209 

Enacted 

LD365 

LD 582 

LD944 

LD 1006 

LD 1404 

Not Enacted 

LD23 

LD 1079 

Enacted 

LD391 

LD961 

Not Enacted 

An Act Concerning Advanced Directives To Give Effect to a 
Person's End-of-life Health Care Decisions 

An Act To Amend the Statute of Limitations under the Maine 
Human Rights Act 

An Act To Protect Family Caregivers 

An Act To Expand Rights for Maine Families 

An Act Regarding the Consent of Minors To Receive Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Treatment 

Probate 

An Act To Amend the Laws Governing MaineCare Estate 
Recovery Undertaken by the Department of Health and Human 
Services 

An Act To Amend the Statnte of Limitations for Actions against 
the Estate of a Decedent 

An Act To Increase the Evidentiary Standard Required To 
Establish a Guardianship 

An Act To Create the Probate and Trust Law Advisory 
Commission 

An Act To Enact the Maine Uniform Power of Attorney Act 

An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Powers of Attorney 

An Act To Prohibit a Parent without Parental Rights from 
Inheriting from an Adult Child Who Dies without a Will 

Real Property, Property Rights and Eminent Domain 

An Act To Amend the Law Concerning Adverse Possession 

An Act To Amend the Maine Condominium Act Regarding 
Escrow of Assessments 
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P& S 17 

PUBLIC235 

DIED ON 
ADJOURNMENT 

ONTP 

ONTP 

PUBLIC 150 

PUBLIC 368 

PUBLIC349 

PUBLIC262 

PUBLIC 292 

ONTP 

ONTP 

PUBLIC255 

PUBLIC 332 



LD301 

LD 615 

LD981 

LD 1207 

LD 1472 

Enacted 

LD428 

LD702 

LD889 

LD 1307 

Not Enacted 

LD372 

LD734 

Not Enacted 

LD484 

LD 1192 

Enacted 

LD796 

An Act To Require Home Sellers To Disclose Energy Usage Data 

An Act To Strengthen Landowner Rights in Certain Eminent 
Domain Situations 

Resolve, To Establish a Study Commission To Examine the Issue 
of Eminent Domain 

An Act To Base the Value of Eminent Domain Takings on Going 
Concern Value 

An Act To Require a Municipality To Quiet Title to Certain 
Roads Acquired by Adverse Possession 

Torts and Immunity, General 

An Act To Amend the Laws Concerning Wrongful Death 

An Act To Allow the Donation of Certain Perishable Food 
Products to Nonprofit Organizations 

An Act To Limit Liability for Certain Noncommercial Aviation 
Activities 

An Act To Provide Limited Immunity for Road Association 
Directors, Commissioners and Volunteers 

An Act To Authorize the Administration of Epinephrine 
Autoinjectors and Asthma Inhalers in Emergencies 

An Act To Provide for Treble Damages for Injuries Caused by a 
Person under the Influence of Alcohol or Drugs 

Torts and Immunity, Statutes of Limitation 

An Act To Rescind the Statute of Limitations on the Ability To 
File a Civil Suit in Cases Dealing with Unlawful Sexual Contact 

An Act To Change the Statute of Limitations for Health Care 
Practitioners 

Tribal-State Relations 

An Act To Direct Fines Derived from Tribal Law Enforcement 
Activities to the Passamaquoddy Tribe and the Penobscot Nation 
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ONTP 

ONTP 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

ONTP 

PUBLIC 180 

PUBLIC 168 

PUBLIC 156 

PUBLIC238 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

ONTP 

ONTP 
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LD 797 

LD 1377 

Not Enacted 

LD 445 

LD 1266 

Enacted 

LD777 

LD 1402 

LD 1475 

Not Enacted 

LD898 

LD 1289 

An Act To Fully Implement the Legislative Intent in Prohibiting 
Offensive Place Names 

An Act To Amend the 1980 Maine Implementing Act To 
Authorize the Establishment of a Tribal Court for the Houlton 
Band of Maliseet Indians and Related Matters 

An Act To Improve Tribal-State Relations 

Resolve, Establishing a Blue Ribbon Panel To Address 
Disparities in Economic Development between the 
Passamaquoddy Tribe and the State and the United States 

Uncategorized 

An Act To Provide for an Expiration Date for Certain 
Harassment Notices 

An Act To Enact the Uniform Prudent Management of 
Institutional Funds Act 

An Act To Correct Errors and Inconsistencies in the Laws of 
Maine 

An Act To Amend the Law Pertaining to Permanently Restricted 
Funds of Municipal Public Libraries 

An Act To Enact the Uniform Debt Management Services Act 
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LD26 

Joint Standing Committee on Labor 

An Act To Allow the Spouse of a Retired Public Employee a Second 
Chance To Be Enrolled under the Retiree's Insurance Plan 

Sponsor(s) 

EDGECOMB 

BOWMAN 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill allows a retiree covered by the state group health insurance plan to enroll a spouse for coverage under that 

plan if the spouse changes jobs or retires. 

The Committee considered amending the bill to reflect the sponsor1s intent to allow retired teachers covered by the 

retired teachers' health insurance plan to enroll a spouse or dependent for coverage upon retirement and to allow a 

one-time change of election to enroll a spouse if the spouse has a life changing event. State employees already have 

this option. 

LD27 An Act To Amend the Definition of Employment for Purposes of 
Unemployment Compensation 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

FLOOD ONTP 

Under current law, an employment relationship exists and unemployment insurance coverage is required unless all 

three parts of the so-called "ABC testn can be demonstrated. This bill limits application of the ABC test to situations 

in which the individual has performed services for a total of no less than 16 hours. 

The sponsor withdrew the bill because a Governor1s Task Force on Employee Misclassification has been established 

to look at the issue. 

LD64 An Act To Amend the Requirements for the Livable Wage Report 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

JACKSON OTP 

This bill changes the timing of the calculation and reporting of the livable wage from annual to biennial. The change 

is being made because some of the data needed for the calculation is not available in time for an annual calculation. 

The bill also changes the yearly schedule so that the Department of Labor has 5 months to report the information 

instead of only one month. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law .2009, chapter'll changes the timi1lg oftl:ie calculation and rep01ti1lg of the1ivable wage from annual to 

biellllial. ·the caICui~fion ismaae.:Usmg·s.ev~n··expense.c~tegories c:ood; h0Using; ·telep~one; heal.ih:~ai-e; 
tl'ansportation; child care; and household goods, clothing, and personal care). Child care rates are only published 
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bienni~lly in the "Maine ciiild Care "\VorkfO:~ceCJimateReport&M~ketAnalysi~:>· The law alsoch~I!ges tiie 
yearly.schedule so that the Department of Labor has 5 months to report the infonnation instead of only one month. 

LD65 An Act To Increase the Ability of the Maine Wage Assurance Fund To 
Pay Unpaid Workers 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

JACKSON OTP-AM S-16 

This bill increases the amount that may be held in the Maine Wage Assurance Fund from $100,000 to $200,000. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-16) 

This amendment adds an appropriations and allocations section to the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pubiic]::'i.~2oo9: chapter 25 iiicrn~se~ tl;e amou~t that may beheld ill the Maine w~!leAs~umnc~ 1'11~d from 
$100,000 to $200,000. The increase will not raise the employmenttax, but will ensure thatworkers get paid up to 
~~ ~e~kS-'.Of-tiflp_ald wag~s W_heii' a .busille_~-s- C1os·e~--wJtli-rio asS-etS_._ 

PUBLIC 25 

LD83 An Act To Increase the Percentage of Retired Teachers' Health 
Insurance Paid hy the State 

DIED ON 
ADJOURNMENT 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

JACKSON OTP-AM S-17 

This bill increases the State's contribution for health insurance for retired teachers from 45% to 50% beginning 

January 1, 2010. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-17) 

This amendment adds an appropriations and allocations section to the bill. 

LD84 An Act To Ensure Fair Pay 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SIMPSON OTP-AM S-18 

This bill protects employees from employer discrimination when employees inquire about, disclose, compare or 

otherwise discuss employee wages. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-18) 
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This amendment clarifies that an employer may neither prohibit the inquiry nor the disclosure of an employee's 

wages for the purpose of enforcing the equal pay statute. It also states that there is no obligation to disclose wages. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pu)>ll~ Law 2009; chapt~r .29 specifies that m; ~ml'io)';j~ffia)' noLprohibit an empl;;yee from disclnslng the .. 

employee's own wages or from inquiring about another employee's wages if the purpose oftbe disclosure or inquiry 

is to enforce the equal pay statute. Thelaw also states tbatthere is no obligation to disclose wages. 

LD 104 An Act To Fund Fully the Purchase of Military Time DIED ON 
ADJOURNMENT 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DAVISP OTP-AM H-111 

This bill provides one-time funds to subsidize the purchase of military service credit for the members of the Maine 

Public Employees Retirement System who applied and were determined eligible to purchase the service credit for 

calendar year 2004 per Public Law 2003. chapter 693. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-111) 

This amendment corrects the amount necessary to provide one-time funds to subsidize the purchase of military 

service credit for the members of the Maine Public Employees Retirement System who applied and were determined 

eligible to purchase the service credit for calendar year 2004 per Public Law 2003, chapter 693. The amendment is 

necessary because the original calculation was based on 6 individuals who are eligible. Since 2 of those individuals 

have already retired, the new calculation is based on the 4 remaining individuals who were determined eligible to 

purchase service credit for calendar year 2004. 

LD125 Resolve, To Establish the Blue Ribbon Commission To Study the 

Functions and Operations of the Maine Public Employees Retirement 

System 

Sponsor(s) 

TUTTLE 

JACKSON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This resolve establishes a blue ribbon commission to study the functions and operations of the Maine Public 

Employees Retirement System. 

This resolve is carried over to any special or regular session of the 124th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. 
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LD 149 An Act To Amend the Laws Relating to the Maine Jobs Council 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BLODGETT OTP 

This bill repeals a provision of law relating to membership of the Maine Jobs Council so that the law accurately 
reflects membership that is consistent with the representation requirements of the federal Workforce Investment Act 

ofl998. It amends provisions of!aw relating to the scope of work of the council's Standing Committee on 
Employment of People with Disabilities. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, ch~pter 12!epealsa provisiOf1 oflaw relating to membership oft~eMaine Jobs COUJ)Cil so that the 
law accurately reflects membership that is ~onsistent with th_e representation re9uirements ~.£the fede.ral Workforce· 
fuvestmentA~ of1998'. It amendspi;ovisi.cm~ oflaw relating to the scope ofwork of1he council's Standing 
Committee on Employment of Peopte with Disabilities. 

PUBLIC 12 

LD 154 An Act To Enhance the Safety of Forestry Workers and Contracted 

Farm Workers 

PUBLIC201 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BLODGETT OTP-AM H-112 

S-131 JACKSON 

This bill adds migrant and seasonal farm workers to the law providing protections for forestry workers. Fann labor 

contractors who are required to register under the federal Migrant and Seasonal Agricultural Worker Protection Act 

are required to file their federal registration with the state Department of Labor, listing a contact within the State. 

They are also required to provide first aid training, first aid kits and safe transportation for their workers. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-112) 

This amendment clarifies that the number of occupants in a 15-person or 12-person van may not exceed 12 (11 

passengers and one driver). 

Senate Amendment "A" (S-131) 

This amendment adds an emergency preamble and clause to the bill and applies the requirement that employers of 
bond workers provide proof of the employer's ownership of logging equipment for any te1nporary alien worker, not 

just nonagricultural temporary laborers. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publl6Law 2009,cha]lter 201 ~cl.cis migrant ancl se~s~nal frum w()r~ers to the la~ proyidfugprotecti~l1s forf~r~stcy 
workers: F~rmlabor °°'ntractors .who are required to register under the federal Migrant andSeasonal Agriculfural 
Worker Protection A.ct are requift'd tofile.their fed~ral registration with the state Dep•1runent ofLabor listing a 
contact within the State. They are also required to providefirst aid training, first aid kits. an.4 ~af~ tr311sportation for 
th.eii: workers/. T,he la\V requires that employersofbond workers provid~ proof of1he employer's ownership of 
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logging equipmentfor any tempo racy ali~n ~orker, noi}ll1't nonagri~l11(U;ru tempo;~,.y laborers. 

Public Law 2009, chapter 201 was enacted as an emergency measun; effective May 26, 2009. 

LD 176 An Act To Equitably Adjust the Workers' Compensation Board's 
Assessment 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BARTLETT OTP 

This bill requires the Workers1 Compensation Board to use collections that exceed the maximum assessment by more 
than 1 Oo/o to reduce the assessment on insured employers. 

Enacted Law Summary 

~blic La\\'2009, chapter. Io<) req~ires the\Vorkers' C~mpensation Board to use coliections that exceOcl the 

1:11aximUll_l: a~sess1n~nt·by :JP.I:'~~- than _1 O~ ~o reduSe ~e aS~_essme11t on_insur<?d_ ~mploye1'S/ -

LD 192 An Act To Index the State Minimum Wage to Inflation 

Sponsor(s) 

TUTTLE 
GERZOFSKY 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This bill provides for the state minimum hourly wage to be adjusted for inflation beginning January I, 20 I 0 and 
annually thereafter. The bill requires the Department of Labor to calculate the inflation-adjusted minimum hourly 

wage based on changes in the consumer price index and to exclude from the calculation any month in which the 
State's unemployment rate exceeds the national unemployment rate. 

This bill is carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. 

PUBLIC 109 

Carried Over 

LD292 An Act To Restore Equity to the Maine Public Employees Retirement 
System 

ACCEPTED ONTP 

REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

SCHATZ 
DAMON 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

The Maine Public Employees Retire1nent System currently contains 2 separate benefit structures based upon the 

status of participants on July I, 1993. Part A of this bill: 

1. Reduces the early retirement reduction factor frotn 6o/o to 3% for employees who were already employed in a 
position that is covered under the State Employee and Teacher Retirement Program, the Legislative Retirement 

Program or the Judicial Retirement Program on July I, 1993, and only those employees who do not have the option 
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t6 retire at 55 years of age under a special plan; 

2. Allows the Board of Trustees of the Maine Public Employees Retirement System to reduce the payment in fiscal 
year 2008-09 toward the unfunded actuarial liability of the state employee and teacher retirement program and, if 

such a reduction is made, to apply the balance of the amount appropriated for that purpose to fund the past service 
liabilities created by the benefits provided under the bill, the increase in normal cost in fiscal year 2009-10 
associated with the benefits provided under the bill and any increased unfunded liability payments required in fiscal 

year 2009-10 resulting from the reduced unfunded liability contribution in fiscal year 2008-09; and 

3. Provides that the substantive changes to the Maine Public Employees Retirement System accomplished by this 

legislation take effect only if the Board of Trustees of the Maine Public Employees Retirement System determines 
that the reduction in the required unfunded liability payment in fiscal year 2008-09 is consistent with sound actuarial 
practice. 

Part B of this bill directs the Maine Public Employees Retirement System, the Commissioner of Administrative and 
Financial Services and the State Employee Health Commission, within their existing resources, to design a unified 
pension and benefit plan to apply to all state employees and teachers that are first hired after December 31, 2010. It 
authorizes submission of the proposed unified pension and benefit plan, together with proposed implementing 
legislation, to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over labor matters no later than 
December 10, 2009 and authorizes the committee to report out a bill to the Second Regular Session of the !24th 
Legislature. Under this unified pension and benefit plan: 

I. In order to enhance portability of benefits and eliminate the issues associated with the government pension offset 
and the windfall elimination provision of the federal Social Security Act, every state employee and teacher subject to 
the plan will be covered under Social Security; 

2. All new employees will be members of a common health plan with benefits that are identical to those paid for in 
accordance with current law and collective bargaining contracts; 

3. In addition to Medicare and Social Security, each member will be entitled to a supplemental defined pension and 
retiree health benefit; 

4. The present actuarial cost of retiree benefits under the plan will be limited to 6% of payroll to be divided equally 

between the employee and the employer; 

5. Continuing health coverage will be offered to retirees and their dependents; 

6. A retired member may receive a subsidy of up to 90% of the cost for the retiree's own health insurance and up to 
45% of the cost of a spouse or dependent. The level of subsidy will be graduated to reflect length of service; 

7. The future cost of retiree health benefits will be paid into an existing dedicated revenue account by assessing the 
current payroll of active members a percentage that is divided equally between the member and the member1s 
employer; 

8. Each member's supplemental defined pension will be calculated as a percentage of base year compensation titnes 
years of service. The percentage, rounded to the nearest tenth, will be calculated based on funding available after 
deducting the cost of the retiree health benefit from the 6% total benefit cost; and 

9. A vested member may retire after 30 years of service or at 62 years of age, whichever occurs first. A member 
who retires early may recover 1.5 times of the member1s own contribution plus 6o/o interest if benefits are withdrawn 
as cash. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-237) 
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This is the 1ninority report of the Joint Standing Com1nittee on Labor. This amendment incorporates a fiscal note. 

LD373 An Act To Facilitate Lactation at the Workplace by New Mothers 

Sponsor(s) Committee Rep01t Amendments Adopted 

INNES OTP-AM H-83 

This bill requires break time for nursing mothers in the workplace and requires an employer to provide a sanitary 

space, which must be close to the work area and may not be a bathroom, for nursing mothers to express milk in 

privacy. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-83) 

This amendment clarifies that an employer, including the State, shall make reasonable efforts to provide a clean 

room or other location, other than a bathroom, where an employee may express breast milk in privacy. The time 

used may be unpaid break time or paid break time or meal time at the discretion of the employer. 

Enacted Law Summary 

i>lll>iitLa\'\''.2009, chapter84requit~s that an employer,·bc111<ling.the state;sllal\ffiiilZe reasonable efforts to pro~i<ie 
~-clean r~_om Of o;~er l()Ca~o~~-_ ?th_er tl1all a:-bathr00l_11~ "WJ,ie~e :itn :-~tnPl()yee m~y_ ~~Pres8::'breast l_llill{il-priv~cy'_~or'Up 
to 3 years follo1'Ying chil.dbirt~. The time used maybe unpaid break titneor paid bre~k time.anneal time at the 
~iscretion. of the employer .. An employer may notdiscriminate against an employee who chooses to express breast 
milk in the workplace. 

LD403 An Act To Increase the Minimum Wage 

Sponsor(s) 

TUTTLE 

JACKSON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This bill increases the minimum wage to $8.20 per hour in 2010 and to $8.90 in 2011. Each year after that, the 
minimum wage is adjusted based on changes in prices, so that the minimum hourly wage rate maintains employee 

purchasing power. The price adjustment is based on the change in the Consumer Price Index. 

This bill is carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. 

LD 409 An Act To Increase Leaves of Absence for State Employees and 

Officials Who Are Members of the National Guard or Reserves of the 

United States Armed Forces 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

COURTNEY ONTP 
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This bill increases the paid leave of absence given to officials and employees of the State who are members of the 
National Guard or Reserves of the United States Armed Forces from 17 work days per year to 30 work days per year 
while those officials or employees are performing military duty. 

LD 496 An Act To Amend the Employment Practices Laws 

Sponsor(s) Committee Rep01t Amendments Adopted 

TUTTLE ONTP 

Current law allows public employers to deduct service fees owed by an employee to a collective bargaining agent 
from employee's pay. This bill requires a public employer to deduct the fees. 

LD 549 An Act To Amend the Employment Practices Law Regarding Substance 

Abuse Testing 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

WESTON OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-179 TUTTLE 

S-75 

This bill provides that employers using substance abuse testing may use tests that have been recognized by the 
federal Food and Drug Adtninistration as accurate and reliable through a clearance or approval process and directs 
the use of that agency1s cleared or approved cutoff levels and procedures if the Department of Health and Human 
Services cutoff levels or procedures do not exist for the particular test. 

Committee Amendment ''A'' (S-75) 

This amendment clarifies that if the Department of Health and Human Services does not have established cutoff 

levels and procedures for a particular federally approved substance abuse test the cutoff levels and procedures 
established by the United States Department of Health and Human Services, Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration apply. 

House Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (H-179) 

This amendment further clarifies that the particular cutoff levels and procedures for substance abuse testing to be 
used when the Department of Health and Human Services does not have established cutoff levels and procedures are 
those as printed in the Federal Register, Volume 69, No. 71, sections 3.4 to 3.7 on pages 19697 and 19698. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publicia~-2oo9,chapter 133_ provides that employers'using substante-a~usetesting ll1ay'Use ie~tb;;!b;.v-e b"en 

recogtiized by the Unit~d Stat~s [)epartment ofl,fealth and Human Seryice~; Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services as acctirate and reliable ~sset fmth :irl the Federal Register, VolUIIle 69~No.71, sections 3.4 to 3.7..on pages 
~9697 "'_'d 19698 ifthe Department of Health and }luman Services does not have established cutoff levels or 
P]'Ocedures for the parti.culanest: . . •... . . . . . . . . .. . . . 
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Resolve, To Establish a Working Group of Stakeholders To Review the 

Current and Future Needs of Blind and Visnally Impaired Individuals 

and To Establish Long-term Solutions To Fund Those Needs 

Sponsor(s) 

DRISCOLL 
JACKSON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-122 

This bill decreases the ratio of visually impaired and blind individuals to vision rehabilitation therapists to more 

appropriate levels and improves the effectiveness of vision rehabilitation services for the increasing numbers of 

adults with vision loss and expanded core cuniculum services for youth in transition by funding one full-time and 2 

half-time Vision Rehabilitation Therapist positions and one full-time Personal Adjustment Counselor position. The 

bill also provides funding for a vision rehabilitation program developer to design and implement a vision 

rehabilitation system. The bill increases funding for the Maine Audio Information and Reading Service operated by 

The Iris Network in order to support expansion to a 24 hours per day, 7 days per week broadcast. Finally, the bill 
provides funding to establish training opportunities, including internships, scholarships and fellowships, designed to 

recruit professionals to provide vision rehabilitation therapy and allied services throughout the State. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-122) 

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve that authorizes the establishment of a working group funded within 

existing resources of the Department of Labor to study the current and future needs of blind and visually impaired 

i~dividuals, determine the costs of those needs and design a solution to meet those needs. The group shall report its 

findings to the Joint Standing Committee on Labor and the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural 
Affairs by January 31, 2010. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Reso\ve2009, cl1~pter 39 allthoriz"s the establislun~~t ofa W?rkmg group funded~ithill existing rl'SOUrces ofthe 
J)epaJirnent 7f Labo~ t? study the cun·~ntandfu('ll'e needs of blind and vjsuaUy i~paire~ mdiyiduals, •determine the 
cos'.' ofthos~ 11eeds and desig11.a solution t0 meet those needs. ·. Thegroup shaU report its fin.dmils to tile JO mt 
Standmg colllffiittee on Labor and.the Jomt Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs by Janufily3 l, 
201,0.' 

LD578 An Act Regarding Repayment of Subrogation or Lien Claims in 

Workers' Compensation Actions 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

WATSON ONTP 

This bill amends the laws governing workers' compensation to provide for the reduction of any lien or subrogation 

interest when recovery from a 3rd party is so limited that repayment of the lien or subrogation interest would 

constitute a hardship on the employee. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Labor 

An Act To Provide Wraparound Medical Coverage in the Workers' 
Compensation System 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MlLLER ONTP 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. It proposes to establish an integrated health insurance 

program that incorporates health coverage provided by Dirigo Health into the workers' compensation system. 

LD 617 An Act To Amend the Maine Workers' Compensation Act of 1992 To 
Remove Independent Medical Examiners 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

GERZOFSKY ONTP 

This bill removes the independent medical examiner system from the Maine Workers1 Compensation Act of 1992. 

LD620 An Act To Ensure the Workers' Compensation Board's Regulatory 
Oversight of the Maine Insurance Guaranty Association 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BARTLETT OTP-AM S-85 

This bi11 ensures that the Maine Insurance Guaranty Association is responsible for all penalties under the Maine 

Worker' Compensation Act of 1992 and any rules adopted pursuant to the Maine Worker' Compensation Act of 1992 

with the exception of the penalty under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 39-A, section 359, subsection 2. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-85) 

This amendment specifies that the Maine Insurance Guaranty Association, or 11association,11 must employ Maine 

licensed adjusters in the handling of claitns. The amendment prohibits the imposition of penalties if the association 

is unable, in the exercise of reasonable diligence, to obtain the records of an insolvent insurer or was prevented from 

complying with the Maine Workers' Compensation Act of 1992 through no fault of its own. The amendment makes 

clear that any acts or omissions by the association prior to the effective date of this legislation are not governed by 

the provisions of this legislation. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009; chapter 129 specifiesthat the Maine IJ1surance Guaranty Assciciati~n ("MIGA")must employ 

Maine !ic~nse4 adjusters in the handling of claints. It clarifies that MI(}A is responsible forpenalties underthe 

Maine Workers' Compensation Act of 1992 ("ACT'') and anyrules adopted pursuant to the ACT w.ith the foUqwing 

excepticins: 
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L The penalty Wlderthe Maine.Revised Statutes, Title 39-A, section 359, subsection 2; 

2. If the Workers' C~inpensation Board finds that MIGA was prevented from complying with tl1e ACT because 

MIGA. was u!lable in the exercis" ofreasonable diligenceto obtain records of the insolvent.insurer; and 

3. IftheWorkers' Compensation Board finds that MIGA.was preyentedfrom complying with the ACT because.of 
c,i_rcum.stahces beyond its reasonable control. , 

LD621 An Act Allowing Workers' Compensation Benefits for Firefighters Who 

Contract Cancer 

Sponsor(s) 

BARTLETT 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

S-100 

S-151 BARTLETT 

This bill creates a rebuttable presumption under the Maine Workers' Compensation Act of 1992 that a firefighter 

who contracts cancer contracted the disease in the course of employment as a firefighter if the firefighter, during the 

time of that firefighter's employment, received a test for cancer that failed to detect the cancer. This bill makes the 

last employer for whom the firefighter worked at the time of the last exposure to the risk of cancer and that 

e1nployer1s insurer liable for the cancer. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S~lOO) 

This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, requires that, to be eligible for workers1 

compensation benefits, in addition to the presumption established in the bill, the firefighter must have been 

employed as a firefighter for a minimum of 5 years and have regularly responded to firefighting or emergency calls. 

The amendment changes the application of the presumption for retired firefighters who contract cancer from within 

20 years to within 10 years of last active employment or prior to 70 years of age. The amendment also requires the 

firefighter to verify that the diagnosed cancer is not prevalent in the firefighter's blood-related family and is not due 

to exposures to carcinogens outside the firefighter's employment as a firefighter. 

Senate Amendment "B" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-151) 

This amendment amends the definition of 11firefightern by striking the reference to "responding to other 

emergencies" to clarify that the firefighter must have regularly responded to firefighting calls to be eligible for 

workers' compensation benefits, in addition to the presumption established in Committee Amendment nA. 11 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009., chapter .408 creates a rebuttabl~ pf{lsiJ;,;pti~n under .the Maine Workers'. C:ompensation Act of 

1992 that afirefighter WllO. C~~tr?C!S a COVeredc~ncer COntrac,ted that Cancer in the ?OUrSe ofempfoyment as a 
firefighte~. In o~derto be eligible for the presumption, the firefighter must have ]Jeen employed as a firefighteifor it . 

minimum of 5 ~ears and regrilarlyre~ponded to firefighting calls. In addition, retired firefighters must have. . .• 

contracted canc~r within !Oy~ar~ pf active .employme!Jt or prior to7.0 years of age. The firefighter must also "erify 

th~t the diagnosed cancer is not prevalent. in the firefighter's blood-related family an dis not due to exp9sures to 

~arcinogens outside the firefighter's employment as a firefighter. The covered cancers arelcidney cancer, 

Ilon~Iiodg_kin1-SJYillpho~a, col6n:;cari_Cer:--1~uk_emia, b~ai11_-canCer, bladd~f .C,an~er, inllltii)Je ffiyeltima·, prostate_caiu::-er~
testicular e:ancer and bieastcanCer. -
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Joint Standing Committee on Labor 

An Act Regarding the Computation of Workers' Compensation Rates 
Based on Past Claims 

Sponsor(s) 

BROWNE 

COURTNEY 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

Under current law, an employer is placed in a high-risk pool if the employer has at least 2 lost-time clahns, each 

greater than $10,000 of incurred loss during the previous 3-year experience rating period. This bill increases the 

incurred loss amount from $10,000 to $40,000. 

LD658 An Act To Require United States Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration Training for Government Construction Contracts 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

WRIGHT ONTP 

This bill requires that a contractor or subcontractor entering into a public works contract that is for $100,000 or more 

provide proof of documentation demonstrating that all nonexempt employees working on that project have 

completed a construction safety program, no shorter than 10 hours in duration, approved by the United States 

Department of Labor, Occupational Safety and Health Administration. 

The exempt employees include law enforcement officers involved in traffic control or work site security, flagging 

personnel who have completed the training required by the Department of Transportation, all relevant federal, state 

and municipal government employees and inspectors and all individuals who are not considered to be on the work 

site under the federal Davis-Bacon Act. 

The bill also specifies, notwithstanding fines provided in existing law, that a contractor or subcontractor who 

willfully and knowingly violates these requirements is subject to removal of an employee from the work site and the 

assessment of fines. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-121) 

This amendment, which is the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Labor, clarifies that the bill 

applies only to those works entered into on or after July 1, 2010. It also amends the penalties and enforcement 

provision of the bill by eliminating the appointment by the Commissioner of Labor of as many individuals as 

necessary to carry out the section and states that the penalties are in addition to the penalties provided in the Maine 

Revised Statutes, Title 26, section 1312. 

The Joint Standing Committee on Labor reconsidered the bill and the amendment and voted unanimously Ought Not 

To Pass. 
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LD 669 

Joint Standing Committee on Labor 

An Act To Clarify an Employer's Ability To Collect the 

Overcompensation of Wages 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

JACKSON LTW 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. It proposes to limit an employer's ability to collect an 
overpayment of wages due to the employer's error. 

LD 672 An Act To Add Maine Maritime Academy Representation to the State 

Employee Health Commission 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ROSENR OTP 

This bill adds representatives oflabor and management of the Maine Maritime Academy to the State Employee 
Health Commission. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P~blic L;w2oo9,-ch;.fite~64i."iiii;;-representatives of labor and_m,,;;:.g.;;;;eirt~f tile Main~-M~ritim~AcademY:-t~th~ 
.State Employee Health Commission. · . .. . . . 

LEAVE TO 
WITHDRAW 

PUBLIC 64 

LD685 An Act To Clarify the Minimum Wage Exemption for Summer Camp 

Connselors Working at Day Camps 

PUBLIC 120 

EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SULLIVAN OTP-AM S-64 

Under current law, counselors at summer camps are exempt from minimum wage requirements. This bill defines 
11 sumrner camp" and specifically includes day camps, residential camps, trip and travel camps and seasonal 

recreation programs. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-64) 

This amendment adds an emergency preamble and clause and clarifies that counselors, junior counselors or 

counselors-in-training employed by organized camps licensed by the Department of Health and Human Services and 
those employees under 18 years of age who work for nonprofit organized camps and similar seasonal recreation 

programs are exempt from minimum wage requirements. 

Enacted Law Summary 

p;,blicLaw 200<J, chapt~r 120 cl;uifies the ;ninimum wage and overtin\.~ exemption for summe; camp c;9unselors. It 
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states ~hat counselors, junior couns~lors or counse_lors-in-trainirig-emplo}'ed by oiganized camps licensed by the 

Department of Health and Human Services aud those employees under 1 Ry ears of age who work for nonprofit 

organized camps and similar seasonal recreation programs are exempt from the defil1ition of employee under 
subchapter 3 of employment practice law .. 

Public Law 2009, chapter 120 was.enacted as an emergency measure effective May 11, 2009. 

LD693 An Act To Clarify the Status and Benefits of Employees of the Child 
Development Services System 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BARTLETT OTP-AM S-189 

This bill clarifies the status of employees of the Child Development Services System, who through collective 
bargaining may join the state employee health plan and for the purpose of collective bargaining be considered an 

agency of the executive branch and a public employer covered by the laws governing state employees and legislative 

employees labor relations. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-189) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment clarifies the provision that allows employees of a regional site of 
the Child Development Services System to join the State Employee Health Insurance Program as long as it is agreed 
to in collective bargaining and funds are available. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publi~.L~w ?009, chapter233 pr<wid~s that e~ployees of a regionalsiteo~Jhe.Chlld.DeveloprnenfServi~es System 
mayjointhe State Employee Health lnsµrance Program as Jong as it is agreed to in collective bargail)ing and funds 
are available. . . 

PUBLIC 233 

LD737 An Act To Require the State To Provide Bonita Rogan with Health 
Insurance Benefits 

DIED ON 
ADJOURNMENT 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PERRYJ OTP-AM S-190 

This bill makes Bonita Rogan eligible for a group health plan as a retired employee of the State. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-190) 

This amendment adds an appropriations and allocations section. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Labor 

An Act To Clarify the Rights of Public Employee Unions and Public 

Employers To Agree through Collective Bargaining To Permit Payroll 

Deductions for Union Dues or Other Funds 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

JACKSON OTP 

The bill clarifies that-the statutory prohibition on using a state computer to solicit political contributions does not bar 
a public employer from deducting union dues and other funds that are authorized by the employee and remitting that 
deduction to the union, even if the amount deducted might be used by the union for political or legislative purposes. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pi)bJicL~w 2009, cbapt~r 144 clati:fiesthat the statutory prohibltidn ()i) nsing a state computer to solicit politic~! 
contrih.u~ol)S does nofbar ~ publk employer from dedllcting union dues ~n<l otherfundsthat are authorized by th• 
employee and r~mitting that dedm:tion to the union, even if the amount .deducted might be used by the_ union for .. 
political ~r legislative purposes. 

PUBLIC 144 

LD812 Resolve, Pertaining to Vacation Leave Earned by Seasonal Employees of 

the Baxter State Park Authority 

RESOLVE43 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ADAMS OTP-AM H-154 

This resolve requires that the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Human Services 
a1nend its rules pertaining to holidays, leaves of absence and related compensation practices to provide that a 
seasonal employee of the Baxter State Park Authority may choose to be paid for unused vacation and overtime hours 

at the end of each season. It further clarifies that choosing such an option may not be construed as an interruption in 
service if the employee returns to classified or unclassified state service in any capacity within one year. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-154) 

This amendment adds an appropriations and allocations section and an emergency preamble and einergency clause 
to the resolve. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, cbllpter 43 requires the Department of AchJJiriistrative and Financial Services Bureau of Human 

S~rviCe~. to .am.~na·: i.t~ ~r,uies:p·ertaining .. to hc;_µdayS,--1e~v~s ofal)S.e,Ilce_: ~d ·r~:ated C9mpe.~.ati()~. P!actices to.prbvJ~e 
that a sea~onal elllployee of tJ\e Baxter State Park Authority-may choose to be paid for.nnu~ed vacation and overtim6 
hours at _the end of each seas;!). It further clarifies that choosing such an opti01unay not be construed as an 
int.eri11p~oh iµ'S6fy.ice_lftbe employee-retuffis to clas.si_fied' o!.uilcl~si~~d state·s~ice·1n 3.ny.CapaCiti\0thi~.'?,ne 
year. 

R_ es_olve 2009, chapter 43 .was finally passed as an emergency measure eff~ctive May 15, Z009. 
--- -- .. .,_. .. ______ ,_ - ,_ ___________ ' ---- ... ------- -·------'·'---------·-- -
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LD 829 

Joint Standing Committee on Labor 

An Act To Clarify the Right of Public School Employees To Engage in 

Collective Bargaining 

Sponsor(s) 

CLARKH 
JACKSON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-113 

PUBLIC 107 
EMERGENCY 

This bill prohibits a regional school unit board from participating in labor relations activities prior to the operational 

date of the regional school unit except for the negotiation and execution of a collective bargaining agreement that 

takes effect on or after the operational date of the regional school unit Prior to the operational date, each 

participating school administrative unit retains the authority and duties specified in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 

26, chapter 9-A. This bill also waives the 120-day notice requirement for submission of fiscal matters by the 
bargaining unit of a regional school unit prior to and during its 1st year of operation. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-113) 

This amendment clarifies collective bargaining rights and duties of public employers and bargaining agents in 

connection with the formation of regional school units as specified in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 26, chapter 

9-A. Until approval of a proposed school administrative reorganization plan at referendum, each participating 

school administrative unit retains all authority, duties and obligations of the public employer of the employees of the 

school administrative unit, including the authority and duty to negotiate a successor collective bargaining agreement 

that will take effect on or after the operational date of the proposed regional school unit. Prior to the operational 

date of the regional school unit, the elected board for that regional school unit has the duty to take measures 
necessary to prepare to meet its obligations as a public employer, including the authority and duty to negotiate a 

successor collective bargaining agreement that will take effect on or after the operational date of the regional school 

unit. It clarifies who will act as bargaining agent prior to the operational date of the regional school unit. The 

obligation to meet within 10 days after receipt of written notice is suspended during the period between referendum 

approval and the operational date of the regional school unit. It also waives the 120-day notice requirement for 

submission of fiscal matters by the bargaining unit of a regional school unit prior to its first year of operation. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PublicL~w:ib09, ~haptel'!07 clarifies c0Hectlve.bargaining1ightsand duties of public employ~1·sancl bargairiing 

agents .in connection with the form~~on ofregi~11alschool units as specifo<din the Maine Revi.sed Statutes, Title 26, 
chapter9-A. Untiiapproval ofaproposed school. achninis(rati;e reorganization pl~!l atrefere11~um, .. each 
participating schooladministriltiveunitretains .an authority; duties and obligatio~s of the.public employer ofthe · · 
employees of the schqol admiriistrative uni~ including the authority and dutyto negotiate a successor collective 

bargaiuingagreementthat will take effect Oll.\J.r aftertheoperational pate oft~e p;~posedregion~l school unit Prior 

to the operational date ~fthe~gional sc~ool lll1it, th" e1"ctedboar.d for thatregi9.nal school unit.has the ~utyto take 
measures ~ecessazy.topre)'a~ 1:0 ll1e~t its obligations as apublfo employer, including the authority and duty to 
negotiate a .successor coll~ctive bargaining agr~ement th~t willtake effe,t.9u or after.the ope"'tional date of the 

regional school unit It cfarifie~~ho "'ill ~ct asJiargainipg ~gent prfor to thepperationa! date ofthe regional school 
lll1it. The obli~atiou to Il1eet "'ithin 10 days after recd pt of written notice is suspended during the period between 
referell.1Ull1 approyaland .. the. operational date q~theregional school .. unit .. It also waivesthe 120-d.ay notice 
requirement for submission of fiscal matters by the bargaining lll1it of a regional school lll1itprioi· to its first year of 

operation, 

Public Law 2009, chapter 107 il<as .enacted as an emergency measure f)ffective May 8, 2009. 
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LD 830 An Act To Exclude Collectively Bargained Salary and Job Promotion 
Increases from the Earnable Compensation Limitation for Retirement 
Purposes 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

CASAVANT 

JACKSON 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill restores 2 exclusions from the calculation of salary or wage increases for the purpose of determining 

average final compensation under the Maine Public Employees Retirement System that were in statute before 

significant changes were made in 1993. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~171) 

This amendment is the minority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Labor. The amendment adds an 

appropriations and allocations section to the bill. 

LD 849 An Act To Clarify the Application of the Public Works Minimum Wage 

Laws 

Sponsor(s) 

TUTTLE 

JACKSON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-241 

This bill adds public schools to the definition of"public works" in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 26, chapter 15, 

which deals with preference to Maine workers and contractors. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-241) 

This is the majority repmt of the Joint Standing Committee on Labor. It adds a fiscal note to the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PublicLaw2009,.chapter 453: add~ p~blic scJioolsto the definitionof "public works" in. the Maine Revised.Statutes, 

Title 26, chapter 15, which deal,s with prererenc~.to Mfilne work~ors and contractors for contracts let by the State foy 
$50,000 ormore. 

LD 867 An Act Regarding Unemployment Compensation 

Sponsor(s) 

CAIN 

SCHNEIDER 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill requires the Director of Unemployment Compensation, when sending a written notice of determination of 

employment, to include the documentation that supported the determination. The bill also requires the director to 

treat both claimant and employer equally and to make available the record of interviews and documentation to both 
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parties. 

LD 868 

Joint Standing Committee on Labor 

An Act To Rename the Division of Deafness within the Department of 

Labor 

Sponsor(s) 

CAIN 

SCHNEIDER 

Committee Report 

OTP 

Amendments Adopted 

H-238 HAYES 

This bill changes the name of the Division ofDeafuess within the Department of Labor, Bureau of Rehabilitation 

Services to the Division for the Deaf, Hard of Hearing and Late Deafened. The bill also defines 11late deafened 11 and 
11 late-deafened personn and corrects cross-references that are affected by the name change. 

House Amendment "A" (H-238) 

This amendment is being presented on behalf of the Committee on Bills in Second Reading to prevent a conflict by 

incorporating changes made to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 7302 and section 7505, subsection 5 

by Public Law 2009, chapter 68. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter1?4 ~hanges tl~e name of the I>ivision ofDeafu~~s. ~ithin the Dep~ellt of J,abor, 
Bureau.of Rehabilitation se,Yices to th~ Division for th~Deaf; Hard of Hearing and Late Deafened .. The bill also 

~efin:ifg- :'.;_late :d~~~ned11_ari:~( 11-1iit~-deitfen~d--p~)'sOn j, ·and ~_orrectS. cfoss-tefefen~estli~£ ~C-affe~tecf b.Y .. the name 
change. 

LD 869 An Act To Require the Development of Plans To Achieve the Payment 

of Livable Wages by State and Local Government Employers 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BUTTERFIELD ONTP 

This bill redefines "livable wage11 using the statewide average livable wage for a single-parent, one-child household 

rather than a 2 parent household with 2 earners and 2 children. It further adjusts the definition when applied to 

municipalities, school administrative units, and any other local political subdivision by using the county or 

metropolitan statistical area to base the average. 

The bill requires the State, the University of Maine System, the Maine Community College System, and all 

municipalities, counties, and school administrative units to annually submit a report to the Department of Labor for 

the preceding calendar year to determine the extent in which they pay workers livable wage rates. The report is to 

identify all workers who were paid less than a livable wage rate, the total number of wages paid to each worker, the 

total wages that would have been paid to these workers for the same number of hours at a livable wage, and the 

difference between the actual wages and the livable wages. 

The bill requires the Department of Labor to produce an annual report that quantifies and summarizes data gathered 

and analyzed from all federal, state, and local public social service agencies and offices to dete1mine the costs of 

providing direct services to all workers employed by state and local public employers who are paid less than a 

livable wage. 
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The bill also requires the University of Maine System, the Maine Community College System and all municipalities, 

counties, and school administrative units to develop and implement a plan to achieve payment of at least a livable 

wage by July I, 2012. They are to develop those plans with collective bargaining agents. 

LD888 Resolve, Directing the Governor and the Department of Administrative 

and Financial Services, Bureau of Human Resources To Remove 
Longevity Biases from Collective Bargaining Agreements 

Sponsor(s) Committee Rep01t Amendments Adopted 

MILLS P ONTP 

This resolve directs the Governor and the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Human 

Resources to: 

1. Reduce or eliminate within future collective bargaining agreements those provisions that compensate longevity 

without regard to the value of services rendered to the State; 

2. Retain the State's right to make temporary layoffs during future collective bargaining periods; and 

3. Adjust the merit pay system so that only those in the upper third of performance are eligible for the award in the 

discretion of that employee 1s supervisor. 

LD 934 An Act To Clarify Public Sector Employee Fair Choice in Collective 

Bargaining 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

JACKSON 

Under current law, if a state employee organization or public employee organization files a request with a public 

employer alleging that a majority of the employees in an appropriate bargaining unit wish to be represented for the 

purpose of collective bargaining, the public employer may request an election to determine whether there exists 

majority support among the employees for such representation. This bill provides instead that the public employer 

may request an inspection of the evidence of written majority authorization on the part of the employees. 

This bill is carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. 

LD 946 An Act To Reverse the Effects of Grant v. Central Maine Power, Inc. on 

Workers' Compensation 

Sponsor(s) 

CUSHING 

PLOWMAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

548 

Amendments Adopted 

H-359 

ONTP 

Carried Over 

PUBLIC280 



Joint Standing Committee on Labor 

The purpose of this bill is to address the issue identified in Grant v. Central Maine Power, Inc., 2003 ME 96, 828 

A.2d 800 by amending the Maine Workers' Compensation Act of 1992 to permit an employer to reduce weekly 

benefits by the amount of earnings paid by an employer that is not liable or responsible for paying the weekly 

benefits. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-359) 

This amendment clarifies that earnings may be discontinued or reduced by the actual substantiated amount paid to 

the employee during the 21-day period ifthe employer files the evidence of payment with the Workers' 

Compensation Board for the time during which an employee was actually paid by the employer. 

Enacted Law Summary 
------------- ----- --- ---------- -- __ ,_ _________ -------------- --- ----- -- --- --

Public Law2009, chapter 280 amends the Maine Workers' Compensation Act of 1992 by clarifying that earnings 

may be dis~?l1tinue4 or reduced by tbe ac_turu substantiated amount paid to the employe.,duringthe 21-day period if 
the eJ11Pl?yer files the evidenceofpaymentwith the Workers' Compensation Board for-the time during which an 

employee. vvas actually paid by the employer, . 

LD987 An Act To Clarify the Definition of "Employee" in the Employment 
Security Law 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MARRA CHE LTW 

This bill exempts licensed cosmetologists, massage therapists and manicurists who operate within an establishment 

owned by another under a booth rental agreement or other rental agreement from the definition of employment for 

purposes of unemployment compensation law. 

LD 996 An Act To Allow Certain Retirees in the Maine Public Employees 
Retirement System To Return to Service with the State for 180 Days 
Annually 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

GOOLEY ONTP 

Current Maine Public Employees Retirement System rules address the circumstance of a State employee or a teacher 

who retires prior to no1mal retirement age but who then returns to service with san1e employer for whom the 

employee or teacher last worked prior to retiring. The rules are based on the interpretation of federal Internal 

Revenue Service regulations. 

This bill codifies some of those rules, including the requirement that there be a bona fide termination of at least 30 

days, and allows a retiree to return to service after retirement with the same employer for a maximum of 180 days 

each year, instead of the current limit of 60 days specified in Maine Public Employees Retirement System rules. 

The Committee addressed this issue by asking the Maine Public Employees Retirement System to change the rules 

to reflect the intent of this proposed bill. 
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LD 1007 An Act Pertaining to the Retirement of Certain Oil and Hazardons 

Material Specialists 

DIED BETWEEN 

HOUSES 

Sponsor(s) 

TUTTLE 
JACKSON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

Under current law, retired oil and hazardous materials emergency response workers who worked in the Division of 
Response Services in the Department of Environmental Protection are covered under the 1998 Special Plan. This 

bill extends inclusion in the plan to oil and hazardous materials emergency response workers in other divisions in the 
Department of Environmental Protection. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-184) 

The amendment prospectively adds oil and hazardous materials specialists employed in the Department of 
Enviroumental Protection to the 1998 Special Plan who were not included in the original 1998 Special Plan. The 

amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

LD 1092 An Act To Improve Worksite Accountability for Public Construction 

Projects by Requiring Subcontractor Identification 

Sponsor(s) 

TUTTLE 
JACKSON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill requires a general contractor on a project undertaken with public funds to provide the public agency with a 
list of all independent contractors and subcontractors on the job site and the names of their workers' compensation 
insurers. The list must be posted on the job site and the agency's website and updated weekly. The bill also 

establishes penalties to be implemented by the Department of Labor. 

The Committee carried forward this concept, in an amended form, in LD 1456. 

LD 1109 An Act To Prohibit the Reduction of Benefits under the Maine 

Workers' Compensation Act of 1992 for Certain Prior Injuries 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

WATSON LTW 

This bill is in response to the Maine Supreme Judicial Court's decision in Legassie v. Securitas, Inc., 2008 ME 43, 

944 A.2d 495. The decision in that case authorized a reduction to an injured worker1s wage replacement and medical 
benefits because of a previously settled workers' compensation claim. This bill specifies that reducing an injured 
worker's benefits because of a prior settled injury is direct apportionment against the employee and is prohibited. 
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This bill also clarifies the applicability of the Maine Supreme Judicial Court's decision in Cust v. University of 

Maine, 2001ME29, 766 A.2d 566. This bill specifies that when an injured worker's permanent impairment rating 

under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 39-A, section 213, subsection 1-A is above the applicable threshold on 

account of a single injury or the sum of multiple injuries, all of the worker1s weekly benefits under the Maine 

Workers' Compensation Act of 1992 are exempt from the durational limit of Title 39-A, section 213, subsection 1. 

The Committee carried forward this concept, in an amended fonn, in LD 1384. 

LD 1167 An Act To Limit the Work Week of Doctors and Medical Residents 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BOLDUC ONTP 

Cun·ent law limits the amount of overtime an employee may be required to work to 80 hours in 2 weeks; medical 

interns and residents are exempt from this limitation. 

This bill modifies the exemption to reduce the number of hours of overtime that a medical intern or resident can be 

required to work from 80 hours in a 2-week period to 20 hours in a one-week period and applies the same limit to 

physicians. 

ONTP 

LD 1185 An Act To Reqnire Cause for Employment Termination ACCEPTED ONTP 

REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

CRAVEN 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill enacts the Maine Employment Termination Act, which states that an employer may not terminate the 

employment of an employee without good cause. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-180) 

This minority report amendment adds an appropriations and allocations section to the bill. 

LD 1219 An Act To Correct Inequities for Certain Maine Community College 

System Employees in the Maine Public Employees Retirement System 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DAVIS G OTP-AM S-183 

This bill provides that an employee of the Maine Community College System who participated in a defined 

contribution plan offered to such an employee in place of the retirement plan offered under the Maine Public 

Employees Retirement System and who subsequently resu1ned participation or commenced participation in the 
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Maine Public Employees Retirement System is automatically insured and is eligible for coverage under the group 
life insurance program provided to employees of the Maine Community College System in the same manner as a 

new employee of the Maine Community College System. Such an employee does not need to provide evidence of 
insurability in order to receive coverage under the group life insurance program provided to employees of the Maine 
Community College System. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-183) 

This amendment corrects an oversight in Public Law 2001, chapter 545 and Public Law 2003, chapter 261 whereby 

the intent was for Maine Community College System e1nployees to be able to return to membership in the Maine 
Public Employees Retirement System, including participation in the group life insurance program. The amendnient 
also establishes a time frame during which certain confidential employees of the Maine Community College System 
may establish group life insurance coverage with the Maine Public Employees Retirement System. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P~blic Law2009, chapter2.36corrects-al1 oversight in Public Law2oo 1, ch~pter 545 ruid Public iaw2003, chapter 

26lwhereby the intent was for Jy1aine Community Coll~geSy~tem ~mploy~es to_ be able to retnrnto _membership in 
the iyiamePublic Employees Retir~ment System,, il1cluding participation in the group life ii)surance prog:am. _ The 

~enctn;~nt also establishes a time frame during which certain co;ifidential_ employees of the Maine Community 
Co1legeSystem may _establish group life insurance cover'!Jle with the.Maine Public Employees Retirement.System. 

Public Law 2009, chapter_ 236 was enacted asan emergency measure effective June 2; 2009. 

LD 1292 An Act To Provide More Transparency and Protection for Public 

Employees in the Laws Governing the Maine Public Employees 

Retirement System 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MITCHELLE OTP-AM S-285 

This bill provides more transparency, accountability and protection for public employees with respect to the 

processes and policies of the Maine Public Employees Retirement System. The bill: 

1. Provides that the executive director of the retirement system be appointed by the Governor subject to 

confirmation by the Senate; 

2. Provides that persons providing infonnation to prospective retiring public employees be well trained and 
knowledgeable about retirement system laws and rules and be able to provide this information in understandable 

terms; 

3. Provides that mistakes by public employees or employees of the retirement system in regard to retirement system 
benefits, including overpayments, may not result in punitive and unreasonable penalties that result in reducing 

benefits below a livable income; 

4. Provides that public employees who enroll in the retirement system must be reviewed by the retirement system no 
later than 60 days following enrollment in regard to eligibility for benefits under the retirement system; 

5. Authorizes hearing examiners to make final decisions about disability benefits and other benefits based on all the 
data and evidence presented at the hearing, including information provided by treating physicians, public officials, 

witnesses, the medical board and other sources; 
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6. Provides that the opinions of an applicant's treating medical provider must be accorded controlling weight unless 

the substantial evidence of record compels a contrary conclusion; 

7. Requires the board of trustees to communicate with administrative staff throughout the retirement system at least 
once a year in regard to issues of concern to the staff; 

8. Requires the medical board, the executive director or the board of trustees, prior to making any adverse 
recommendations regarding a disability case, to meet with the applicant or the applicant's attorney to provide the 
criteria, standards and reasons, including medical criteria on which the decisions of the medical board are based; 

9. Requires the medical board to which a disability retirement request has been referred to be composed of 
physicians whose practices involve or have involved the treatment of the physical or mental conditions on which the 
case of the applicant is based; 

10. Establishes as a purpose of the retirement system the provision of and preservation of access to disability 

benefits and a reasonable and decent quality of life for members of the retirement system, including individuals who 
become disabled. This provision is given equal weight with the integrity and financial well-being of the retirement 
system; 

11. Requires additional information as part of the retirement system's annual report to include information regarding 
the number of state employees, teachers and participating district e1nployees who retired and the amount of 
retirement payouts, the number of persons who applied for disability retirement and the number denied disability 
retirement in the previous year and the number of applicants who were denied disability retirement following 

submission of additional information and following applicants1 appeals; and 

12. Overrules a decision of the Superior Court that discriminates against all employees who take more than 30 days 
of unpaid leave during any period of their last 5 years of retirement system service, regardless of their total service in 
the retirement system. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-285) 

This amendment provides more transparency, accountability and protection for public employees with respect to the 
processes and policies of the Maine Public Employees Retirement System. The amendment: 

1. Provides that persons providing information to prospective retiring public employees be well trained and 

knowledgeable about retirement system laws and rules and be able to provide this information in understandable 
terms; 

2. Provides that mistakes by public employees or employees of the retirement system in regard to retirement system 
benefits, including overpayments, may not result in unreasonable penalties and recovery must consider personal 
economic stability; 

3. Authorizes hearing officers to make recommended final decisions and requires such decisions to be made on the 
record as a whole; 

4. Implements a finding of the court that opinions of the medical board are advisory only; 

5. Affords equal weight to medical evidence, regardless of the source of that evidence; 

6. Entitles a member or retiree along with counsel an opportunity to an informal hearing prior to any adverse 

decision by the retirement staff; 
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7. Requires the Board of Trustees of the Maine Public Employees Retirement System to attempt to appoint to the 
medical board physicians chosen from those fields of medicine for which the retirement system receives the greatest 
number of applications for disability retirement benefits; 

8. Requires additional information, as part of the retirement system1s annual report, including the number of 
individuals who retired in the previous calendar year categorized by plan status; the number of new active me1nbers 
of the retirement system who became me1nbers during the previous year, by plan status; the amount of earnings on 
investment in the previous calendar year; the total amount of employee and employer contributions to the retirement 
syste1n in the previous calendar year and the total amount of payout to retirees, categorized by plan status; and the 
number of persons who applied for disability retirement during the previous calendar year; 

9. Addresses a decision of the Superior Court that discriminates against all employees who take more than 30 days 
of unpaid leave during any period of their last 5 years of retirement system service, regardless of their total service in 
the retirement system; 

10. Provides that a member whose employer wrongly or incorrectly enrolls a member in the Maine Public 
Employees Retirement System does not lose any retirement benefits. The State does not bear responsibility for the 
ernployer1s mistake; and 

11. Requires the Maine Public Employees Retirement System to report back to the Joint Standing Committee on 
Labor with the results of the implementation of the changes required by this legislation by January I 0, 20 I 0. The 
joint standing committee may report out legislation in the Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pllbl\c Law 20~~ ch~pter 32Zpl-Ovi<l~;-,;i:;;~e transparency, accountabilitY and protectlOn -:f~public employeeswlth 
respect to the processes and policies of the Maine Public Employees Retirement System. The amendment: 

--- ' _- ' : -· -~--~-

!. yrovides that persons providing infoimati~nto prospective retiring pub Ii~ employees be 'Y'll trained a.nd . . . 
knowledgeable about n'tirement system laws and rules and be able.ro provide .this informationin understandable . 
te1ms; 

;::,·:--~----- - - -- ·'-- •_:_ : :"- ' - ' ----- -

2; .Provides th~flllistakes"1.Y public employees or employees of the retirementsys(em infegardt.c > r<:tir•oment.svs:terrr• 
benejiiS,-mcill_d.ln~{ gvefpa)rnleiits~ :~ay_--nOt_ resblt--in um·~-as9Mb1e p·eiia1ti~s _3:flci. reCQverY riiUsr-C9risider pei.'So:nal·• •· 
ecoll6ri1i'I; -sta~il~ty; · - -

?:~------~11~orii:es hear!J1g-:offi-9_er$j:q:;~ake recom,mend_ed ;fiilal de=cisib~:--~riclreqmre-S'. such-,decisi9ns __ t0:b-e_-made-_on.ill:e 
rebcird aS_ ~ Wh91e;~: _ --- - , 

4. Implements a finding ofthe court .thatopinions of the medical board are advisory only; 

:_-:<:._ ,_" )_::.-- __ ----- -:- ::_:_:::- ,_-:;,_-:_::---.- --- -: --:.> -- __ -;:::__ _,-: 
5 .. •Affords equal weight tp medicill. evidence,regardless of the source of that evidence; 

6: fotitlesa member orreti"'~ along wi.thcounsel akopportµnity to"llfufonnal hearing prlort() any ~dverne 
deciSip11.by ti1_e-retiiehient staff; · -- - - · -

. - ; ---, __ -- - - -- ---=----.: :-· - " 

7. R~qiliresth~ B~~~ of'T~tees of the Maine Public Emplpye~s Relli~ment System to att~n:pt to appoint .to the .• 
!Il~dical bo'1'c\ physicians.chosen from thosefields of medicine. for which the retirement system .receives the greatest 
number ofapplfoationsfof.<jisabilityretirement benefits; . 

. -- __ -_- ---._-, ----·--·· :----- - ---- - ----- --;:-_c- .--__ • 

8 .. · Requhes ~dditionalinfonnatibn, as.part of the retirelll~nt system's annual report, iJ1dudi~g tbe number {)f · .. ·.·.... .•· 
individll'.'ls who retired in theprevious~alendar yearcatet;ori'°'d by plan status; the number of newactiv~m0mbers .· 
c,f th" retirement system ')'ho. became members during the previous yel1f, by plan status; the amount of eainings on 
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in~.~s .. tm. _ ent in tl~~ pr~viO~s calendaryear;-fu~-tot~l-~ount_~f ~~Pi~Yee and-effiPioyer ~ofltri'b~ti~~ to th.-~-~~i.he~ne~t - - - - - -
system in the previous calendar year aud the total amountof payoutto retirees, categorized by plan status; aud the 

num.ber of persons who applied for disability retirement during the previous calendar year; 

9 .. ~ddressesa decision of the Superior Court that discrim.inates against all employees who take more thau 30 days 

of unpaid leave during any.period of their last Sy ears of retirement system service, regardless of their total ~ervice in 

the-i:etkement sySteni; 

10. Pr()vides that a member whose employer wrongly or incorrectly emolls a member in the Maine Public 

Empl\)yees Retirement System does not lose auy retirement benefitS. The State doernot bear responsibility for the 

employer1s mistake; alld 

.11, ':Requires theM~ine Public Employees.Retirement.Systemto report back to the JoinfStanding C.ommittee on 

L~bor with the results of the implementation of the chauges required by this legislation by January} 0, 2010. The. 

joint standing committee_1nay report out legislation in the Second RegularSessionoftlte !24th Legislature. 

LD 1361 Resolve, Directing the Department of Labor and the Department of 

Healtb and Human Services To Establish .a Work Group To Clarify the 

Working Status of Respite Care and Shared Living Residential Service 

Providers for Individuals with Developmental Disabilities 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MlLLSP OTP-AM S-229 

This bill exe1npts services performed by certain direct support providers, including respite care providers, from the 

definition of 11 employment11 in the laws governing unemployment compensation and exempts certain direct support 

providers from the definition of 11employee" in the laws governing minimum wages and workers1 compensation. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-229) 

This amend1nent creates a resolve that directs the Commissioner of Labor and the Commissioner of Health and 

Human Services to create a work group that includes the representatives from each department and members of the 

Workers' Compensation Board, th_e Maine State Etnployees Association and the Maine Association of Community 

Service Providers to examine the services and tasks performed by respite care and shared living residential service 

providers for adults and children with developmental disabilities to dete1mine if there are ways to clearly identify the 

working status of those providers. The work group is directed also to examine whether statutory or regulatory 

actions are needed to provide ·clarification of the providers' status. The Commissioner of Labor and the 

Commissioner of Health and Human Services are directed to report the work group's findings and any 

recommendations to the Joint Standing Committee on Labor by December 15, 2009. The Joint Standing Com1nittee 

on Labor is authorized to introduce legislation during the Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009:-ch;pt~; 96 directs the Commissioner of Labor and the Commissioner of Health and Human Services 

RESOLVE96 

to create•awork group that.includes the representatives from each department and mernbers of the .Workers' 

C~mpe~sation Board, .the Maine State Employees Association and the Maine Association of Coll1Il1\lllity Service 

Providers to exailline the services and tasks performed by respite care and. shared living residential service providers 

for adults and ~hildrenwi!h developmental disabiliti~s to determine if there are ways todearlyid~ntify the working 

.staa,s ofthose providers; The \Vork group is directed also to examine \Vhether statutoryor regulatory actions are 

neededtoprovide cl.arification of theproviders' status. The Cornmis.~ioner of.Lab?r aud the Commissioner of Health 
.and Humau Services are directed to report the work group's findings and any re'?ommendations tothe Joint Standing . 

555 



Joint Standing Committee on Labor 

Committee on i,;.bor by Dec~mbe~is, 2009 .. The Joint st;;;;ding Committee~ L~b~~j~ authorized t~httrocl~ce . 
legislation during the Second Regular Session of the 124tb Legislature. 

LD 1384 An Act To Clarify Apportionment of Benefits for Multiple Work 

Injuries 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

GERZOFSKY 01P-AM S-203 

This bill is in response to the Maine Supreme Judicial Court1s decision in Legassie v. Securitas, Inc., 2008 ME 43, 

944 A.2d 495. The decision in that case authorized a reduction to an injured worker's wage replacement and medical 

benefits because of a previously settled workers1 compensation claim. This bill specifies that reducing an injured 

worker's benefits because of a prior settled injury is direct apportionment against the employee and is prohibited. 

This bill clarifies the applicability of the Maine Supreme Judicial Court's decision in Cust v. University of Maine, 

2001 ME 29, 766 A.2d 566. This bill specifies that when an injured worker's permanent impairment rating under the 

Maine Revised Statutes, Title 39-A, section 213, subsection 1-A is above the applicable threshold on account of a 

single injury or the sum of multiple injuries, all of the worker's weekly benefits under the Maine Workers1 

Compensation Act of1992 are exempt from the durational limit of Title 39-A, section 213, subsection I. 

This bill also makes clear that Title 39-A, section 354 applies to all injuries no matter when the injury occurred. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-203) 

The amendment clarifies that there will be no reduction of an employee1s entitlement to any workers' compensation 

benefits based on the lump sum settlement of a prior work-related injury. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P~blic Law2009: chapter 301 dari~es there will be n.o tedu~tiOll of ;;n employee's entitlementto-any workers' 

compens~tion benefits based on the lump sum settlement. of a prior w01k-related injury. 

PUBLIC 301 

LD 1431 Resolve, To Reform Public Retirement Benefits and Eliminate Social 

Security Offsets 

RESOLVE 111 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MJLLSP 01P-AM S-230 

This resolve directs the Maine Public Employees Retirement System, the Commissioner of Administrative and 

Financial Services and the State Employee Health Commission, within their existing resources, to design a unified 

pension and benefit plan to apply to all state employees and teachern that are first hired after December 31, 2010. It 
authorizes submission of the proposed unified pension and benefit plan, together with proposed implementing 

legislation, to the Joint Standing Committee on Labor no later than December 10, 2009 and authorizes the committee 

to report out a bill to the Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. Under this unified pension and benefit 

plan: 

1. In order to enhance portability of benefits and eliminate the issues associated with the government pension offset 

and the windfall elimination provision of the federal Social Security Act, every state employee and teacher subject to 
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the plan will be covered under Social Security; 

2. All new employees will be members of a common health plan with benefits that are identical to those paid for in 
accordance with current law and collective bargaining contracts; 

3. In addition to Medicare and Social Security, each member will be entitled to a supplemental defined pension and 
retiree health benefit; 

4. The present actuarial cost of retiree benefits under the plan will be limited to 6% of payroll to be divided equally 

between the employee and the employer; 

5. Continuing health coverage will be offered to retirees and their dependents; 

6. A retired member may receive a subsidy of up to 90% of the cost for the retiree1s own health insurance and up to 
45% of the cost of a spouse or dependent. The level of subsidy will be graduated to reflect length of service; 

7 ., The future cost of retiree health benefits will be paid into an existing dedicated revenue account by assessing the 
current payroll of active members a percentage that is divided equally between the member and the member1s 
employer; 

8. Each member's supplemental defined pension will be calculated as a percentage of base year compensation times 
years of service. The percentage, rounded to the nearest tenth, will be calculated based on funding available after 
deducting the cost of the retiree health benefit from the 6% total benefit cost; and 

9. A vested member may retire after 30 years of service or at 62 years of age, whichever occurs first. A member 
who retires early may recover 1.5 times the member1s own contribution plus 6% interest if benefits are withdrawn as 
cash, or 1.8 times the member's own contribution plus 6o/o interest if the benefits are withdrawn in the fonn of an 
annuity. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-230) 

This amendment replaces the resolve and establishes a task force to design a unified pension and benefit plan to 
apply to all state employees and teachers who are first hired after December 31, 2010. Under this unified pension 

and benefit plan: 

1. In order to enhance portability of benefits and eliminate the issues associated with the government pension offset 
and the windfall elimination provision of the federal Social Security Act, every state employee and teacher subject to 

the plan will be covered under Social Security; 

2. All new employees will be members of a common health plan with benefits that are identical to those paid for in 

accordance with current law and collective bargaining contracts; 

3. In addition to Medicare and Social Security, each member will be entitled to a supplemental defined pension and 

retiree health benefit; 

4. The present actuarial cost ofretiree benefits under the plan will be divided equally between the employee and the 

employer; 

5. Continuing health coverage will be offered to retirees and their dependents; 

6. A retired member may receive a subsidy of up to 100% of the cost for the retiree1s own health insurance and up to 
50% of the cost of a spouse or dependent. The level of subsidy will be graduated to reflect length of service; 
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7. The future cost of retiree health benefits will be paid into an existing dedicated revenue account by assessing the 
current payroll of active me1nbers a percentage that is divided equally between the member and the member's 
employer; 

8. Each.member's supplemental defined pension will be calculated as a percentage of base year compensation 
multiplied by years of service. The percentage, rounded to the nearest tenth, will be calculated based on funding 
available after deducting the cost of the retiree health benefit from the 6% total benefit cost; and 

9. A vested member may retire after 30 years of service or at 62 years of age, whichever occurs first. A member 
who retires early may recover 1.5 times the member's own contribution plus 6o/o interest if benefits are withdrawn as 
cash, or 1.8 times the member's own contribution plus 6o/o interest if the benefits are withdrawn in the form of an 
annuity. 

The resolve directs the task force to submit a report on the design of the unified pension and benefit plan, together 
with proposed implementing legislation, to the Joint Standing Committee on Labor no later than March I, 20 I 0 and 
authorizes the committee to report out a bill to the Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

R,e~ol"e2~?9, chapter 11 l establishesa task force to d~sign auhlfied pe11sion a~d benefit plan to ~pply to all state 
empl9yees and teachers who are first hired after December;! 1, 2010. Under this unified pension and benefit plan: 

-_:-,,. :- --.- ------ -- ,_-_-· -_:-: - - - :- - - ·_- -- -' - - ·:_: -

L Ill:rderio e~ance portability ofll<mefit.s and eliminate the issues a5sociated~iththe government pension offset 
an~thewi~dfall eliptination provision of the.federal SociaISecurityA<::t, every state employee and teachersubjec!t().< . 
.the plan wilLbe ~overed under Social Security; 

---·----_:--::-: _'-: - - - - ' --? -- - -- --

2; AUnew. empfoy~eswill be members of a common health plan :with benefits th.at are identical to tb.ose paid for fu 
accordance with currentlaw and collective bargaining contracts; . 

- ____ :_<:: __ :-: --: _---_,: - --- ::·-:- -- - - ------
3. hl ~4dition t{)J\!Iedicare and .Soci.al. Se~:urity, eachm~mber _will be entitled to a supplemental defued p~nsion an4 
retkee health benefit; . . . 

4. ~~P;~;ent actuarial cos( of retiree ~enefits 1Jlla6rth6 plan .will~e divid~d eq~ally ben:een tli<l employeo; "-·""'" 
·~mplOyei·;:· 

- -,: 

5. C~ntim1ing health coverage ~II be offered to retiree; ahcl their d~pendents; 
- ------------------ .,"'"/_---- - -· - -,.-.:,_ -_ -_,___ - -

6. ~retired~ci~ber fliay receive a subsidy of~; to 100% of the. cosff~l' the retiree's 0"'11 healthinsum1ce and up 19 
·50%of the cosfof a spouse .or dependent. The level of subsidy will be grad11atedto reflect length of service; . 

7. ~efu~r~costotretitee he~]; benefits will be paid into ahexis\in:d~di~ated revenue account by assessing the 
purrent payro,!l()f~ctive members ~ percentage that is diyided .~qually b.etwe.en.the member and the member's 
employer~ 

8 .. ·Each memb~r'~slip~leaentaldefined· pensioriwill b.e.calcul:tedasapercentage.6ff ase year .. co1111lensatio~ 
Jll~tipli ed byyel)!SOf service, 1'he.p7:rce~tage, rounded to the .nearest tenth, will be calculated based. on funding . 
ayallable after deducting the cost of the retiree health benefit .from the 6% total benefit cost; .and .. ---:--'''." -- -· -- --- ______ -_, __ --- _-- <- - <-

9 .. Avested lll.ember 1llay retireafter 30 years of service or at 62 years ofage,whichever oc~~rs fi~st. A member. 
whoretrres earlymay.recover 1.5 times themember's owncoritribution plus 6% interest if benefits are withdrawn as 
c~_i;h,:-:br_x:_-8)~~~ the:_memb_~L"S ow_n;-Co11trlb11iibn· pi~~ :~o/o --i~ter~S~}f the _ben~fits ar~- ~ithdi-awn--ih the_fofnf of~-· 
annuity. 
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The resolve directs th~t~;k for~~to sub~lt a report on the design.;;f fu~ ~itlfi.~cl.pen~lor; and benefit plan, togl':!her 
with proposed implementing legislation, to the Joint Standing Committee .on Labor no latertha!l March l; 20 ]() and 

authorizes the committee to report out a bill to the Seccmd Regular Session of the 124th Legislature,· 

LD 1441 An Act To Amend and Clarify the Application of the Laws Regarding 

Severance Pay 

Sponsor(s) Committee Repmt Amendments Adopted 

JACKSON ON1P 

This bill makes the following changes to the laws governing severance pay. 

1. It increases the time from a 12-month to a 36-month period in which a 11 covered establishment" employs or has 
employed 100 or more persons preceding termination or relocation. 

2. It adds a definition of 11 employee. 11 

3. It changes the definition of "physical calamity" by stating it applies only to involuntary bankruptcy petitions filed 

under Chapter 11. 

4. It changes the definition of 11week1s pay11 to include the greater of the average weekly pay in the last 12 months or 
the employee1s wage rate at the time of termination or relocation multiplied by the number of hours in that 

employee's most recently scheduled work week. 

5. It provides that certain provisions of the labor laws that apply to the payment of wages and penalties for the 
nonpayment of wages also apply to severance pay. 

6. It creates a presumption that whenever an employer lays off 100 or more employees at a covered establishment 
that the affected employees are eligible for severance pay. The employer has the burden of proof that the lay-off is 

not permanent. 

7. It provides that an employee due severance pay is eligible for payment from the Maine Wage Assurance Fund. 

The Committee carried forward this concept, in an amended form, in LD 1469. 

ONTP 

LD 1454 An Act To Provide Additional Unemployment Benefits and Make 

Statutory Revisions in Accordance with the American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act of 2009 

PUBLIC33 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MITCHELLE S-63 DIAMOND 

This bill amends the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 26, section 1193, subsection 1, paragraph A, which governs 

unemployment benefit disqualification exceptions for voluntarily leaving one1s job, in order to meet the 
unemployment insurance modernization provision requirements under the American Recovery and Reinvestment 

Act of2009, Public Law 111-5, Section 2003, and ensures that the State qualifies for receiving the maximum 
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incentive payment allowable to the State under the federal recovery legislation. 

It also temporarily adds an alternative methodology for determining when extended unemployment benefits are paid. 
Using the seasonally adjusted total unemployment rate methodology for determining when extended unemploy1nent 
benefits are payable increases the likelihood that these benefits will become available for unemployed workers 
during the current period of economic downturn. The addition of the alternative methodology remains in effect for 

weeks of unemployment that begin after February 17, 2009 until the week ending December 12, 2009 or until the 
week ending 3 weeks prior to the last week for which federal sharing is authorized by the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of2009, Public Law 111-5, Section 2005(a), whichever is later. During this period, a temporary 

change made under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of2009, Public Law 111-5 provides that the cost 
of all extended benefits in the unemployment compensation program will be paid I 00% in most cases by the Federal 

Government. 

Senate Amendment "A" (S-63) 

This amendment adds an appropriations and allocations section to the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pub!iC:Law2009, chapter 33 amendstheMaineRefa:d Sta(Utes, Title 26, sectionJ193, subsection 1, Pat"ag;·aphA, · 

which govemsunemjll()yment benefit disqualificati?n exceptions !or voluntarilyl~aving ape's jo:p,. in order to l)leet 

the unerp.pl~ylJlen,t in,~urance111odel1li~ation provision,requirenientsunder theAmeri~anRecovery and Reinvestment 
Act• of 20090P.ublic L~w 111 :5, Section 2003~ and ensures thllt the State qualifies for receiVing the maxim"IJl" 
mcentive payment allowab!O tot)le State unde;the federal recovery legislation, . . . 

It ~~~te~porarllya~ds an altemativemethodolo~ fordetermlning.\Vhen)ixtendidu~erriplo)'lnenf. benefi!S are pfild .•.•.• 

Using!he seasonally adjusted tptaL unemployment rate .. ll)ethodology fo~ d".1em;ining\\'hen, extend~d unemploynient 
benefiti are paya]Jle inc:reases the likeliho9d that these benefi;s wm become available for unell)ployed .workers 
during the cmrentperiod of econoll'.ic downturn: The addition of the alternative :"'etho,dology remains irrnffectfor 

\Veeks ofl)Ilemployme~tthatbegirl a(\er February 17, 2009 until th~.week e~dlllgpecerp.berJ2, 2009 oruntil the 
\Veek ending 3 weeks prior to the]".5t .weekforwhich federal shariilg is authorized by the {\m"1'icanRec:ov~ry. and; 
]leinyeshnent Act. of2009, publicLa\\' 111-5, Sectio~ 2005(a), whicheveris fate~. Dirring this period, atemporary .. • •... · .. 
change mad: under the Am~rican ~ecovery a~d Reiny~stmentA~tof2009, public faw I 11-5 proyides that !he cost : . 
ofall extend~d benefits in .the irnetnployment compensation progran) will be pfild 100.% in most cases by. the Federal' ... 
Government--

PublicLaw20Q9, chapter33 was en_acted as an emergencymeasll_re. effective April .16, .2()09 .. 

LD 1456 An Act To Ensnre That Construction Workers Are Protected by 

Workers' Compensation Insurance 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MARTIN JL 

JACKSON 

OTP-AM H-536 

H-557 MARTIN J L 

This bill provides that, beginning January 1, 2010, a person performing construction work on a construction site for 
a hiring agent is presumed to be an employee of the hiring agent for purposes ofworkers1 compensation, unless the 
person either meets the definition of 11construction subcontractor11 or carries workers1 compensation insurance. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-536) 
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This amendment requires a general contractor on a project undertaken with public funds to provide the public 

agency with a list of independent contractors and subcontractors on the job site and the names of their workers' 

compensation insurers. The list must be posted on the contracting agency's publicly accessible website and updated 

as needed. The amendment establishes penalties for noncompliance with this provision. 

The amendment provides an exception from the employee presumption for a person who owns or leases equipment 

and operates that equipment on a construction site. The amendment also requires a report from the Workers' 

Compensation Board and the Department of Labor, by December 15, 2009, to the Joint Standing Committee on 

Labor. Upon review of the report, the committee may report out a bill to the Second Regular Session of the !24th 

Legislature. 

House Amendment "A11 To Committee Amendment "A" (H-557) 

This amendment changes 11 curb weight" to "gross vehicle weight rating11 for a truck that is used for construction 

work in determining whether the person using the truck is considered the owner for purposes ofworkers1 

compensation insurance. 

Enacted Law Summary 

l'ubllcLaw 2009, chapter4S2 requires a ge~eraicontractor.on a project undertakel;'Yith.public fund~td-piu~lde the. 

publfoagency with a list of independent contractors and snbc6ntrac;tors on the job site and the names oftheir . 

\V&fk~_rs'_ C~1npen:sa9on:ID~#rs~ :· Th~_IiSt _°-1~st be_ pOsied_o~-th~ ~oniracthig- agell~y;s p_ubiiclyilccesSi~ie-Websiie ~rid 
updated as needed. The law establishes penalties for noncompliance with.this provision; . . 

'fbe!O~ptuvidet~n ~~cep~?n froll1 the employee presumptim~ for. a person who ownsorJeases equipment meei2g. 

weigbt requirell?ents and operates tllat equiplil~nt on a construction site.· The law also requires a repolt from the .. 

Worlcers' Com1'~11sation Boerd ~nd theDepartment of Labor, byDecell1berl5,2009~ totheJoint. Standjng 
Cmnmittee on.L~bor. Upon review pf the report, the conimittee may report out abiUt0 the.Second Regular Sessio11 

of the 124th Legislature. 

LD 1469 An Act To Ensure Fair Calculation of Severance Pay for Maine 
Workers 

Sponsor(s) Committee Rep01t Amendments Adopted 

RAYE 01P-AM S-231 

This bill provides that the calculation of a week's pay under the laws governing severance pay inust be made from 

the date of a layoff if the layoff occurs before the relocation or te1mination of a covered establishment. The bill 

applies retroactively to January I, 2009. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-231) 

PUBLIC305 

EMERGENCY 

This amendment redefines 11physical calamity" and "week's pay" in the laws governing severance pay. It clarifies 

that during Chapter 11 bankruptcy proceedings there is no right to severance pay unless the filing is later converted 

to a filing under Chapter 7. It includes language regarding a mass layoff and directs an employer to report the 

expected duration ofa layoff within 7 days to the Director of the Bureau of Labor Standards. The director shall, at 

least every 30 days, require the e1nployer to update the ernployer1s report for the director to determine whether the 

layoff constitutes a termination or relocation. This amendment includes a retroactivity clause dated March 31, 2009. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 305 redefin:~s "physical calamity" and "week's pay" in thelaws governing severance pay. 
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It clarifies that ;i;;;h;g Ch~pt~r iI bilikruptcy proceedings therei~;;;; ;ight to se\'er~~e pay unles~the filiilg is later -

converted to a filing under Chapter} .. It includes language regarding a mass layoff and directs an employer to report 

the expected d_uration of a layoff within 7 days to the Director of the Bureau ofL~bor Standards_. -The director shall, 

at least every 30 days, require the employer to update the employer's report for the director to determine whether the 

layoff constitutes a tennination or relocation. This amendn\ent_ includes a reitoactivity clause dated March 31, 2009: 

Public Law 2009, chapter 305 was enacted as an emergency 1lleasure ~ffective June 8, 2009. 

LD 1474 An Act To Assist Maine Workers and Businesses in Succeeding in a 

Changing Economy 

Sponsor(s) 

PINGREE 

MITCHELLE 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-321 

This bi11 amends the definition of '1dislocated worker" used to establish eligibility for extended unemployment 

benefits for workers in an approved training program. It extends coverage beyond those laid off as a result of a plant 

closing to those who have been terminated or laid off as a result of a reduction in operations at their place of 

employment. The bill removes the provision making individuals who previously completed an approved training 

program ineligible for the extended unemployment benefit program for dislocated workers. It also updates 

cross-references to approved training programs to reflect current additions to this list. Finally, it directs the 

Commissioner of Labor to examine the State1s unemployment insurance program to determine why the State's 

percent of unemployed workers receiving unemployment benefits appears low relative to other states. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-321) 

This amendment requires the Commissioner of Labor to report on the status of persons who are receiving extended 

benefits for dislocated workers in approved training and have previously received such benefits in the 

commissioner's annual report due to the Committee on Labor each March 1st. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PUBLIC271 

Public Law 2Q09, chapter271 amends the definiti~;; of "dislocated worker" us"d to establish eligibility for e><1e11ded 

un~!llploy!llent benefilsf9; worker~ in an approved ti:~ining p:ogram. Itextellds coverage beyond those laid off as a 
re~ult of.; I' I ant closing to those who have beent~rminated or laid off as .a result of .a reductionfo operations at their_ . 

plac.e.9felllploruent The billren:oyes the provisk>ll making individualswhopreviously C{)mpfoted ~n ~pprove4 -
trainingp~gr1Ullineligibl7for the extended un.,mp)oyt11entbenefit progrlUll forclislocat~d workers. It also U]>dates 

cross-reforences to approved trainingprogramS to reflect cu1Tent additionsto thislis~ It requires the Conuni.ssi?ner 

of Labor to reportonthestatusofpersons who ar~.receiving extended benefits for dislocated ';".?rkers in approved . 

p-aining_ mid h~Y~g-_P:rev~ously re~~ived_ ~uch: benefits,ffi, __ fue-co_m_m_issi_o~er'~,~llal rep_oJ1 duei°'·_th~_-9o_m111ittee_on 
Labor each March ls!. Finally, it ~irects the Commissioner of Lab0r t? examh!e theState'suoemployment insurance • 

pmgrlUll to det~rniine why the State's percent of unemployed workers receiving uoemployment benefits appears fow 

relative to other states. · 
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LD 1492 An Act To Improve Opportunity in the Maine Woods 

Sponsor(s) 

MARTINJL 
JACKSON 

Committee Rep01t Amendments Adopted 

S-333 JACKSON 

This bill triples the penalty for violation of the law that requires foreign bond workers in logging occupations to use 
equipment owned by their employer and requires that proof of ownership be carried in the equipment and be shown 

to enforcement officials. It requires the Department of Conservation to provide assistance to the Department of 
Labor in enforcing the law. It also repeals the law establishing a rate-setting process for the services of contractors 
who work for large landowners. 

Senate Amendment "A" (S-333) 

PUBLIC 381 
EMERGENCY 

The bill increases penalties for violations of the law requiring foreign bond workers in logging occupations to use 
equipment owned by their employer, requires that proof of such ownership be carried in the equip1nent and be 

shown to enforcement officials and requires the Department of Conservation to provide assistance to the Department 
of Labor in enforcing the law. This amendment removes restrictions on access to records regarding proof of 
ownership in order to facilitate compliance with this legislation. 

Enacted Law Summary 

pnbli~Law2009, cliapter3s1. increasesl'en.\ltie~··ro'r:;;J0i~!i6ns of'ilieiaw;equningforeignbonci workers in logging 
o<;c~pations to rise .. equipment own~d by theiremployer;wquires that p~o9fof such ownership be carrie.d in. the 
e.~uip~entand bes.ho~ t~-~~forcemen-t_ ().ffi~iai_s,.and re:quireS the pepaiiment_ of _Co~servation to provide_ as~ista11c~ .. -
to th~_ r}erru~_ent ofLab()~::in ~~f~rc_ing·. th~ law-:"~.-:~is ._~m-~n.dm~nfre_~~-ves_ fe~tri~~i?n.s. on access -to records --' 
regarding proof of ownership in order to facilitate complhmce with thi.s legislati6ri. ·· 

Publicf:~2009,chapt,;381·.w~enacted ~s.anemergency~easl!fe e;ecti~e.Jun.e •. 12,.Z00.9. 

LD 1496 An Act To Protect Benefits for State Retirees 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MITCHELLE H-581 TUTILE 

This bill ensures that the cost-of-living adjustment to retire1nent benefits based on any percentage change in the 

Consumer Price Index does not affect the benefits of state retirees unless that change is an increase in the Consumer 

Price Index. 

House Amendment "A" (H-581) 

PUBLIC433 
EMERGENCY 

Like the bi11, this amendment is designed to protect state retirees from the impact on retirement benefits of decreases 

in the Consumer Price Index. ·rhis amendment requires that if the Consumer Price Index decreases, the Board of 
Trustees of the Maine Public Employees Retirement System shall set the percentage change at 0% for that 
September. The adjustment for the following year must be set based on the actuarially compounded Consumer Price 
Index for both years in a cost-neutral manner. 
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Enacted Law Summary 

l'~blic La'N 2009, chapter 43:li~desig{ied to prot~ct state retireesfro!"th~impacton retirement benefits of 
decreases inJhe Con~u1ne_r-Price_ID.dex_:- 1trequires-that,ifthe COnsutn{!t Price In~ex de,creases,Jhe _B_oard._ofTrustees 
of the Maine Public Emp1"yees Retire~ent System shall set theperc~ntage change at O%for. that. September. ·The 
adjustment for the following year must be set based ontheactnarially compounded .Consmner Price Index for both 
Years ill a cast-neutral mami:er~-;, 

PublicLaw 2009, ch~pter 433 was enacted.as an emergency measure effectiveJune 17, 2009. 
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LD693 

LD 801 

LD829 

Not Enacted 

LD830 

LD888 

LD934 

Enacted 

LD812 

Not Enacted 

LD737 

Enacted 

LD65 

LD84 

Joint Standing Committee on Labor 

SUBJECT INDEX 

Collective Bargaining 

An Act To Clarify the Status and Benefits of Employees of the 
Child Development Services System 

An Act To Clarify the Rights of Public Employee Unions and 
Public Employers To Agree through Collective Bargaining To 
Permit Payroll Deductions for Union Dues or Other Funds 

An Act To Clarify the Right of Public School Employees To 
Engage in Collective Bargaining 

An Act To Exclude Collectively Bargained Salary and Job 
Promotion Increases from the Earnable Compensation 
Limitation for Retirement Purposes 

Resolve, Directing the Governor and the Department of 
Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Human 
Resources To Remove Longevity Biases from Collective 
Bargaining Agreements 

An Act To Clarify Public Sector Employee Fair Choice in 
Collective Bargaining 

Employee Benefits 

Resolve, Pertaining to Vacation Leave Earned by Seasonal 
Employees of the Baxter State Park Authority 

An Act To Require the State To Provide Bonita Rogan with 
Health Insurance Benefits 

Employment Practices 

An Act To Increase the Ability of the Maine Wage Assurance 
Fund To Pay Unpaid Workers 

An Act To Ensure Fair Pay 
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PUBLIC233 

PUBLIC 144 

PUBLIC 107 
EMERGENCY 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

ONTP 

RESOLVE43 
EMERGENCY 

DIED ON 
ADJOURNMENT 

PUBLIC25 

PUBLIC 29 



LD 154 

LD373 

LD549 

LD 685 

LD 1361 

LD 1469 

LD 1492 

Not Enacted 

LD 409 

LD 496 

LD669 

LD 1092 

LD 1167 

LD 1185 

LD 1441 

Not Enacted 

LD83 

An Act To Enhance the Safety of Forestry Workers and 
Contracted Farm Workers 

An Act To Facilitate Lactation at the Workplace by New Mothers 

An Act To Amend the Employment Practices Law Regarding 
Substance Abuse Testing 

An Act To Clarify the Minimum Wage Exemption for Summer 
Camp Counselors Working at Day Camps 

Resolve, Directing the Department of Labor and the Department 
of Health and Human Services To Establish a Work Group To 
Clarify the Working Status of Respite Care and Shared Living 
Residential Service Providers for lndividnals with Developmental 

Disabilities 

An Act To Ensnre Fair Calculation of Severance Pay for Maine 

Workers 

An Act To Improve Opportunity in the Maine Woods 

An Act To Increase Leaves of Absence for State Employees and 
Officials Who Are Members of the National Guard or Reserves of 
the United States Armed Forces 

An Act To Amend the Employment Practices Laws 

An Act To Clarify an Employer's Ability To Collect the 
Overcompensation of Wages 

An Act To Improve Worksite Accountability for Public 
Construction Projects by Requiring Subcontractor Identification 

An Act To Limit the Work Week of Doctors and Medical 

Residents 

An Act To Require Cause for Employment Termination 

An Act To Amend and Clarify the Application of the Laws 
Regarding Severance Pay 

Health Insurance 

An Act To Increase the Percentage of Retired Teachers' Health 
Insurance Paid by the State 

Individuals with Disabilities Employment 
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Enacted 

LD 564 

Enacted 

LD868 

Enacted 

LD672 

Not Enacted 

LD658 

Enacted 

LD849 

Enacted 

LD 1219 

LD 1292 

LD 1431 

LD 1496 

Not Enacted 

Resolve, To Establish a Working Group of Stakeholders To 
Review the Current and Future Needs of Blind and Visually 
Impaired Individuals and To Establish Long-term Solutions To 
Fund Those Needs 

Labor Department 

An Act To Rename the Division of Deafness within the 
Department of Labor 

Labor Relations 

An Act To Add Maine Maritime Academy Representation to the 
State Employee Health Commission 

Occupational Safety 

An Act To Require United States Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration Training for Government Construction Contracts 

Prevailing Wage and Benefits 

An Act To Clarify the Application of the Public Works Minimum 
Wage Laws 

State Retirement System 

An Act To Correct Inequities for Certain Maine Community 
College System Employees in the Maine Public Employees 
Retirement System 

An Act To Provide More Transparency and Protection for Public 
Employees in the Laws Governing the Maine Public Employees 
Retirement System 

Resolve, To Reform Public Retirement Benefits and Eliminate 
Social Security Offsets 

An Act To Protect Benefits for State Retirees 
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LD26 

LD104 

LD 125 

LD292 

LD996 

LD 1007 

Enacted 

LD 1454 

LD 1474 

Not Enacted 

LD27 

LD867 

LD 987 

Enacted 

LD64 

Not Enacted 

LD 192 

An Act To Allow the Spouse of a Retired Public Employee a 
Second Chance To Be Enrolled under the Retiree's Insurance 
Plan 

An Act To Fund Fully the Purchase of Military Time 

Resolve, To Establish the Blue Ribbon Commission To Study the 
Functions and Operations of the Maine Public Employees 

Retirement System 

An Act To Restore Equity to the Maine Public Employees 
Retirement System 

An Act To Allow Certain Retirees in the Maine Public Employees 
Retirement System To Return to Service with the State for 180 
Days Annually 

An Act Pertaining to the Retirement of Certain Oil and 
Hazardous Material Specialists 

Unemployment Comp 

An Act To Provide Additional Unemployment Benefits and Make 
Statutory Revisions in Accordance with the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act of 2009 

An Act To Assist Maine Workers and Businesses in Succeeding in 
a Changing Economy 

An Act To Amend the Definition of Employment for Purposes of 
Unemployment Compensation 

An Act Regarding Unemployment Compensation 

An Act To Clarify the Definition of "Employee" in the 
Employment Security Law 

Wages 

An Act To Amend the Requirements for the Livable Wage 

Report 

An Act To Index the State Minimum Wage to Inflation 
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LD 403 

LD869 

Enacted 

LD 176 

LD 620 

LD621 

LD 946 

LD 1384 

LD 1456 

Not Enacted 

LD578 

LD579 

LD617 

LD639 

LD 1109 

Enacted 

LD 149 

An Act To Increase the Minimum Wage 

An Act To Require the Development of Plans To Achieve the 
Payment of Livable Wages by State and Local Government 

Employers 

Workers' Compensation 

An Act To Equitably Adjust the Workers' Compensation Board's 

Assessment 

An Act To Ensure the Workers' Compensation Board's 
Regulatory Oversight of the Maine Insurance Guaranty 

Association 

An Act Allowing Workers' Compensation Benefits for 
Firefighters Who Contract Cancer 

An Act To Reverse the Effects of Grant v. Central Maine Power, 

Inc. on Workers' Compensation 

An Act To Clarify Apportionment of Benefits for Multiple Work 

Injuries 

An Act To Ensure That Construction Workers Are Protected by 

Workers' Compensation Insurance 

An Act Regarding Repayment of Subrogation or Lien Claims in 
Workers' Compensation Actions 

An Act To Provide Wraparound Medical Coverage in the 

Workers' Compensation System 

An Act To Amend the Maine Workers' Compensation Act of 

1992 To Remove Independent Medical Examiners 

An Act Regarding the Computation of Workers' Compensation 

Rates Based on Past Claims 

An Act To Prohibit the Reduction of Benefits under the Maine 

Workers' Compensation Act of 1992 for Certain Prior Injuries 

Workforce Investment 

An Act To Amend the Laws Relating to the Maine Jobs Council 
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LD3 

Joint Standing Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs 

An Act To Designate Registered Voters Not Enrolled in a Political Party 
as Independent Voters 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

COUR1NEY ONTP 

This bill d_esignates unenrolled registered voters as independent voters in the election laws. 

LDS An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Liquor Licenses 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DIAMOND ONTP 

Current law limits the number of agency liquor stores that sell spirits in a municipality based on the population of 

the municipality. This bill removes the limits on the number of agency liquor stores that may be licensed in a 

municipality. 

LD28 An Act To Promote the Integrity of Citizens' Initiatives 

Sponsor(s) 

BRYANTM 

BRYANTB 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill requires that a person who collects signatures for a citizens1 initiative must be a voter registered in Maine. 

LD29 An Act To Amend the Landlord and Tenant Laws as They Pertain to 
Interest Paid on Mobile Home Park Tenant Security Deposits 

Sponsor(s) 

MAZUREK 

RECTOR 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-160 

This bill removes the requirement that a mobile home park owner pay 4o/o annual interest on security deposits that 

are returned to tenants. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~160) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The bill removed the requirement that a mobile home park operator pay 4% 
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annual interest on security deposits that are returned to tenants. The amendment retains the requirement that interest 
be paid, but requires that the amount of interest paid must be either the interest amount earned on the deposit if 
deposited in an individual segregated savings account or a reasonable amount of annual interest, which is defined as 
the annual interest rate on a 6-month certificate of deposit. The amendment also requires that security deposits not 

be commingled with the assets of the landlord. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 128 requires that the.amouut ofinterest paid on mobile home park tenantsecurity deposits 

must.be either the interest amount earned pn the deposit if deposited in an individual setiregated savings a~count or a 
reasonable amount of auuual interest; which is defined as the auuual interest rate ona 6"month.certificate of deposit. 
The law also requires that security deposits not be conuuingled with the assets of tl1e landlord, 

LD30 An Act To Establish Native American Veterans Day PUBLICS! 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) 

SOCTOMAH 
RAYE 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-45 

This bill establishes May !st of each year as Native American Veterans Day in the State. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-45) 

This amendment adds an e1nergency preamble and emergency clause. The amendment also changes the date to be 
named Native American Veterans Day to June 21st. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law .2009, chapter 51 establishes June 21st.as 'Nativ'e American Veterari,; D~yin Mahte. 
- -- - .-. ·-- : _, - ' - - '"' - ,' >. --- ; 

This law was.enacte.d as an emergency measure and took effect on April 22, 2009, 

LD56 An Act To Join the Interstate Compact on the National Popular Vote 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MARTINJL 

This bill proposes to adopt the interstate compact that is the agreement among the states to elect the President of the 
United States by national popular vote. Under the compact and the bill, the presidential candidate who receives the 
most popular votes in all 50 states and the District of Columbia will win the presidency. Under this bill, all of the 

state1s electoral votes would be awarded to the presidential candidate who receives the most popular votes in all 50 
states and the District of Columbia. This bill would take effect only when enacted by states possessing a majority of 
the electoral votes, that is, enough electoral votes to elect a President, which is 270 of538. This bill was carried 

over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs 

An Act To Exempt a Door Prize Awarded at a Fishing Tournament 
from Being Classified as a Game of Chance 

Sponsor(s) 

BRYANTM 

BRYANTB 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill provides that a door prize offered by an organization conducting a fishing tournament permitted by the 

Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife is not a game of chance for purposes of licensing games of chance 

pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 17, chapter 14. 

LD105 An Act To Increase the Allowable Contributions to Traditionally 
Funded Campaigns 

Sponsor(s) 

DAVIS P 
SMITHD 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill increases the amount of allowable contributions to the campaigns of candidates for the State Senate and the 

State House of Representatives who do not participate in Maine Clean Election Act funding from $250 to $500 and 

the amount of allowable contributions to the campaigns of candidates for Governor who do not participate in Maine 

Clean Election Act funding from $500 to $2,000. 

LD 116 An Act To Allow Political Signs on Private Property Only 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

EBERLE ONTP 

This bill restricts the placing of political signs to private property. The bill also requires the permission of a 

landowner before a political sign may be placed on private property and allows a landowner to remove the sign if 

permission was not obtained. 

LD 129 Resolve, Directing the Secretary of State To Conduct a Pilot Program 
for Early Voting for the November 2009 Election 

Sponsor(s) 

MITCHELLE 

Committee Report 

OTP MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This resolve directs the Secretary of State to administer a pilot program for early voting that would allow selected 

municipalities to conduct early voting at polling places up to 10 days prior to the November 3, 2009 election day. 
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Enacted Law Summary 

R.isolve 2009, ch~pter 24 directs th~ SecretatY of Stat~ to administer a pilotprogram for early voting thatwo'cld .. 
allow selected municipalities to 09ndtict early voting at polling places up to 10 days prior.to the November 3, 2009 
election day and report back to the committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs.by January 15, 2010. 

LD 140 An Act To Prohibit a Maine Clean Election Act Candidate from 

Participating in Political Action Committee Funding 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HARLOW ONTP 

This bill prohibits Maine Clean Election Act candidates fro1n participating in political action committees that are 

established to influence the election or defeat of legislative candidates or to suppo1t that candidate's effort to be 

elected to a legislative leadership position. 

LD 150 Resolve, Directing the Secretary of State To Conduct a Pilot Program 

for Ongoing Absentee Voter Status 

Sponsor(s) 

HINCK 

SULLNAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-182 

This bill provides a process for voters to request ongoing absentee voter status, which allows them to automatically 

receive an absentee ballot for each statewide election until the status is terminated. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-182) 

This amendment replaces the bill. It establishes a resolve to direct the Secretary of State to conduct a pilot program 
regarding establishing ongoing absentee voter status. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resol~e 2009; chapter <)4 directs the s~~rerary ?f S~te fo condu~t a pildt Pi~iral1i for gl~ing voters origoingll.bsentee 
vpter status. The pile: musfinclu~e 3 sratewide elections .inNovembe~ 2009, June 201_0. and Nove1111Jer2010c TJ.ie 
~ecretary of state isre'luired to subniit areport regar~ing .fue pilotprogram by Febmacyl 5, 201 L < · . 

LD 193 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Tournament Games 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CROCKETTP OTP-AM H-84 

S-323 DIAMOND 
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Cu1Tent law limits to 100 the number of players allowed to participate in a tournament game such as Texas Hold 

'Em. This bill eliminates the limit of 100 players and instead provides that the number of players may not exceed the 

legal inaximum allowable occupancy for that venue. In addition, current law requires that 75o/o of the entry fees be 

paid as prizes to the winners of the tournament. This bill instead provides that no less than 75o/o of the entry fees be 

paid to the winners. 

Committee Amendment 11 A" (H-84) 

This amendment strikes the provision of the bill that permitted an unlimited number of players to participate in a 

tournament game as long as that number was within the allowable maxitnum occupancy for that venue. The 

amendment provides that tournament games conducted on premises owned by the licensee may have up to 300 

players. The amendment also provides for a graduated tournament game license fee based on the number of players 

to take part in the tournament. The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-323) 

This a1nendment strikes the appropriations and allocations section. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009,chapter457amend~the gan:ies.of chkcelaws to provide that tournament games.co~dl!cted 011 
premises owned by theJicenseemay have up to ~00 play.,rs. It ~so proyjdes for a graduat"d tournament game 

license fee based on the .number of players to take.partin the tournament. 

LD204 An Act Regarding the Conducting of Games of Chance by Nonprofit 
Organizations 

Sponsor(s) 

SHAW 
BRYANTB 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill provides that a local chapter of a statewide nonprofit organization that wishes to conduct a game of chance 

need only provide the date and location where the game of chance will be conducted. The statewide nonprofit 

organization must provide a copy of its bylaws, a list of all local chapters, the name of the local chapter wishing to 

conduct a game of chance and the names of the officers of the local chapter in order for the local chapter to be 

eligible for a game of chance license with these reduced requirements. 

LD205 An Act To Repeal the Maine Clean Election Act 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CEBRA ONTP 

This bill repeals the Maine Clean Election Act. 
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LD219 An Act To Require Maine Clean Election Act Candidates To Use Maine 

Vendors 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DIAMOND ONTP 

This bill requires a Maine Clean Election Act candidate to use in-state vendors when purchasing campaign-related 
goods and services whenever feasible. 

LD235 An Act To Provide Fiscal Information for Citizen Initiatives 

Sponsor(s) 

CAIN 
MILLSP 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-435 

This bill requires the Secretary of State to request assistance from the Office of Fiscal and Program Review to 
determine whether a direct initiative will have a fiscal impact. If the Office of Fiscal and Program Review 
determines that the direct initiative has a cost other than the cost associated with conducting a referendum on the 
direct initiative, the person who submitted the direct initiative must indicate in a subsequent draft of the direct 
initiative submitted to the Secretary of State how the cost of the direct initiative will be paid. The bill also requires 
the Secretary of State to include in the ballot question information on the cost of the direct initiative and how that 
cost will be paid. The bill also indicates that if a means of paying for or accounting for the cost is not included in 
the legislation, then the direct initiative may not be enacted into law until it is funded through the normal legislative 
process. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-435) 

This amendment replaces the bill and changes the title. The amendment changes the date by which fiscal impact 
statements must be completed for direct initiatives of legislation so that the statements may be included on the 
petition to be circulated for that direct initiative. It requires initiative petitions to include a space at the top of each 
page for the name of the circulator and requires the fiscal impact statement to be printed on initiative petitions and 
election ballots and to be posted conspicuously in voting places and in voting booths. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter ~41 changesthe date bywhkh fiscal impact statements m1wtbe completedfordirect 
initiative~ ofl~gislatio~ sothat the $('!tements may be included ()ll the petitio~ to be c.ircuhrtedfor th~t d.irect 
initiatiye, It requires jnitfati~epetiti~l)S to i"clud"a space at the to~ ofe"cch.]Jageforthenanienfthe.circ?lator.and 
requires the fiscal impact statementtobe pri"t"d on initiatiye petitions and electi()n ~allots and to be posted 
pcmspicm:iu°'ly invotingpl~ce§ a!ld in votin£booths, . . 
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LD258 An Act Regarding Political Signs 

Sponsor(s) 

DAV!SP 

SMITIID 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-133 

This bill removes the requirement in the election laws that the address of a person who pays for a communication 

made for or against a candidate be included on the communication. The bill also provides that the name of a 

candidate or candidate1s committee does not have to be on a sign as having financed the sign if the candidate's name 

is prominently displayed on the sign and the sign is at least 2 square feet or larger in size. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-133) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment provides for an exemption for political communications that are 

authorized by a candidate that are in the form of a sign, clearly identify the candidate and are individually 

hand-lettered. These signs would not be required to include the name and address of the person who made or 

financed the communication. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pl1biic~aw2009,c~apter ls~ p~ovid~~ fornn exemption regardillgpbfi!ical conurnutlriatio11~ thrit are auth~Jfud by a 

candid.ate.that are in the ~onn of aslgn, clearly identify. the c:mdidatean.d are individuall~hand-lettered. These. signs 

wouldJ10f be. required_ to incli;~e the 11a11le and address of the person )¥ho made or finallced the communication. 

LD259 An Act To Amend the Maine Clean Election Act 

Sponsor(s) 

GILES 

PLOWMAN 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill increases the amount of seed money contributions that Maine Clean Election Act candidates may receive 

from $1,500 to $2,000 for candidates for the State Senate and from $500 to $750 for candidates for the State House 

of Representatives. The bill also allows qualifying contributions to be in the amount of$5 or $10. 

LD293 An Act To Provide Project Support for Veterans' Cemeteries 

Sponsor(s) 

EDGECOMB 

DAVISG 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. This bill proposes to provide annual funding for projects at 

the State's veterans' cemeteries by dedicating a certain percentage of any increase in revenue from slot machines for 

this purpose. The first base year for determining whether an increase has occurred would be July 1, 2008 to June 30, 

2009. If revenues in the following year, July I, 2009 to June 30, 2010, exceed revenues in the base year, a certain 
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percentage of the excess must be dedicated to the veterans1 cemeteries. This calculation would be made on an 

ongoing basis, with the previous year being used as the base year. Revenues transferred to the veterans' cemeteries 
pursuant to this provision would be capped at $50,000 per cemetery per year. 

LD306 An Act To Reimburse Philip Wolley for Litigation Expenses Incurred in 

Connection with His Termination and Reinstatement as a State 

Employee 

ACCEPTED ONTP 

REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

MAGNAN 
WESTON 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill makes a one-time General Fund appropriation of $28,000 in fiscal year 2009-10 to reimburse Philip Wolley 
for litigation expenses incurred in connection with his termination and subsequent reinstatement as a state employee. 

Committee Amendment "A11 (H-163) 

This amendment clarifies that the litigation expenses to be reimbursed are associated with Philip Wolley's defense 

against criminal charges, which were ultimately dismissed by the Attorney General. 

Committee A1nendment 11A" was not adopted. 

LD 310 An Act Regarding Indirect Lobbying 

Sponsor(s) 

TRINWARD 
SULLIVAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-208 

The bill defines "grassroots lobbying." It provides that a person who already files monthly reports as a lobbyist must 

disclose grassroots lobbying payments and expenditures. For a person who does not file reports as a lobbyist, the 
bil1 requires disclosure of grassroots lobbying expenditures once more than $2,000 has been spent on grassroots 
lobbying. 

Committee Amendment "A11 (H~208) 

This amendment strikes the provision in the bill that would have required a person who is not already reporting as a 

lobbyist to submit a report to the Commission on Gove1nmental Ethics and Election Practices when that person has 
spent in excess of $2,000 on grassroots lobbying. The amendment also changes the term 11grassroots 1obbying11 to 
"indirect lobbying. 11 It specifies that indirect lobbying is communication to 1nembers of the general public soliciting 

them to directly communicate with Legislators or members of the executive branch regarding a legislative action. 
Under this amendment reporting indirect lobbying expenditures would not be required until $15,000 was spent on 
that activity during the month subject to the report. It also adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public La; 2009, chapter Z82 amends the law governing lobbyiJig-to S)l~Cify that! indire~t lobbying is ·.·· 
commUJ'lication to mell1terspfthe ge!leral public soliciting them to directly comll1unic~te with Legislators ~t 
members of the executivebranch.regarding .a legislative action: notincluding a bill before the legislature as the: 

result ofa citizen injtiatjve. Under_ this law, reporting on indirect lobbying expendi(ures would be.requir~d of . 
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lobbyists when $15,000 or more was spent on that activi!>' by a lobbyist or employer during the month subject to the 

report. 

LD311 An Act Concerning Late Rent Fee Charges in Residential Tenancies ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

TUTTLE 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill lowers the number of days from 15 to 7 before a fee can be charged for the late payment ofrent. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-164) 

This amendment is the minority report of the committee. The amendment changes the number of days from 7 to 10 

before a fee can be charged for the late payment of rent. 

Committee Amendment 11A11 was not adopted. 

LD312 An Act To Require Campaign Finance Reports of Independent 
Expenditures To Contain a Copy of an Advertisement 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MAGNAN ONTP 

This bill amends the campaign finance laws to require that the report of independent expenditures contain a copy of 

the final draft of any mailer, postcard or advertisement or script of any broadcast or telephone call that is in 

opposition to a candidate. 

LD328 An Act To Require Economic Research Organizations To Report 
Financial Matters to the Commission on Governmental Ethics and 
Election Practices 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

TUTTLE ONTP 

This bill requires economic research organizations to file quarterly financial reports with the Commission on 

Governmental Ethics and Election Practices. 
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LD329 An Act To Increase the Prize Limit on Beano 

Sponsor(s) 

SAVIELLO 

GOOLEY 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill increases the total prize limit for beano from $1,400 to $2,000 and requires the Chief of the State Police to 

include in rules adopted to govern beano a provision that allows for a drawing to determine a winner in the event of 

a tie. 

LD339 An Act To Promote Ethics in Campaign Fund Solicitation 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BLISS ONTP 

This bill prohibits an executive branch officer in the unclassified service of the State from: 

1. IZnowingly giving or receiving a political contribution in exchange for voting a certain way; 

2. Knowingly giving a political contribution to a superior of the officer; 

3. Knowingly soliciting or receiving a political contribution from a subordinate of the officer or the subordinate's 

family; or 

4. Knowingly soliciting or receiving a political contribution from or giving a political contribution to a person who 

has business with the officer, is regulated by the officer or has interests that may be substantially affected by the 

performance or nonperformance of the officer's official duties. 

ONTP 

ONTP 

LD350 RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine 
Regarding Early Voting 

FINAL PASSAGE 

FAILED 

Sponsor(s) 

MITCHELLE 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

S-35 

This resolution proposes to amend the Constitution of Maine to allow the Legislature to authorize a process to allow 

qualified voters to vote at polling places in or outside their election districts during the 10-day period immediately 

preceding an election. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-35) 

This amendment strikes the reference to polling places in the resolution and in the question to be posed to the voters. 
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LD368 An Act To Reimburse Debra Bilodeau for Her Expenses Incurred in 
Connection with Her Petition for Appointment as a Foster Parent 

DIED ON 
ADJOURNMENT 

Sponsor(s) 

CROCKETTP 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-347 

This bill makes a one-time General Fund appropriation of $15,000 in fiscal year 2009-10 to reimburse Debra 

Bilodeau for her expenses incun·ed in connection with her petition for appointment as a foster parent. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-347) 

This amendment incorporates a fiscal note. 

LD 368 was enacted in the House, but placed on the Special Appropriations Table in the Senate. Since no further 

action was taken by the Senate, the bill died upon adjournment. 

LD371 An Act To Allow One Registration Fee for Multiple-town Poker Runs 

Sponsor(s) 

SAVIELLO 

GOOLEY 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill allows for a combined license for organizations that coordinate to conduct a game of chance that requires 

participants to travel from one location to another in order to play the game, such as a poker run. The fee for such a 

license may not exceed $25. 

LD374 An Act To Amend the Laws Concerning Campaign Report Exemptions 

Sponsor(s) 

VALENTINO 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-188 

This bill amends the provision of law that allows exemptions for repo1ting on campaigns for office to provide that a 

notice from a candidate or the candidate's agent that the candidate will not personally accept contributions, make 

expenditures or incur obligations may be revoked at any time prior to the deadline for filing a candidate's first 

campaign finance report. 

Committee Amendment ''A'' (H-188) 

This amendment replaces the bill. It amends current law that allows for candidates for office to be exempt from 

submitting campaign finance reports if they raise or spend no money on campaigns so that this exemption applies 

only to county or municipal candidates. 
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Enacted La\v Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 138 amends cmrent law thatallows for candidates for offi~e to be exempt from submitting . 
campaigt1 finance reports if they raise or spend no money on campaigt1S so that this exemption applies only to county 

Or muniCipal candidate$. 

LD410 An Act To Improve Maine's Ethics Laws ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

PLOWMAN 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill prohibits Legislators from soliciting donations or contributions from lobbyists on behalf of the Legislator's 

employer. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-172) 

This amendment replaces the bill. It limits the prohibition on Legislators' soliciting or accepting donations or 

contributions on behalf of their employers proposed in the bill to Legislators who are employed by nonprofit 

corporations. 

LD429 An Act To Increase Retail Sales of Wine 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PENDLETON ONTP 

This bill repeals the limitation that a wine tasting for an off-premise establishment may only be held once a calendar 

month. 

LD430 An Act To Allow the Licensing of Mini bars in Hotel Rooms 

Sponsor(s) 

TUTTLE 

SULLIVAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-134 

H-290 TRJNW ARD 

Under this bill, a hotel owner that has or wants minibars in hotel rooms may, but is not required to, obtain a license 

for the minibars. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-134) 

This amendment clarifies the definition ofnminibar11 and increases the license fee for a minibar from $100 as 
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proposed in the bill to $200. The amendment also specifies that a person who rents a room that contains a minibar 

must present proper identification to show proof of age and that a minibar may only be stocked by an employee who 
is 21 years of age or older. This amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section to the bill. 

House Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (H-290) 

This amendment requires the Department of Public Safety to hnplement the provisions of this Act using 
departmental personnel and resources. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pub lib' Law 200<.i, chapter 458 authori:zl:s thepepartmenfof Public Safety t0 .license hotels o~· sin}ilar establisluile~ts .. 

to sell alcoholic beverages fr?m mini-bars inguest rooms .• Rooms that ~ontain mini-bars may only be re.nted to• 
patrons who. are at least 21.years ofage and display proper identification at the time ofrental. 

LD497 An Act To Conserve Energy in Residential Leasehold Tenancies 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

TUT1LE OTP-AM H-161 

This bill allows a landlord and tenant to agree in a written lease for the landlord to provide heat at less than 68 
degrees Fahrenheit to a minimum of 62 degrees Fahrenheit if the lease provides a reduction in rent or other 
consideration for the lower heat. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-161) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment allows a landlord and tenant to agree for the landlord to provide 

heat at less than 68 degrees Fahrenheit but no lower than 62 degrees Fahrenheit if the agreement is in a separate 
written document, includes a provision for revocation with reasonable notice by either party and provides for a fair 
and reasonable reduction in rent. The amendment clarifies that a landlord and tenant may not enter into such an 
agree1nent if someone older than 65 years of age or younger than 5 years of age resides on the premises. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public iaw20Cl9, chapt~r 139 "1lows ~JancJ]~rd and tenant tg a!>'ee for theiandl?rdto provide heat aflesstblll168 

de,greesra]1r~nhei! butno Io;-ver than62 degrees Fahrenheit if the agreementis ll\ •a. separate writtendocllll1e~t; 
includesa.provisi0n fo'.. te~oe:ation with reasonable notice by eitherparty and l'rovi.des for a fair and reasonalM 
reduction.in rent The law clarifies that alandlord andte~ant may not ent~r into .such an agreement if someone older 
than 65xear$ of age or young:er than_ 5 years ofage resides on the premise1. 

LD 498 An Act Regarding Alcoholic Beverage Tastings 

Sponsor(s) 

TUT1LE 
PLOWMAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 
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This bill proposes to allow limited taste testing of alcoholic beverages by holders of off-premises licenses, subject to 

approval and regulation by the Department of Public Safety. The bill allows a sales representative participating in a 
taste-testing event to provide written or oral educational materials and provide and distribute food at no cost to the 
consumer or licensee. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-281) 

This amendment provides that certain off-premise retail licensees may offer 1nalt liquor for tasting in addition to 

wine and spirits. Tastings are limited to one type of alcohol and may be held up to 3 times per month but no more 
than 12 times per year. The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

House Amendment "C" To Committee Amendment "A" (H-545) 

This amendment requires that wine, spirits and malt liquor taste-tasting activities be conducted in a manner that will 
prevent observation by children. This amendment also requires that the Department of Public Safety report annually 
to the Legislature regarding the operation and effectiveness of this requirement. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-326) 

This amendment strikes the appropriations and allocations section and directs the Department of Public Safety to 
implement the legislation within its existing resources. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publl~l,a\V 2009, chapter 459ruiend~the current law regatding tast~-testing ~~"!rohoUs beverages lltoff'premises 
retailestablis!1lnents; In additionto the tasting wine,.retailersmay .also ofi'er malt, liquor and distilled spirits. The. 
quantity of the product to b~ last.ed i~ limited based on the typeandproofof the alcohol,· Tasting events musf be set•.·· 
up as to preclude observatio;1 bychildren; As enacted, the number of annual tasti11gs allowed by a retail 

establishmen.t .i~ l2with 110 rimre !hall 3 in any one irionth. 

LD512 An Act to Facilitate Voting by Maine Residents in the Military Who Are 

Deployed Overseas 

Sponsor(s) Committee Rep01t Amendments Adopted 

WILLETTE ONTP 

This bill changes the time when the Secretary of State must furnish a municipality with a reasonable number of 
absentee ballots and return envelopes from at least 30 days to at least 60 days before any election. 

LD 514 An Act To Clarify Criminal Responsibility in the Sale of Alcohol and 

Tobacco to Minors 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

EDGECOMB ONTP 

This bill amends the law to specify that only the person who furnishes tobacco or liquor to a minor is criminally 
responsible for the act. 
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An Act To Clarify the Beano and Bingo Laws as They Apply to 
Federally Recognized Indian Tribes 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CLEARY 
JACKSON 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 
H-442 

This bill amends the laws dealing with high-stakes beano and high-stakes bingo by changing the limitation 
controlling where such games may be conducted from Indian Territory to reservation or trust lands. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~442) 

This amendment replaces the bill. It provides that the Houlton Band ofMaliseet Indians may conduct high-stakes 
beano on a particular parcel of land in Houlton. The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section 

to the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publi~ L\\w 2009, chapter347 provides thatthe Hoult~n Band ofMaliseetJndiansinay cbnduct high~stakes peano 

a particular parcel of land in.Hmtlton. 

LD 530 RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine 
To Reduce the Number of Signatures Required and Prohibit Payment 
for Signatures in the Citizen's Initiative Process 

Sponsor(s) 

WHEELER 
BOWMAN 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This resolution proposes to amend the Constitution of Maine to reduce the number of required signatures on a direct 
initiative petition from 10% to 3% of the total vote cast in the previous gubernatorial election. In addition, this 
resolution prohibits circulators of direct initiative petitions from receiving payment or compensation for the 

collection of signatures. 

LD531 Resolve, To Allow Jenny Powell To Sue the State 

Sponsor(s) 

BEAUDETTE 

SULLIVAN 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This resolve authorizes Jenny Powell to bring a civil action against the Department of Health and Human Services 
for damages in connection with actions taken by the Department of Health and Human Services. 
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LD 532 An Act Regarding Liquor Licenses Issued to Incorporated Civic 

Organizations 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CEBRA 
DIAMOND 

OTP-AM H-96 

This bill allows an owner, employee or designated representative of a Maine farm winery to serve wine from the 

winery at an event at which an incorporated civic organization is licensed to serve or sell liquor. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-96) 

This amendment replaces the bill and allows for alcoholic beverage manufacturers that have provided alcoholic 
beverages to be served at an event sponsored by an incorporated civic organization to assist the organization with 

serving patrons if a server working for the organization becomes unavailable. 

Enacted Law Summary 

!'ubI.icL~w 2009, ch~P'.~~lO~~lo;sforalcoholic ~everag~cmanufacttuers th~thllve proyided alcoholic b~verages 
to be __ __sefVe_d at _m1_-eve,nt.s_~_C?pS9:r~_d_b~ __ m1 inC?QrpO!_ated ciyi,c ,?rganiiation to assi.~t. the .Organi~ation witl),Serving::· 
P_~tr~~~ if~_seryer~<?r~i~f~~)h~·org-;;ifilzat~~n b(!9<?l11.es·µnav;~-i~able. - - --

PUBLIC 102 

LD 533 Resolve, Authorizing the Joint Standing Committee on Legal and 

Veterans Affairs To Report Out Legislation Regarding the Expansion of 

Slot Machine and Casino-style Gambling 

RESOLVE 141 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

WATSON OTP-AM H-391 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. This bill proposes to authorize the State to contract with an 
outside entity to establish a casino in Maine. Under the bill, the State would have control over all aspects of the 

development of the casino including the location, negotiating the specific tenns of the agreement with the operator 

and the distribution of profits. The license to operate would be subject to a formal bid process in order to ensure the 

greatest return to the State. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-391) 

This amendment replaces the bill, which was a concept draft. The amendment establishes a resolve directing the 

Joint Standing Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs to develop a comprehensive policy regarding the expansion 

of slot machine and casino-style gambling in the State. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Res;,Jve'?Q09chapter i4i dit~cts tile Jo~tStwdlng.Committee· onLeg:tl and Veterans Affairs to develop a 
comprehensive policy regarding the ewimsion of slotm~bine and.casino-style gambling.in the.State and authorizes 
)he committee toreport out legislation to the second regular sessimr()f the 124th Legislature. 
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An Act To Require Disclosure to a Potential Signer That a Circulator of 

Petitions for a Direct Initiative or People's Veto of Legislation Is Being 
Paid 

Sponsor(s) 

CAMPBELL 
SULLIVAN 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill requires that the circulators of petitions for a direct initiative or a people's veto disclose to each potential 

signer the fact that the circulator is being paid or compensated. 

LD 547 An Act To Amend the Laws Concerning Write-in Candidates for 

Elected Office To Increase Fairness 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BOWMAN ONTP 

This bill amends the laws pertaining to write-in candidates. It strikes the requirement that a voter must include a 

write-in candidate1s municipality of residence when marking a general election ballot. It also allows for the use of 

stickers in order to place the name of a write-in candidate on a ballot. Current law requires that a candidate file a 

declaration with the Secretary of State 3 business days prior to an election to be considered a declared write-in 

candidate. This bill changes that requirement to 45 days prior to an election. The bill also requires the Secretary of 
State to provide a list of write-in candidates with sample ballots provided to municipalities and to include a list of all 

candidates on the tally sheets provided to election clerks for listing election results. Finally, this bill directs the 
Secretary of State to runend the voter information portion of its website to include the names of all qualified 

candidates for Governor, the House of Representatives and the Senate, including write-in candidates. 

LD 548 An Act To Provide Information to Maine Voters About the Cost and 

Fiscal Impact of Citizens' Initiatives 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SCHNEIDER ONTP 

This bill requires the Secretary of State to request assistance from the Office of Fiscal and Program Review in 

determining whether a direct initiative will have a fiscal impact. If the Office of Fiscal and Program Review 

determines that the direct initiative has a cost other than the cost associated with conducting a referendum on the 

direct initiative, the person who submitted the direct initiative must indicate in a subsequent draft of the direct 

initiative submitted to the Secretary of State how the cost of the direct initiative will be paid. The bill also requires 
the Secretary of State to include information on the cost of the direct initiative and how that cost will be paid in the 

ballot question. 
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An Act Relating to Political Action Committees 

Sponsor(s) 

TRINWARD 

SULLIVAN 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill defines 11candidate political action committee." The bill also limits the amount a person may contribute to a 
candidate political action committee during a 2-year election cycle, limits the aggregate amount that a person may 
give to candidate political action committees during a 2-year election cycle, li1nits the aggregate amount that a 

political action committee may give to candidate political action committees during a 2-year election cycle and 
prohibits for-profit corporations from contributing to candidate political action corn1nittees. 

LD584 An Act To Amend the Maine Clean Election Act To Equalize the 
Qualifying Period for All Candidates and To Increase the Number of 
Required Contributions for Candidates to the Legislature 

Sponsor(s) 

TRINWARD 
SULLIVAN 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill equalizes the qualifying period for unenrolled candidates and party candidates under the Maine Clean 
Election Act by requiring all participating candidates to qualify by April 15th of the election year. The bill also 

increases by 30o/o the number of qualifying contributions a Clean Election Act candidate for the State Senate or State 
House of Representatives must obtain. 

ONTP 

ONTP 

LD 607 An Act To Amend the Maine Clean Election Act as It Relates to 
Independent Expenditures 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

PLOWMAN 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill extends the rebuttable presumption period for independent expenditures for general election races that 
include a Maine Clean Election Act candidate from 35 days before election day to from Labor Day to election day. 

LD682 An Act Regarding Agency Liquor Stores 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SULLIVAN OTP-AM 
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This bill removes the provision in current law that limits the number of agency liquor stores that may be licensed in 

a municipality. It also provides for additional criteria that an applicant must meet in order to receive an agency 

liquor store license after July I, 2009. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-263) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment changes the current limitations on the number of agency 
liquor stores that may be licensed per municipality and increases how many may be licensed in some 

municipalities based on population. The maximum number of total agency liquor stores in any municipality 

would be 8. Applicants who are licensed under this new structure must be able to purchase $10,000 worth of 

spirits initially with a bank check or other financial instrument that certifies that funds are available. This 
amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

LD 694 An Act To Allow Limited Partnerships between Brewers and 

Wholesalers 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

SULLIVAN 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

Under current law manufacturers of alcoholic beverages, also known as certificate of approval holders, are 

prohibited from having a financial interest in a wholesaler of alcoholic beverages. This bill allows manufacturers 

and wholesale licensees to form limited partnerships in which the manufacturer is the limited partner and the 

wholesaler is the general partner. The bill also provides a 10-year maximum term for any such limited partnership. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-152) 

This amendment adds further restrictions on limited partnerships between certificate of approval holders and 

wholesale licensees to specify that a certificate of approval holder may not have managerial control over the 

day-to-day operations of the wholesale licensee. It further provides that a certificate of approval holder may extend 
financing to a wholesale licensee but in the event of a default the certificate of approval holder may not control or 

operate the wholesale licensee for more than 180 days. 

LD704 An Act To Allow Property Owners To Terminate Residential Leases 

That Do Not Contain Termination Language 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

TUTTLE ONTP 

In Rubin v. Josephson, 478 A.2d 665 (Me. 1984), the Supreme Judicial Court held that, when a residential lease does 
not contain termination language, the landlord may not use the tenancy-at-will provisions of state law to terminate 

the lease. In response to that case, this bill allows a landlord, after providing notice and service, and with cause, to 

terminate a lease that does not contain termination, default or forfeiture language. 
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LD758 An Act To Allow Municipalities and Counties To Require Bartender 
Training for Liquor Licensees 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HARLOW OTP-AM H-53 

This bill provides that the Department of Public Safety, bureau of liquor licensing and enforcement may consider 

whether or not an establish1nent provides server training as required by municipal officers or county commissioners 

when issuing or renewing a license for an establishment that sells alcoholic beverages to be consumed on the 

premises. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-53) 

This amendment replaces the bill. It provides that the Department of Public Safety, bureau ofliquor licensing and 

enforcement may deny a license to serve alcohol to be served on the pre1nises, if the individuals who will be serving 

alcoholic beverages have not received training through a program certified by the Department of Public Safety, 

bureau of liquor licensing and enforcement. This reason for denial would only apply if the county or municipality 

where the licensee has an establishment has adopted the requirement by local ordinance. 

Enacted Law Summary 

· Public La\\' .2()0~, cliaj'.>te;81 ~ro~ldes that theD~partment ofrubli~ Safety, bureau. of liquor licensing and 

enforcement !Ilay deny a Hcenseto serve a!coh9lto be served on the premises, if the individuals who will .he serving 

alccholic beverages have not received trainiiig through a p!ogram ce1tified by theDep~ent of P0blic Safety, 

bureau ofliquorUcensing an<! enf~:cementThis reason for denial would only apply if the county or municipality 

where the licensee_has an estabJish1ne11t h.as adopte<!the requirem~11t by focal ordiJl_ance. 

LD771 An Act Regarding Raffles Conducted by Nonprofit Organizations 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SULLIVAN OTP-AM S-81 

This bill amends the provisions of law governing organizations eligible to conduct a raffle with a prize value 

between $10,000 and $75,000 to include nonprofit organizations that have had a presence in this State for at least 5 

years and that have as a primary purpose educating the public and funding research to prevent and treat illnesses. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-81) 

This amendment strikes the provisions of the bill, which amende.d the laws governing who is eligible for a raffle 

license and the limit on raffle licenses to be issued per year to a nonprofit organization. The a1nendment creates an 

exception to the current law that requires raffle tickets to be sold by actual members of the organization licensed to 

conduct the raffle. It provides that uncompensated volunteers may sell raffle tickets that offer a noncash ptize as 

long as the names of the volunteers are provided to the Chief of the State Police within 10 days of issuance of the 

raffle license. 

Enacted Law Summary 
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Public Law.2009; chapte~llS cre~t;;s an ex~epti~;; tothe req~i.-e;De~tthat raffle ti~ket~ be sold by actualn~e;nbers 
of the organization licensed.!O conduct a raffle. It provides that uncompensated volunteers may.sellraffletickets 

that offer a noncash prize as long as.the names of the volunteers are provided to the Chlefof the State Police within 

1 O days of issuance ()f the raffle _license. 

LD772 An Act To Increase Eligibility Requirements under the Maine Clean 
Election Act 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

RAYE ONTP 

This bill anlends the Maine Clean Election Act by requiring: 

1. A participating candidate who has previously run for office to have received at least 15o/o of the vote in the 

candidate's most recent campaign; 

2. A participating candidate to raise the entire amount of seed money allowed in order to be certified as a 

participating candidate; and 

3. A political communication paid for with Maine Clean Election Act funds that otherwise requires a disclosure to 

contain the words 11Paid for with taxpayer funds under the Maine Clean Election Act." 

LD779 An Act To Require Closed-captioning for Certain Political 
Advertisements 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

ADAMS OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-97 

This bill requires television advertisements purchased with Maine Clean Election Act funds to be closed-captioned. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-97) 

The amendment specifies that closed-captioning is required for political advertisements purchased with Maine Clean 

Election Act funds if closed-captioning is available from the broadcaster of the adve1tisements. 

Enacted Law Summary 

,l'ublic Law. 2009,chapter.105 .'~quires cl()sed-captl011ing fo;politi.cal adverti1em~nts purchas.ed.wi!h.Mifu.;clean 

E. Iection Act fimc!s i.f closed-captiom.· 11g.is ava. ilable from the bro. adcas. \er of. the a.dvertisements.. . 
- - - -- - -
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An Act To Increase the Amount and Number of Qualifying 
Contributions under the Maine Clean Election Act 

Sponsor(s) 

FLAHERTY 
HOBBINS 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill increases the amount of a qualifying contribution required to participate in the Maine Clean Election Act 

from $5 to $IQ, increases the number of qualifying contributions a gubernatorial candidate must collect from 3,250 

to 5,000 and increases the number of qualifying contributions a candidate for the State House of Representatives 

must collect from 50 to 75. Under this bill, the number of qualifying contributions a candidate for State Senate must 

collect remains at 150. 

ONTP 

LD781 An Act To Designate a Specialty State Lottery Ticket To Benefit Cancer 
Education and Awareness 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

STRANG BURGESS 

SULLIVAN 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MlN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill creates a cancer education and awareness lottery ticket to support the Maine comprehensive cancer 

prevention and control program administered by the Department of Health and Human Services. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-309) 

This amendment adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

LD805 An Act To Change Current Limits on Commercial Harness Racing 

Tracks 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

JACKSON ONTP 

This bill amends the laws governing commercial tracks and licensing for slot machines. 

I. Current law requires that an applicant for a license to operate slot machines by a person licensed to operate a 

commercial track be located "at or within a 5-mile radius of the center of a commercial track" that conducted harness 

racing with pari-mutuel wagering on more than 25 days during calendar year 2002. This bill removes the 5-mile 

radius requirement but retains the specification that the commercial track operated by the applicant has conducted 

harness racing with pari-mutuel wagering during that period of time. 

2. This bill removes language limiting the operation of slot machines to commercial tracks licensed by a referendum 

election held prior to December 31, 2003. 
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3. The bill provides that, for slot machines located at commercial tracks initially licensed for slot machines after 

January !, 2009, the revenue designated for distribution to the Fund for a Healthy Maine, the University of Maine 
Scholarship Fund, the Maine Community College System and the Fund to Encourage Racing at Maine's Commercial 
Tracks would instead be deposited in the General Fund. 

4. The bill increases from 1,500 to 3,000 the total number of slot machines allowed in the State. 

LD831 An Act To Enhance Fund-raising Opportunities by Certain Nonprofit 

Organizations 

Sponsor(s) 

FITTS 
SHERMAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-389 

H-450 FITTS 

This bill provides that organizations may conduct games of chance without a license if they col.lect no more than 
$15,000 in entry fees, chances or wagers in a calendar year. An unlicensed game of chance event is limited to 
$10,000 in entry fees, chances or wagers. An organization conducting a game of chance without a license must still 
register its name and tax identification number and the time, date and location of the event with the Chief of the 

State Police. The registration fee is $30. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-389) 

This amendment replaces the bill. It creates an exception to the requirement that organizations be licensed in order 
to conduct games of chance. An organization that is otherwise eligible for a license and will not raise more than 
$15,000 in a calendar year from the conduct of games of chance and not more than $10,000 at any one event may 
conduct games by registering with the Chief of the State Police and is not required to get a license. If an 

organization exceeds the yearly or per-event revenue limit, that organization is required to apply for a license 
retroactively. Any organization that raised more than $15,000 from licensed games of chance in the previous year is 
not eligible to register. Some requirements that apply to licensees would apply to registrants, including wager limits, 

age restrictions on those who conduct or play the games, prohibitions against schemes and the requirement to use 
licensed gaming printers and distributors. Other requirements regarding revenue and expenditure reporting and 
disposition of funds reports are also applicable to registrants. A registrant who violates the registration requirements 
is required to forfeit the revenue from those games conducted in violation and would be prohibited from using the 

registration privilege for 10 years. 

House Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (H-450) 

This amendment clarifies that a registration to conduct games of chance without a license is valid per event and not 
for one year as indicated in Committee Amendment "A." 

Enacted Law Summary 

P!!blic Law2go9, .chapter3S6·creates an exceptio~ to the requirement th.~t~rgani~~tibnsbelicensed in onlerto 

conduct game~ of chan~e .. An org~~ization that i~ .otherwise eligible for a license ~nd ~ill not raise more than. 
$15,000 in a calendar year from the conduct ofgames of chance and not~orethan $10,000 at any one event may . 

con du.ct games by registe1ing withthe Chief of the State Police and. is not required t~ get a license .. If an 

b~g~_iza~o,ri ex7~eds f4e -rea:ly or 'per~eVenfr~V-en~e- -li11l_it;':that: orgF_zatiqi.ri_s-req~¥_oo t? 8:pply for-a 'lice~_se 
retroactivdy,A;ny org~i:r.ation thatraised.111ore than$l5,000 from.license.d g"'l'les ofchanceinthepreviou,yearis 
not f)ligible to register. ;\registration is required per eventfor a fe~ of$3 O:Some requirements thatapply to 

licensees w~uld. ~pply to registrants; including wager Ii!Jlils, a~e restrictiqllS on those who condµ~tor play the •. 
games, prohibitions against schemes and the requirement to use Hc.ensed gaming p11~ters and distributors; Other 
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requirements regarding:r(;!venite and.expenditure reporting and disposition of funds reports are also __ applicahlci_to 
registrants. A registrant "Who violates theregistration requirements is required to forfeit the revenue from those 
'games conducted in violation arid would be prohibited froni using ,the registration privilege for 10 years. 

LD 832 An Act To Require Lobbyists To Wear Name Tags 

Sponsor(s) 

CAREY 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

This bill amends the law governing lobbyist disclosure by: 

Amendments Adopted 

H-189 

I. Requiring the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices to publish an online photographic 

guide to lobbyists and lobbyist associates organized by legislative committee and requiring that lobbyists submit 
photographs unless the lobbyists or lobbyist associates have waivers from the commission; and 

2. Restoring language that was removed in Public Law 2007, chapter 630 that requires every registered lobbyist to 
file in a monthly report the amount of compensation received for and the amount of expenditures made or incurred 

with regard to the preparation of documents and research for the primary purpose of influencing legislative action. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-189) 

This amendment replaces the bill and is the majority report of the committee. The amendment requires that a 

lobbyist wear a name tag when engaged in the act oflobbying. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PubUcLaw 2009, chapter 137 requires that a lobbyist wear a name tigwh~n engage<:! in the.act bt!obbyillg. 

LD 833 An Act To Distribute Funds Received from the Racino in Bangor to the 

Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Substance Abuse 

Sponsor(s) 

CAREY 
SULLIVAN 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This bill redirects 3% of revenues from slot machines that currently go to the Gambling Control Board to the 
Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Substance Abuse for use in the treatment of addiction. This 

bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P 1053. 

LD 834 An Act To Provide for 2 Veteran Service Officer Positions 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CAREY OTP-AM 
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This bill provides a General Fund appropriation of $172,000 for fiscal year 2009-10 and $165,000 for fiscal year 

2010-11 for 2 Veteran Service Officer positions and related travel and administrative costs. 

Committee Amendment ''A" (H-444) 

This amendment provides a General Fund appropriation of $86,000 for fiscal year 2009-10 and $82,500 for fiscal 
year 2010-11 for one Veteran Service Officer position and related travel and administrative costs. Funding for a 
Veteran Service Officer position was incorporated into the biennial budget as part ofLD 353. 

LD 835 An Act To Amend the Forcible Entry and Detainer Laws 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CLEARY OTP-AM H-162 

This bill allows a landlord in a forcible ent1y and detainer matter to amend orally or in writing a 7-day notice of 

termination of tenancy to a tenant and allows a landlord to combine a 7-day notice and a 30-day notice of 
termination of tenancy in one notice. This bill also requires a tenant to answer a forcible entry and detainer 
complaint in writing if the tenant wants a hearing on the matter. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-162) 

This amendment allows a landlord in a forcible entry and detainer 1natter to combine a 7-day notice and a 30-day 

notice of termination of tenancy in one notice. The amendment also provides that the notice may not be held invalid 
as a result of minor clerical errors. This amendment also reformats and makes other minor changes in current 
language. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PUBLIC 171 

--~-·---------

Public ~°'w 2009, chapte'.171 allows a Jal)dlord in a forcible entry and detainer matter to COll1\linea 7:day µotice and ·. • 
a30:day l)()tic~of terlllination ~f tenancy in one notice; .The law also provides that the. notice. mayn~t be held 
invalid as a result of minor clerical errors; 

LD870 An Act To Improve Transportation for Veterans 

Sponsor(s) 

ROTUNDO 
ROSENR 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-342 

This bill makes ongoing General Fund appropriations of$15,000 per year to support the operating costs of the 
disabled American veterans1 transportation network, which provides round-trip transportation services to Veterans1 

Administration medical facilities. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-342) 

This amendment incorporates a fiscal note. Funding to assist transportation of veterans for the purposes of medical 
care was included in the biennial budget, LD 353. 
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An Act To Amend the Reporting Requirements for Independent 

Expenditures for Political Campaigns 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DAVISG ONTP 

This bil1 amends the campaign finance laws to require that the report of independent expenditures include copies of 

mail pieces and print media. 

ONTP 

LD 899 An Act To Require Candidates for Public Office To Provide Proof of 

Citizenship 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

CEBRA 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill requires candidates running for office to show proof of United States citizenship in the form of a certified 
copy of the candidate's birth certificate and the candidate's driver1s license or other government-issued identification 

to the Secretary of State. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-183) 

This amendment removes reference to a birth certificate and driver's license as proof of United States citizenship. 

The amendment adds an official document issued by the Federal Government that proves United States citizenship 

as something to be presented to the Secretary of State by candidates for office in the State. 

LD 900 An Act To Prohibit Payments to Persons Who Collect Signatures for the 

Direct Initiative or People's Veto of Legislation 

Sponsor(s) 

CAMPBELL 
SULLIVAN 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill provides that a person may not pay or offer to pay a circulator of an initiative or a referendutn petition for 

circulating an initiative or a referendum petition. A circulator of an initiative or a referendum petition may not 

receive payment for circulating an initiative or a referendum petition. 
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An Act To Restrict the Size of Political Signs on Vehicles 

Sponsor(s) 

DOSTIE 
NUTTINGJ 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill restricts the size of political signs on privately owned moving vehicles and on nonmoving vehicles to a 

maximum of 25 square feet between 6 weeks prior to and one week after an election, primary or referendum. 

LD902 An Act To Provide the Right of First Refusal to Mobile Home Park 

Residents 

Sponsor(s) 

HILL 

HOBBINS 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

LTW 

This bill provides the tenants of a mobile home park that have incorporated as a cooperative affordable housing 

corporation with the right of first refusal to purchase the mobile home park from the owner within 45 days as long as 

it meets the same price, terms and conditions of any offer that the owner intends to accept to buy the park. 

LD903 An Act To Allow an Election Clerk To Request Proof of Identity from a 

Voter 

Sponsor(s) 

HILL 

RAYE 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill requires a voter to produce proof of identity if requested by an election clerk before receiving a ballot to 

vote. If the voter does not produce proof of identity, then the clerk may designate the voter's ballot as a challenged 
ballot. 

LD904 An Act To Permit Brew Pubs To Sell Half-gallon Containers of Malt 

Liquor 

Sponsor(s) 

SMITHN 

PLOWMAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-181 

This bill allows a small brewery that holds an on-premises liquor license to be able to sell, on the premises during 

business hours, malt liquor produced at the brewery in half-gallon containers to be consumed off the premises. 
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Committee Amendment "A" (H-181) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment pennits breweries that have a license to sell alcoholic beverages 

for on-premises consumption to sell malt liquor produced at the brewery to patrons for off-premises consumption. 

The arnend1nent places conditions on such sales, including the requirement that the 1nalt liquor be dispensed into 

bottles unique to the brewery and that are closed with a tamper-evident seal. Such bottles are not pe1mitted to be 

consumed on the premises, must be accompanied by a sales receipt and may not be sold after 10:00 PM. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P.;blic Law 2009,~hapter 167 peffilitsbre)"erlesthathave alice~~to s~llalcoholic beverages for on-p~emises 
consumption to sell malt liquor produced at the brewery to patrons for off-premises ponsumption. It places 

conditions on such sales, including the requirement that the malt liquor be dispense~ into bottles unique to the 

brewe1y and that are closed with a tamper-evident seal. Such bottles are not permitted to be. consumed on_th_e 

premises, must be accompanied by a sales receipt and may not be.sold after 10:00 PM. . 

LD921 An Act To Eliminate Maine Clean Election Act Funding for 

Gubernatorial Candidates 

DIED IN 

CONCURRENCE 

Sponsor(s) 

DAVISG 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

This bill eliminates Maine Clean Election Act funding for gubernatorial candidates. 

Amendments Adopted 

LD 923 Resolve, To Reduce Funding to Maine Clean Election Act Candidates 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

MCCORMICK OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-533 TRINW ARD 

S-287 

RESOLVE128 

This resolve provides that the amount distributed to certified candidates by the Commission on Governmental Ethics 

and Election Practices pursuant to the Maine Clean Election Act during the 20 I 0 election cycle must be 20o/o less 

than the amount distributed to certified candidates by the commission during the 2008 election cycle. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-287) 

This amendment removes the requirement that Maine Clean Election Act distributions for 2010 be reduced by 20o/o 
and provides that 20 I 0 distributions for certified legislative candidates be equal to the amounts distributed in 2008. 

The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

House Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (H-533) 

This amendment provides that the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices shall make 

distributions to legislative candidates certified as participating candidates under the Maine Clean Election Act at 

2008 levels and to gubernatorial candidates in accordance with the distributions provided by the Maine Revised 
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Statutes, Title 21-A, chapter 14. The amendment also directs the commission to establish rules to implement a 

provision of the Maine Clean Election Act that pennits certified candidates to accept contributions if the Maine 

Clean Election Fund is insufficient to make distributions. These rules are routine technical rules and are required to 

be posted on the commission's publicly accessible website. The amendment also requires the co1nrnission to report 

back to the Joint Standing Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs on how the distributions provided by Title 

21-A, chapter 14 are to be made. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve2009, chapter 128 requires the Commissionon Governmental Ethics and Election Practices to make 

distributions to legislative candidates. certified as pruticipaimg candidates under the Maine Clean Electio.n Act. at 

2008 levels and to gubernatorial canct.idates in accordance with the di~tributions provided bythe Maine Revised 

Statutes, Title 21-A,. chapter 14. The runendment also directs the conullission .to establ.ish rules to implement a 

provision of the M.aine Clean Election Act thatpermits ce1tified .candidates to accept contributions if the Maine · . 

Clean Election Fund is insufficient to make distributions, These rules are routine technical rules and are required to 

b~:p_osted __ on the ~-6mmi~sionis:publi_cty __ ac_cesSible w~bSite. -Tlie--am_e11d_ment also requires_ th~ cOmrnissi~n_to report 
back t8 the Joint Standing Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs on how the distributions provided by Title 

21-A, chapter14 are to'!Je made. 

LD 924 An Act To Clarify the Taxability of Promotional Credits in the State 

Gaming Laws 

PUBLIC 266 

EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PERRY J OTP-AM S-205 

This bill amends the Gambling Control Board laws to clarify that use of promotional credits awarded through a 

promotional program offered by a slot machine operator and approved by the Gambling Control Board are not 

included in the calculation of gross slot machine income and net slot machine income. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S~205) 

This amendment clarifies that promotional credits are not used in calculating payback percentage and that the 

winnings from promotional credits used to continue play of slot machines are considered gross slot machine income. 

It also adds an emergency preamble and emergency clause. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publl(\Law 2009, chapter 266 defines prhn{odonal ~reditru1d clarifies thatpromojjonal credits are not used in 
calculating payback percentage and. thatthe winnings from promotional credits used to continue play of slot 

machine!:( are conSidered gtOSs slot_niach'n1e incori:ie.: ThiS biii' :Was enacted as-an-~ergency-me3:sure C:ff~-Ctive June 
3, 2009: 

LD943 An Act To Reduce Lung Cancer Rates in Maine 

Sponsor(s) 

MARTIN JR 
PERRY J 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 
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This bill requires a landlord or lessor of a.residential building to test the residential building for radon every 5 years. 

If an unhealthy level of radon is detected, the landlord or lessor must notify the residents by posting a sign on the 

exterior entry doors of the residential building and sending certified letters to every unit and must mitigate the radon 

gas until it is reduced to a level not hazardous to human health. A violation is subject to a fine of up to $500. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-365) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment requires a landlord or other lessor of a residential building to test 

the residential building for radon by 2012 and every 10 years thereafter. The bill would have required testing every 

5 years. The amendment clarifies that the testing and mitigation, if necessary, must be performed by a person 

registered with the Department of Health and Human Services. If a level of radon at 4.0 picocuries per liter of air or 

above is detected, the amendment also requires landlords to mitigate the radon until it is reduced to a level below 4.0 

picocuries per liter of air. The mitigation must occur within 6 months or, if any local permits are required prior to 

mitigation, within 6 months of obtaining the necessary permits. The bill would have required mitigation 

immediately and did not include a specific radon level to trigger the mitigation requirement. The amendment 

reduces the financial penalty for a violation from $500 to $250. The amendment also requires persons registered 

with the department to include the street address of the property and any additional data required when reporting the 

provision of mitigation services under current law. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public La\\'200<), chapter .278 req;J,.,s a 1andlqrd or othe~ le;;or of a residential building totes! the reside~tial 
buildingfilrra<lon by2012 an.d every 1.0 ye~ thereafter. The law requires thatth.e testing imd mitigatio.n,.if 

necessruy, ri:mst.be performed by l" person registered with the J_)epartment.of I!"'.'lth. ~nd Iluman .Services .. ·. ~fa lev.el 
ofrado11at4:0 pico curies pediter of air or above is detected, the law requ~es l011dlords to mitigate the radon '!ntil .it 

is redu""dto alevel below4.0 picocuries per liter of air •. Tbemitigation must 09cU1' within 6 months or, if!llly local 

pei:mits are required prior to mitigation, within 6 mon!hs of obiainjng tlie necessary permits. When providirig 

1nitigation services, persons registered with the departmentmust include the street address of the property and any 

additional data required to be J't)POrted to the Department of Health and Human Services. 'I'he financial penalty fora 
violation•ofthe law is $250. 

LD948 An Act To Reduce the Cost of the Maine Clean Election Act 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

VANWIE ONTP 

This bill amends the Maine Clean Election Act by: 

1. Changing the amount allowed for a qualifying contribution from $5 to from $5 to $1 O; 

2. Requiring a minimum amount of qualifying contributions of $32,500 for a candidate for Governor, $1,500 for a 

candidate for State Senate and $500 for a candidate for State House of Representatives; and 

3. Allowing a paiticipating candidate to raise between September !st and October 15th of the election year $2,000 

for a candidate for State Senate and $1,000 for a candidate for State House of Representatives in amounts up to $50 

per donor who are registered voters of the candidate's district. 
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An Act To Reduce the Number of Qualifying Contributions Required 
for Special Elections under the Maine Clean Election Act 

Sponsor(s) 

BLANCHARD 

SCHNEIDER 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill reduces the amount of qualifying contributions required under the Maine Clean Election Act for special 

election candidates for the State Senate and the State House of Representatives to 75 contributions from registered 

voters for the Senate candidate and 25 contributions from registered voters for the House of Representatives 

candidate. 

LD 971 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Liquor Liability and Licensing 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BERRY OTP-AM H-325 

This bill amends the laws governing liquor liability and licensing. 

1. It requires that a licensee that holds a license for the sale of liquor to be consumed on the premises where sold to 

maintain liability insurance of no less than $400,000; 

2. It repeals the limitation on awards for damages under the Maine Liquor Liability Act; 

3. It repeals the written notice requirement to defendants under the Maine Liquor Liability Act; and 

4. It extends from 2 to 6 years the statute of limitations for bringing an action under the Maine Liquor Liability Act. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~325) 

This amendment replaces the bill. It increases the limitation on damages permitted under the Maine Liquor Liability 

Act from $250,000 to $350,000. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 24 7 increases the Jirn.itati~ri @ damages perlnitted und~rfu~ Maine Liquor LiabjlityAct 
J'rOJll $250,ooo to $350,000. · · · · · · 
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LD 978 Resolve, Directing the Commission on Governmental Ethics and 

Election Practices To Develop Recommendations for Ethical Standards 

for the Executive Branch 

RESOLVE88 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

RAYE OTP-AM S-173 

This bill expands the statutory duties of the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices to include 

jurisdiction over the executive branch of government. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-173) 

This amendment replaces the bill and establishes a resolve that directs the Commission on Gove1nrnental Ethics and 

Election Practices to examine existing ethical standards governing the executive branch and make advisory 

recommendations for the establishment of statutory ethical standards for the executive branch. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, ·chapter 88 directs th~ Commission.on G9vernmental Etwcsand ElectionPra~tices to exallline 
existing ethic.al standards gc>Verningthe executive branch and make advisory recommendatio11s for the establishment.·· 
ofstatutory ethical stan.dards for the.executive .branch. 

LD982 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Legislative Ethics 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

OTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill clarifies that the Commission on Gove1nmental Ethics and Election Practices may submit to the Legislature 

legislative proposals by com1nission members and staff in addition to legislative proposals based on suggestions 

from outside sources, as permitted in current law. The bill also defines ndomestic partner11 in the legislative ethics 

laws for purposes of conflicts of interest and annual reporting of sources ofLegislators1 income. 

Enacted Law Summary 

l'rtblic Law2009, chapter'.208 providesfu~ti~,;¢o~ission on Governmental.Ethics andEle~tion Practices illay 
submit to .fue Legislatllre legisl~tive ]lroposafs by comm.is.si.~n !Ilembersandstaff in additionto legislative proposals 

base~-_o_~;sugge_s#~~s fro111.outside __ so~~7s'-·:~--permjt:ted ~-current la~:: _The_ b~l _al_~_o:_ d~\mes, __ '~d_om_C~tic_pa~er_'-' ::~_ 
fbe legislative ethics laws for purpqses of cq11f1ictsofintere5t and annual reporting of sources ofLegislators' income. 
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LD983 An Act To Reduce the Risk of Hypothermia in Residential Rental Units 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SULLIVAN LTW 

The purpose of this bill is to reduce the risk of serious illness caused by exposure to cold conditions by clarifying the 
obligation to provide heat to residential rental units. Current law provides that it is a breach of the implied warranty 

of fitness for human habitation when a dwelling unit's heating facilities are not capable of maintaining a minimum 
temperatnre of at least 68 degrees Fahrenheit. This bill provides instead that it is a breach of the implied warranty 
when the dwelling unit's heating facilities do not maintain that minimum temperature. 

LD 989 An Act To Allow for a Dual Liquor License 

Sponsor(s) 

VALENTINO 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-425 

H-542 VALENTINO 

This bill allows an establishment licensed to sell beer or wine for consumption off premises to also have a license 
for on-premises consumption of beer and wine as long as the beer or wine is served to accompany a meal. 

Committee Amendment ''A" (H-425) 

Current law prohibits retail stores licensed to sell alcoholic beverages for consumption off the premises from 

allowing patrons to consume alcoholic beverages on the premises. This amendment establishes a dual liquor 

license for retail establishments that sell beer and wine to be consumed off the premises. The dual liquor 

license will allow certain off-premises licensees to serve beer and wine to be consumed on the premises. The 

licensee would be required to stock at least $35,000 in beer and wine, provide table seating for at least 16 

persons, have a full kitchen that prepares meals and has staff dedicated to accommodating customers 

purchasing items to be taken away from the store. Beer or wine could be served only when accompanied by a 

meal. A dual liquor license with a $600 annual fee would be issued in addition to the off-premises license. The 

amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

House Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (H-542) 

This amendment requires an establishment that has a dual liquor license to have 2 restrooms for patrons and requires 

that employees who sell or serve wine be at least 21 years of age. It also changes the committee amendment so that 
only wine may be served for on-premises consumption. 

Enacted Law Summary 

!'uhli~iaw 2009, ~hapter.438 authorizes the Department of Public Safety .to issue a cl~al liquor license that'IVould 

a~_,OW _c~~n 'estilblish!~_~tltS: licibn~~-4 t{Y ~ell win,~, for off-premi_~es consµn:izjt_i?ri to sell will~__;to_ be: cOnsU111~d on __ t~e , 
prell1ises:. Inonl.er to qu~lify for a dual liquor license, the off-premise licensee must stock at least$3~,000 wo1th of 
wine, h.avea full kitchen to servehota.nd cold lllf'als, offer table-seating for at least 16, have 2 restrooms <mdmust 
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~bt~ill mu;i~lpa! appr;va1r~r~ c1~~i Ii~euse. The i1oideror a <lu~!ii<iuor license must have ~t 1~~t2 employees \\':ho 
are 21 years of age or older; one dedicated to off-premises sales and the other dedicated to. on-premises service of 

wine. Wine_served-for ·an-ptem_iseS ·cons~mptloninuSt ac:c,ompany a mea} and filu_~t be dispen~ed from a s_epatate 
stock and_ can not be self-served_ by the customer. A dual 1iquor Iic6Ilsee may not serve 'Yine for on-premis~s 
consumption later than s:oo PM: 

LD990 An Act To Increase the Preservation Time for Municipal Campaign 
Finance Reports 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

RUSSELL ONTP 

This bill requires that a municipality with a population of 15,000 or more must retain campaign reports filed by 
candidates in municipal elections in that 1nunicipality for a period of not less than 12 years. 

LD 1008 An Act To Increase Consumer Choice for Wine 

Sponsor(s) 

INNES 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-366 

H-526 INNES 

This bill establishes a license to allow for the direct shipment of wine. The license allows certain in-state and 

out-of-state wineries to ship up to 12 cases of wine annually to recipients who are 21 years of age or older. The 
direct shipper or 3rd-party carrier contracted by the shipper must be shown proofof age in order to make a delivery. 
Wine shipments must be conspicuously labeled that they contain alcohol and may be delivered only to a person 21 
years of age or older. The bill requires that a direct shipper is required to pay all applicable taxes, including excise 

and premium taxes on wine. The bill establishes reporting requirements for direct shippers and lists specific 
penalties for specific violations of laws governing the direct shipment of wine. 

Committee Amendment "A" (HM366) 

This amendment strikes the provision in the bill that allows a farm winery to ship wine under its farm winery license 

and instead requires a farm winery to obtain a wine direct shipper license. The amendment increases the application 
and license fee from $100 to $200. The amendment clarifies that the wine shipment must be made to the person that 
is listed on the shipment invoice and that photo identification is required to verify the correct recipient and that the 

recipient is at least 21 years of age. It also requires a common carrier that ships wine to show proof of receipt by the 
purchaser by requiring a signed acknowledgement of the shipment. The amendment specifies that wine coolers are 
not permitted to be shipped under a wine direct shipper license. The amendment provides for greater detail in the 
reports submitted by direct shippers and provides that direct shippers are subject to the jurisdiction of the State for 

the purpose of enforcing direct shipment laws. The amendment strikes a provision that makes direct shipment 
without a license a violation of the Maine Unfair Trade Practices Act. It specifies that any person who knowingly 

causes a direct shipment to occur or receives a direct shipment when made without a license may be fined up to $500 
for a first offense and up to $1,000 for each subsequent offense. It also provides for up to a $5,000 fine for any 
direct shipper or common carrier who delivers to any person not 21 years of age or older. The amendment provides 

that wine shipped under a wine direct shipper license is not subject to the bottle deposit laws. The amendment 
requires the Depart1nent of Public Safety to administer the direct shipment of wine provisions within budgeted 
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resources. 

House Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (H-526) 

This amendment changes the requirements for delivery as proposed in Committee Amendment "A" in the following 

ways: 

1. It removes the requirement that the common carrier be approved by the bureau in the Department of Public Safety 

responsible for enforcing the liquor laws; 

2. It requires the shipment to be accompanied by a shipping label, instead of an invoice, that indicates the name of 

the shipper and the name and address of the recipient; and 

3. It requires the common carrier to obtain the signature of a person who is at least 21 years of age, and 

photographic identification, prior to delivering the shipment. The committee amendment allowed the shipment to be 

delivered only to the recipient. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Piib·li·c····ia.····.w .. -.... 2. o .. 09··'· ·c. hapter 3.·73 .. c. rea· .. t .. e. s a.·.dire. · c.t. s.hijlpe·r· -.1 ... i.censet. o .... ·fi .. ac .. ii. i.ta .. t·e· th. eshi··· .. rm .. entof ... wi.ne .. i .... nto.·. an.·· dou_ t .. o .. _fth_e_ . . . -·-. ' -.. - . . . .·.· 
state .direct!)' to co11s11mers. The la'Y authorizes theDepartme11t of Public SafetytoJssue a direct shipper license to a 
fannwin"ry in the state or other Winery holding a federal basic vvine.permit Adirectshipp~r ma)'onl)' ship wine 

fu.· .. att_h_.ey_ P .. ro_.d .. u .... c·· .. • .. in .. a.c. co_rdan. ce. with th.• .. rr.· ... fed __ • ... ·.r·a·l·.P··· enn .. _i.t._.A·.·.·.1 .. 1.shi __ ··.P. m .. _ .. e._.nts. m. _us .. t __ .b.· e cl_e. ar_IY .. la.b.eled t_h •. atthe.Y. _co···· ntain 
al~qhol ru;dthatth~y .r~~uire the ~ign~urr~_of a.1'er~o11 >itlea~tH years.of age. Ship~ents m'+'t b.e !ll~de by a ...•...• 
con111w11 carri~r that is required .to ship mtlyto the address listed ."11. the invoi~· and must request p~otoidentificatfol1 
to ve_dfy that. the 1'ecipient ofthe delivery is _at least21 year~ of ai:;e. A direct shipl'"ris pertnitted t() ship up to_ 12 • 
ca8es of wineperrecipient address in a calendar year, A direct shipper ~ust file detailed repqr!~ and submit 
req~ire_d'.5-.ales"' premium __ flhd e_xcise-tax9~;: -. -.~--direct shipp~i: __ or .c~mmon_ C~er_that ~Ow~gly shi_ps to SomeOlle, 

u. nd·e· .r .. _.2_.1 .. ·.Ye. a_ rs o .. f age ,_·.s. sitbJ_.· e_ ct to •.fi·n .. e up to. $5,000. ·Bottles shipped in accordance with a.direct shipper license 
are not subject to the beverage container law. . . . . . . .. . 

LD 1016 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Campaign Finance Reports and 

the Maine Clean Election Act 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM S-136 

Part A makes changes affecting campaign finance reports in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 21-A, chapter 13. 
Specifically, Part A: 

1. Clarifies that campaign finance reporting regarding ballot questions in towns and cities with a population of 

15,000 or more is not governed by chapter 13, subchapter 2; 

2. Retnoves the requirement that candidates must include their address in communications to voters such as signs 

and literature; 

3. Eliminates a provision regulating candidates'; use of endorsements, because the provision was invalidated by the 

Maine Supreme Judicial Court as unconstitutional; 

4. Adjusts the filing deadline for campaign finance reports due on the 42nd day before a general election for 
legislative and county candidates so that the reports are due at 11 :59 p.m. and clarifies that the reporting deadline 
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does not apply to municipal candidates; 

5. Removes the requirement that a traditionally financed candidate who has received or spent more than the initial 

payment received by a Maine Clean Election Act opponent must file an accelerated campaign finance report on the 

42nd day before an election, because all legislative candidates must file a full, itemized report by that deadline; 

6. Clarifies that the committees of political parties must report expenditures made to support or to oppose 

candidates; 

7. Adjusts the end dates of2 quarterly campaign finance reports filed by party committees to December 31st and 

June 30th so that the dates coincide with the end of quarters of the calendar year; 

8. Clarifies that municipal and county party committees are not required to file campaign finance reports on the 11th 

day before a primary election; 

9. Specifies that the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices may partially reduce late filing 

penalties from statutorily prescribed preliminary amounts ifthe commission finds that the preliminary amounts are 

disproportionately high; 

10. Pennits the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices to waive penalties against candidates 

for late financial reporting caused by interruptions in Internet service; 

11. Imposes a maximum penalty of$5,000 for the late filing of the candidate campaign finance report due on the 

42nd day before the general election; 

12. Amends the definition of 11political action committee" to include organizations receiving contributions above 

certain thresholds for the purpose of influencing elections; 

13. Clarifies the reporting procedures for political action committees that are raising and spending money to 

influence municipal elections; 

14. Requires political action committees organized outside the State that are raising or spending money to influence 

Maine elections to file financial reports on forms prescribed by the Commission on Governmental Ethics and 

Election Practices similar to in-state committees; 

15. Clarifies that ballot question committees must file financial reports and keep financial records in the same 

manner as political action committees; 

16. Clarifies that political action committees must keep records of their campaign finances for 4 years after the 

election to which the records pe1tain; 

17. Adjusts the end dates of2 quarterly campaign finance reports filed by political action committees to December 

31st and June 30th so that the dates coincide with the end of quarters of the calendar year; 

18. Clarifies that political action committees must report expenditures made to support or to oppose candidates; 

19. Requires political action committees to dispose of any surplus money before terminating, and clarifies the 

procedures for terminating a committee; and 

20. Imposes a single maximum of$ I 0,000 for all late filing penalties assessed against political action committees or 

ballot question committees. 
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Part B makes changes affecting the Maine Clean Election Act in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 21-A, chapter 14. 
Specifically, Part B: 

1. Clarifies that candidates who have committed substantial violations of the Maine Clean Election Act or the 
campaign finance law are ineligible to receive public campaign funding under the Maine Clean Election Act; and 

2. Adjusts the quadrennial deadline for the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices to publish a 
study report concerning the Maine Clean Election Act so that the report is due on the March 15th after a 
gubernatorial election. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-136) 

This amendment restores the require1nent for a participating candidate for the Legislature who has filed a "trigger 
report" to file an accelerated report 42 days before a primary election. This requirement is only for the primary 
election. As in the bill, an accelerated report is not required 42 days before the general election. The amendment 
would also clarify that the voters of this State may make $5 qualifying contributions over the Internet according to 
the procedures established by the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pub Iii: L~W2009, ~hapter i9o mal.<es changes affecting campaign finance reports in theI\1iri!1e Revised Statutes, 
Title 21-A, chapter 13: Speci(ically, the law: 

1.
0

~lari~estbatca1l1paignfi~anc6£portingregardingballot.questions in towns andcities.~ith·a population of 
15,000 or more is not.governed by chapter 13, subchapter 2; . ·· 

i. Renlovhtherequire~e1tthat :andidates mustincludetheii addre.ss il1 communications to voters.such as.signs 
and .literatilre; 

- - -.-__ _-- '- - - - - -

~-;:_ El~~t~_s __ a __ prov~_Si6_U':reg_ul3tfug _ci:rdid~tef --use- Of ~udorse1nents;'. b_eca~_e_ fue_proVisiO!l-was.:inVa1idat~d-l:JY-th~ 
Maine Supreme)udicial Court as unconstitutional; · · · . . 

4. Adills~the.fil:gd:atl,linefo~<:~paignfinanRe reportsdue·on'1te 42nd d~~efo~e·11.~eliera] e1"ctio11.for 
fegislatlve .. and county sandid~t~s ~o that the reports are due at.11.:.59 p,m; and cla,riffos that the reporting deadline. <··· . • .... 

does nofapply to municipalc"[ldidates;. . . . . 
. ·,--,·-~-";:":·.· __ -__ --_,;:.:<•:_;;i•,:_:;_;,·:-u • ._·:'~-:;,;._,, :<:::.--_-- <"_-"," • <._., '• • • _' __ ,_-,. __ ._,•·~--_,•/ ,:, " _- __ ' : ' 
5 .• parm~s th~t the committees of p~litic:tl patties must report expenditures made to support ()i to oppose 
candidates; . 
; ;-_- _________ -- -- .: -.--c: 

-~<:---:-_~;:_;-_---_<._;::_-.'--_:::--._:_-____ - - ;. ___ :·::-:-;<;;:: ____ .::--'_- ---- -- <-- :'._'_:- _. --------- -- : -- _.__ ; -- --
6 .. Adjusts the ~nd datesuf2 quarterly_clll);lpaign fil1ance reports filed by party committees to Decel!lher 31st ahd 
June 30th sothatthe dates coincide with the end of quatters of the calendar year; 

-- - ;'. ' ,:- - - ,.·.-: - - .-- --.: -- ---.· 

7. Clarifi~s thatmunicipal "!ld eoun!y pait)' comniittees are n~t required to file ~ll!llpaign finance report~ on the I Ith 
day before a primary election; . 
:- ->--- --_ -'.:-:-:--': --- -, 

$.Specifi~sth~tthe.Co~missi~n o!l (}overmn6ntal Ethics and Election Pra,tices may partially reduce late flling 
penalties fro!ll statutorily pre~crihed. preliniinary amounts if the commission finds tfot the preliminary a!llounts ar" •. 
disproportionately high; 

9. Permits the Commission oi(Goyemmental E;hicsal1d ftJectioJ<Practices .to~aive p~nalties. against candid~tes for 
late fin~llCial-repO~g cau_~e;:fby-:in_t~nupiions)n 1nterriersel~ide;·._ 

c .·· .. . ··.·.·.· .. ·.· .. · ... · · ...... ··.·· .. ·.·.... .. . · ... ··..... . .· .. · .. :-.• • ... -----.·· .• 

10, )mposes a ll1aximum penalty of $5,000 for th.e late filing of the. Ca[1didate campai!lll fil1ance report d~e on th~ 
42nd day beforethe general election; · . . . . 
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11: Ameiids the_ definition of"pcilitical action committee'' tO include organizati.ons receiving contributions above 
ce1tain thresholds for the purpose of influencing elections; · 

iz.; Clarifies the reporting procedures forpolitical action committees that are raising and spending money to . 
influence ri:tuni~~pal ·electioris; 

13;. Requires political action committees organized outside the State that are raising or spending money to influence 
Maine electionsto file financial reports on forms prescribed by the Commission on Governmental Ethics and 
Election .. PraCtic_es simil~to ln..:.state co_l11I11ittees; 

14.Specifies that ballot question committees must file financial reports and keep financial records in the same 
ma.illler,as.-politiCal ·act~Op_ co_minittees; 

15 ... Clarifiesthiitpolitical action committees must keep records of their campaign finances for 4 years after the 
election to which the ncords pertain; 
... ·.- ;',-,.-- .. :-. .·:· -_-.-- ----. - - . -

16. Adjusts th~'.end date~of 2 quarterly campaign finance reports filed by political action committees to December 
31st and Jime 30tl{so that the dates coincide .with the end of quarters of the calendar year; 

17, ·Clarifies thl\t political action committees must report expenditures made to support or to oppose candidates; 
-:-- -_-__ - •;, >.'-_:_ 

- -_ -- --- -

18. Req11iies political· action committees to dispose of any surplus money before terminating, and clarifies the 
procedures· ___ for_tenrihiatin.g: a_ committee;· apd 

19, Imposes a single maximum of $10,000 for all late filing penalties assessed against political action committees or 
ballot question conunittees; 

Chapter J90alsomakes. changes affecting the Maine Clean Election Act in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 21-A, 
cl)apter14 .. This portion of chapter 190: 

i?8hrifie~ that c:dldates whohav6 committ~d substantial violations of the Maine Clean Election Act or the 
c•un1>.rigii financ~ I~»' are ineligible to receive public campaign funding under the Maine Clean Election Act; 

7,; A~Just~the.<iuadrennial deadliJ1e for the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices to publish a 
study report. concetlli~gthe Maine Clean Election Act so that the report is due on the March 15th after a 
gnbernatorial election; and 

3 .. Clarifje~that the votel'S of this· Slate may make $5 qualifying contributions over the Internet according to the 
p!'()cedures established by the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices. 

LD 1025 An Act To Allow Choice of Wine by Maine Consumers 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SIMPSON ONTP 

This bill establishes a wine connoisseur permit. This permit provides that a person may order a total of 12 9-liter 
cases of wine per year shipped from a specialty wine permit holder by way of a common carrier. The fee for a wine 

connoisseur pennit is $75 per year. 
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This bill also grants routine technical rule-making authority to the Department of Public Safety's division ofliquor 

licensing and compliance to ensure that bottles of wine received under a wine connoisseur pennit comply with the 

bottle deposit law. 

The bill also establishes a specialty wine permit. The permit provides that a person who ferments, ages and bottles 

that person's own wine may ship up to 50 9-liter cases of wine annually to wine connoisseur permit holders. The 

annual fee for a specialty wine permit is $100. The bill also grants routine technical rule-making authority to the 

division to ensure that specialty wine permit holders sell and deliver the wine only to qualified wine connoisseur 

permit holders and directs the division to include annual reporting guidelines in the rules. 

The bill allows a farm winery license holder to sell wine outside of the State as long as the fann winery complies 

with the laws of the jurisdiction where the wine is delivered. 

The bill requires that, except fqr purchase by licensees, all purchases of liquor must be made in person. 

LD 1041 An Act To Alter the Mechanism by which a Political Party is a Qualified 

Party 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CAREY OTP 

This bill eliminates the requirement that for a political party to participate in a primary election it must poll at least 

5% of the total vote cast for Governor or President in either of the last 2 general elections and adds a new 

requirement that at least 10,000 members of the party must have voted in the last general election in order for the 

party to participate in a primary election. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pu~lic Law 2009, chapter 426 elilninates the requfremellt that for a political party J:o paJ"ticipate in a p1imary election 

it !Il~stpoll at)~ast 5% of the total vote cast forG0vemor or Preside_nt in either of the last 2general electio11s, and 

adds a new requirement that at;least} 0,000 membe~s of the party must have voted_ in the. last general election in 
order forthe party to participate in a primary elec.tion. 

LD 1065 An Act To Change the Campaign Finance Laws Pertaining to 

Campaign Contributions To Allow for Increases Indexed to Inflation 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

GOODALL LTW 

This bill raises the gubernatorial campaign contribution limit from $500 to $1,000 for any election. It also raises the 

campaign contribution limit for all other candidates from $250 to $350 for any election. This bill also allows a 

candidate to raise money for a primary and a general election at the same titne as long as the contribution is 

distributed into 2 separate accounts and that the total contribution does not exceed the total contribution limit of 

$2,000 for a gubernatorial candidate, not to exceed $1,000 for the primary election and $1,000 for the general 

election, or $700 for any other candidate, not to exceed $350 for the primary election and $350 for the general 
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election. The bill also ties the contribution limits to the Consumer Price Index published by the United States 

Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics every 2 years, with the calculations beginning in September 2011. 

An adjustment will be made based on the difference between the Consumer Price Index on the date of calculation 

and the Consumer Price Index on the date of the base period, September 1, 2009. If this adjustment does not create 

an amount that is a multiple of $25, it will be rounded to the nearest multiple of $25. The bill also authorizes the 

commission to submit legislation to adjust the contribution limits to reflect the indexing. 

LD 1074 An Act To Promote Responsible Sales of Alcoholic Beverages ACCEPTED ONTP 

REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

PERRY A 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill requires that any person who sells or serves alcoholic beverages to any person must verify that person's age 

through photo identification. It also requires that licensees post a sign regarding that requirement in a prominent 

location visible to patrons of the establishment. The bill requires any person hired by a licensee who will sell or 

serve alcoholic beverages to successfully complete seller server training within 30 days of employment. The bill 

adds to the approval criteria for training courses that refresher courses be available and that training be available 

online. Finally, this bill requires the Commissioner of Public Safety to recommend graduated penalties for failure to 

comply with the identification requirement proposed in this bill. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-266) 

This amendment removes the requirement that licensees who sell or serve alcoholic beverages get mandatory 

training. It also changes from 27 to 35 years of age the maximum age of a person who may be required to present 

identification to purchase alcoholic beverages. 

LD 1080 Resolve, To Create a Working Group To Study Landlord and Tenant 
Issues 

Sponsor(s) 

TUTTLE 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-489 

S-319 BARTLETT 

Committee Amendment "A'' (H-489) 

RESOLVE137 

This amendment replaces the resolve and changes the title. The amendment directs the Attorney General to convene 

a working group to study ce1tain issues related to the laws governing landlords and tenants rather than establishing a 

blue ribbon commission with Legislators as proposed in the bill. The amendment requires the Attorney General to 

notify members of the Joint Standing Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs of working group meetings and 

provide copies of minutes of meetings. The amendment requires the working group to report to the Joint Standing 

Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs by January 15, 2010. It also adds an appropriations and allocations 

section. 

House Amendment "B" To Committee Amendment "A" (H-546) 
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This amend1nent removes the Attorney General or the Attorney General's designee from the working group to study 

issues related to landlords and tenants. 

House Amendment "B" to Committee Amendment "A0 was adopted in the House, but indefinitely postponed in the 

Senate. The substantive .Provisions in House Amendment 11B" were incorporated into Senate Amendment 11A 11
• 

House Amendment "A'' To Committee Amendment "A" (H-544) 

This amendment removes the Attorney General or the Attorney Generars designee from the working group to study 

issues related to landlords and tenants. 

House Amendment "An to Committee Amendment "A" was not adopted. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment 11A" (S-319) 

Like House Amendment nB" to Committee Amendment "A" (H-546), this amendment removes the Attorney General 

or the Attorney GeneraJ1s designee from the working group to study issues related to landlords and tenants. This 

amendment also strikes the provision of staffing assistance being provided by the Legislative Council. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resol\'e2009,chapler 137 directs tl1~ ~xecutive Director of the'. Main~ SU!teHousing Authorit-yto convene a· 
working gr~up to study cel'(ain issues relat~d to the Jaws govef)liJig landlc>rds and tenants. The resolve requires the 
working grtiup to rf'.POJi to the_ Joint Standing Conunittee on Legal and Vet_er~s Affairs by Januaiy 15, 2010. 

LD 1081 An Act To Clarify the Laws on Licensing for Charitable and Fraternal 

Organizations and Games of Chance 

Sponsor(s) 

TARDY 

TRAHAN 

Collllllittee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill allows nonprofit organizations to conduct games of chance without a license. 

LD 1110 Resolve, Directing the Bureau of Maine Veterans' Services To Report on 

Homeless Veterans 

Sponsor(s) 

CORNELL DU HOUX 

SULLIVAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-265 

This resolve establishes a study commission to review and examine, in consultation with a representative of the 

Veterans Administration, the issue ofhonieless veterans, who are reported to constitute at least 1/3 of the nation's 

homeless population, and to examine causes, possible solutions and what further assistance can be given to homeless 

veterans in the State. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-265) 

This amendment replaces the resolve and directs the Department of Defense, Veterans and Emergency Management, 

Bureau of Maine Veterans1 Services to work with existing groups to examine the issue of homeless veterans and 
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recommend possible solutions and ways to assist veterans who are homeless. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 72 d4;'cts the Departrn~nt of Defense; V~terans and.Emergency JY1at1agement, Bureau of 
Maine Veterans' Services to-work_with existing groups-_to.exaniine the,issue of homeless veterans and recommend 
possible solutions and ways tc>assist veterans who ar~ homeless. 

LD 1111 An Act To Promote Transparency and Accountability in Campaigns 

and Governmental Ethics 

Sponsor(s) 

TRINWARD 
SULLIVAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-282 

This bill concerns transparency and accountability in campaigns and legislative ethics. The bill amends the 
definition of 11 gift. 11 The bill changes the provisions regarding conflict of interest and undue influence. It makes the 
legislative standard for conflict of interest clearer and requires that Legislators be financially affected to a 

significantly greater extent than members in the same enterprise, profession, trade, business or type of employment 
in order to have a conflict of interest. It requires lobbyists to submit a digital picture and a list of the committees 
they will be lobbying and the publishing of a lobbyist listing so that Legislators will have a better sense of who the 

lobbyist they interact with represents. It changes the definition of 11close economic associate." It prohibits 
candidates and their spouses from serving as campaign treasurers and deputy treasurers. It establishes a contribution 
limit to political action committees of $10,000 from any one source per election cycle. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-282) 

This amendment replaces the bill. Like the bill, this amendment makes changes to the type of conduct that would be 
considered undue influence, which is a violation of legislative ethics, by a Legislator. In addition, this amendment 
clarifies the definition of 11gift" for the purposes of governing legislative ethics. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PUBLIC 258 

Public La~. wo9'.~h~pterZ5S ~men.ds the definition of gift with regfild to disclosures requh'i<l by legislators and - ~ ....... . 

!!mends !helaws.that govem_violations oflegislativeethics to.clarifywhatconst.itutesundue influence,• 

LD 1112 An Act To Establish a Recall Procedure for Elected Officials ONTP 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

JOY ONTP 

This bill establishes a recall procedure for federal, state and local elected officials. 
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LD 1168 An Act To Allow the Taste Testing of Malt Liquor and Spirits 

Sponsor(s) 

HARVELL 

SIMPSON 

Committee Report 

ONIP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill allows taste testing of distilled spirits in agency liquor stores and malt liquor in retail stores with 

off-premises licenses in the same manner and under the same conditions as wine taste testings are currently 

conducted. 

LD 1169 An Act To Amend the Election Laws 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

TRINWARD OTP-AM H-311 

This bill adds to the definition of 11immediate fami1y 11 and provides a definition for the 11public counter11 mechanism 

on a voting device. The bill establishes a retention period for direct initiative of legislation and people's veto 

petitions. The bill also clarifies the registrar's consideration of residency factors in determining the voting residence 

of an applicant and provides factors for the registrar to consider in verifying the identity of a voter. The bill expands 

the 11 fail safe 11 provision for a voter who moves to a new state before a presidential election from 30 days to 60 days 

before the election. The bill also provides that United States citizens who have never lived in the United States may 

register to vote at the Maine voting residence claimed by either of the person's parents. The bill increases the voter 

registration period before a presidential year municipal caucus from at least 30 minutes to at least one hour. The bil1 

requires that decisions made by the authority hearing an appeal from a voter registration decision must be issued to 
the voter in writing. The bill authorizes the Secretary of State to determine the form of the registrar's enrollment 

certification on candidate petitions. It also clarifies that petition circulators must take oath that they "personally 

witnessed 11 all the signatures to the petition, rather than simply swearing that the signatures were 1nade in the 

circulator1s presence. The bill removes the requirement that a candidate1s residence must be listed on the ballot. The 

bill changes the requirements for the number of copies of postings at the voting place from 2 to one and adds a new 

requirement for posting the list of declared write-in candidates next to the sample ballot. The bill amends the 

requirements for casting a write-in vote and clarifies the requirements for when a write-in vote may be counted. The 

bill further specifies the procedures for the counting of ballots by the election clerks. The bill changes the 

requirement for the Secretary of State to publish uniform guidelines for determining voter intent into rule-making 

authority and restores the authority of the Secretary of State to adopt mies governing recount procedures. The bill 

clarifies the requirement for when a copy of the voting list must be provided to the clerk after a recount. The bill 

also changes the references for absentee ballot e-mail requests to requests made by nelectronic means. 11 The bill 

clarifies the time period allowed for early processing of absentee ballots and requires municipalities that wish to 

process absentee ballots early to provide a copy of the notice of election to the Secretary of State by 30 days before 

the election. The bill prohibits a candidate from assisting an absentee ballot. This bill requires that an applicant for 

a direct initiative of legislation must submit a summary that explains the purpose and intent of the direct initiative 

along with the application form and allows the Secretary of State to have a 15-business-day period to review the first 

draft of the application. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-311) 
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This amendment adds definitions for "declared write-in candidate" and 11undeclared write-in candidate. 11 The 

amendment extends the period during which the Secretary of State must maintain direct initiative of legislation and 

people1s veto petitions after the appeal period from 2 to 6 months. This amendment clarifies that the restriction on 

the registrar running for or holding office only applies to the electoral division in which the registrar is appointed 

and prohibits a candidate1s treasurer from serving as a registrar in that electoral division. It removes a provision in 

the bill that eliminates the requirement that the municipality of residence be listed next to candidates printed on the 

ballot. The amendment clarifies that municipality of residence is not required to be listed for candidates for the 

office of President and Vice President of the United States. This amendment requires the Secretary of State to 

include the names of declared write-in candidates on the election return forms and requires v.rrite-in candidates to 

file their declarations of write-in candidacy with the Secretary of State 45 days before elf:ction day. It also removes 

the term "valid" when referring to write-in candidates who meet the declaration deadline. The amendment also adds 

language regarding candidate petition validity when signatures on those petitions do not meet the requirements 

prescribed but are also not proven to be fraudulent. The amendment also facilitates the use of the accessible voting 

system by persons with disabilities to cast a vote for a declared write-in candidate. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public La~200Jl, chapter253 makes several changes tOth;,Jaws go\'eming electkms. It requires the Secretar£of 
St:Ue to keep direct iriitiativ~ and people's veto petitions in the Office ofthe Secretary ?fState for 6 mo~ths after anY. 
appeal period h~ passed. Th" lawprovides that~ p!Ul1icipal registrarmay not be treasurer for a candidate su}Jject to 
!lll elestion intbe electoral di\'ision in which the{ei;istrar is appointed. It also requires th~t a registration appeals 
board 1nustis~l.le decisions pertaining to. v0ter registration to the voter in ~tingand include inf01mation on hovy to 
appeal the decisio~; The .law lists forms of identificatiou tbat may be offered by~ person who wishes to register to 
)'.Ote .. •The law.provides that a person vyho is ~citizen .the United States and has never liveq in the United State.s may 
register to.vote where that. person's parent is a.qualified elector. Th~ law specifies when a registr'.11' is required to be . 
present at the time of a municipal caucus .. 'fl1e law. also changes the criteria for .~etermining the validity of c!llldidate 
p_eti_t_ions Or_ initi_ativ~_ and peop_Ie's.;",eto petitions-whe~ ~ig~at_rir~s_-pn-those :p_~titions-do_-not m~_t the requirements_.of 
the law,inclucling whether or not the circulator personally witnessed the signature being written on the petitio11: The. 
lavy provides jhat municipality of resid.ence is not req~iredto be printed on the ballot for write-in candidates m 
candidates forJ>residellt my ice J'~fMent ?f the I]nited States. The law also specifie"c that a declared write-in 
candidate is a vyrite-in candidate who bas registered prior \o 45 days before au election. {)J11Y ""ite-in candidates 
thatmeetthe standard of a declared write in candidate are included in the count when votes are tabulated. The Jaw 
~oesprovi~foran,cowif proc~~s fo.rwideclared ~te~in ~!Uldidates vyho agree to fund ~uch .a recoun( The law•.· 
provides that a p!unicipality ma)'. not process absentee balloti; prior to thedose of the polls on election day if proper 
notice is not provided by5:00 PM on.the 30th.day p1ior to election ~ay. Chapter 253 provides for ~n audio ballot ... 
that provides an aural presentation of declared write-in c~djdates as !lll accessible voting a~cotnmo~ation. The law· 
also requires applicants for a direct initiative t? include ~ sutnmarytbatexplains the intent and pmpo~e of the direct 
Initiative ,,]9?g withthetex.t of the lai.y subject 1" the initiative .. It also pwvides the secretary of State an additional 
5 business days to reyiew tbe proposed law for proper form. 

LD 1170 Resolve, Directing the Secretary of State To Report on the Accuracy of 

Election Results 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

TRINWARD OTP-AM H-187 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. 

This bill seeks to formalize the accuracy of voting by using the recounts that presently exist in a more formalized 

way. 
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Committee Amendment "A" (H-187) 

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve directing the Secretary of State to examine recent election recounts 
and compare the election night vote tally with the recount vote tally for those elections. The Secretary of State is 

required to submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs by February 15, 2010 and 
include recommendations for a fonnal system of examining election recount results to provide infonnation on the 
accuracy of elections in the State. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Res.olve 2009, chapter 55 directs the. Secretary of. State to examine ~ecent election recounts; and compare the election 
night vote tally with the reC(>UDt vo'.e tally for those elections .. The. Secretary of State is required to submit a report · 
to the Joint Stanping Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs by February 15, 2010 and include recommendations · 
for a_fo1mal _system of examining-e,lection -recount-results-to prOvide infomlation_ on the accuracy of electiol'l:~ in the 
State; 

LD 1189 An Act To Simplify and Improve the Maine Clean Election Laws 

Sponsor(s) Committee Rep01i Amendments Adopted 

MILLSP ONTP 

This bill amends the Maine Clean Election Act and combines seed money and qualifying checks into one composite 
qualifying system. Qualifying contributions are defined as any amount of$5 to $100 payable to the candidate or the 
campaign. To qualify, the candidate must raise contributions in numbers and amounts as follows: 

1. For a gubernatorial candidate, a minilnum of 3,250 contributors who contiibute a total amount of$32,500; 

2. For a candidate for the State Senate, a minimum of 150 contributors who contribute a total amount of$1,500; and 

3. For a candidate for the House of Representatives, a 1ninimum of 50 contributors who contribute a total amount of 
$500. 

The number of required contributors remains the same as in present law, but the minimum amount of money 
required is doubled from $5 per contributor to what would be an average of$10 ifonly the minimum number of 
contributors were obtained. Each $5 contribution still counts and contributions up to $100 are acceptable. 
Instead of submitting contributions to the commission, the candidates will submit only the acknowledge1nent signed 

by each contributor as evidence of the payment and support. Candidates will retain and use for campaign purposes 
all amounts collected. Because seed money is abolished and blended into the system for qualifying contributions, all 

private financial support must come in the fonn of qiialifying contributions from voters within the candidate1s own 
district. Distributions from the Maine Clean Election Fund are reduced by 112 of the qualifying contributions 
collected. 

The qualifying period for any candidate is amended to start whenever the candidate files a declaration of intent. The 
qualifying period for an unenrolled candidate continues to end on June 2nd of each election year. The 
corresponding date for a party candidate remains at April 15th. 

The bill makes clear that no revenue from the Maine Clean Election Fund may be pledged or applied to the 
collection of qualifying contributions. 
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The bill also adds a private funding option for candidates. Before April 15th of an election year, a candidate whose 

campaign is supported by private contributions may elect to be covered by the matching fund protections of the 
Maine Clean Election Act if the candidate agrees to limit and does limit campaign contributions and expenditures to 
the amount that would be authorized for distribution to the candidate if the candidate were qualified as a Maine 
Clean Election Act candidate. A candidate making such an election is entitled to public matching funds as if the 

candidate had qualified as a Maine Clean Election Act candidate. 

LD 1195 An Act To Allow Noncitizen Residents To Vote in Municipal Elections ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

AL FOND 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill authorizes municipalities to allow noncitizen residents to vote in municipal elections. 

LD 1197 An Act To Improve the Maine Clean Election Act 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

GOODALL OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

S-214 

S-246 DAMON 

S-291 SULLIVAN 

This bill makes several changes to the laws governing clean elections and governmental ethics. 

The bill amends the laws governing legislative ethics by expanding upon the prohibitions on certain campaign 
contributions from and solicitations of lobbyists, lobbyist associates or employers. It clarifies that the prohibitions 

apply to contributions to a political action committee closely associated with a Legislator, Governor or constitutional 

officer. 

The bill amends the definition of "contribution" under the campaign reporting laws to clarify that the 40-hour 

limitation applies to individual employees1
; contributions and not to the state party committee as a whole. 

The bill amends the reporting requiren1ents for political action committees found in the Maine Revised Statutes, 
Title 21-A, section I 059 to equalize the aggregate dollar threshold of their reporting requirements for contributions 
made within the final 2 weeks of an election with the aggregate threshold for candidates, found in Title 21-A, section 

1017, subsection 3, paragraph C. 

The bill requires a certified Maine Clean Election Act candidate to provide explanations of payments 1nade to 
political committees to the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices to ensure that payments are 

made solely to promote that candidate's election. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-214) 
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This amendment strikes the provisions of the bill that propose to change the definition of ncontribution" as it relates 
to assistance provided by party employees and the increase in the trigger from $500 to $1,000 that would require 
political action committees to file 24-hour reports. The amendment maintains the provision in the bill that expands 
the prohibition on ce1iain campaign contributions from and solicitations of lobbyists as they apply to political action 
committees closely associated with a Legislator, Governor or constitutional officer. It also maintains the provision 
that requires more detailed information regarding payments made to political action committees by candidates 
participating in the Maine Clean Election Act. The amendment also increases the number of qualifying 
contributions required of legislative candidates to 175 for candidates for the Senate and to 60 for House candidates. 
It makes the qualifying period for legislative candidates seeking Maine Clean Election Act certification end on April 
20th. It changes the distribution to unopposed legislative candidates in a general election from 40% to 33% of the 

distributions to candidates in a contested general election. Finally, this amendment raises the contribution limits in 
traditionally funded campaigns to $750 for gubernatorial and $350 for all other races. Beginning December I, 2010 
those contribution limits will be automatically adjusted every 2 years based on the Consumer Price Index and 
rounded to the nearest $25. The amendment also requires the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election 
Practices to adopt rules that will permit the collection of general election contributions during a primary election 
cycle. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-246) 

This amendment is being presented on behalf of the Committee on Bills in the Second Reading to prevent a conflict 
by incorporating a change made to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 21-A, section 1122, subsection 7, paragraph A 

in Public Law 2009, chapter 190. 

Senate Amendment "B" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-291) 

This amendment extends the qualifying period for State Senate or State House of Representatives candidates 
participating in the Maine Clean Election Act until the next business day ifthe office of the Commission on 
Governmental Ethics and Election Practices is closed on the last day of the qualifying period. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PublicLaw 2009, ch!lpter 286 amends the ]aw that. prohibits the acceptance of co~tributio11s from loJ:>byiststo the . 
Goveino>, a member of the Legislature or a constitutional officer:during the time when the Legislature is in session·. 

~o _aJs?_-ill§lu~_e: co_ntrib_utio,µs io __ a p~liti_cal acti_o~_-cO~ittee,_.bhllat' m·eas~r~_- c"Onunitt~e_-_()~,-P~ __ :C?mmitte~ _-o~whi~il 
th~ _G?~~1n9r:-~e_m_b-~r of.the,Leg;isl_ature or-~ 'co~tituti_onal-offi_c_ef i~--~ tre_asur~r~ -offic~f~_-pr~~r)r fund_~raise_r ~r_:. ,, 
~ecisi~nmaker. It also.increases.the contrib~tioµJimits for candidates from $5~0t~ $750 for gubernatorial . 
pa11did~tes and from $250 to $350 for legislative."l'd oth~r ~andidates. Beginning December 2010, those 
contrib.ution limits will be automatically adjusted in.accordance with the Consumer Price Index. every 2 years; 

- - ~, :.>-

Chapter 286 also ame.nds theMalne Clean Election Act to. allow forquaiifying contrilmtiolls to he in an. amount of 

,$5 or more, It !llakes the.<jualifying period fodegislative .candidates from January.1st to April 20th of an election 
year.c It raises the numberof qualifying contributions require~ fro!ll 150 to 175 for Senate candidates and from 50 to 

60 for· candidates fort!)°' House ofRep1·"."~ntative.s. The la~ provides .that distribution ofMain.e Clean Election · 
Fundsto u~confested candidate.s li} general elections wiUbe 33% of the ainount distributed to 9ontested c~ndidates. 
The law also r~quire.s greater detail when r~porting payment of Maine Clean Election fuµds to a political action 
committee or~ party committee by a participating candidate; . . . 
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LD 1210 An Act Regarding Volunteer Lobbyists 

Sponsor(s) Committee Repmt Amendments Adopted 

CAREY 01P-AM H-310 

This bill provides that a person who acts as a lobbyist or a lobbyist associate for a nonprofit organization whose only 

compensation for that lobbying is rehnbursement for travel expenses and the employer of that person are exempt 

from the requirement to pay a registration fee. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-310) 

This amendment replaces the bill. It provides that a person is not considered a lobbyist if that person receives only 
reimbursement for out-of-pocket expenditures for lobbying-related activities made during the course of lobbying and 

is not otherwise compensated. 

Enacted Law Summary 

p.;!)1fCi:aw2009;cfail!eri34 r§~idcsthat ape~i;ikis ,;~ ¢(}nsidered-a.10bbyist if thatpersbnreceiv~~.;;,iy 
reimburselilent foro11t-of,po<;ket expe,nditures for lobbying-related.activities made during!hepmrseoflobbying an.d 
is not otherwise compensated; · · 

LD 1247 An Act To Prohibit Maine Clean Election Act Candidates from Raising 

Private Campaign Funds 

Sponsor(s) 

GILES 
SMITHD 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ON1P 

This bill prohibits Maine Clean Election Act candidates from establishing or participating in political action 
committees to influence the election or defeat of legislative candidates or to support that candidate1s effort to be 

elected to a legislative leadership position. 

PUBLIC234 

ONTP 

LD 1248 An Act Authorizing a Scratch Ticket with Proceeds To Benefit Native 

American Boys and Girls Clubs 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

SOCTOMAH 
SULLNAN 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
01P-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill directs the State Liquor and Lottery Commission to develop a Native American lottery game. The bill also 
establishes a Native American Boys and Girls Club Fund and a Native American Boys and Girls Club Fund Board. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-242) 
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This amendment adds an appropriations and allocations section to the bill. 

LD 1249 An Act To Raise the Campaign Contribution Limit 

Sponsor(s) 

HARVELL 

MILLSP 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill raises the contribution limit to $1,000 for a gubernatorial candidate and other candidates. 

LD 1250 An Act To Amend the Maine Clean Election Act Relating to Seed 

Money 

Sponsor(s) 

HARVELL 

SHERMAN 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill increases the seed money contribution a participating candidate may receive from $100 to $250 per 
individual. It also increases the amount of seed money that can be raised by a candidate for the State Senate from 
$1,500 to $3,000 and from $500 to $1,000 for a candidate for the State House of Representatives. The bill also 
directs the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices to amend its rules to decrease by $1,500 the 

amount of seed money a candidate for the State Senate may receive as a Maine Clean Election Act candidate and to 
decrease by $500 the amount of seed money a candidate for the State House of Representatives may receive as a 
Maine Clean Election Act candidate. 

ONTP 

ONTP 

LD 1308 An Act To Allow the Importation of Wine into the State for Individuals 

through Specific Ports of Entry 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

WEBSTER 

BARTLETT 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP M1N 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill establishes a license to allow for the direct shipment of wine to registered shipment outlets. The license 
allows certain in-state and out-of-state wineries to ship up to 12 cases of wine annually to such registered outlets for 

pick-up by consumers who are 21 years of age or older. The registered shipment outlet must be shown proof of age 
in order to release a delivery to a consumer. Wine shipments must be conspicuously labeled that they contain 
alcohol and may be delivered only to a person 21 years of age or older. The bill requires that a direct shipper is 

required to pay all applicable taxes, including excise and premium taxes on wine. The bill establishes reporting 
requirements for direct shippers and lists specific penalties for specific violations of laws governing .the direct 
shipment of wine. 
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An Act To Clarify the Use of Instant Redeemable Coupons with 

Alcoholic Beverages 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

FITTS 011'-AM MAJ 
ONfP MIN 

H-190 

This bill allows for spirits manufacturers to include instant redeemable coupons with spirits products listed for sale 
by the State Liquor and Lottery Commission. It also specifies that instant redeemable coupons and other promotions 
attached to or included in spirits products packages be attached or inserted by the manufacturer. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-190) 

This amendment makes a technical correction to the bill and clarifies that coupons attached to spirits sold by 
reselling agents to on-premiSe retail licensees are for the benefit of the on-premise retail licensee. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P~blic.Law.2009, chapter·l.45 alfow~f~r spiri~manufacturers.to. includ;, instant red°:.ernahle coupon; with~irits 
pf()ductsJisted for sale by th~StateLiquonmdLottery Commission; It a.Isa spe~ifies thatinst"!'tredeemable .. 
coupons arnl other promotions attached to or included in spirits products packages be attache.d or inserted by the 
manufacturer; 

LD 1327 An Act To Update Department of Defense, Veterans and Emergency 

Management Laws 

Sponsor(s) 

TRINWARD 

PLOWMAN 

Committee Report 

011'-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-390 

H-467 TRINWARD 

H-567 TRINW ARD 

This bill provides that any person subject to the Maine Code of Military Justice who behaves in a manner that is 
prejudicial to the good order and discipline of the military forces or that discredits the military forces must be 
punished as a court-martial may direct and that any such person who violates any state or federal criminal law must 

be punished as a court-martial may direct. 

This bil1 also changes the title of the director of the Maine Veterans' Memorial Cemetery System to superintendent 
and the title of veteran advocate to veteran service officer. It requires schools that provide tuition assistance 
pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 37-B, section 505, subsection 2 to provide the Department of Defense, 

Veterans and Emergency Management, Bureau of Maine Veterans1 ~ervices certain information so that the bureau 
may properly administer certain educational benefits. It clarifies Maine Veterans' Homes eligibility requirements. 

This bill also authorizes the Commission to Protect the Lives and Health of Members of the Maine National Guard 
to act as a panel to review cases involving death or disability of members of the Maine National Guard. When the 
commission or a subcommittee of the commission acts as such a review panel, its proceedings and records are 

confidential and are not subject to subpoena, discovery or introduction in a civil or criminal action. Conclusions of 
the panel may be disclosed, but no confidential infonnation may be released. 
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Committee Amendment "A" (H-390) 

This amendment strikes the section of the bill that stated that any person subject to the Maine Code of Military 

Justice who violates any state or federal criminal law must be punished as a court-martial may direct. The 

amendment also provides greater detail regarding a case review panel that is part of the Commission to Protect the 

Lives and Health of Members of the Maine National Guard. As amended, this bill was reviewed and evaluated by 

the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary pursuant to Maine Revised Statutes, Title 1, section 434, which requires 

review and evaluation of new exceptions to the laws governing public records. 

House Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (H-467) 

This amendment makes clarifying changes to Committee Amendment 11A11 regarding confidential records of the Case 

Review Teatn of the Commission to Protect the Lives and Health of Members of the Maine National Guard. 

House Amendment "A" (H-567) 

This amendment adds authorization for the Adjutant General to sell the Fort Kent and Gardiner annories and allows 

for a real-property exchange of the armory in Portland. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P~blic Law 2009, chapter 406 amends the law tb allow for the sale of flJeFort K.ent and Gardiner0rmories and 

allmvs for the sale of all or a portion of the armory in located Bath,. It also allows f()r th<; transfer ()fproperty .with .• 

regard to the arll!ory)ocated in .Portland. The law alsospecifies th.at any pers~usubje~tto the Code of Military. 

Justfoein acc?rdance 'YithTitle 37-B who behaves in amanner that. is prejudiciiilt~ the good qrder and disdplineof 

the military forces must be pupished as a court-martial may direct. .The Jilwrequires a s.chool that provides tuition. 

~Si_stan~ __ to_-~eterari_~;therr spous-e_ qr_ deperidan_t~f to _prOvide cerraiii i~o~~atio_n_ s#h--a_S_ elll"~nffi~~i VerifiCation,_ 
grade point average and transcripts so the Bureau of Veterans Services lllayproperly administer those edu~ational 

benefits .. The law also establishes a case review te!!fil within the Commission to Protect the Lives. and Health of 

Members ofthe Maine National Guard. 

LD 1328 RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine 

Concerning Early Voting and Voting by Absentee Ballot 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ADAMS LTW 

This resolution proposes to amend the Constitution of Maine to require the Legislature to authorize a process to 

allow a qualified voter to vote at a polling place in or outside of the voter's election district during the 2I~day period 

immediately preceding an election. It also changes an allowable reason for absentee voting from absence or physical 

incapacity to any reason deemed sufficient. 
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LD 1329 An Act To Allow a Resort Casino in Oxford County ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

MILLETT 
ROSENR 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill authorizes a gaming operator to operate a gaming facility at a single site in Oxford County. The legislative 
body and voters of any municipality in which the site is located must approve the site for the operation of the gaming 
facility. The gaming facility is authorized to contain slot machines, bazaar games conducted solely for merchandise 
prizes, lottery games, video facsimiles, card games, table games and other games of chance, including without 

limitation blackjack, poker, dice, roulette, baccarat, money-wheels and bingo. 

The initiated bill removes the limit on the total number of slot machines that are allowed to be registered in this 

State. The bill provides that, other than the approved commercial race tracks in the State that operate slot machines, 
the gaming facility must be the only gaming facility in the State for at least I 0 years. The bill provides for 
regulation of the gaming facility by the Department of Public Safety, Gambling Control Board. 

The bill requires the gaining operator to pay to the State 40o/o of the total gross gaming device income. This money 
paid to the State must be used for the following purposes: 

1. Nineteen and one half percent of the total gross gaming device income must be distributed to economic 
development funds to be used for statewide projects and projects in Oxford County; 

2. Nineteen and one half percent of the total gross gaming device income must be distributed to transportation 

infrastructure funds to be used for statewide projects and projects in Oxford County; and 

3. One percent of the total gross gaming device income must be distributed to the host municipality. 

LD 1330 An Act Regarding Gaming by Charitable Organizations 

Sponsor(s) 

BRYANTM 
BRYANTB 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This bill repeals the existing chapter of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 17 on games of chance and replaces it with 
a new chapter. The provisions governing games of chance are the same but structured differently with the intent of 
clarifying the provisions within the chapter. This bill makes changes to cross-references in order to comply with the 

new section numbers assigned to the games of chance provisions. The only substantive change made by the bill is to 
the definition of 11slot 1nachine, n which is amended by the bill to be consistent with other references to slot machines 
in the law and to recognize the electronic nature of modem slot machines. This bill was carried over to any special 

or regular session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs 

Resolve, To Authorize a Pilot Project on Ranked Choice Voting 

Sponsor(s) 

RUSSELL 
ALFOND 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MJN 

Amendments Adopted 

This resolve establishes a 2-year pilot project overseen by the Secretary of State that involves ranked choice voting 

to determine a majority winner in municipal elections with 3 or more candidates. The pilot project will involve up 

to 10 municipalities selected by the Sec~etary of State to implement ranked choice voting in municipal elections that 

are held at a different time than a statewide election, are secret ballot elections and are for offices in which only one 

candidate is being selected. The ranked choice voting ballot allows the voter to rank in descending order of 

preference the voter's second and subsequent choices for office after marking the voter's first choice for office. If, 

after the initial round of voting there is not a majority winner, the candidate with the least amount of votes is 

eliminated with all -choices behind that candidate moved up in preference on each ballot. A second and subsequent 

rounds of voting are held using this process until a candidate receives a majority of votes for the office. For 

purposes of the rights of political parties, the amount of votes a candidate ofa political party receives in the first 
round of tabulation is considered the amount of votes that candidate received in the election for that office. This 

resolve directs the Secretary of State to submit a report concerning the pilot project and any recommended 

legislation to the !25th Legislature. 

LD 1345 RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine 

To Increase the Required Number of Signatures for a Direct Initiative 
or a People's Veto and To Limit a Direct Initiative to One Subject 

Sponsor(s) 

CAMPBELL 
SULLIVAN 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This resolution proposes to amend the Constitution of Maine to increase the number of signatures that a petitioner 

must gather for a people's veto or a direct initiative from not less than 10% of the total vote for Governor cast in the 

last gubernatorial election to not less than 20% of the total vote for Governor cast in the last gubernatorial election. 

It also limits a direct initiative to one subject. 

LD 1346 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Games of Chance 

Sponsor(s) 

BRIGGS 
BRYANTB 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MJN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-267 

This bill amends the laws governing games of chance, including licensed card games such as 11 Texas hold 1em," to 

increase from 40 to 80 the number of players that are allowed at any one time at any one location. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-267) 
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This amendment decreases from 80 to 50 the number of players permitted at a licensed game of cards and requires 

the Chief of the State Police to submit a report. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PublicJ.,aw 2009, chapter224 ~Hows for up to 50 players at a license.d game {)f cards and requires the Chiefofthe 
State Police to submit a report by F ebruary.15, 2010 regarding the number of players at licensed games of cards. 

LD 1379 An Act To Authorize the Operation of Slot Machines on the 
Passamaquoddy Reservation 

Sponsor(s) 

SOCTOMAH 

RAYE 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill allows the Passamaquoddy Tribe to be licensed to operate not more than I 00 slot machines on the Pleasant 
Point Reservation and Indian Township Reservation in Washington County in conjunction with high-stakes beano. 
The license would be subject to existing licensing requirements and oversight by the Gambling Control Board. The 
initial license fee for the slot machine license, based on the maximum of I 00 machines, would be $10,000 and the 

annual renewal fee is $3,000. One percent of the gross slot machine revenue would be required to be deposited to 
the General Fund. Fourteen percent of the net slot machine revenue from slot machines operated by the 

Passamaquoddy Tribe would be distributed as follows: 

1. One percent to the General Fund for administrative expenses of the board, including gambling addiction 
counseling services, in accordance with rules adopted by the board; 

2. Two percent to the University of Maine System Scholarship Fund; 

3. Two percent to the Maine Community College System to fund its scholarships program; 

4. One percent to the Department of Defense, Veterans and Emergency Management, Bureau of Maine Veterans' 

Services; 

5. Two percent to the Maine Technology Institute; 

6. Two percent to an economic development council in Washington County; 

7. One percent to homeless shelters; 

8. Two percent to be forwarded to other federally recognized Indian tribes in the State that are not licensed to 
operate slot machines; and 

9. One percent to the Ronald McDonald House in Bangor, an organization that provides housing to families of 

chronically ill children in connection with the treatment of those children. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs 

An Act To Amend the Maine Clean Election Laws Governing 
Gubernatorial Candidates 

Sponsor(s) 

PINGREE 
MITCHELLE 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-429 

H-529 TRINW ARD 

PUBLIC 363 

EMERGENCY 

This bill changes the requirements for a gubernatorial candidate who wishes to run for Governor as a participating 
candidate in the Maine Clean Election Act. This bill removes the extended qualifying period for unenrolled 
candidates seeking to certify as participating candidates. It requires the collection of at least $40,000 in seed money 

contributions from registered voters in the State and requires that each seed money contributor fill out a contribution 
acknowledgment form that, along with other information, states that the contributor made the contribution using 
personal funds and will not be reimbursed by any source. It allows a gubernatorial candidate to collect up to 
$300,000 in seed money. Current law limits seed money to $50,000. The bill also provides that failure to properly 

report seed money contributions may result in revocation of the candidate1s certification as a Maine Clean Election 
Act candidate. The bill changes the distribution amount for primary election funds to gubernatorial candidates to 
$400,000 for each election. The bill also limits matching funds distributed to gubernatorial candidates to $400,000 

instead of twice that amount. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~429) 

This amendment replaces the bill. It makes several changes to the laws regarding gubernatorial candidates under the 
Maine Clean Election Act. It changes the end of the qualifying period for those candidates from April 15th to April 
1st of the election year. It requires a gubernatorial candidate to raise a minimum of $40,000 in seed money 
contributions from registered voters in the State in order to qualify for Maine Clean Election Act funds and raises 
the existing seed money cap for gubernatorial candidates from $50,000 to $200,000. The amendment requires a 

method of documenting seed money contributions similar to the bill and eliminates repetitive requirements regarding 
documentation. The amendment specifies that the increased amount of $400,000 for primary distributions under the 
bill is for contested candidates by stating that uncontested candidates only receive $200,000. It also clarifies that the 
distribution from the Maine Clean Election Fund for certified unenrolled gubernatorial candidates would be the 

same as for uncontested gubernatorial candidates. The amendment specifies that rules to implement this legislation 
are routine technical rules and that the changes 1nade by the legislation apply to gubernatorial candidates beginning 

with the 2010 election even if they filed a declaration of intent with the Commission on Governmental Ethics and 
Election Practices prior to its enactment. The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

House Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (H~S29) 

This amendment adds an emergency preamble and emergency clause to Committee Amendment 11A. 11 This 
amendment also changes the start date of the qualifying period for gubernatorial candidates from November I st to 

October 15th. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P!lblic Lawzoo9, ct~pter363 ll)ak<(s cha~ge~ to the provisions_()i the.J'1aine CleanEfocti~nAct goye;,,ing. 

gube1natqi:i~ catl.di<late~. ltsets the qualifying p~riodto bea Par(icip~tin~ candidate '!'October 15tll immediately . 
preceding an el~9ticm year A.pri!Jst of an electiorryear: It requires a ininimum of $40,000 in seed money 
coritrih~tlons from regis(ered Maine voters. The maximum seed money cpntributions allm•ed is $200,000. The law 

est,ab.ii~1i'e~·.~-p;oce_SS.~~f_·doc~e11ti~g :_seed,~_dn~!::c9_~uibuti~Il~ .. ~d rePOitirig .th_eni.;tp...thC:.conintl~sjon .. :on ,. '·:_'-'::._: 
Gov~mmentalEthics aµdElection Practices: The laV\' changes how Mahle Clean mection Fund are disttib11te~ to 
contested guberyatorial candidate~ so tha(they receive $400,000 during the primary election period, General .. 
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election di;tri.1'1ltions remain the s~~, $600,0001'1lt matc~g funds arereduc~d from 2ti~~; the amount 

distributed in the general election to 1/2. the amount distributed in the general election. Finally, this law clarifies 

when unenrolled candidates who have qualified for Maine Clean Election funds willreceive distributioµs from the 
fund. 

This_ law was.enacted as an-emergency measure' effective June 11, 2009. 

LD 1420 An Act To Alter the Distribution of Maine Clean Election Act Funding 

to Gubernatorial Candidates 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CAREY 

This bill does the following. 

1. It reduces from 3,250 to 750 the number of qualifying contributions required for a gubernatorial candidate to be 

certified as a Maine Clean Election Act candidate. 

2. It provides that a Maine Clean Election Act gubernatorial candidate may continue to co11ect $5 contributions 

from registered voters in the State. 

3. It allows a voter who provides a $5 qualifying contribution to a gubernatorial candidate in a contested primary to 

provide an additional $5 contribution to that candidate after certification. 

4. It provides that each $5 qualifying contribution and each $5 additional contribution must be matched by a 

distribution of$55 from the Maine Clean Election Fund. 

5. It increases the distribution limits for gubernatorial primary elections from $200,000 to $350,000 and for 

gubernatorial general elections from $600,000 to $750,000. 

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. 

LD 1421 An Act To Ensure the Perpetual Care of Maine Veterans' Cemeteries 

Sponsor(s) 

COTTA 

MITCHELLE 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. The purpose of this bill is to ensure the perpetual care of 

Maine veterans1
; cemeteries. In order to acco1nplish this purpose, this bill establishes an irrevocable trust account 

within the Department of Defense, Veterans and Emergency Management for the exclusive purpose of maintenance, 

upkeep and care ofveterans1
; ce1neteries within the State. Under the bill, the irrevocable trust will be authorized to 

receive, in addition to allocations from the Legislature, gifts, bequests and other funds from public or private 

agencies. Funds in the trust may not be encumbered for, or diverted to, purposes other than the maintenance and 

ci.ire of veterans'; cemeteries within the State. 
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This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. 

LD 1437 An Act To Permit Video Gaming for Money Conducted by Nonprofit 
Organizations 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CRAVEN 

This bill allows operation of video gaming terminals by nonprofit organizations that are eligible for games of chance 

licenses and that are exempt from federal tax under Internal Revenue Code, Section 50l(c)(3), 501(c)(4), 50l(c)(8), 

50 I ( c )(! 0) or 50 l(c )(19). These sections of the tax code refer to charitable organizations, civic leagues, fraternal 

benefit societies, domestic frate1nal societies and associations and veterans' organizations. Organizations that 

currently have licenses for electronic video machines but do not qualify under one of those code sections may apply 

for an initial license while they seek the required federal tax status. The organization applying for the license must 

own or lease the premises on which the terminals will be placed and must use the premises for its charitable or 

nonprofit purpose. 

Video gaming terminal manufacturers, wholesalers and operators must be licensed by the Chief of the State Police, 

following background investigations of the applicants and their major business partners. Local approval is required 

for a license to operate video gaming terminals. 

The license specifies the number of terminals allowed on the premises, and the maximum number of terminals 

allowed is 5 per licensee. Terminals must be licensed by the Chief of the State Police and must be connected to a 

computer system operated by the Director of the Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages and Lotte1y Operations within the 

Department of Administrative and Financial Services. By the end ofa 5-year phase-in period, this computer system 

must provide continuous online monitoring of video gaming terminal activity. Persons under 21 years of age are not 

allowed to use the machines. Only members of the organization and their guests are allowed to play. The maximum 

dollar amount for each play is $5 and the maximum payout is $1,250. Each game on each machine must return at 

least 80% of wagers to players, calculated on an annual basis. 

Net terminal income, which is income after payback to players, is divided as follows: 8% to the State for payment 

into the Video Gaming Fund for administrative expenses, municipal revenue sharing and Public Education Fund 

revenue; 2% to the Compulsive Gatnbler Rehabilitation Fund; and 90% to the licensee. Licenses are issued for one 

year. Applicants for an initial license must pay the actual costs of processing the application and performing the 

background investigation. 

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P. I 053. 

LD 1448 An Act To Exempt Volunteer Lobbyists from State Disclosure 
Requirements 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

The bill exempts from the definition of "lobbyist" individuals who received no compensation for lobbying other than 

reimbursement for travel within this State. Organizations providing such reimbursement would not need to register 
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these individuals as lobbyists with the Cotnmission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices. The bill also 

eliminates the requirement that annual reports filed by lobbyists be signed by their clients, since those reports are 

primarily filed electronically on the comrnission1s publicly accessible website. 

LD 1451 An Act-To Amend the Maine Clean Election Act and the Enforcement 
Procedures of the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election 
Practices 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

01P-AM S-242 

The bill makes changes to the enforcement procedures of the Maine Commission on Governmental Ethics and 

Election Practices with respect to candidates, political action com1nittees and political committees. If the 

commission is considering finding the candidate or committee in violation or assessing a penalty, the candidate or 

committee may request that the commission conduct a fonnal adjudicatory hearing in accordance with the Maine 

Administrative Procedure Act. 

The bill also clarifies that a candidate or political com1nittee who has been found in violation may appeal the 

commission's detennination to the Superior Court. If the candidate or committee does not appeal the commission's 

determination and does not pay a penalty assessed by the commission or return Maine Clean Election Act funds, the 

commission may enforce the penalty or order to return funds by submitting the commission's determination to the 

clerk of courts for Kennebec County, rather than by proving the violation through the initiation of a civil lawsuit. 

The bill also amends the commission's calculation of the initial public funds payment made to legislative candidates 

pmticipating in the Maine Clean Election Act. Currently, those payments are based solely on average spending by 

all candidates in the preceding 2 elections. The bill would permit the commission beginning September I, 2011 to 

consider other factors, such as increases in the cost of campaigning, after seeking comment from the commission's 

legislative oversight committee, legislative leadership and other interested persons. 

The bill also amends current requirements on candidates who pay campaign funds to members of the candidate's 

household or immediate family. It clarifies that the requirements apply to payees who are members of the 

candidate1s household or who are members of the candidate's immediate family. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-242) 

This amendment strikes the provisions of the bill that make changes to the enforcement procedures of the 

Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices that would allow the commission to seek penalties and 

the return of Maine Clean Election Act funds based on the commission's detennination through the clerk of courts if 

the entity subject to the penalty does not take action to appeal the commission's determination. The amendment also 

makes changes in the bill regarding the distribution of Maine Clean Election Act funds to gubernatorial candidates. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pub\ic La~ 2009; .chapter302ma.kes changes to the enfo;c~lll~1ltp;ocedures of the Maille C°cmmissiono1l 

?<>,v,_e~entalJ3~i_c~~aect,_El~c_tj_~n;~racti~-e~ \vith r_es_pe_cttq _c~q_id~~~~~-JJ_olitical ~,~ti_on commi_~ees _and,_politi_cal 

CO';!J11itt,e~s. I' rroyiges~ rrocess. for the collection. of unpaid penalties or th_e tehl/11.ofMaine Clean Election FU]ld~ •·•·· 
through a civ.il action .iri Superior .Coµrt: .• 

_---- --·_:-----_.> ':' _:--:---,- -, -- --- -·>_" _- ___ ---- ' 

Chap\er'.l_6z,i~lso aJ1le~ds t~e comll)ission's 9alculationoftheinitialpublicfunds payment ID,ad~to_legislative 
candid.ates p!llticipa,ti?g 17' the ]Vfain~ f l"an .m.,cfion :'1<>\; \CutTently, tho~e payments are based solely R1laverage · 
spen_ ding by all canoidates Jn the preceding 2 electiOns. '.The law would permit the commission beginning Sep_ temb.er.• 

---- -------- ----·-------------- - c-- --- --- - -. _,. ______ - --·--- - ------ ----·------- ----- , _______ , 
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l; 2011 ~~-consi-d_er othe;-fact? rs, _such-~- i_n~~(!aS-es·_-in th-e ~~--~t ~f campaiglling,--~~ ~~~kiyg :-~-~111!11entfrom the 

~ommission's l_egis1ative oversight co1nthittee~ legislative leadership and-other-interested persOns.-

This law also amends currentrecjuirements on candidates who pay campaign funds to men1bers of the candidate's 

household or immediate family. It clarifies that the requirements apply to payees who are members of the 
Candidate's hdiisehold-_Or Who:are-uiembers Of the candidate's immedi:ite:family. 

Finally, this law makes changes to the distribution of Maine. Cleao Election Funds to participating gubernatorial 

candidates to. be c~msistent with t.he changes made by LD 1380, 

LD 1458 An Act To Increase Opportunities for Commercial Tracks and 
Agricultural Fairs 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BRYANTB ONTP 

This bil1 authorizes the operation of slot machines at a tribal commercial track and a commercial track that is located 

in Oxford County. The operation of slot machines at the newly authorized tracks is subject to regulation by the 

Department of Public Safety, Gambling Control Board. The operation of slot machines must be approved by the 

municipality in which the tribal commercial track or Oxford County commercial track is located before the 

Gambling Control Board may grant a license to operate slot machines within a 50-mile radius of the track that is 

licensed and conducts harness racing. This bill also authorizes the issuance of a high-stakes beano license to a 

federally recognized Indian tribe in the State to operate games on nontribal land in Washington County. 

ONTP 

LD 1461 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 3: Maine 
Clean Election Act and Related Provisions - Matching Funds and 
Property and Equipment, a Major Substantive Rule of the Commission 
on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices 

RESOLVE90 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Rep01t Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM H-392 

This resolve provides for legislative review of portions of Chapter 3: Maine Clean Election Act and Related 

Provisions - matching funds and property and equipment, a major substantive rule of the Commission on 

Governmental Ethics and Election Practices. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-392) 

This amendment directs the Co1nmission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices to adopt the provisionally 

adopted rules governing the Maine Clean Election Act on the condition that the rule governing the minimum amount 

that must be received from the resale of property and equipment be reduced from 75% to 40%. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Re~olve ~.009, chapter 90 directs the Commission 9n Governmlo;{fal Ethi.cs and EfoctioJ:lPractices t~ adopt·fu~ . 
provisionally adopted rnle.s governing the.Maine Clean Elec.tion Act op the conditio~ that the mle gove~ingthe 
minimum amOUJlt that must be received from the resale Of property and. equipment be reduced :from. 75% to 40%. 
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This resolve was finally passed as an emergency measure and took effect on June 4, 2Q09. 

LD 1462 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 3: Maine 

Clean Election Act and Related Provisions - Increase of Seed Money to 

$150,000, a Major Substantive Rule of the Commission on 

Governmental Ethics and Election Practices 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM H-445 

This resolve provides for legislative review of portions of Chapter 3: Maine Clean Election Act and Related 
Provisions - increase of seed money to $150,000, a major substantive rule of the Commission on Governmental 

Ethics and Election Practices. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-445) 

This amendment denies authorization for the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices to finally 
adopt a provisionally adopted rule regarding seed money limits under the Maine Clean Election Act. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolv~20()9 ,· thaplerio 3 . d~tties at1thorizarl~n.fl1~ .the Cqmmissi on on (lo\,eJ"lllllel1t~l Ethic; aml. El\,ctionPractices. 
to finally adopt aprqvisfonally adopted rule regarding seedmouey limits under the Maine Clean Electi<m Act . 

becanse changes to seed money Jim its were made by LD 13.80_. 

this res~lve w:sfittaJlY passed as an emergency measure effectiyeJun~~,2009. 

LD 1470 Resolve, To Recognize Women Veterans in the State House Hall of Flags 

Sponsor(s) 

VALENTINO 
MITCHELLE 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-456 

This resolve establishes a commission to arrange for a plaque to be displayed in the Hall of Flags in the State House 
to honor women veterans in the State. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-456) 

This amendment replaces the resolve. The ainendment establishes a resolve that creates a working group to design 
and arrange for the placement of a plaque in the State House Hall of Flags to honor women veterans of the State. 

The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2.009, thapter 1~9 creaks a working group to design anda1Tange for the placemeni of a plaqu" in the State 
House Hall of Flags to hon,or wo.men veterans of the State, . . . 
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LD 1484 An Act Regarding the Central Voter Registration System 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP H-486 TRINW ARD 

This bill provides that either a municipal registrar or the Secretary of State has the authority to cancel voter 

registration records in the central voter registration system when the records are duplicates or when the voter has 

moved to another jurisdiction. The bill gives the Secretary of State the explicit authority to conduct a system-wide 

program of voter list maintenance. The bill provides for access to statistical voter registration information. The bill 

repeals the sunset of the law regarding the use and distribution of central voter registration system information. This 

bill, which was introduced by the Legal and Veterans Affairs Committee pursuant to joint order, was reviewed and 

evaluated by the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary pursuant to Maine Revised Statutes, Title 1, section 434 

which requires review and evaluation of new exceptions to the laws governing public records. 

House Amendment "A" (H-486) 

This amendment reinstates the repeal provision governing public access to records contained within the central voter 

registration system repealed by the bill and extends it from 2009 to 2011. 

Enacted Law Summary 

!"uli1ic .r:aw foo<J, C;il~pte?iioprovl<les tilat eitilera municip~lregistrar. o~tl1~s~~;etary of slate liasthe aiiiliorit{to•· 
cancel voter regfatration reconls in th~ .central voter registratio,n system. when the r~~rds are duplicat~s or when the 
voter has moved to another Jurisdiction. "rhe bill gives the Secretary of State the explicit authority to conduct a 
sy_stehi-~~d~--yrc)_~am __ ~f_yot~r ii_st-~aintCriance;-,:_Tfl~- bin-P'~:~Vi4·e~:-~6~- ~~~es_s-_-to· __ s_t~tisti_~al vot_~r r,e~~~lfatio_~->_-:_-;-_ >:-::\:-c· -- -· 

informati~'.'- Thebill e.xten.ds th.e sunset of the lawregarding the.use !ffiddistribution ofcentralyoterregistration. 
sys(eminformation from 2009 t()tOll. . . . 
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Tenant Issues 

An Act Concerning Late Rent Fee Charges in Residential 
Tenancies 

An Act To Allow Property Owners To Terminate Residential 
Leases That Do Not Contain Termination Language 

An Act To Provide the Right of First Refusal to Mobile Home 
Park Residents 

An Act To Reduce the Risk of Hypothermia in Residential Rental 
Units 

Legislative Ethics 

An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Legislative Ethics 

An Act To Promote Transparency and Accountability in 
Campaigns and Governmental Ethics 

An Act To Improve Maine's Ethics Laws 

Lobbying and Lobbyists 

An Act Regarding Indirect Lobbying 

An Act To Require Lobbyists To Wear Name Tags 

An Act Regarding Volunteer Lobbyists 
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PUBLIC 139 

PUBLIC 171 

PUBLIC 278 

RESOLVE137 
EMERGENCY 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

ONTP 

LEAVE TO 
WITHDRAW 

LEAVE TO 
WITHDRAW 

PUBLIC208 

PUBLIC 258 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

PUBLIC 282 

PUBLIC 137 
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LD 1448 

Not Enacted 

LD 781 

LD 1248 

Enacted 

LD533 

LD924 

Not Enacted 

LD 805 

LD833 

LD 1329 

LD 1379 

LD 1437 

LD 1458 

Enacted 

LD30 

LD 1110 

An Act To Exempt Volunteer Lobbyists from State Disclosure 
Requirements 

Lotte1y 

An Act To Designate a Specialty State Lottery Ticket To Benefit 
Cancer Education and Awareness 

An Act Authorizing a Scratch Ticket with Proceeds To Benefit 
Native American Boys and Girls Clubs 

Slot Machines and Gambling 

Resolve, Authorizing the Joint Standing Committee on Legal and 
Veterans Affairs To Report Out Legislation Regarding the 
Expansion of Slot Machine and Casino-style Gambling 

An Act To Clarify the Taxability of Promotional Credits in the 
State Gaming Laws 

An Act To Change Current Limits on Commercial Harness 
Racing Tracks 

An Act To Distribute Funds Received from the Racino in Bangor 
to the Department of Health and Human Services, Office of 
Substance Abuse 

An Act To Allow a Resort Casino in Oxford County 

An Act To Authorize the Operation of Slot Machines on the 
Passamaquoddy Reservation 

An Act To Permit Video Gaming for Money Conducted by 
Nonprofit Organizations 

An Act To Increase Opportunities for Commercial Tracks and 
Agricultural Fairs 

Veterans 

An Act To Establish Native American Veterans Day 

Resolve, Directing the Bureau of Maine Veterans' Services To 
Report on Homeless Veterans 
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EMERGENCY 
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LD 1470 

Not Enacted 

LD 834 

LD 870 

LD 1421 

Enacted 

LD 150 

LD 1484 

Not Enacted 

LD3 

LD 512 

LD903 

Resolve, To Recognize Women Veterans in the State House Hall 
of Flags 

An Act To Provide for 2 Veteran Service Officer Positions 

An Act To Improve Transportation for Veterans 

An Act To Ensure the Perpetual Care of Maine Veterans' 
Cemeteries 

Voting 

Resolve, Directing the Secretary of State To Conduct a Pilot 
Program for Ongoing Absentee Voter Status 

An Act Regarding the Central Voter Registration System 

An Act To Designate Registered Voters Not Enrolled in a Political 
Party as Independent Voters 

An Act to Facilitate Voting by Maine Residents in the Military 
Who Are Deployed Overseas 

An Act To Allow an Election Clerk To Request Proof ofldentity 
from a Voter 
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LD32 

Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources 

An Act To Clarify the Disposition of Fines from Maine's Soft-shelled 

Clam Laws 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

RICHARDSON W OTP-AM H-7 

LD 32 requires that a fine collected for a violation of soft-shelled clam laws be paid to the municipality in which the 
violation occurred. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-7) 

This amendment replaces the bill and clarifies that fines issued pursuant to a violation of a municipal shellfish 

conservation ordinance must be paid to the municipality in which the violation occurred. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Puhii.;L;;:\V Z009, chl;pter24 · cladftesth:.!fi;,~s is~.;~d pursuanho.·aviolati~;,~f a n,.;cicip;ilshellfuh. 
conservation ordinance]Ilustbe paid tot.he mµnicipalityfa which the violation occurred. 

LD82 An Act To Create a Penalty for Harvesting Scallops in a Conservation 

Area 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DAMON OTP-AM S-28 

LD 82 creates penalties for individuals who violate the rules creating scallop conservation areas. For the first 

offense, a mandatory $1,000 fine is imposed and all scallops on board may be seized. For a second or subsequent 

offense, a 1nandatory $1,000 fine is imposed, all scallops on board may be seized and a mandatory one-year license 

suspension is imposed. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-28) 

The amendment removes the requirement that a judge impose a $1,000 fine for a person's first offense involving 

scallop conservation areas and sets a minimum fine of$1,000 for subsequent offenses. It also makes technical 

changes to the bill regarding civil penalties and statutory references. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PUBLIC 24 

PUBLIC 72 

_,, ___ -------------------- __ " __ ,,,,_, .... --.. --------.-.. - ---~--------- -------~-----. ----.. _ 
Pub He Law 200.9, chapter72 creates penalties .for an individualwh9 violates rides creajjngscallopconservation 

areas, •It pro~i~es that for the first offense~ a$1,oo.o. fine 1llay be impo~e~ and. all scallo~.s on. board may be. 
seized and fora second ?f subsequent offense, a mandatory$1;000fine and al!landatory one-year license 
suspension is imposed andall scallops on boarc! may be seized: . .. . . 
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LD 141 

Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources 

An Act To Allow a Person 65 Years of Age or Older To Obtain a 

Lobster License without Completing the Apprentice Program 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

RICHARDSONW ONTP 

LD 141 allows a person 65 years ofage or older who previously held a Class I, Class II or Class III lobster and crab 
fishing license to be issued a Class I, Class II or Class III lobster and crab fishing license without completing the 
apprentice program. It limits the number of traps such a license holder may submerge to 300 traps. 

LD 151 An Act To Amend the Alewife Fishing Laws 

Sponsor(s) 

PERCY 

Committee Report 

OTP 

LD 151 makes the following changes to the alewife fishing laws. 

Amendments Adopted 

1. It removes a reference to January 1, 1974 so that municipal rights that were created at any point in time are 
subject to lapse after 3 consecutive years if they are not exercised. 

2. It extends the prohibition on taking alewives, which is currently from 6 a.m. Saturday to 6 a.m. Sunday, to from 6 
a.m. Thursday to 6 a.m. Sunday. 

3. It clarifies that the Commissioner of Marine Resources may lease rights in any municipality where the 
municipality does not have those rights, not just those where municipal rights have existed in the past. 

4. It expands the uses of the Migratory Fish Fund to include management measures necessary to maintain or 

enhance alewife populations or populations of other migratory fish. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law '.2009,chapter lftnakes the following chang~s to the alewi(e .fishlng laws, 
' - -- -."' - -- - ' -- .:<- ----- ':' ---- ,_. 

1. It removes a referenceto Janilllryl, 1974 sothatmunicijialrightsth~t~erecreated atanypoint in time are 
subjectto lapse after .3. consecutive years if they are not .exercised. . · 

' - -- - - :- - --- ,_- --: :_; ------- ' -- - -_ - - -- ------ '----

ONTP 

PUBLIC 17 

2, Itextends the prohibition on taking alewives,~hic~ is curfentlyfromta.m; SatUrcl:yto 6a~.Sunday, 10.1mm ''<< 
a.m. Thursday to 6 a,m; Sunday. . .. . . . 

3. TtcJaifoee th~t the Com:issidner of MarineRe~ources ma§Ie~e rights in any municipality >yherethe 
municipality does not ha11e those rights, notjustthose where municipal rights have existed in the past. 

4. lt expands the usesofth~Mig111tory FislliF~dtO incl~e manaieJnenfllleasures necessary to )llalnt~in or 
.enhance alewife populations ()r populatiorn; of othermig1-alory_fish. . . 
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Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources 

LD173 An Act To Restore Funding for a Fish Hatchery in Northern Maine 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

JACKSON ONTP 

LD 173 is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208 and proposes to restore funding for a fish hatchery in n01them 

Maine. 

LD246 An Act Regarding Violations of Lobster Conservation Laws 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

RECTOR OTP-AM S-20 

LD 246 amends the lobster conservation laws to: 

1. Add theft to the list of offerises for which a marine resources license may be suspended; 

2. Provide that for a 3rd or subsequent offense of lobster trap molesting the Commissioner of Marine Resources 

may permanently revoke a license holder's license; 

3. Expand the types of illegal lobsters for which a 2nd offense will result in a mandat01y suspension; 

4. Create a requirement that a lobster and crab fishing license holder fishing for or taking lobsters may operate only 

the vessel listed on the license holder's license; and 

5. Increase the monetary fines for conviction of violation of certain lobster conservation laws and provides that an 

individual is not eligible for election as a lobster management policy council member if that individual has been 

convicted of a lobster law violation within the past 7 years. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-20) 

This amendment adds a minimum fine of $1,000 to the maximum fine of $5,000 for certain violations of lobster laws 

in which the number of illegal lobsters cannot be detennined. It adds a minimum fine of $2,500 to the maximum 

fine of $10,000 for possession of egg-bearing or v-notched lobsters in which the number of illegal lobsters cannot be 

determined. This amendment clarifies that the owner or operator provisions of the bill only apply to a person that 

holds a Class I, Class II or Class III lobster and crab fishing license. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public. Law 2009, chapter 394 amends lobst~r conservationl~ws to: 

1. Add theft to the Ji st of o.ffenses for which a marine resources licellse. may be sti~pended; 
- - <>>: - ·:: __ --. .-_ ---.;~-: -----_ _;'_. ,--- -:.-_ -; ----_>-.;,- -- - -' 

2: Provide that for a 3rd or subsequent offense ofiobstertrap molesting the Commissioner of Marine Resources 

may p_~~~~~tly_r~vOke a_-_ii~ens_e-hOld_e~'S lie~~~-'-

642 

ONTP 

PUBLIC 394 



Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources 

3. Expand the iypes of illegal lobsters for which a 2nd offense will result in a mandatory suspension; 

4. Create a requirement that a Class 1,11 or III lobster and crab fishing license holder fishing for ortakinglobsters 

may operate only the vessel listed on the.license holder's license; 

5. '--Increase-the monetary fines for conviction of viOla:tibri of certain lobster cons'ervation -laws and provides that an 
individu~l is not eligible for election. as a lobster management policy coundl member if that individual has been 

convicted of a lobster law violation within the past 7 years; 

6 .. Add a1llinimum fine of $1,000 to the maximum fine of $5,000 for ce1tain violations of!obster laws in which the 

number of illegal lobsters cannot be determined; and 

7. Add a minimum fine of$2,500 to the.maximum fine of$10,000 for possession of egg-bearing orv0notched 

lobstersin which.the number of illegal lobsters cannot be determined. _ 

LD278 An Act To Bring Equity to the Sea Urchin License Fees 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

TRAHAN OTP-AM S-123 

Under current law, the holder of a sea urchin fishing license pays the saine license fee to fish for sea urchins in either 

Zone 1 or Zone 2 despite a significant difference between the zones in the number of days open to sea urchin fishing. 

LD 278 restructures the current annual fee for sea urchin fishing licenses to a fee based on the number of days 

available for the license holder to fish for sea urchins. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-123) 

This amendment replaces the bill and does the following. 

1. It creates a terqporary license fee structure for sea urchin harvesting in the area of the coast desigriated as Zone I 

by the Department of Marine Resources by reducing the fees for that zone from $111 annually to $25 annually for a 

handfishing sea urchin license and from $161 annually to $50 annually for the newly created handfishing sea urchin 

license with tender and repeals the reduced fee structure on December 31, 2011. 

2. It authorizes the Commissioner of Marine Resources to establish safety training requirements by rule for someone 

engaged in sea urchin or scallop diving tender activities. 

3. It creates a new category of hand fishing scallop license and handfishing sea urchin license that includes the 

tender activities so that a person who has completed the tender safety requirements will not need to possess a 

separate hand fishing scallop or sea urchin tender license to work with a harvester. 

4. It repeals the language that allows a 30-day temporary sea urchin and scallop diving tender license and the 

language that makes it prima facie evidence of a violation of being a tender without the appropriate license when no 

one on board the boat being operated as a platform for scallop or sea urchin handfishing has the proper license for 

that activity. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public La;v 2009, ci1apter 396 do~s th~ following. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources 

l.· It cieates a temporary license fee structure for sea urchin harvesting in the area of the coast designated as Zone.-1 
by.the Department of Marine Resources by Teducingthe fees for that zone from $111 annually to $25 annually for a 

handfishlng sea urchin license and :frmn $161 annually to $50 annually for the newly created handfishlng sea urchin 

license with tender and repeals the reduced fee structure on December 31, 2011. 

2. Ii authorizes the.Com1nissioner_ of Marine Resotirces to establish safety training requirements by rule for someone 
engaged in sea urchin or scallop diVing tender activities. 

3. It creates anew category of hand fishing scallop license and handfishing sea urchin license that includes the 

tender activities so .that a person who. has completed the tender safety requirements will not need to possess a 

separate hand fishing scallop or sea urchin tender license to work with a harvester. 

4. It repeals the language that allows a 30-day temporary sea urchin and scallop diving tender license and the 

language th~t makes itprima facie evidence of a violation of being a tender without the appropriate license when no 

one on.board the boat being operated as a platform for scallop or sea urchin handfishing has the proper license for 

that activity; 

LD294 An Act To Require the Department of Marine Resources To Enforce 
Conditions in an Aquaculture Lease 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SCHATZ ONTP 

LD 294 directs the Department of Marine Resources to enforce aquaculture lease conditions pursuant to its authority 

under law. 

ONTP 

LD345 An Act To Regulate the Rockweed Harvest in Cobscook Bay PUBLIC283 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

RAYE OTP-AM S-225 

LD 345 is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208 and proposes to regulate the rockweed harvest in Cobscook 

Bay. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-225) 

This amendment replaces the bill, changes the title and does the following. 

1. It creates a seaweed buyer license for a person who purchases more than 10 wet tons annually directly from 

seaweed harvesters who hold permits and allows the license holder to buy, possess, ship, transport and sell seaweed. 

The fee for the license is $200 for a resident and $500 for a nonresident. Fees collected accrue to the Seaweed 

Management Fund. 

2. It creates a seaweed buyer's surcharge and directs the Commissioner of Marine Resources to establish the 

surcharge by rule, but it may not exceed $5 per wet ton. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources 

3. It creates the Cobscook Bay Rockweed Management Area and requires the Commissioner of Marine Resources to 

identify areas within the Cobscook Bay Rockweed Management Area that are closed to the com1nercial harvest of 

rockweed including, but not limited, to areas around public and private conservation areas, state parks and federally 

owned lands and lobster nursery areas. 

4. It directs the Commissioner of Marine Resources to identify and close to the commercial harvest of rockweed up 

to 30 acres within Cobscook Bay for the purpose of research. 

5. It requires the Commissioner of Marine Resources to divide the Cobscook Bay Rockweed Management Area into 

at least 14 harvest management sectors. 

6. It requires commercial harvesters to submit an annual harvest plan to harvest rockweed within the Cobscook Bay 

Rockweed Management Area. 

7. It provides that the total biomass that may be removed from a harvest management sector within the Cobscook 

Bay Management Area may not exceed 17% of the harvestable biomass that is eligible to be harvested annually. 

The amendment provides that a report of the total biomass removed must be submitted by the harvester to the 

commissioner, and that after January 1, 2010 the harvester's report must be verified by a 3rd party. 

8. It requires a person who harvests rockweed to make a reasonable effort to remove marine organisms harvested 

with the rockweed from the harvested seaweed and return those marine organisms alive back into Cobscook Bay as 

soon as practicable. 

9. It makes violations of prohibitions related to the Cobscook Bay Management Area a Class E crime for which a 

fine of not less than $1,000 must be adjudged and provides that each day a violation occurs it constitutes a separate 

violation. 

10. It directs the commissioner to report to the Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources by January 15, 2010 

recommendations for a seaweed research plan for Cobscook Bay and on the 2009 seaweed harvest in Cobscook Bay. 

11. It gives that committee the authority to submit legislation to the Second Regular Session of the !24th 

Legislature regarding the report. 

Enacted Law Summary 
-------------~-------------------------------

PublicLaw 2009, chapter 283 does the following. 

I. It cr~~t~~ a seaweed buyerUcen~efor a person whb purchases more than I 0 wet tons atl.nlli'.llydirectly fro~ · 
~eaweed harvesterswh?,hold permits and allows the lic~nse holdertobuy; possess, ship,transp01t and .sell seaweed. 
The•fee for the license. is $200 for areside.nt,and $500 for a nonresident. Fees collected accrue'to1:he Seaweed . 

Mrillagemelit Fund. 

- ' - '··-·---.> -

2. It creates a sew.veed buyer's surcharge and directs the (:ommissioner ofMarineResources to establish the 

kurcharge by rule, but it may not exceed $5 per wet ton. · 

3. · It crea,tes the Cobscook Bay RockweedMapageineni,t..reirand requires the Commissioner of Marine Reso\l]'cesto • .. · 

identify areas within the Cobsco0k Bay Rockweed Management Area that are closed• to .the commercial harvest pf 
rockweed. ipcluding, but not Hinited, to ai'ilasarolind pn!)lic and,priyate conservation areas, state parks apd federally 

owned lands atl.dlobster nursery areas. 
: _-: ' --- :--.. ,' '•":._ "·- -_ --- '':-_;,. -- ' 

4. It dii'~cts th~ tommissiorler ofMarine Resources. to iderltify. and clo.se to the coll1merclaL harvest ofrocITTyeed11p 
to 30 acres within Cobscook Bay for tl1e purpose o;f research. . . 
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Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources 

5. ltrequires the Commissioner of Marine Resources to divide the Cobscook Bay Rockweed Management Area into 

at least 14 harvest man.agement sectors. 

6. It requires commercial harvesters to submit an annual harvest plan to harvest rockweed within the Cobscook Bay 

Rockweed Management Area. 

7. It provides that the total biomass that may be removed from a harvest management sector within the Cobscook 

Bay Management Area may not. exceed 17% of the harvestable biomass that is eligible to be harvested annually. 

Public Law 2009, chapter 283 provides that a rep mt of the total biomass removed must be submitted by the harvester 

to the cpmmissioner, and that after January 1, 2010 the harvester's report must be verified by a 3rd party. 

8. It requires:a person who harvests rockweed to make a reasonable effort to remove marine organisms harvested 

with the rockweed from the haivested s.eaweed and return those marine organisms alive back into CobscookBay as 

soon as practicable. 

9. Hmakes violations of prohibitions related to the Cobscook Bay Management Area a Class E crime for which a 

fme of not k;ss than $1,000 must be adjudged and provides that each day a violation occurs it constitutes a separate 
Viblatiori; 

,10. It. directst~ecommissionerto report to the Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources by January 15, 2010 

recommendations.for a. seaweed research.plan for Cobscook Bay and on the 2009 seaweed harvest in Cobscook Bay. 

11. It giyes that c,ornfuittee the authority to submit legislation to the Second Regular Session of the 12.4th 

Legislature regarding the report. 

Public Law 2009, chapter 283 was enacted as an emergency measure effective June 8, 2009. 

LD378 Resolve, To Direct the Department of Marine Resources To Study the 
Issues Surrounding the Harvest of Bait Fish within Territorial Waters 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

VALENTINO OTP-AM H-51 

LD 378 prohibits using a drag to catch bait fish within the first 2 miles of territorial waters, and requires the 

Department of Marine Resources to adopt rules to implement this prohibition. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-51) 

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve and directs the Commissioner of Marine Resources to study the 

issues surrounding the harvest of bait fish within the territorial waters of the State and to report the commissioner's 

findings and recommendations to the Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources by January 4, 2010. The 

amendment also authorizes the committee to submit legislation related to the study to the Second Regular Session of 

the !24th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Res.olve 2009,.chapter 23 directs the, Commissioner ofMai-ine Resources to study the issues surrounding the harvest 

of bait fish within the territo1ial waters of the State and to report the commissioners fmdings and recommendations 

to the fointStancling Committee on Marine Resources by January 4, 2010. It also authorizes that committee to 

submi(legislation related to the study to the Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources 

LD447 An Act To Allow the Direct Sale of Shellfish to Retailers 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

LANGLEY OTP-AM H-216 

H-277 PERCY 

Current law does not allow the holder of a retail seafood license to buy shellstock directly from the commercial 

shellfish license holder that harvests the shellfish but instead must buy shellstock from a wholesale seafood license 

holder that purchases shellstock from the harvester. LD 447 allows a retail seafood license holder to purchase 

shellstock directly from the harvester. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~216) 

This amend1nent replaces the bill and creates an enhanced retail seafood license that allows a holder to purchase 

mussels, clams, quahogs and oysters directly from the harvester. It also dedicates the revenue raised by this new 

license to the Department of Marine Resources to be used for atmual inspections of license holders. 

House Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (H~277) 

This amendment removes the emergency preamble and clause and authorizes the holder of an enhanced retail 

seafood license to purchase shellstock from a wholesale seafood license holder and to purchase lobster, lobster parts 

and crayfish directly from the harvester. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PUBLIC 217 

Public LawWO\), chapter217 creates ~ enhanced retail seafood license th~t~llo"-s 'holder to pu~chitse mussels, •·. 

cJanis, quahogs, oysters_, lobste~· and c111yfish <lirectly from the harvester lllld t() purcp.a~e shells tock froJ1l a wholesale .. ·· 
seafood license P..older. It. dedicatesthe revenu~ raised by this new license to the Department of"Marine Resourcesto . 
be .lsed for annUal"inspecti()~S of!icense holders. . . . . . . 

LD585 An Act To Protect Fishing Families by Authorizing Certain Transfers of 

Lobster and Crab Fishing Licenses 

Sponsor(s) 

FLAHERTY 

BLISS 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

LD 585 authorizes the transfer of a Class I, Class II or Class III lobster and crab fishing license by the license holder 

to that person1s child, grandchild or spouse under certain circumstances. The relative who is receiving the license by 

transfer must have completed a Department of Marine Resources1 apprentice program for entry into the lobster 

fishery, and the license holder and the transferee must notify the department in writing of the transfer. It also adds a 

provision to limit a recipient of a license by transfer to 300 traps in the initial year and an increase of 100 traps each 

subsequent year up to the trap limit, and it requires the Department of Marine Resources to review the transfer of 

licenses in 3 years, and annually thereafter, and to make recommendations on whether or not to continue allowing 

transfers. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-156) 

This amendment is the minority report and limits the transfer of a Class I, Class II or Class III lobster and crab 
fishing license to the license holder1s child. It provides that a person who would otherwise be ineligible to receive a 

lobster and crab fishing license may not be the recipient of a transferred lobster and crab fishing license and that a 
transferor may not receive any fonn of remuneration for the transfer. This amendment also adds a repeal date of 

October 1, 2012. 

LD691 An Act To Lower the Cost of State Government in the Departments 

under the Purview of the Joint Standing Committee on Marine 

Resources 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

NUTTINGJ ONTP 

LD 691 deallocates $54,482 in fiscal year 2009-10 and $74,981 in fiscal year 2010-11 by eliminating a Public 

Service Coordinator II position. 

LD 836 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing the Scallop Season 

Sponsor(s) 

TILTON 
RAYE 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

LD 836 amends the laws governing the scallop season by: 

Amendments Adopted 

1. Requiring that, prior to adopting or amending emergency rules that result in the closure or reduction of the 

scallop fishing season, the Commissioner of Marine Resources consult with the Scallop Advisory Council and the 
joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over marine resources matters; and 

2. Requiring that rules adopted to limit fishing during the scallop season may not lengthen the closed season or 
shorten the open season, but may only limit the total number of days during the open season that may be fished. 

ONTP 

ONTP 

LD852 An Act To Clarify the Public Ownership of Marine Organisms within 

the Intertidal Zone 

ACCEPTED ONTP 

REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

TRAHAN 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

LD 852 declares that the State owns and controls the harvesting of seaweed, shellfish and other marine organisms on 

or under lands within the intertidal zone. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-130) 

This committee amendment is the minority report and replaces the bill. It clarifies that the State owns and controls 
the living organisms within the intertidal zone. 

LD 928 An Act To Permit the Landing of Dragged Crabs as Bycatch 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

RECTOR OTP-AM S-41 

LD 928 allows a person who is issued a commercial fishing license under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12, 
section 6501 to take, possess and sell crabs that have been taken as bycatch while using an otter trawl within the 
exclusive economic zone as shown on the most recently published Federal Government nautical chart. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-41) 

This amendment adds a repeal date of June 30, 2012. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PUBLIC78 
EMERGENCY 

Pui;lic i.;;,;~zoo9~ chapter7Ran;;;~:;p~s.?~who. i~J;~~~ a co~me~ciaL:fis]tlng Iic~~~ti~de~the 1vfaine Re'7i~~d- -------- . 

St~tl!tes,Title 12, secliun 650 l to take, possess and sell crabs that h.ave been tak~n asbycatcn while using an ?tier 
h-awlwithm, tb_e· exclilsiv.e ·eco.n~,in.ii zone;aS _sh~wn _on th~ most: recently_ published_.FederalGovernment ·nautical " 
chart, This law is repealed on J.une 30,2012, 

)'ubliqLaw 2009, chapte~ 78 Was enacted as l1ll .. emergency measure effective May4,20090 

LD 932 An Act To Establish Area Management of Maine's Scallop Fishery 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

RAYE 

LD 932 is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208 and seeks to establish area management of the State's scallop 
:fishery. 

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature by joint order H.P. 1053. 

LD 1009 An Act To Allow Lobster License Exemptions to Persons with Certain 

Medical Criteria 

Sponsor(s) 

PINGREE 
DAMON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 
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Current law requires that to be eligible for a lobster license, a person must have had a lobster license in the previous 
year. An appeal of a denial of a license can be made to the Commissioner of Conservation if the person did not have 
a license in the previous year due to an illness or medical condition. LD 1009 strikes the language that requires a 

person to have had a license and make the appeal within one year of the onset of the illness or medical condition. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-217) 

This amendment allows a person that was diagnosed with muscular dystrophy between 1983 and 1988 that had 
harvested lobsters while in possession of a Class I, Class ll or Class III lobster and crab fishing license within one 
year prior to the diagnosis but did not hold a Class I, Class II or Class III lobster and crab fishing license since the 

year following the diagnosis to be eligible for a medical waiver to obtain a lobster and crab fishing license and fish a 
maximum of 300 trap tags. Those trap tags expire when the person is no longer eligible to hold the license and 
could not be counted in the exit ratio system for a lobster management zone. It also provides that the provisions of 

this amendment are repealed October 1, 2010. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P~blic Law 2009, c~~pter !88 allowsapersonthaf.was diagnosed withmlJ8culardysln)phy between 1983 and1988 
th~t had hruvestedlq),ster~ while inpossession of a Classl, Class II orCl'.1"s III lobster andcrab fishing license 
within. one year prior!? th~ diagno~is but did not holda Class I, Class _II ~r.Class ID lobster and .crab fishingHc~nse 
sine~ the year following the diagnosis to be eligible for a medicalwaiver to. obtain a lobster and crab fishing l_icense 

and fish a maXini.\Ull of 300. trap. tags .. It provides!hat those trap Jags expire when the person is no. 19nger eligible to 
hold theH~el1Se and can not be counted in the exit ratio system for a lpbster management zone, Public Law2009, · 
chapterl88is repealed on October l, 2010. · · 

LD 1128 An Act To Allow Family Members of an Island Community to Share a 
Lobster and Crab Fishing License 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DAMON ONTP 

LD 1128 allows the holder of a cun·ent Class I, Class II or Class III lobster and crab fishing license who is a 
permanent resident on an island not connected to the mainland by a bridge to share that license with family 1nembers 
who are permanent residents of the same island or another non bridged island within the same municipality. A 

family member sharing the Class I, Class II or Class III lobster and crab fishi.ng license is subject to the same 
privileges and restrictions as the primary license holder. It provides that for each family member sharing a Class I, 
Class II or Class III lobster and crab fishing license, the number of trap tags the primary license holder is eligible to 

receive under that license is reduced by 20%. LD 1128 also provides that, if the primary license holder is deceased 
or retires from commercially fishing for lobster and crab, a family member sharing the license must be named as the 
primary license holder or the license lapses back to the State. 

LD 1211 An Act To Amend the Marine Resources Suspension Laws 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

WEAVER OTP-AM H-142 
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LD 1211 amends the laws governing the notice requirements for a suspension or revocation of a-marine resources 

license to do the following. 

1. It amends the procedures for a hearing to appeal a suspension. 

2. It changes the reference to a violation of the laws against molesting lobster gear to refer to an adjudication rather 

than a conviction, since it is now a civil offense. 

3. It clarifies that an individual who has had the right to obtain a license suspended is subject to the same 

prohibitions as an individual who has had a license suspended. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-142) 

This amendment makes a technical change to clarify that the Commissioner of Marine Resources may give an 

opportunity for a hearing regarding a suspension or revocation. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pub!icI.aw2009, ~lt~pter )5 i an:iends th~ l~ws govemillg the notice requir~;,,ent; for a suspension orrevocati~n of 
a.marine·.;esoufces li~ense tO d.9_-~he.f~llo~ing-:_ 

1. It amends the procedures fora hearing t6 appeal ~ suspension. 

·. ;:··-.- -:-----· , 'c·: ·. ·;_ .'·_·-' .. ·-"· __ -.·_; - '- , ._:.·;_-___ , ·., :.·-_ -· ._>·-,_ , - , - ,,.- :-_< 
1. It changesthe reference to a •yi~l~tion of the laws against molesting lob~ter gear to refer to an adjudication rather 

-- - . - -

3. It clarifies thatlln mdividual who ha5had the right to obtain alicensesuspend.eil is subject to the same • 

prohibitions as an individual who has had a liceuse suspended. 

LD 1231 An Act To Protect the Long-term Viability oflsland Lobster Fishing 

Communities 

Sponsor(s) 

PINGREE 

DAMON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-401 

LD 1231 creates a lirhited-entry zone programs for islands in the coastal waters with year-round communities. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-401) 

This committee amendment replaces the bill and does the following. 

1. It provides that a year-round island community on an island in the coastal waters that is not connected to the 

mainland by an artificial structure may petition the Commissioner of Marine Resources for the establishment of a 

limited-entry program for that island if a minimum of 5 Class I. Class II or Class ill lobster and crab fishing license 

holders who are residents on the island or 10% of the island's resident Class I, Class II or Class III lobster and crab 

fishing license holders, whichever is greater, signs the petition. 

2. It provides that if2/3 of the Class I, Class II or Class III lobster and crab fishing license holders who are residents 

of the island voting in a referendum support the establishment of an island limited-entry progran1, the commissioner 

may adopt rules to establish such a program. 
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3. It requires that before establishing or amending the number of licenses available to island residents, the 
commissioner must determine the number oflicenses preferred by 2/3 of the Class I, Class II or Class III lobster and 
crab fishing license holders who are residents on the island but retains the discretion to accept or reject that 
preference. 

4. It requires the commissioner to consult with the applicable lobster management policy council before making a 
decision on the number of licenses to be made available. 

5. It authorizes the commissioner to adopt rules to implement the program to define residency and to provide 
exceptions to the island residency requirement for temporary absences from an island for medical or educational 
purposes and to allow, when appropriate, for an increase in the number of licenses available to an island community 
over time. 

6. It provides that a person who obtains a Class I, Class II or Class III lobster and crab fishing license through an 
island limited-entry program and was a resident of the island for at least 8 years and harvested lobsters for each of 
those years and who no longer wishes to maintain residency on that island may fish elsewhere in the lobster 
management zone in which the island is located without having to go on the waiting list. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public La;,, 2009, chapter 294 does the followirli·------

1. lfpro;ides ~ata year-~undisland community on ah island in the coast~! waters th~t is .not coilllect~d to the 
mainlan.d ])y ana1tifi,dal structure ;nay petition the Commissioner <?fMarine Resources .for the establishme'?-F of a 
limited"eQtry pro~mfo~ that islandif li minfornm of 5 (;lass I; Class II or Claso m lobster and crab fishing license 
holders who are residents on the island or 10% of the island's resident Class I, Class II or Class m lobster and crab 
fishirlg lic~nse l:iolders, whichever is· greater; signs the petiti~n. 

-_, _- - -

2 .. !!provides tllat if2/~ of the class I, class II or Class IllJobsterandcrab fishing license holders who are resi<le?ts 
?f the island voting it\ arefere?dum. support the establishinent of fill island limited-entry program, the .commissioner 
may adopt rules to establish such a program . 

. ' ::;·:-_ ---- --:>_-:,;:--'- :;_: _ ::_:<:_- __ <--; /::_ - -· --- _--;'_:·,;:. _____ (-' ; < - - __ · ,:·:::-:------.. ---- - -- _-:-_.--:---
3. It requii'es that before establishing or amending the nU!llber oflicenses ~vailabl.e t~ island resident.s, the 
Foinmissionermustdetel1lline the number oflicenses preferred by 2/3 of!he pass I, Cla$S II or Clas.s III lobster and 
.crab fishing license holders Vl'.hoare res.id en ts on theisland butrerains the discretion to accept or reject that 

4, It requfres th0COmmissiohertq coris\ilt with the appJicabl~ lobster manage1n~ntpoJicycounciJ b~fore makirl~ ll 
decision on the number oflicerises to be made available. 

- - -- - - - --.:_ ----: -_> - " -- ----- -:: --_ -

5 .. Itauth?1i~~s the commission~r t? adoplrules toimpI<(m~ntthe program to 4efineresidency and toproyjde 
exceptions .to the island residency requirem~ntfor temporaiy ab~ences [ram an islaiid forliledical .or educational 
purp~_Se-s,andio aU()W, whe11: __ appropriate,,, for-_?.nJncreas~ ID the numb,~_f_9fliCenSes:ay_aila~le·to an_island co.inmunity 
over time~ 

6 .. It provides th.at a person who obtains a Class I, CiassU or Class .III lobsterand crab fishing license through an 
island limited-entry progrlllll and was a resident of the. islai1d for at kast8 years and harvested lobsters for Fa ch of 
those yeai'S and who no longer wishes to maintainresidency on that jsland may fis]l elsewhere in the lobster 
manage111ent zone in which the island is Jocatedwi!hou(having to {\O on the w;tltinglist, 
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LD 1331 An Act Regarding Saltwater Recreational Fishing 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PERCY 

LD 1331 establishes a saltwater recreational fishing license, dedicates the fees from licensing to the Marine 

Recreation Fishing Conservation and Management Fund and gives the Commissioner of Marine Resources authority 

to 1nake expenditures from the fund for purposes such as fisheries management research and education and outreach. 

The bill also removes the exe1nptions from the commercial license requirements for certain methods of fishing for 

personal use. LD 1331 establishes the Marine Recreational Fisheries and Habitat Advisory Council and repeals the 

Marine Recreational Fishing Advisory Council and the Sea Run Fisheries and Habitat Advisory Council. 

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the 124th Legislature by joint order H.P. 1053. 

LD 1398 An Act To Amend the Aquaculture Laws 

Sponsor(s) 

EATON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

LD 1398 makes the following changes to Maine's aquaculture statutes. 

Amendments Adopted 

H-278 

1. Currently, aquaculture leases that are terminated or revoked are permanently lost and there is no option for a new 

lessee to continue under the same terms and conditions. This bill creates a mechanism for the Commissioner of 

Marine Resources to solicit proposals for continued operations at the site for the remainder of the original lease term 

and under the same terms and conditions and to choose the most suitable proposal. A 2-week public comment 

period is provided, and fees, not to exceed $5,000, are set in rule. 

2. It shortens the public comment period for transfer applications and removes the option of a hearing. The 

application fee is eliminated and a fee for transferring the lease is created in the case of a successful application. 

3. It increases the limit on the size of an expedmental lease from 2 acres to 4 acres. 

4. It eliminates the prohibition on limited-purpose aquaculture licenses in intertidal waters as long as permission of 

the landowner is obtained and creates a nom·esident limited-purpose aquaculture license. It establishes a $300 annual 

fee for nonresident limited-purpose aquaculture license. 

5. It allows a person to possess cultured marine organisms that do not meet the size or season requirements that wild 

product must meet. Appropriate documentation must be 1naintained and made available upon request of the 

Department of Marine Resources. 

6. It eliminates a duplicative notice requirement regarding an aquaculture facility1s use of antibiotics. 

7. It creates a mechanism to assign lease options, which allow the holder to have first priority in applying for a lease 
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in a particular location. Some other coastal users such as local fishermen or adjacent landowners would still be able 
to claim preference under the law and nullify the option, but the option would prevent other potential applicants that 

are not specifically given priority in law from moving forward with a lease application in the area until the option 
has expired. The department must assess whether the application for the option is in good faith and whether it will 
likely result in an aquaculture application in the area. Fees are charged per acre and are capped at $500 for the first 

acre and $50 for each additional acre. 

8. It authorizes the commissioner to refuse to issue or renew a marine resources license, such as a fishing or 

wholesale license, to the holder of an aquaculture lease or license who has not paid legally required fees. 

9. It authorizes the commissioner to require a license for the land-based culture of marine organisms and allows the 

commissioner to set the fee at not more than $1,000. 

10. It authorizes the department to remove and sell abandoned aquaculture gear or stock after the lease or license 
holder and anyone who has previously claitned ownership of the gear or stock has been notified and has failed to 

remove the gear or stock. 

11. It authorizes marine patrol officers to inspect aquaculture leases and associated vehicles, watercraft and 

buildings, except for residences. 

12. It allows municipalities that choose to issue aquaculture permits to charge an application fee that reflects their 

costs. LD 1398 also clarifies the total acreage allowed under all permits in a municipality, requires municipalities to 
adopt ordinances to prevent speculative holding of permits, updates the maximum rental fee to match the 
department's lease fee and clarifi~s that it is an annual rental fee and requires municipalities to submit an annual 

report to the department. 

13. It adds aquaculture lease and license holders to the group of persons that the department may authorize to take 

green crabs without a commercial license. 

Committee Amendment ''A'' (H-278) 

This amendment incorporates a fiscal note. 

Committee Amendment "B" (H-279) 

This amendment is the minority report and removes the provision from the bill that authorizes the Commissioner of 

Marine Resources to refuse to renew or issue a license or permit to the holder of an aquaculture lease that fails to 
pay related fees or charges. It also provides that any proceeds that are left over from the sale of abandoned 
equipment or stock after all debts are paid must be sent to the owner of the abandoned equipment or stock or that 

person1s heirs. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publici;;;\; 2009, ~hapter ~29 makes the follnwlng changes to Mafu~;s aq~acultiire 1.aws. 
' - -- __ ,, - -_,- -- -· _:-::' - ------ - -- _j---

L Currt)1}tly, aquaculture Ieas~s.that are termfuated or revoked ard perfoanently l.ost and.there is no 0ptlori for a 

new lessee to continue under the same terms.and conditions. This law creates a mechanism for the 

C9mmis;ioner of Marine Resources to. solicit proposals for continued op6rnticms at ~~e site for the rem~inder cit 
the ?rigina!Jease term and un~er the same terms and conditions and to .choose the most suitable proposal; A 
2-week public comment period is p~ovided, and fees,.notto exceed $5,000, are set .in rule. 

2 .• It sho11ens the public commen.tperiodfor.traristerapplications .and remov~s the optioJ1of aheari11g .. The 

application fee is elifi!inated and a fee for transferring theJease is created in the case ofa successfu1 applicatlo;,..> 
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3. It increases the limit on the size of an experimental lease from 2 acres to 4. acres. 

4. It eHminates the prohibition on limited,purpose aquaculture licenses in intertidal waters as long as 

permissi011 of the l.andowner is obtained and creates a nonresident limited-purpose aquaculture license. It 

establishes a $300 annual fee for nonresident limited-purpose aquaculture license. 

5. It allows a person to possess cultured marine organisms that. do not meet the size or season requirements that 

wil.d product must meet, Appropriate documentation must be maintained and made available upon request of 

the Department .of Marin~ Reso.urces. 

6. It. elilliinates aduplicative notice requirement regarding an aquaculture facility's use of antibiotics. 

7; It creates a m~chanism to assign lease options, which allow the holder to have first priority in applying for a 

lease in. a pamcular location. Some other coastal users such as local fishennen or adjacent landowners are still 

be able to daim preference under the law and nullify the option, but the option prevents other potential 

appl.ic~11tsthatare not specifically given priority in law from moving forward with a lease application in the 

area un,~Jthe option has expired. 'J'he department must assess whether the application for the option is in good 
fait~ a~gwheth~r it will likely result in an aquaculture application in the area. Fees are charged per acre and 

are cappe<l at.$500 for the first acre and $50 for each additional acre . 

• s: Ifa.u~~rizes thecommissioner to refuse toissue or renew a marine resources license, such as a fishing or 
wholes.ale license, to the holder of an aquaculture lease. or license who has not paid .legally required fees. 

9'. Ifanlllorizes the commissioner to require a license for the land-based culture of marine organisms and. allows 
the commissioner tosetthe fee at not more than $1,000. 

io. JI au!horizesthe department to remove and sell abandoned aquaculture gear or stock after the lease or 

licen~e holder and anyone who has previously claimed owne1ship of the gear or stock has been notified and has 
failed to remove the gear or stock. 

if. Ita~hori~~tn~inepatrol officers to inspect aquaculture leases and associated vehicles, watercraft and 
buiidi.tigs; exceptfor residences. 
:--<-_-::/_r_-'o-:-:::·:,_/-:·_:<>'. -, 

]2:Itallow~municipalities thatchoose to issue aquaculture permits to charge an application fee that reflects 

their costs. Publi~Law 2009,. chapter 229 clarifies the total acreage allowed under all permits in a municipality, 

requires111unicipalities to adopt ordinances to prevent speculative holding of permits, updates the maximum 

.re11talfee to match the department's lease fee and clarifies that it is an annual rental fee and requires 
municipalities to submit an annual report to the department. 

13. ltad% aquaculture lease and license holders to the group of persons that the department may authorize to 

take green crabs without a colllmercial license. 

LD 1432 An Act To Create a Saltwater Recreational Fishing Registry 

Sponsor(s) Committee Rerort Amendments Adopted 

TRAHAN 
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LD 1432 creates the saltwater recreational fishing registry to register persons engaged in saltwater recreational 

fishing to be administered by the Department oflnland Fisheries and Wildlife through the department's existing 

program to issue fishing licenses. It directs the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to negotiate a 

memorandum of agreement with the United States Department of Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration to exempt the State from a federal registry if the State submits data from the saltwater recreational 

fishing registry created by this bill. LD 1432 deappropriates $12,000 from the Department of Marine Resources 

recreational fishing program to fund the saltwater recreational fishing registry. 

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature by joint order H.P. HJ53. 
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Enacted 

LD 1398 

Not Enacted 

LD294 

Enacted 

LD32 

LD82 

LD447 

Not Enacted 

LD836 

LD 932 

Enacted 

LD 1211 

Not Enacted 

LD 691 

Enacted 

Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources 

SUBJECT INDEX 

Aquaculture 

An Act To Amend the Aquaculture Laws 

An Act To Require the Department of Marine Resources To 
Enforce Conditions in an Aquaculture Lease 

Clams, Mussels and Scallops 

An Act To Clarify the Disposition of Fines from Maine's 
Soft-shelled Clam Laws 

An Act To Create a Penalty for Harvesting Scallops in a 
Conservation Area 

An Act To Allow the Direct Sale of Shellfish to Retailers 

An Act To Amend the Laws Governing the Scallop Season 

An Act To Establish Area Management of Maine's Scallop 
Fishery 

Department of Marine Resources 

An Act To Amend the Marine Resources Suspension Laws 

An Act To Lower the Cost of State Government in the 
Departments under the Purview of the Joint Standing Committee 
on Marine Resources 

Diadromous Fish 

657 

PUBLIC 229 

ONTP 

PUBLIC24 

PUBLIC 72 

PUBLIC 217 
EMERGENCY 

ONTP 

PUBLIC 151 

ONTP 



LD 151 

Not Enacted 

LD173 

Enacted 

LD246 

LD928 

LD 1009 

LD 1231 

Not Enacted 

LD 141 

LD585 

LD 1128 

Not Enacted 

LD 1331 

LD 1432 

Enacted 

LD345 

LD378 

Not Enacted 

An Act To Amend the Alewife Fishing Laws 

An Act To Restore Funding for a Fish Hatchery in Northern 
Maine 

Lobsters and Crabs 

An Act Regarding Violations of Lobster Conservation Laws 

An Act To Permit the Landing of Dragged Crabs as Bycatch 

An Act To Allow Lobster License Exemptions to Persons with 
Certain Medical Criteria 

An Act To Protect the Long-term Viability of Island Lobster 
Fishing Communities 

An Act To Allow a Person 65 Years of Age or Older To Obtain a 
Lobster License without Completing the Apprentice Program 

An Act To Protect Fishing Families by Authorizing Certain 
Transfers of Lobster and Crab Fishing Licenses 

An Act To Allow Family Members of an Island Community to 
Share a Lobster and Crab Fishing License 

Recreational Saltwater Fishing 

An Act Regarding Saltwater Recreational Fishing 

An Act To Create a Saltwater Recreational Fishing Registry 

Rockweed, Bait Fish and the Intertidal Zone 

An Act To Regnlate the Rockweed Harvest in Cobscook Bay 

Resolve, To Direct the Department of Marine Resources To Study 
the Issues Surrounding the Harvest of Bait Fish within 
Territorial Waters 
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LD852 

Enacted 

LD278 

An Act To Clarify the Public Ownership of Marine Organisms 
within the Intertidal Zone 

Sea Urchins and Sea Cucumbers 

An Act To Bring Equity to the Sea Urchin License Fees 
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LD 63 

Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources 

An Act To Rednce Registration Fees for Certain Generators of 
Biomedical Waste 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PINKHAM ONTP 

This bill requires the Department of Environmental Protection to adopt rules assessing a one-time registration 

fee of $50 for generators of less than I 0 pounds of biomedical waste per month in lieu of the current rules that 

provide for an annual registration fee. It also provides that a generator registered as producing less than 10 

pounds of biomedical waste per month may not be reclassified based on immunizations for annual influenza or 

mass immunizations for a pandemic. 

ONTP 

LD107 An Act To Change the Classification of Man-made Wetlands ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

TIIOMAS 
TRAHAN 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

The bill exempts man-made wetlands from state regulation under the Natural Resources Protection Act unless the 
man-made wetlands were created in connection with a compensation project. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-28) 

This amendment incorporates a fiscal note. This amendment was not adopted. 

LD 199 An Act To Facilitate Wind Power Siting 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CEBRA ONTP 

This bill amends the laws governing the siting of wind energy developments. The bill grants the state-level wind 
power siting authority, which is the Department of Environmental Protection or the Maine Land Use Regulation 

Commission depending on the location of a given wind power development, sole jurisdiction for approving the 
construction and initial operation of a wind energy development. Specifically, the bill prohibits any other state or 

local governmental entity fro1n requiring any approval, permit or other condition for the construction or initial 
operation of a wind energy development that has been certified or permitted by the wind power siting authority. The 
bill changes the terminology used in the law from nprimary siting authority11 to "wind power siting authority11 to 

reflect the removal of any secondary authority over siting of wind power development. 

The bill also amends the definition of nwind power siting authority11 to specify the Department of Environmental 
Protection and the Maine Land Use Regulation Commission as the siting authority for the smaller-scale wind energy 
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developments that are subject to approval by the department or commission. Under current law, the siting authority 

is only defined for the larger grid-scale wind energy developments. The bill also amends the law to require a wind 
power siting authority to hold a public hearing on any application for approval of a wind energy development and to 
require a decision in 210 days from acceptance of a complete application. 

LD207 An Act Concerning Regulation of Borrow Pit Excavations 

Sponsor(s) 

JOHNSON 
SMITHD 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill amends the law concerning borrow pits by removing the provision that requires an excavation to meet the 

performance standards if there is a co1nrnon owner or operator of adjacent parcels and the total excavated area on the 
combined parcels is 5 acres or greater. 

LD208 An Act To Require a Municipality That Abuts a Body of Water To 
Contribute to the Cost of Upkeep of Municipally Owned Dams on That 
Body of Water 

Sponsor(s) 

JONES 
BRYANTB 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This hill requires the apportionment of maintenance and repair costs for municipally owned darns between the 

municipality that owns the dam and all municipalities that abut the body of water contained by the dam. 

ONTP 

ONTP 

LD229 An Act To Promote Clean Waters in the State ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

NUTTINGJ 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bil1 prohibits the Department of Environmental Protection from licensing a discharge of untreated sewage to 

any water of the State by a municipal or quasi-municipal sewerage system beginning January 1, 2013. It also 
provides that beginning Janua1y 1, 2013 a municipality that discharges untreated sewage to any water of the State 
may not receive state-municipal revenue sharing. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-34) 

This amendment adds a mandate preamble and an appropriations and allocations section. This amendment was not 

adopted. 
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An Act To Provide Access to Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative 
Auction Funds to Maine Indian Tribes 

Sponsor(s) 

SOCTOMAH 

RAYE 

Cormnittee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill requires 5 percent of the annual receipts of the Energy and Carbon Savings Trust Fund to be allocated to 

the Passamaquoddy Tribe at Indian Township, Passamaquoddy Tribe at Pleasant Point, Penobscot Nation, Houlton 

Band ofMaliseet Indians and Aroostook Band ofMicmacs. 

LD298 An Act Regarding the Labeling of Wood Pellet and Biomass Heating 
Fuel Sold in the State 

Sponsor(s) 

PINKHAM 

Committee Report 

ONTP A 

OTP-AM B 

REFTOACF C 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill defines 11biomass heating fuel 11 as wood pellets or corn or grain that is in a form designed to be used as 

heating fuel for residential purposes. It requires packages containing biomass heating fuel that are sold in this State 

to be labeled in a manner that clearly indicates whether the biomass heating fuel meets quality assurance standards · 

established by the Department of Environmental Protection. It requires the Department of Environmental Protection 

to adopt major substantive rules to establish labeling standards for packages of biomass heating fuel weighing 60 

pounds or less intended to be sold in stores to the general public that incorporate standards established by a national 

pellet fuels trade association and permit the use of the logo, terms and grades established by the national pellet fuels 

trade association only ifthe biomass heating fuel meets that association1s relevant quality assurance standards. It 

makes a violation an unfair trade practice as prohibited by the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 207. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-54) 

This amendment adds an appropriations and allocations section to the bill. This amendment was not adopted. 

LD330 An Act To Change the Classification of Certain Waters of the State 

Sponsor(s) 

EBERLE 

SIMPSON 

This bill does the following. 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM A 

OTP-AM B 

OTP-AM C 

Amendments Adopted 

H-70 

I. It adds a condition in the water classification law that allows the Legislature to make classification changes and 

set effective dates for those changes. It allows the commissioner to make changes in management to allow water 

quality to attain the new classification by an effective date detennined by the Legislature. 
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2. It upgrades the classification of Abbott Brook and tributaries in Lincoln Plantation from Class A to Class AA. 

3. It upgrades the classification of Aunt Hannah Brook and its tributaries in Dixfield from Class B to Class A. 

4. It upgrades the classification of the Kennebec River from downstream of the Shawmut Dam to the confluence 
with Messalonskee Stream, excluding impoundments, from Class C to Class B. 

5. It upgrades the classification of tidal sections of tributaries entering the Kennebec River between the Sidney, 
Vassalboro and Augusta town line and a line drawn across the tidal estuary of the I<..ennebec River due east of 
Abagadasset Point from Class C to Class B, except that the tidal section of the Eastern River would remain Class C. 

6. It upgrades the classification of Alder Stream and its tributaries from Class B to Class A and upgrades tributaries 

to Seboeis Stream from Class B to Class A. 

7. It upgrades the classification of selected tributaries of Souadabscook Stream from Class B to Class A. It also 

upgrades the classification of tributaries to Mattamiscontis Stream from Class B to Class A. 

8. It upgrades the classification of Crooked River at Scribners Mill from A to AA. 

9. It upgrades the classification of South River and its tributaries from Class B to Class A. 

10. It clarifies the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 467, subsection 13, paragraph A to recognize that the 
ecological functioning of the described section of the St. Croix River is more similar to a great pond than a river. 
The classification would be changed from Class B to Class GPA. 

11. It changes the landmark used to designate the classification change from Class A to Class B on the St. John 

River. 

12. It upgrades the classification of Beaver Brook and its tributaries in T.14 R.6 W.E.L.S., T.14 R.5 W.E.L.S., T.13 

R.5 W.E.L.S., Portage Lake, Ashland, Castle Hill from Class B to Class A. It also upgrades the classification of 

Gardner Brook and its tributaries in T.14 R.5 W.E.L.S., T.13 R.5 W.E.L.S. and Wade from Class B to Class A. 

13. It upgrades the classification of Violette Stream and its tributaries from its source to the confluence with Caniba 
Brook from Class B to Class A. 

14. It upgrades the classification of the Little River and its tributaries in Berwick, North Berwick and Lebanon from 
Class B to Class A. 

15. It clarifies that the segment of Trout Brook that serves as the town border between Cape Elizabeth and South 

Portland is Class C. 

16. It clarifies that all of Stroudwater River in Portland, including its tributaries, is Class B. 

17. It upgrades the classification of the upper reaches of the Nonesuch River to a point 1/2 mile downstream of 

Mitchell Hill Road crossing from Class C to Class B and upgrades the Stroudwater River and its tributaries in 

Scarborough to Class B. 

18. It clarifies that Trout Brook downstream of the first point where the brook becomes the town boundary between 

South Portland and Cape Elizabeth is Class C. 

19. It upgrades the Pemaquid River in Bristol, including tributaries, below Pemaquid Pond from Class B to Class A. 
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20. It upgrades the classification of Black Brook, Kendall Brook and Tucker Brook in Lincolnville from Class B to 

Class A. 

21. It upgrades the classification of tidal waters of The Basin, including The Narrows, east of a line drawn between 

69'-51'-57" W. and 43'-48'-14" N. from Class SB to Class SA. 

22. It provides for a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources from the Department of 

Environmental Protection by January 15, 2010 concerning a review of reclassification procedures. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~70) 

This amendment is the majority report of the committee. The amendment: 

1. Strikes section 1 from the bill; 

2. Adds language to the bill that keeps certain Kennebec River impoundments at Class C; 

3. Strikes section 11 from the bill; 

4. Adds language making Long Creek1s main stem in Westbrook Class C; 

5. Makes a typographical correction in section 24; and 

6. Directs the Department of Environmental Protection to establish and implement a water quality sampling 

program for the lower Androscoggin River, to initiate the procedures for reclassification and to report to the Joint 

Standing Committee on Natural Resources. It authorizes the committee to report out legislation relating to the water 

sampling program to the Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. 

Committee Amendment ' 1B11 (H-71) 

This amendment is a minority report of the committee. The amendment differs from the majority report in that it 

strikes section 8 from the bill. The amendment also: 

1. Strikes section 1 from the bill; 

2. Adds language to the bill that keeps certain Kennebec River impoundments at Class C; 

3. Strikes section 11 from the bill; 

4. Adds language making Long Creek's main stem in Westbrook Class C; 

5. Makes a typographical correction in section 24; and 

6. Directs the Department of Environmental Protection to establish and implement a water quality sampling 

program for the lower Androscoggin River, to initiate the procedures for reclassification and to report to the Joint 

Standing Committee on Natural Resources. It authorizes the committee to report out legislation relating to the water 

sampling program to the Second Regular Session of the ! 24th Legislature. 

This amendment was not adopted. 

Committee Amendment 11C" (H-72) 

This amendment is a minority report of the committee. The amendment differs from the majority report in that it 

does not add language making the Long Creek, main stem in Westbrook Class C. The amendment also: 

664 



Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources 

I. Strikes section I from the bill; 

2. Adds language to the bill that keeps certain Kennebec River impoundments at Class C; 

3. Strikes section 11 from the bill; 

4. Makes a typographical correction in section 24; and 

5. Directs the Department of Environmental Protection to establish and implement a water quality sampling 
program for the lower Androscoggin River, to initiate the procedures for reclassification and to report to the Joint 
Standing Committee on Natural Resources. It authorizes the committee to report out legislation relating to the water 
sampling program to the Second Regular Session of the ! 24th Legislature. 

This amendment was not adopted. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public LaW.2009, ~hapter 163 does the following. 

L Jt upgrades the classification of Abbott Brook .and tributaries in Lincoln Plantation from Class A to Class AA.. 

2 .. Itupgrades the classificatioll of AUlltHannahBrook and its tributaries ill Dixfield from Cl~s B to Cfa~s A 
"'°'-- : -- ·" .~.::·;.>.: .··/: .::··: -_ -.- -___ . -_-:·:-::s-:_--,,_-,/:,:~'.----_-- _--___ ,_ - ::_----'.'.:-:.:.--- . - _____ ,: - ·,-;· .. -·-_ -:_ 

3, I!upgrades the cl~ssificationpfthe Kenm;bec River j!om dOWlJ.Streamof the ShawmutDam to the confluence 
withMessalonskee Stream, exclu~ing impoundments, from Class Cto Class B, .Waters impounded by the 
Hydro,Kennebec Dam and the Lockwood Dam ln Waterville-Winslow are Class. C, 

4. Ifupgrades thi:J1.,,sification of tidal sections ofnibut~ries enterin~ the Kenil~bec River between the Sidney, . 

yassalboro and Aug~sta town lin.e and a line. drawn across the tidal estuary o~ the Kennebec River .due e~t of 
Abagadasset Point fro.m.Class C to .Class. B, except that the tidal section of the Eastern River would remain Class C. 

sOit upgracle~the·.cl~sificatitinof Alder.Stream and its tributaries from Class ~t~Cl~s ililldupg,adesttibu~rles • 
to Se]Joeis Stream :from Class B to Class A, · · 

6: It upgrades the classification of selected trib~taries ofSouadabsco.ok Stream from Class Bto Class A. It also 
upgrades th.e classification of tributaries to Mattamiscontis Stream from Class B to .Cl.Ss A. . 

- ' ' ' ' ' - --- ·--

7; It upgrades the classification of Crooked River at Scribners MiU from A fa ,AA. 
:· .. :_-::--;_':. ,,,: ' ..___ _.\:_'. -.. - -' -.- .... : ' -

8. It~pgrades the classification of South Riv~r and its tributaries frolll ClassBi~Class A. 

9. It clarifies the Mah)e Revised Statutes, Title38, ie~tio11467, subsection'B,paragraph Alcl ;ecogIJ.ize that the 

ecofogic~I functioning ()fthe described section of the SL Croix River is more ~imilar to a great pond than a river. 
The classification would .be changed from Class B to Class GP A . .. 

10. It upgrades th,eelassificationofBeaverBrook. and its tributaries in T.14 R.6-W.E.L.S.,ff.14 RS W.E.L.S., T .. B 

R.5 W .E.L.$., Portage Lake, Ashland; Castle Hill from C:IassB.to Class A.. n.also upgrades the classification of 
Gardner Brook and hs tJibu(l!ries in T.14 R.5 W.E.L.S;;T.13 R.5 W .E.L.S. arid. Wade from Class B to Class A. 

.11 : .. It µpgrades the ?lassificationofVio]ette Stream and its tributaries from its source tdtlie conflue11ce with Caniba 
Brook from Class B to Class A. 
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- ---- ----

12. It upgrades theclassification of the Little Riverand its tributaries in Be1wick, North Berwick and Lebanon from 
Class B to Class A. 

13 .. It clarifies that the segment of Trout Brook that serves as the. town border between Cape Elizabeth and. South 
Portland is Class c. 

14; It clarifies that all of Stroudwater River in Portland, including its tributaries; is Class B. 

15. ·It upgrades the classification of the upper reaches of the Nonesuch River to a point 1/2 mile downstream of 
Mitchell Hill Road crossing from Class Cto Class B and upgrades the Stroudwater River and its tributaries in 
Scarborough to Class B. 

16. Jt clarifies that Trout Brook downstreanl ~fthe first point where the brook becomes the town boundary between 
South .Portland and Cape Elizabeth is Class C . 

. 17. It upgrades the PemaquidRiver in Bristol, including tributaries, below Pemaquid Pond .from Class B to Class A . 
. · .. ··.-> ..... ·.-""---- .. • .... •·· ...•. ·· .. · . . . ·. 

18, It upgrades the classification of Black Brook; Kendall Brook and Tucker Brook in Lincolnville from Class B to 
Class A 

- ·- -
' ' - -

19. It. upgrades ~e classification of tidal waternofThe Basin, including The Narrows, east of a line drawn between 
69'~5l'-57"W; and 43'~48'-14" N. from Class SB to Class SA. 

--/·_-::-::_:·'- -

20: It specifies that Long Creek's main stem in Westbrook is Class C . 
. ---- -. - ,• 

2l.•Itprovides for a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources from the Department of 
EnV~nniental Protection.by JanU:ary_ 15, 2010 conceniing a revieW of reclassification procedures. 

- - - - - , . 
22. It directs theDepartment ofEnyiromnental Protection. to establish and implement a water quality sampling 
program for thelowerAndroscoggin River, to initiate the procedures for reclassification and to report to the Joint 
,St_ruiding Com.mitt~e on Nati.iral ReSouices. It _authorizes the committee to.report out legislation relating to.the water 
samplingprogram to the Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. 

LD348 An Act To Facilitate the Removal of Dams That Pose a Hazard to Public 

Safety and the Installation and Repair of Fishways 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DAMON OTP-AM S-21 

This bill amends the Natural Resources Protection Act to specify that a permit is not required for: 

I. The erection, maintenance, repair or alteration of a fishway in a dam or other artificial obstruction when required 
or performed by the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife or the Commissioner of Marine Resources; 

2. Activity associated with the release of water from an abandoned dam pursuant to an order issued by the 

Department of Environmental Protection under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 905; and 

3. Activity associated with the breach or removal of a dam pursuant to a dam safety order issued by the 

Commissioner of Defense, Veterans and Emergency Management under Title 37-B, chapter 24. 
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Committee Amendment "A" (S-21) 

This amendment amends the exemption for fishway proceedings in the bill to be consistent with the provisions in the 
Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12, section 12760 and Title 12, section 6121. The bill exempts from the Natural 

Resources Protection Act the erection, maintenance, repair or alteration of a fishway in a dam when required or 
performed by the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife or the Commissioner of Marine Resources; the 
amendment removes "or perfonned. 11 The amendment also amends the exemption for abandoned dams by removing 
the term uabandoned11 to be consistent with provisions in Title 38, section 905. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law2009, chapter 75 amends the Natural Resources Protection Act to specifythat a permit is not required . 
for: 

1. ,Th_e erection, maintenanc_e,_r_~-pa,ir or alterati,o_ri: __ Of a fish Way in a d_am or other artificial ob_sttuction when r_eqilirep 
by the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife or the Commissioner of Marine Resources; 
:- _____ : --,-- :_--, -.-',_ 

2 .. A.ctiyity associated\Vitllth°' release of waterfrOm a dam p~~uant to an order issued by the Pepaitment of. 
Environmental Protection under the Maine Revised StatµteS, Title 38, section 905; and. . 
:-_:- '.:- '~-: ---: -~-- - - - -: --.:-.:~ -- :: :':-_ ;- -: - -- _, -_- ::-- - --~ - : :< - - --
3. Acti\'ity associated with thebl1'a~h or removal of a dam pmsuant to a dam safety order issu7d by the 

<:;omlJ1iS§ioner of Defense, V"terans a.nd Emergency Management ·nnder 'fitle 37-B, c]\apter 24. 

LD351 An Act Regarding the Regulation of Agricultural Composting 

Operations 

Sponsor(s) 

NUTTlNGJ 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

This bill was jointly referred to the Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources and the Joint Standing 
Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry. The bill requires commercial agricultural composting 
operations to register with the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources and directs the Commissioner 
of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources to adopt rules concerning best 1nanagement practices for co1nmercial 

agricultural composting operations. It authorizes the commissioner or the commissioner1s designee to enter the 
premises of a commercial agricultural composting operation to inspect for compliance with best management 
practices. It removes commercial agricultural composting operations from regulation by the Department of 

Environmental Protection as waste facilities. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-165) 

The amendment replaces the bill with a resolve and changes the title. It authorizes the Joint Standing Committee on 
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry and the Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources to submit legislation 
relating to the regulation of agricultural composting operations to the Second Regular Session of the !24th 

Legislature. This amendment was not adopted. 
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An Act To Allow State Agencies To Acquire and Sell Carbon Credits 

under the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

TRAHAN ONTP 

This bill requires the Department of Environmental Protection to include in the rules governing the regional 

greenhouse gas initiative provisions for the buying and selling of carbon dioxide emissions allowances by state 

agencies. 

LD367 Resolve, To Convene a Work Group To Design and Implement a 

Statewide Disposable Checkout Bag Reduction Campaign, with 

Benchmarks 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

NUTTINGJ OTP-AM S-97 

This bill requires retailers to charge I 0 cents for each plastic bag used by customers. The funds must be remitted to 
the Department of Environmental Protection and deposited into the Waste Reduction and Recycling Loan Fund 

under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 10, section I 023-G. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-97) 

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve. The resolve requires the Executive Department, State Planning 

Office to establish a work group consisting of agencies, organizations and businesses for the purpose of reducing the 

distribution of disposable checkout bags. The work group is charged with assessing recycling infrastructure 

capacities, developing language for a memorandum of understanding with goals and benchmarks for reducing the 

use of disposable checkout bags, designing a statewide promotional campaign and identifying funding sources. The 

work group is directed to submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources, and the committee 

is authorized to report out legislation relating to the report. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve ;fo09, ~ltapter 54 requires th~ Executive Departme~t, St~ie Planning Office to "stablish a '\"Ork group 
consisting of age11cies, organizations andbusinesses for the purpose of reducing the .distribution of disposable 
checkout bags. The work gr(!Up is charged with assessing recycling infrastnictur~ capacities, developing language 
for a memorand~of understanding with.goals and benchmarks for.reducing the useofdisposable chec~?l!t bags, 
?esiguing a statewide promotional campaign and identifying funding sources .• The work group is directed.to s.ubmit 
a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources, an.d th\'. committee is authorized to report out 
legislation relating to the report 
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An Act To Protect Groundwater and Surface Water from 
Contamination 

Sponsor(s) 

DUCHESNE 
GOODALL 

Committee Report 

LTW 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill defines 11offal. 11 The bill also requires the Board of Environmental Protection to adopt rules relating to the 

composting of offal. The bill also limits the volume of offal that a hazardous waste site or facility may compost to 30 

cubic yards in any 30-day period without the site's or facility's first obtaining a license. 

LD431 An Act To Make the Site Location of Development Laws More 
Development Friendly 

Sponsor(s) Committee Rep01t Amendments Adopted 

FINCH ONTP 

The site location of development laws currently require state review of any proposed structure that would result in a 

total project occupying a ground area in excess of 3 acres. This 3-acre threshold for review includes areas that are 

stripped or graded and not revegetated within one calendar year. This bill extends from one year to 10 years the 

amount of time a developer has to revegetate stripped or graded areas before those areas can be included in 

calculating the 3-acre site law review threshold. 

LD460 Resolve, To Evaluate Climate Change Adaptation Options for the State 

Sponsor(s) 

SIMPSON 

Committee Repo1t 

OTP MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This resolve directs the Department of Environmental Protection to create a stakeholder group to evaluate the 

options available to Maine people and businesses for adapting to the most likely impacts of climate change and to 

focus on the climate impact assessment by the University of Maine that concluded that climate change is already 

occurring in the State as a result of increased levels of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. The department is to 

report reco1nmendations, along with proposed legislation, to the Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources by 

February 27, 2010. 

Enacted Law Summary 

R~sol~e2009, chapter 16 directs ·tlie Deparhnent of E11Vh-onmentai Pl"()tection to-create ·ast~keholder group to 

evaluate.the options available t9Jylainepeopleand businesses for adapting to th_e most likely impacts of climate 
change and.to foct1s on theclimat_e itnpact assessment by the University of Maine. The department is to report 

recommendations, alonllwith proposed legisfati?u, to the Joint Standing Cmnmittee on.Na!t)ral Resources by · 

February 27,2010 and the. committee is au!horized_ to submit legislation related to the report io the Seco)ld Regular 
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.Sessio.n of the !24th Legislature. 

LD476 An Act To Amend Certain Laws Administered by the Department of 
Environmental Protection 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

GOODALL OTP-AM S-56 

This bill: 

1. Amends the Maine Revised Statutes to add "remand" to the list of actions the Board of Environmental Protection 

may take in response to an appeal of a commissioner's licensing decision; 

2. Amends the length of terms on the Pollution Prevention Advisory Committee from 3 years to 4 years; 

3. Amends the Clean Govennnent Initiative by removing the requirement to file biennial plans and adding 

state-supported institutions of higher learning to those agencies whose activities must be reported to the Legislature; 

4. Clarifies the Department of Environmental Protection's authority to consider license amendment and surrender 

applications; 

5. Changes a reference date in the definitions of "Code of Federal Regulations" and the 11Federal Water Pollution 

Control Act" from July I, 2007 to July 1, 2009; 

6. Authorizes the department to recover the cost of preparing and implementing a plan to restore natural resources 
damaged by the discharge of oil or hazardous matter from the persons responsible for the discharge; 

7. Clarifies the scope and purpose of Title 38, chapter 3, subchapter 2-B, which governs oil storage tanks; 

8. Amends the laws governing oil storage tanks to clarify that a person who suffers a discharge from an oil storage 
tank must clean it up immediately whether or not the discharge is shown to reach groundwater, encourage the 

reporting of discharges from oil storage tanks whether or not the discharge is known to have reached groundwater 
and clarify that money may be disbursed from the Ground Water Oil Clean-up Fund to pay damages related to a 
discharge from an oil storage facility whether or not the discharge is shown to have reached groundwater; 

9. Amends Maine's ambient air quality standards for particulate matter to make them consistent with national 

ambient air quality standards for particulate matter; 

10. Requires the Commissioner of Environmental Protection to charge interest at a rate of 15% per annum on 
amounts owed to the Uncontrolled Sites Fund by responsible parties; and 

11. Clarifies the applicability of the laws harming the sale of products that contain polybrominated diphenyl ether. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-56) 

This amendment makes the following changes to the bill. 

1. It clarifies a provision in the bill regarding voluntary surrender of a license. 

2. It changes a term used in the bill from "an oil storage facility" to "an underground oil storage facility or an 
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aboveground oil storage facility 11 since the term "oil storage facility 11 is not defined in statute. 

3. It amends a provision in the bill that authorizes the Commissioner of Environmental Protection to charge interest. 

4. It strikes a provision in the bill that repealed the exemptions to the 11 deca" sales ban. 

5. It adds a provision to the bill that allows a de minimis level of the ndeca11 mixture ofpolybrominated diphenyl 
ethers in electronics to be consistent with the de rninitnis level allowed in products containing the "penta'1 and 11octa 11 

mixtures. 

6. It adds a provision to the bill that amends the law governing recovery of costs incurred to undertake the 
abandonment of underground oil storage facilities and tanks. It directs the commissioner to seek recovery of those 
costs regardless of whether the costs were paid from state or federal funds. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PublicLaW2009, chapter 121: 

I. Amends the Maine Revised.Statutes to add "remand" to the list of actions thib Board ofE!lvil"onmental Proi~ction 
maY: take .in,-r6$ponse·to;aii·app·eai bf~ comrni.ssioner's licensing ·deCiSion;· ·. 

<; - -----> ___ -:_: .... -· ';:_".' " - _.-. - -- _- '.'· -

2 .. Amends the le~gth of terms•on the Pollution Prevention Advisory Cornmitte!' from 3 years to 4years; 
------ .-· ' - '• ' ' --.-

3; Amends the Clean G.ovemmentinitiative by reirioving the requirement to file biennialplllllslllldadding .. · 
state-suppo.1ted instit.utions of higher learning to those agencies whose activities must.be reported to. the Legis!aiur~; 

.- ' ' ' ', ' ' ,.- · ... ' ' ' ' " ' ' ' ' ' ",_.. ' -- - ' " -- -_.... ' ,' -

4. Clarifies that a license tl1ay be voluntariJf ~un·endered by the license hdlder; 

5. Changes a reference date in the definiti<l!ls of ''Code of Fecle1~ Regulationi;" and the "Federa!W~t~r Polluti9n 
Control Act" from JulyJ, 2007 to July 1, 2009; 

- '' " - -_-·.-.-:· •" ~ 

~- Authdri~es the depar!mentto reC(Jve:the costofpreparing andimplementillg aplanto restore natural resources 
damaged by the discharge ofoil or hazardqus matter jj-om the persons responsible for the discharge; 

7 .• Clarifies the scope and purpClse of Title 38, chapter 3, subchapter 2::S, which goverus oil storage tanks; 
' ·--. J._ ... _ - .-· ... ; -.--- ' " - ·-·:. 

8. Amends the Jaws governing 9il storagetallks to clarifytllat a person who suffers a discharge from an oiLsiorage 
tank must clean it up immediately whetheror not the discharge is shown toreach ~andwat~r, encourage the 
reporting of discharges from oil storage talik:swbether or not the discharge isimownto have re~ched groundwater 
and clarify that money may bi; disbur~ed from the Gro~nd Wa~er Oil Clean-up Fundio pay damages related to a · 
discharge from an oil storage facility whether or not th.e discharge is shown to have reached groundwater; . 

9.. Amends Maine's anibie1lt air quaHi), standards for partic~Jate matter to make them consistent with national 
ambient air quality standards for particulate matter; 

l_O./:~equire~i.th~·G-?n_unis~ioner of.Ertvi~~entaJJ?fote~tion_tq .charge·.filt~re8-t at .ar~fe tiot to exCeedtb.e_,pri.mib_ rate 
of interest plus 4% o~ amounts owed .to the Uncontrolled Sites Fund by resp0nsible parties; 

11 .. Allows a de minimis. level of the. "deca". mixture of polybrominated diphenyl ethers iri electronics .to be 
Consistent With-the_ de·minimis 1eve1 anowe<i ill produ.'Cts cOl1tainii1g the ·11pellta 11 all(t ,i-6Chl0 :mlxtutes; fili.d 

- -. ' ' " ' -. ·.-.. .· ..: . . - ·.·--:.· -

12 .. Amend.sthel~w governing recove1y of costs in~urredi~.unde1take the ab(illd?nment of underground oilstorage 
facilities and tanks. It directs the commissioner to seek recovery of tho~e .costs regardless of )Vhether the costs. were 
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p;;:id from st~te or f~deral fu~ds~ 

LD 506 An Act To Protect Public Safety and Provide for the Prudent Use of 
Landfill Capacity 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SCHNEIDER ONTP 

This bill provides that a person may not deliver waste of any kind in a vehicle with a gross vehicle weight of more 

than 80,000 pounds to a solid waste disposal facility, solid waste facility, solid waste landfill or waste facility if that 

facility or landfill is owned by the State and has been expanded on or after October 1, 2009. It also provides that the 

operator ofa solid waste disposal facility, solid waste facility, solid waste landfill or waste facility that has been 

expanded on or after the effective date of this Act and is owned by the State may not accept for delivery at that 

facility or landfill waste of any kind that has been hauled in a vehicle with a gross vehicle weight of more than 

80,000 pounds. The bill requires the Executive Department, State Planning Office and the Department of 

Environmental Protection to determine the solid waste disposal capacity needs of the State as of January 1, 2009 for 

3, 5 and 10 years and report their findings to the Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources no later than 

November 5, 2009. Based on the capacity needs as ofJanuary 1, 2009, the State Planning Office and the 

Department of Environmental Protection shall determine the capacity of state-owned landfills. The State Planning 

Office and the Department of Environmental Protection shall determine their ability to control the different and 

various waste streams flowing into state-owned landfills, broken down by waste streain and by the sources of these 

waste streams, whether in-state or out-of-state. The Department of Environmental Protection shall determine how 

best to control the flow of waste coming into the State in order to ensure the longevity of state-owned landfills and 

save taxpayers money. The Department of Environmental Protection shall adopt major substantive rules to extend 

the life of state-owned landfills. 

LD515 An Act To Allow a Municipality To Recover Emergency Response Costs 
from a Natural Gas Utility in Certain Cases 

Sponsor(s) 

DRISCOLL 

BARTLETT 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill clarifies that the term 11hazardous matter11 includes natural gas that has been released into ambient air in 

order for that event to qualify for reimbursement when municipalities recover emergency response costs. 

LD 535 An Act To Allow the Temporary Placement of Structures To Protect 
Property from Natural Disasters 

Sponsor(s) 

CHASE 

NASSR 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill allows an owner or occupier of a property to erect a temporary structure on the prope1ty without a permit to 

protect the property from a natural disaster, occurrence or event. The structure must be removed as soon as 
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practicable within seven months of its completion. A support or substructure for the structure may remain if the 
support or substructure does not interfere with any natural element or process. 

LD 536 An Act To Enhance Maine's Electronic Waste Recycling Law 

Sponsor(s) 

HINCK 
GOODALL 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

This bill amends Maine1s electronics recycling laws to do the following. 

Amendments Adopted 

H-499 

S-307 GOODALL 

1. It adds desktop printers and video game consoles to the electronic devices covered by the recycling laws. 

2. It clarifies that digital picture frames are a type of computer monitor and, as such, are subject to the recycling 
laws. 

3. It repeals provisions that currently require manufacturers of covered electronic devices to submit a recycling plan 

and an annual report to the Department of Environmental Protection and replaces the repealed manufacturer 
responsibility provisions with an annual registration requirement. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-499) 

This amendment is the majority report of the committee. The amendment requires manufacturers of computer 
monitors, televisions, desktop printers and video game consoles to pay an annual registration fee of$3,000. 
Effective January 1, 2010, it changes the basis for video game console manufacturers' responsibility for recycling 

video game consoles to a market share basis and it removes television manufacturers' responsibility for recycling 
televisions under a return share basis. 

Committee Amendment "B" (H-500) 

This amendment is the minority report of the committee. Effective January 1, 2010, it changes the basis for video 
game console manufacturers' responsibility for recycling video game consoles to a market share basis and it removes 
television manufacturers' responsibility for recycling televisions under a return share basis. It differs from the 

majority report in that it does not require manufacturers of computer monitors, televisions, desktop printers and 
video game consoles to pay an annual registration fee of$3,000. This amendment was not adopted. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-307) 

This amendment cotTects a conflict between the enacted versions ofLD 536 and LD 1156. It incorporates the 
changes made in this bill to those recently enacted in Public Law 2009, chapter 231. This amendment strikes the 

emergency preamble and emergency clause and extends the date by which manufacturers must submit the first 
registration from July 1, 2009 to July 1, 2010. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law2009, chapter 397 amends Maine's elec(ronicsl·ecycfutg laws. to do the followillg. 
: - --- - -/-_ -- -- - < - ----- "' 

1. It adds desktop ptjnters !Ind vi.~~o game oonsoles to the. electronic devices covered by the recycln1g .laws .. 

2 .. It clarifiesthatdigital pic!uJeframes are a type ofcomputermonitor and, as such, are subject to the recyC!ing 
laws·; 
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3. It provides for desktop printer manufacturers' responsibility for recycling under a return share basis and video 
game.cons0le'n:i:3nrifa~furers' responsibility fof rec)rclirig· Under a·market Shafe'baSis. 

4. It require$ -nianufac_turi~rs of CornPutetrriollitors·~ televis,ions, d¢Slqop printers and-·Video game consoles tO registe~ 
with the Department of Environmental Protection and pay an annual registration fee of $3,000. · · 

5 . .It incorporates the pr<lvisions of the adopted amendments into the changes enacted in gublic Law 2009, chapter 
231. 

LD644 An Act To Allow the Sale and Use of Fuel Containing MTBE in a 

Vehicle in a Competitive Event 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

LEWIN 

NASSR 

Committee Report 

ONTI' MAJ 
OTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill allows gasoline containing MTBE to be sold for or used by a motor vehicle in a race as long as the gasoline 

with MTBE is sold and distributed in prepackaged drums, pails or containers. 

LD 645 An Act To Provide for Mnnicipal Oversight and Authority over 

Groundwater Extraction 

Sponsor( s) 

SAR TY 
TRAHAN 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill amends the law governing the authority of municipal officers to adopt regulations governing the surface 

uses of public water sources. It adds the authority to adopt regulations governing the extraction and removal of 

groundwater; spring water or water from aquifers. It also amends current law by authorizing municipal officers to 

regulate surface uses of land overlying groundwater aquifers and their recharge areas used as sources for private 

wells for domestic purposes. The bill also provides that if such a regulation is ratified by the legislative body of a 
municipality, the municipal officers must submit for approval an ordinance governing the pumping or extraction of 

groundwater, spring water or water from aquifers. 

LD646 An Act To Improve the Water Quality of Maine's Rivers 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BOLDUC ONTP 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. This bill proposes to amend current law to prohibit all 
discharges from pulp and paper mills and municipalities into rivers in the State. 
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An Act To Clarify A Municipality's Authority To Pass Ordinances That 

Govern the Extraction of Groundwater 

Sponsor(s) 

SCHATZ 
BOWMAN 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill authorizes municipalities to adopt ordinances regulating groundwater extraction and makes it clear that the 
laws regarding the transport of water and the establishment of significant groundwater wells do not limit the 

authority of a municipality to adopt a groundwater extraction ordinance that is more stringent than state law. 

LD 686 An Act To Require Semiannual Testing in Certain Gravel Pits 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BOWMAN ONTP 

This bill requires the Department of Environmental Protection to biannually perform tests at each gravel pit to 
determine the presence of toxic substances in the soil, air and waters surrounding the site. It also requires the 
department to publish the results of the tests on the department's publicly accessible website and to submit the 

results to the municipality in which the site is located. 

LD722 Resolve, Directing a Review of the .Management of Risks Associated 

with Surface Uses on Public Water Supplies 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PIER OTP-AM H-99 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. This bill seeks to manage risks associated with surface uses 

on public water supplies. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-99) 

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve. It directs the drinking water program of the Depattment of Health 
and Human Services to review and make recommendations on the 1nanagement of risks associated with surface uses 
on lakes and ponds that are public water supplies. It authorizes the Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources 

to submit legislation concerning the recommendations to the Second Regular Session of the 124th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 32 dn:;,~ts the drinking water program ofth e -Department of Health .and Human Services to 

reVib,~tand maice_i:e-coll!1nen~~ti?ns_,pn_-th_e ~anage1n~nt __ o_fris~_-agsociated-:~ith surface uSes--on-"lakes_-_and·p?Il-ds that 
are P\lhlic water supplies. It authorizes th~ Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources to sub®! legislation 
cxmcerning!he recOinlllendiltions to thecS_e00nd Regular Session of the 124th Legislature. . . 
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LD 723 Resolve, To Require the Department of Environmental Protection To 
Amend Its Rules for Hydropower Projects To Require a Detailed 
Cost-benefit Analysis 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

SIMPSON 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This resolve requires the Department of Environmental Protection to amend its rules for hydropower projects to 

require a detailed cost-benefit analysis. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-51) 

Since the Department of Environmental Protection and the Maine Land Use Regulation Commission jointly adopted 

the administrative regulations for hydropower projects, the amendment requires both the Maine Land Use 

Regulation Commission and the Department of Environmental Protection to amend their.rules. This amendment was 

not adopted. 

LD 746 An Act To Lower the Cost of State Government in the Departments 
nuder the Purview of the Joint Standing Committee on Natural 
Resources 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

NUTTINGJ ONTP 

This bill eliminates the Department of Environmental Protection, Office of Innovation and Assistance and transfers 

the duties of that office to the Department of Economic and Community Development, Office of Innovation. This 

bill also eliminates funding for a total of seven positions within the Department ofEnviromnental Protection, five of 

which are associated with the Office of Innovation and Assistance and two whose duties.include serving as 

legislative liaisons for the department. 

LD759 An Act To Require State-owned Solid Waste Disposal Facilities To 
Demonstrate a Public Benefit 

Sponsor(s) 

DUCHESNE 
SCHNEIDER 

Committee Report 

OTP MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

Under current law, a state-owned landfill that was in operation prior to June 1, 2007 or an expansion of that facility 

is exempt from demonstrating a significant public benefit. The bill removes that exemption. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publip Law 2009, cha~ter348amends the la\\' th~t ~xempts a state-owned lanclfill that w.IB i.n operation prior to June 
,1, .2007 or an expansion ofthat facility from demonstrating a significant public benefit. Chapter 348 removes that 
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exemption. 

LD760 An Act To Improve Landfill Capacity 

Sponsor(s) 

DUCHESNE 
GOODALL 

Committee Repmt 

01P-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-451 

H-520 DUCHESNE 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. This bill proposes to increase the availability of landfill 

space by either conserving capacity in current publicly owned landfills or allowing limited expansion of current 

privately owned landfills. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-451) 

This amendment replaces the bill and it does the following. 

Part A makes changes to the laws governing processing facilities that generate residue requiring disposal. Current 

law requires processing facilities that generate residue requiring disposal to recycle waste accepted at the facility "to 

the maximum extent practicable, n but in no case at a rate less than 50%. Current law also requires the Department 

of Environmental Protection to adopt major substantive rules relating to processing facility recycling and prohibits 

the department from enforcing the recycling requirements of the law until the rules defining "to the maximum extent 

practicable11 are in effect. The amendment changes the rules from major substantive to routine technical and 

removes the provision that prohibits the Department of Environmental Protection from enforcing the recycling 

requirements until the rules defining "to the maximum extent practicable 11 are in effect. The amendment also 

requires the Department of Environmental Protection to submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Natural 

Resources by February I, 2010 relating to the development and status of the rules that define "to the maximum 
extent practicab1e 11 and authorizes tI:ie committee to submit legislation to the Second Regular Session of the 124th 

Legislature. The amendment also requires the Department of Environmental Protection to adopt rules that define 11to 

the maximum extent practicable11 by April 1, 2010. 

Part B changes the session at which the Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources is authorized to report out 

legislation relating to duties and responsibilities of the Department of Environmental Protection and the Executive 

Department, State Planning Office regarding solid waste management duties and responsibilities. Current law 

authorizes the committee to report out legislation to the First Regular Session of the 124th Legislature; the 

amendment authorizes the committee to report out legislation to the Second Regular Session of the 124th 

Legislature. The amendment also requires the State Planning Office to conduct a review and assessment of the 

State1s solid waste management policy with a focus on state-owned landfill funding, manage1nent and operation and 

authorizes the Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources to submit legislation to the Second Regular Session 

ofthe !24th Legislature. 

Part C amends the law that prohibits expansion of commercial solid waste disposal facilities by authorizing a 

commercial landfill that is not under an order or agreement to close to expand if the proposed expansion is 

contiguous with the existing facility and is located on property owned by the licensee. Current law requires that the 

proposed expansion be contiguous with the existing facility and be located on property owned on December 31, 

1989 by the licensee or by a corporation or other business entity under common ownership or control with the 

licensee. 

House Amendment "B" To Committee Amendment "A" (H-520) 
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This amendment removes the provision in the committee amendment that authorizes a commercial landfill that is not 

under an order or agreement to close to expand if the proposed expansion is contiguous with the existing facility and 

is located on property owned by the licensee and instead directs the Executive Department, State Planning Office to 

include in its study whether the existing law should be amended. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 412 does the following. 

Part P;- m!tl<es changes to the laws governing processing facilities that generate residue requ~ing disposal; Current 

law requires processing facilities that generate residue requiririg disposaltofecycle waste accepted at the facility "to 

the maxim Um ex_tent praC_tjcable_, '_'.-b~t in no case :at a rate Jess than 50%. Curr_ent la\\'_ also _!equires th~ Departltlent 
of Environmental Protection to adoptmajor substantive rules relating to processing facility recycling and prohibits 

the department from enforcing the recycling requirements of the law until the mies defining "to the maximum extent. 

practicable" are in effect. Chapter 412 changes the rules from major substantive to routine technical and removes 

the provisionthat prohibits the Department of Environmental Protection. from ~nforcing the recycling requirements 

unti.l the rules defutlng "to the maximum extent practicable" ar• in effect. .. Chapter 412 also requires the Department 

ofEnvirollJl1ental Protection to submitareport to the Joint Standing Committee on Natura! )lesources by Februaty 1, 

2010 relating to the development and status. of the rules that define ''to the maximum. extent practicablf and 

authorizes the cominittee to submit legislation to the SecondRegular Session of the 124th Le~islature. Chapter4 I 2 . 
also requires theJ?epartment of Environmental Protection to adopt rules that ddine "to the m.aximum extent 

practicable" byAprill,2010: ' ' ', ' ,,, ,., ' 

. ·. . .· .• .. · ... ··.·.:.·.·.·.·.· .• · ·.·· .. ·.·. . .. . .· .....•.. ····•.· · .. ·. ·.· .. ·• · .. •. 
Part B cha!lges the sessio~ at which the. Joint Standing Co'c"mittee on Natural Resources is authorized tO report out 

legislation relating to duties and responsibilities of the Department ofEnvironmental Protection and the Executive 

Depai1ment, State Planni~g Office regarding solid waste management duties and responsibilities. Current law 

authori.zes the committee to repo1t out legislation to the First RegularSession of the 124th L\'gislature; chapter 412 

authorizes the c01nmitt~e toreport out legislation to the Second Regula; Session {)f the 124th Legislature. Chapter 

4.12 also requires the State Plalll1ing0ffice to conduct a reviewand assessment of the State's s.olid w.aste 

manag~ment pqlicy with a focus on state-owned landfill funding, maimgelllent and operation .. The Stat~ Planning 

,OffiSe:'.s r~V:~~w,-~us_t ,~so -~ch1~~ whetjler tlJ.e current-restricti()n· on_ the exp_~~io~. ofcommer~ial_ solid waste_ 
disposa)fa7jjities should beamend'd to allow a currently existingfa.cility to.expand onto contiflllOUS property. The 

JointStanding Committee o.n Natural Resources is authorized to submit legislation to .the Second }legular Session of 
the124th Legislature. · · · 

LD837 An Act To Protect Maine's Groundwater 

Sponsor(s) 

ADAMS 

BOWMAN 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill provides that the people of this State have the same common interest in groundwater as in fresh surface 

waters. It also provides that groundwater is due all the same protections as fresh surface waters in lakes and streams. 
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LD860 An Act Relating to Geothermal Heat Exchange Wells 

Sponsor(s) 

EBERLE 
GOODALL 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-177 

This bill provides the Maine Water Well Commission, which currently oversees well drillers, well drilling 

companies, pump installers and pump installation companies, with the oversight of geothermal heat exchange wells 

and geothermal heat exchange well drillers. 

Committee Amendment 11 A" (H-177) 

This amendment adds geothermal heat exchange well pump installers to the provisions of the bill. It directs the 

Maine Water Well Commission to adopt rules establishing a licensing structure for geothermal heat exchange well 

drillers and geothe1mal heat exchange well pump installers. It makes the initial rules major substantive; subsequent 

rules are routine technical. It directs the Maine Water Well Commission to submit provisionally adopted rules to the 

Legislature by January I, 2010 and to submit draft legislation to amend the provisions of the Act if any necessary 

amendments are identified during the rule-making process. It authorizes the Joint Standing Committee on Natural 

Resources to submit legislation to the Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. It delays the application of 

the provisions relating to geothermal heat exchange well construction, geothermal heat exchange well pump 

installation and licensing requirements for geothermal heat exchange well drillers and geothermal heat exchange 

well pump installers until after the Maine Water Well Commission finally adopts rules. 

Enacted Law Summary 

;i'ublicLaw, ~bapfor 153pro,,,idesthe Maine Water Well Commission, whi~h ~UlTently ove;.sees well drillers, wen 

.drillftig ciimpanies, pun;p installers arid pump installation companies; with the.oversight ofge?the1mal heat 

exch"."ge.wells, geotheruial heat ~xchahge well drill.ers anq geothermal heat exchange w~ll pump installers. It 
directs.theMaine \Yafor '\Vellycl!llllission to adoptrules establi~hing a licensing structure for geothermal heat 
exchange well drillers and geoth~rrnal heat. exchange well pump mstallers .. It makes the initialrules1llajor 

~ubSi~tive;---~ubs_e_quent rules_ -~i~ _routiriete~bn_i~at ·: It-_i:IireCts -the M'1i-ne-W ater_ wen:COmini~siOn-:tO: sUbmit 
pr~visfonally adopted rules to t~~ ~egisia,ture by January 1, 2010 and to ~ubmitdraft legislation to amend the 
provisioµsoftheActif anynecessary amendments are.identified durillgthe1'U!e;making process .. It authorizes the · 

Joint StandingCommittee 0111;/atur~I Resource.s to submit l~gislation to the Seco11dRegular Sessionof the !24th 

Legislature' •. rt. delay~ the.app!i~~fon of the provisions relating to geothermal hea~ exchange well construction, 
gepthernial heat exchange wen pump installafion and licensing requirements fo1· geoth.,1mal ,heat exchange. well 

<killers and geotherrnalheat.exchange .well pump installe.rs until after the Maille Water Well Commission finally 

~dopts rules. 

PUBLIC 153 

LD 861 An Act Concerning Deductibles for Underground Oil Storage Facilities 
and Tanks 

ACCEPTED ONTP 

REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

AYOTTE 

JACKSON 

Committee Rep01t 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 
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This bill exempts from the conditional deductible requirement all nonconforming underground facilities and tanks 

that were removed prior to the enactment of the conditional deductible requirement. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-117) 

This amendment incorporates a fiscal note. This amendment was not adopted. 

LD871 An Act To Facilitate Compliance with Solid Waste Management Rules 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DUCHESNE ONrP 

This bill amends the laws governing solid waste management. 

1. It changes from major substantive to routine technical the designation of rules adopted by the Department of 

Environmental Protection regarding solid waste processing facilities that generate residue requiring disposal. 

2. It directs the Department of Environmental Protection to submit, by January 11, 2010, a report to the Joint 

Standing Committee on Natural Resources regarding rules implementing the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, 

section 1310-N, subsection 5, paragraph B. It also directs the department to investigate recycling technologies 

and practices as they relate to certain materials. 

3. It prohibits issuance of a license for new or expanded solid waste disposal facilities that accept residue from 

construction and deniolition debris recycling until rules are in effect implementing the department's report 

regarding mandatory recycling standards for all solid waste disposal facilities. 

4. It prohlbits issuance of a license for new or expanded solid waste disposal facilities unti1 rules are in eff~ct 

implementing the department's report regarding solid waste odor management. 

LD 876 Resolve, To Create a Surrounding Community Advisory Panel for the 
Juniper Ridge Landfill in Old Town 

Sponsor(s) 

CAIN 

SCHNEIDER 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This resolve establishes a surrounding community advisory panel for the purpose of making recommendations to the 

Juniper Ridge Landfill joint citizen adviso1y committee. The member communities of the panel include the towns of 

Greenbush, Milford, Bradley, Orono, Glenburn and Hudson and Argyle Township. 
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LD 880 An Act To Improve the Ground Water Oil Clean-up Fund ACCEPTED ONTP 

REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

SMI1HD 

Committee Report 

ONI'P MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill limits administrative expenses, personal services and equipment costs related to the administration and 

enforcement of the Ground Water Oil Clean-up Fund to 5 percent of the balance of the fund and requires the 
Department of Environmental Protection to conduct an annual audit of the administration of the fund to ensure that 
standard accounting practices are being followed. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-86) 

This amendment adds an appropriations and allocations section. This amendment was not adopted. 

LD891 An Act To Amend the Site Location of Development Laws To Include 

Consideration of Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

GOODALL 

This bill adds a new standard to the laws governing site location of development to allow the Department of 

Environmental Protection to review and consider the greenhouse gas emissions likely to occur as a result of the 

project. The bill also provides a related provision concerning mitigation. 

LD 891 was carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature by Joint Order, H.P. 1053. 

LD956 RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine 

To Provide Constitutional Protection to the Funds Generated by the 

Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ADAMS 

This resolution proposes to amend the Constitution of Maine to ensure that all revenues derived from the Regional 
Greenhouse Gas Initiative be expended solely to supp01t the goals and implementation of the Regional Greenhouse 

Gas Initiative. 

LD 956 was carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. 
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LD 973 An Act To Provide for the Safe Collection and Recycling of 
Mercury-containing Lighting 

Sponsor(s) 

BERRY 
RAYE 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-341 

This bill requires each manufacturer of mercury-added lrunps to implement a mercury-added lamp recycling program 
for the recycling of the mercury-added lamps sold or distributed in the State for household use. It authorizes the 
Department of Environmental Protection to adopt 1nercury content standards established for lamps sold in the 

European Union pursuant to the RoHS directive. It directs the Department of Administrative and Financial Services 

to prefer lamps with the lowest possible mercury content when 1naking purchasing decisions. It requires the 
Department of Environmental Protection to submit a report by January I, 2010 to the Joint Standing Committee on 
Natural Resources on the recycling of mercury-added lamps from businesses, and it authorizes the committee to 

submit legislation to implement the recommendations in the report. 

Committee Amendment ''A" (H-341) 

This amendment amends the provisions in the bill relating to adoption of mercury standards by the Department of 
Environmental Protection by requiring the department to establish standards based on California standards instead of 
standards established for lamps sold in the European Union. It amends the requirement relating to mercury-added 

lamp purchasing by the Depa1iment of Administrative and Financial Services. It amends the definition of 
11manufacturer11 and adds a definition of "municipal collection site. 11 It amends the provisions relating to 
mercury-added lamp manufacturer recycling programs by: 

1. Requiring that each manufacturer of mercury-added lamps sold or distributed for household use in the State on or 

after January 1, 2001 implement a recycling program; 

2. Requiring manufacturer recycling programs to include municipal collection sites; and 

3. Removing the establishment of a 75 percent recycling goal. 

The amend1nent clarifies that motor vehicles and watercraft are not subject to the requirements of the law. It 

requires the Department of Environmental Protection to submit a report by January 1, 2010 to the Joint Standing 
Committee on Natural Resources on the recycling of mercury-added lamps from households, and it authorizes the 
committee to submit legislation to implement the recommendations in the report. 

Enacted Law Summary 

rublic Law 2009;chapter272··requires each manufactUrerof~~.:~;;cy:,;ddedJampsto implementa-~~r~:;;i.y-added 
lamp recycling;,pr11~ for thy recycling of the mercury~added lamps sold or djsttibuted in the State fo1· household 

use. It directs the Departmen\ of:EnviromnentalProtection to e.stablish mercury contentstandards for lamps based 

011 caru;ornia standfil'ds. It d~ctstheDepartment ofA?ministrative ~d Financial. Service~ to make purchasing. 
decisions that favor models .aico!llparable cpst with high en erg)" efficiency, lovver!llercury conieitt and k>nger lamp 

life. It requires the Department.ofEnviromn.~mtalProtection to submit a rep01t by January I, 201.0 to the foint 

Standing <:;01'.':mittee onNatural R;"~?urces on the "ecycling of me.rc~ry-added lamps from hoµsd1olds, and it 
auth01izes the.committee to submit legislation to implemenftherecommendationsiµthe report .. Ii requires the 
Department ofEnvironmenta[Pi:<>tectionto submit a report byJarmary l, 2010 to the Joint Standing Committee on • 

Natural R~so.urces on the recycling of mercury-added lamps fr?m businesses, and it authorizes the committee to. 
submit legislati0 nto implement .the recom!llen.dations in the report. 
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LD986 An Act To Protect the Public Health and the Environment by 
Prohibiting the Sale of Wheel Weights Containing Lead or Mercury 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

GOODALL OTP-AM S-91 

This bill prohibits the sale of wheel weights that are made with lead or mercury. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-91) 

This amendment replaces the bill. Under the amendment: 

I. Beginning January I, 2011, the use of lead or mercmy wheel weights is prohibited when replacing or balancing a 

tire on a vehicle required to be registered in the State; and 

2. Beginning January I, 2011, the sale of lead or mercury wheel weights is prohibited, except that new motor 

vehicles equipped with lead or mercury wheel weights may be sold until Januaiy I, 2012. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 125 provides that: 
. - - . 

I. BegimiingJa.nuaiy i, 2011; the fue 0f!ead or mercmy wheel weights is prohibited when replacing or balancillg a 
~e o:ti a ':'ehicle- I·equired to _be _registered in--th_e·- State; and 

- :- ·. - . 

2. Beginning Januaiy 1, Wl I, the sale oflead oril1erpmy wheelweigllts is prohibited, except th~t new motor 

vehicles equipp~d with lead or,m,ercmy whe.el.weigl)tS may _besold until Januaiy l; 2012, 

PUBLIC 125 

LD991 An Act To Create a Statute of Limitations for Oil Discharge Violations ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

TARDY 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill requires an enforcement action for a violation of the oil discharge laws to be brought by the Department of 

Environmental Protection or the Attorney General within 3 years of the date the violation is reported to the 

Department of Environmental Protection. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-98) 

This amendment incorporates a fiscal note. This amendment was not adopted. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources 

Resolve, To Require the Department of Environmental Protection To 

Review Emerging Technologies and the Laws Regarding Incinerators 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CONNOR 011'-AM H-178 

This resolve requires the Department of Environmental Protection to review its rules regarding incinerators and 

evaluate whether the rules advance sustainable energy and waste-to-energy efforts. The resolve requires the 

department to submit a report based on the review and rules as necessary to advance those efforts. The resolve also 

allows the department to submit legislation based on the review. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-178) 

This amendment replaces the resolve. It directs the Department of Environmental Protection to review whether 

facilities using emerging waste-to-energy technologies that provide environmental and energy benefits should be 

excluded from the statutory ban on the establishment of new commercial incinerators. The department is required to 

establish a task force to advise the department on matters relating to the review. The department is required to 

submit a report on its review to the Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources, and the committee is authorized 

to submit legislation related to the report. 

Enacted Law Summary 

RESOLVES? 

--------- ----

Resolve 2009, chapter 57 dir~cts the Department ofEnvironmentru Protection to review whether facilities using 
emerging waste~to~energy technologies that provide environmentru and energy benefits should be excluded. from the 
statutory ban on the establishment ofnew commercial incinerators.. The department is requiredto establish a task· 

fo,r~e tO advise th_e-, d~partment .On ·matter~ __ relatin_g :to t}ie· revi6W. Tll~ dePartm_~nt-i_s_'fequir,-~d to_ sllbmit a· f-ep_oit ~n_ i~~ 
re.view to the Joint Standing.Committee on Natural Resources, an.dthe committee is authorized to submit legislation· 

related to the. report'. 

LD 1011 An Act To Improve Solid Waste Disposal Quality 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HANLEY ONTP 

This bill prohibits a solid waste disposal facility from landfilling or incinerating solid waste if the waste has not been 
sorted in accordance with rules adopted by the Depa1trnent of Environmental Protection. It also prohibits the 

transport of solid waste from a solid waste disposal facility if the waste has not been tested in accordance with 

department rules. 
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LD 1017 Resolve, To Improve Recycling in Maine 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PERRY J ONTP 

This resolve directs the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources to examine the scope of recycling in 

this State and the feasibility of making recycling more comprehensive. The costs of this study must be paid by using 
funds from unclaimed deposits on beverage containers transferred to the State pursuant to the Maine Revised 
Statutes, Title 32, section 1866-E in an amount not to exceed 2 percent of such funds transferred to the State in fiscal 
year 2008-09. The department shall report the results of its study to the Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, 

Conservation and Forestry no later than December 2, 2009. The Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, 
Conservation and Forestry may introduce legislation related to the report to the Second Regular Session of the !24th 
Legislature. 

LD 1026 An Act Concerning Mercury-added Button Cell Batteries 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

This bill implements the recommendations of the Department of Environmental Protection in its report to the 

Legislature pursuant to Public Law 2005, chapter 509. The bill amends the ban on the sale of mercury-added button 
cell batteries. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PublicLaw 2009, chapter 86 illlp)ements the recolllll1endati0ns of the Department of Environmental Protection in its 
reporf to the Legislature pursuai;itto Public Law 2005, chapter 509. The bill ame11ds the ban on the sale of 
mercury-added button cell batteries. · 

LD 1032 An Act To Ensure That Maine's Electronic Waste Collection and 
Recycling System Is Self-funded 

Sponsor(s) 

HINCK 
DAMON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill amends the laws governing the collection and recycling of electronic waste to require manufacturers of 
computer monitors and televisions to register with the Department of Environmental Protection and pay an annual 

registration fee of$5,000. 
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LD 1042 An Act To Continue To Reduce Mercury Use and Emissions 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

TREAT OTP-AM H-346 

This bill clarifies the definition of the term "mercury switch 11 as used in the law on mercury-added products. The bill 

bans the sale of devices used to balance 1notor vehicle wheels and devices used to reduce recoil when discharging 

firearms if the devices contain mercury. The bill amends the law governing removal ofmercuty switches from 

motor vehicles to give automakers flexibility in the design of systems put in place to collect mercury switches from 
automobile recyclers and junkyard operators who are required by law to remove the switches. The bill also 

eliminates the need to record the 17-digit vehicle identification number as a prerequisite to payment of the switch 

bounty. Automakers will be required to pay a minimum of$4 for each switch delivered to them for recycling 
whether or not the vehicle identification number of the source vehicle is provided. The bill consolidates the law 

banning the sale of mercury thermostats with the law that requires manufacturers to establish a program to collect 

and recycle mercury thermostats placed in service before the ban. The bill amends the law on collection and 

recycling of mercury thermostats to: 

1. Limit the applicability of the manufacturer collection requirement by defining 11manufacturee• to exclude persons 
whose brand or label appears on the thermostat if the thermostat was manufactured by someone else; 

2. Require manufacturers of mercury thennostats to submit a quarterly report on the number of thermostats and 

amount of mercury collected to the Department of Environmental Protection; 

3. Require manufacturers to implement an education and outreach plan approved by the Department of 

Environmental Protection and to annually submit a proposed plan to the department for review; and 

4. Expand the collection and recycling program to include retailers who volunteer to participate. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-346) 

This amendment removes the sections of the bill that ban the sale of mercury-added recoil reduction devices and 

wheel balancing products. The amendment removes the provision in the bill that proposed to change the 

requirement that a vehicle identification number must be provided in order to receive payment under the automobile 

mercury switch recycling program. The amendment 1nakes the following changes to the proposals to amend the law 

on the collection and recycling of 1nercury thermostats. 

1. It amends the definition of "manufacturer11 and adds a definition of nwholesaler. 11 

2. It authorizes a one-time fee not to exceed $25 for bins for mercury-added thermostat collection. 

3. It amends the annual report requirements. 

4. It amends the quarterly reporting requirements. 

5. It removes the required education and outreach plan. 

6. It authorizes a manufacturer to terminate a retailer's participation in the collection program after two written 

notices. The bill proposed termination after three written notices. 
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Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 277 clarifies the definition of the tenn "mercury switch" as used in the law on 

n!ercury,added products. It amends the law govemi~g removaLofmercury switches from motor vehicles to give 

automakers flexibility in the designof systems put in place to collect mercury switches from automobile recycle1·s 

andjunk)'ard operat?rs.who .are ".'quired bylaw to remove the switches. It consolidates th~ law banningtlie sale of 

mercury thermostats with th.elawthat requires manufacturers to es.tablish a program to collect and recycle mercury 

!hennostats placed in service before the ban. It amends the law on collection and recycling ofmercury thermostats. 

LD 1051 An Act To Encourage Tire Recycling 

Sponsor(s) Committee Rep01t Amendments Adopted 

SIROIS ONTP 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. This bill proposes to establish a system to assist with the 

proper disposal of tires. The bill would impose a deposit, paid by the consumer, on a new tire sold to the consumer. 

Upon returning the tire to a municipal recycling center or authorized tire dealership, the consumer _would be 
refunded the deposit. 

ONTP 

LD 1134 An Act Regarding the Maximum Fee for Processing an Environmental 

License Application 

PUBLIC 160 

EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM H-155 

This bill implements the recommendations of the Department of Environmental Protection in its report to the 

Legislature pursuant to Public Law 2007, chapter 655. The bill provides that fees associated with an application 

processed by the Department of Environmental Protection may not exceed $250,000. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-155) 

This amend1nent incorporates a fiscal note. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pub¥c La~2009, chap~;160imp]~;;;.~;;!sih~;-ecoIDlli~ndatiol1S .of the Department of Enviroll~elltalProt~~tion.i~ 
iti; report to th~ Le!lislatore Pllfsuant to PulilicLaw;2007; ch!lj>ter 65.5. The billprovides that fees associate<) with an 

application processed by the DepartmentofEnviromnental Protection may not exceed $250,000. 

Public Law 2009, chapt"r 160 was enacted asfil1 emergency measure effective September 1, 2009. 
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LD 1156 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing the Recycling of Televisions 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SIMPSON 01P-AM S-170 

This bill changes the basis for television manufacturers' responsibi~ity for recycling televisions to a market share 

basis. It assigns the cost of the program among television manufacturers on a sliding scale based on the number 

of televisions each manufacturer sells compared to all televisions recycled. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-170) 

This amendment clarifies how the market share basis of television manufacturers will be determined. It clarifies that 

the costs of the television recycling program will be allocated on a basis proportional to the manufacturer's national 

market share. It authorizes the Department of Environmental Protection to deem a television manufacturer's market 
share to be de minimus if the market share is less than 1/10 of I percent. If the department deems market shares to 

be de minimus, those market shares must be proportionally allocated to other television manufacturers. It requires 
the depart1nent to annually provide television manufacturers and consolidators with a listing of each manufacturer1s 
proportional market share. It directs the department to conduct a review of the costs of the State1s household 

electronic waste recycling program and of manufacturer responsibility programs in other states and authorizes the 
Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources to submit legislation related to the report to the Second Regular 
Session of the !24th Legislature. This amendment establishes an effective date for those sections of the bill that 

amend the laws governing the recycling of televisions. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public.Law 2009, chapter23lch'11lgesthe basis for television lllanu£acturers' ;.esponsibllityfor r~cycling televisions 

to ~ m"!'k~t share basis.. The costs of the television recycling progrlllJ1 will be allocated on a basis pro~ortional to•flt" 
manufacturer's 11ational. market share.; Chapter 231directs1.lie Depaitment of.Envi,ronmental Protection .to cond~ct a. 

review of the costs of the State's b?usehold electronic waste recycl~g progra1Il and,of m~nufacturer respo1.1.sibility 

P. rogr·am. sjn other states an.d autho. r .. 1.·.z .. • .. s.th···e··· Jo..int ... s .. t. an. d. in·.g .. c .. ,·.o. mmittee .. on.Natural.Resom:cesto submit.legislation. ·: • 
related to the repmt to the Second RegularSession oftlle124th Legislature, . . .. . .. . 

LD 1171 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Outdoor Wood Boilers 

Sponsor(s) 

DUCHESNE 
SIMPSON 

Committee Report 

01P-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-228 

This bill amends the definition of "outdoor wood boiler. 11 It eliminates a deadline associated with the Outdoor Wood 
Boiler Fund. It directs the Department of Environmental Protection to amend the department's rules regarding 
outdoor wood boilers by: 

1. Changing the qualifications for those who 1nay prepare an evaluation, a report and installation recommendations; 

2. Amending the definition of 11cornrnercial outdoor wood boiler11
; and 
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3. Establishing a voluntary technology-forcing particulate emission limit as an incentive to manufacturers to 
produce cleaner-burning units and to allow reduced setbacks for those units. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-228) 

This amendment changes the title of the bill. It amends the definition of"outdoor wood boiler" to include fuel 
burning devices that use hot air instead of circulating hot water. It allows an outdoor wood boiler meeting a 
particulate matter emission limit of 0.06 pounds per million British Thermal Units heat output to avoid any setback 

requirement as long as it meets the stack height requirements for boilers meeting the emission standard that takes 
effect April 1, 2010. It clarifies that the change in the bill relating to obtaining an evaluation, a report and 
installation recommendations applies only to commercial outdoor wood boilers and it corrects a professional title. It 
directs the Department of Environmental Protection to amend its rules to allow a person who upgrades or replaces a 

nuisance outdoor wood boiler when money is not available from the Outdoor Wood Boiler Fund to be eligible for 
reimbursement from the fund when money is available. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 209 amends the defmi(j?n of "outdoor wood boiler." Iteliniillate~a deadline associated 
with the Outdoor Wood Boiler fund; It allow.s an outdoor wood boile~ meeting a particulate matter. emission limit ofr 

0.0.(i poundspe~million BritishThermal Units heat outputtoavoid any setbackn:quirement as longas.it.meetsthe 
~t~.ck heightrequireinents for boilersmeetingth~ einissionstandard that.takes effect April 1, 2010 .. It directs the 
Department ofEnvirorunenta!Protection to amend the department's rules regarding outdoor wood. boilers by: .. 

l. Changingthequalifications for those who may prepare an evaluatlon, a report and iristallation recrimmendations 
in connectiori W:ith comitt.ercial outdO_Or wood bOilers; 

2.: Atn6Ilding t.he defiriiti.on -of 0 c0inmercia1 o-Utdoor .. wood :.ht?ilf'.r"; _and 

3. Allowing .a person who upgrades or.replaces a nuisance outdoor wood boil.er when money is not available from 
th!'.Outdoor Wood Boiler.Fund to be eligible for reimbursement from the fund when money is avail.able. 

LD 1218 An Act To Allow Barrier Fences To Be Erected To Protect Homes from 

Coastal Storms 

Sponsor(s) 

NASSR 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

This bill allows an owner of a residential property to construct, repair or replace a pennanent barrier to protect the 
property from a natural disaster, occutTence or event. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-226) 

This atnendment replaces the bill. The amendment authorizes the Department of Environmental Protection to issue 
a permit to construct, repair or replace a year-round barrier in a coastal sand dune system behind an existing seawall 
in a residential developed area. This amendment was not adopted. 
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LD 1267 An Act To Establish a Groundwater Withdrawal Program and To 
Recognize Groundwater as a Public Trust Resource 

Sponsor(s) 

CAMPBELL 
HOBBINS 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill is based on Vermont law. It declares the State's groundwater to be a public trust resource. It sets up 

reporting and permitting requirements for large groundwater withdrawals and repeals current Maine law regarding 
reporting of groundwater withdrawals and permitting of significant groundwater wells. It requires site law review 
for certain groundwater withdrawals of more than 340,000 gallons per day. 

LD 1268 An Act To Update the Site Location of Development Laws 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DUCHESNE OTP-AM H-339 

This bill changes the site location of development laws in the following ways. 

It eliminates the definition of '1significant ground water aquifer. It eliminates the exceptions for a lot of 40 or more 
acres in the definition of 11subdivision." It changes the exception for a sale or lease of a lot to an abutter in the 
definition of 11 subdivision11 by clarifying that the lot may not be further divided or transfe1Ted within a 5-year period, 
except as otherwise provided. It changes the exception for a common Jot created with a conservation easement in 

the definition of "subdivision. n It removes the requirement that the lot be a common lot and adds the requirement 
that the conservation easement be approved by the Department of Environmental Protection. It adds a provision 
specifying the minimal planning requirements that must be met for a permit to be approved by the department. It 
changes the groundwater standard by changing a requirement to avoid an unreasonable risk of discharge to a 

significant ground water aquifer to a requirement to avoid an unreasonable risk of discharge to groundwater. It 
provides that the Department ofEnviron1nental Protection may require a bond or such other security if the 

department determines that a proposed development will present an unacceptable risk of unreasonable impacts to the 
natural environment or existing uses without such security. It makes several changes to a provision addressing 
approval of future development sites to refocus it on long-term construction projects. It authorizes the Department 
of Environmental Protection to issue a general permit for all or a subclass of developments constructed or caused to 

be constructed or operated or caused to be operated by the Department of Transportation that require approval under 
the site location of development laws. It eliminates the low-density subdivision exemption and corrects 
cross-references to that law. It adds a one-time reporting require1nent concerning provisions in the site location and 

development laws and storm water management laws that provide for the registration of municipalities for the 
authority to substitute local permits for state permits and exempt developments or projects from permitting or 
specified standards within certain municipalities or portions of municipalities. The Joint Standing Committee on 
Natural Resources is authorized to submit legislation relating to the report to the Second Regular Session of the 

!24th Legislature. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-339) 

This amendment does the following. 
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I. The amendment strikes the provisions in the bill that: 

A. Eliminated the definition of "significant ground water aquifer" and changed the groundwater standard; 

B. Eliminated the exceptions for a lot of 40 or more acres in the definition of "subdivision"; 

C. Changed the exception for a sale or lease of a lot to an abutter in the definition of "subdivision"; 

D. Changed the exception for a common lot created with a conservation easement in the definition of 
11subdivision11

; 

E. Eliminated the low-density subdivision exemption; 

F. Authorized the Department of Environmental Protection to require a bond or other security for proposed 

development; and 

G. Prohibited the Department of Environmental Protection from approving development permits unless the 

development is located or designed as described in the bill. 

2. The amendment also authorizes the Depart1nent of Environmental Protection to issue a general permit for 

developments constructed by the Maine Turnpike Authority and amends the laws relating to quarries and gravel pits 

to allow excavation to occur in protected areas as long as a Natural Resources Protection Act permit is obtained. 

3. The amendment retains the provisions of the bill that: 

A. Relate to long-term construction projects; 

B. Authorize the Department of Environmental Protection to issue a general permit for developments constructed 

by the Department of Transportation; 

C. Require a one-time report from the Department of Environmental Protection relating to provisions in the 
storm water manage1nent laws and the site location of development laws that provide for the registration of 

municipalities for authority to substitute local permits for state permits; and 

D. Make technical corrections. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public La,;,20()<), chapter :293 authorize~ th.e Depaiiment ofEnviromn.,ntal Protection to issue agener~I p~nnit for 

developments .constrUcted by the Departnlent of Transportation or.the Maine Turnpike Authority that require 

approval under the site location o(develop)Tient law . .It amends the laws relating to qum:ries alld gravel pits to allow 

~x~vati~n .to occui;Jin prot~cte.d areas_ as_long .as a .:Natural __ ]les_ource.s Protection Actpennh is __ o~t.ain~d.: .]t Inakes 

f h(lllg(!s to a_pr_c:>v~Si.~n: ad_dre,~~ing approVaJ of futur~_ d~velopmenf _~it.es .to. r~~ocus it on).?n.g~te_r0_ constru~tion \' 
Pf()iects •. ·It requires a one: time report from the Departme11t ofEnvironmel)tal Protection rehiting to provisions in the 

sto~ :vater managelllent laws and the site location of develop)Tient laws that provide for the registration of 

)TIUUicipalitiesfor authority to substitutel~cal pennitsforstate permits and it authorizes the.Joint Standing 

Committe.e on Natural Resources to submit legislation relating to the report. 

691 



Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources 

LD 1269 An Act To Clarify the Laws Regarding Significant Groundwater Wells 

Sponsor(s) 

HILL 
SIMPSON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-340 

This bill clarifies that the definition of 11 significant groundwater well" in the Natural Resources Protection Act 
includes public water systems or portions of public water systems that bottle water for sale or provide water to 

be bottled for sale as determined by the Department of Environmental Protection. The bill also adds dewatering 

of a mining operation to the definition of 0 significant groundwater well. n The bill also clarifies three 

unallocated law provisions that address transition language and rule-making requirements concerning public 

information meetings and fees and a fee schedule intended to support independent assessment of monitoring 
information. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-340) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment amends the definition of "significant groundwater well11 by: 

1. Excluding withdrawals of water for preoperationa1 capacity testing from the determination of whether or not the 

significant groundwater thresholds have been met; and 

2. Clarifying when a public water system qualifies as a significant groundwater well. 

The amendment also clarifies the changes to three unallocated law provisions that address transition language and 

rule-making requirements concerning public information meetings and fee~ intended to support independent 

assessment of monitoring information. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publi~Law 2009, chapteJ'z95 =ends the deffuition ()f"significiiit ground~~ter well" in the Natural Resources 

Pi'otection Ad. It also ~larifies three unrulocated law provisionsthat address transition langua~e aml rule:making 
requirements concerning public informationmeetings and fees intended .to support independent assessment of 

in~Ili!orillg _info_~a~On. 

LD 1282 An Act To Protect and Enhance Maine Marine Fisheries 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DAMON ONTP 

This bill: 

1. Specifies that the Department of Environmental Protection may issue water quality certification for a dam used to 

generate hydroelectric power only if the da1n provides safe and effective passage for all diadromous fish indigenous 

to the body of water on which the darn is located; 

2. Provides that, for every day a safe and effective passage is not in effect, the owner of the dam may be fined not 
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less than $1,000; 

3. Authorizes the commencement of a civil action against any person, including any govenunental instrumentality 
or agency, who is alleged to be in violation of the requirement for dams to provide safe and effective passage for all 

diadrornous fish and authorizes a fine of up to $10,000 per day per violation; 

4. Expands the grounds for which the Board of Environmental Protection may modify, revoke or suspend a license 
to include that the licensed discharge or activity is causing a violation of the water quality classification system; 

5. Authorizes a person to petition the Board of Environmental Protection to modify, revoke or suspend a license; 

and 

6. Directs the Board of Environmental Prote;ction to modify the water quality certification of dams used to generate 
hydroelectric power in the State to condition water quality certification on the agreement by the darn to provide safe 
and effective passage for all diadromous fish species indigenous to the body of water on which the darn is located, 

and within the historic ranges of those fish species, and to submit a license amendment application to the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission to incorporate that condition into the federal operating license for the dam. 

LD 1310 Resolve, Relating to a Review oflnternational Trade Agreements and 

the Management of Groundwater Resources 

Sponsor(s) 

WEBSTER 
SHERMAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-434 

This resolve establishes a commission to study the legal and policy iinplications of groundwater extraction in the 

State and to recommend any changes to state law necessary to balance the State1s interest in protecting the public 
good and maintaining jurisdictional control over environmental impacts ':'1ith protecting the rights of property 

owners. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-434) 

RESOLVE 132 
EMERGENCY 

This amendment replaces the resolve and changes the title. The amendment directs the Water Resources Planning 
Committee of the Land and Water Resources Council, in coordination with the Office of the Attorney General and 

the Citizen Trade Policy Commission, to conduct an examination of the potential legal in1pacts of international trade 
agreements on the State1s ability to manage its groundwater resources. The examination may include a review and 
assessment of property rights related to the ownership of groundwater, the various common law doctrines relating to 

groundwater and issues related to natural resources other than groundwater, as those subjects relate to or impact 
international trade agree1nent issues. The amendment authorizes outside funding accepted by the Citizen Trade 
Policy Commission, pursuant to its current statutory authority to accept outside funding, to be used to contract with 

experts in the field of international trade agreements. The amendment requires the Water Resources Planning 
Com1nittee, in coordination with the Office of the Attorney General and the Citizen Trade Policy Commission, to 
submit a report related to the review to the Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources by January I, 2010, and 

the committee is authorized to report out legislation to the Second Regular Session of the 124th Legislature. The 
amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 132 dire.els theWater Resources Planning Committee of the Lal1~ andWaterResources 
Conncil, in. coordination with the Office of theAttomey General and the Citizen Ti;ade Policy Commission, to 
conduct an examination ofthe potenti~l legal.irrtpacts ofintemational.trade agreements on the. State's ability to 
inanage its groundwater resQurces. --The examination :may_ i_nclude a ·r_~~eW ilnd assessment ~f prcipeftY rights __ re18.ted: _ 
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to the own_ership of grouI}dwater, the various common law doctrines relating to groundwater and issues relate_d tO 
natUral r,esources other than grotindwater} as thOse subjects relate to or impact intematioµal trade agreeriient issues. 
Chapter 132 authorizes outside funding accepted by the Citizen Trade Policy Commission, purs~ant to its cun-ent 
statutory authodty to accept outside funqing, to be used to contract with experts in the field of international trade 
agreements. Chapter 132 requires the Water Resources Planning Committee, in coordination with the Office of the 
Attorney.General and the Citizen Trade Policy Commission, to submit a ~port related to the reviewtothe Joint 

Standing Committee on Natural Resources by January 1, 2°10, and the committee is authodzedto report out 
legislation to the Second Regular Session ofthel24th Legislature. 

Resolve 2009, chapter 132 was finally passed as an emergency measure effective June 15, 2009. 

LD 1311 An Act To Enable Municipal Assistance for Purposes of Protecting or 

Restoring Public Waters 

Sponsor(s) 

DUCHESNE 
GOODALL 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-263 

This bill allows a municipality to repair a pdvate road, way or bridge for a fee or through the expenditure of public 
funds to protect the water quality of a great pond if the following criteria are met: 

I. The private road, way or bridge is in the watershed of the great pond; 

2. The great pond is listed by the Department of Environmental Protection as a body of water most at risk or as 
impaired in a report to the United States Environmental ProteC:tion Agency or the department identifies the great 

pond as having threats to its water quality in a watershed survey; 

3. The Department of Environmental Protection or the municipality determines the private road, way or bridge is 
contributing to the degradation of the great pond's water quality; 

4. The repair complies with best management practices as required by the Department of Environmental Protection; 

and 

5. The private road, way or bridge is maintained by a statutorily established road association. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-263) 

This amend1nent removes the provision in the bill authorizing a municipality to repair a private road, way or bridge 
for a fee to protect the water quality of a great pond. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law2009, chapter 225 a!J~ws a municipality to repair a private road, way or bddge thro~gh the expe~ditw·e 
of public funds to protect the water quality of a great pond if the following criteria are met: 

1, The private road, way or bddg~ is in the watel'shed of the great pond; 

2 .. The great pond is Jistedbythe Department ofEnviro1unental Protection as a body of wat~'. mo stat 1isk or as 
impaired i.n a repmt to the .United. States Environmental Proµ,ction Agency or the department identifies the great 

pond as· .~aving threats io. itS w~ter qllalitY: i~. a waterSbcid -sUrvey; 

3. The Department of Environmental Protection or the. municipality dete1mines the pdvate road, way or bridge is 
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c0htribl.lth;gto the degrad~tion of th~ !9·~at p~~d's water quaii!Y; 

4. Tue repair complies with best management practices as required by the Department of Environmental Protection; 

and 

. . 

5. The private road, way.or bridge is maintained by a statutorily established road assodation. 

LD 1332 An Act To Continue Coverage of Oil Clean-up Costs and Improve 
Administration of the Ground Water Oil Clean-up Fund 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DUCHESNE OTP-AM H-360 

This bill does the following. 

I. It eliminates the December 31, 2010 sunset date on the provisions of law that insure owners and operators of oil 

storage tanks against the costs of cleaning up tank leaks and authorize the department to pay those costs, up to 

$1,000,000 per incident, from the Ground Water Oil Clean-up Fund. 

2. It repeals the provisions of law that are due to take effect on the sunset date of the Ground Water Oil Clean-up 

Fund. 

3. It requires the Board of Environmental Protection to adopt rules establishing a training program for operators of 

underground oil storage facilities used to store motor fuel or used in the marketing and distribution of oil. 

4. It requires persons in the business of delivering oil to storage tanks to conduct employee training. 

5. It authorizes the use of restrictive covenants and other land use controls to minimize the risk of human exposure 

to residual contamination on property that has suffered an oil discharge. 

6. It makes costs incurred to implement a voluntary response action plan, in which a person agrees to clean up oil 

contamination at that person1s own expense in exchange for protection from liability, ineligible for coverage by the 

Ground Water Oil Clean-up Fund. 

7. It requires the Commissioner of Environmental Protection to seek repayment of disbursements from the Ground 

Water Oil Clean-up Fund from responsible parties who are not eligible for coverage under the fund. 

8. It authorizes the Department of Environmental Protection to seek recovery of personnel and equipment costs 

incurred by the department in responding to a discharge of oil. 

9. It requires aboveground oil storage facilities that have been out of service for more than 12 months to be 

abandoned in accordance with rules adopted by the Board of Environmental Protection. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-360) 

This amendment makes the following changes to the bill. 

I. It extends the sunset date of the Ground Water Oil Clean-up Fund to December 31, 2015. 

2. It strikes the provision in the bill that proposes to require oil delivery companies to train their drivers in proper 
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procedures for spill prevention, repo1ting and containment. 

3. It strikes the provision in the bill that proposes to make costs incurred to implement a voluntary response action 
plan ineligible for coverage by the fund. 

4. It strikes the provision in the bill that authorizes disbursements from the fund for personnel and equipment costs 
incurred in responding to and the removal of a discharge of oil if the costs are not paid by a responsible party. 

5. It amends the bill to remove the proposed language relating to recovery by the Department of Environmental 
Protection of fund disbursements. This amendment also makes a technical correction to the format of the law 
governing liability for fund disbursements. The amendment repeals the current and future versions of the law and the 
confusing effective date provisions. This amendment enacts the same language in a manner that clarifies the 
effective date of each provision of law. 

6. It strikes the provisions in the bill relating to the abandonment of aboveground oil storage tanks. 

7. It adds a requirement for the Department of Environmental Protection to review the current framework for 
funding investigations and the cleanup of tank-related oil discharges at voluntary response action program sites and 
sites contaminated by discharges during the delivery of oil to an oil storage facility. 

8. It adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

The amendment retains the provisions in the bill that: 

1. Amend definitions; 

2. Require the Board ofEnviromnental Protection to adopt rules requiring operators of underground oil storage 
tanks used to store motor fuel or used in the marketing and distribution of oil to others to complete a department 
training program; 

3. Authorize the use of restrictive covenants and other land use controls to minimize the risk of human exposure to 
residual contamination on property that has suffered an oil discharge; and 

4. Deny coverage to a motor can:ier for a discharge during the off-loading or on-loading of oil from or to a motor 
vehicle used to transport oil. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, ~hapter 3l9. does the following, 
;-- " ._. __ - -_---::---_ ':" _.<- -

'l. It extends the sunsetdateofthe GroundWaterOHCiean,upFund to December 31,2015. 
: _._,_._:- ---- - -:_ ;-· -_._: __ - - -- --- : - --- ---- -- :: 

2~_ it au14oilz~~----th~uSe'o:(iisttiCti_Ve_:cove_llRiit~-arid-Other iai:id _ _.use collh;ols,to millimize_the ri_sk·o~huinan_ exPosure_ 
to residual contalJ1ination on property that ha5 suffered lll1 oil discharge. 

3. Ilrequire~ the Board ofEn;ironmental Protection.to ad~pt!tJl~sfequiring operator~ of underground oil storag". 
tanks used to. store mqtor fuel or used in the marketing and distributio11 of oil to others to complete a department 
trailling pr6grit111. 
;· '. ·--- - " 

4. It denies coverage b}' the (}round W~ter mlcJe~-up F"'.1.d fo amoior can-ier for a. discharge during the 
off-loading o,roncloading of oil from or to. a motor vehicle used to transport oil. . . 

5i Itrequires the Dep8ltmentofEnvironmentalProtection to reyi~"' and submit a report OU the current framework 
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for funding investigations and thecle~up of tank-related oil discharges atvoluntmy response action progrmn sites 
and. sites contaminated by discharges during the delivery of oil to an oil storage facility. The Joint Standing 
Committee onNatural Resourees is authorized to report oµt legislation related to the report. . . : - -

. . . 

6. It makes atecfu,;cal correction to the forrnat ofthefaw governing liability for fund disbursements by repealing · 
the curre~t and future versions of the law and the confusing effective date provisions. It enacts the smne language in · 
a mmmerthat clmifies the effective date of each provision oflaw. 

LD 1333 An Act To Ensure that Replacement Culverts Permit Fish Passage 

Sponsor(s) 

PINGREE 

MITCHELLE 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Part A of this bill creates the Climate and Energy Planning Act of2009, which: 

Amendments Adopted 

H-514 

S-348 GOODALL 

1. Requires analysis of the climate effects on and resulting from state planning decisions; 

2. Requires the analysis to be made available for public review and comment; 

3. Requires state planning decisions to be consistent with the State1s greenhouse gas emission reduction goals as 
established in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 576; 

4. Requires that after adoption of relevant major substantive rules by the Department of Environmental Protection 

the department undertake the same analysis and ensure the same consistency with the State1s greenhouse gas 
emission goals when evaluating applications for and issuing licenses, permits or other approvals for developments or 
subdivisions subject to Title 38, section 483-A, waste discharges subject to Title 38, section 413, air e1nissions 

subject to Title 38, section 590 and discharges subject to state certification under the federal Clean Water Act, 33 
United States Code, Section 1341. The department is directed to propose to the Legislature a fee schedule to cover 
its costs in administering this requirement; and 

5. Allows the department to establish waivers from the otherwise applicable requirements of the Climate and 
Energy Planning Act of 2009 and requires the department to establish a list of qualified greenhouse gas emission 
reduction measures that demonstrably reduce the greenhouse gas emissions resulting from projects and activities 

expected to be subject to the requirements of the Act. 

Part B of this bill: 

I. Adds attainment of the state greenhouse gas emission reduction goals set out in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 

38, section 576 to the purposes and goals of the growth management program; 

2. Adds attainment of the state greenhouse gas emission reduction goals set out in Title 38, section 576 to the 
purposes of the laws governing the Maine Land Use Regulation Commission and requires that development and 

amendment ofland use districts and standards be consistent with the Climate and Energy Planning Act of2009. It 

also requires the commission to review the effects of increased traffic on private roads when reviewing permit 

applications for developments of residential subdivisions. It also amends the definition of 11 subdivision 11 in 
management districts and protection districts in the unorganized townships; 
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3. Amends the Natural Resources Protection Act permit exception for the maintenance and repair of stream 

crossings to ensure the activities eligible for the exception achieve natural stream flows and provide for the passage 

of aquatic organisms. It also limits the Natural Resources Protection Act permit exception for the maintenance and 

repair of existing road culverts in protected natural resource areas to ensure that natural stream flows are achieved 

and the passage of aquatic organisms is not blocked; 

4. Authorizes the Department of Transportation to acquire rights-of-way for construction of bicycle and pedestrian 

ways that are not adjacent to existing highway rights-of-way. In addition, it requires state, regional and local 

decisions regarding transportation planning, projects and facilities to include full consideration of bicycle and 

pedestrian ways and intermodal connections to public transit systems and requires that the final plans, projects and 

facilities include bicycle and pedestrian ways and intermodal connections as appropriate, unless there is no need for 

such ways or connections or they would conflict with public safety or involve excessive costs; 

5. Requires the Maine Land Use Regulation Commission and the Department of Conservation, Maine Forest 

Service to review and update their rules, standards, practices and guide.lines for road construction to reflect current 

best practices to facilitate passage of aquatic and terrestiial organis1ns; 

6. Requires the Depart1nent of Environmental Protection to amend its rules, Chapter 305, Permit by Rule, to require 

municipalities to achieve natural stream flow and facilitate passage of aquatic organisms when repairing or 

maintaining roads and stream crossings; and 

7. Requires the Executive Depart1nent, State Planning Office to review and update its rules, standards and 

guidelines gove1ning local and regional planning activities to incorporate best practices to reduce the climate change 

effects on and resulting from those activities. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-514) 

This amendment is the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources. The amendment 

strikes the provisions in the bill that require reviews of climate effects in state planning and project decisions and 

replaces those provisions with a requirement for state authorities to establish policies and guidelines to lower overall 

energy use, lessen the State1s reliance on fossil fuels and reduce greenhouse gas emissions and a requirement that 

state authorities incorporate energy criteria in planning and long-term project decisions. The amendment strikes the 

provisions in the bill that require review of clitnate effects in state licensing decisions and replaces those provisions 

with a requirement that developments in the organized areas of the State that are subject to approval under the site 

location of development law and developments in the unorganized territories that would be subject to the site 

location of development law ifthe development was in an organized area of the State may not result in or contribute 

to unreasonable emissions of greenhouse gases, and it requires the Department of Environmental Protection and the 

Maine Land Use Regulation Commission to adopt major substantive rules. It authorizes the establishment of a 

mitigation compensation fund. The amendment requires the Department of Environmental Protection and the 

Maine Land Use Regulation Commission to submit an interim report by January 7, 2010 and final reports by January 

7, 2011 related to the major substantive rulemaking. This amendment adds an appropriations and allocations section 

to the bill. 

The amendment retains, with changes, provisions in the bill that: 

1. Add the protection of state resources from climate change to the goals of the growth management program; 

2. Amend exceptions in the Natural Resources Protection Act for the maintenance and repair of stream crossings 

and of existing road culverts; and 

3. Require the Department of Environmental Protection to amend its rules to require municipalities to achieve 

natural stream flow and upstream and downstream passage of aquatic organisms when repairing or maintaining 

roads and stream crossings. 
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Committee Amendment "B" (H-515) 

This amendment is the minority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources. The amendment 

replaces the bill. The amendment requires state authorities to establish policies and guidelines to lower energy use, 

lessen the State's reliance on fossil fuels and reduce greenhouse gas emissions associated with state-owned 

buildings. The amendment requires the Department of Environmental Protection to submit a report on the policies 

and guidelines established by state authorities to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction 

over natural resources matters every 4 years. The amendment also establishes a stakeholder group to evaluate 

measures available to Maine people and businesses to reduce reliance on fossil fuels, to stabilize and reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions and to incorporate the measures into land use and licensing for private development. This 

amendment was not adopted. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-348) 

This amendment strikes out _all of Committee Amendment "A" except the part that amends the exceptions in the 

Natural Resources Protection Act for the maintenance and repair of stream crossings and of existing road culverts 

and clarifies that the provisions apply only to water courses containing fish. The amendment also specifies that 

forestry management activities are exempted from the new standards. 

Enacted Law Summary 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------"------------- -
Public Law 2009, chapter 460 amends the Natural Resources Pr~tection Act ~e1mit exceptions for the maintenance 

and repair ofstrewri cr0ssings and for the.maintenance and r~pair of existing road culyerts to require that natural 

stream :flow~ are achievec! and !he p~sage ofaquatic o;ganisms fa not blocked.)! clarifies that the provisions apply 

pnly to 'Yater courses contaillingfish .. It requires the Depart01entof.Environmental Protectionto .ainend its. rules to 

requiJ·e nmnicipalitiesto acltleve natural stream:tlow and upstream and downstream pass!!ge ofaquatfo organis!lls 

when repairing or D1aintainJng r0adsand stream cr()s~ings and clarifies that the rule changes apply only to water 

cou~·ses containing fish;-- It Provides that 1~les adoPted pursuant to or to implement prOvisions of the Act are _nlajor 

substiil1tive rule~thatmwtbe~ub~1itted to the Legislature by January!, 2011. Tt.~lso specifies that forestry . 

pianagement activities are exempted from the new sfan:dardsc . . 

LD 1386 An Act Pertaining to Response Costs Incurred by the Department of 
Environmental Protection under the Waste Motor Oil Disposal Site 
Remediation Program 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

GOODALL OTP-AM S-204 

This bill provides that the Finance Authority of Maine may use proceeds of revenue obligation securities to fund the 

costs of the cleanup of certain waste motor oil disposal sites implemented by the Department of Environmental 

Protection for eligible responsible parties. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-204) 

This amendment amends the provisions in the bill regarding an alternative method for payment to the Department of 

Environmental Protection for cleanup petfo1med at waste motor oil disposal sites. The amendment clarifies that the 

alternative procedure may be used only upon issuance of a certificate of final response costs and a final remedy 

selection at the Ellsworth, Casco and Presque Isle waste motor oil disposal sites. It provides that the department 

may only receive payment after January 15, 2010 or after all response costs at the Plymouth waste motor oil disposal 

site have been paid to eligible persons, whichever occurs first. It clarifies the future liability of eligible responsible 

parties against suits by the State and third parties. It requires the department to negotiate in good faith with persons 
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who are not determined to be eligible persons. The atnendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section 

to the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009; chapter 304 Pf()vides that the Finance Authority ofM~ine may use proceeds ofrevenue obligation 

securities to fund the costs of the cleauup at the Ellsworth; Casco aud Presque Isle waste motor oil disposal sites 

implemented by the Department ofEnvimnmental Protection for eligible responsible parties. 

LD 1399 An Act Concerning Water Quality in Watersheds 

Sponsor(s) 

TILTON 

TRAHAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill creates the Clean Shores Fund within the Department of Environmental Protection to provide a funding 

source for grants to municipalities and other entities to identify and abate pollution in shellfish growing areas and to 

pay the Personal Services cost for 3 e1nployees within the Department of Marine Resources in the growing area 

classification program within the public health division. The dedicated revenue for the Clean Shores Fund is 

established through surcharges on the installation of new sewer systems and the mtinicipal combined sewer overflow 

and overboard discharges and on sewer utilities based on the number of ratepayers. 

The bill requires the Department of Environmental Protection to work in coordination with the Department of 

Marine Resources to establish an annual work plan to prioritize monitoring and classification of shellfish growing 

areas and remediation projects within those areas. The process of developing the work plan must include input from 

municipalities with approved municipal shellfish programs. 

The bill also requires the Department of Environmental Protection to consider bacteria and viral standards when 

issuing waste discharge licenses to ensure that shellfish harvesting is protected as a designated use under the Maine 

Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 465-B. The department shall also review whether disinfection requirements at 

licensed wastewater discharge facilities would improve the ability of the Department of Marine Resources to 

upgrade classifications of shellfish growing areas and may change license require1nents based on the outcome of the 

review. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~452) 

The amendment establishes resident and nonresident recreational shellfish licenses with associated fees and provides 

for distribution of the fees. 

The amendment changes the name of the Clean Shores Fund to the Water Quality and Infrastructure Improvement 

Fund and provides that license fees will be credited to the fund. The amendment clarifies the purposes for which the 

fund may be used and how money in the fund must be distributed. 

The amendment provides that the Department of Marine Resources must solicit priorities for monitoring and 

classification of shellfish growing areas from the Shellfish Advisory Council. 

The amendment clarifies that private gifts or bequests to the fund may be directed or advised. 

The amendment adds a one-time reporting requiretnent and an appropriations and allocations section. 

The amendment provides that the Depart1nent of Environmental Protection may establish procedures and criteria for 
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the grant application process, eligibility for grants and the award and use of grants from the fund. 

This amendment was not adopted. Provisions included in this amendment were incorporated into Public Law 2009, 
chapter 213, Part FFFF. 

LD 1422 Resolve, Directing the Department of Environmental Protection To 
Submit a Report and Recommendations Concerning Oil from Tar 
Sands, Coal from Mountaintop Removal Mining and Other 
High-polluting Energy Sources 

Sponsor(s) 

FLEMINGS 
BAR1LETT 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This resolve directs the Department of Environmental Protection, with input from the Public Utilities Commission, 
the Governor's Office of Energy Independence and Security and other appropriate entities, to review information and 

·issue a report and recommendations on its findings concerning oil from tar sands, oil shale and coal gasification and 
coal from mountaintop removal and other forms of mining operations in order to ensure that the State does as 1nuch 
as possible to reduce the environmental impacts caused 'by the generation and use of energy derived from these 

sources. In the report, the department is directed to collect information on liquid fuels derived from tar sands, oil 
shale and coal gasification and mountaintop removal and other forms of coal mining. The department shall submit 
its report and recommendations to the Legislature. This resolve also requires the department to establish public 
disclosure requirements for entities that sell electricity generated by facilities that bum coal. 

LD 1423 An Act To Improve Toxics Use Reduction and Reduce Energy Costs by 
Maine Businesses 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

TREAT 

This bill amends the toxic use and hazardous waste reduction laws administered by the Department of 
Environmental Protection by: 

1. Modernizing the statewide toxics use, toxics release and hazardous waste reduction goals by establishing a goal 
of zero discharge by 2050 and charging the Pollution Prevention Advisory Committee with establishing a schedule 
and process for continual progress toward this goal; 

2. Setting forth a procedure to add new facilities or new chemicals or classes of chemicals to the provisions of the 
law; 

3. Including the State1s greenhouse gas reduction goals and encouraging facilities to meet those goals through 
energy efficiency and other measures; 

4. Requiring the department to establish an Internet-based reporting system for facility progress reports that will 

allow department resources to be devoted to outreach and technical assistance; and 

5. Eliminating the requirement that facilities use an activity production index when filing the pollution prevention 
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plan. 

LD 1423 was carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature by Joint Order, H.P. 1053. 

LD 1434 

This bill: 

An Act Regarding Asbestos Abatement Work 

Sponsor(s) 

CRAVEN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

S-159 

S-272 GOODALL 

1. Clarifies that persons engaged in an activity affecting more than 3 square feet or 3 linear feet of any 

asbestos-containing material are subject to licensing, certification, notification and work practice requirements 

administered by the Department of Environmental Protection; 

2. Increases the maximum fee that may be charged by the Department of Environmental Protection to license or 

certify asbestos professionals; and 

3. Increases the maximum fee that must be paid when notifying the Department of Environmental Protection of 

asbestos abatement activity. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-159) 

This amendment is the majority report of the committee. The amendment changes the annual license fee for 

asbestos abatement contractors and asbestos abatement consultants to $250 for the first annual license, $625 for the 

2nd annual license and $1,000 for the 3rd and each subsequent annual license. The amendment also adds an 

appropriations and al1ocations section. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-272) 

This amendment reestablishes the annual license fee for asbestos abatement contractors and asbestos abatement 

consultants to be the same for each year inst~ad of a different atnount for the first annual license, the 2nd annual 

license and the 3rd annual license as proposed by Committee Amendment "A. 11 

This amendment also decreases the annual fee as proposed in the bill for an asbestos abate1nent contractor from 

$1,000 to $650, an asbestos worker from $75 to $50, an asbestos consultant from $1,000 to $650, an asbestos 

analytical laboratory from $500 to $400 and other categories of asbestos professionals from $150 to $100. The 

amendment also decreases certain notification fees by $100. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PublicLaw2009, chapter 374: 

' -- -- ·:-:-- --:_,_ --:-- ·._- ---- - -_:-- - -- - __ :: : 
) , Clarifies that persons eng~ged in an activity affecting more than 3 square feet or .3 linear feet of a~y ..... 
;asbestos-contaiili_ng-mat~r_i~l'a~-:~ubject-to lice~~ini; certification,-notificatio1rand Work p_ractic~_xe-(j_uireTit_eritS 
administered by.the Department of Environmental Protection; . · ·. 

~' Incr~as~s the 111axinmth fee>thafmay be charged by the Dep~ent of Environ)llental Pr~tection to license or 
certify. as.bestos professionals; and .. . . . 
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. . 

3. Increases the.maximum fee that must be paid when notifying the Department ofEnvironmental Protection of 
asbestos abatement activity. 

LD 1471 An Act Concerning Debarment from Contracts with the Department of 

Environmental Protection 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MITCHELLE OTP-AM S-239 

This bill defines "direct financial interest" and provides: 

,, 1. If an individual is debarred from participation in any contract with the Department of Environmental Protection, 
any business in which that individual holds a direct financial interest is also deban·ed; and 

2. If a business is debarred from participation in any contract with the Department of Environmental Protection, any 
individual or business that holds a direct financial interest in that deban·ed business is also debarred. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-239) 

This amendment amends the bill by including findings the Commissioner of Environmental Protection must make 
prior to debarring an individual or business that has a direct financial interest in a debarred business or prior to 
debarring a business in which a debarred individual holds a direct financial interest. 

Enacted Law Summary 

fublic Law 2009, chapte~ 360 auth~rizesthe Cormnissionero~Enviroll1Ilental Protection, after n:iaking f'indh;gs 

specifiedin the law, tq debaJ' a11indivi~ual o~ bus,iness th~t has a directfinancialhlterestin a deban-edbusiness and 
lo. debar a ])usiness iµwhich a debarred iodividual holds a direct financial ioterest · 

LD 1476 An Act Regarding the Transfer of Licenses for Energy Recovery 

Facilities 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HOBBINS OTP-AM S-292 

This bill prohibits the Department of Environmental Protection from approving the transfer of a solid waste facility 
license during the stated term of a waste handling contract between a solid waste facility that incinerates solid waste 
and its host community. Under this bill, the department may not grant a new license to the new owner of a solid 

waste facility until the expiration of a due diligence review period for the host com1nunity, the receipt of written 
consent of the host community and a public hearing and review conducted by the Board of Environmental 
Protection. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-292) 

This amendment authorizes the Department of Environmental Protection to approve the transfer of a solid waste 
facility license during the stated term of a waste handling contract between a solid waste facility that incinerates 

municipal solid waste or special waste and its host community only after the expiration of a due diligence review 
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period for the host community. The amendtnent removes the provision in the bill that required the proposed new 

owner to apply for a new license and it removes the provision in the bill that required the written consent of the host 

community. The amendment gives jurisdiction over transfer applications that are subject to the new requirements to 

the Board of Environmental Protection and requires the board to hold a public hearing on the transfer application. 

The amendment clarifies that for purposes of this law "host co1nmunity 11 means the town in which the facility is 

geographically sited and it adds sale of stock as a method of ownership change that is subject to the requirements of 
the bill. The amendment exempts regional associations and a transfer to the facility1s host community from the bill1s 

requirements. The ainendment also removes the emergency preamble and clause. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publi~ Law 2009, chapter 380 authorizes the Department ofEnvironmen:ta1 Protecfion:to approve the transfer of a 
solid waste facility license during the stated term ofa waste handling contract between a solid waste facility that 
incinerates municipal solid waste <>r special waste and jts host community only after the expiration of a due diligence 
review period for the_host community in which the.facility jg geographically sited._ Chaptei· 380 gives jurisdiction 
~Ver trallsfer,.appli~atio~s thaf are subject to the new;~_equirements tO the_ Board-ofErivironmelltal_Pi:o1e6tion __ and 
reqµires the boardtp_ hold a public hearing on the transfer application. Regional ass_ociapons and a transfer to_the 
facility's host community are exempt from the requirell1ents of chapter 380. 

LD 1479 An Act Relating to Biomass Gasification 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

GOODALL OTP 

This bill amends the definition of "coal gasification facility" to make the moratorium on the licensing and permitting 

of those facilities specific to the gasification of coal or coal-derived materials. 

Enacted Law Summary 
~~ ---·-- -- -

Public L_aw 2009, chapter 306 a,mends the definition of" coal gasification facility" to make the moratorium on the 
licensing and permitting of those facilitie_s specificto_ thegasification of coal orcoal~derived Il)atepals. 

LD 1482 An Act to Amend Mercury Standards for Air Emission Sources 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This bill is submitted by the Joint Standing Co1nmittee on Natural Resources pursuant to the Maine Revised 

Statutes, Title 38, section 585-B, subsection 6. The bill provides an alternative method for an air emission source to 

comply with mercury standards. It also directs the Department of Environmental Protection to submit an updated 

report relating to mercury emissions and standards and authorizes the committee to report out legislation to the 124th 

Legislature in connection with the updated report. 

Enacted Law Summary 

l'ublic Law 2009, _ chapt~r 338 J>n>vides an altelllative n:;ethodfor an _aii· emi_ssion source to comply ~ith merc~ty 
_standards. It also direct_s theDepartment of Environmental Protection to submit an updated rep01t relating to 
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mercury e!1li;~ions and ;t~ndards ;~dauthorizes ;th~ J9intStand~g c.om;,ittee on Natural Resource; to report out 
legislation to the 124th Legislature in.connection with the updated report. 
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An Act To Amend Certain Laws Administered by the 
Department of Environmental Protection 

An Act Regarding the Maximum Fee for Processing an 
Environmental License Application 

An Act Concerning Debarment from Contracts with the 
Department of Environmental Protection 

Resolve, To Require the Department of Environmental Protection 
To Amend Its Rules for Hydropower Projects To Require a 
Detailed Cost-benefit Analysis 

Au Act To Lower the Cost of State Government in the 
Departments under the Purview of the Joint Standing Committee 
on Natural Resources 

Electronic waste 

An Act To Enhance Maine's Electronic Waste Recycling Law 

An Act To Amend the Laws Governing the Recycling of 
Televisions 

An Act To Ensure That Maine's Electronic Waste Collection and 
Recycling System Is Self-funded 

Excavations 

An Act Concerning Regulation of Borrow Pit Excavations 

An Act To Require Semiannual Testing in Certain Gravel Pits 

Fuels 

707 

ONTP 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

PUBLIC 121 

PUBLIC 160 
EMERGENCY 

PUBLIC 360 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

ONTP 

PUBLIC 397 

PUBLIC 231 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 



LD644 

LD 1422 

Enacted 

LD 860 

Enacted 

LD 1269 

LD 1310 

Not Enacted 

LD645 

LD663 

LD 837 

LD 1267 

Not Enacted 

LD 515 

Enacted 

LD 1268 

Not Enacted 

LD 199 

An Act To Allow the Sale and Use of Fuel Containing MTBE in a 
Vehicle in a Competitive Event 

Resolve, Directing the Department of Environmental Protection 
To Snbmit a Report and Recommendations Concerning Oil from 
Tar Sands, Coal from Mountaintop Removal Mining and Other 
High-polluting Energy Sources 

Geothermal wells 

An Act Relating to Geothermal Heat Exchange Wells 

Groundwater 

An Act To Clarify the Laws Regarding Significant Groundwater 
Wells 

Resolve, Relating to a Review of International Trade Agreements 
and the Management of Gronndwater Resources 

An Act To Provide for Municipal Oversight and Authority over 
Groundwater Extraction 

An Act To Clarify A Municipality's Authority To Pass 
Ordinances That Govern the Extraction of Groundwater 

An Act To Protect Maine's Groundwater 

An Act To Establish a Groundwater Withdrawal Program and 
To Recognize Groundwater as a Public Trust Resource 

Hazardous waste 

An Act To Allow a Municipality To Recover Emergency 
Response Costs from a Natural Gas Utility in Certain Cases 

Land Use 

An Act To Update the Site Location of Development Laws 

An Act To Facilitate Wind Power Siting 
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LD431 

LD 891 

Enacted 

LD973 

LD 986 

LD 1026 

LD 1042 

LD 1482 

Enacted 

LD 1333 

Not Enacted 

LD107 

Enacted 

LD 1332 

Not Enacted 

LD 861 

LD880 

LD 991 

An Act To Make the Site Location of Development Laws More 
Development Friendly 

An Act To Amend the Site Location of Development Laws To 
Include Consideration of Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

Mercury 

An Act To Provide for the Safe Collection and Recycling of 
Mercury-containing Lighting 

An Act To Protect the Public Health and the Environment by 
Prohibiting the Sale of Wheel Weights Containing Lead or 
Mercury 

An Act Concerning Mercury-added Button Cell Batteries 

An Act To Continue To Reduce Mercury Use and Emissions 

An Act to Amend Mercury Standards for Air Emission Sources 

Natural Resources Protection Act 

An Act To Ensure that Replacement Culverts Permit Fish 
Passage 

An Act To Change the Classification of Man-made Wetlands 

Oils 

An Act To Continue Coverage of Oil Clean-up Costs and 
Improve Administration of the Ground Water Oil Clean-up Fund 

An Act Concerning Deductibles for Underground Oil Storage 
Facilities and Tanks 

An Act To Improve the Ground Water Oil Clean-up Fund 

An Act To Create a Statute of Limitations for Oil Discharge 
Violations 
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PUBLIC272 

PUBLIC 125 

PUBLIC 86 

PUBLIC 277 

PUBLIC338 

PUBLIC 460 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

PUBLIC 319 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 



Enacted 

LD 1386 

Enacted 

LD759 

LD760 

LD 1010 

LD 1476 

Not Enacted 

LD506 

LD871 

LD 876 

LD 1011 

LD 1017 

Not Enacted 

LD 1423 

Enacted 

LD367 

Not Enacted 

Oils - Waste Motor Oil 

An Act Pertaining to Response Costs Incurred by the Department 
of Environmental Protection under the Waste Motor Oil Disposal 
Site Remediation Program 

Solid Waste 

An Act To Require State-owned Solid Waste Disposal Facilities 
To Demonstrate a Public Benefit 

An Act To Improve Landfill Capacity 

Resolve, To Require the Department of Environmental Protection 
To Review Emerging Technologies and the Laws Regarding 
Incinerators 

An Act Regarding the Transfer of Licenses for Energy Recovery 
Facilities 

An Act To Protect Public Safety and Provide for the Prudent Use 
of Landfill Capacity 

An Act To Facilitate Compliance with Solid Waste Management 
Rules 

Resolve, To Create a Surrounding Community Advisory Panel 
for the Juniper Ridge Landfill in Old Town 

An Act To Improve Solid Waste Disposal Quality 

Resolve, To Improve Recycling in Maine 

Toxic chemicals 

An Act To Improve Toxics Use Reduction and Reduce Energy 
Costs by Maine Businesses 

Wastes 

Resolve, To Convene a Work Group To Design and Implement a 
Statewide Disposable Checkout Bag Reduction Campaign, with 
Benchmarks 
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LD63 

LD 1051 

Enacted 

LD330 

LD722 

LD 1311 

Not Enacted 

LD229 

LD351 

LD387 

LD646 

LD 1399 

Enacted 

LD348 

Not Enacted 

LD208 

LD 1282 

An Act To Reduce Registration Fees for Certain Generators of 
Biomedical Waste 

An Act To Encourage Tire Recycling 

Water Quality 

An Act To Change the Classification of Certain Waters of the 

State 

Resolve, Directing a Review of the Management of Risks 
Associated with Surface Uses on Public Water Supplies 

An Act To Enable Municipal Assistance for Purposes of 
Protecting or Restoring Public Waters 

An Act To Promote Clean Waters iu the State 

An Act Regarding the Regulation of Agricultural Composting 
Operations 

An Act To Protect Groundwater and Surface Water from 
Contamination 

An Act To Improve the Water Quality of Maine's Rivers 

An Act Concerning Water Quality in Watersheds 

Waterbodies - Dams 

An Act To Facilitate the Removal of Dams That Pose a Hazard to 
Public Safety and the Installation and Repair of Fishways 

An Act To Require a Municipality That Abuts a Body of Water 
To Cantribnte to the Cost of Upkeep of Municipally Owned 
Dams on That Body of Water 

An Act To Protect and Enhance Maine Marine Fisheries 
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Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government 

LD31 An Act To Amend the Legislative Term Limit Laws ACCEPTED ONTP 

REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

HOGAN 
DAVISG 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

Current law governing term limits restricts state Senators and members of the state House of Representatives to 4 

consecutive 2-year terms. This bill provides that, if a constitutional amendment is adopted and ratified at 
referendum to increase the length of a legislative term from 2 years to 4 years, the number of permissible 
consecutive terms would decrease to 2. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-136) 

This amendment changes the year that the term limits proposed in the bill would take effect from 2010 to 2014 to 
coincide with the gubernatorial election. It restricts the terms that Senators and members of the House of 

Representatives may serve to 2 consecutive 4-year tenns or a 10-year consecutive maximum, whichever is longer, to 
allow for those Senators and Representatives who are elected in 2008 or 2012 or a person who is elected at a special 
election less than 2 years before the next regular election to serve up to 10 years. 

LD33 An Act To Change the Name of Township 16, Range 4, WELS, to 

Madawaska Lake 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

THERIAULT OTP-AM H-12 

This bill authorizes the Aroostook County commissioners to seek approval from the residents of Township 16, 
Range 4, WELS, to rename the township Madawaska Lake. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-12) 

This amendment incorporates a fiscal note. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P&S7 
EMERGENCY 

Private&. Specia!Law'.2po9, chapter 7. authcil·izesthe Aroostook County ~ommissioners to seek approval from th~ ... 
residents of Township 16, Range 4, WELS,to rename the township Madawas.kaLake. · 

,_ -;_ - -- -_-'-' -

Private 1 Special £aw 2009, chapter 7 was enacted as an emergency measure effe~tiv6 Aprn°l7, 2009, . 
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LD34 An Act To Clarify the Election of Municipal Charter Commission 

Members 

PUBLIC 52 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HAYES OTP-AM H-17 

This bill amends the procedure that guides the election of members to a municipal charter commission. ill current 

law, the election of the members can be held at either the same election as the referendum establishing the charter 

commission or at the next scheduled regular or special municipal or state election if that election is no more than 200 

days after the referendum authorizing the charter commission. The bill removes the 200-day limit. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-17) 

This amendment adds a retroactivity clause so that the Act is retroactive to January 1, 2009. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publlc ia;_, 2009, ~hapte~52 amends t~~ p;-ocecl;,l'e that guides the ele~ti;;nofmembers t;; a mllniclpal t:harter 
commiss_ion.: __ :rt removes tQ.e req_~ir~~ent that fhe eleclion,oft,h~_ meiµbers-()f_a_muni~ipa1_,ch._~~r_-co_mmission must 
be held w.ithin 200 days of the referendum authorizing the chru1er. commission. The law is .retroactiv~ toJamµry l, 
2009: 

. . 

Public Law 2009, chapter 52 wasenacted as an emergency measure effe.ctive April 22, 2009. 

LD 106 An Act To Prohibit Constitutional Officers from Endorsing Candidates 

for the Legislature 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CEBRA ONTP 

This bill prohibits constitutional officers from endorsing candidates for the Legislature or using their titles or 

allowing their titles to be used for political purposes not necessary for the administration of their offices. 

ONTP 

LD108 RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine 

To Change the Terms for State Senators and Members of the House of 

Representatives to 4 Years 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

HOGAN 
GERZOFSKY 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill is a constitutional resolution proposing to amend the Constitution of Maine to change Legislators' terms to 

4 years beginning with the general election in 2012. The Legislature would meet every year but the business in the 
4th year would be restricted as it is presently in the 2nd year. 
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Committee Amendment "A" (H-139) 

This amendment changes the year in which 4-year terms would begin from 2012 to 2014 to coincide with 

gubernatorial elections. 

LD 113 An Act Regarding Construction and Excavation near Burial Sites PUBLIC 310 

EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) 

CASAVANT 

SULLIVAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-416 

This bill amends the law governing construction and excavation near burial sites by adding an exception for 

construction of a private sewer line connection to a public sewer system. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-416) 

This amendment replaces the bill. It allows for the construction of a private sewer line connection to a public sewer 

system within the 25-foot setback from a cemetery only if the following conditions are met: there is no practical 

alternative to connecting to the public sewer line; there is no practical alternative to excavation or construction 

within 25 feet; the construction is approved by the municipality and the regulating division within the Department of 

Health and Human Services; there is a 2-week opportunity for the public to express opposition to the construction; 

the construction takes place as far as possible from the cemetery; and the construction equipment is not placed on 

any part or within I 0 feet of the cemetery at any time. This provision is repealed June 30, 2010. The amendment 

also adds an emergency prea1nble and emergency clause. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PubHcLaw 2009, i;hapter 310 alio~sfo;the constru~tlon.of a pri\'ate se;.,erH!le connection toa publi~sewei· s)'stell\ 

within the 25,foot setback from a cemetery if the foUowing conditions are met: •there is no practical alternative to 

boflµ6ctin~-:to-:th~_public:S_e~erl~e;-_:there is:_Ilo: Pta~tic111: filt~!?a~v~ to -_~_xcavaticin or_-~o_nstruCtioii \vithin_-~5-_fee_t; -the 
construction is approved hy the 111u~icipality and th~ regulating di.Vision within the Department of)-iealth and . 

Human Services; th er~ is ~. 2fweek opportunity for the pub)icto express oppositio11 to the construction; the . . .• 

co~s1ructio11 take~ place as far as possible from the cemetery; and the construction equipment is not placed on any . 
partor~thin JO feet of the cemet.,ryat any time, Thislaw.is repealed June 30, 2010. 

PublicLaw.200. 9 .. , chapter 310was enacted as an emergency measure effective June 2,2009 •. 
_,. -. --- --- -- - - - - - - ---

LD 117 Resolve, To Facilitate the Creation of a Memorial for the Families and 

Friends of Children Who Have Died by Violence 

Sponsor(s) 

CROCKETTP 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-16 

This bill directs the Capitol Planning Commission to construct and maintain a memorial for the families and friends 

of children who have died by violence. The Capitol Planning Co1nmission may seek assistance in the design of the 

memorial from a nonprofit organization whose purpose is supporting parents of murdered children. The memorial 

must be located in the proposed memorial park within the East Campus Zone as described in the Capitol Planning 
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Commission rules. The Capitol Planning Commission may accept state and local funds, gifts and other contributions 
to meet the costs of the memorial. No General Fund money may be used for the construction of the me1norial. If the 

funds are not raised by June 30, 2010, the memorial is not authorized. 

Committee Amendment "A11 (H~16) 

This amendment clarifies that no General Fund money may be used for design, construction, installation or 
maintenance of the memorial for families and friends of children who have died by violence. It also directs the 
Director of the Bureau of General Services within the Department of Administrative and Financial Services to 

establish an account for the administration of funds, gifts and other contributions accepted by the Capitol Plalll1ing 
Commission for the memorial. 

Enacted Law Summary 

R~solvez()o9, cb.apter]5 directs the Capitol Planning Commission to construct and maintain a mem.oria!Jor the 
families and friends of chilcfren who have died by violence. The Capitol PlanningCommission may seek assistance 
in the design of the men10rial from a nonprofit organization whose pmpose is supporting parents of murdered 
childrenoThe me'('corial niust be located in theproposed ~.en10ri!ll park.withinthe·EastCampus Zo11e as described 
in the Capitol Planning Commission rules ... 'fhe papitol P!anningCommission may accept state and local fonds, gifts 
and other contributions to 1neet the costs of the memorial. The Director of the Bureau of Gener!ll Services within 
the Depiutrnentof' Administrntive and Financial Services is directed to establish an account for the administrntion of 
those fti~ds accepted by the Capitol Planning Commission for the memorial. . No Gener!ll Fund ~oney may be used 
fo:-th_e d_esign, co~fitruction,JnStalla~()Il or:maintenance ofthe-1Ile1riqr_iat.--:Jfthefunds are ~ot faised by June 30, 
20 IO, the memoria.1 is not authorized. . 

LD 121 An Act To Reduce the Length of the Legislative Sessions ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

FLOOD 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill advances the statutory adjournment date of the Legislature by 10 business days in the first regular session 
and by 5 business days in the second regular session. 

Committee Amendment 11 A" (H-137) 

This atnendment, which is the minority report of the comtnittee, adds an appropliations and allocations section. 

LD 130 An Act To Allow a Municipality Greater Flexibility To Disburse State 

Fees 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PERRYJ OTP 

This bill allows a municipality greater flexibility to disburse state fees to the State by reducing 1nunicipal processing 

requirements. This will encourage timely disbursing of state fees to the Department of the Secretary of State, 

Bureau of Motor Vehicles. 
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Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 6 allows a.municipality g;eaterflexibility to disburse state f~ds tcJthe State by reducing 
mullicipal processing requirements,. This will encourage timely disbursing of stale fees to the Department of the 
Secretary of State, Bureau of Motor Vehicles. 

LD 142 An Act To Revise the Boundary between the City of Waterville and the 

Town of Oakland 

Sponsor(s) 

NUTTINGR 

MARRA CHE 

Committee Rep011 Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

This bill revises the boundary line between the City of Waterville and the Town of Oakland. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P~ivate &. Specla!La~2oo9, chapter 2 revises the bouhilliry line between the Cify ofWatef\'ine and the Town of 
Oakland. 

LD 143 An Act To Amend the Process for Secession from a County by a 

Municipality 

Sponsor(s) 

ROBINSON 
DIAMOND 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill removes the requirement that a municipality seeking to secede from one county to join another share a 
border with the county the municipality wishes to join. 

P&S2 

ONTP 

LD 144 RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine 

To Reduce the Size of the Legislature 

DIED BETWEEN 

HOUSES 

Sponsor(s) 

FLOOD 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-135 

This bill is a resolution proposing to a1nend the Constitution of Maine to reduce the size of the House of 

Representatives from 151 members to 115 members and the size of the Senate from no more than 35 members to no 
more than 31 members. Under the resolution, the proposal would be presented to the voters for their approval in 
November 2010, and after voter approval the Legislature that convenes in 2011 would submit a reapportionment 

plan to itnple1nent the reduction in the size of the Legislature. The reduction in the size of each legislative body 
takes effect in 2013. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-135) 
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This amendment, which is the minority report of the committee, reduces the size of the House of Representatives to 

131 members rather than the 115 members in the constitutional resolution. It also removes from the resolution the 

proposed changes to the size of the Senate so that the Senate would remain at an odd nuinber of Senators between 31 

and 35. 

House Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (H-252) 

This amendment provides for a reduction in the size of the House of Representatives for the Legislature that 

convenes in 2015 and thereafter, rather than for the Legislature that convenes in 2013 and thereafter, as provided in 

the resolution. This would allow for the redistricting to take place at the next regularly scheduled reapportionment 

in 2013. 

LD 194 An Act To Require an Independent Audit of State Government Every 4 
Years 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

CEBRA 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill requires the State ControlJer within the Depa1tment of Administrative and Financial Services to contract 

with an independent auditor to conduct a single fiscal year financial audit of State Government every 4 years 

beginning in 20 I 0. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~13) 

This amendment, which is the minority report, adds an appropriations and allocations section to the bill. 

LD209 An Act To Abolish the Intergovernmental Advisory Commission 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HAYES OTP 

This bill abolishes the lntergovermnental Advisory Commission. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PUBLIC30 

LD210 An Act To Change the Name of Columbus Day to Heritage Day ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

CASAVANT 

HOBBINS 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP MIN 
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This bill changes references to the federally named Columbus Day to Heritage Day for use in the State. 

LD211 RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine 
To Change the Schedule for Redistricting 

Sponsor(s) 

JONES 
RAYE 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM 

This bill is a resolution proposing to amend the Constitution of Maine to move the date of redistricting the 
congressional districts, Maine Legislature and counties from 2013 to 2012. The apportionment of the congressional 
districts, Maine Legislature and the counties is described in the Maine Revised Statutes and follow the Constitution 

of Maine. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-143) 

This amendment changes the date of redistricting the congressional districts, Maine Legislature and counties to 

2011. 

LD226 An Act To Require a Vacancy in the Office of United States Senator To 
Be Filled by Election 

Sponsor(s) 

DIAMOND 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill changes the way in which a United States Senator is replaced when a vacancy occurs by requiring a special 
election within 60 days of the vacancy. Currently, the Governor appoints a qualified person to fill the vacancy until 

the successor is elected and qualified. Having a special election matches the way a vacancy in the office of 
Representative to Congress is filled. 

Committee Amendment 11 A" (S-52) 

This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, removes the bi1I1s proposed time limit of 60 days in 

which a primary and special election must be held to fill a vacancy in the office of United States Senator. It amends 
the language to match the language in statute to fill a vacancy in the office of Representative to Congress. The 
primary and special elections must be held as soon as reasonably possible if Congress is in session and before the 

next regular or called session if Congress is not in session. 

LD236 An Act To Establish the Permanent Commission on the Status of 
Women 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PERCY 
SCHNEIDER 

OTP-AM 
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This bill creates the Permanent Commission on the Status of Women based on the law that created the Maine 

Commission for Women, which was repealed by Public Law 1991, chapter 622, Part S, sections 5 and 18. 

Committee Amendment ''A'' (H-215) 

The amendment makes the following changes to the bill. 

1. It changes the membership of the Pennanent Commission on the Status of Women. The Governor appoints 7 

members rather than 9 and the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives appoint 5 

members each rather than 4. Members of the Legislature may not be appointed to the commission. It also adds 

specific criteria for members appointed by the Governor. 

2. It removes the position of executive director from the commission. 

3. It provides that the commission will be staffed by the Secretary of State. 

4. It moves the commission from the section of Title 5 listing independent advisory boards and places it in the 

section of boards with minin1al authority with no line item in the budget. 

5. It adds an emergency preamble and emergency clause. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public i,aw 2009, chapter 191 establishes thePermal1eniCommission on the Status onyomen. The Governor 

appoints 7 members and the President of the Senate. and theSpeaker of the 1fouse of Repres~ntatives appoint 5 

m~m]Jers each; Members of the Legislature may notbe appointed tothe COJ11l)lission .. The.c.ommi.ssion will be. 

staffed• by the Secretary of State, · 

- --- --· -

Public Law 2009, chapter 191 was enacted as an emergency measure effective May 22, 2009, 

LD242 An Act To Repeal the Informed Growth Act 

Sponsor(s) 

HASTINGS 

This bill repeals the Informed Growth Act. 

Committee Amendment "A'' (S-162) 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

This amendment, which is the majority repo1i, incorporates a fiscal note. 
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An Act To Reqnire a Regional Review of Projects That Affect Areas 

Outside of the Community in Which the Project Is Proposed 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MACDONALD ONTP 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. It proposes to have a regional review of a project ifthe 
project will have an adverse effect on more than the community in which the project will be located. 

LD279 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing the Fund for the Efficient 

Delivery of Local and Regional Services 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HAYES ONTP 

This bill removes language that requires any amounts transferred to the Fund for the Efficient Delivery of Local and 
Regional Services in excess of $500,000 in any fiscal year to be transfen·ed to General Fund undedicated revenue. 

ONTP 

ONTP 

LD295 An Act To Contract Ont the State Single Audit ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

MCKANE 
COURTNEY 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill requires the State Controller to contract with an independent ~uditor to conduct the state single audit of 

State Government every year beginning in 20 I 0. It repeals the provision of law that currently gives the 
responsibility for the state single audit to the Depmtment of Audit. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-14) 

This amendment, which is the minority report, adds an appropriations and allocations section to the bill. 

LD304 Resolve, To Allow for the Support, Preservation and Maintenance of 

Maine Monuments in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DAVIS G OTP-AM S-84 
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This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. It proposes to establish a commission to support, preserve 

and maintain Maine inonurnents cit the Civil War battlefield in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. The commission is to 

include a former Governor of the State, 2 former state Legislators, and 4 state Legislators, 2 of whom are Senators 

and 2 of whom are members of the House of Representatives. The commission must also include 3 members who 

are veterans of the United States Armed Forces and one member who is a member of an organization that represents 

veterans of the United States Armed Forces. The commission is allowed to seek outside funding to implement its 

mission. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-84) 

This amendment replaces the concept draft. Instead of establishing a commission to preserve and maintain Maine 

monuments in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, it requires the Director of the Bureau of Maine Veterans' Services within 

the Department of Defense, Veterans and Emergency Management to establish a nonlapsing special revenue 

interest-bearing account to receive donations. At appropriate times, the director shall disburse money to the United 

States Department of the Interior for the purpose of repairing and maintaining Maine monu1nents in Gettysburg, 

Pennsylvania. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve. 2009, ch~p~~37r~quires.the.Direcior~f fu;;B,;;.;;~.;~fMaine.Veter:ffi~' Service~~iih~theDepartment 
D_~fenSe_;_ y_eter~s __ and Emergency Jv1anagetllent _to __ establish a_ no_nla:psi_ng s~e_cial re~enue intere,st-be_aring accounti:O 

recc;.ive donations to preserve and maintain Maine monuments at the Civil War battlefield in Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania: At appropriate times, the director shall disburse money to .the United States Department of the 
Inte1ior_to- _(ep_~ii' and'rilaintai~ Maine monuments _in Gettysbiirg, Penrisylvania. 

LD327 An Act To Strengthen Maine Small Business by Establishing a 

Preference Percentage for State Contract Bids 

Sponsor(s) 

BUTTERFIELD 
JACKSON 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill requires the Director of the Bureau of General Services within the Department of Administrative and 

Financial Services to adopt rules establishing a preference percentage of up to 15o/o for Maine small businesses 

bidding for state contracts. The rules are routine technical rules. 

LD331 An Act To Clarify the Duties of Municipal Treasurers, Clerks and Tax 

Collectors 

Sponsor(s) 

TILTON 

RECTOR 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

This bill prohibits municipal treasurers, clerks and tax collectors from commingling personal and municipal money. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publl~Law 2009, chapterl9:J prohibits muni~ipal tteasurern, clerks ai~d tax collect~rs fromc9mmhlgling personal 
and municipal money, 

721 

ONTP 

PUBLIC 193 



Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government 

LD379 An Act To Amend the Notary Public Laws 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PRIEST 
BLISS 

OTP-AM H-50 

This bill clarifies that the purpose and function of the Notary Public Review Board is to screen complaints against 
notaries and recommend appropriate disposition to the Secretary of State. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~SO) 

This amendment adds a requirement for a notary public to keep an official handwritten signature on file with the 

Secretary of State and, when performing a notarization, sign by producing that official signature by hand. It also 
clarifies that a newly appointed notary public must take an oath that mirrors the oath in the Constitution of Maine 
but without the requirement to be a citizen. 

Enacted Law Summary 

----·------------ -- -------------·---

PublicLa,"' 2009, chapter 74 clarifies that the purpose and function of the Notaiy PublicReview.Board is to sc.reen 

complaints against n()taries aud recommend appropriate disposition to the Seer~~!")' .of State. It also adds a . . 

requireme~t~or auotaiy pu~lic to .keep an official h.andwritten sigiiatu~e on fil~ \\'ith the Secretaiy ofSta~ and, 
when performing a notariz:ition, sign by producing .that official signature byfama.1i F1~nfies that a newly appointed 
notaiy public must take an oath that mirrors the oath in the Constitution of Maine but \\'ithoutthe requirement to be 
a CitiZen:· 

PUBLIC 74 

LD 417 An Act To Require State Employees To Pay 15% of Their Health 

Insurance Costs 

DIED IN 
CONCURRENCE 

Sponsor(s) 

WEAVER 
NASSR 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill reduces the state share of the individual premium for health insurance costs for state employees from lOOo/o 
to 95% effective October I, 2009, 90% effective July I, 2010 and 85% effective July I, 2011. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-273) 

This amendment is the majority report of the committee. It changes the effective date of the state share of the 
individual premium for health insurance costs for state employees from July I, 2010 to July I, 2011 and eliminates 

the provision that reduced the state share to 85% effective July 1, 2011. 

The state share of the individual premium for health insurance costs for state employees was changed in Public Law 
2009, chapter 213, Part GG, the biennial budget. 
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LD 434 RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitntion of Maine 
To Provide for the Reduction in the Size of the Legislature 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

FINCH ONTP 

This bill is a resolution proposing to amend the Constitution of Maine to reduce the size of the House of 

Representatives from 151 members to 105 members and to establish in the Constitution of Maine the size of the 

Senate at 35 members. The redistricting will be done in 2010 during the Second Regular Session of the !24th 

Legislature and the adjustments in the size of each legislative body take effect in 2011. 

LD448 An Act To Modify the Informed Growth Act 

Sponsor(s) 

BEAUDETTE 

SULLIVAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-232 

This bill exempts a municipality that has adopted a review process for large-scale retail development applications 

that include economic and community impacts from the Informed Growth Act. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-232) 

This amendment, which is the majority report, replaces the bill. It clarifies that a municipality is exempt from the 

Informed Growth Act ifthe municipality has adopted an ordinance that contains requirements for determining the 

impact of large-scale retail development and includes an independent study of the community economic impacts of 

large-scale retail development. The study must be prepared by a preparer detennined qualified by the Executive 

Department, State Planning Office and chosen by the municipality. The study must be presented at a public hearing. 

Committee Amendment "B" (H-233) 

This amendment, which is the minority report, replaces the bill. It clarifies that a municipality is exempt from the 

Info1med Growth Act if the municipality adopts an ordinance requiring a determination of the impact of a large-scale 

retail development on the municipality and abutting municipalities and requires an independent study by a qualified 

preparer. It specifies that the study must consider the impacts on: existing retail operations; sales revenue generated 

and reinvested in the area; the effects on employ1nent; retail wages and benefits; municipal revenues generated; 

municipal infrastructure; and the amount of public subsidies including tax increment financing. This amendment 

was not adopted. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public.L~w 2oo9, chapter 260Je)<.empts a municipality.from the lnformedGrowtliJ\.ctif the municipalify hM. adopted·· 

an ordinance that contain.s reqllirements for determining the impact oflarge-scale retaffdevelopment and includes an 

independent study of the community economic impacts of large-scale retaildevelopn1ent. · The study must. be . . 

prepared by a preparer d"termh1ed qualified by t!J.e. Executive Depaitment, State Planning Office and chosen by the 
municipaHty: The study must be presented at a public hearing: 
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Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government 

Resolve, Authorizing the Commissioner of Administrative and Financial 

Services To Sell or Lease the Interests of the State in Certain Real 

Property Located at 17 School Street in Benedicta, Aroostook County 

Sponsor(s) 

BEAUDETTE 
SIMPSON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-18 

This bill authorizes the State to sell or lease specific land and buildings in the unorganized territories that are no 

longer necessary to the Department of Education and directs the proceeds of any sale and lease to the Unorganized 

Territory Education and Services Fund. 

Committee Amendment "A11 (H-18) 

This amendment incorporates a fiscal note. 

Enacted Law Summary 

R~~ol~e2009! ~hapter 10 auth6rize~ the State to. sell OJ:l~ase specific land and buii<lhi.gs in the unorganiied 
territories that are no lo~ger nece.~sary to the Department of Education and .directs the proceeds of any sale andJeas<i 
t9 the Unorganized Te1Titory.Education and.Services Fund, 

LD463 An Act To Allow Nonresident Property Owners To Vote on Municipal 

Budget Matters 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SHERMAN ONTP 

This bill allows a nonresident owner of real property in a municipality to vote on 1nunicipal budget matters in that 

municipality as long as the nonresident property owner is at least 18 years of age and a citizen of the United States. 

LD464 An Act To Suspend the Cost-of-living Adjustment for Legislators' 

Salaries for the Second Regular Session of the 124th Legislature 

Sponsor(s) 

RAYE 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP M1N 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill suspends the cost-of-living adjustment for salaries of Legislators for the Second Regular Session of the 
I 24th Legislature, 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-255) 

This amendment includes a General Fund deappropriation to reflect savings resulting from suspension of the 

cost-of-living adjustment. 
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The cost-of-living adjustment for salaries of Legislators for the Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature was 

suspended in Public Law 2009, chapter 213, Part LL, the biennial budget. 

LD 473 An Act To Suspend the Cost-of-living Adjustment for Legislators' 
Salaries for the First Regular Session of the !24th Legislature 

DIED ON 

ADJOURNMENT 

Sponsor(s) 

RAYE 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONfP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill suspends the cost-of-living adjustment for salaries of Legislators for the First Regular Session of the !24th 

Legislature. 

Committee Amendment "A'' (S-236) 

This amendment suspends the cost-of-living adjustment for salaries of legislators for the First Regular Session of the 

!25th Legislature rather than for the First Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. The amendment also adds an 

appropriations and allocations section. 

LD 499 An Act To Require the State To Issue Requests for Proposals for the 
Shredding of State Documents 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

TRAHAN ONTP 

This bill requires that a contract for the service of the destruction of documents of a state agency is subject to the 

competitive bid process. 

LD538 An Act To Consolidate the Department of Marine Resources and the 
Department oflnland Fisheries and Wildlife into a New Department of 
Fish, Wildlife and Marine Resources 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

WATSON ONTP 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. This bill proposes to combine the Department of Marine 

Resources and the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to form a new Department of Fish, Wildlife and 

Marine Resources. The consolidation will be accomplished in a way that retains the core functions of the two 

departments and promotes cooperation and collaboration among the divisions to ensure that manage1nent is 

integrated. 
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Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government 

An Act To Retain Business in the State By Amending the Law 
Governing State Contract Bids 

Sponsor(s) 

THOMAS 

PERRYJ 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill requires the Director of the Bureau of General Services within the Depaitment of Administrative and 

Financial Services to adopt rules establishing a preference percentage of 5o/o for Maine businesses bidding for state 

contracts. The rules are routine technical iules. 

LD587 An Act To Allow a Board of Selectmen To Fill a Vacancy on That Board 

Sponsor(s) 

ROBINSON 

DIAMOND 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill amends the law to permit a board of selectmen to determine whether to fill a vacancy on the board by 

appointment rather than requiring the board to call a town 1neeting for that purpose if the vacancy occurs more than 

60 days before the regularly scheduled annual meeting of the town. If the vacancy occurs within 60 days of the next 

annual meeting, the selectmen shall provide for the vacancy to be filled by election at the annual meeting. 

ONTP 

ONTP 

LD604 RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine 
To Provide for the Popular Election of the Attorney General 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

PLOWMAN 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill is a resolution proposing to amend the Constitution of Maine to provide for popular election of the Attorney 

General in the manner currently provided for the members of the Senate and the House of Representatives, 

beginning in 2010. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-13) 

This amendment, which is the minority report, incorporates a fiscal note. 
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LD605 RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine 
To Provide for the Popular Election of the Secretary of State 

ACCEPTED ONTP 

REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

PLOWMAN 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill is a resolution proposing to amend the Constitution of Maine to provide for direct popular election of the 
Secretary of State in the manner currently provided for the members of the Senate and the House of Representatives, 

beginning in 2010. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-12) 

This amendment, which is the minority report, incorporates a fiscal note. 

LD619 An Act To Rename Certain Unorganized Townships in Washington 
County 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

RAYE OTP-AM S-26 

This bill authorizes the Washington County commissioners to seek approval from the residents ofNo. 14 Twp. to 
rename the township Cathance Township; the residents ofT 18 ED BPP to rename the township Berry Township; 

the residents of No. 21 Twp. to rename the township Big Lake Township; the residents ofT 27 ED BPP to rename 
the township Greenlaw Chopping Township; and the residents of T 31 MD BPP to rename the township Day Block 

Township. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-26) 

This amendment removes all the ratification referenda from the bill. The new names will go into effect 90 days after 

adjournment of the First Regular Session of the 124th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pri~at;,&special·L~~ 2009, chapter 13 chang~s~he namesofth~ following nnorgani~~dto~nships in W~shin.'lt6n 
Connty: No. 14 Twp. is named Catlt~nce TownshimT 1.8 ED BPP is namedBerryTownship;No •. 21 Twp. is named 
Big Lake Township; T 27 EDJ3PP is named Greenlaw Chopping Township; andT31 MD BPP is named DayBlo~k 
Township. The new names. go i111:o effect onSeptember 12, W09. 

LD680 An Act To Hold Municipal Officers Harmless for a Determination That 
a Town Way or Public Easement Is Considered Abandoned 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HASTINGS OTP 
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This bill ensures that municipal officers are not liable for any decision relating to an abandoned road by clarifying 

that the determination of the municipal officers regarding the status of a town way is a quasiRjudicial decision under 

the Maine Tort Claims Act. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 59 ensures that municipal officers are nofliable for any decision relating to an abandoned 

road by clarifying that the determination of the municipal officers regarding the status of a town way is a 

quasi-judicial decision under the Maine Tort. Claims Act. 

LD681 An Act To Lower the Cost of State Government in the Departments 

under the Purview of the Joint Standing Committee on State and Local 

Government 

Sponsor(s) 

NUTTINGJ 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

This bill eliminates one Director of Leased Space position and 9 Public Service Manager positions within the 

General Government Service Center, Security and Employment Service Center, Natural Resources Service Center 

and Department of Health and Human Services Service Center. It also eliminates 4 Governor's Special Assistant 

positions. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-29) 

This amendment, which is the minority report of the committee, removes the Director of Leased Space within the 

Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of General Services from the positions to be 

eliminated. It also removes the Deputy Director of Constituent Services from the positions to be eliminated in the 

Governor's Office and replaces it with the Deputy Chief of Staff. 

LD705 An Act To Clarify the Qualifications for the Position of State Archivist 

Sponsor(s) 

ROTUNDO 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

This bill requires that the State Archivist have specific training and allows the holder of the position to be removed 

for cause under the Civil Service Law. It also sets compensation for the State Archivist within salary range 88 rather 

than current salary range 86. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-75) 

This amendment, which is the minority report of the committee, removes the sections related to compensation for the 

State Archivist from the bill. The salary of the State Archivist remains in range 86. The amendment also clarifies 

that the requirement for specific training and the ability to remove the State Archivist for cause do not affect the 

cun·ent State Archivist. 
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Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government 

An Act To Clarify That the Assessor and Treasurer Are Incompatible 

Municipal Offices 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MILLSP OTP-AM S-27 

This bill prohibits a person from holding the office of treasurer and assessor at the same time for the same 

municipality. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-27) 

This amendment clarifies that the prohibition on a person holding the municipal officer and assessor positions at the 

same time applies to both elected and appointed assessors. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PttlJJlc Law2oo9, chapter s'l prohibits a person from holding the office of treasurer and ;ssessofatthe sruue time for. 

the same municipality. The prohibition applies to both .electt~ and appointed assessors. 

PUBLIC 57 

LD741 An Act To Authorize the Annexation of a Portion of Redington 

Township in Franklin County to the Town of Carrabassett Valley 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

GOOLEY 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM A 

ONTP B 
OTP-AM C 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill authorizes the annexation ofa portion of Redington Township, Township Tl R2, West ofBinghrun1s 

Keonebec Purchase in Franklin County by the Town of Carrabassett Valley subject to referendum. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-252) 

This amendment, which is the 1najority report of the co1nmittee, authorizes the annexation by the Town of 

Carrabassett Valley of the whole of Redington Township, Township Tl R2, West of Bingham's Kennebec Purchase 

in Franklin County, rather than a portion of the township. It clarifies that the responsibility for propertY tax 

assessment will be the responsibility of the Town of Caffabasset Valley begioning in tax year 20 I 0. It clarifies that 

a referendum to approve the annexation is required rather than a referendum at a town meeting. The referendum 

must take place before October I, 2010. The amendment also strikes the emergency preamble and clause and 

changes the title. 

Committee Amendment "B" (S-253) 

The amendment, which is a minority report of the committee, replaces the bill with a resolve. It requires the Maine 

Land Use Regulation Commission to reexamine its decision to deny the application by Maine Mountain Power, LLC 

for Zoning Petition 702. The commission must reexamine the decision as soon as possible and may not take into 

account the scenic character of the area for this particular project. 
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Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government 

An Act To Abolish the Fund for the Efficient Delivery of Local and 

Regional Services 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HAYES ONTP 

This bill abolishes the Fund for the Efficient Delivery of Local and Regional Services. Money that otherwise would 
have been deposited in this fund will be distributed pursuant to the laws governing state-municipal revenue sharing. 

LD762 Resolve, To Increase Reporting Transparency in State Government 

Sponsor(s) 

RUSSELL 
BRYANTB 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill requires that, when state agencies provide to Legislators documents that contain complex calculations, they 

must provide them in Microsoft Excel format or a compatible format according to specific requirements. 

LD763 An Act To Clarify the Warrant Article Petition Process 

Sponsor(s) 

WILLETTE 
JACKSON 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill clarifies that municipal officers may reasonably refuse to advance a petitioned article to the 1nunicipa1 

legislative body if the municipal legislative body is not authorized pursuant to federal or state law or municipal 

charter to act on the article. 

LD 785 An Act To Use All Available Technologies To Provide Efficiencies in 

State Facilities 

Sponsor(s) 

PRESCOTT 
HOBBINS 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill mandates the use of all energy-saving features that are currently installed or available in facilities owned by 
the State. It does not require the installation of energy-saving devices. The Department of Administrative and 

Financial Services, Bureau of General Services shall adopt routine technical rules to implement and enforce the 

mandated use of energy-saving features. 
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LD 786 An Act To Require That Minutes Be Kept of Municipal Meetings ACCEPTED ONTP 

REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

MILLER 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

This bill requires municipalities to keep minutes of municipal meetings. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-138) 

Amendments Adopted 

This amendment, which is the minority report of the committee, requires minutes ofa municipal meeting to be kept 

unless a majority of the municipal legislative body determines that it is unnecessary by a show of hands at the 

beginning of the meeting. It also adds a mandate preamble. 

LD 838 RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine 

To Elect 2 Senators from Each County and To Increase the Senate 

Term from 2 to 4 Years 

ACCEPTED ONTP 

REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

JOY 

SHERMAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM A 
ONTP B 

Amendments Adopted 

Th.is bill is a resolution proposing to amend the Constitution of Maine to reduce the size of the Senate from no more 

than 35 members to 32 members and increase the Senate term from 2 years to 4 years. The resolution also requires 
the redrawing of district lines to occur during the regularly scheduled redistricting following the decennial census. 

The redistricting will be done in 2013. 

Committee Amendment "A11 (H-77) 

This amendment clarifies that the increase in the length of a Senate term would take place in 20 I 0 and the reduction 
in the size of Senate as a result of reapportioning to 2 Senators per county would take place in 2014 if the proposal 

in the constitutional referendum is approved. 

LD 890 Resolve, Directing the Department of Administrative and Financial 

Services To Develop a Proposed State Policy for the Use of State 

Property by the Private Sector 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SMITHD ONTP 

This bill directs the Department of Administrative and Financial Services to develop a proposed state policy for the 
use of state property by the private sector and to submit its proposed policy to the Joint Standing Committee on State 
and Local Government no later than December 3, 2009. 
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LD905 Resolve, Regarding the Sale of Certain Real Property in the City of 

Hallowell 

RESOLVE 102 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

TREAT OTP-AM H-358 

This bill requires the Depruiment of Administrative and Financial Services to meet and consult with the City of 

Hallowell prior to selling the property known as the Stevens/Reed Campus in Hallowell. The department shall also 

schedule a public hearing to discuss the use of the property and whether the use is consistent with the City of 

Hallowell's comprehensive plan and open space plan. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-358) 

The amendment replaces the resolve. It requires the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, prior to 

sale or transfer of any property in the City of Hallowell authorized for sale by Resolve 2003, chapter 92, to reserve a 

parcel agreed to by the State and the City of Hallowell for municipal use, reserve a portion of the property for use by 

School Administrative District 16 or its successor, reserve a portion for open space, condition sale of certain 

buildings on preservation and rehabilitation according to the Maine Historic Preservation Commission and establish 

a stakeholder group prior to any transfer of the site. The Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services 

shall provide a report to the Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government on efforts toward sale or 

transfer by February 1, 2010. The amendment also removes the emergency preamble and clause. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter} 02 requires the Department of AdmJnistrative an cl }'inancia!Servlces,. prior to sale. or. .··· .. 
tran~fer of any prope1-ty inth!:City ~fHallowellauthorizec! for sal~ by ;Resolve 2003;chapter 921.to reserve a parcel·. 

agreed to by the. State and the City .of Hallowell for municipal use, reserve a portion of the pn>perty for use by 

School A:dmiri~trative Distri.ct 16: or its s~cc~ss?r, res.erve .. a portion f9r __ 9p.~n .sp~~e{:conditi?n·s~ale o.f_certain 
buildings on preservation and reh~bilitation according to t~e Maine Histqric Preseryation·Co!Tiillissiori an.ct establish 

a stakeholder gro~p prior.to .. '!fly transfer of the .site. The Commission~" ofA~~Ulistrative and Financial Servi~es · 
shaU provide a repmt!O the Joint.Standing Committee on State and Local Government on efforts toward sale or 

transf.,rby February 1, 2010. 

LD918 An Act To Amend the Informed Growth Act To Provide a Local 

Management Option 

Sponsor(s) 

BERRY 

BARTLETT 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill exempts a municipality from the Informed Growth Act if the municipality adopts an ordinance that 

determines the impact of a large-scale retail development on the surrounding community and requires an 

independent study by a qualified preparer. It also exempts a municipality that has adopted an ordinance prior to 

January I, 2009 for determining the economic and community impacts ofa large-scale retail development. 
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LD 1019 An Act To Strengthen the Informed Growth Act 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

NUTTINGJ ONTP 

This bill requires the comprehensive economic impact study under the Informed Growth Act for a large-scale retail 

development proposal of over 150,000 square feet of gross floor area to provide information concerning the average 

number of part-time and full-time employees of the prospective tenant who are covered by the prospective tenant1s 

health insurance policy. 

LD 1022 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing the Legislative Youth Advisory 
Council 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PERRY J 

This bill amends the laws governing the Legislative Youth Advisory Council. 

1. It expands the duties of the council to include establishing a communication network with other youth groups in 

the State, facilitating methods ofreceiving input from youth from geographically diverse areas of the State and 

developing criteria to be considered when recommending future members for appointment. 

2. It directs the appointing authorities to give special consideration to youth who have already served on the council 

when making appointments and directs the appointing authorities to fill vacancies as soon as practicable. 

3. It directs the council to include in its rules of procedure an attendance policy that authorizes revocation of 

membership for lack of attendance. 

This bill was canied over to any special or regular session of the 124th Legislature by joint order, House Paper 

1053. 

ONTP 

Carried Over 

LD 1028 An Act To Enhance Municipal Home Rule Statutes ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

CASAVANT 

JACKSON 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill allows a municipality to adopt an ordinance that denies corporations constitutional rights. It would allow a 

municipality to adopt an ordinance that states that a corporation may not be recognized as a person. 
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Committee Amendment "A" (H-298) 

This amendment, which is the minority report of the committee, clarifies that a municipality may adopt or enforce an 

ordinance that provides that a corporation or other business entity may not be afforded any constitutional rights, 

privileges, powers or protections that would enable the corporation or other business entity to avoid the enforcement 

of an ordinance or challenge an ordinance. 

LD 1029 An Act To Authorize Municipalities To Protect the Habitability of 
Rental Housing during Heating Fuel Emergencies 

Sponsor(s) 

CASAVANT 

SULLIVAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-76 

This bill authorizes municipalities to provide for the delivery of heating fuel to rental housing units that are facing an 

imminent threat of becoming uninhabitable because of a lack of heating fuel. It establishes a set of procedures the 

municipality must follow before providing for the delivery of heating fuel that are designed to allow the landlord to 

avert municipal delivery of heating fuel by providing for the necessary delivery of heating fuel. The bill also 

provides for a municipal lien on the rental property in order to recover the direct and administrative costs associated 

with providing for the heating fuel. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-76) 

This amendment removes the emergency preamble and the emergency clause from the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

tublic Law 2009, chapter135auth<lrizes mmrlcipalities to provide for the delivery of heating fuel to rental housing 

units that are fa~ing an il1llllinenttbreat o~becom,ing uninhabitable bec~use ofa lack of heating fueL Itestablishes a 

~et of procedures t~e municipality must follow before providing for the delivery of heating .fuel that are designed to 

allow the landlord. to av~rt municipal delivery of heating fuel by pr()viding for the necessary delivery of heating fuel. 

It also pj"Ovides for a municipal lie~ on the rental property in order to recover the. di.rectand.adminisjrative costs 
associated with .providing for the heatlng fuel. . . . . 

LD 1064 An Act To Increase Efficiency through Regionalization 

Sponsor(s) Committee Repoti Amendments Adopted 

BARTLETT ONTP 

This bill allows appropriations of municipalities to be exempt from the property tax levy and appropriations of 

counties to be exempt from the county assessment limit if the appropriations are to study, initiate or consolidate a 

regional service for up to 10 years if the Department of Administrative and Financial Services determines that the 

services are needed and will be more efficient than present services, will save taxpayers money and will be paid for 

through the savings of consolidation or fees for the service. 
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Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government 

Resolve, To Transfer Ownership of the Reed Center on the Stevens 
Campus in the City of Hallowell to School Administrative District No. 
16 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

GOODALL ONTP 

This bill allows the Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services to sell the property known as the Reed 

Center on the Stevens Campus located in the City of Hallowell to School Administrative District No. 16 or its 

successor for one dollar. 

LD 1100 An Act To Preserve Government Documents 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ALFOND OTP-AM S-207 

This bill transfers jurisdiction of campaign finance reports for a candidate for municipal office of a town or city with 

a population of 15,000 or more from municipal clerks to the Com1nission on Governmental Ethics and Election 
Practices. Such municipal candidates will be required to follow the same procedures and guidelines as candidates 

for state or county office. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-207) 

This amendment replaces the bill. It transfers jurisdiction of campaign finance reports for a candidate for municipal 

office, as well as municipal referenda, of a town or city with a population of 15,000 or more from municipal clerks 

to the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices. The transfer affects towns and cities with 

populations ofless than 15,000 that choose to be governed by the campaign finance reporting provisions of the 

Maine Revised Statutes, Title 21-A to retain campaign finance reports for 8 years. Municipal candidates and 

political action and ballot question committees will begin reporting to the commission beginning with the elections 

to take place in November 2011. The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pub\i~ Law2009, chapter 366transfers jurisdiction rif Cfilllpaigll finance reports for a candid~te for mlilliclpal office 

of a town or city with a population oflS,000 .or more fron11nunicipal clerks to the Commission. onGovernmental 

Ethics and ElectionPractices; }'he records for Illunicipal refe~enda rep?rts for these cities or towns are also 

tran~ferred, The transf~r ~f jurisdicti~n ajfeds towns and ~ities "'itli populations of I ess than 15,000 that choose to 

pe governed by the campaign finance, reporting provisio~s?fthe Maine Revised Statutes, Title 21-A to retaiJi 

campaign finance reports for 8 years. Municipal candida~<>S imd political action and ballot question committees will 
begin reporting to the commission beginning with the electionsto take place in November 2011. 
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LD 1102 An Act To Establish the Maine Science Advisory Board ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

SMITI!D 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

This bill establishes the Maine Science Advisory Board. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-237) 

Amendments Adopted 

The amendment, which is the minority report of the committee, replaces the bill. It requires the Maine Innovation 

Economy Advisory Board to render scientific assessment on questions of science posed by the Governor or any joint 
standing committee of the Legislature with a question related to proposed legislation rather than establishing the 
Maine Science Advisory Board. The Maine Innovation Economy Advisory Board would review and summarize 

scientific studies related to questions, may include outside experts and must include a public comment period before 
issuing a finding. A member with a conflict of interest in a matter before the advisory board must be recused from 

any discussion of the subject. 

LD 1119 An Act To Clarify the Municipal Jurisdiction of a Portion of Saco Bay 

Sponsor(s) 

HOGAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-375 

S-254 SIMPSON 

This bill extends the municipal boundary between the Town of Old Orchard Beach and the City of Saco by 
extending the current easterly boundary of the Town of Old Orchard Beach to 3 miles seaward. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-375) 

This amendment clarifies that the islands of Bluff and Stratton remain as part of the City of Saco despite being 

within the 3-mile seaward boundary of the Town of Old Orchard Beach. 

Senate Amendment "A" (S-254) 

This amendment requires the Town of Old Orchard Beach to adopt a municipal zoning ordinance relating to marinas 

that is at least as strict as that adopted in the City of Saco at the time of the passage of this legislation before the 
boundary change can go into effect. The amendment also authorizes the City of Saco and the Town of Old Orchard 

Beach to convene a working group to examine regulatory jurisdictions, including zoning, paratneters for future 
development in Saco Bay, uniform environmental regulations for Saco Bay and the feasibility of establishing an 
oversight group made up of residents from communities bordering Saco Bay. The working group is authorized to 

submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Private & Specia] fow 2009, chapter24 extends the municipal boundary between thd' Town 9f Old Orchard Bea.ch 
and the City ofSacoby extending the current easterly boundary of the Town of Qld Orchai:d B.each to 3 miles . 
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seawru-d, except thatthe islands of Bluff and Stratton remain as part of the City of Saco. The change in the 
municipal boundary. may no.I go into effect until.the Town of Old Orchard Beach adopts a municipal :z.Oning 

ordinance relating to marinas that is at least as strict as that adoptedin the City of Saco at the time of the passage of 
this legislation. Th.e Cityqf Saco imd the_ Tow11 of Old Orchard B~ach are authorized to convene a. working group to 
examipe regulatoryj?'isdktions,.including zoning, parameters fo1· future development in Saco Bay, unifo1m 
enviromnentaliegulations for Saco Bay and the feasibilityof establishing an oversight group made up ofresidents 

from communities bordering .Saco Bay. The working group is authorize.d to submit a repmt to the Joint Standing 
Committee on State and Local Govermnent. 

LD 1145 RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine 

To Amend the Time Frame for Towns To Certify Citizen Initiative 

Signatures 

Sponsor(s) 

STRANG BURGESS 

DAVISG 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-176 

This bill is a resolution proposing to amend the Constitution of Maine to increase the amount of time provided to 

officials of cities, towns and plantations to certify that signatures on petitions for a people1s veto and on petitions for 

a direct initiative appear on voting lists for those cities, towns and plantations. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-176) 

The constitutional resolution proposed to amend the Constitution of Maine to increase the amount of time provided 

to officials of cities, towns and plantations to certify that signatures on petitions for a direct initiative or people's 

veto appear on voting lists for those cities, towns and plantations. This amendment removes the increase with 
respect to people's vetoes and clarifies the petition process generally, including clarifying that 11dayn or 11days" means 

any day that is not a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday. It adds 10 days to the period of time before the written 

petitions for a direct initiative are due to the Secretary of State's office so that citizens have the same amount of time 

to co11ect signatures as they do currently. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Constiti.ttional Resolution 2009, chapter l is a resolution to amend the Constitution ofM~ine to increase the 

amount of time ?rovided to oj'ficials of cities, towns .and plantations to certify .that signat11res on petitfonsfor a 

direct initiative appearon voting lists fotthose cities, to'."Ils andplantations. It clarifies that for the petition 

process gen~r~lly, "day" or "days'.' means any day that is not.a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday. The 

resolution add~ 10 days to the period of time before the wdtten petitions for a directinitiativ~ are duetothe 

.S~cretary.<>.f State's office so that citi~ens have the same amount of time t9. collect signatures a;; they do 

curr<0ntly. This resolution.must. be approved by a majority of the legal yotes cast at the statewide election in 
Novembe)"in o.rder for thiS amendment to bec.ome paitofthe Constitution ofMaine. . . . 

LD 1147 Resolve, To Allow the Secretary of State and the InforME Board To 

Facilitate the Payment of Outstanding Parking Tickets When 

Registering a Motor Vehicle 

Sponsor(s) 

HASKELL 

ALFOND 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 
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This bill requires the Secretary of State and the InforME Board to develop a program that would allow a 

municipality to forward infonnation concerning outstanding parking tickets to InforME. The Bureau of Motor 

Vehicles within the Department of the Secretary of State may use that information to advise a person that the person 

1nay pay any outstanding tickets at the time of registration of a motor vehicle. 

LD 1172 An Act To Allow a Municipality To Grant a Variance for the 
Constrnction of a Parking Structure for a Person with a Permanent 
Disability 

Sponsor(s) 

CASAVANT 

ALFOND 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-299 

Current law allows a zoning board of appeals to grant a variance to a person with a disability for the construction of 

equipment or structures necessary for access to or egress from the dwelling. This bill allows a zoning board, if 

allowed by the municipal ordinance establishing the zoning board, to grant a variance for the constiuction of a 

structure for the storage of a motor vehicle owned by a person with a permanent disability and registered in this 

State with disability registration plates. 

Committee Amendment "A'' (H-299) 

This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, removes the provision of the bill that a variance may 

be granted for the construction of a place of storage and parking for a noncommercial vehicle only if the structure is 

attached to a dwelling owned by a person with a permanent disability by a foundation and has load-bearing walls. 

This allows the municipality maximum flexibility when granting a variance for a person with a permanent disability 

to construct a place of storage and parking for a vehicle owned by that person. The structure may be up to two times 

the length and width of the vehicle, rather than one and a halftimes as in the bill. 

Committee Amendment "B" (H-300) 

This amendment, which is the minority report of the committee, requires that the construction of a structure for the 

storage of a motor vehicle owned by a person with a pe1manent disability must be a temporary structure that is 

removed after that pe_rson no longer occupies the dwelling. This amendment was not adopted. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P~blic Law2oo9, chapter 342 allows a zonfug boal'd; if allowed by the municipal ordinance establishingthe Z.Oriing 

bo'ar~~ t:9:_graJ:it-f( ~ilriance forth~ CO~sbuct:i011_of a_Structure for the_ s~O!ag~:-~f-~_motor-vehicle_ 0W_9_ed_by _a pe_rsbn_: 
with. a permanent disabili~ and registered in thisState with disability registration plates; The structur' may be no 

larger than two times.the length and. width of f!te vehicle. 

LD 1212 An Act To Clarify the Role of Public Comment in the Agency 
Decision-making Process 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

PRATT ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill amends the Maine Administrative Procedure Act to require an agency to report the ratio of the persons 

submitting comments in support of and persons in opposition to a proposed rule during the public comment period 
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and also to require that the agency provide an explanation to the Legislative Council as to why the rule needs to be 

adopted as written ifthe proposed rule was opposed by two-thirds of the persons submitting public comments. It 
also requires the Maine Land Use Regulation Commission to provide an explanation for a permitting decision that 
was opposed by two-thirds of the persons submitting comments at a public hearing. 

LD 1220 An Act To Create Incentives for the Consolidation of Municipal 
Services 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MILLSP ONTP 

This bill creates a challenge grant to be awarded by the Department of Administrative and Financial Services from 
the Fund for the Efficient Delivery of Local and Regional Services for the start-up costs and first 3 years of the 

integration of public works services of 3 or more municipalities or 6 years if the municipalities comprise over 60% 
of the population of the county in which the municipalities are located and the county administers the integrated 

services. 

LD 1232 Resolve, Establishing a Committee To Study the Legislative 
Confirmation Process 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

HASKELL ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill establishes a committee to examine the legislative confirmation process with the goal of reporting on the 
best ways to streamline and improve the process. The committee will review the final report of the Committee To 
Develop a Total Quality Management Plan from September 1, 1992 concerning the legislative confirmation process 
that resulted in new legislation concerning the subject and review the reasons given for the need for improving the 

process and what was recommended and what was implemented. The committee will identify the existing issues 
surrounding the nomination and confirmation process, such as time constraints, the number of confinnations 
required, background checks and dealing with negative information and confidentiality, and identify ways to 

improve problems within the process that have been discovered. The com1nittee will report to the Joint Standing 
Committee on State and Local Government in the Second Regular Session with recommendations and suggested 
legislation. The joint standing committee is authorized to report out a bill on this subject. 

LD 1254 An Act To Repeal Inactive Boards and Commissions 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM H-328 

H-331 PERCY 

This bill repeals boards that did not file annual reports in either 2007 or 2008, or that filed a report that indicated 

inactivity for 2007 and 2008. The boards and commissions being repealed are: 
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1. Citizens' Code of Conduct Working Group; 

2. Long-term Care Oversight Committee; 

3. Maine HIV Advisory Committee; 

4. Publicly Supported Private Secondary School Advisory Council; 

5. Tobacco Prevention and Control Advisory Council; 

6. Technology Center Coordinating Board; 

7. Maine Criminal Justice Commission; 

8. Oil Spill Advisory Committee; 

9. River Flow Advisory Commission; 

10. Advisory Board of the Maine Leaming Technology Fnnd; 

11. Aroostook Water and Soil Management Board; 

12. Board of Barbering and Cosmetology; 

13. Education Commission of the States; 

14. Junior Maine Guides and Trip Leaders Curriculum Advisory Board; 

15. Maine Agricultural Bargaining Board; 

16. Maine Biomedical Research Board; 

17. Maine Engineers Recruitment and Retention Advisory Committee; 

18. Maine-Canadian Legislative Advisory Commission; 

19. Marine Recreational Fishing Adviso1y Council; 

20. New England and Eastern Canada Legislative Commission; 

21. Pharmaceutical Cost Management Council; 

22. State Compensation Commission; and 

23. State House and Capitol Park Commission. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-328) 

This amendment re1noves a number of boards and commissions from the list to be repealed in the bill. Those boards 

and commissions are: 

1. Citizens1 Code of Conduct Working Group; 

2. Maine HIV Advisory Committee; 

3. Publicly Supported Private Secondary School Advisory Council; 

4. Tobacco Prevention and Control Advisory Council; 

5. Oil Spill Advisory Committee; 

6. River Flow Advisory Commission; 

7. Advisory Board of the Maine Leaming Technology Fund; 

8. Education Commission of the States; 

9. Maine Agricultural Bargaining Board; 

10. Maine Biomedical Research Board; 

11. Maine-Canadian Legislative Advisory Commission; 

12. New England and Eastern Canada Legislative Commission; 

13. State Compensation Commission; and 

14. State House and Capitol Park Commission. 

The amendment changes the date that the Secretary of State submits the suggested legislation to repeal inactive 

boards and commissions to January 30th from January 15th. It also prohibits the Secretary of State from including 

in that legislation the State Co1npensation Com1nission, Maine-Canadian Legislative Advisory Commission, New 

England and Eastern Canada Legislative Co1nmission, State House and Capitol Park Commission and Maine 

Agricultural Bargaining Board and from requiring annual reports when inactive. These boards and commissions are 

only active periodically for specific purposes. 

The section in the bill repealing the Technology Center Coordinating Board is deleted as the board was eliminated 
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by Public Law 2009, chapter 90, section I. 

The amendment also inserts a new Part B, which establishes the barbering and cosmetology licensing program as a 
regulatory function within the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Office of Licensing and 
Registration because the Board of Barbering and Cos1netology has- been inactive and therefore repealed in the bill. It 
places responsibility for, and authority over, the licensing and enforcement program of the Board of Barbering and 
Cosmetology under the oversight and management of the Director of the Office of Licensing and Registration. 

House Amendment 11 A" (H-331) 

This amendment retains the number of members on the Marine Resources Advisory Council at 16. It replaces the 
representative of the Marine Recreational Fishing Advisory Council, which was repealed in the bill, with a person 
representing recreational saltwater anglers. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public ~aW _2009,-__ chapter 369 .repeals ce_rtain inactive ·boards and commissions. -Those boards and commissions 
being "'pealed are: 

L Long-tenn Care Oversight Committee; . 
2 .. ::-11aili~_ Cnmh1ar~1ustice _commissi01i; 
3. Aroostook Water and SoilManag~ment Board; 
4 .• Bo.ard ofBarbering.and C0sme\ology; 
5. Juni.or Mairn;G~ides an.<! Trip Leaders Curriculum Advisor)' Board; 
6. iyrameEngi~e~~ Recruitment an.d Retenti.on Advisory Committee; 
7: M~ine Recn,atio11al Fishing Ad\'isory Cou,ncil; and 
8 c Pharmaceutical Cost Management C.mmcil .. 

It changes the <late that th~ Secre~of Stat~ s\lJ,mits the suggested legislation to repeal in~ctive .boards and 
c.ommissions to January 30th :(tom January l5th .. H .also prohibits the Secretary. of State from including in that 
legi~ia~ioij--th'.~--~~t~ -'c~filp_e_nsati01l ___ ~_omriliss_io11;: I\f aine~C~lliidi~ll Legish1tivC_ AdviS()ry:_Coitl_mission; Ne_~ E~!:{l~d 
and Eastern Canada Legislative Commissio~~ State House and Capitol Park Commission and Maine Agricultural · 
Bargaining Boaitl and from requiring annual reports.when inactive because they are onlyactive periodically.for 
specificpu!]Joses. · . . . . 

. . 

Tue--_null1:b_er -?_f __ i:n:mhe~s on_ thC Mafi11e.Resdurces Advisoiy C6'1nclr'i-emairurat 16 bY _repl_acin~ tb:e -lllember fforii 
the Marine Recreational Fishing Advisory Council with a person representing recreational saltwater anglers. 

- ~> - -- - -. - -;-- - -: - - - -

It also establishes the barbering a~d cosmetology licensing program as a regula!oryfullction \.Vithin the Department 
of Professional and Financial Reg~lation, Offic~ ofLicensing !llld Registration and the. Board ofBarbering and 
Cosmetology is repeafod. The ~espo~sibility for, and authoritY over, the licensing and enforcement program ofthe 
Board of Barbering and Cosmetologyis placed under the oyersight and management of the Director of the Office of 
Licensing and Registration, 

LD 1270 Resolve, To Realign Maine's Natural Resource Agencies 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PIEH ONTP 

741 

ONTP 



Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government 

This bill directs the commissioners of the Department of Conservation, the Department of Agriculture, Food and 

Rural Resources, the Department of Marine Resources and the Department oflnland Fisheries and Wildlife to 
reconfigure their departments. The four departments are required to report to the Joint Standing Committee on 

Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, the Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources and the Joint Standing 
Committee on Inland Fisheries and Wildlife by December I, 2009 outlining the progress on the reorganization and 

to submit proposed legislation to the Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature by March I, 2010. 

LD 1271 An Act To Generate Savings by Changing Public Notice Requirements 

Sponsor(s) 

HAYES 
SCHNEIDER 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-330 

This bill requires the Secretary of State to maintain a publicly accessible website for the posting of notices of all 
proposed and adopted rules. It also changes the requirements for public notice of proposed rules in the newspaper 

with the intention of 1naking the notices shorter. It removes from the newspaper notice the requirement to refer to 

the statutory or federal authority for the rule and replaces the requirement for the express terms of the proposed rule 

with a general statement on the substance. The notices posted on the publicly accessible website must meet the 

original requirements for the notice. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-330) 

This amendment strikes the section from the bill that would have left the publication of adopted rules to the 
discretion of the agency. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, ~hapter 256 req;;ires the Secreta&of State to ~aintain a publicly acces~ible wehsiteforthe 
posting of notic~s ofall prop~sed an.d adopted rules. It also ch~nges tlie. require~ents for public notice of proposed · 

rules~ the newspaper with tlie inte.ntfonofmaking the notices.shorter. Itremoyes from the newspaper ~oticethe 
requirement to. refer to the statut9ry or federal authority for the rule and replaces the requirement for the express .. 
tenns of the proposed rule with. a general statement on the substance. The notices posted on the publicly accessible 
Website must iri_eet ihe olig_illal-~~-qllirements_ for the nOtice~ 

PUBLIC256 

LD 1312 An Act To Require a State Agency To Reference the Livable Wage in 

Information Published by That Agency 

ACCEPTED ONTP 

REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

STUCKEY 

BRANNIGAN 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill directs any state agency that publishes information that refers to the federal poverty level to also refer to the 
Department of Labor livable wage scale in that publication. It also directs the Maine Council on Poverty and 

Economic Security to assess alternative 1neasurements to the federal poverty level and to make recommendations for 

a state-specific poverty measurement to the Governor and the Legislature in its annual report by February 15, 2010. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-381) 
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This amendment, which is the minority report of the committee, removes from the bill the section directing state 

agencies that publish information that refers to the federal poverty level to also refer to the Department of Labor 

livable wage scale in that publication. 

LD 1313 Resolve, Directing the State Planning Office To Prepare a 

Reorganization Plan 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

JOY OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-329 

This bill directs the Executive Department, State Planning Office to create a plan to reorganize the State Planning 

Office to only provide planning services to state agencies, with the agencies to provide staff support. It also directs 

the State Planning Office to study and recommend legislation to transfer certain other powers and duties of the office 

to other agencies in anticipation of the dissolution. The Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government is 

authorized to submit emergency legislation to the Second Regular Session of the 124th Legislature in anticipation of 

the current organization of the State Planning Office ending on July I, 2010. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-329) 

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve directing the Executive Depart1nent, State Planl!ing Office to 

prepare a proposed reorganization plan that includes the office remaining responsible for the state-owned landfill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 89 directs' tbe Execotive Depaitment, State Planning Office to prepare a proposed 

reorganization .. plan :~ ~h.iCl);the. office is no.m-egulato·ry .. in µ~tllr7; .pe1fonns .. P1.a~g se1:"\li.ces .. for.Clgencies _and_ is the 
age11cy responsible for the ~tate-owned.landfi!L The reportnmstbe ~u\>mitted to th~ Joint Standin~ C()mmittee on 

State and Lo,cal Government by FebruaJyl, 2010. The committeeis authorized to submit legislation related to the 

rep011 t9 the Second Regular _Session oftbe 124th Legislature. 

RESOLVE89 

LD 1400 An Act To Designate July 12th as Wyeth Day PUBLIC 210 

EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) 

KRUGER 

RECTOR 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-251 

This bill establishes July 12th of each year as Wyeth Day, in honor oftbe birthday of Andrew Wyeth, to honor one 

of America's great artists who had long and lasting ties to the State. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-251) 

This amendment changes the allocation in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title I from section 150-C to section 150-D. 

Public Law 2009, chapter 51 established Native American Veterans Day in Title 1, section 150-C. 

Enacted Law Summary 

!'',,l>lic La"' 2009, chapi~~2l9 est~bli~hes Joly 12th ofeacily~aras Wyeth Day, in honorofih~ bnfud~yofAnclrew ·. 
Wyeth, to honor one of Ametjca'sgreat artists who had long andlasting ties to tb.e Stllte.; . 
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Public Law 2009, chapter210 was enacted as ail emergency measure effective May 26, 2009. 

LD 1410 An Act To Restore the Historical Town Boundary between Harpswell 
and Brunswick 

DIED ON 
ADJOURNMENT 

Sponsor(s) 

PERCY 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill restores the historical boundary line between the Town of Harpswell and the Town of Brunswick. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-417) 

This amendment, which is the minority report of the committee, replaces the bill. It requires the Town of Harpswell 

and the Town of Brunswick to hold at least 4 meetings before January 15, 2010 to discuss issues related to the town 

boundary, including marine resources management. The 2 towns must report their findings, including points of 

agreement and disagreement, to the Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government by January 30, 2010. 

The Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government has the authority to report out a bill to the Second 

Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. It also adds a mandate preamble. 

LD 1424 RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine 
To Establish a Unicameral Legislature 

DIED BETWEEN 
HOUSES 

Sponsor(s) 

VALENTINO 

JACKSON 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill is a resolution proposing to amend the Constitution of Maine to abolish the Senate and the House of 

Representatives and to replace them with a unicameral Legislature made up of 105 members who will be referred to 

as Senators. This reduction requires a reapportionment plan by the Legislature that convenes in December 2012 so 

that the Legislature elected in November 2014 is unicameral. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~471) 

This amendment, which is the minority report of the committee, changes the number of members of a unicameral 

Legislature from 105 members to 151 members. 

LD 1425 An Act Regarding Payment to Municipal and Quasi-municipal Entities 
for Emergency Response to Hazardous Materials Incidents 

Sponsor(s) 

TIIIBODEAU 

JACKSON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 
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This bill provides that the owner or Jessee of property to which 1nunicipal or quasi-municipal emergency services are 
dispatched in response to a hazardous materials incident is liable to the municipality or quasi-municipal entity that 
provides those emergency services for the cost of those emergency services. 

LD 1428 An Act Regarding the Pay of Tribal Representatives 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BLISS OTP-AM S-256 

S-331 DIAMOND 

This bill provides that the Tribal Representatives elected to the House are considered House 1nernbers for 

. compensation and other purposes. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-256) 

PUBLIC 431 
EMERGENCY 

This amendment clarifies that the member of the Penobscot Indian Nation and the member of the Passamaquoddy 
Indian Tribe elected to represent their tribes at the Legislature are entitled to receive the same salary and 
cost-of-living adjustments as members of the House of Representatives. The amendment also adds an appropriations 
and allocations section. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-331) 

This amendment removes the appropriations and allocations section. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public i~w 2oo9:-~hapter 43i clarifies thllhhe member of the Penobscotindian Nation and the. memberof the • · --· - - -- - -

Passama.~uoddy Jµ<lianTribe elect~dto represent their tribes at the Legislature are ~ntitled torecei.ve the same salaty 
.and cost,qf-liviµgadjustments as ¢embers of the House of Representatives. . 

Public Laiv2009, chapter 431 was enacted as an emergency mdasure effective Juri()17,2009. 

LD 1453 An Act To Reform Natural Resources Agencies and Establish the 
Department of Natural Resources 

Sponsor(s) 

GERZOFSKY 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

This bill sets up a process to reorganize the current Department of Agticulture, Food and Rural Resources, 
Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, Department of Conservation and Department of Marine Resources into 

one Department of Natural Resources, effective July 1, 2009. The Department of Natural Resources is established 
to improve agriculture and strengthen rural life; enhance inland fisheries and wildlife resources; enhance the land 

resources of the State, including through coordinated planning for the future allocation of lands for recreational, 
forest production, mining and other public and private uses; and conserve and develop marine and estuarine 
resources, including for coastal fishing industries. The department must include administration of resource 

development and promotion, resource management and operations and customer service. The bill authorizes the 
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appointment of an acting Commissioner of Natural Resources and directs the acting commissioner to develop a plan 

for the organization of the new department and imple1nenting .legislation. The acting commissioner is also directed 

as part of the reorganization to implement recommendations 1 to 8 of the 2008 report of the Natural Resource 

Agency Task Force appointed by the Governor to implement Public Law 2007, chapter 539, Part YY, section 2. 

The acting Commissioner of Natural Resources shall report implementing legislation for the reorganization to the 

Legislature by January I, 2010. Savings from the reorganization must be reinvested in the Department of Natural 

Resources. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-212) 

This amendment, which is the minority report of the committee, replaces the bill with a resolve. It requires the 

commissioners of the 4 natural resources departments to develop a repo1t that will implement the 8 consensus 

recommendations of the Govemor1s natural resources agency task force. The report is due to the Joint Standing 

Coni.mittee on State and Local Government by January 15, 2010, and the committee has the authority to submit 

legislation to the Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. 

LD 1480 Resolve, Regarding the Maine State Cultural Building in Augusta 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This bill amends Resolve 2007, chapter 151, which directed the Director of the Bureau of General Services within 

the Department of Administrative and Financial Services to provide a report on the status and future of the Maine 

State Cultural Building in Augusta and authorized the Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government to 

submit legislation to the First Regular Session of the 124th Legislature. This resolve authorizes the joint standing 

committee to also submit legislation to the Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

RESOLVE91 

Resolve. 2009, chaptei-9i .alllends Resolve-2007: ~hapter-i-51,-whlchdh:Octed-theDirectoJ.ofthe Bureau of General .. ------

s.ervic:e8: withfri__ the n'epartnient of Adininistrative·.and FinanCi_al se,rViCeS to provid~-:-~- repo~- -~~ t~_e ~Sf3!us_ ·a:nd ftit~re 
ofthe Maine State. Cultural 13uilding in Augusta and authorized the Joint Standing ColllJ11ittee on State and Local 

Govenun.ent to submitJegislation to the FirstRegular Session of the 124!h Legislature. This resolve authorizes the 

joint standing committee to also. submit legislationto the Second Regular Sessionofthe}~4th Legisla1uJ'e._. 
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LD35 

Joint Standing Committee on Taxation 

Resolve, Directing the State Tax Assessor To Work with Local Law 

Enforcement Agencies To Im prove Tax Collection and Enforcement 

along the Border of the State 

Sponsor(s) 

WHEELER 
BOWMAN 

Committee Report 

01P-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-73 

This bill requires municipalities to enforce the excise tax laws against residents of the municipalities that register 

their motor vehicles, aircraft or watercraft outside of the State to avoid the State1s excise tax. 

Committee Amendment 11A11 (H-73) 

This amendment directs the State Tax Assessor to work with municipal and county officials and law enforcement 

agencies close to the New Hampshire border to identify residents of the State who register vehicles, aircraft or 

watercraft in another state to avoid paying excise taxes in the State and otherwise avoid state income and sales tax 

and report activities pursuant to the resolve to the Joint Standing Committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction 

over taxation matters by January 15, 2011. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Res6iye, 20.09, chapter 27directstheState Tax Assessor to workwitlt~unicipal and county offici~ls and laW 
enforcement age11cies close t9 the l'-!ew Hampshire border to identify residents of the State who.registe~ vehicles, . 
filrcraft :orwatercraft:in an_othel' st~t~ to _ayoid-paying excise ta.Ne~ in_the-S_tate-~d otherwise avoid state ID~ollle-.and 
sales tax and report activities pursuant to the resolve to the Joint Standing Coll1Illittee of the Legislature having 

jurisdiction 9ver taxatism1llatters by. January 15, 2011. 

LD 51 An Act To Allow Military Personnel Living in Maine To Benefit under 

the Maine Resident Homestead Property Tax Exemption 

Sponsor(s) 

MAZUREK 

RECTOR 

Committee Report 

01P-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-6 

S-342 DIAMOND 

This bill allows a member of the United States Armed Forces who is permanently stationed in Maine but who is not 

a legal resident of Maine to apply for and obtain the $13,000 homestead property tax exemption that is cuTI"ently 
only available to a permanent resident of Maine. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-6) 

This amendment requires a member of the Armed Forces who is permanently stationed in Maine to provide 

certification from the commander of the member1s post, station or base that the member is permanently stationed at 

that location and provides that members of the National Guard or the Reserves of the United States Anned Forces 
are not eligible under this provision. 

Senate Amendment "A" (S-342) 

This amendment adds a mandate preamble to the bill. 
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Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter .418 allows a member of the United StatesAnned Forces who is permanently 

stationed in Maine .butwho is nota legal.resident of Maine to apply for and obtain the $13,000 homestead 

property tax exemption that is currently only available to a permanent resident ofMaine. 

Public Law 2009, chapter 418 was enacted as an emergency measure effective June 17, 2009. 

LD57 An Act To Exempt Small Privately Owned Windmills from the Property 

Tax 

Sponsor(s) 

FLOOD 
DIAMOND 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill provides a property tax exemption for a windmill or wind turbine with a peak generating capacity of no 

more than 50 kilowatts that is 50 feet or less in height as long as the generated energy is used solely by the owner of 
the property on which the windmill or wind turbine is located. The exemption is limited to 10 years. 

LD71 An Act To Raise the Property Tax Exemption for Veterans 

Sponsor(s) 

NASSJ 
NUTTINGJ 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

H-424 

This bill increases the property tax exemption for post-World War I veterans and their eligible survivors from $6,000 
to $7,000 to match the exemption given to veterans of World War I and earlier wars. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~424) 

This amendment, which replaces the bill, provides for an annual 5% increase in the amount of the cu1Tent $6,000 

property tax exemption for veterans. 

This bill, as amended, was removed from the Special Appropriations Table, recommitted to the Joint Standing 
Committee on Taxation and can·ied over to any special or regular session of the 124th Legislature by joint order, 

H.P. 1053. 

LD72 An Act Regarding the Tax on Fuel Used for Commercial Agriculture, 

Fishing and Forestry 

Sponsor(s) 

EDGECOMB 
JACKSON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 
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This bill allows a person who purchases and uses internal combustion fuel for commercial fishing, forestry or 

agriculture purposes to apply for a refund of the excise tax paid, less 5¢ per gallon and exempts such fuel from 

the use tax. 

LD86 An Act To Conform the Maine Tax Laws for 2008 to the United States 

Internal Revenue Code 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PERRYJ 01P-AM 

This bill updates references to the United States Internal Revenue Code contained in the Maine Revised 

Statutes, Title 36 to the United States Internal Revenue Code as amended through December 31, 2008, for tax 

years beginning on or after January I, 2008 and for any prior years as specifically provided by the United States 

Internal Revenue Code with the exception of the new additional federal standard deduction for proper(y taxes 

paid by individual taxpayers who elect not to itemize deductions. 

The substance of this bill, adjusted to reflect changes in the United States Internal Revenue Code due to the 

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 is included in Part BBBB of the biennial budget, P.L. 2009, 

chapter 213. 

LD 87 An Act To Allow the Same Homestead and Veterans' Exemptions to a 

Person Who Has a Life Lease as Are Allowed to Those Who Have a Life 

Estate 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

JACKSON ONTP 

This bill extends homestead and veterans' property tax exemptions to persons who occupy their property under a life 

lease. 

LD90 Resolve, Authorizing the State Tax Assessor To Convey the Interest of 

the State in Certain Real Estate in the Unorganized Territory 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PERRYJ 01P-AM S-4 

This resolve authorizes the State Tax Assessor to convey the interest of the State in several parcels of real estate in 
the Unorganized Territory acquired for nonpayment of property taxes. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S~4) 

This amendment incorporates a fiscal note. 
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Enacted Law Summary 

Resolye 2009, chapter 7 authorizes the State .Tax Assessor to convey the iuterest of the State in seve.ral parcels 'of 
real estate in the Unorganized Territory acquired for nonpay.ment of property taxes. 

LD 109 An Act To Exempt Residential Electricity from Sales Tax 

Sponsor(s) 

DAVIS P 

TRAHAN 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill exempts from sales tax the sale and delivery of all residential electricity exceeding the current exemption of 
750 kilowatt-hours per month. 

LD 166 An Act To Exempt Persons 65 Years of Age or Older with Income below 

the Poverty Line from Property Taxes on Their Homes 

Sponsor(s) 

BEAUDOIN 
CRAVEN 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill provides a property tax exemption for the homestead of a person who is 65 years of age or older and whose 

annual income is below poverty thresholds as long as the person occupies that home at least 8 months each year. 
This bill requires the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue Services to adopt 
major substantive rules to administer the program. 

LD 167 An Act To Provide a Sales Tax Exemption for Used Goods Sold To 

Benefit Food Pantries 

Sponsor(s) 

SCHATZ 
DAMON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill provides a sales tax exemption for sales of used goods by a nonprofit organization when the profits from 
those sales benefit a food pantry. 

LD 195 An Act To Base the Excise Tax on Vehicles on a Percentage of the 

Manufacturer's Suggested Retail Price 

Sponsor(s) 

KNIGHT 
SMITHD 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 
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This bill requires the motor vehicle excise tax to be based on 90o/o of the manufacturer's suggested retail price for the 
motor vehicle, regardless of the amount actually paid for the 1notor vehicle. 

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. 

LD 196 An Act To Exempt Military Pensions from Income Tax 

Sponsor(s) 

KNIGHT 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

DIED BETWEEN 
HOUSES 

'fhis bill exempts from the state income tax all military pension and survivors' benefits for militaty personnel 

received as a result of service in the active or reserve components of the A1TI1y, Navy, Air Force, Marines or Coast 
Guard. 

LD 197 An Act To Provide Tax Relief to Workers Who Lose Their Jobs Due to 
Business Closure 

Sponsor(s) 

KNIGHT 
PERRYJ 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-118 

This bill exempts from income tax severance payments that are required under Maine law if those benefits are 
received fro1n a commercial or industrial establishment located in the State that employs or has employed at any 

time in the preceding 12-month period 100 or more persons and terminates operations in the State. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-118) 

DIED ON 
ADJOURNMENT 

This amendment clarifies that the proposed income tax deduction for severance pay applies to mandatory severance 
pay received under the labor laws beginning January I, 2008 and limits the income tax deduction to 4 years. It is the 
intent of this amendment that its cost be covered by federal stimulus funds. 

LD 197 was placed on the Special Appropriations Table and died on adjournment. 

LD 198 An Act To Recouple Maine Estate Tax with the Federal Estate Tax 

Sponsor(s) 

KNIGHT 
MCCORMICK 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

This bill amends the Maine estate tax to conform to the federal estate tax for the estates of decedents dying on or 

after January I, 2009. 
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LD212 

Joint Standing Committee on Taxation 

Resolve, To Study aud Develop a Tax Increment Financing Program To 
Fund the Washington County Development Authority 

Sponsor(s) 

PERRY A 

RAYE 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This resolve requires the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue Services to 

conduct a study to develop a tax increment financing proposal that will support the Washington County 

Development Authority1s economic development programs and to report its findings, along with proposed 

legislation, to the Legislature and the Joint Standing Committee on Taxation by February 1, 2010. 

LD218 An Act To Ex em pt the United States Flag from Sales Tax 

Sponsor(s) 

SHAW 

BRYANTB 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill exempts the sale of the United States flag from sales tax. 

LD 224 An Act To Exempt Certain Senior Residents from the Income Tax 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BOWMAN ONTP 

This bill exempts from Maine income tax, including the alternative minimum tax, an individual who is a 

resident of Maine and at least 75 years of age and whose taxable income is less than $30,000. 

LD237 An Act To Impose an Excise Tax on the Extraction of Water for 
Bottling 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HINCK ONTP 

This bill creates an excise tax of one cent per gallon on the extraction of groundwater or surface water from springs 

or other underground sources by a bottled water operator who extracted more than 1,000,000 gallons in the previous 

calendar year if the water will be packaged for sale in containers of5 gallons or less. The revenue from the tax is 

applied 25o/o to watershed and water quality protection, 50% to tax relief for Maine residents and 25% to the 
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municipality where the water was extracted in recognition that persons extracting large amounts of groundwater in 

Maine for sale benefit from the state and local groundwater protection activities. 

LD265 An Act To Provide a Sales Tax Exemption to Certain Organizations 

That Provide Assistance to Members of the Military 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

GOODALL ONTP 

This bill provides an exemption from Maine sales tax to incorporated, nonprofit organizations that provide 

assistance to members of the military and their families. 

LD277 An Act To Clarify the lncome-prodncing Requirement for Land in the 

Farm and Open Space Tax Program 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

GOOLEY OTP-AM S-89 

This bill eliminates the farm income requirement for eligibility for current use valuation of land under the farm 
and open space tax law. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-89) 

This amendment provides that fann income amounts used to demonstrate eligibility under the farm and open space 
tax laws must be from the sale of agricultural products as defined in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 7, section 152. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public La';•2009~oh~pt~;;r:l4ptovides that farm incom~;~ouP:i~~edto de1:nonstrate eligibilitJ un<l~;:'!ii~fan;;-;..;;J 
o~en space tax laws. must be.:trom the sal.e of ~gricultural products as defmecj in the M~ine Revised, Statutes, Title 7, 
·section 152. 

LD313 An Act To Add a Fuel Oil Benefit to the Circuitbreaker Program 

Sponsor(s) 

TUTTLE 
BARTLETT 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill provides relief to homeowners and renters for the cost of petroleum-based heating fuel by adding 50% of 
those costs to the base used to calculate benefits under the Maine Residents Property Tax Program, also known as 
the Circuitbreaker Program. Under this bill benefits are made available to persons whose property taxes and heating 
costs exceed 4% of their income. Income eligibility levels and benefit maximu1ns are not changed. 
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An Act To Amend the Penalty for Withdrawal of Land from the Maine 

Tree Growth Tax Law Program 

Sponsor(s) 

WEAVER 
BOWMAN 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill specifies that the penalty imposed on land that is withdrawn from taxation under the Maine Tree Growth 
Tax Law may not exceed the amount of actual taxes that would have been due on the land had it not been taxed 

under the Maine Tree Growth Tax Law, plus any applicable interest. 

LD342 An Act To Ex em pt Annuities from Taxation 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

NASSR ONTP 

This bill excludes annuity considerations from the tax imposed on insurance premiums beginning October 1, 2009. 

ONTP 

ONTP 

LD349 An Act To Authorize Arbitration of Property Tax Valuation Disputes ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

SMITHD 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill allows a property owner to submit the decision of a municipal board of assessment review to binding 

arbitration and specifies the procedure for selecting a neutral arbitrator and participating in binding arbitration. A 

decision to submit to binding arbitration stays a municipality1s appeal to the Superior Court. 

LD360 An Act To Notify a Lienholder before Property Is Withdrawn from 

Assessment under the Maine Tree Growth Tax Law 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SCHNEIDER ONTP 

This bill requires a municipal assessor to provide notice to a 1ienholder on land subject to classification under the 

Maine Tree Growth Tax Law before withdrawing the land from classification for failure to file a statement regarding 

a required forest management plan and allow the lienholder to file the statement if the owner does not. 
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An Act To Require Residents of the Unorganized Territories To Pay 
Excise Taxes To Agents and Not Directly to the Secretary of State 

Sponsor(s) 

MCFADDEN 
SHERMAN 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill repeals the provision of law that allows the State Tax Assessor to appoint the Secretary of State as an agent 

for the purpose of collecting excise tax for the unorganized tenitories. 

LD381 An Act To Base the Motor Vehicle Excis~ Tax on the Documented 
Actual Sale Price Rather than on the Maker's List Price 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MACDONALD ONTP 

This bill requires that the excise tax for all 1notor vehicles and campers be based upon the purchase price of the 

vehicle rather than the maker1s list price. 

LD404 An Act To Promote Property Tax Relief for Maine's Senior Citizens 

Sponsor(s) 

SHAW 
DIAMOND 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill provides that income eligibility for benefits under the Circuitbreaker Program for households in which all 
members are 65 years of age or older must be deter~ined using federal adjusted gross income rather than the current 

definition of income that will continue to apply to other households. 

LD 406 An Act To Allow a Retailer To Offer To Pay Sales Tax on Items and 
Services Sold by That Retailer 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

COURTNEY ONTP 

This bill repeals the law that prohibits a retailer from advertising or offering to pay or refund to a consumer the tax 

imposed on the sale of goods and services. 
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An Act To Include Commercial Silvicultural Crop Production in the 
Sales Tax Exemption for Certain Products Used in Commercial 
Agricultural Crop Production Activities 

Sponsor(s) 

SAVIELLO 
GOOLEY 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-74 

This bill clarifies that the sales tax exemption for products used in commercial agricultural crop production applies 
to products used in commercial forestry. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-74) 

This amendment changes the application of the sales tax exemption to include all commercial silvicultural crops. 

Enacted Law Summary 

I'ulic L~~ ~hapter 422 clarifies tJiat the sales tax exemption forproductsused in connnercial agricultural crop 
production appliesto products used in commercial. sHyiculture .. 

LD459 An Act To Provide Tax Relief for Maine Residents Deployed for 
Military Service 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PERRYJ ONI'P 

This bill allows a municipality to exempt from the 1notor vehicle excise tax vehicles owned by residents of Maine 
who are deployed for military service, either in the National Guard, the Reserves or the Armed Forces of the United 
States, for a period of more than 30 days. 

LD471 An Act To Encourage Alternative Energy and Promote Maine 
Businesses 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

SULLIVAN ONI'P 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill allows a person who purchases a wood pellet stove in Maine to apply for a refund of the Maine sales tax 

paid on that stove. The bill applies to purchases made on or after July I, 2008. The Department of Administrative 
and Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue Services is required to administer the refund, including providing the 

refund in the form of a voucher that may be used only for the purchase of wood pellets from a person in Maine. 
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LD 490 .An Act To Amend the Laws Regarding Mandatory Electronic Filing of 

Certain Tax Returns 

P&S 12 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ROSENR 01P-AM S-36 

This bill is emergency legislation that suspends implementation by the Department of Administrative and 
Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue Services of any rule expanding electronic filing of certain tax returns 

beginning April 1, 2009. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-36) 

This amendment replaces the bill and requires the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of 

Revenue Services to continue leniency in the granting of waivers from new electronic filing requirements and to 

report on the status of electronic filing and waivers by January 15th annually. The reporting requirement ends 

January 15, 2015. 

Enacted Law Summary 

hivate and Special Lawioo'I; chapter 12 requires the Depal'Ment of Adntlnlsfultive and Financial Services, Bureall' ·· 
,~fReven_ue _S~fvJCes -to __ contitni_e:Jenie_ncy· in' tli~:~anthi_g o_f wa_iver_~_-frqm _11eW_ ele_Ctronic filing_-requi_reme11ts and tO 
repmt on the. status of electronfo.filing and waivers by January 15.th annually. The reporting requirement ends, 
January 15, 2015. · 

Private.and Special Law 2009, chapter 12 is enacted as im e!llergency measure effective April 21;2009. 

LD 493 An Act To Provide Sensible Options for Tax Increment Financing 

Proceeds in Small Towns 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ROSENR ON1P 

This bill clarifies the procedure for municipalities to jointly participate in a tax increment financing district and 
permits municipalities with a population of fewer than 1,500 persons singly or jointly to include certain regional and 
municipal improvements in project costs. 

LD 539 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing the Allowable Uses of Tax 

Increment Financing Funds 

Sponsor(s) Committee Repo1t Amendments Adopted 

CLARKH 
JACKSON 

01P-AM 
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This bill allows for tax increment financing proceeds reserved for use by municipalities to be used for expenses 

relating to recreational trails to enhance recreational oppo1tunities to promote econon1ic growth. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-93) 

This amendment provides that the allowable uses of tax increment financing proceeds for recreational trails may be 

located outside the tax increment financing district as long as they are located within the 1nunicipality. The 

amendment also requires that allowable recreational trails must be determined by the Department of Economic and 

Community Development to have significant potential to promote economic development. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public La"' 2009, chaptef85 allows. for tax increment financing proceeds reserved for use by municipalities to be 

us_ed-for expensesrel:a~_g to.recreational trans tO e$atice_r_~_creatiollRropportunities to promote ec<:uiomi~:gro:Wth~ ~ 
Trails may be locatedputside the tax incr~ment financingdistrict as long as they are located within the municipality. 

Trails must b~ determined bythe Department of Economic and Community Development to have significant 

potential to promote economic development. 

LD 540 An Act To Promote Forest Certification and Long-term Forest 

Management 

DIEDON 
ADJOURNMENT 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

WATSON OTP-AM H-209 

This bill changes the existing income tax credit for owners of forest land who have a management plan prepared by a 

professional forester from a maximum of $200 every 10 years to $400 in any 10-year period and adds forest 

certification and recertification costs as an allowed credit toward the $400 cap. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-209) 

This amendment reorganizes the language of the credit for clarity. 

LD 540 was placed on the Special Appropriations Table and died on adjournment. 

LD545 An Act To Amend the Tax Exemption Regarding Leased Property 

Sponsor(s) 

BLISS 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

S-142 

This bill amends the tax exemption for the property of institutions and organizations to limit the tax exemption for 

leased property used by hospitals, health maintenance organizations or blood banks to personal property only. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-142) 

This amendment delays until 2012 the implementation of the restriction of the property tax exemption for leased 

property used by a hospital, health maintenance organization or blood bank. 
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Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter425 mnends the tax exemptionfor the property of instituti~ns and organizations to limit 

th~ tax ex,mption for leased prope11y nsed by hospitals, health majntenance organizations pr blood banks·to personal 
property only beginnning in.2012: 

LD553 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Abatement of Property Taxes 

Due to Infirmity or Poverty 

Sponsor(s) 

CASAVANT 
SULLIVAN 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill amends the laws governing abatement of property taxes due to infomity or poverty in 3 ways. The bill 

clarifies that a decision regarding an application for a poverty abatement may be deferred until the usual period to 
pay the property taxes has expired and the tax collector takes action to enforce the lien or is within 30 days of taking 
such action. The bill also clarifies that the value of real and personal property owned by the applicant may be 

considered as available to contribute to the public charges as long as use of that pr~perty for that purpose does not 
impair the ability of the applicant to remain in the applicant's residence and provide for the applicant's basic needs. 
The bill also authorizes the municipal officers or the State Tax Assessor to either grant an abatement to an applicant 

detennined eligible for relief or waive the tax lien foreclosure according to the process generally available under 
law, except that under this type of waiver any subsequent enforcement of the tax lien is available only when the 
prope11y is sold or transferred. 

LD 588 An Act To Amend the Excise Tax on Motor Vehicles To Reflect 
Depreciation 

Sponsor(s) 

PILON 
PERRY J 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This bill changes the formula for calculation of the motor vehicle excise tax and provides that the rate of the motor 
vehicle excise tax remains unchanged throughout the life of the vehicle but the base depreciates over the same 6-year 
period from 95% of the maker's list price to 15°/o of the maker1s list price to reflect the depreciating actual value of 
the vehicle. 

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. 

ONTP 

Carried Over 

LD 589 An Act To Encourage the Prodnction of Liquid Biofuels DIED ON 
ADJOURNMENT 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BUTTERFIELD OTP-AM H-119 
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This bill increases the income tax credit for the production ofbiofuels from 5¢ per gallon to 15¢ per gallon, enacts 

an income tax credit equal to 25% of the capital costs of converting an existing wood mass production facility to a 

facility for the production of wood mass-derived biofuel and appropriates $500,000 in fiscal year 2009-10 for the 

Maine Technology Institute to fund research into cost-effective technology to convert forest resources to biofuels. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-119) 

This amendment removes from the bill an appropriation for research into cost-effective technology to convert forest 

resources to biofuels. 

LD 589 was placed on the Special Appropriations Table and died on adjourmnent. 

LD 590 An Act To Establish a Wellness Tax Credit ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

GILES 
MARRA CHE 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill provides an income tax credit to employers of20 or fewer employees for the expense of developing, 

instituting and maintaining wellness progra1ns for their employees in the amount of $100 per employee, up to a 

maximum of$2,000. A wellness program includes programs for behavior modification, such as smoking cessation 

programs, equipping and maintaining an exercise facility and providing incentive awards to employees who exercise 

regularly. The tax credit is paid for with funds from the Fund for a Healthy Maine. 

LD618 An Act To Reduce Income Tax on Capital Gains ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

SMITHD 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill excludes from both the individual and corporate income tax one half of net long-term capital gains. 

LD647 An Act To Provide Tax Relief for Retired Veterans Operating 

Businesses in Maine 

Sponsor(s) 

CORNELL DU HOUX 

PERRY J 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill provides an income tax deduction for 50% of military retirement benefits for a veteran who operates a 

business in the State with at least one employee who is not related to the veteran. 
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An Act To Remove the Sales Tax on Certain Watercraft 

Sponsor(s) 

PILON 

PERRYJ 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

H-398 

This bill amends the sales tax exemption for the sale of watercraft, the sale of materials for watercraft construction 

and the sale of materials for watercraft repair, alteration, refitting, reconstruction, overhaul and restoration if the sale 

is made to a nonresident and the watercraft is intended to be transported outside the State by extending the 

exemption to all persons and without regard to whether the watercraft will remain in the State. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-398) 

This amendment changes the sales tax exemption for watercraft and related materials sold to nonresidents to 

eliminate the requirement that the watercraft be removed from the State immediately upon delivery by the seller. 

This bill was placed on the Special Appropriations Table, recommitted to the Taxation Committee and carried over 

to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. 

LD662 An Act To Phase Out the Distribution of the Disproportionate Tax 
Burden Fund under the State-municipal Revenue Sharing Program 
over a 5-year Period 

Sponsor(s) 

SHAW 

DIAMOND 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. 

This bill proposes to gradually restore over a 5-year period the system of distributing state-municipal revenue 

sharing to the system that was in place prior to 2000 by reestablishing the pre-2000 Local Government Fund system 

as the sole method of distributing state-municipal revenue sharing on and after fiscal year 2014-15. 

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. 

Carried Over 

Carried Over 

LD666 An Act To Clarify When the Rental of a Car ls Ex em pt from Sales and 

Use Tax 

DIED BETWEEN 
HOUSES 

Sponsor(s) 

PERRY J 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill provides that the sales tax exemption for the use of a vehicle provided by a new vehicle dealer to a service 

customer on a short-term basis free of charge pursuant to a warranty applies when the vehicle is provided either by 
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the dealer directly or through a 3rd-paity rental agreement. 

LD670 An Act To Make Health Insurance More Affordable 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

RECTOR ONTP 

This bill provides an income tax deduction for health insurance premiums not otherwise deducted for individual 
taxpayers and their dependents. 

LD 671 An Act To Exempt Clean Fuel Vehicles from Sales Tax 

Sponsor(s) Committee Rep01t Amendments Adopted 

RECTOR ONTP 

This bill exempts from sales tax sales and leases of clean fuel motor vehicles. 

LD 740 An Act To Validate the Property Tax Commitments in the Towns That 

are Members of Commnnity School District No. 9 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SHERMAN OTP 

This bill validates the proper(y tax commitments executed by the 6 municipalities that make up Community School 

District No. 9 in 2008, all of which committed their 2008 taxes late for reasons of financial necessity because the 
budget of the district had yet to be approved by the voters. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Private and Speciai Law 2009, chapter 6 validates the pmp~1-tY t~ commitments executed bytbe 6 mmricipalities 

that ntllke up CmmnunityScbpoLDistrict No.9 in 2008, ;ill of which comiuitted th~ir 2008 taxes late for reasons .of 
financial necessity becaus.e· th_e buaget of the district bady<;t to _be approved by the voters .. 

Privat~ and Special-La}" 2QO~,~~l'ter6 was"n.cted_as aneinergency1~easuree~ecti;eApril 16, 2009. ·. 
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LD743 An Act To Exempt Fuel Used by Commercial Fishing Vessels from the 

Sales Tax 

DIED ON 

ADJOURNMENT 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

RECTOR OTP-AM S-102 

This bill restores a sales tax exemption for diesel engine fuel used by commercial groundfishing boats that expired in 

2008 and also exempts diesel engine fuel used for the purpose of operating or propelling a com1nercial lobstering 

boat. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-102) 

This amendment expands the application of the sales tax refund for depreciable machinery and equipment purchases 

to include fuel used in al1 commercial fishing vessels and provides that the refund applies only to the sales tax on the 

portion of the sales price that exceeds $3 from July I, 2009 to June 30, 2010 and $3.50 thereafter. The amendment 

also requires the State Tax Assessor to report on the number of persons granted refunds and the amount paid and 

changes the effective date of the legislation to July I, 2009. 

LD 743 was placed on the Special Appropriations Table and died on adjournment. 

LD744 An Act To Allow a Tax Credit for Tuition Paid to Private Schools 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SHERMAN ONTP 

This bill provides an income tax credit of up to $2,500 for tuition paid to a private school for a taxpayer or a 

dependent of the taxpayer. 

LD765 An Act To Allow Towns To Establish Their Own Homestead Exemption 

Programs 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CEBRA ONTP 

This bill allows a municipality to adopt a local option homestead property tax exemption program that provides an 

exemption of up to 20% of the just value of the homestead. Eligibility criteria for the local option homestead 

property tax exemption must be the same as for the state homestead property tax exemption program. The benefit 

available under the local homestead exemption is in addition to the benefit available under the state homestead 

exe1nption. 
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An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Income Tax To Allow an 
Age-based Write'off of Capital Losses 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

RECTOR ONTP 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208 that proposes, for Maine income tax purposes, to increase the 
maximum deduction for capital losses based on the individual1s age. 

LD787 An Act To Provide an Additional Source of Revenue for the Tax Relief 
Fnnd for Maine Residents 

Sponsor(s) 

CHASE 
NASSR 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill provides that, beginning in fiscal year 2011-12, I 0% of growth in the sales and use tax and income tax 
would be transferred to the Tax Relief Fund for Maine Residents to be available for tax relief. 

LD788 An Act To Aid Municipalities and the Unorganized Territory in the 
Reduction of Property Taxes 

Sponsor(s) 

CHASE 
NASSR 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This bill provides that, beginning in fiscal year 2010-11, lOo/o of sales tax revenue growth, which is the increase in 
sales tax revenue for that fiscal year over the amount of revenue generated in fiscal year 2010-11, must be returned 
to the municipality or unorganized territory where the growth occurred. The municipality or unorganized territory 

must use the amount received to reduce property tax levies. 

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. 

ONTP 

ONTP 

Carried Over 

LD 799 An Act To Encourage Clean Fuel Vehicle Economic and Infrastructure 
Development by Extending the Tax Credit 

DIED ON 
ADJOURNMENT 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BLISS OTP-AM S-143 
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This bill extends through 2012 the income tax credit for clean fuel vehicle economic and infrastlucture development, 

which expired January 1, 2009. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-143) 

This amendment corrects timing references in the bill and extends the clean fuel vehicle economic and infrastructure 

development credit through 2014. 

LD 799 was placed on the Special Appropriations Table and died on adjournment. 

LDSOS An Act To Capitalize the Municipal Investment Trust Fund with 
Municipal Revenue-sharing Resources 

DIED ON 
ADJOURNMENT 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CRAVEN OTP-AM S-144 

This bill abolishes the Fund for the Efficient Delivery of Local and Regional Services and redirects its funding to the 

Municipal Investment Trust Fund beginning October 1, 2009. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-144) 

This amendment requires a transfer of all but $500,000 in fiscal year 2009-10 and $1,000,000 in fiscal year 2010-11 

from the Municipal Investment Trust Fund to the General Fund. It also adds an appropriations and allocations 

section. 

LD 808 was placed on the Special Appropriations Table and died on adjournment. 

LD 839 An Act To Authorize an Alternative Calculation of the Property Growth 
Factor for Municipalities with Exempt Personal Property 

Sponsor(s) 

GILBERT 

BRYANTB 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This bill authorizes a municipality that has a significant amount of personal prope1iy in its tax base to include the 

value of newly introduced personal property in the calculation of the municipality's property growth factor under the 

property tax limitation system even though that newly introduced personal property may be business equipment that 
is exempt from property taxation. 

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. 
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LD 840 RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine 
To Control Property Tax Increases 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

MCKANE 
NASSR 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MJN 

Amendments Adopted 

This resolution proposes to amend the Constitution of Maine to limit increases in the valuation of property to the 

amount of inflation except that new prope1ty, improvements to property and property that changes ownership must 

be valued at just value in the first year of assessment. 

LD 841 An Act Regarding the State Earned Income Tax Credit 

Sponsor(s) 

STUCKEY 
PERRY J 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill increases the state earned income credit from 5% to 25o/o of the federal credit and provides that the state 

earned income credit is fully refundable. See also LD 1495. 

LD 842 An Act To Exclude Business and Capital Losses from Consideration as 
Income under the Circuitbreaker Program 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

RICHARDSON W ONTP 

This bill amends the definition of 11income11 under the Circuitbreaker Program to remove the requirement that Maine 

adjusted gross income be modified by adding back any capital loss or Joss from a trade or business. 

LD 851 An Act To Exempt Certain Veterans from the Income Tax 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BOWMAN ONTP 

This bill exempts from Maine income tax, including the alternative minimum tax, income earned by an individual 

who is a resident of the State, a veteran and at least 75 years of age and whose income is less than $30,000 a year. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Taxation 

Resolve, To Establish the Commission To Stndy the Reform of Taxes 
and Spending in Maine 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BOWMAN ONTP 

This resolve establishes a study commisSion to review the Brookings Institution report, 11Charting Maine's Future: 

An Action Plan for Promoting Sustainable Prosperity and Quality Places." The commission is directed to report 

with suggested legislation on tax and spending reform for the State, with a focus on efficiency. 

LD872 An Act To Provide a Tax Credit to Certain Heating Fuel Contract 
Consumers 

Sponsor(s) 

STEVENS 
MILLSP 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill allows a person who enters into a contract for the supply of heating fuel at a locked-in price for at least 6 

months but no more than 12 months to obtain an income tax credit for the excess cost of that heating fuel if the 

average actual price of that heating fuel decreases after the parties enter into the contract. 

LD884 An Act To Provide Income Tax Equity for Working Spouses 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SMITHD ONTP 

This bill permits spouses to file separate income tax returns as single individuals rather than being subject to the 

higher marginal tax rates that may apply if they filed jointly. 

LD906 An Act Relating to Sales Tax on Certain Trailers 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

VALENTINO OTP-AM H-262 

This bill removes that partial sales tax exemption for manufactured housing and corrects cross-references. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-262) 
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This amendment removes the length restriction on camper trailers for which a sales tax trade-in credit is allowed. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public r,;;;.,, 2009, c4apter 207 removes the length restriction on camper trailers for which a"sales tax trade' in credit 
~sallowed. 

LD919 An Act To Prevent and Treat Cancer in Maine by Implementing 

Critical Portions of the Comprehensive Cancer Program 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

STRANG BURGESS 
MARRA CHE 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill provides funding for a portion of the cancer prevention and control program plan enacted into law during 

the First Regular Session of the !23rd Legislature by providing an ongoing Other Special Revenue Fnnds allocation 
for a comprehensive cancer screening, detection and prevention program. This bill requires all tobacco products 

other than cigarettes to be taxed at the rate of $1 per ounce to provide the funding and any future tax rate increase to 

be tied to increases in the cigarette tax. 

LD922 RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine 

To Require a Supermajority Approval of the Legislature for Tax 

Increases 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

RECTOR 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This resolution proposes to amend the Constitution of Maine to require a 2/3 vote of both Houses of the Legislature 

to approve an increase in state revenue or a reduction in a tax credit, exemption or refund. 

LD 931 An Act To Expand the Economic Development Benefit of Tax 

Increment Financing in Counties That Include Unorganized Territories 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

RAYE 

This bill allows a development program for a development district or tax increment financing district located within 

the unorganized territory of a county to fund the development activity for that county. 

This bill was caITied over to any special or regular session of the 124th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. 
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LD 950 Resolve, Related to the Maine Estate Tax RESOLVE101 

Sponsor(s) 

CLEARY 

NASSR 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-334 

This bill amends the Maine estate tax to require adjustment of the unified credit for inflation and to require 

discharge of personal liability of a personal representative or other filer within 3 months after the filing of an estate 

tax information return for lien discharge or one year after the filing of an estate tax return unless additional 

information is required. The maximum period before discharge of a filer is 6 months after the filing of an estate tax 

information return for lien discharge and 18 months after filing an estate tax return unless the State Tax Assessor is 

actively contesting the validity of the return filed. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~334) 

This amendment_ replaces the bill with a resolve directing the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, 

Bureau of Revenue Services to make available forms and explanatory materials related to the discharge of personal 

liability of personal representatives under the estate tax and to submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on 

Taxation related to federal discharge of liability requirements and procedures. The resolve also authorizes the 

committee to submit related legislation to the Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

R~solve 2009, chapter .101 directs the D.epartmentofAdministrative and Financial Se~'Vices, Bureau of Revenue 

Services .to m~ke availabl~ forms and. explanatory materialsrelated to the disch~ge ofpersonal liability of personal 

representatiyes under the estate tax and to submit areportto the Joint Standing <:;ommittee?n Taxation related to 

federal dischaJ'fle ofli~bility requirements and. prpc~dures. The resolve also authorizes the .. committee to submit 

r"lat<:d legislation.to.the Second Regular Sessio11qfthe 124!h l,egislature .. 

LD974 An Act To Decrease the Automobile Excise Tax and Promote Energy 
Efficiency 

Sponsor(s) Committee Repo1t Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill is a citizen-initiated bill. The bill decreases the excise tax imposed on motor vehicles for the first year from 

24 mills to 12 mills, for the 2nd year from 17 1/2 mills to 8 mills and for the 3rd year from 13 1/2 mills to 4 mills 

and imposes a 4 mills rate for the 4th and succeeding years. This bill also exempts from the excise tax imposed on 

motor vehicles the first 3 model years of a hybrid gasoline-electric vehicle, a fuel-cell-fueled or hydrogen-fueled 

vehicle or a highly energy efficient vehicle that has a highway fuel economy estimate of at least 40 miles to the 

gallon. After the first 3 years, the rate of excise tax is the same as on other motor vehicles of the same age. 

This bill also exempts from the sales tax 100% of the sale or lease price of a new hybrid gasoline-electric vehicle, a 

fuel-cell-fueled or hydrogen-fueled vehicle or a vehicle with a highway fuel economy estimate of at least 40 miles 

per gallon. 

Pursuant to the Maine Constitution, this bill will be placed on the ballot in November 2009. 
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LD 976 An Act To Provide Tax Relief ACCEPTED ONTP 

REPORT 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

ONfP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill is a citizen-initiated bill that imposes expenditure limitations on state and local government and requires 

voter approval of state tax increases. 

The bill requires majority approval by the voters for the annual indexing for inflation of motor fuel taxes. 

The bill requires counties and municipalities to use a cost center budget summary format developed by the 

Department of Audit and requires information in that fonnat to be made available to local voters, filed annually with 

Maine Revenue Services and posted on any publicly accessible website maintained by the county or municipality as 

well as on the Maine Revenue Services website. 

Pursuant to the Maine Constitution, this measure will be placed on the ballot in November 2009. 

LD 993 An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Commission To 
Study the Protection of Farms and Farmland Pertaining to Taxation 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This bill provides that amounts used to demonstrate eligibility under the farm and open space tax laws must be from 

the sale of agricultural products as defined in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 7, section 152. It also provides for 

towns to be reimbursed 90o/o of the revenue lost for farmland classified under the farm and open space tax laws. 

It also provides a transferable income tax credit for voluntary contributions of farmland for conservation and for 

conservation easements of farmland that qualify as charitable donations under the federal income tax. The credit is 

equal to 15% of the value of the donation up to $250,000 for corporate donors and $100,000 for other donors. The 

credit is refundable up to 20% per year. 

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. 

Carried Over 

LD 1013 An Act To Protect the Environment through Promoting the Use of 
Clean Fuel Vehicles 

ACCEPTED ONTP 

REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

COURTNEY 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill provides an income tax credit for the purchase of a clean fuel vehicle. It provides that the revenue loss 

from the credit will be reimbursed from the Energy and Carbon Savings Trust Fund. 
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LD 1018 An Act To Make the Maine Music Educators Association Tax Exempt 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

NUTTINGJ ONTP 

This bill enacts a sales tax exemption for incorporated nonprofit organizations whose primary purpose is to support 

and expand music education for elementary and secondary school students. 

LD 1033 An Act To Provide a Tax Credit for the Purchase of Small Wind Power 

Generators 

Sponsor(s) 

CHASE 
NASSR 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill provides an income tax credit for the cost of purchasing and installing a small wind power generator 

intended to provide electricity to a household or small business. The credit is a one-time credit of up to $1,500 and 

applies to small wind power generators purchased and installed on or after January 1, 2008; however, the credit may 

not be taken until tax years beginning on or after January 1, 2011. 

ONTP 

ONTP 

LD 1045 An Act To Provide a Sales Tax Refund for Fnel Used in Commercial 

Agricultural Production 

DIED ON 
ADJOURNMENT 

Sponsor(s) 

CRAY 
SHERMAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-247 

This bill permits a purchaser of clear special fuel for off-road use to obtain an annual exemption certificate and pay a 

fee of 1¢ per gallon estimated to be purchased during the year. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-247) 

This amendment removes fuel tax provisions from the bill and includes special fuel under the sales tax refund for 

certain products used in commercial agricultural production and provides that the refund applies only to the sales tax 

on the portion of the sale price that exceeds $3 from July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010 and $3.50 thereafter. The 
amendment also permits a person with a certificate stating that the person is engaged in commercial agricultural 

production to purchase dyed fuel with the sales tax reduced. The amendment also requires the State Tax Assessor to 

report on the number of persons granted refunds and the amount of refunds paid during the previous calendar year. 

LD 1045 was placed on the Special Appropriations Table and died on adjournment. 
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An Act To Exempt Cleaning Prodncts for Milking Machines from the 
Sales Tax 

Sponsor(s) 

CURTIS 

MILLSP 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill extends the exemption from the sales and use tax for products used in animal agriculture to products used to 

clean milking machines. 

LD 1060 RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine 
To Restrict Property Revaluations 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BLISS ONTP 

This resolution proposes to amend the Constitution of Maine to: 

1. Allow for the change in valuation of real property and the buildings on that real property only upon a change in 

ownership, a change in type of land use or the expansion of the land use to increase income; 

2. Limit the change in valuation to the greater of the just value and the appraised just value of the taxable real 

property as may be required by the local tax assessor; 

3. Require the equalized just value ofa municipality to equal 100%; and 

4. Require that the change in value be subject to the real estate transfer tax, which must be paid solely by the seller 

if there is a change in ownership, or by the owner if there is a change or expansion in land use, and require that the 

tax be paid to the municipality and used only for purpose of property tax relief. 

LD 1082 An Act To Create an Income Tax Credit for Certain Renewable Energy 
Systems 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

WAGNERJ ONTP 

This bill provides an income tax credit for installations of qualifying wind and solar energy systems. Installation 

must be certified by the Public Utilities Commission. 
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RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine 
To Cap the Property Tax on the Primary Residence of a Person 65 
Years of Age or Older 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DAVISG ONTP 

This resolution proposes to amend the Constitution of Maine to authorize the Legislature to require property taxes 

on property owned and occupied as a person's primary residence to be capped if that person is at least 65 years of 

age. The tax would be set at the amount assessed on the property on the date by which the person attained 65 years 

of age or purchased the property, whichever is later. Upon transfer of the property to someone other than a family 

member of the owner, the property would assume the just value at the time of transfer. 

LD 1088 An Act To Modernize the Tax Laws and Provide over $50,000,000 to 
Residents of the State in Tax Relief 

Sponsor(s) 

PIOTTI 

PERRYJ 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-530 

H-537 WATSON 

ONTP 

INDEFPP 

This bill reforms the State's tax structure and reduces the burden of taxes on residents of the State. The bill contains 
the following provisions. 
Part A makes fundamental changes to simplify and reduce the burden of the State1s income tax and create an income 
tax that is intended to be more beneficial to investment and economic growth in the State. The current structure of 4 

tax brackets, personal exemptions and deductions is replaced by a flat rate of 6.5% on all taxable income. The 

progressivity of the current income tax is maintained through a household credit that alleviates the impact of the 

6.5o/o rate on low-income and middle-income households. The alte111ative minimum tax on individuals is abolished. 

Part B broadens the sales tax base by including certain services, including certain amusement, entertainment and 

recreation services; installation, repair and maintenance services; personal property services; transportation and 

courier services; and long distance telephone service. Part B also changes the point of imposition of sales tax related 

to leased property from the sale of that property to the leasing business to the lease payments by the consumer. Part 

B also increases the sales tax on prepared food and lodging to 8.5% and the sales tax on rentals of automobiles of 

less than one year to 15%. 

Part C changes the real estate transfer tax by providing that residences with a value greater than $500,000 will be 

taxed at 1% on the value of the residence that exceeds $500,000 with the full increase accruing to the General Fund. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-530) 

This amendment makes changes to Part A of the bill to add income tax credits for charitable contributions exceeding 

$250,000 and an additional credit for persons who are 65 years of age or older. The amendment also adjusts the 

formulas for calculation of the household credit and indexing for inflation of that credit. The amendment also 

requires that the State Tax Assessor report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 

taxation matters by November I, 2011 regarding the impact of the changes in the tax laws contained in the bill and 

authorizes the committee to submit legislation to the Second Regular Session of the !25th Legislature. 

This amendment makes changes to Part B of the bill to claiify the definitions of taxable services and candy. The 
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amendment creates sales tax exemptions for meals served at certain retirement facilities, sales of certain taxable 

services delivered outside the State, sales to affiliates, sales of services by a person that has made less than $5,000 in 

sales of such services during the previous year and certain sales to a business that makes snow for skiing, 

snowmobiling or similar activities. The amendment reduces the sales tax rate for short-term rental of automobiles to 

12.5% and makes changes to the taxation of leases. The atnendment establishes an airport transportation fee of$1 

for each person transported to a commercial airport by taxicab or limousine. The amendment also requires the State 

Tax Assessor to report to and consult with the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 

taxation matters in the preparation of bulletins, taxpayer guidance materials and major substantive rules relating to 

. the implementation of Part B. 

This amendment makes changes in Part C to change the meaning of "residential property." 

This amendment adds Part D, which makes the following changes to the Maine Residents Property Tax Program, or 

Circuitbreaker Program. 
It simplifies the income calculation by excluding from household income the income of dependents and certain 

miscellaneous income. 

It gradually changes the time for filing an application and making payments to coincide with income tax filing 

periods. For application periods beginning on or after August 1, 2010, the benefit will be calculated on the basis of 

tables provided by the State Tax Assessor utilizing the benefit formula in current law. 

Beginning with the 2010 tax year, the Maine individual income tax booklets m·ust contain the Circuitbreaker 

Program application and instructions. 

This amendment adds a Part E to the bill to add an appropriations and allocations section. 

This amendment provides a process, through the senior property tax deferral laws, that pennits a person 70 years of 

age or older to defer property taxes on the person1s homestead if the person1s income does not exceed 300o/o of 

federal poverty guidelines and if the person has occupied the homestead as a primary residence for at least 10 years 

before applying. The State would reimburse municipalities for the deferred taxes and acquire a lien on the property 

to collect what is owed when the property is sold or otherwise transferred. Collections of deferred property taxes are 

used to fund the future operation of the program. 

House Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (H-537) 

This amendment retains the current sales tax treat1nent for leased property located at a manufacturing or fabrication 

facility. 

LD 1088 was recalled from the Governor's desk and indefinitely postponed. See LD 1495. 

LD 1093 An Act Concerning Technical Changes to the Tax Laws 

Sponsor(s) 

WATSON 

PERRYJ 

Committee Report 

01P-AM 

This bill makes the following changes to the laws governing taxation. 

Amendments Adopted 

H-476 

S-315 PERRY J 

S-341 PERRY J 

1. It corrects the source of funding for the Waste Motor Oil Revenue Fund to reflect changes enacted in the First 

Special Session of the !23rd Legislature. 

2. It repeals provisions relating to educational attainment and recruitment tax credits as required by Public Law 

2007, chapter 539, Parts RR and SS, which repealed those credits. 

3. It repeals obsolete requirements relating to distributors of fuels and oils that have not been enforced for many 

years and references to those requirements. 
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4. It clarifies that debts subject to collection by the State Tax Assessor pursuant to statutes outside of the Maine 

Revised Statutes, Title 36 are subject to the administrative provisions of Title 36. The proposed change reflects 

current administrative policy. 

5. It requires the production of books and records pertinent to a criminal investigation of certain tax-related crimes. 

The proposed change reflects current administrative policy. 

6. It adds administration of the bulk motor vehicle oil premium under Title I 0, section I 020 to the list of additional 

duties assigned to the State Tax Assessor. 

7. It amends the levy statutes to reflect changes enacted in the First Regular Session of the !23rd Legislature. 

8. It corrects citations to federal law. 

9. It repeals obsolete transitional provisions in the property tax law. 

10. It corrects internal references and repeals superfluous effective dates. 

11. It corrects spelling and gratnrnatical errors. 

12. It corrects a conflict created by Public Law 2007, chapters 541and693, which affected the same provision of 

law, by incorporating changes made by both laws. 

13. It clarifies that repair parts used in the performance of repair services on telecommunications equipment 

pursuant to an extended service contract are not subject to sales tax. The proposed change reflects current 

administrative policy. It also corrects a conflict created by Public Law 2007, chapters 627 and 693, which affected 

the same provision of law, by incorporating changes made by both laws. 

14. It replaces obsolete terminology. 

15. It eliminates redundant language. 

16. It repeals an unnecessary statute relating to renumbering of sales tax exemptions. 

17. It clarifies a cross-reference. 

18. It relocates an exemption in the service provider tax law from the definitions section to the exemptions section. 

It also corrects a conflict created by Public Law 2007, chapters 539 and 627, which affected the same provision of 

law, by incorporating the changes made by both laws. 

19. It enacts a partial exemption in the service provider tax law for fabrication services for the production of fuel for 

. use at a manufacturing facility. The proposed change reflects CUITent ad1ninistrative policy. 

20. It clarifies the distinction between licensed distributors and registered distributors under the gasoline tax law 

and eliminates sUperfluous and archaic language in gasoline tax law definitions. 

21. It clarifies that the gasoline inventory tax applies to importers and wholesalers. The proposed change reflects 

current administrative policy. 

22. It restores language limiting the scope of the exemption for internal combustion engine fuel used in international 

flights that was inadvertently repealed by legislation enacted in the First Special Session of the !23rd Legislature. 

23. It clarifies that gasoline wholesalers must obtain and display a certificate issued by the State Tax Assessor. The 

proposed change reflects current administrative policy. 

24. It clarifies filing and tax payment requirements pertaining to licensed distributors and wholesalers of gasoline. 

25. It clarifies that persons who become subject to the gasoline tax in special cases are not considered as distributors 

but are subject to tax on the same basis as licensed distributors. 

26. It clarifies the distinction between licensed suppliers and registered suppliers under the special fuel tax law. 

27. It clarifies that only licensed suppliers qualify for a shrinkage allowance under the special fuel tax law. The 

proposed change reflects current administrative policy. 

28. It amends the statute imposing a special fuel inventory tax to reflect changes enacted in the First Special Session 

of the !23rd Legislature. 

29. It clarifies that special fuel wholesalers must obtain and display a certificate issued by the State Tax Assessor. 

The proposed change reflects current administrative policy. 

30. It clarifies filing and tax payment requirements pertaining to licensed suppliers and wholesalers of special fuel. 

31. It clarifies that certain requirements relating to discontinuance of business apply to wholesalers of special fuel. 

The proposed change reflects current administrative policy. 

32. It clarifies eligibility for a credit for tax paid on worthless accounts under the special fuel tax law. The proposed 

changes reflect current administrative policy. 

33. It repeals a superfluous definition in the milk handling fee law. 

34. It clarifies imprecise language regarding the tax imposed on nonresidents and repeals a superfluous effective 
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date. 
35. It repeals an obsolete statute that imposed an income tax surcharge for the 1991and1992 tax years. 

36. It corrects a provision that deals with the annual inflation adjustment to the household income limits in the 

Maine Residents Property Tax Program to correct a cross-reference. 

37. It adds an income tax modification to exclude municipal property tax assistance program benefits under Title 36, 

section 6232, subsection 1-A from taxable income. The proposed change reflects current administrative policy. 

38. It clarifies the computation of Maine taxable income of a nonresident estate or trust. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-476) 

This amendment removes from the bill a provision that requires producing books and records pertinent to a criminal 

investigation of certain tax-related crimes upon demand of the State Tax Assessor. 

Senate Amendment "A" (S-315) 

This amendment provides that the definition of 11pee1 for sales tax purposes has the same meaning as under the 

animal welfare laws and excludes equines. This amendment also clarifies the application of the Maine income tax to 

nonresidents. 

Senate Amendment "B" (S-341) 

This amendment clarifies the factors for determining a business customer for the exemption from the service 

provider tax on interstate or international telecommunications service. 

Enacted Law Summary 

LD 1120 Resolve, Relating To Review of Certain Changes in the Application of 

the Sales and Use Tax Law 

Sponsor(s) 

CHASE 

NASSR 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-528 

This bill requires the State Tax Assessor to report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having 

jurisdiction over taxation matters before implementing any significant change in policy or practice of the Bureau of 

Revenue Services ifthat change will result in additional revenue. The joint standing committee is authorized to 

report out legislation reversing or modifying the change. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-528) 

This amendment changes the bill to a resolve directing the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, 

Bureau of Revenue Services to consult with the Office of the Attorney General before implementing a significant 

change in policy, practice or interpretation of the sales and use tax law that would result in additional revenue to 

determine if the change represents a policy shift that ought to be reviewed by the appropriate legislative committee 

of oversight. 

Enacted Law Summary 

R.esolye 2009, chapt~r 12'rdirect~the Deparlrr!ent of Admillistratlve and Financial Servifb~, Bureau ofR~vellue 
.servi~es to c.onsult with the Office of the Attorney General before implementing a significant change inpolic~, 

pra~tice or interp~etation of the .sales an.d usetax law th~! would resul\ ii\ additionafrevenue to dete1mine lithe 

change represents a policy shift that ought to be reviewed by the appropriate legisl~tiye committee of oversight. 
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An Act To Protect Elderly Residents from Losing Their Homes Due to 

Taxes or Foreclosure 

Sponsor(s) 

CHASE 
NASSR 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This bill provides a Senior Property Tax Deferral Program for persons 65 years of age or older. 

This bill requires 0.5% of the real estate transfer tax paid to the State to be deposited in a fund to be used to fund the 

Senior Property Tax Deferral Program. 

The bill also provides that a lien for unpaid property taxes may not be foreclosed against the homestead of a person 
who is at least 65 years of age and has lived in the homestead for at least I 0 years until the property is transferred by 

deed or upon death. 

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. 

LD 1124 An Act To Provide Legislative Oversight of Changes to Policies and 

Practices of the Bureau of Revenue Services 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PERRYJ ONTP 

This bill requires the State Tax Assessor, prior to implementing any significant change in policy or practice by the 

Bureau of Revenue Services or in interpretation of any law, rule or bulletin, to notify the joint standing committee of 
the Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters and to implement the change through major substantive 

rulemaking, which is subject to review and approval by the Legislature. 

SeeLD 1120. 

LD 1146 An Act To Authorize Municipalities To Impose Service Charges to 

Tax-exempt Property Owned by Certain Organizations Whose Primary 

Activities Are Not Charitable 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CELLI ONTP 

This bill expands the authority of municipalities to impose service charges on certain property tax exempt properties 
including charitable and benevolent institutions, literary and scientific organizations, chambers of commerce, boards 

of trade and property leased by exempt hospitals that do not spend at least 50% of their revenues directly on 

charitable activities. 
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See also LD 1290. 

LD 1148 An Act To Provide a Sales Tax Holiday Pilot Project DIED BETWEEN 

HOUSES 

Sponsor(s) 

STRANG BURGESS 

ROSENR 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-400 

This bill provides an exe1nption from the sales tax for items sold on Columbus Day weekend in October with certain 

exceptions. The bill requires the State Tax Assessor to determine the amount of sales tax unpaid, as well as revenue 

raised from personal and corporate income taxes and other sources as a result of the sales tax holiday weekend. The 

Bureau of Revenue Services and the Maine Merchants Association are required to consult and present 

recommendations to the Joint Standing Com1nittee on Taxation for 2 sales tax holiday weekends for the year 2010 
and beyond. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-400) 

This amendment provides a one-time sales tax holiday over Columbus Day weekend 2009 as a pilot project. The 

amendment requires the State Tax Assessor to report to the Joint Standing Committee on Taxation regarding the 

impact of the sa.les tax holiday on sales over the Columbus Day weekend and the period from September I, 2009 to 

November 30, 2009 compared to projections and to past actual sales over the same time periods. The committee is 

authorized to submit legislation to the Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. 

LD 1149 An Act To Amend the Veterans Homestead Exemption To Include 
Certain Medal Winners 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CORNELL DU HOUX 

PERRY J 

ONTP 

This bill adds to the list of veterans eligible to receive the property tax exemption those soldiers who were awarded 

the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal and, the Iraq Campaign Medal, or the Afghanistan Campaign 

Medal and re1noves the requirement that a veteran attain the age of 62 before being eligible to receive the property 

tax exemption. 

LD 1154 Resolve, To Require a Study of Economic Development Incentives in the 
Unorganized Territory 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

NASSR OTP-AM S-146 

This resolve establishes the Commission To Review Tax Increment Financing in the Unorganized Ten·itory. The 

commission will report its findings concerning tax increment financing in the unorganized territory to the Joint 

Standing Committee on Taxation, which is authorized to introduce a bill to the Second Regular Session of the 124th 
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Legislature. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-146) 

This amendment removes the emergency preamble and clause and changes the study from a legislative study to an

agency study, expands the scope of the study to economic development incentives other than tax increment financing 
and requires a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Taxation by January 15, 2010. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 7lrequires the Department of Economic and Community Development and the State Tax 

Assessor tC>--CollVene a·study_group to studY th,e' fo_le of economic deyelOpmentirt~entiVes,:_inCivding·taX illc_re!ll{!~t 
financing .in. the unorganized territory and. report to the Joint Standing Committee on Taxation by Januaiy 15, 2009. 

LD 1173 An Act To Exempt Sales of Heating Oil and Kerosene to Maine 

Businesses from Sales Tax 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

JOHNSON ONTP 

This bill expands the sales tax exemption for certain cooking and heating fuels to sales for use in nonresidential 

buildings. 

LD 1213 An Act To Amend the Homestead Exemption for Certain Veterans To 

Include Certain Military Personnel Stationed at Guantanamo Bay 

Sponsor(s) 

GILES 

SCHNEIDER 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill adds to the list of veterans eligible to receive the property tax exemption those military personnel who were 
stationed at the military base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba from January 4, 1961, the date Cuba and the United States 

formally broke off relations, and February 6, 1964, the date on which the military base becaine self-sufficient and 
ceased to rely on the Cuban government for water and supplies. 

LD 1214 An Act To Amend the Laws Regarding the Taxation of Private and 

Public Pensions 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

TUT1LE ONTP 

This bill phases out over a 5-year period the reduction for social security and railroad benefits in calculating the 

income tax deduction for pension benefits. 
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LD 1215 An Act To Correct Administrative Procedures Regarding the Dental 
Care Access Credit 

PUBLIC 141 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

WATSON OTP 

This bill 1nakes changes to the administration of the dental care access income tax credit in order to permit timely 

implementation of the credit. It amends the definition of 11oral health program 11 and gives the Department of Health 

and Human Services the authority to adopt rules pertaining to the dental care access credit. The bill also corrects a 

conflict that was created by 2 public laws enacting the same provision of law with substantively different content. 

Enacted Law Summary 

p-,;!J1lCLaw2.009, chapteti4i triake~ ~h~ges to the actirifiiistration ofth~d~ntal care access ;;:;wme tai cr~ctiiiii. 
order to permitti.mely implementation of the credit. · . . . 

-. ~ . 

]'u~H2.Law2009, chapter 14 iwas eiiacted.as an emergency measure effective May i4, 2009, 

LD 1217 An Act To Provide an Income Tax Credit for Property Tax Relief 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BARTLETT ONTP 

This bill provides a refundable income tax credit equal to 25% of property tax paid on a homestead during the tax 

year up to a maximum of $500. 

LD 1233 An Act To Provide Property Tax Relief to Senior Citizens 

Sponsor(s) 

WEAVER 

NASSR 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill allows a municipality, by vote of its residents, to establish a municipal property tax deferment program. 

The program would allow a resident who is at least 65 years of age and whose annual income is not more than 3000/o 

of the poverty level to pay property taxes on that person's homestead at the rate that was in effect during the year the 

person attained at least 65 years of age, the date the person purchased the homestead or April I, 2009, whichever is 

latest. The payment remains at that level until the residence is sold or transferred, the person elects to stop 

participating or the person is no longer eligible to participate in the program. At that time, all property taxes 

assessed on the property but deferred because of participation in the program must be paid to the municipality. 

Deferred taxes that are not paid within the required time accrue interest. 

In order to offset the temporary loss of revenue caused by persons participating in the progra1n, the 1nunicipality 
may, upon approval of its voters, impose an additional assessment of up to 2o/o of the taxes deferred upon property in 
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the municipality. The revenue from the additional assessment must be kept in a dedicated escrow account and used 

solely for the administrative costs of the program. 

The bill requires the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue Services to reimburse 

a municipality and the Unorganized Territory Education and Services Fund for any state-mandated costs. 

LD 1235 An Act To Establish Mnnicipal Cost Components for Unorganized 

Territory Services To Be Rendered in Fiscal Year 2009-10 and To Make 

Other Changes Related to the Mnnicipal Cost Components 

PUBLIC 303 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-422 

H-453 WATSON 

This bil1 establishes municipal cost components for state and county services provided to the unorganized territory 

that would be paid for by a municipality. The municipal cost components fonn the basis for the property tax for the 

unorganized territory. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-422) 

This amendment increases the municipal cost components for education and the Maine Land Use Regulation 

Commission - Operations to account for changes made in other legislation. The amendment also expresses the intent 

of the Legislature to extend the growth limitation for the state component of the municipal cost component by 

$1,475,109 and to increase the growth limitation for the state component of the municipal cost component by the 

remainder required. In addition, this amendment strikes fro1n the bill the notation regardit~g approved tax 

enhancement programs and eliminates the language in the statutes that requires such notations. 

House Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (H-453) 

This amendment corrects clerical errors. 

Enacted Law Summary 

puhli~ I:a,Y-20o9, <:b:~pt~r 3~3. establi~lies municipal c0stcomponents for ;1.:1~ nn<l ~~ililty: ;.~ice; provided to the 

unq~ganizecl territory'thatwouldbe paidfor by a municipality. The mm1icipa! cost components f~rm the 1Jasis for 

the proeerty taic for the m1oxganizedtenitory: 

··.·· .. - - - ·---- --

PublicLa'\¥ 2009, chapter 303 WO$ enacted as an emergencymeasure effe~tive June 8, 2,009. 

LD 1251 An Act To Reduce the Cost of Permitting of Business Development 

Sponsor(s) 

VANWIE 

BOWMAN 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill provides an income tax credit for certain studies, analyses and natural resource inventories required as part 

of certain 1najor state environmental permitting laws. The credit is allowed only if the permit is granted and is based 

on the cost of the qualifying expenditures and the amount of new property value created. The results of studies must 

be available to the public. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Taxation 

An Act To Create the Maine Fishery Infrastructure Tax Credit 

Sponsor(s) 

WATSON 

DAMON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill provides an income tax credit for contributions to eligible public fishery infrastructure projects in the State. 

Eligible projects must be certified by the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, which is required to adopt 

rules for determination of eligibility. Tax certificates may be issued for up to $5,000,000 per project. Credits must 

be taken in increments of25% over 4 years and may not exceed 50o/o of the total tax imposed on the contributor for 

the applicable year. Unused credits may be carried forward for up to 15 years. 

LD 1253 An Act To Establish a Local Option Sales Tax 

Sponsor(s) 

CROCKETTP 

JACKSON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This bil1 allows a municipality to impose a local option sales tax of 3% or less by local referendum. Revenue from 

the local option sales tax is distributed as follows: 50% to the municipality, 25% to the county in which the 

municipality is located and 25% to the General Fund. The revenue received by the municipality and county must be 

used to reduce the property tax, either through specific programs, such as by funding a municipal property tax 

assistance program or funding the portion of the homestead property tax exemptions not funded by the State or 

generally stabilizing or lowering the projected property tax rate of the municipality or the county tax assessment. 

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. 

LD 1272 An Act To Establish an Income Tax Credit for the Purchase of Certain 

Wood-burning Boilers and Stoves 

Sponsor(s) 

SIROIS 

NUTTINGJ 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

LTW 

This bi1l extends the income tax credit for pollution-reducing boilers and furnace systems to include wood and pellet 

stoves and permits individuals as well as businesses to take the credit. It also repeals the provision that would have 

eliminated this credit on December 31, 2009. 
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LD 1273 

Joint Standing Committee on Taxation 

An Act To Simplify the Application for Benefits under the 

Circuitbreaker Program 

Sponsor(s) 

STUCKEY 

PERRY J 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This bill amends the Maine Residents Property Tax Program, also known as the Circuitbreaker Program, by allowing 
an individual to apply for a benefit using the individual income tax form. The filing period for benefits under the 
Circuitbreaker Program is changed to January 1st to the following June 30th, beginning with benefit years beginning 
after 2009. ·This bill allows the individual to take the benefit directly or apply it as a credit against income taxes 

owed by that individual. See also LD 1495. 

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. 

LD 1279 An Act To Reduce Income Tax to 4.5% and Remove Low-income 

Families from Taxation 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

COURTNEY 

This bill requires the transfer to the Tax Relief Fund for Maine Residents, beginning in fiscal year 2010-11, of any 
growth in revenues over the previous fiscal year adjusted by the growth limitation factor. Money in the fund is to be 

used to reduce the overall individual income tax burden by reducing the tax rates until the top rate is reduced to 
4.5% and increasing to $30,000 the income threshold below which families will not pay income tax. 

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. 

Carried Over 

Carried Over 

LD 1284 An Act To Create a Scholarship Granting Organization Tax Credit ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

SHERMAN 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bi11 provides an income tax credit for contributions to a nonprofit organization that grants scholarships to 

students at public or private elementary and secondary schools. The school must grant at least as many scholarships 
to students whose family income is no more than the income eligibility guidelines for free lunch program as the 
county average of such students. The organization must demonstrate financial accountability and file annual reports 

with MRS. Scholarships may not be limited to students at a particular school. The credit may not exceed 50% of 

the taxes due. 
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LD 1288 An Act To Reduce Income Tax Rates ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

SMITI!D 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill reduces by four percentage points over a 3-year period the income tax rates imposed on individuals and 
corporations and eliminates the state alternative minimum tax. 

LD 1290 An Act To Amend the Law Authorizing the Application of Service 

Charges to the Owners of Certain Real Property Exempt from Property 

Taxation 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MARRA CHE ONTP 

This bill amends the laws regarding the municipal assessment of service charges to certain tax-exempt institutions. 

1. It narrows the list of the types of municipal services that may be considered in the application of service charges 
to include just fire protection services, police protection services and road-related services . 

2. It sets out a methodology for calculating the appropriate service charge for each service. 
3. It expands the list of tax-exempt institutions that may be subject to service charges to include those institutions 
that own property that has an assessed value of$1,000,000 or more and institutions that generate gross annual 

revenues related to those institutions1 activities within the municipality that exceed $1,000,000. 
See also LD 1146. 

LD 1296 An Act To Strengthen the Job Creation Through Educational 

Opportunity Program 

Sponsor(s) 

WATSON 
RAYE 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This bill amends provisions of the educational opportunity credit enacted in 2007 to improve administration. 

Participating students would enter the credit program by registering electronically for the "job credit through 

educational opportunity program" rather than signing an "opportunity contract." The bill makes provisions for 

partial benefits for students transfe1Ting to an eligible Maine institution. The bill also clarifies or provides 

needed definitions, requires additional promotion of the program and requires institutions to report to the 

Department of Education in 2010 and 2011 on how the program is working. 

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. 
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LD 1314 

Joint Standing Committee on Taxation 

An Act To Reform and Lower Maine Taxes 

Sponsor(s) 

CROCKETTP 

ALFOND 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

Part A allows persons eligible for benefits under the Maine Residents Prope1ty Tax Program, also known as the 

Circuitbreaker Program, to file for a refundable credit using the individual income tax form. 

Part B decreases the top individual income tax rate from 8.5% to 7 .5%, conforms the personal exemption to the 

federal personal exemption and increases the earned income tax credit from 5% to 20% over a 5-year period and 

allows the credit to exceed the amount of income taxes actually paid. 

Part C expands the ability of a municipality to impose service charges on tax-exempt properties located in that 

municipality by expanding the categories of property which may be charged, providing caps on the amount of 

charges, phasing in application of the charges and establishing a commission to develop additional criteria. 

Part D expands the definition of 11taxable service11 for purposes of the imposition of sales tax to include amusement, 

recreational and persorial services and consumer purchases of transportation services and professional, club or 

fraternal rne1nberships. Part D eliminates all the current statutory sales tax exemptions except those that are required 

by the Constitution of the United States, federal law or the Constitution of Maine and sales to the State or the 

Federal Government and any political subdivisions of the State or the United States, and increases the sales tax on 
11lodging11 from 7% to 10%. 

ONTP 

LD 1321 Resolve, To Facilitate Disclosure oflnformation to Taxpayer 

Representatives 

RESOLVE 126 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

RAYE OTP-AM S-297 

This bill authorizes the disclosure of taxpayer information to an authorized representative of the taxpayer under a 

power of attorney, federally authorized release form under the Privacy Act of 1974, 5 United States Code, Section 

552a, notarized state1nent or other verifiable statement of authority. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-297) 

This amendment changes the bill to a resolve directing the State Tax Assessor to develop a simplified form to 

authorize the disclosure of taxpayer information to a designated representative of the taxpayer and to submit the 

form to the Joint Standing Committee on Taxation by January 15, 2010. 

Enacted Law Summary 

---- -------

Resolve 2009, c~apter126 directs the State Tax Assessor to develop a simplified form toa1lthoriie the disclos1ue of 

t3X(Jayer information to a desiglla~ed representative of the taxpayer and .to submit the form to the Jo int Standing 
Committee on Taxation by January 15,2010. · · 
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LD 1335 

Joint Standing Committee on Taxation 

An Act To Exempt from the Sales Tax Meals Provided at Retirement 

Facilities 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PERRYJ S-150 

This bill exempts from the sales tax meals provided to residents of full-service retirement facilities. 
This bil1 also allows a retirement facility that has been audited to claim a credit against future sales tax payments for 
sales tax, including any interest or penalties on that sales tax, paid by that facility back to January 1, 2007 on meals 

that will now be exempt from the sales and use tax pursuant to this bill. The credit must be provided in equal 
installments over a 10-year period. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-150) 

This amendment clarifies the definition of 11retirement facility," removes the retroactive credit proposed in the bill 
and applies the exemption retroactively to transactions for which an assessment was not made before Aptil 1, 2009. 

See also LD 1495. 

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. 

LD 1347 

This bill: 

An Act To Deter Initiation of Tobacco Use by Increasing the Tax on 

Tobacco Products 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PERRY A ONTP 

I. Increases the cigarette tax from $2.00 to $3.00 per pack; 
2. Reclassifies certain little cigars that are, in content, design, size and shape, substantially similar to traditional 

cigarettes and taxes them as cigarettes; 
3. Adjusts the tax on roll-your-own tobacco; and 
4. Increases the tax on smokeless tobacco to 132% from 78o/o of the wholesale sales price or a minimum tax per 

container of $2.67, whichever is greater, and increases the tax on cigars, pipe tobacco and other tobacco intended for 
smoking to 30% from 20°/o of the wholesale sales price. 

LD 1352 An Act To Exempt from Taxation Biodiesel Fuel Produced for Personal 

Use 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BARTLETT OTP-AM S-224 

This bill exempts from the tax imposed on special fuels biodiesel fuel produced and used by the same individual or a 
member of that individual's immediate family. 
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Committee Amendment "A" (S-224) 

This amendment removes the emergency provisions from the bill and provides that the bill applies to sales made on 

or after October 1, 2009. 

Enacted Law Summary 

.Public Law2009~ chapter 288 e;xempts fro~the tax imposed on. sp~cia! fuels biodiesel fu~l pr~duced andusedby. 
the same individual or a member of that individual's immediate family. 

LD 1367 An Act To Increase the Homestead Property Tax Exemption 

Sponsor(s) 

CEBRA 

HASTINGS 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill allows a municipality to approve a higher exemption amount of $25,000 under the Maine resident 

homestead property tax exemption program. 

LD 1368 An Act To Broaden and Increase the Sales Tax, Increase the Earned 
Income Tax Credit and Amend the Application Process for the 
Circuitbreaker Program. 

Sponsor(s) 

WATSON 
PERRYJ 

Committee Rep01t Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

Patt A broadens the sales tax base by adding amusement, entertainment and recreation services and including foods, 
such as candy, potato chips and bakery products within the definition of prepared foods. This bill also increases the 

general sales tax rate from 5% to 6% and the sales tax on prepared food and lodging from 7% to 8o/o. 
Part B increases the state earned income credit from 5o/o to 25% of the federal credit and provides that the state 

earned income credit is fully refundable. 
Part C amends the Maine Residents Property Tax Program, also known as "the Circuitbreaker Program, n by allowing 
an individual to apply for a benefit using the individual income tax form. 

LD 1381 An Act To Allow Counties To Provide Property Tax Relief by Enacting 
a County Option Meals and Lodging Tax 

Sponsor(s) 

FLEMINGS 
ALFOND 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill allows a county to impose a county option meals and lodging tax of2% or less by approval at local 
referendum. Seventy-five percent of the revenue from the county option meals and lodging tax would be retained by 
the county and used to reduce the annual tax assessments on municipalities located in that county. The balance of 
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the revenue, 25o/o, would be deposited in the General Fund. 

LD 1385 An Act To Create an Energy Conservation Measures Tax Credit 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BARTLETT ONTP 

This bill provides an income tax credit of up to $250 annually, for tax years beginning on or after January 1, 
2009 but before January 1, 2011, to a person who pays out-of-pocket costs to purchase and install energy 
conservation measures for a residence occupied by that person, such as insulation and caulking, 

energy-conserving windows and doors and automatic energy control systems. 

LD 1390 Resolve, Directing the State Tax Assessor To Adjust the State Valuation 

for the Town of Topsham 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

GOODALL OTP-AM S-188 

This resolve directs the State Tax Assessor to adjust the 2009 state valuation for the Town of Topsham to correct an 
error that resulted in the valuation being lower than it should be. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-188) 

This amendment incorporates a fiscal note. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resoh,e2009,, c~apterl16 d.irects the .State Tax Assessor to adi'!st the 2009 .state valu~tionfor the Tow!) of 
Topshamto .con:ect an e1TOr that resulted in the valuation being lower. than. it should be. 
; ' ' . • .. ·····:'-"-.·. · .. ·.·.· .. · .. ---'-' .. · .. > ·. ·... ·.··.• .. ·.· .. •.· .. · .. ·. . .-:-.·.··... ·. •·· .. :.'': .. · • .. ···.·. ·.----.• 

Resol.ve 2009, chapter l16was enacted as an ell\erge~cy me.as11re ef[ect!ve June 9,2009. 

LD 1392 An Act To Promote Economic Development and Reduce Reliance ou 
Automobiles through Transit-oriented Tax Increment Financing 

Districts 

Sponsor(s) 

BLISS 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
OTP-AM MJN 

Amendments Adopted 

S-295 

ONTP 

RESOLVE 116 
EMERGENCY 

PUBLIC 314 

This bill establishes authority for creation of transit-oriented development districts under the tax increment financing 

laws to define the parameters for transit districts and the permissible transit-oriented uses ofTIF funds. 

Committee Amendment ''A" (S-295) 
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This amendment makes changes to clarify and simplify the provisions of the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 31.4 establishes authority for creation of transit-oriented development districts un.der the 

taxincrementfi.nancing lmvs to define the parameters for transitdistricts and the permissibletransit-oriel1ted uses of 
T!Ffunds; . 

LD 1401 An Act To Make Minor Substantive Changes to the Tax Laws 

Sponsor(s) 

WATSON 
PERRYJ 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

This bill makes the following changes to the laws governing taxation. 

Amendments Adopted 

H-482 

It changes procedures for certification of eligibility for the income tax credit for rehabilitation of historic properties 
including moving language regarding the responsibility of the Maine State Housing Authority to the Maine Revised 

Statutes, Title 30-A, chapter 201, which establishes and controls the Maine State Housing Authority. 
It authorizes the State Tax Assessor to enter into agreements with other states or the Federal Government to set off 
tax refunds payable by each state or the Federal Government against tax debts owed to the other state or the Federal 

Government, and clarifies that restitution payable to the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, 
Bureau of Revenue Services as part ofa sentence imposed for a criminal or tax law violation is a tax debt for 

purposes of such a setoff or a setoff against a federal tax refund. 
It establishes a consistent method for treating certain tax law violations as a prior conviction when determining a 

sentence for a subsequent tax law violation. 
It clarifies that amounts payable by the State to a person may be assigned to the State Tax Assessor and applied to 
restitution payable to the Bureau of Revenue Services as part of a sentence imposed for a criminal or tax law 

violation. 
It provides authority for the State Tax Assessor to disclose to duly authorized officers of the Federal Government 
and of other state governments information necessary to administer a set-off agreement with those gove1nments. It 
also corrects a numbering problem created by Public Law 2007, chapters 539, 693 and 694, which enacted 4 

substantively different provisions with the same paragraph letter. 
It enacts an exemption from the service provider tax for sales to an incorporated nonprofit medical clinic, for 
consistency with a change to the sales and use tax law enacted in the First Regular Session of the 123rd Legislature. 

It designates the document filed by a distributor when obtaining cigarette stamps as a tax return, allows a licensed 
distributor to sell unstamped cigarettes to another licensed distributor with appropriate documentation and 
establishes a consistent rule for treating certain tax law violations as a prior conviction when determining a sentence 

for a subsequent tax law violation. 
It clarifies the types of business entities that qualify for an exemption from real estate transfer tax on deeds made 

pursuant to a merger or consolidation. 
It allows a dealer owing no more than $1,000 per year for the tax on mahogany quahogs to file annual returns. 
It clarifies the procedures for calculating and certifying the income tax credit for rehabilitation of historic properties. 
It clarifies that income tax refunds inay be set off and applied to restitution payable to the Bureau of Revenue 

Services as part of a sentence imposed for a tax law violation. 
It repeals a requirement for annual reporting of the projected costs of benefits for the current biennium and ensuing 2 

biennia under the business equipment tax reimbursement program. 
It simplifies and clarifies the State1s procedures for payment of employment tax increment financing 

reimbursements. 
It simplifies and clarifies the State1s procedures for payment of media production reimbursements. 
It con·ects a cross-reference and authorizes Internet publication by the State Tax Assessor of certain information 
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obtained from real estate transfer tax declarations of value. 

It adds a provision to the service p~ovider tax ensuring that the tax is paid when a taxable service is purchased for 

resale but is then used by the purchaser rather than being resold. 

It waives the requirement to file a Maine income tax return for individuals who filed a federal income tax return 

solely in order to claim a federal earned income credit. It authorizes the State Tax Assessor to identify by rule other 

exceptions to that requirement to file a Maine income tax return. 

It provides that an extension of time to.file a Maine income tax return does not extend the period for filing a claim 

for credit or refund of an overpayment of Maine income tax. 

Committee Amendment ''A" (H-482) 

This amendment restores the exemption to its application by Maine Revenue Services prior to the recent Maine Law 

Cou1t decision, John T. Cyr &amp; Sons, Inc. v. State Tax Assessor, 2009 ME 52, by codifying Maine Revenue 

Services Rule 318(3) and clarifying that the exemption is not limited only to situations when the Commerce Clause 

requires an exemption from the sales or use tax. 

The amendment modifies the sales tax exe1nption for watercraft sold to nonresidents to provide that the exemption 
applies as long as the watercraft is removed from the State within 30 days of sale. 

The amendment removes changes to the income tax credit for rehabilitation of historic properties that applies the 

maximum credit limitation to ceitified historic structures rather than to a certified historic project. 

The amendment removes a section that provides that an extension of time to file a Maine income tax return does not 

extend the period for filing a claim for an income tax credit or refund. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publ.ic Law 2009, ch~pter 361. makes minor substantive ~h~g;s-fu theta);!~~;: .. -· -- --·· ·-·--- ·----·-·· 

LD 1426 An Act To Allow Municipalities To Impose a Local Option Lodging or 

Meals Tax 

Sronsor(s) 

FLEMINGS 

PERRY J 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill allows a municipality to impose a local option lodging tax or a local option meals tax, or both, of 4% or less 

by local referendum. Revenue from the local option tax is distributed as follows: 75% to the municipality and 25% 

to the county in which the municipality is located. 

LD 1427 An Act To Compensate Maine Residents for the Impacts of 

High-voltage Transmission Lines 

Sponsor(s) 

MARTINJL 

SHERMAN 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill imposes a state excise tax on certain high-voltage electric transmission property at the rate of 10 mills 

multiplied by the just value of that property. This bill also creates the Maine Transmission Mitigation Trust, which 

manages the Maine Transmission Mitigation Trust Fund, also created in this bill. The revenue fro1n the excise tax is 

deposited in the Maine Transmission Mitigation Trust Fund. Annual distributions from the fund of 20% of the trust 

fund, up to $10,000,000 annually, are made to municipalities that submit winning bids for electricity infrastructure 
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projects placing transmission lines underground. The remainder of the Maine Transmission Mitigation Trust Fund 

must be paid to Maine electricity ratepayers in proportion to each customer's purchases of electricity transmitted 

over the State's transmission and distribution utilities. 

LD 1449 An Act To Expand Tax Incentives for Visual Media Productions 

Soonsor(s) 

WATSON 

RECTOR 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

H-554 

This bill makes changes to the State's tax incentives for attracting visual 1nedia productions. The existing income tax 

credit and reimbursement for certain production wages are replaced with a refundable income tax credit that is a 

percentage of direct production expenditures in the State. Eligible productions must be certified by the Department 

of Economic and Community Development. Productions with expenditures of more than $50,000 but less than 

$750,000 are eligible for an income tax credit of 10% of expenditures or 15% ifthe production company has been 

incorporated in the State for at least 2 years. A production company with el\gible expenses of$750,000 or more is 

eligible for a base credit of 20% of eligible expenditures with incremental increases if the company hires at least 

15o/o of its cast and crew in the State, spends at least 25% of the project time in certain counties or participates in an 

internship program overseen by the Department of Economic and Community Development, Office of Tourism, 

Maine State Film Office. The Finance Authority of Maine is directed to establish a low-interest loan program for 

visual media production companies with visual media production expenses of $750,000 or greater that receive a 

visual media production certificate. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-554) 

This amendment changes the line between the Level 1 credit and the Level 2 credit from $750,000 to $500,000, 

changes the conditions for increases in the amount of credit and changes the annual limit on credit certificates from 

$5,000,000 to $3,000,000. The amendment also clarifies the audit authority of the State Tax Assessor and requires 

an annual report by the Department of Economic and Community Development, Office of Tourism, Maine State 

Film Office to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters regarding 

implementation and administration of the credit. 

This bill was re1noved from the Special Appropriations Table, recommitted to the Taxation Committee and carried 

over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. 

LD 1463 An Act To Provide Equitable Property Tax Relief To Maintain 
Traditional Communities 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PERCY ONTP 

This bill provides property tax relief for the purpose of maintaining the State's traditional communities through 2 

methods. 

The first method allows municipalities to enter into arrangements with natural resources support businesses through 

which the business grants a time-limited ease1nent to the municipality to limit the use of property to natural 

resources business support in exchange for payments from the municipality to alleviate a portion of the property tax 

burden. 
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The 2nd method provides a system for municipalities to adopt an ordinance to permit persons 65 years of age or 

older to choose to defer property taxes on homesteads until the property is transferred in order to enable traditional 

families to remain in their homes despite increasing property values and taxes. Eligibility may be income-limited. 

The bill also extends Pine Tree Development Zone benefits to natural resources support businesses located in a Pine 

Tree Development Zone. 

LD 1495 An Act To Implement Tax Relief and Tax Reform 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This bill is a Governor's bill replacing Legislative Document 1088, "An Act To Modernize the Tax Laws and 

Provide over $50,000,000 to Residents of the State in Tax Relief," as amended by Committee Amendment "A" 

and House Amendment 0 A" to Committee Amendment "A." This bill reforms the State1s tax structure and 

reduces the burden of taxes on residents of the State. The bill contains the following provisions. 

Part A makes fundamental changes to simplify and reduce the burden of the State's income tax and create an 

income tax that is intended to be more beneficial to investment and economic growth in the State. The cun-ent 

structure of 4 tax brackets, personal exemptions and standard and itemized deductions is replaced by a flat rate 

of 6.5% on all taxable income. The progressivity of the current income tax is maintained through a household 

credit and an elderly credit that alleviate the impact of the 6.5% rate on low-income and middle-income 

households. The alternative minimum tax on individuals is abolished. A surcharge or 0.35% is applied to 

taxable income exceeding $250,000. The earned income tax· credit is made partially refundable beginning in 

2010. 

Part B broadens the sales tax base by including certain amusement, entertainment and recreation services; 

installation, repair and maintenance services; personal property services; and transportation and courier 

services. Part B also changes the point of imposition of sales tax related to leased proper(y from the sale of that 

property to the leasing busfness to the lease payments by the consumer. Part B also increases the sales tax on 

prepared food and lodging to 8.5% and the sales tax on rentals of automobiles of less than one year to 12.5%. 

The service provider tax is extended to interstate and international telecommunications service. This Part 

establishes an airport transportaion fee of$ I for each person transported to a commercial airport by taxicab or 

lirnosousine. Part B also increases funding for tourism promotion. 

Part C simplifies the income calculation under the Maine Residents Property Tax Program, also known as the 

"Circuitbreaker Program" by excluding from household income the income of dependents and certain 

miscellaneous income. It gradually changes the time for filing an application and making payments to coincide 

with income tax filing periods. For application periods beginning on or after August I, 2010, the benefit will be 

calculated on the basis of tables provided by the State Tax Assessor utilizing the benefit formula in cun-ent law. 

Beginning with the 20 I 0 tax year, the Maine individual income tax booklets must contain the Circuitbreaker 

Program application and instructions. 

See also LD I 088. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P~blic Law 2009, chapter 382 reforms the State's taXstmctui'e and reduces the burden rif taxes on;esidents of the 

State. The bill contains the following provisfons. 
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PrutA makes fundamental changes to simplify and reduce the burden of the State's income tax and create an income 
tax that .is iutended to be more beneficial to investment and economic growth in the State. The current structure of 4 

tax bracketS; personal exemptions ruld standard and itemized deductions is replaced by a flat rate of 6.5% on all 

taxable income .. The progressivity of the cuITent income tax is maintained through a household credit and an elderly 
credit that alleviatethe impact of the 6.5% rate on low-income and middle-income households. The alternative 
minimuru tax on individuals is abolished. A surcharge or 0.35% is applied to taxable income exceeding $250,000. 
The eruned income tax credit is made partially refundable begimring in 20 I 0. 

Part B broadens the shle_s -tax base byjncltidi,ng certain amuse_ment, entertainment and recreation services; 
installation, repair and ma~t~nance services; personal property services; and transportation and courier services. 
Prut B also changes the point of imposition of sales tax related to leased property from the sale of that property to the 
lea;;ing business to the lease payments by the consumer. Prut B also increases the sales tax on prepared food and 
lodging to 8.5% and the s.ales tax on rentals ofautomobiles oflessthan one year to 1?.5%. The service provider tax 
is eXten_ded t,o--~nterstate and international telecommunications service. This Pait establishes an aitport transportaion 
fee of$! for each person transported to a commercial airport by taxicab or limosousine. Prut B also increases 
funding for tourism promo(jon. 

Part C simplifies the incom.e calculation under the Maine Residents Property,Tax Program, also known as the· 
,"GirCtiitl;>r~aker Pro_gram" _by e?'cluding frOin household_'income- the __ in_come of dependents and certain miscel_laneous 
incol1J~· It gradually change~ the time for filing an application and making payments to coincide with income tax 
filing p°'riods. For application periods beginning on or after August 1, 2010, the benefit will be calculated on the 
pasis of tables provided by the State Tax Assessor .utilizing the benefit formula in current law. Beginning with the 
2010 tax yew', the Maine in.dividualincome tax booklets must contain the Circuitbreaker Program application and 

~nstructions. , 

See also LD 1088. 
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Enacted 

LD490 

LD 1093 

LD 1120 

LD 1321 

LD 1401 

Not Enacted 

LD 1124 

Enacted 

LD 1215 

Not Enacted 

LD86 

LD 196 

LD 197 

LD224 

LD 540 

Joint Standing Committee on Taxation 

SUBJECT INDEX 

Administration of Tax Laws 

An Act To Amend the Laws Regarding Mandatory Electronic 
Filing of Certain Tax Returns 

An Act Concerning Technical Changes to the Tax Laws 

Resolve, Relating To Review of Certain Changes in the 
Application of the Sales and Use Tax Law 

Resolve, To Facilitate Disclosure oflnformation to Taxpayer 
Representatives 

An Act To Make Minor Substantive Changes to the Tax Laws 

An Act To Provide Legislative Oversight of Changes to Policies 
and Practices of the Bureau of Revenue Services 

Income Tax - General 

An Act To Correct Administrative Procedures Regarding the 
Dental Care Access Credit 

An Act To Conform the Maine Tax Laws for 2008 to the United 
States Internal Revenue Code 

An Act To Exempt Military Pensions from Income Tax 

An Act To Provide Tax Relief to Workers Who Lose Their Jobs 
Due to Business Closure 

An Act To Exempt Certain Senior Residents from the Income 
Tax 

An Act To Promote Forest Certification and Long-term Forest 
Management 
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P&S 12 
EMERGENCY 

PUBLIC 434 

RESOLVE127 

RESOLVE126 

PUBLIC 361 

ONTP 

PUBLIC 141 
EMERGENCY 

INDEF PP 

DIED BETWEEN 
HOUSES 

DIED ON 
ADJOURNMENT 

ONTP 

DIED ON 
ADJOURNMENT 



LD 589 

LD590 

LD 618 

LD647 

LD670 

LD 744 

LD769 

LD799 

LD 841 

LD 851 

LD872 

LD 884 

LD 1013 

LD 1033 

LD 1082 

LD 1214 

LD 1217 

LD 1251 

LD 1252 

An Act To Encourage the Production of Liquid Biofuels 

An Act To Establish a Wellness Tax Credit 

An Act To Reduce Income Tax on Capital Gains 

An Act To Provide Tax Relief for Retired Veterans Operating 
Businesses in Maine 

An Act To Make Health Insurance More Affordable 

An Act To Allow a Tax Credit for Tuition Paid to Private Schools 

An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Income Tax To Allow an 
Age-based Write-off of Capital Losses 

An Act To Encourage Clean Fuel Vehicle Economic and 
Infrastructure Development by Extending the Tax Credit 

An Act Regarding the State Earned Income Tax Credit 

An Act To Exempt Certain Veterans from the Income Tax 

An Act To Provide a Tax Credit to Certain Heating Fuel 
Contract Consumers 

An Act To Provide Income Tax Equity for Working Spouses 

An Act To Protect the Environment through Promoting the Use 
of Clean Fuel Vehicles 

An Act To Provide a Tax Credit for the Purchase of Small Wind 
Power Generators 

An Act To Create an Income Tax Credit for Certain Renewable 
Energy Systems 

An Act To Amend the Laws Regarding the Taxation of Private 
and Public Pensions 

An Act To Provide an Income Tax Credit for Property Tax Relief 

An Act To Reduce the Cost of Permitting of Business 
Development 

An Act To Create the Maine Fishery Infrastructure Tax Credit 
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DIED ON 
ADJOURNMENT 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 

DIED ON 
ADJOURNMENT 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 



LD 1272 

LD 1279 

LD 1284 

LD 1288 

LD 1296 

LD 1385 

LD 1449 

Enacted 

LD35 

LD950 

LD 1352 

Not Enacted 

LD72 

LD 195 

LD 198 

LD237 

LD342 

LD380 

An Act To Establish an Income Tax Credit for the Purchase of 
Certain Wood-burning Boilers and Stoves 

An Act To Reduce Income Tax to 4.5% and Remove Low-income 
Families from Taxation 

An Act To Create a Scholarship Granting Organization Tax 
Credit 

An Act To Reduce Income Tax Rates 

An Act To Strengthen tbe Job Creation Through Educational 
Opportunity Program 

An Act To Create an Energy Conservation Measures Tax Credit 

An Act To Expand Tax Incentives for Visual Media Productions 

Miscellaneous Taxes 

Resolve, Directing the State Tax Assessor To Work with Local 
Law Enforcement Agencies To Improve Tax Collection and 
Enforcement along the Border of the State 

Resolve, Related to the Maine Estate Tax 

An Act To Exempt from Taxation Biodiesel Fuel Produced for 
Personal Use 

An Act Regarding the Tax on Fuel Used for Commercial 
Agriculture, Fishing and Forestry 

An Act To Base the Excise Tax on Vehicles on a Percentage of the 

Manufacturer's Suggested Retail Price 

An Act To Recouple Maine Estate Tax with the Federal Estate 

Tax 

An Act To Impose an Excise Tax on the Extraction of Water for 
Bottling 

An Act To Exempt Annuities from Taxation 

An Act To Require Residents of the Unorganized Territories To 
Pay Excise Taxes To Agents and Not Directly to the Secretary of 
State 
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LEAVE TO 
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ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

ONTP 

RESOLVE27 

RESOLVE 101 

PUBLIC 288 

ONTP 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 



LD381 

LD459 

LD 588 

LD662 

LD 808 

LD 919 

LD 974 

LD 993 

LD 1045 

LD 1347 

LD 1427 

Enacted 

LD277 

Not Enacted 

LD332 

LD360 

Enacted 

LD 51 

An Act To Base the Motor Vehicle Excise Tax on the Documented 
Actual Sale Price Rather than on the Maker's List Price 

An Act To Provide Tax Relief for Maine Residents Deployed for 
Military Service 

An Act To Amend the Excise Tax on Motor Vehicles To Reflect 
Depreciation 

An Act To Phase Out the Distribution of the Disproportionate 
Tax Burden Fund under the State-municipal Revenue Sharing 
Program over a 5-year Period 

An Act To Capitalize the Municipal Investment Trust Fund with 
Municipal Revenue-sharing Resources 

An Act To Prevent and Treat Cancer in Maine by Implementing 
Critical Portions of the Comprehensive Cancer Program 

An Act To Decrease the Automobile Excise Tax and Promote 
Energy Efficiency 

An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Commission 
To Study the Protection of Farms and Farmland Pertaining to 
Taxation 

An Act To Provide a Sales Tax Refund for Fuel Used in 
Commercial Agricultural Production 

An Act To Deter Initiation of Tobacco Use by Increasing the Tax 
on Tobacco Products 

An Act To Compensate Maine Residents for the Impacts of 
High-voltage Transmission Lines 

Property Tax - Current Use 

An Act To Clarify the Income-producing Requirement for Land 
in the Farm and Open Space Tax Program 

An Act To Amend the Penalty for Withdrawal of Land from the 
Maine Tree Growth Tax Law Program 

An Act To Notify a Lienholder before Property Is Withdrawn 
from Assessment under the Maine Tree Growth Tax Law 

Property Tax - Exemptions 

An Act To Allow Military Personnel Living in Maine To Benefit 
under the Maine Resident Homestead Property Tax Exemption 
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ONTP 
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REPORT 
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PUBLIC 114 
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LD545 

Not Enacted 

LD57 

LD71 

LD87 

LD 166 

LD765 

LD 1146 

LD 1149 

LD 1213 

LD 1290 

LD 1367 

Enacted 

LD90 

LD740 

LD 1235 

Not Enacted 

An Act To Amend the Tax Exemption Regarding Leased 
Property 

An Act To Exempt Small Privately Owned Windmills from the 
Property Tax 

An Act To Raise the Property Tax Exemption for Veterans 

An Act To Allow the Same Homestead and Veterans' Exemptions 
to a Person Who Has a Life Lease as Are Allowed to Those Who 
Have a Life Estate 

An Act To Exempt Persons 65 Years of Age or Older with Income 
below the Poverty Line from Property Taxes on Their Homes 

An Act To Allow Towns To Establish Their Own Homestead 
Exemption Programs 

An Act To Authorize Municipalities To Impose Service Charges 
to Tax-exempt Property Owned by Certain Organizations Whose 
Primary Activities Are Not Charitable 

An Act To Amend the Veterans Homestead Exemption To 
Include Certain Medal Winners 

An Act To Amend the Homestead Exemption for Certain 
Veterans To Include Certain Military Personnel Stationed at 
Guantanamo Bay 

An Act To Amend the Law Authorizing the Application of 
Service Charges to the Owners of Certain Real Property Exempt 
from Property Taxation 

An Act To Increase the Homestead Property Tax Exemption 

Property Tax - General 

Resolve, Authorizing the State Tax Assessor To Convey the 
Interest of the State in Certain Real Estate in the Unorganized 
Territory 

An Act To Validate the Property Tax Commitments in the Towns 
That are Members of Community School District No. 9 

An Act To Establish Municipal Cost Components for 
Unorganized Territory Services To Be Rendered in Fiscal Year 
2009-10 and To Make Other Changes Related to the Municipal 
Cost Components 
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LD349 

LD553 

LD 839 

Enacted 

LD 1390 

Not Enacted 

LD840 

LD 1060 

Not Enacted 

LD313 

LD 404 

LD842 

LD 1087 

LD 1121 

LD 1233 

LD 1273 

LD 1463 

Enacted 

An Act To Authorize Arbitration of Property Tax Valuation 

Disputes 

An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Abatement of Property 
Taxes Due to Infirmity or Poverty 

An Act To Authorize an Alternative Calculation of tbe Property 
Growth Factor for Municipalities with Exempt Personal Property 

Property Tax - Valuation 

Resolve, Directing the State Tax Assessor To Adjust the State 
Valuation for the Town of Topsham 

RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of 
Maine To Control Property Tax Increases 

RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of 
Maine To Restrict Property Revaluations 

Property Tax Relief Programs 

An Act To Add a Fuel Oil Benefit to the Circuitbreaker Program 

An Act To Promote Property Tax Relief for Maine's Senior 
Citizens 

An Act To Exclude Business and Capital Losses from 
Consideration as Income under the Circuitbreaker Program 

RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of 
Maine To Cap the Property Tax on the Primary Residence of a 
Person 65 Years of Age or Older 

An Act To Protect Elderly Residents from Losing Their Homes 

Due to Taxes or Foreclosure 

An Act To Provide Property Tax Relief to Senior Citizens 

An Act To Simplify the Application for Benefits under the 

Circnitbreaker Program 

An Act To Provide Equitable Property Tax Relief To Maintain 
Traditional Communities 

Sales Tax 
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LD450 

LD906 

Not Enacted 

LD 109 

LD 167 

LD218 

LD265 

LD406 

LD471 

LD659 

LD 666 

LD671 

LD743 

LD 788 

LD 1018 

LD 1046 

LD 1148 

LD 1173 

LD 1253 

An Act To Include Commercial Silvicultural Crop Production in 
the Sales Tax Exemption for Certain Products Used in 
Commercial Agricultural Crop Production Activities 

An Act Relating to Sales Tax on Certain Trailers 

An Act To Exempt Residential Electricity from Sales Tax 

An Act To Provide a Sales Tax Exemption for Used Goods Sold 
To Benefit Food Pantries 

An Act To Exempt the United States Flag from Sales Tax 

An Act To Provide a Sales Tax Exemption to Certain 
Organizations That Provide Assistance to Members of the 
Military 

An Act To Allow a Retailer To Offer To Pay Sales Tax on Items 
and Services Sold by That Retailer 

An Act To Encourage Alternative Energy and Promote Maine 
Businesses 

An Act To Remove the Sales Tax on Certain Watercraft 

An Act To Clarify When the Rental of a Car Is Exempt from 
Sales and Use Tax 

An Act To Exempt Clean Fuel Vehicles from Sales Tax 

An Act To Exempt Fuel Used by Commercial Fishing Vessels 
from the Sales Tax 

An Act To Aid Municipalities and the Unorganized Territory in 
the Reduction of Property Taxes 

An Act To Make the Maine Music Educators Association Tax 
Exempt 

An Act To Exempt Cleaning Products for Milking Machines from 
the Sales Tax 

An Act To Provide a Sales Tax Holiday Pilot Project 

An Act To Exempt Sales of Heating Oil and Kerosene to Maine 
Businesses from Sales Tax 

An Act To Establish a Local Option Sales Tax 
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LD 1335 

LD 1381 

LD 1426 

Enacted 

LD 539 

LD 1154 

LD 1392 

Not Enacted 

LD212 

LD493 

LD931 

Enacted 

LD 1495 

Not Enacted 

LD 1088 

LD 1314 

LD 1368 

Not Enacted 

An Act To Exempt from the Sales Tax Meals Provided at 

Retirement Facilities 

An Act To Allow Counties To Provide Property Tax Relief hy 
Enacting a County Option Meals and Lodging Tax 

An Act To Allow Municipalities To Impose a Local Option 
Lodging or Meals Tax 

Tax Increment Financing 

An Act To Amend the Laws Governing the Allowable Uses of Tax 
Increment Financing Funds 

Resolve, To Require a Study of Economic Development 
Incentives in the Unorganized Territory 

An Act To Promote Economic Development and Reduce Reliance 
on Automobiles through Transit-oriented Tax Increment 
Financing Districts 

Resolve, To Study and Develop a Tax Increment Financing 
Program To Fund the Washington County Development 
Authority 

An Act To Provide Sensible Options for Tax Increment Financing 
Proceeds in Small Towns 

An Act To Expand the Economic Development Benefit of Tax 
Increment Financing in Counties That Include Unorganized 
Territories 

Tax Reform - Restructuring 

An Act To Implement Tax Relief and Tax Reform 

An Act To Modernize the Tax Laws and Provide over 
$50,000,000 to Residents of the State in Tax Relief 

An Act To Reform and Lower Maine Taxes 

An Act To Broaden and Increase the Sales Tax, Increase the 
Earned Income Tax Credit and Amend the Application Process 
for the Circuitbreaker Program. 

Tax Reform - Tax and Spending Limits 
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LD787 

LD855 

LD 922 

LD976 

An Act To Provide an Additional Source of Revenue for the Tax 
Relief Fund for Maine Residents 

Resolve, To Establish the Commission To Study the Reform of 
Taxes and Spending in Maine 

RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of 
Maine To Require a Supermajority Approval of the Legislature 

for Tax Increases 

An Act To Provide Tax Relief 
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Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

LD6 An Act To Establish a Distracted Driver Law 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DIAMOND OTP-AM S-126 

This bill makes driving while distracted a moving violation. It prohibits engaging in an activity that impairs the 

driver's ability to drive. It also allows the Department of Transportation to adopt rules. 

Committee Amendment 11 A" (S-126) 

The amendment, which replaces the bill, makes failure to maintain control of a motor vehicle a traffic infraction. 

The amendment defines 11operation of a motor vehicle while distracted11 as the operation of a motor vehicle by a 
person who, while operating the vehicle, is engaged in an activity that is not necessary to the operation of the vehicle 
and that actually impairs, or would reasonably be expected to impair, the ability of the person to safely operate the 
vehicle. 

The amendment provides that a person commits the traffic infraction of failure to maintain control ofa motor 
vehicle if the person commits either a traffic infraction under the motor vehicle laws or commits the crime of driving 
to endanger and, at the time the traffic infraction or crime occurred, the person was engaged in the operation of a 
motor vehicle while distracted or the person is determined to have been the operator of a motor vehicle that was 
involved in a reportable accident that resulted in property damage and, at the tin1e the reportable accident occurred, 
the operator was engaged in the operation of a motor vehicle while distracted. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P~bliciaw200(cl;apter446makes failure to mai!ltain c01!trol of a motor yehiCie a ii1imcinfraciion. The law 

defiiles_- 11op~ra,1ion of a~~_to_r:veh_icle whHe-:dist-raCte_d11
_ as tile o_peratio_11-_of a-fiiOtOr yehicle -by a Pef~on __ 'YhO, w~H-~--. 

operating the ve!llc!e1is engaged in an activity that is not• ~ecessary to the op~1,.fion of the vehicle. and that actually 
impait~, or would re.aso!'ably be expected to impair, the ability of the person to safe!)( opel'lite .the vehicle: 

It __ p~O~~es-t~~fa pers9~_(:()111Illits_fhe traffi~ :nifi.a~tion:_~f fail~ tO maintai~-_control: qf a~otor "ehic!e if~~ pers_OJ] 
commits either a traffic infraction under the mot.or vehicle laws or commits the crime of driving to endanger and, at 
~e-time_th_etraffic illfra¢ti-01i·ot c~_e __ occuiTeci, th~ p-e~on Was:,~ng~ged_-iri t_he _op_erati~Il'.or°a m_qtorvehiCie while 
~isb-3.ct~d_O_!:f4e __ pe_r~on_:is_ ~:etermiried to ll~ve been the operator ofa-motor:vehlcle that __ was involved in.a :report~b_l_e 
accident thafresulted in property damage and, at. the time the reportable accid.ent. occurr~d; the operator was engaged 
in the operation of a)llotor vehicle while di.stracted. · . 

LD7 Au Act To Amend the Instruction Permit Process 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DIAMOND OTP-AM S-7 

This bill allows a person whose license was canceled or suspended in the immediately preceding 2 years for any 
reason to accompany a person with an instruction permit if the person acting as the accompanying operator is at least 
20 years of age, sits beside the pe1mittee and has a valid license. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-7) 

This amendment, which replaces the bill, requires the person acting as the accompanying operator for a permit 

holder to have held a valid license for at least 2 years. 

Enacted Law Summary 

- - -

Public Law 2009, chapte'c 43 requires the person acting as .the accompanying operator for a permitholder to have 

he.Id a valid lic.ense for atleast 2 years. 

LDS An Act To Deter Road Rage 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ROSENR ONI'P 

This bill defines road rage and establishes ifas a Class E crime. A person who commits road rage is subject to 

the loss of that person1s license for 90 days and is required to complete an anger management course. 

ONTP 

LD 15 An Act To Prohibit the Sale of a Road Sign Originally Placed by the 
State, a County or a Municipality 

DIED BETWEEN 
HOUSES 

Sponsor(s) 

SCHATZ 
DAMON 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill provides that a person may not sell or offer to sell a sign that had been placed by the State, a county or a 
municipality on a highway or street. A person who violates this provision commits a Class E crime. 

LD36 An Act To Reopen Certain Rest Stops on Route 1 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

THERIAULT ONTP 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. 

This bill proposes to reopen closed rest areas along Route I in Fort Kent and in Grand Isle. Under this bill, the cost 
of reopening and maintaining those rest areas would be shared with the affected communities. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

LD37 An Act To Allow a Weight Tolerance for Vehicle Auxiliary Power Units 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

THERIAULT OTP 

This bill extends a weight tolerance for vehicle auxiliary power units in the laws governing highway weight limits 

for vehicles. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public LawZ009, chapter,3 exteµds aweigh! tolerance for.vehicle auxiliruy power units in thb laws g~veming 
highway weight limits for vehicles; 

PUBLIC 3 

LD38 An Act To Allow the Use of Only 2 Studded Tires on Front-wheel-drive 

Vehicles 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

PINKHAM 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill allows a front-wheel-drive vehicle to have studded snow tires on its front wheels only. 

LD39 An Act To Enhance Motorcycle Safety 

Sponsor(s) 

CROCKETTP 
GERZOFSKY 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-39 

This bill requires the Department of Transportation to erect info1mational signs on roads where rumble ·strips are 

located to enhance motorcycle safety. 

Committee Amendment 11 A" (H-39) 

This amendment, which replaces the bill, requires the Department ofTranspo1tation to install signs on any state 

highway where centerline rumble strips are located to inform a driver that the driver is approaching a rumble strip 

and specifies that the signs must comply with the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices published by the 
Federal Highway Administration. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law:i009, phapter 411 requires the Deparbrtent of T~ansport~ti;;n to in;tllll sighs o..;;ny ~~t~ lligi1way 
where centerline. rumble ~trips are locat~d to inform a driver that. the driveris approaching a rumble strip and 
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Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

specifies thatthe signs must comply with the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices published by the 

Federal Highway Administration. 

LD40 An Act To Prohibit Certain Uses of Cellular Telephones and Handheld 

Electronic Devices while Operating a Motor Vehicle 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

HOGAN 
BLISS 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill prohibits the use of a handheld cellular telephone and a handheld electronic device while operating a motor 
vehicle. The bill clarifies that law enforcement officers, corrections officers, firefighters, drivers of authorized 
emergency vehicles, holders of commercial driver's licenses, physicians, municipal public works personnel, Maine 

Turnpike Authority personnel and state transportation personnel, including all employees and contractors of the 
Department of Transportation, may use handheld cellular telephones while driving within the scope of their 
employment. The bill makes the offense a traffic infraction. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-31) 

This amendment, which is the minority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation, expands the list of 
those exempt from the prohibition against using a handheld cellular telephone and a handheld electronic device 
while operating a motor vehicle to include personnel of a public utility within the scope of their employment. 

The amendment also provides that the definition of 11handheld electronic device 11 does not include a radio licensed by 
the Federal Communications Commission, including, but not limited to, a citizen band or amateur radio, a change 
that has the effect of allowing persons to use radios while driving. The amendment prohibits the use of a radio while 
driving in an area designated by the Department of Transportation or the Maine Turnpike Authority as a construction 

zone but allows workers within construction zones to continue to use handheld cellular telephones, handheld 
electronic devices or radios licensed by the Federal Communications Commission if it is within the scope of their 
employment. 

The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

LD 41 An Act To Prohibit the Use of a Handheld Cellular Telephone While 

Operating a Motor Vehicle 

Sponsor(s) 

BEAUDOIN 
SIMPSON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill prohibits the use of a handheld cellular telephone and text messaging while operating a motor vehicle. The 
bill clarifies that law enforcement officers, corrections officers, firefighters, drivers of authorized emergency 

vehicles, holders of commercial driver1s licenses, physicians, municipal public works personnel, Maine Turnpike 
Authority personnel and state transportation personnel, including all employees and contractors of the Department of 
Transportation, may use handheld cellular telephones while driving within the scope of their employment. The bill 

makes the offense a traffic infraction. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

LD42 An Act To Increase the Time Period for Motor Vehicle Inspections to 2 
Years 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

WHEELER 
BOWMAN 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill changes the annual inspection requirement for motor vehicles, except for commercial vehicles, trailers and 

semitrailers, to a biennial inspection requirement. This bill also changes the annual enhanced inspection 

requirement for vehicles registered in Cumberland County to a biennial requirement. Finally, this bill changes the 

annual partial inspection requirement for farm trucks, fish trucks and woods tractors to a biennial requirement. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-27) 

This amendment, which is the minority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation, replaces the 

bill an~ provides that a new motor vehicle, but not including a commercial vehicle, trailer or semitrailer, that 

has had an inspection is not required to have another inspection until 2 years from the last day of the month in 

which it was initially registered. The amendment also directs the Department of Public Safety, Bureau of State 

Police to undertake a comprehensive review of cun·ent motor vehicle inspection rules. 

LD48 Resolve, To Delay the Sustainability of the Highway Fund 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MAZUREK ONTP 

This resolve suspends for 2 years, beginning July I, 2009 and ending June 30, 2011, the annual indexing of the 

excise tax imposed on internal combustion engine fuel and distillates. 

ONTP 

LD49 An Act To Require the Secretary of State To Provide Notice of License 
Revocation or Suspension by Certified Mail 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

RICHARDSON W 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill requires the notice of license suspension or revocation 1nailed by the Secretary of State to be done by 
certified mail. 

Committee Amendment ''A" (H-5) 

The amendment adds an appropriations and allocations section. 
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LD 60 Resolve, To Rename the Father Curran Bridge in Augusta 

Sponsor(s) 

CROCKETTP 

MITCHELLE 

Committee Repmt Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

This resolve changes the name of the Father Curran Bridge in Augusta to the Calumet Bridge at Old F01t Western. 

Enacted Law Summary 

RESOLVE 4 

R~solve 2009, chapter 4.changes the ~a1ne of the Father CmTan Bridg~l~Augusta to the Calumet Bridge at Old Fort 
western. 

LD61 An Act To Make Snpplemental Allocations from the Highway Fund and 

Other Funds for the Expenditures of State Government and To Change 

Certain Provisions of the Law Necessary to the Proper Operations of 

State Government for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2009 

Sponsor(s) 

MAZUREK 
DAMON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Part A makes allocations of funds for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2009. 

Part B makes allocations of funds for approved reclassifications and range changes. 

Amendments Adopted 

H-4 

Part C lapses $12,652 in projected salary savings in the Personal Services line category in the Compensation and 

Benefit Plan, Highway Fund account in the Department of Administrative and Financial Services to the Highway 
Fund at the close of fiscal year 2008-09. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-4) 

Part A makes allocations of funds for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2009. 

Part B makes allocations of funds for approved reclassifications and range changes. 

Part C lapses $12,652 in projected salary savings in the Personal Services line category in the Compensation and 

Benefit Plan, Highway Fund account in the Department of Administrative and Financial Services to the Highway 
Fund at the close of fiscal year 2008-09. 

Under existing law, a road commissioner may, with the written consent of the municipal officers, exceed the road 
appropriation authorized by the local legislative body by 15% for road repairs. Part D clarifies that the road 

commissioner may exceed the appropriation to maintain the roads as well. 

Enacted Law Summary 

. - ,,_,, -,..,·c·~,·-·-·-·-·-- - ,,_ '"'-~~---·~---.. --
PuqJic Law2009, ch~pt~~ 7 does the following:. 
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Part A makes allocations of funds for the fiscal year endingJune 30, 2009. 

Part B makes allocations offnnds for approved reclassifications and range changes. 

Part C lapses $12,652 in projected salary savings in the Personal Services line category in the Compensation and 

Benefit Plan, Highway Fund account in the Department of Administrative and Financial Services to the Highway 

Fun_d at the close of fiscal year 2008-0.9. 

lJn_der existi_ng law, a toad commissio~-er may,_ :with the Written con_sent of the inunicipafo:fficers, ~~ceed the ro_ad 
appropriation authotized by the local legislative body by 15% for road repairs. Part D clarifies that the road 

commissioner inay ex·ceed the appropriatiOn to mainiahlthe roads as wen. 

Public Law 2009, chapter 7 was enacted as an emergency measure effective March 17, 2009, 

LD 110 An Act To Allow School Buses To Travel at the Posted Speed Limit on 

the Interstate and the Maine Turnpike 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CRAY OTP 

The bill allows school buses to travel at the posted speed limit on Maine's portion of the Interstate Highway System, 

including the Maine Turnpike. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chap(er9 al)ows schoolbuses to trt.vel at the posted speed limit on Maine's portion of the 

Interstate. Highway System, including the Maine Turnpike. 

LD 111 Resolve, To Name Part of Route 16 the Alton E. Worcester Highway 

Sponsor(s) 

JOHNSON 

SMJTHD 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

This resolve narues the part of Route 16 that runs through Kingsbury Plantation from Mayfield Township to the 

Town of Abbot the Alton E. Worcester Highway. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve2009, chaplt)rSnarues the part of Route 16 that runs through Kingsl)ury Plautationfrom Mayfield 

Town~hip to the Town of Abbot the Alton E. Worcester Highway. 
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An Act To Prohibit the Use of Handheld Cellular Telephones while 

Driving 

Sponsor(s) 

CROCKETTP 
SULLIVAN 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill prohibits the use of a handheld cellular telephone while operating a motor vehicle and makes the offense a 

traffic infraction. The bill clarifies that law enforcement officers, corrections officers, firefighters, drivers of 
authorized emergency vehicles, holders of commercial driver1s licenses, physicians, municipal public works 
personnel, Maine Turnpike Authority personnel and state transportation personnel, including all employees and 
contractors of the Department of Transportation, may use handheld cellular telephones while driving within the 

scope of their e1nployrnent. 

LD 126 

The bill: 

An Act To Amend Certain Laws Affecting Transportation 

Sponsor(s) 

HOGAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-477 

1. Clarifies language pertaining to the responsibility of private culvert replacement and repair on a state 
right-of-way; 

2. Extends to all Maine roads a weight tolerance for vehicle auxiliary power units that was previously authorized for 
interstate highways under the federal Energy Policy Act of 2005; 

3. Defines 0 auxiliary power unit," "combination vehicle" and 11heavy duty vehicle"; and 

4. Clarifies that the exemption of the Maine Turnpike and Interstate 95 in Kittery from the definition of 11interstate 
highway," 11interstate system" and ninterstate highway system" applies only to weight limits. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~477) 

This amendment, which is the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation, further clarifies 
language pertaining to the responsibility of private culvert replacement and repair on a state right-of-way. When the 

department determines a culvert replacement is required for an existing driveway, entrance or approach located 
within the highway limits as part of a capital highway or ditching project or emergency response effort where the 
culvert replacement is required to reestablish access to an abutting property, the department is responsible for the 

cost of the replacement. When the department determines a culvert replacement is not required for an existing 
driveway, entrance or approach located within the highway limits, the abutter is responsible for the cost of any 

replacement. 

The amendment eliminates the sections of the bill relating to auxiliary power units. The amendment eliminates from 
the bill the section defining "heavy duty vehicle. 11 The amendment also further clarifies the definition of 11interstate 

highway, 11 "interstate system" and "interstate highway system." 
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Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 315 clarifies the responsibility of private culvert replacement and repair on a state. 

right~of-way: _When rt,1,e depfilt,nieni determines a culverl;repl_aCerrieilt iS-requifed for fill.existing driveW_ay~_:elltraitce 
or approach located within the highway limits ";$.part ofa capital highway or ditching projector emergency response 

effort where the culvert replacement is required to .reestablish access to an abuttingproperty,the departmentis 

responsible for the cost of the replacement. W.hen the department determines a culvert replacement is not required 

for an existing driveway, entr·ance or approach located within the highway limits, the abutter is responsible for the 

cost of any replacement· 

The law also _clarifies the definition _of "interstate highway ,1' "i11~erstate system 11 and 11int~st3.te hfghway syst'em. 11 

LD 133 An Act To Allow a Duplicate Vanity License Plate in a Different 

Classification of Plate 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ROSENR ONTP 

This bill repeals the prohibition that vanity plates may not duplicate vanity plates issued in another class of plate. 

LD 145 An Act To Require the Secretary of State To Notify Vehicle Owners of 

Impending Registration Expiration 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

RICHARDSON W ONTP 

This bill requires the Secretary of State to notify the owner or owners of a registered vehicle at least 30 days prior to 

the expiration of the vehicle1s annual registration. The bi11 also increases the annual registration fee for an 

automobile, pickup truck or sport utility vehicle by $1, from $35 to $36. 

LD 152 An Act Relating to Autocycles 

Sponsor(s) 

CONNOR 

DAMON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM H-25 

This bill defines an autocycle as an enclosed, 3-wheeled motorcycle with certain additional safety equipment and 

establishes provisions for registration, operator licensing and limitations on operation of an autocyCle. An autocycle 

would be allowed to operate only on roads with a posted speed limit of 45 miles per hour or less. An autocycle may 

not be designed or used primarily for the transport of cargo or materials. 

Committee Amendment "A11 (H-25) 
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This amendment provides that an autocycle may be equipped with a roll bar or enclosed cab in order to meet the 

general safety inspection standards. The amendment provides that an autocycle may only transport cargo in 

compliance with manufacturer specifications. The atnendment removes the requirement for protective headgear. 

The a1nendment removes the requirement that a person operating an autocycle must possess a valid operator's license 

of any class with a motorcycle endorsement or a motorcycle operator's license, and clarifies that a person operating 

an autocycle must possess a valid operator1s license. Finally, the amendment requires the Secretary of State to 

submit a report to the 125th Legislature regarding autocycles and repeals the provisions of law regarding autocycles 

90 days after adjournment of the First Regular Session of the !25th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law2009, ch~pter 55 p;o~ides that an autocycle may be eq,;ipped with a rollbar ~r enclo;~d ~ab in order to 

~eel the general safety inspection standards'. It provides that an autocycle niay only transpo1t cargo in compliaiwe 
with_1nanufacturer specificatil)ns_. It·alsO clarifies that a p·efSon-Operatillg ati.autocycle must possess a valid 

operatm's ]ic~nse. Finally, it requires the Secretary of State lo submit a. report to the I 25th Legislature regarding 

au(ocycles and repeals the provisions of law regarding autocycles 9Q days after adjournment of the First Regular· 

,Session of the !25th Legislature .. 

LD 169 An Act To Allow a Newly Licensed Driver To Transport a Foreign 

Exchange Student Who Lives with That Driver's Family 

PUBLIC 10 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) 

PLOWMAN 

DIAMOND 

Committee Report 

OTP 

Amendments Adopted 

S-3 PLOWMAN 

This bill allows a person under 18 years of age to transport a foreign exchange student that is living with that 

person's family. 

Senate Amendment "A" (S~3) 

This amendment adds an emergency prea1nble and emergency clause to the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, ch~pter 10 allows a person under fa years of llge to transport a foreign ei<ehange sllldent that is. 

living with that. person's family. 

Public Law 2009, chapterlO -,vas enacted as an emergency measure effective March 23, 2009. 

LD 178 An Act To Create the Support Animal Welfare Registration Plate 

Sponsor(sl Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

NUTTINGJ OTP-AM S-8 

This bill creates the Support Animal Welfare special registration plate. Proceeds from the plate would be divided 

equally between the animal welfare auxiliaiy fund and the Companion Animal Sterilization Fund, both of which are 

administered by the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources. 
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Committee Amendment "A" (S-8) 

The amendment adds an appropriations and allocations section. This a1nendment incorporates a fiscal note. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter. 73 creates the Support Animal Welfare special registration plate. Proceeds from the plate 

will be divided equally between the all.imalwelfar.e auxiliary fund and the Compafilon Animal Sterilization Fund, 

both of which ar.eadministeredby the Depar.tment of Agriculture, Food and. Rural Resources. 

LD213 An Act To Allow Military Reenlistees To Obtain a Veterans 

Registration Plate 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

SAVIELLO OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-66 

This bill allows a person who served at least one tour of duty in the United States Anned Forces and who reenlists 

into the United States Armed Forces to be eligible to receive veterans registration plates for vehicles and 

motorcycles upon application. It also adds reenlistees to those eligible to receive the special commemorative decals 

for medals awarded. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-66) 

This amendment, which replaces the bill, provides that any person who has served in the United States Armed 

Forces for at least 3 years and who continues to serve qualifies for special veterans registration plates for 1notor 

vehicles and a motorcycle. The amendment also directs the Secretary of State to recall the special veterans 

registration plate ofa recipient who has been less than honorably discharged from the United States Armed Forces. 

The arnend1nent also provides that the Secretary of State is not required to purchase or manufacture additional 

special veterans registration plates ifthe demand by applicants who qualify for the plates exceeds the ar.mual supply. 

If the demand exceeds the annual supply, the amendment directs the Secretary of State to maintain a waiting list for 

those who qualify for special veterans registration plates and to issue plates at the earliest date on which plates are 

available. 

Enacted Law Summary 

----- ----

PublicLaw 2009, chapter sq p'.9vides that any pe'.'onwho has ~ervedfo the Unit.ed States Armed Forces for.at least 

3 years an.d who continues to serve qualifies for special veterans registrati9n plates for motor vehicles and a 

!"otorcycle'. It di.reels .the Sec1·etary of S(ate to recall the special ve\erans registration plate of a recipient who has 

been less tharr honorably discliar.ged froni the United S(ates Anned Force~. 

It also provi4es that theSec~etary of State is .not required tbpu;chase ~r manufactureadditiopal special veterans ..... . 

registration plates if the dem~d by applicants who qualify for the plates exce.,ds the. annual supply ... If the demand. 

exceeds the ~nnual.supply, the law directs. the Secretary o f~tate to maintain a waiting list for those who qualify f~r · 

special veterans registration plates and to issue plates at the ear.lies!. date on which plates a.re available. 
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LD221 An Act To Modify the Laws Regarding Seat Belts 

Sponsor(s) 

SULLIVAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

S-9 

This bill adds newspaper delivery persons engaged in the delivery of newspapers to the list of people who do not 

need to be secured in a seat belt. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S~9) 

This amendment, which is the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation, clarifies that a 

newspaper delivery person must be engaged in the actual delivery of newspapers from a vehicle or is performing 

newspaper delivery duties that require frequent entry into and exit from a vehicle to be exempt from the seat belt 

requirement in current law. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law2009, chapter 34 clarifies that a newspaper delivery Pfrson must be engaged in the actual delivery of 
newspapers from a vehicle eris performing newspaper deliyery duties that require frequent entry into .and exit frcim 

a Vehicle-to-be- exempt frOITtthe s~a(b~_lfre'quire1llent ·in .cufren:i)aw. 

LD240 An Act To Extend the Exception to Axle Fines during the Midwinter 
Season 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

JACKSON OTP-AM S-10 

This bill removes the repeal date of the law that allows exceptions to axle fines during the midwinter. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-10) 

The committee amendment adds a sunset of September 15, 2011 to that portion oflaw in the Maine Revised 

Statutes, Title 29-A, section 2360-A that eliminates axle weight fine violations during the months of January and 

February on most state roads. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P.;Wic L~w 2009;~h~pter 444ad.ds a~ul1~etof s~pte,;,ber 15, 201i to that porlionoflawinthe.l\1ail1eR.evi;ea · 
Statutes, Title 2~-A,secti9n 2360-A that eliminates rode weight fine violations during the months of January and 
Februaiy on most state roads. 

Public Law 2009, chapter 444 was enacted as an emergency Dleasure ej'fective June 18, 2009. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

Resolve, To Direct the Department of Transportation To Establish a 

Memorial Park Honoring Veterans in Topsham 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

GOODALL LTW 

This resolve directs the Department of Transportation to establish and designate with appropriate signs and notices a 
memorial park off Route 196 in the Town of Topsham to honor the memory of those who have served in the milita1y 
and lost their lives in Iraq or Afghanistan. 

LD261 An Act To Increase Safety in Construction Zones 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ROTUNDO ONTP 

This bill provides that a person may not operate a motor vehicle while using a mobile telephone or handheld 
electronic device in an area in which the Commissioner of Transportation or the Executive Director of the Maine 
Turnpike Authority has restricted the speed limit for construction or maintenance activity. The bill also provides 

that the penalty for a violation of this provision is at least $50 for the first offense and at least $250 for the 2nd or 
subsequent offense. 

LD262 Resolve, Directing the Department of Transportation To Install a 

Flashing Light in Charleston 

Sponsor(s) 

IBO MAS 
PLOWMAN 

Committee Rep01i Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This resolve directs the Department of Transportation to install a flashing red and yellow traffic signal at the 
intersection of Route I IA, School Road and Atkinson Road in Charleston. 

LD263 An Act To Provide Placards to Drivers Who for Medical Reasons Are 

Not Required To Wear Seat Belts 

Sponsor(s) 

CLARKH 

JACKSON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

821 

Amendments Adopted 

H-11 

LEAVE TO 
WITHDRAW 

ONTP 

ONTP 

PUBLIC 436 



Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

This bill allows a driver who for medical reasons cannot wear a seat belt to receive a placard indicating the driver is 

not required to wear a seat belt. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-11) 

This amendment, which is the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation, provides that a 

certificate from a physician, which documents a person1s medical condition and the opinion of the physician, is valid 

for the period designated by the physician and may not exceed one year. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PubiicLaw 2009, chapter 436 allows a dri"'er who for medicalreasons cannot wear a seat belt to receive a 

placard indicating the driver is not required to weara seatbelt. It.also provides that a certificate from a 
physician, whi.ch documents a persm1's medical condition andthe opinion of the physician, is valid for the 

period designated by .the physician and may n()t exceed one year; 

LD269 An Act To Appropriate Funds To Equip State Trooper Cars with Cages 

Sponsor(s) 

BEAUDOIN 

NASSR 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill includes a one-time General Fund appropriation of $73,950 and a one-time Highway Fund allocation of 
$71,050 to equip each state trooper vehicle with a security cage and an ongoing General Fund appropriation of 

$15,300 and an ongoing Highway Fund allocation of$14,700 to move the units from old vehicles to new vehicles. 

LD296 Resolve, To Name the Gorham Bypass 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

KNAPP OTP 

This resolve names the new Gorham bypass the Bernard P, Rines Bypass. 

Enacted Law Summary 

l.lesolve2oo9, chapter 6.names the 11ew Gorha;l}'~ypass the Bernard P .. Rines Bypass. 

LD297 An Act To Ensure That Medical Equipment Found in a Repossessed 
Vehicle Is Returned to the Owner 

Sponsor(s) 

CRAY 

SHERMAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 
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This bill provides that the lienholder of a repossessed vehicle must return medical equipment found within that 
vehicle to the owner of the vehicle. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-26) 

This amendment, which replaces the bill, provides that if a consumer notifies a debt collector that unsecured 
property taken with a repossessed vehicle includes a medical device or equipment necessary for health and welfare 

and that the consumer does not have practicable means to retrieve the medical device or equipment, then the debt 
collector is required to make arrangements to have the medical device or equipment promptly returned to the 

consumer if the consumer has made a reasonable request that the medical device or equipment be returned. It also 
provides that the debt collector can add the cost of retwning the medical device or equipment to the consumer's debt. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapi~i4s providesthatifa .consumer notifi~~ ~ debtcllliectlli iliaiunsecl!red proper1y taken with· 
a repossessed vehicle includes a medical device or equipment necessary for betuth and welfare and that the · 

boiisUIIler dae·s not have praCtica_ble _means_ to retrley~ ihe_ medical device or equiPment~ th-en th~_ debt co~lector-is 
required to make arrangements tohave the medical device. ()r equipment promptly returned to the consum~r if the 
con.sumer has made .a reasonable request that the medical. devi~e or equipmentbe returned. It also provides that the 

debt collectnr can add the cost of returning the m.edical de.vice or equipment f<> the consumer's debt. 

LD333 An Act Making Unified Highway Fund and Other Funds Allocations for 

the Expenditures of State Government and Changing Certain 

Provisions of the Law Necessary to the Proper Operations of State 

Government for the Fiscal Years Ending June 30, 2009, June 30, 2010 

and June 30, 2011 

Sponsor(s) 

MAZUREK 
DAMON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-539 

H-582 PIOTTI 

Part A makes appropriations and allocations of funds for the 2009-20 I 0 biennium. 

Part B makes appropriations and allocations of funds for approved reclassifications and range changes. 

PUBLIC 413 
EMERGENCY 

Part C recognizes projected additional Personal Services savings in the Statewide Attrition account in the 
Department of Administrative and Financial Services for Highway Fund departments and agencies statewide from an 
increase in the attrition rate from 1.6% to 5% for the 20 I 0-2011 biennium. It authorizes the State Budget Officer to 
transfer funds and adjust the allocations to the affected departments and agencies. 

Part D requires the State Budget Officer to calculate the savings in each Highway Fund account for the Executive 

Branch Departments and Independent Agencies Statewide from not granting a 4o/o salary increase effective January 
1, 2009 to unclassified employees whose salaries are subject to the Govemor1s adjustment or approval. It authorizes 
the transfer of the savings by financial order upon approval of the Governor. These transfers are considered 

adjustments to allocations in fiscal years 2009-10 and 2010-11. 

Part E authorizes the Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services to offer an employee retirement 

incentive program, designed to encourage employees who are eligible to retire to do so. It requires the State Budget 
Officer to calculate the savings and transfer the amounts by financial order upon approval of the Governor. It 

requires that the vacated positions remain vacant from August 1, 2009 to June 30, 2011. 
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Part F auth01izes the Maine Municipal Bond Bank to issue up to $50,000,000 of GARVEE bonds for transportation 

projects programmed in fiscal years 2009-10 and 20 I 0-11. 

Part G authorizes the State Controller to transfer amounts exceeding $100,000 from the unallocated balance in the 
Highway Fund after all commitments to the Highway and Bridge Capital and Maintenance and Operations programs 

within the Department of Transportation for capital needs. 

Part H allows the transfer of Personal Services savings in the Highway and Bridge Capital and Maintenance and 
Operations programs within the Department of Transportation for capital needs. 

Part I requires the Chief Information Officer to review the current organizational structure, systems and operations 
of information technology units to improve organizational efficiency and cost-effectiveness. It authorizes the Chief 
Information Officer to manage and operate all ihfonnation technology systems in the executive branch and to 
approve all information technology expenditures from a consolidated account. It requires the Chieflnfonnation 
Officer to identify savings and position eliminations to the Highway Fund and other funds from efficiencies. It 
requires the State Budget Officer to transfer position counts and available balances by financial order upon approval 
of the Governor to the Office of Information Technology consolidated account for the provision of those services. 
These transfers are considered adjustments to authorized position count, appropriations and allocations in fiscal 
years 2009-10 and 2010-11. 

Part J transfers the savings to the Highway Fund from changing the Highway Fund and General Fund allocations in 
the State Police account to the TransCap Trust Fund in accordance with Public Law 2007, chapter 682, section 3. 

Part K changes the portion of the employee health insurance premium that is paid by the State. Historically, the 
State has contributed lOOo/o of the premium cost for each employee. The contribution will be reduced for employees 
earning at least $50,000 annually, declining to 95% for employees earning at least $50,000 but less than $90,000 
yearly, and to 90% for employees earning $90,000 or more each year. It requires the State Budget Officer to 

calculate the savings and transfer those amounts by financial order upon approval of the Governor. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-539) 

Part A provides appropriations and allocations necessary for the operation of State Government for the fiscal years 
ending June 30, 2010 and June 30, 2011. 

Part B provides appropriations and allocations to provide funding for approved reclassifications and range changes. 

Part C recognizes projected additional Personal Services savings in the Statewide Attrition account in the 
Department of Administrative and Financial Services for Highway Fund departments and agencies statewide from an 
increase in the attrition rate from 1.6% to 5% for the 2010-2011 biennium. It authorizes the State Budget Officer to 
transfer funds and adjust the allocations to the affected departments and agencies. 

Part D requires the State Budget Officer to calculate the savings in each Highway Fund account for the Executive 
Branch Departments and Independent Agencies - Statewide account from not granting a 4% salary increase effective 
January I, 2009 to unclassified employees whose salaries are subject to the Governor's adjustment or approval. It 
authorizes the transfer of the savings by financial order upon approval of the Governor. These transfers are 
considered adjustments to allocations in fiscal years 2009-10 and 2010-11. 

Part E requires the State Budget Officer to calculate the savings that have occurred as a result of the retirement 
incentive program authorized by Public Law 2009, chapter 213, Part Y and transfer the amounts by financial order 

upon approval of the Governor. 

Part F authorizes the Maine Municipal Bond Bank to issue up to $50,000,000 ofGARVEE bonds for transportation 
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projects programmed in fiscal years 2009-10 and 2010-11. 

Part G authorizes the State Controller to transfer amounts exceeding $100,000 from the unallocated balance in the 
Highway Fund after all commitments to the Highway and Bridge Capital, Highway and Bridge Light Capital and 

Maintenance and Operations programs within the Department of Transportation for capital needs. 

Part Hallows the transfer of Personal Services savings in the Highway and Bridge Capital, Highway and Bridge 

Light Capital and Maintenance and Operations programs within the Department of Transportation for capital and all 
other needs. 

Part I requires the Chieflnfonnation Officer to review the current organizational structure, systems and operations 
of information technology units to improve organizational efficiency and cost-effectiveness. It authorizes the Chief 
Information Officer to manage and operate all information technology systems in the executive branch in accordance 
with a memorandum of agreement with each agency. It authorizes the Chief Information Officer to approve all 
information technology expenditures from a consolidated account. It requires the Chief Information Officer to 
identify savings and position eliminations to the Highway Fund and other funds from efficiencies. It requires the 
State Budget Officer to transfer position counts and available balances by financial order where allowable upon 
approval of the Governor to the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Office of Information 
Technology consolidated account for the provision of those services, such that all the infonnation technology 
services that are funded by the Highway Fund are reflected in future Highway Fund budgets as Highway Fund 
allocations. These transfers are considered adjustments to authorized position count, appropriations and allocations 
in fiscal years 2009-10 and 20IOw11. It requires an annual reconciliation between actual services rendered and 
services budgeted and directs that any savings be returned to the Highway Fund as unallocated surplus. It provides 
for an annual report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction ·over transportation matters 
and allows an agency to request more frequent reconciliations regarding info1mation technology services specific to 
that agency. 

Part J transfers the savings to the Highway Fund from changing the Highway Fund and General Fund allocations in 
the State Police account to the TransCap'Trust Fund in accordance with Public Law 2007, chapter 682, section 3. 

Part K requires the State Budget Officer to calculate the savings achieved from changes made to employee health 
insurance and transfer those amounts by financial order upon approval of the Governor. 

Part L requires that the State Budget Officer calculate the amount of savings that applies against each Highway Fund 
account for all departments and agencies from savings associated with eliminating inerit increases and transfer the 
amounts by financial order upon the approval of the Governor. 

Part M requires the State Budget Officer to calculate the savings achieved from the shutdown of State Government. 

for 10 days in each year of the 2010-2011 biennium. 

Pait N authorizes the State Controller to transfer $5,341,830 from the Highway Fund Compensation and Benefit 
Plan account to the unallocated surplus of the Highway Fund at the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 2009. 

Part 0 authorizes a decrease in the allocation for the Urban-Rural Initiative Program in fiscal year 2009-10 due to 
the decrease in the Highway Fund allocation to the Department of Transportation for highway purposes for fiscal 

year 2008-09. 
This Part provides for a reduction in funding to the Urban-Rural Initiative Program of$5,000,000 in fiscal year 

2010-11. 

Part P provides that a total of $104,431 in fiscal year 2009-10 from Highway Fund accounts in the Legislature and 

the Office of Program Evaluation and Government Accountability lapses to the unallocated surplus of the Highway 
Fund in fiscal year 2009-10. 
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Part Q clarifies that the bridge TransCap Trust Fund revenue bonds authorized by Public Law 2007, chapter 647 can 

be used for the removal or related capital costs of bridges. 
This Part pennits bond issuers to place limits on the a1nount of borrowing based on revenue strea1ns and provides 
that capital projects funded with TransCap revenue bonds have a useful life as long as the bond term. 

Part R recognizes savings in the Statewide Salary Adjustment account from hnplernenting a decrease in charges 
made by the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Division of Financial and Personnel Services for 
its services. It authorizes the State Budget Officer to transfer funds and adjust the allocations to the affected 
departments and agencies. 

Part S requires the State Budget Officer to calculate the amount of savings that applies against each Highway Fund 
account for all departments and agencies from savings associated with eliminatin'g longevity payments and transfer 
the amounts by financial order upon the approval of the Governor. 

Part T authorizes the Department of Transportation, in cooperation with interested parties, to study the highway 
system classification for the purposes of simplification. The department shall report its results to the Joint Standing 
Committee on Transportation by January 15, 2010. 

Part U makes adjustments to Highway Fund allocations in fiscal year 2008-09. 

Part V provides for funding in fiscal year 2009-10 for reimbursement of sand and salt storage facilities to the Town 
of Trenton and the City of Bath. 

Part W amends the gasoline and special fuel tax statutes to apply the gasoline and diesel fuel tax rates to blended 
fuels containing more than 1 Oo/o gasoline or less than 90% biodiesel and removes redundant language. It also 
amends the indexing statute to prevent an inflation index from being less than one. 

Part X clarifies that any grants issued from the TransCap Trust Fund must be used for capital projects with a useful 
life of at least 10 years and that bonds may be used only for capital projects that have an anticipated useful life of at 

least as long as the bond term. It authorizes the Depart1nent of Transportation to request and the Maine Municipal 
Bond Bank to issue a revenue bond in an amount whereby the resulting annual debt service cost does not exceed 
$10,000,000 to be used for highway reconstruction projects with an estimated useful life of 10 years of greater. 

House Amendment "D" To Committee Amendment "A" (H-582) 

This amendment replaces $5,000,000 of the Highway Fund allocation for the municipal Urban-Rural Initiative 

Program with TransCap Trust Fund revenues, and allocates the Highway Funds previously to be used for the 
Urban-Rural Initiative Program to the Department of Transportation's Highway and Bridge Light Capital program to 
fund an estimated 135 miles of maintenance paving statewide over 2 years. Pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, 
Title 23, section 1802-A, subsection 1-A and section 1803-B, rural Urban-Rural Initiative Program funds must be 

used for capital improvements that have a life expectancy of at least 10 years. 

The amendment removes the authorization of TransCap Trust Fund revenue bonds in Part X, section 2 and replaces 
it with the authorization to issue up to $30,000,000 ofTransCap Trust Fund revenue bonds for capital highway 
projects with an estimated useful life of 10 years or greater. The amendment allocates $25,000,000 of the bond 

proceeds for capital projects having a useful life of at least 10 years and $5,000,000 to eliminate the proposed 
reduction of municipal Urban-Rural Initiative Program funds in fiscal year 2010-11. 

The amendment further ensures that the Department of Transportation may use all funds available in the TransCap 
Trust Fund for its Highway and Bridge Capital program for projects with an estimated useful life of 10 years or 

greater. 
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The amendment also requires the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation to find a solution to fund 600 miles of 
maintenance surface treatment paving per year without further impacts to the TransCap Trust Fund and to submit a 
bill to implement the solution. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PublicLaw 2009, chapter 413 provides appropriations and allocations necessary for the operation ofState 

Goverrnnentfor the fiscal yearsendingJune 30, 2010 and June 30, 2011. It provides appropriations and a!1oc.ations 

to provide funding for approved reclassifications andrnnge changes. It recognizesprojected additional Personal 

Services savings in the Statewide Attrition accoun; in the Department of J\.dministrati~e and Financial Services for 

Highway Fund departments and ag~ncies statewide from an increase.in tbe attrition. rate from 1.6% to 5% for the 

2010-2011 b_ienniurn. It authorizes the State Budget Officer to transfer funds and adjust the allocations. to the 

affected departmentsand agencies. 

It requires th~ State Budget ()fficer to calculate the savings in each Highway Fund ~ccount for the Executive Branch 

J)epartments a!lil Independent Ag~ncies - Statewid_e account from not granting a~% salary increase effective 

!anuary l, 2009 to unclassified em~loyee.swhose salaries are subj~ct to the Govern0r'.s adjustment or approval. n 
aut.h?rizes the !'=sfe; of the savings by financial order upon appr.wal .of the Gov0rnor; These transfers are 
considered.adjustments to allocatiC,11s in fiscal years 2009.IO and 2010-11. 

Itrequires the State Budget Officer to 9alculate the savings that have occurred as a result of the retirement incentive 

program ~llt)l9rized by Public Law 2009, chapter 213, Part Y and transfer the amounts by financial order upon . 

~pproval oftbe (lovemor. 

Itiill!horizesthe.Maine M\l"kipalJ.i°ond Bank to issue up to_$50,000,000of GARVEE·bonds for transportation 

projects programmed in: fiscal years2009-10. and _20.l 0.11. 

Ita:thoriZ!'S ~e State Controller totl"ansferamounts exceeding $}90,000 from the unallocated balance in tbe 

~gh1vay Fund after all c?mmil!nents to the Highway andBridgeCapital, Highway and Bridge Light Capital and 

Mainte.nance and Operations programs witbin the Department of Transportation for capital needs. -· :-. __ , 
\ .'<·:_. ,,-,, .. ·L·:· '· .> ·' . -. . ·:-. < 

It a[ lows the transfer of Pers"onal .services savings in tbe Hi&hway and Bridge Capifal; High"'ay ru".d Bridge Light 
Capital and.Maintenance and Operations programs within the Department ofTransp0rtation for capital and all other 

:_:,-_· ,-,· "-<-- ,;• -

Itre~llif~~the Chieflnf~rtll~ti9n{)fficer to r~view the currenforganization~l structure,systeri:.s arid operations of 

inform.ation technology .unitsto improve organizational effiCien~y and cost-~ffectiveness. It authorizes the Chief 

Infol1llation Officer t~ manage and operate all. information t:chnology systems in the <lx7cutive branch in accordan.ce 

with a me11/orandum ~fagree~ent~ith each agency .. It a~tho1faes the Chief Information Officer to approve all · 
infol1llation te~hnology expenditul"s from. a consolidated acc.ount. Itrequires the (;!Jf eflnfomiation Officer to 

identify s~yings and position eliminations to the Highway Fund and other fonds from efficiencies. It requires the 

SMeBudg,etOfficertotransferposition counts and avaHable balanc~s by financial order.where allowable upon 

appro;yal of th~ Governor to the Department of Administrative and Financia[Services,Office of Information 

Te~hnol9gy cons? Ii dated accounrfo.: the provision of those s0rvic:es, such that all lhfl inforru~tion technology 
servk~s tbat.arefOnded by tbe Highway Fund are reflected in future Highway Fund budgets. as Highway Fund 

~llocatipq.~<-Ih.e-~e-tr~nsfers_ are ".()Il~idered _adjustn1~nts to_ authoriz,ed posit_ion count, _appropriation~ _and alh')cations 
in fiscal gears 2009'10 and 2010-11 ... It requires an annual reconciliatiqn _between actual services rendered and ..• 

servises b~dgeted and directs that any savings be returned fotbe Highway Fund asunallocated smplus. It provides 

for an annualreport lo the joint.standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over transp~rtation matters 

a11d ~ll9WS an, agency·t~ requ~st JtlOl'e frequent-reconciliations ,regarding information _technology Seivices spe<:ific to 
that agen9y, 

It tran~fbrs the savings t~ tire Hi~hway Fund from changing the Highway Fund and General .Fund allocations in the 

827 



Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

St~te Police account t~ th~f,;.ri~Cap Trust Furid in accordancew'it11 Public Law 2()07, ch~pte~ 682, ~ection 3. 

It requires the State Budget Officer to calculate the savings achieved from changes made to employee health 
insurance_ i:indtranSfer_ thOse amorints by financi3I _order upon approval of the Governor. 

Itrequfres that the State Budget Officer calculate the amount of savings that applies against each Highway Fund 
account f6f" all dej)~ents and agencies frO~ savings associated '\Vith elimiriating merit increases and transfer the 
amow1ts by fo;iancial orgerupon the approval of the Governor. · 

Ifrequires the State Budget Officer·to calculate the·savings achieved from the shutdown of State Government for 10 
days in each year of the 2010-201 Lbienniwn. 

It authorizes th~ State Controller to transfer $5,341,830 from the Highway Fund Compensation and Benefit Plan 
account to the unallocated surplus ofthe Highway Fund atthe close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 2009. 

It provides that a total of $104,4~1 in fiscal year 2009,10 from Highway Fund accounts in the Legislature and the 
Office of PrograrnEvaluatiog and Government Accountability lapses to the unallocated surplus of the Highway 
Fund in fis~l!l year2009-10. < · 

It~l,,;.ifles that the pridge Trails Cap Trust Fundrevenue bonds authorized by Public Law 2007, chapter 64 7 can be 

usedf~rth~ rem~val or related capital costs of bridge~. It also permits bond issuers to place limits on the amount of 
boTI"Owing based on revenue strelllils and provides that capital projects funded with TransCap revenue bonds have a 
useful life as.long a5thebond term; 

. . . . . . . ' . . 

itre~o~~s sav~gs inthe Statewide Salary Adjustment account from implementing a decrease in charges made by 
the __ -D_epartpie~t _of Adm,inis1;fativ~--*1td Fin_anciaLServices,--Division __ o_fFinancial and Personnel Services for its 
services,. Itauthorizes the State Budget Officer to transfer funds and adjust the allocations to the affected 
departn;ients and agencies, 

- ' ' -

Itr"q~ji"es the~tate Budget Officerto calculate the amount of savings that applies against each Highway Fund 
accountforalldepa1trnents and ag~.ncies from savings associated with eliminating longevity payments and transfer 
the amounts !Jy financial order upon the approval of the Governor. 

f fa~~~ri~est~~Department ofTransportation, in cooperation with interested parties, to study the highway system 
classificatiqn fotthepurposes of simplification. The department shallrepmtits results to the Joint Standing 
Con:imfttee onJ'ransportation by Ja~uary 15, 2010. . . 

- ,_:--· ,, ' . 
. .-.. ___ , - ' ' -- : '' ' 

Itmakesadjustn:ients to High.way,Fund allocations in fiscal year 2008-09. 
'' -- _·: <·.-

I; provicleNor funding in fi;cal year 2009-1 Oforreimbursement of sand and salt storage facilities to the Town of 
Tienton and tb.e City of Bath, · 

_;-·- ," ; .-},_-:·_ :: ' ·,_ ·:-:.· - ,-

It ameml~tUegasoline ~dspecial fuel tax statutes to apply the gasoline and diesel fuel tax rates to blended fuels 
co~taining!"ore than 10% gasoline Of less than 90% biodiesel and removes redundant language. It also amends the 
indexing statute to prevent an inflation index from being less than one. 

Th.ela.w teplaces $5,000,000 of the Highway Fund ~llocation for the municipal Urban-Rural Initiative Program with 
TransCap Trust Fuµd revenues, and allocates the Highway Funds previously to be used for the Urban-Rural 
Initiative Program to the Department of Transpmtation's Highway and Bridge Light Capital program to fund an 
e~thnaied_-1~_5,_::-~·dles_·ofm~intenance pavihg st_atewid~ over 2 years._- Pursuant_to the Maine Revised Statut_es, _Title 23, 
section l.~02-~'. sub~ectiqn 1-A and. section 1803-B, 1w·al Urban-Rural Initiative Program funds must be used for 
papltal improvements .th~t have a life .eJ>pec)ancy ofat least 10 years. 
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The law authorizes the issuauce of up to $30,000,000 of TrausCap Trnst Fund _revenue bonds for capital highway 

projects with au estimated useful life of 10 years or greater. It allocates $25,000,000 of the bond proceeds for 

capital projects having a useful life of at least 10 years aud $5,000,000 to eliminate the proposed reduction of 

municipal Urban-RrnaLinitiative Program funds in :fiscal year 20 I 0-1 L 

The law further ens mes th~t the Department of Trausportatimi may nse _all funds available in the TrausCap Trust 

Fund for its Highway and Bridge Capital program for projects with au estimated useful life of I 0 years or greater. 

It also requires the Joint Standliig Comm_ittee on Transportation to finda so1ution to fund 600 miles of maintenance 

srnface treatment paving per year without further impacts to the TrausCap Trnst Fund aud to submit a bill to 

implement the solrition. · 

Public _Law 2009, chapter 413 was enacted as an emergency measure effective Jun_e 16, 2009; 

LD338 An Act To Improve the Visibility of Automobiles 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BLISS ONTP 

This bill requires that a motor vehicle1s headlights must be on during atmospheric conditions unfavorable to 

visibility. 

LD343 An Act To Establish a Specialty License Plate To Increase Funding for 

Autism Programs 

Sponsor(s) Committee Repmt Amendments Adopted 

PERRYJ ONTP 

This bill establishes a specialty license plate to increase funding for autism programs. 

ONTP 

ONTP 

LD356 An Act To Increase the Safety of Automobile Drivers ACCEPTED ONTP 

REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

BLISS 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill requires an operator of a vehicle to be properly secured in the operator's seat belt instead of simply secured. 

This requires the chest strap to be used by operators in addition to the lap belt. 
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Committee Amendment ''A'' (S~11) 

This amendment incorporates a fiscal note. 

LD383 An Act To Ensure That All Toll and Intermodal Transportation 

Facilities and Roadway Lighting within the Maine Turnpike Corridor 

Are Consistent with Maine's Quality of Place Goals 

Sponsor(s) 

HILL 
BOWMAN 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill provides that all contracts and agreements relating to the construction or reconstruction of toll facilities and 

intermodal transportation facilities and to the replacement or installation of permanent outdoor luminaires within the 
Maine Turnpike corridor must be certified by the Executive Department, State Planning Office as meeting quality of 

place goals as established by the State Planning Office by rule. 

ONTP 

LD386 An Act To Establish a Process for the Determination of a Reasonable 

Price in the Use of Eminent Domain by the Maine Turnpike Authority 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

HILL 
BOWMAN 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill requires that, when taking property by eminent domain, the Maine Turnpike Authority determine the fair 
market value of property or interests to be one of the following, whichever yields the highest value: 

I. The average fair market value of the property or interests over the previous 5 years; 

2. The average fair market value of the property or interests over the previous 10 years; or 

3. The average fair market value of the property or interests over the previous number of years equal to the number 

of years between the previous 2 municipal property valuations for property tax purposes. 

The bill also provides that the Maine Turnpike Authority may not acquire by eminent domain any property or 
interests unless the authority publicly documents that no other site or design is consistent with public convenience 

and necessity. The bill also provides that the Maine Turnpike Authmity may not use the cost of a site or design as a 
factor when determining whether a site or design is consistent with public convenience and necessity. 

Committee Amendment ''A'' (H-67) 

This amendment incorporates a fiscal note. 
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An Act To Ensure That Fair and Actual Funds from Maine Turnpike 
Authority Toll Receipts Be Given to the Department of Transportation 
Annually 

Sponsor(s) 

HILL 
BOWMAN 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill requires that the Maine Turnpike Authority submit to an annual audit by the State Auditor to determine 

compliance with the law governing the use of turnpike revenues. 

LD412 An Act To Create an Animal Welfare Trailer License Plate 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PLOWMAN ONTP 

This bill establishes a specialty license plate for trailers to support animal welfare. The registration and renewal fees 

would support the Animal Welfare Fund, which helps support the expenses of furnishing animal license blanks, 

stickers and tags, travel expenses and salaries for animal welfare personnel, costs and payments to animal shelters 

and other expenses necessary in the administration of the laws concerning animal welfare. 

LD432 An Act To Ensure That the Maine Turnpike Authority Conducts Public 
Hearings for Construction and Reconstruction Projects and That All 
Public Records of the Maine Turnpike Authority Are Open for 
Inspection 

Sponsor(s) 

HILL 
BOWMAN 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill provides that all public records, as defined in Maine's freedom of access laws, of the Maine Turnpike 

Authority must be open for public inspection. 

The bill also directs the Maine Turnpike Authority to conduct public hearings that give municipalities and other 

political subdivisions of the State and members of the public notice of and opportunity to comment on transportation 

planning, capital investment and project decisions prior to any construction or reconstruction project on the turnpike. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

Resolve, Directing the Department of Transportation To Install a 

Traffic Light at an Intersection in Sabattus 

Sponsor(s) 

DOSTIE 
NUTTINGJ 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This resolve directs the Department of Transportation to install a traffic signal at the intersection of Route 132 and 

Route 126 where they connect to Pleasant Hill Road in the Town of Sabattus. 

LD 436 An Act To Include Trucks in the Definition of "Low-speed Vehicle" 

Sponsor(s) 

THERIAULT 
JACKSON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-24 

This bill amends the definition of "low-speed vehicle11 to mean a 4-wheeled motor vehicle so that it includes trucks 

as well as auto1nobiles. This bill removes language regarding ATVs, since the definition of 11motor vehicle11 already 

excludes ATVs. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-24) 

This amendment retains language regarding ATVs to clarify that low-speed vehicles do not include ATVs. This 
amendment also increases the weight limit for low-speed vehicles to the maximum permitted by federal rule. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public L~w 2009, chapter 42lllnend~ the deflnitlcm of "16w,.spee4vehi~l~''to11lean a4,wheeled mbtCJrvO'hicle ;o 
that it includes trucl<s as well as ~utomobiles. H. also increases the weight limif for Jow,sj:leed vehicles to. the · 
m~mumpennitted by federal rule; 

LD437 An Act To Require a Person under 18 Years of Age To Wear a Helmet 

While on a Motorcycle 

Sponsor(s) 

CAIN 
GERZOFSKY 

Committee Report 

OTP MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill changes the age under which a motorcycle operator or passenger is required to wear protective headgear 

from under 15 years ofage to under 18 years of age. This change would bring the headgear requirements for 
motorcycle operators or passengers into conformity with the headgear requirements for snowmobile operators or 

passengers on trails funded by the Snowmobile Trail Fund and ATV operators or passengers. 

Enacted Law Summary 

pu.blic Law2009,.chapter 50 cllal)ges the age uilder.which amotor~ycle operatoi'or passengerisr~quired to wear . . 
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pf~ttocti~e headgear fr~m 'und~ri5 ye~;~ ~fage to tinder 18 years of ag.;. This chaoge brings the h~~clge~~ . 
requirements for motorcycle operators or passengers into conformity with the headgear requirements for snowmobile 

operators or passengerson trails funded by the Snowmobile Trail Fund and ATV operators or passengers. 

LD451 An Act To Clarify the Law Regarding Reinstatement of a Driver's 

License 

Sponsor(s) Committee Rep01t Amendments Adopted 

BRIGGS 

BRYANTB 

OTP-AM H-38 

This bill requires that upon the suspension of a drivees license, the court or the Secretary of State infonn the driver 

that the license will be reinstated only upon payment of the reinstatement fee. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-38) 

This amendment, which replaces the bill, excludes a conviction for 11operating after suspension" as an offense used 

to define nhabitual offender" when the suspension upon which the conviction is predicated is based solely on failure 

to pay a reinstatement fee. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P.ubli~-'1:~~~·2009~·~h·~pter.-·58 .exci~deS aOO-~viction r~r-:_·-·Op-e~atillg.:afteI .. Sllspe~i~ii·.··as ~ .d{fe~~.~:~~·~cft~··-d~fine -
''habitualoffender0 when the suspension upon which the conviction is predicated is based solely on failure to pay a 
reinstateinent- fee~· 

PUBLIC 58 

LD452 An Act To Include the Town of Falmouth as a Member of the Greater 

Portland Transit District 

PUBLIC 18 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) 

NELSON 

AL FOND 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

This bill includes the Town of Falmouth as a member of the Greater Portland Transit District. The bill authorizes 

other municipalities located wholly or partially in the Portland Area Comprehensive Transportation System to apply 

and be accepted for membership in the Greater Portland Transit District. The bill also authorizes the representation 

of those municipalities on the board of directors of the Greater Portland Transit District to be determined by mutual 

agreement between the municipality and the board of directors of the Greater Portland Transit District. The bill also 

defines 11Portland Area Comprehensive Transportation System. 11 

Enacted Law Summary 

PubllcLaw2009, chapt~~ 18 includes the Town ~fFalmouth as a member of the Gr~ate~ Portla~d Tr~sit rn;irict. It 
a11thorizes other municipalities located wholly or partially in the. Portland j\reaComprehensive Transportatiop 

Systell1 to apply and be accepted for membership in the GreaterPortlaod Transit J:?istrict. It also authorizes the 

representation of th\>se municipalities on theboardof directors of the .Greater PortlandTransit I;>i~trict to. be 

determined. by mUtlJ~I agreell1e'!t between tile municipality aodthe board of directors. of the Greater Portland Traosit 

Dis.trict. The law also defines "Pqr,tland Area Comprehensive Trall$portation System." 

' .·.·.< 

Public Lmy 2009, chapter 18 was enacted as an emergency measure effective April 3, 2009. 
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LD 453 An Act To Require Motorcyclists To Wear Helmets ACCEPTED ONTP 

REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

BEAUDOIN 
BOWMAN 

Committee Report 

ONfP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill makes statutory changes to require operators and passengers of motorcycles on public ways to wear 
protective helmets. This bill also corrects cross-references. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-297) 

This amendment adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

LD 485 An Act To Allow Public-private Investment in Transportation 

Infrastructure Projects 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

MACDONALD ONTP 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill authorizes the Department of Transportation to pursue public-private partnerships for the construction of 
certain transportation facilities. The bill establishes a process for entering into a public-private agreement and 
authorizes both solicited and unsolicited proposals for public-private partnerships for the construction of 
infrastructure projects, including highways and bridges. Finally, the bill provides that infrastructure projects must 

have the concurrence of the department and be consistent with the Sensible Transportation Policy Act. 

LD 486 An Act To Make Allocations from Maine Turnpike Authority Funds for 

the Maine Turnpike Authority for the Calendar Year Ending December 

31, 2010 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-109 

This bill makes allocations from gross revenues of the Maine Turnpike Authority for the payment of the authority's 

operating expenses for the calendar year ending December 31, 2010 in accordance with the requirements of the 
Maine Revised Statutes, Title 23, section 1961, subsection 6. 

Committee Amendment "B" (H-110) 

Effective February 1, 2009, the Maine Turnpike .Authority increased turnpike toll rates, raising $20,100,000 in 

revenue for the authority1s operating expenses. This amendment, which is the minority report, directs the Maine 
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Turnpike Authority to roll back the toll increase ofFebruaty 1, 2009 and decreases the Maine Turnpike Authority's 

operating budget by $20,100,000. The ainendment makes allocations from Maine Turnpike Authority funds of 

$24,536,751 for the authority's operating expenses for the calendar year ending December 31, 2010. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-109) 

This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, incorporates a fiscal note. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Private and Special Law 2009, ·chapter 16 makes allocations from gross revenues of the Maine Twnpike Authority 

for the payment of the authority's operating expenses for the calendar year ending December 31, 2010 in accordance 

with the requireme_nts of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 23, section 1961, subsection 6. 

LD513 An Act To Update the Casco Bay Island Transit District Enabling Law 

Sponsor(s) 

HARLOW 

BLISS 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

This bill amends the charter of the Casco Bay Island Transit District by giving the district authority to provide 

support services, such as parking for inhabitants of the islands comprising the district as well as other passengers 

served by the district. This bill also clarifies that the director from the Town of Chebeague Island must be a resident 

or property owner, the same as any of the others directors. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Prlvat~ mdSpe~fulLa,;;2oo9,;;h~pt~r 3 amends th;; charter of the c,,;co Bay _Island Tl'\'11sit District by giving the . .. . . . ..... . 

district authority to provide support services, such as parking -for inhabitants of the islands .comprising the diWict aS 
)Veil as 0th.er passengers served by the district It also clarifies that the director from the Town of Chebeague Island 

niu~t~-~ a resident-or p~_op_erty __ o~er, the sa~e as any of the-others cl,i_rec_t()_rS: 

P&S3 

LD537 Resolve, To Return Two-thirds of the Purchase Cost of Sears Island to 

the People of Maine 

DIED BETWEEN 
HOUSES 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CE BRA 

This resolve directs the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue Services to rebate 

2/3 of either the amount of state funds used to purchase 931 acres on Sears Island or the cu1Tent market value of the 

931-acre state-owned portion of Sears Island, whichever is higher, to taxpayers who are residents of the State. 
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LD 541 Resolve, Regarding the Retention of Dealer Plates in Light of Recent 

Economic Conditions 

RESOLVE14 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) 

BROWNE 
GOOLEY 

Committee Rep01t 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-10 

This resolve places a moratorium from February 1, 2009 to August 31, 2010 on reducing the number of dealer plates 
a motor vehicle dealer may have based on a failure to make minimum sales requirements. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-10) 

This amendment places a moratorium from February 1, 2009 to August 31, 2010 on denial of a renewal of a dealer's 
license solely because the dealer failed to meet minimum sales requirements. The amendment also adds an 

emergency preamble and emergency clause to the resolve. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 14 places amoratoriumfrom February l, 2009 to A~gust 31, 2010 on denial of a renewal 
of a dealer's licens.e solely because the dealer.fail\)d to meet minimum sales requirements; 

:-_-, --__ ,-:_-_,___ -> - -J--' -- -- - -

]{eiolv; 2oo9, ·chapter J 4. was enacted as an emergency measure effec.tive April 21, 2009. . 

LD542 

This bill: 

An Act Pertaining to the TransCap Trust Fund in the Maine Municipal 

Bond Bank 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CE BRA ONTP 

I. Eliminates a reference to a section of law that does not exist and cites within the TransCap Trust Fund statute the 
cotTect sections that concern the transfer by the Treasurer of State of certain fees to the fund; and 

2. Clarifies that any grants issued from the fund must be used for capital projects with a useful life of at least 15 
years. 

LD554 Resolve, To Allow the Department of Transportation To Transfer 

Certain Land to the Greater Grand Isle Historical Society 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

AYOTTE 

JACKSON 
OTP-AM 
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This resolve authorizes the transfer of certain land to the Greater Grand Isle Historical Society. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-9) 

This amendment authorizes the Governor, upon recommendation of the Commissioner of Transportation, to transfer 

certain land to the Greater Grand Isle Historical Society. The resolve directed the Commissioner of Transportation 

to 1nake that transfer. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 9 authorizes. the Governor, upon recommendation of the Commissioner ofTransport~tion, to 
transfer certain land to the Greater Grand Isle Historical Society, It also directs the Commissioner of Transportation 
to make that transfer: 

LD 592 An Act To Increase Mandatory Minimum Insurance Requirements for 

Vehicles for Hire 

Sponsor(s) 

FLAHERTY 
BLISS 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill increases the required minimum insurance coverage for vehicles for hire, including emergency vehicles and 

rental vehicles. 

LD593 Resolve, To Require the Department of Transportation To Improve the 

Safety of the Intersection of Route 4 and the Dill Road in the Town of 
Phillips 

Sponsor(s) 

SAVIELLO 

GOOLEY 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This resolve requires the Department of Transportation to take whatever steps are necessary to make the intersection 

of Route 4 and the Dill Road in the Town of Phillips safer. 

LD 602 An Act To Permit Wrecker Services To Charge for Storage while a 

Vehicle Is under an Order oflmpoundment 

Sponsor(s) Committee Repmt Amendments Adopted 

MILLSP ONTP 

This bill permits wrecker services to charge for storage while a vehicle is under an order of impoundment. 
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An Act To Allow the Operation of Low-speed Vehicles on Higher-speed 

Roads 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

INNES ONTP 

This bill allows a low-speed vehicle to be operated on a road or street with a maximum posted speed limit of 45 
miles per hour, instead of the present limit of35 miles per hour. This bill also repeals the ability of the Department 
of Transportation to prohibit the operation oflow-speed vehicles on a highway in the interest of public safety. 

LD 649 An Act To Reimburse Communities That Have Constructed Sand and 

Salt Sheds Rated Priority 3 and 4 

Sponsor(s) 

PINKHAM 
DAMON 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill allocates $1,275,500 from the Highway Fund for the purpose of providing funds to municipalities for the 
construction of Priority 3 and Priority 4 sand and salt sheds. 

LD661 Resolve, To Provide Equitable Tolls on the Maine Turnpike 

Sponsor(s) 

CHASE 
GOOLEY 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This resolve requires the Maine Turnpike Authority, beginning January 1, 2010, to implement a method of toll 

collecting that levies a standard and equal cost per mile for the miles driven on the Maine Turnpike by drivers using 
a commuter pass, also known as an E-Z Pass. Failure to do so will result in the rollback of turnpike tolls to the 
schedules used in fiscal year 2007-08, which must remain in effect until such time as the Maine Turnpike Authority 

demonstrates to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over transportation matters that 
the standard and equal cost per mile driven rate for drivers using a commuter pass has been implemented. 

LD664 Resolve, Directing the Department of Transportation and the Maine 

Turnpike Authority To Find Efficiencies in the Maine Transportation 

System 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

COURTNEY ONTP 
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This resolve directs the Department of Transportation to conduct a transportation study, with assistance from the 

Maine Tu1npike Authority, that will review operations of the Maine Turnpike Authority and compare its costs with 

the costs of the Department of Transportation, report on the positive and negative aspects of consolidating the Maine 

Turnpike Authority with the Department of Transportation, report on the positive and negative aspects of 

privatization of the Maine Turnpike Authority and report on the availability of new funding sources, such as 

GARVEE bonds through the Maine Municipal Bond Bank and federal grants. This resolve directs the department to 

submit a report with suggested legislation to the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation. The joint standing 
committee is authorized to submit legislation to the Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. 

LD 665 An Act To Enhance Safety on Maine's Bridges 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

NUTTINGJ ONTP 

This bill prohibits a pedestrian from loitering or remaining, without right, on a bridge that has no sidewalk. A 
person who violates the prohibition commits a civil violation for which a fine of not less than $75 and not more than 

$100 may be adjudged for the first violation, a fine of not less than $100 and not more than $500 may be adjudged 

for a 2nd violation and a fine ofnot less than $500 and not more than $1,000 may be adjudged for a 3rd or 

subsequent violation. This prohibition is modeled in part on a similar provision for railroad track and railroad bridge 
safety. 

LD706 An Act To Impose a Maximum Speed Limit of 45 Miles Per Hour on 

Roads on Which a School Bus Stop Is Located 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CONNOR ONTP 

This bill imposes a maximum speed limit of 45 miles per hour on a public way on which a school bus stop is located 

and allows a municipality to petition to exempt a portion of that public way from the speed limit upon a showing that 

there is no school bus stop located in that portion and the portion is an appropriately safe distance from the nearest 

school bus stop. 

LD707 An Act To Settle a Dispute between Andrea LaPointe and Michael 

Barden and the State 

Sponsor(s) 

TREAT 

MCCORMICK 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. 

This bill proposes to require the Department ofTranspo1tation to enter into an agreement with Andrea LaPointe and 

Michael Barden, owners of I 0 Academy Street in Hallowell. The agreement must include the following terms: 
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I. The Department of Transpmiation shall move its fence at I 0 Academy Street in Hallowell 4 feet closer to the 

adjacent railroad tracks than the present position of the fence; 

2. Andrea LaPointe and Michael Barden may have access to the area between the house at 10 Academy Street and 

the Department of Transportation fence only for purposes of maintenance on the house; 

3. Andrea LaPointe and Michael Barden will amend the homeowner's insurance policy on the house at 10 Academy . 

Street to conform to reasonable Department of Transportation specifications; 

4. Andrea LaPointe and Michael Barden may lower the Department of Transportation fence at I 0 Academy Street at 

their own expense; 

5. Andrea LaPointe and Michael Barden may not park any vehicles in the area between the driveway at 10 Academy 

Street and the railroad tracks; and 

6. The agreement may not be used as evidence in a subsequent legal hearing and does not allocate any rights 

between the parties concerning ownership or property or create an easement. 

LD 736 Resolve, Directing the Department of Transportation To Secure 
Funding To Complete the Aroostook North-South Highway Project 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

JACKSON OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-575 MARTIN J L 

S-60 

This resolve directs the Department of Transportation to request all available federal funding included in the 

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of2009 or any successor or substantially similar legislation enacted by 

Congress for the purpose of extending and completing Interstate 95. 

Committee Amendment "A 11 (S-60) 

RESOLVE 139 

This amendment, which replaces the resolve, directs the Department of Transportation to secure full funding to 

complete the Aroostook North-South Highway project beginning with segments in Caribou and Presque Isle through 

all available funding options, including federal funding through stimulus legislation and the reauthorization of 

federal surface transportation legislation, bonds, Highway Fund allocations and public-private partnerships. 

House Amendment "B" To Committee Amendment "A" (H-575) 

This amendment removes the emergency preamble and emergency clause from the committee amendment. This 

amendment also removes the requirement that the Department of Transportation secure full funding to complete the 

Aroostook North-South Highway and instead requires the department to secure funding for the projects listed as 
11significant new capacity projects of all modes and extraordinary bridge replacement, removal or rehabilitation 

projects" in Public Law 2007, chapter 470, which includes the Aroostook North-South Highway. 

Enacted Law Summary 

;Resolve 2009, ch~pter 139 directs the Department of Trfllisportati9n to secure fundihgforthe projectsH;ted as 

''~ignificant ne:w capacity projects of all modes and extra9rdinary bridge replacement, removal .. or rehabilitation 

projects" in Public Law 2007, chapter 470, \Vhichincludes the Aroo~tqok North:§outhHi15hway. 
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LD745 An Act To Allow the Operation of Modified Utility Vehicles on Public 

Ways 

ACCEPTED ONTP 

REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

DAMON 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill allows a modified utility vehicle, commonly known as a utility vehicle, recreational utility vehicle or 

multipurpose utility vehicle, to be registered and operated in Maine with certain limitations. 

A modified utility vehicle that meets specified equipment require1nents may be operated on Maine roads with a 

posted speed limit of 45 miles per hour or less. Due to its modifications, a modified utility vehicle is not an ATV or 

off-road vehicle. Like a low-speed vehicle, a modified utility vehicle is exempt from inspection requirements and is 

registered by application to the Secretary of State, which application must be accompanied by proof of ownership, 

proof of financial responsibility and proof of payment of excise tax. 

In order to avoid the cost of printing a new registration plate specifically for modified utility vehicles, a modified 

utility vehicle is issued a motorcycle registration plate. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-80) 

This amendment, which is the minority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation, cla1ifies the 

definition of "modified utility vehicle 11 and provides that a modified utility vehicle may be a modified all-terrain or 

off-road vehicle. 

LD767 An Act To Promote Fairness and Protect Economic Development in 

Transportation Projects Undertaken by the State 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DAMON OTP-AM S-213 

This bill provides a mechanism for a property owner to sell land to the State that has been identified in a 

transpotiation planning process as likely to be taken in a pending eminent domain proceeding. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-213) 

This amendment provides that if the Department of Transportation is preparing an environmental impact statement 

as required by the federal National Environmental Protection Act of 1969 for permitting for the location of a new 

bypass highway project, and property will be affected by the limits of the final bypass right-of-way, and the property 

owner submits a request in writing that the department acquire that portion of property determined necessary for the 

new bypass highway project, the depaitment is directed to acquire that property if the following 2 conditions are 

met. First, the department must have received a least environmentally damaging practicable alternative 

determination from the United States Army Corps of Engineers that will be incorporated into the environmental 

impact statement for corridor alignment indicating that certain property will be necessary. Secondly, the fair market 

value 1nust be determined according to current law under the laws governing the State Claims Commission. 

The amendment further directs the depa1iment to acquire affected properties within 2 years from the date of issuance 
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of the least environmentally damaging practicable alternative determination from the United States Army Corps of 

Engineers. The amendment provides that if funding for the new bypass highway project is not available or if state or 
federal regulations preclude the department from acquiring real property, the department may extend the time period 
for acquisition of affected properties up to 2 years. Any extension must be submitted to the joint standing committee 
of the Legislature having jurisdiction over transportation matters for its review and comment. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 45.4 provides that.if the DepaitnientofTransportation is preparing an environmental 
impact statement as required by the federal National Environmental Protection Act of 1969 for permitting for the 

lo.cation of anew bypass highway.project, and property will be affected by the limits of the final bypass 
right-of~way, and the property owner submits a request in writing that the department acquire that portion of 

property determined. necessary for the new bypass highway project, the depaitment is directed to acquire that. 
property if the following 2 conditions are met. First, the department must have received a least environmentally 

damagingpracticable altefllati~e dete~ination from the United States Almy Corps of Engineers that will be 
incorporatedjnt? the environmental impact statement for cotridoralignment indicating that cef!aia property will be 

n_~c_essa_i:y. S~~pndly, the fa~_n1arket Value must be dete1m_in_ed.~ccording to CUITentJaw un_der the-laws governing 
the.-.S_tate Claims -Go1nmission.' 

The lawfuither dlrects :the departlllent to acquire affected .Properties within 2 years from the date of issuance of the 

least environ111entallydamaging practicable altemati~e determination from the United States ArmyCorps of 
Engineers. The law provides that if funding for the new bypass highway project is not availab.le or if ~tate or federal 

regulations, precl~de thegepartment fro":' acquiring real property, the department may extend the ti.me period for 
acquisition of affected properties up to 2 years;· Any extension must be submitted to the joint standing committe~ of 
tl,i'e -Legisl_atufe ha Ying jllrisdictiOn over traiisportation rpatters for- itS __ revieW-and comm~nt. 

LD 798 Resolve, Requiring the Department of Transportation To Replace All 

Property Markers along the 85-mile Stretch of the Calais Branch 

Corridor from Washington Junction to Ayers Junction 

Sponsor(s) 

LANGLEY 
DAMON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

LTW 

This resolve requires the Department of Transportation to replace all of the prope1ty markers defining the property 

lines of both the fonner railroad property and the adjoining landowners that have been destroyed as a result of the 
multiuse recreational trail project currently underway and sometimes referred to as the Calais Branch Corridor 
Rehabilitation Project 

LD 843 Resolve, To Designate the Great South Bridge in the Town of Milbridge 

as the Harold West Bridge 

Sponsor(s) 

TILTON 
RAYE 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

This resolve directs the Department of Transportation to designate the Great South Bridge in the Town of Milbridge 

as the Harold West Bridge to honor a town citizen. 
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Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 17 directs the Department ofTransportation to designate the GreatSouthB1idge :in the Town 
ofMilbi-idge as the!farold WestBridge to h.onor at.own citizen. 

LD 846 Resolve, Directing the Department of Transportation To Study Ways To 
Reduce Energy Use and Promote Efficiency along Major 
Transportation Corridors 

Sponsor(s) 

PIOTTI 
BAR1LETT 

Committee Report 

OTP MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This resolve directs the Department of Transportation to study ways to reduce energy use and promote efficiency 
along major transportation corridors. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve Z009, chapter4:l.directs th·e DepartmentofTransportation to study ways lo red~ce energy use and promote. 
efficiency along .majOr trfilisPqrtatio11 conJ.dofs. 

LD 862 An Act To Improve the Health of Maine Citizens and Safety of 
Pedestrians 

Sponsor(s) 

HARLOW 
GOOLEY 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

This bill requires the operator of a motor vehicle, when passing a pedestrian on a public way, to provide that 

pedestrian with at least 3 feet of clearance and allows the operator to pass the pedestrian when it is safe to do so, 
even in a no-passing zone. This bill is based on the current Jaw regarding the requirements for passing a bicycle on a 
public way. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publi~ L!lvv :20()9, ~hapte; 91 req~ires the~perator of!lmot~;y~hicie,wliell!lassinga pedestrian on a public \\'ay,to 
provide thatpedestrian with at .least 3 feet of clearance and allows the operator to pass .the pedesman when it is safe 
t~ do. sO, ··e~~n·m ·a no;.passing·:~n~. ThiS-1aw is ·based <)pthe 'recentiy·enaCt,ed Jaw,Tegarding ihe requirern:entS fOr · 
passing a bicycle 9n a public way .. 

LD 873 An Act To Improve Wheelchair-dependent Parking Access 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

THIBODEAU ONTP 
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This bill prohibits a person who possesses a disability registration plate or removable windshield placard from 

parking in a van accessible disability parking space as described under 28 Code ofFederal Regulations, Part 36, 
Appendix A, Standards for Accessible Design, Section 4.1.2(5). This provision does not apply if the parking lot has 

only one designated disability parking space. 

LD874 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Axle Weights 

Sponsor(s) 

TIIOMAS 
JACKSON 

Committee Rep01t 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-223 

This bill provides that if a vehicle that exceeds the axle weight limits and axle weight tolerance restrictions imposed 
under state law is within the maximum gross vehicle weight, the applicable fine must be reduced by 50%. This bill 
also amends existing law regarding the reduction of fines following the successful redistribution of loads to bring 

vehicles into compliance with axle limits. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-223) 

This amendment provides that if a vehicle that exceeds the axle weight limits and axle weight tolerance restrictions 
imposed under state law by less than 5,000 pounds is within the maximum gross vehicle weight, the applicable fine 
1nust be reduced by 50%. The amendment also clarifies that this provision does not apply to vehicles traveling on 

the Interstate Highway System except for that portion oflnterstate 95 designated as the Maine Turnpike. 

Enacted Law Summary 
- - -- - ----- - - ~---- - --------------·-----

Public.La\¥ 2009, chapter 442 provides that if avehiCle tI;at exceeds the. axle weight limits and axle weight tolerance 

re~trictions imposed under state law by less than 5,000 pounds iS .within the maximu11J gross vehicle weight, the 
applicable fine mustbe reduced by 50% .. it also clarifies that fhis provisfon does uot apply to vehicles traveling on 

the Interstate Highvvay Syslem except for that ]JOrtion of Interstate 95 designated as.the Maine Turnpike .. 

PUBLIC442 

LD 875 An Act To Promote Fuel Conservation by Allowing the Use of 

Mini-trucks on Public Ways 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

AYOTTE 
JACKSON 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill permits mini-trucks to be operated on public ways, but only within 100 miles of the address at which the 

mini-truck is registered. The mini-truck, a 4-wheeled motor vehicle with a maximum speed of 60 miles per hour and 
a maximum weight of2,000 pounds, must be registered and 1neet the same inspection standards as other motor 

vehicles in order to be operated on a public way. 
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LD878 An Act To Change the Status of the Road System at the Loring 

Development Authority 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

AYOTTE 
JACKSON 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MJN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill allows the Loring Development Authority to enter into service contracts and to participate in the Rural 

Road Initiative with the Department of Transportation. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-140) 

This amendment, which is the minority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation, clarifies that the 

Loring Development Authority may participate in the Urban-Rural Initiative Program with the Department of 
Transportation and that the authority's eligibility is not contingent upon acceptance of its roads as town ways by the 

Town of Limestone. 

LD907 An Act To Amend the Speed Limits for Low-speed Vehicles ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

GILES 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP MJN 

This bill amends the Jaw regarding low-speed vehicles. 

Amendments Adopted 

1. It increases the minimum and maximum speeds for low-speed vehicles to 30 and 35 miles per hour, respectively. 

It also eliminates a cross-reference to the federal regulations con~erning low-speed vehicles since under those 

regulations the maximu1n attainable speed is 25 miles per hour. 

2. It allows low-speed vehicles to be operated on streets or roads having a maximum posted speed limit of 45 miles 

per hour, instead of the current limit of 35 miles per hour. 

3. It requires the operator of a low-speed vehicle to move to the side of the road, when it is safe and practicable to 

do so, to allow a line of? or more vehicles directly behind the low-speed vehicle to pass. 

LD 920 An Act To Reduce Noise Pollution 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

RUSSELL ONTP 
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This bill establishes rnaximu1n allowable noise level standards for motorcycle mufflers and exhaust systems. The 

bill also provides that a person who violates noise level standards may be subject to a fine of$250 unless the person 

brings the motorcycle into compliance within 14 days after the citation. 

LD 951 An Act Relating to the TransCap Trust Fund PUBLIC 411 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) 

MAZUREK 
DIAMOND 

Committee Rep01t 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-123 

Current law requires, beginning July 1, 2009, that 7.5% of the net excise tax imposed on internal combustion engine 

fuel be deposited in the TransCap Trust Fund, the purpose of which is to provide financial assistance for the 

planning, design, acquisition, reconstruction and rehabilitation of transportation capital improvements. This bill 

requires that at least 20%, but no more than 35%, of the revenue be allocated for capital improveillents to bridges 

and the balance to highways and prioritizes the use of the funds for the highway capital improvements. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-123) 

This amendment clarifies that any grants issued from the TransCap Trust Fund must be used for capital projects with 

a useful life of at least I 0 years and that bonds may be used only for capital projects that have an anticipated useful 

life of at least as long as the bond tenn. The amend1nent also corrects cross-references regarding the transfer of 

certain fees to the TransCap Trust Fund. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publi~L~wioo9;~hapt.ir 4ii darifie~·thatall)' g;:.;,~isslle<l fro;,.; th~. T~~~C~p i'~~st ~~- ;,.;11stb~ us~df~;bapiW···· 
projects~ith a11seful lifeofatleastlO years and that bondsmaybe.~sed q!tlyforcapital projects that have an 
anticipatedl\sefullife ofat li;astas long as the bom;I te~; The Jaw al~o corrects cross-references regarding the 

transfer of certain fees to the Trans Cap '.!'nist Fund. 

> .·.·_: .. >;· ,' .·.· .. ·. .·.' . · .. ···.• .. ··.·... ··'·. ..·.. . . · .. · .·· ..•• _.· ... ·.~. 
Public Law 2009, chapter 41 l was enacted as an emergencymeasure effective June 16;2009. 

LD952 An Act Relating to Disability Plates and Placards 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CRAFTS OTP-AM H-141 

This bill allows a permanently disabled person to submit proof of the permanent disability once instead of the 

current requirement of having to submit a new form every 4 years. It also makes a 2nd or subsequent violation of the 

law against misusing a disability plate or placard a Class E crime, with the potential for doubled fines. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-141) 

This amendment allows a person to request that the person's disability parking plate or placard expire at the sa1ne 

time as the persons drivers license or nondriver identification card. 

Enacted Law Summary 

846 

PUBLIC 143 



Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

Public Law2009, chapter 143 allows a pennanently disabled person to request that the person's disability 

parking plate or placard expire atthe same time as the person's driver's license or nondriver identification card. 

LD967 An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Governor's 

Interagency Transportation Coordinating Committee 

Sponsor(s) 

PEOPLES 
GOOLEY 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

This bill establishes in statute the Interagency Transportation Coordinating Committee, which provides oversight 

and promotes efficiency, cooperative effort and strategic planning for public transportation between the Department 
of Transportation, the Department of Labor and the Department of Health and Human Services. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publi.;Law 2009, chapter fao establishes in statute' the Interagency Tr~nsportation Coordinating ComµUttee, which 
pr~vjdes oversight and prom0tes efficiency, cooper~tive effort aJ1d strategic planningforpublictransportation 
between the Department of Transpprtation, the. Department of Labor and thepepartment ofHeii.l!h and Hmnan 
Services~ 

LD992 An Act To Increase Highway Safety by Requiring Daytime Headlight 

Use 

Sponsor(s) 

CORNELL DU HOUX 
GERZOFSKY 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill requires that the driver of a motor vehicle manufactured after 2010 use headlights any time the motor 
vehicle is operated on a way. The bil1 also adds a provision allowing enforcement of the mandatory headlights 
provision only when a vehicle is stopped for a suspected violation of another law. 

LD 1043 Resolve, To Establish a Blue Ribbon Commission To Study On-ramp 

Speed Limits 

Sponsor(s) 

CLARKH 
BRYANTB 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This resolve establishes a blue ribbon commission to study highway on-ramp usage and determine the best methods 
for eliminating speeding on on-ramps and promoting proper vehicle yielding on highways. 
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Resolve, To Study Safety Measures Relating to Open Trenches and 

Excavations 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CONNOR OTP-AM H-269 

This bill requires an excavator to mark and erect a barrier or other safeguard around an unattended excavation to 

prevent a person, animal or motor vehicle from unintentionally falling into the excavation. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-269) 

The amendment, which replaces the bill, directs the Department of Transportation, in conjunction with the 

Department of Public Safety, to establish a working group to examine issues relating to unattended trenches and 

excavations on both public and private property. The working group is required to submit a report to the Joint 

Standing Committee on Transportation no later than the first business day in February 2010. The Joint Standing 

Committee on Transportation may report out a bill to the Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature 

concerning the subject matter of this resolve. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve2Q09 ,·chapter. 70.clirecls the Department of Transporta1:i~n, i~.~qn.Jll11.~tion.with..th.e Departm~nt~f Publi~ 
Safety, toestablis•h a working grqup to examine issues relatingto unattended trenches and excavations on both 

public andprivate property. The working group is required to submit a report to theJ0int Standing Committee on 

Tran .... · s.P.o. rtati·o. ti no l.a. !er ... th• a. n the fir. st bu .. s· iness.day in February. .2010. The Join .. t ... Stan. d·in·g·.··.Crirnmittee on 
Transportation may report out a bill to the Second. Regular Session·of the !24th Legislature concerning the subject•. 

matter of this resolve; 

LD 1123 An Act To Improve the Safety of Minors by Collecting Data on Vehicle 
Collision Rates 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

GOOLEY ONTP 

This bill requires the Department of the Secretary of State to collect data regarding the motor vehicle collisions 

involving students taught by driver education schools and driver education instructors. The department shall gather 

the data and publish a list of the collision rates by October !st of each year. 

LD 1131 An Act To Clarify the Law Regarding the Passing of School Buses by 
Bicyclists 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

NUTTINGJ OTP 
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This bi1l prohibits a person operating a bicycle, motorized bicycle, motorized tricycle or a motorized scooter from 

passing or overtaking a stopped school bus that has its red lights flashing. This change parallels the law as it applies 

to operators of motor vehicles. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 212 prohibits a person operating a bicycle, motorized bicycle, motorized tricycle or a 

motorized scooter from passing or overtaking a stopped school bus that has its red lights flashing. This change 

parallels the law as it applies to operators of motor vehicles. 

LD 1150 Resolve, To Establish a Pilot Project To Issue Conditional Titles for 
Certain Automobiles and Trucks That Are More than 25 Years Old 

Sponsor(s) 

WEBSTER 

DIAMOND 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This resolve directs the Secretary of State to establish a pilot project under which a conditional title may be issued to 

a Maine resident owner of an automobile or a truck that is more than 25 years old. Under the pilot project, the 

owner of a vehicle may convert the conditional title to a certificate of title for an antique auto upon certification that 

the vehicle meets the statutory definition of "antique auto." The Secretary of State is directed to submit a report on 

the pilot project, along with any recommendations, to the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation by February 

I, 2010. 

LD 1151 An Act To Prohibit the Use of Engine Brakes on All State Roads under 
Certain Circumstances 

Sponsor(s) 

STRANG BURGESS 

DAVISG 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill prohibits the use of engine brakes on state highways and on the interstate highway, including the Maine 

Turnpike, fro1n 11 p.m. until 7 a.m., except in the case of an emergency. 

LD 1174 An Act To Allow the Use of Cameras To Enforce Traffic Violations 

Sponsor(s) 

PILON 

BLISS 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

Cu1Tent law requires a police officer to observe a violation ofa traffic control device, stop the violator, issue a 

summons and complaint and often go to court. 

This bil1 is based on laws in other states that permit the use of evidence obtained from unmanned, automatic cameras 

to prosecute and prove traffic violations. Traffic light violation monitoring systems 1nay be installed by the State or 
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a municipality. The owner of the vehicle photographed or othe1wise recorded violating a traffic control device is 

rebuttably presumed to be the violator, similar to current Maine law regarding passing a stopped school bus or a 

traffic violation at an emergency scene. 

This bill also requires the revenue generated by a traffic light violation monitoring system to be returned to the 

municipality that purchased, installed and was operating the system at the time of the enforcement action but only 

until such time as the municipality has been reimbursed for its expense. After that, the revenue is deposited in the 

Courthouse Security Fund to be used to improve security and improve public safety at court facilities. 

LD 1175 An Act To Add Combat Action Badges and Ribbons to the Special 

Commemorative Decals for Veterans License Plates 

Sponsor(s) 

FLETCHER 

SHERMAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-264 

This bill adds 6 commemorative decals to the list of decals issued for veterans license plates and also requires t~e 

Secretary of State to review the 2007 and 2008 data for the number of decals issued for those years, as well as the 

cost of acquiring and distributing the decals along with the revenue received. The Secretary of State is to report with 

recommendations to the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation, which is authorized to submit a bill on the 
findings. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~264) 

This amendment doesn't change the number of commemorative decals added to the list of decals that may be issued 

for veterans license plates by the bill, but makes a number of technical corrections. The atnendment places a 

moratorium on any special commemorative decals that are not already authorized by law for use with special 

veterans registration plates for a period of 5 years, October 1, 2009 to October 1, 2014. The amendment changes the 

Secretmy of States report due date from January 1, 2010 to February 28, 2010. The amendment also adds an 

appropriations and allocations section. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PUBLIC 437 

Public Law 2009, chapter437 a?ds 5 commemorativeclecalstothe listofdecals iss.uedfor veterans license pl~es. 
It also plac~s a moratorium on any special commemor!lli"ve decals that are not already authorized by law for use with · 

sp~cialveterans registration plates for. a period of 5 yem·s, Octob.er I .• 2009 t? O~to~er 1, 2014, The law directs the 

Secretary pf Stat.e to review the 11umber of decals issued, as well as the cost of ~cquiring and <listributing th" decals 

alm1g with the revenue received, andreport back with findings andrecomme.ndations to .the Joint Standing 

Commit!•• onTransportation no later th"!' February28;20!0. 

LD 1190 An Act To Amend the Motor Vehicle Laws PUBLIC 435 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DAMON OTP-AM S-176 

This bill makes several changes to the motor vehicle laws. The bill: 

1. Amends the weight limitation for a low-speed vehicle; 
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2. Allows the Secretary of State to issue agricultural education plates to Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural 

Resources vehicles and lobster plates to Depa1tment of Marine Resources vehicles; 

3. Exempts antique farm tractors from registration requirements when used in parades and charitable events; 

4. Makes adjustments to the commercial vehicle excise tax reimbursement laws; 

5. Clarifies that a title issued for manufactured housing remains in effect unless cancelled, allows a manufactured 

housing title to be cancelled ifthe home is permanently affixed to real property and allows rather than requires the 

Secretary of State to issue a title on used manufactured housing; 

6. Allows the Secretary of State to recall an offensive vanity plate; 

7. Extends titling requirements to most motor vehicles and trailers to vehicles manufactured in 1995 and after. 

Currently, only vehicles less than 15 years old are required to be titled; 

8. Provides that a duplicate title is not required to be issued until 15 days after the previous title was issued; 

9. Clarifies the process for managing additional security interests; 

10. Modifies the release of lien process for manufactured housing; 

11. Makes adjustments to the dealer plate reduction law; 

12. Modifies the attended sales promotion procedures to provide for shorter pe1mit periods at a reduced fee; 

13. Increases the maximum weight of a light wrecker from 24,000 to 26,000 pounds for the purpose of determining 

the dealer plate fee to coincide with commercial driver's license limits; 

14. Defines mobile crushers and requires them to be licensed; 

15. Increases the time within which a person is obligated to notify the Secretary of State of an address or·narne 

change from I 0 to 20 days; and 

16. Makes a technical correction to the seatbelt requirements. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-176) 

The amendment eliminates the section of the bill relating to low-speed vehicles. 

The amendment also eliminates the sections of the bill that proposed to make adjustments to the commercial vehicle 

excise tax reimbursement laws. 

The bill modifies the attended sales promotion procedures to provide for shorter permit periods at a reduced fee. 

The amendment also provides that a dealer who operates an attended sales promotion at a charitable event where a 

vehicle is displayed or offered as a prize for fund-raising purposes is exempt from the permit requirements. 

The amendment increases the time within which a person is obligated to notify the Secretary of State of an address 

change from 10 to 30 days. 

The amendment makes a technical correction relating to title fees. 

851 



Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

The amendment repeals the "bingo stamp 0 operating authority program for identification of intrastate and interstate 
motor carriers as the progratn has been superseded by the federal Uniform Carrier Registration program. 
Under current law, a first-time Otrr offender may be eligible for a special license once the offender is engaged in an 
alcohol or other drug-related treatment program. The amendment decreases the time within which a person must 
complete an i.tlcohol or other drug-related program from 6 to 3 months after receiving the special license, after which 
the Secretary of State is required to suspend the special license until the person completes the program. 

The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 435makes several changes to the motor vehicle laws. The law: 

L Allows the Secretary of State t0 issue agricultural education plates to Department of Agiiculture, Food and RuraJ 

Resources vehicles and lobster plates to Department ofMarine Resources vehicles; 

2: __ EXempts itntique fann_ tract6rS from registration req11iremenis when used in p~ades:_-and chai·itab1e eventS; 

3 .•• Cfadfie~ that i title issued for manufactured housing remains in. effect unless~ancelled, allows a manufactured 

housing title .to be cancelled if the .home is pennane~tly affixed to real property arid allows rather than requires the 

Secretary ofState to .issue a title on used·manufactured housing; 

4. Allows the ,!'!ecretary of State to recall an offensive vanity plate; 

5, Extends.titling.requirements tomost motor vehicles and trailers to v.ehicles man~factured iu. 1995 and after. 

Cun-ently, only vehicles less than 15 years. old are required .to be titled; 
---- : - ---__ <--_, __ _ :- - - -- - ; 

. . 

6. Provides that a duplicate title is no( required to be issued until !5days after the previous title.was issued; 
--____ -___ ·-:,--- --- --- - '. - -

7~-- :c1afifi~~<~~: pro-c·ess -f~r_nianagn;_g additiOnal-secu;ify infeies~; 
-__ :- - _--c: - __ :- .-- -- - - ---. -

8, M~dafe~the release oflieri process for manufactured housing; 

?'. Mak~s~dj:stments toth0 dealer plate reductionlaw; 

. .. 

1 o. Modifies the attended sales promotion: procedures to provide for shorter permit periods at a reduced fee and 

prpVld_e~_;-*_at __ a_:dea1~r 'Y_ltO-operates: an att~n-~e,d __ !?al_eS p_r?,Jll-o_tion:_at a _~haritabte Cvent-Where:a vehicle_.~\:HSPiayed:or 
offered as a prize.for fund-raising purposes is exempt from the pennit requirements; 

__ -: ---- ·;:- --;.: -- - --- - - - - :- -

n'. Irie/eases the maximumweight of a light v;recker from 24,000 to 26,000 pounds for the purpose of determining 
the dealer plate fee to coincide with commercial driver's licens~ limits; . . 

1~. -,:_-f)efine$ _mobile c1_Us4ers .and reqtih:e_s them to _be licensed; 

Be.. Increases.the time within which a person is obligated to notify the Secr~tary of State of an ~ddress or nat;ne 
change :from foto 30 days; · · · . 

_14~--Rep~als-th_~_ llbjngo sta*1p" operating __ -3-ut~_o1ity_program for identificatipn of intrastate and inter.State mOto_r. 
carrien; as. the progi·am has been superseded by the federal Uniform Cairier Registration program; and 

- - -~ .- -

15. ·Decreases the time within which a person must complete an alcohoiorother drug-related program from 6 to 3. 
months after receiving the special lfoense, after which the Secretary of State is required to suspend the special 

license until tlie person completes the program. 
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LD 1234 An Act To Regulate the Use of Traffic Surveillance Cameras 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CEBRA OTP-AM H-225 

This bill prohibits the use of a traffic surveillance camera to prove or enforce a violation of the motor vehicle laws. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-225) 

The amendment provides that the prohibition of the use of traffic surveillance cameras does not apply to a 
photo-monitoring system used by the Maine Turnpike Authority for toll enforcement purposes. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law2oo9, chapter 22:3 prohibits theuse ofa traffic surveillruic~ camera to prove or enf<;rce a violati~ii of the 
motor vehidelaws. It provides that the prohibition of the use of traffic suiveiUance CaIJ1erasdoes not apply to a . 
photo-monitoring system use.d by the Maine Turnpike Authority for toll enforcement purposes. 

LD 1274 An Act To Establish a Gold Star Family Member License Plate 

Sponsor(s) 

MCLEOD 
RAYE 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill establishes the Gold Star Family Member license plate for gold star medal recipients. Gold star medals are 
awarded by the Adjutant General to express formally condolence and appreciation to the closest surviving fatnily 
members of members of the United States Anned Forces who, since September 11, 2001, are killed in action or die 

as a consequence of injuries that result in the award of a Purple Heart medal. 

LD 1315 An Act To Amend the Private Way Laws with Regard to Road 

Associations 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DUCHESNE 
GOODALL 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MJN 

H-316 

This bill clarifies the reasons why a group of property owners benefited by a private way may call a meeting of a 
road association, what issues a road association may address and the ability of a road association to negotiate an 

easement for storm water management infrastructure. This bill also allows a town to use town equipment on a 

private way for water quality management. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-316) 

This amendment, which is the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on ·Transportation, eliminates a 
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provision in the bill that specified the reasons that a meeting may be called by a road association. The amendment 

also allows a town to use town equipment on private roads, private ways or bridges for the purposes of protecting or 

restoring a great pond. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public La~Z009, chapt~r 239 clarifies a road associ~tion maycontinue until the ~so~iation is dissol~ed bya 
majority vote of its members. It claiifies the ~bilitjr_o~_a road association t9-neg_otlate an easemetit f<?~: storm-_water 
management infrastructure. It al~o allows a town to use towu equipment on private roads, private ways or bridges 
for the purposes ·Of protecting or restoring a great pond. 

LD 1316 An Act To Limit the Transport of Water for Export 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SCHATZ ONTP 

This bill precludes the use of any new transportation infrastructure, including a road, railroad, pipeline or port 

facility, to be used to transport water with a final destination of any port. 

ONTP 

LD 1341 An Act To Reform Maine's Motor Fuel Tax Laws ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

CROCKETTP 
PERRYJ 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

This bill restructures the excise tax imposed on motor fuels by: 

Amendments Adopted 

1. Reducing the motor fuel excise tax imposed on gasoline from the current inflation adjusted rate of 28.4¢ per 

gallon to 21¢ per gallon and on diesel fuel from the current inflation adjusted rate of29.6¢ per gallon to 21¢ per 
gallon; 

2. Creating a price-based excise tax component to be added to the excise tax on gasoline and diesel fuel. The new 

component is determined annually beginning in 2010 and is based on the average retail price of gasoline or diesel 

fuel for New England for the previous year. The maximum increase in the overall excise tax is limited to lOo/o 

annually, except for the first year of implementation; 

3. Repealing the annual indexing of motor fuels to the rate of inflation; and 

4. Transferring 8¢ per gallon and 70% of the a1nount in excess of 8¢ of the price-based excise tax component to the 

TransCap Trust Fund. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-382) 

This amendment incorporat~s a fiscal note. 
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LD 1351 Resolve, To Name the Bridge in Orland the Ralston C. Gray Bridge 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ROSENR 01P 

This resolve names the State Route 175 bridge crossing the Narrarnissic River in Orland, which is being rebuilt and 
is due to be completed next year, after the late lifelong Orland resident Ralston C. Gray. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2Q09; chapter44 names the .State Route 175 bridge crossing the Narramissic River in Orland a!ler the late 
lifelong Orland resident Ralston C. Gray. 

RESOLVE44 

LD 1355 An Act To Make Permanent the Allowance of Certain Commercial 

Vehicles between the United States-Canada Border and Certain Points 

in Maine 

PUBLIC326 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

RAYE 01P-AM S-192 

This bill makes permanent the allowance of commercial vehicles at Canadian weight limits to travel from the 

Canadian border at Calais to Baileyville and frotn the Canadian border at Van Buren to a rail yard in Van Buren. 

Committee Amendment ''A" (S-192) 

The bill makes permanent the allowance of commercial vehicles at Canadian weight limits to travel from the United 

States-Canada border at Calais to Baileyville and from the United States-Canada border at Van Buren to a rail yard 
in Van Buren. 

This amendment extends the allowance to commercial vehicles at Canadian weight limits to travel from the United 
States-Canada border at Madawaska to the Fraser Papers facility or its successor in Madawaska. 
The amendment gives the Secretary of State rulemaking authority to implement these provisions and directs the 
Secretary of State to adopt rules no later than July I, 2009. 

The amendment directs the Department of Transportation to monitor and evaluate the effects of the allowance on 
road conditions and to report to the joint standing co1nmittee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 

transportation matters with an initial report to the Second Regular Session of the 126th Legislature and a final report 
to the First Regular Session of the !29th Legislature. 

The amendment also adds an en1ergency preamble and emergency clause to the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PublicLaw2009, chapter 326makes.perma11e!ltth.e allowancebfcommercial vehicles at Can~dian weight limits t6 
travel from the United ~!ates-Canada border at Calais to Bailyville, from the United States,Canada border at Van 

Buren to a rail yard in Van Buren, and from the United States-Canada border at Madawaska to the Fraser Papers 
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facility or its successor in Madawaska. ·It gives the Secret~)' of State rule making authority tO implement these 

provisions and dfrects the Secretary of State to adopt rules .no later than July I, .2009. 

The law diiects the Department of Tr~ns]Jortation to monitor;and evaluate the effects of the allowance on road 

conditions and to repmt to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over transportation 

matters with an initial report to the Second Regular Session of the 126th Legislature and a final report to the First 

Regular S.ession of the !29th Legislature. 

Public Law 2009,chapter 326 was enacted as an emergency llleasure effective June 9,20090 

LD 1357 An Act To Protect the Privacy of Maine Residents under the Driver's 
License Laws 

Sponsor(s) 

DAMON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

S-215 

S-247 DAMON 

VETO SUSTAINED 

This bill is a partial repeal of current Maine law enacted to comply with the requirements of the federal REAL ID 
Act of2005. 

This bill: 

1. Repeals the requirement that the Secretary of State issue driver's licenses and nondriver identification cards only 

to individuals who present documentary evidence of legal presence in the United States; 

2. Exempts social security numbers in the possession of the Secretary of State from the definition of public records 

under Maine1s Freedom of Access Law; 

3. Provides that the Secretary of State may not disseminate social security numbers to any entity without legislative 

authorization; 

4. Restricts the distribution and retention of digital information used to produce a license; 

5. Prohibits the Secretary of State from use of biometric technology, such as retinal scans, facial recognition or 

fingerprint technology but not including digital photographs in the production or storing of license information; 

6. Repeals the requirement that the Secretary of State participate in the federal Systematic Alien Verification for 

Entitlements Program, the centralized database system used and maintained by the United States Citizenship and 

Immigration Services; 

7. Repeals the requirement that the Secretary of State study the most cost-effective facial recognition or fingerprint 

technology; 

8. Provides that cost savings as a result of this Act must be allocated to the Highway and Bridge Capital Program 

within the Department of Transportation; and 

9. Does not change the current require1nent that an applicant for a Maine driver's license or state identification card 

must provide proof of residency. 
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Committee Amendment "A" (S-215) 

The amendment, which is the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation, provides that the 

Secretary of State may not disseminate social security numbers to any entity without legislative authorization unless 

it is required by federal law. 

The amendment also provides that digital infonnation used to produce a license or nondriver identification card is 

confidential. The amendment further clarifies that the Secretary of State may store, record and retain digital 

information used to produce a driver1s license or non driver identification card solely for the purpose of producing 

duplicate driver's licenses or nondriver identification cards and for renewal of driver's licenses or nondriver 

identification cards. Finally, the amendment provides that digital information used to produce a driver's license or 

nondriver identification card may be distributed only to a law enforcement agency. 

The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section to the bill. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-247) 

This amendment specifies the federal law that provides an exemption to the provision that prohibits the Secreta1y of , 

State from disseminating social security numbers collected from applicants for a driver's license or nond1iver 

identification card. 

It provides that digital itnages and digitized signatures, as opposed to digital information in Committee Arnend1nent 

"A, 11 used to produce a driver's license or nondriver identification card are confidential, and it specifies the federal 

law that provides an exemption to this provision. 

LD 1357, as amended, was reviewed and evaluated by the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary pursuant to Maine 

Revised Statutes, Title 1, section 434, which requires review and evaluation of new exceptions of laws governing 

public records. 

LD 1383 An Act To Provide Support to Municipal Government by Imposing a 

Municipal Surcharge on Traffic Violations 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BARTLETT ONTP 

This bill imposes a $30 municipal surcharge on every fine or forfeiture imposed for a violation of the motor vehicle 

Jaws. The surcharge accrues to the municipality in which the violation occurred, less a s1nall administrative fee. 

LD 1440 An Act To Clarify the Pnrpose of the Notice Requirement of Land 

Taking by the Department of Transportation 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DAVISG 011'-AM S-184 

This bill allows a party to appeal an award by the State Claims Commission to the Supe1ior Comt although the party 
failed to designate to the commission the award or awards from which an appeal will be taken within 30 days of the 
commission forwarding the award. 

857 

ONTP 

PUBLIC265 



Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-184) 

The amendment, which replaces the bill, clarifies the appeals process from an award by the State Claims 

Commission. The amendment requires the State Claims Commission to state by letter the date it issues its decision 

of an award. Current law provides that any party or parties aggrieved by an award by the State Claims Commission 

may appeal to the Superior Court within 30 days of the issuance of the commission award. The amendment provides 

that the party appealing must provide a copy of the complaint to be filed in the Superior Court to the other party or 

parties within the same 30 days, and not to the State Claims Commission. 

The amendment also provides that this legislation applies to appeals from an award of the State Claims Co1nrnission 

that were pending on or after January I, 2009, except that an appeal for which notice was provided in accordance 

with the law prior to the effective date of this Act may not be dismissed by the Superior Court for failure to comply 

with the new notice requirements of this legislation. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law2009, chapter 265 clarifies the appeals process fuim an awal"d by the St~te Claiills Commission. It •·. ·• 
reqllires the State ClaimS Coffiillission. to state by letter the date it llisues its decision ofan awal'd. The Jaw pl'ovides 

that the Party appealmgmust proyide a copy of the complaintto be filed in the S~~e1iorCourt .to the other Party.?r ...... • 
parties within the sa!l'e 30 days, ancl not to the StateC1a~s Com.mission. The law;applie~to appeals fuim an award X 
of.the St~te Claims Coll1111llision t))at were pending ~nor ~fter Ianumy 1, 2009, except that an appeal forwhich 

n~tip~ wasprovided in accordance with .th.e Jaw prior to the effective date of this Act may not be dismissed by th,. 

Superior Court for failure to comply wi.th the new notice requ. irements o.fthis legislation. - --- - - -- -- - ___ , 

LD 1445 An Act To Clarify and Strengthen the State's Motor Vehicle Laws 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DAMON 01P-AM S-167 

This bill provides that the Department of Public Safety, Bureau of State Police may not adopt any rule that exempts 

motor carriers, vehicles or drivers transporting certain hazardous materials from any federal regulations adopted and 

incorporated by reference into a bureau rule. 

It provides that a person who violates the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 29-A, chapter 5, subchapter 2, or a rule 

adopted pursuant to that subchapter, commits a civil violation if the violation is discovered during a compliance 

review as that term is defined in 49 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 385.3, unless the compliance review occurs 

during the course or as a result of a criminal investigation. Any such violation is subject to a civil fine, which must 

be determined with due consideration of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration1s uniform fine assessment 

program. 

It clarifies and runends the laws concerning reflective and tinted glass and tires and wheels. 

It provides flexibility to the State Police in taking administrative action against a motor vehicle inspection station1s 

license or motor vehicle inspection mechanic's license when the inspection station or inspection mechanic violates 

Maine law or the rules adopted by the State Police. 

It allows Department of Public Safety vehicles operated by motor vehicle inspectors to be equipped with auxiliary 

lights that emit amber light. 
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It makes it-a crime for a motor vehicle operato.r or pedestrian to knowingly refuse to follow the direction of a sign 
clearly posted by a law enforcement officer to temporarily close a way to vehicular traffic or to vehicles of a certain 
description or to divert pedestrian or vehicular traffic during a fire, accident, emergency or special event. 

It amends the law applicable to school bus inspections. 

It clarifies the law regarding signs that must be posted at weighing points designated by the Chief of the State Police 
or a person designated by the chief. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-167) 

This amendment eliminates the section of the bill that provides :flexibility to the State Police in taking administrative 
action against a motor vehicle inspection station1s license or motor vehicle inspection mechanic's license when the 
inspection station or inspection mechanic violates Maine law or the rules adopted by the State Police. 

The amendment further clarifies the legal requirements concerning tires and wheels. 

The bill makes it a crime for a motor vehicle operator or pedestrian to knowingly refuse to follow the direction of a 
sign clearly posted by a law enforcement officer to temporarily close a way to vehicular traffic or to vehicles of a 
certain description or to divert pedestrian or vehicular traffic during a fire, accident, emergency or special event. 
The amendment provides that the posted sign must include language sufficiently describing the restriction or 
prohibition and the fact that a violation is a Class E crime. 

The amendment further clarifies the law regarding signs that must be posted at weighing points designated by the 
Chief of the State Police or a person designated by the chief. The amendment provides that the operator of a bus or 
truck with a registered weight or gross vehicle weight rating greater than 10,000 pounds or subject to the Federal 

Motor Carrier Safety Administration regulations who fails to stop at a weighing point when the signs are operating 
commits a traffic infraction. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 25.1 provides that.the Depaitmentof Public Safety, Bur~all of State P~lice may not 

adopt lll1Y r.ule that exempts motor carriers, vehicles or drivers transporting certain.hazar~ous materials from 

any federal regulations adopted and incorporated by reference int11 a bureau rule .. 

Itprovid~s that a person wh?·yfolates the Maine Revised Statutes, Till~ 29~'."; chapter 5, subchapter 2, or a rule 

a4opted pursuant to that subch~pter, commits a ~ivil violation if tlie violation isdiscoveJ"ed d1lring a compliance· 

r~view as that term.is defined in 49 Code of Federal Regulations, Part385.:i, µnless the compliance review 

occur~ during the .~ourse or ~s a r~sult of a criminalinvestigatioii .. Any such violation. is s11bject to a civil fine, . 

which must be determined ,)Yith due c9nsideration of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration's uniform: 

fine assessment program. 

It clarifies and amends the. law.s concerning reflective and tinted glass and tires and wheels. 

ft allows DepartmenfofFublic Safety veh.icles operated by motor vehicle inspectors to be equipped with 

auxitiruylights that emit amber light. 

It makes it a crime. for a fl10lorvehicle operator or pedestrian to kll.~wingly refuse to follow the direction ofa 

sign clearly posted by a law enforcement officer to temporarily close a way to vehicular traffic or to vehicles of 

a certB.ill __ descripti_on _or to-_ ~ivert_pedestriali-or vehicular -_tta'ffiC -_dm:in_g_ a_fµ-e, -accident, -_e:rn_ergency_ or -special 
event. It also provides thattheposted sign.must include language sufficiently describingthe restriction or 

- .--

prohibition andtl.ie facfthat a.violation is a Clas$.E crirrie. 
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It amends. the law applicable to school bus inspections. 

. . . 
It clarifies the law regarding signs that must be. posted at weighing.Points designated by the Chief ofthe State 

Police or a person designated by the. chief. It provides that the operator of a bus. or truck with a rei;istered 

weight or gross vehicle weight rating greater than 10,000 pounds or subjectto the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration regulationswho fails to stop at a weighing point when the signs are operating commits a traffic 

infraction: 

LD 1487 An Act To Provide Funding for the Highway Fund Biennial Budget 

Sponsor(s) 

MAZUREK 
DAMON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This bill adds a surcharge of 5¢ per gallon on gasoline and special fuels, such as diesel, for a period of2 years, 
beginning July I, 2009 and ending July I, 2011. The surcharge provides funding to the Department of 
Transportation for highway and bridge capital purposes. It also makes technical corrections to the Special Fuel Tax 
Act in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 36. 
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Allocations for the Expenditures of State Government and 
Changing Certain Provisions of the Law Necessary to the Proper 
Operations of State Government for the Fiscal Years Ending 
June 30, 2009, June 30, 2010 and June 30, 2011 

Resolve, To Delay the Sustainability of the Highway Fund 

An Act To Appropriate Funds To Equip State Trooper Cars with 
Cages 

An Act To Reimburse Communities That Have Constructed Sand 
and Salt Sheds Rated Priority 3 and 4 

An Act To Reform Maine's Motor Fuel Tax Laws 

An Act To Provide Funding for the Highway Fund Biennial 
Budget 
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RESOLVE4 

RESOLVE 17 

RESOLVE44 

ONTP 

PUBLIC 7 
EMERGENCY 

PUBLIC 413 
EMERGENCY 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

INDEFPP 



Not Enacted 

LD 592 

Not Enacted 

LD 537 

LD 1316 

Enacted 

LD37 

LD240 

LD 874 

LD 1355 

Not Enacted 

LD 1151 

Enacted 

LD 152 

LD297 

LD 436 

LD 1190 

LD 1445 

Insurance 

An Act To Increase Mandatory Minimum Insurance 
Requirements for Vehicles for Hire 

Miscellaneous 

Resolve, To Return Two-thirds of the Purchase Cost of Sears 
Island to the People of Maine 

An A~t To Limit the Transport of Water for Export 

Motor Carriers 

An Act To Allow a Weight Tolerance for Vehicle Auxiliary Power 
Units 

An Act To Extend the Exception to Axle Fines during the 
Midwinter Season 

An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Axle Weights 

An Act To Make Permanent the Allowance of Certain 
Commercial Vehicles between the United States-Canada Border 
and Certain Points in Maine 

An Act To Prohibit the Use of Engine Brakes on All State Roads 
under Certain Circumstances 

Motor Vehicles 

An Act Relating to Autocycles 

An Act To Ensure That Medical Equipment Found in a 
Repossessed Vehicle Is Returned to the Owner 

An Act To Include Trucks in the Definition of "Low-speed 
Vehicle" 

An Act To Amend the Motor Vehicle Laws 

An Act To Clarify and Strengthen the State's Motor Vehicle 

Laws 
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ONTP 

ONTP 

PUBLIC3 

PUBLIC444 
EMERGENCY 

PUBLIC442 

PUBLIC326 
EMERGENCY 

ONTP 

PUBLIC55 

PUBLIC 45 

PUBLIC 42 

PUBLIC 435 

PUBLIC 251 



Not Enacted 

LD38 

LD42 

LD 145 

LD 602 

LD648 

LD745 

LD 875 

LD 920 

LD 1123 

LD 1150 

Enacted 

LD7 

LD 169 

LD 451 

Not Enacted 

LD49 

LD 1357 

An Act To Allow the Use of Only 2 Studded Tires on 
Front-wheel-drive Vehicles 

An Act To Increase the Time Period for Motor Vehicle 
Inspections to 2 Years 

An Act To Require the Secretary of State To Notify Vehicle 
Owners oflmpending Registration Expiration 

An Act To Permit Wrecker Services To Charge for Storage while 
a Vehicle Is under an Order oflmpoundment 

An Act To Allow the Operation of Low-speed Vehicles on 
Higher-speed Roads 

An Act To Allow the Operation of Modified Utility Vehicles on 
Public Ways 

An Act To Promote Fuel Conservation by Allowing the Use of 
Mini-trucks on Public Ways 

An Act To Reduce Noise Pollution 

An Act To Improve the Safety of Minors by Collecting Data on 
Vehicle Collision Rates 

Resolve, To Establish a Pilot Project To Issue Conditional Titles 
for Certain Automobiles and Trucks That Are More than 25 
Years Old 

Operator's License 

An Act To Amend the Instruction Permit Process 

An Act To Allow a Newly Licensed Driver To Transport a 
Foreign Exchange Student Who Lives with That Driver's Family 

An Act To Clarify the Law Regarding Reinstatement of a 
Driver's License 

An Act To Require the Secretary of State To Provide Notice of 
License Revocation or Suspension by Certified Mail 

An Act To Protect the Privacy of Maine Residents under the 
Driver's License Laws 

Public Transportation 
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ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 

PUBLIC43 

PUBLIC 10 
EMERGENCY 

PUBLIC 58 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

VETO SUSTAINED 



Enacted 

LD452 

LD 513 

Enacted 

LD178 

LD213 

LD541 

LD952 

LD 1175 

Not Enacted 

LD 133 

LD343 

LD 412 

LD873 

LD 1274 

Enacted 

LD 111 

LD296 

LD 1315 

Not Enacted 

An Act To Include the Town of Falmouth as a Member of the 
Greater Portland Transit District 

An Act To Update the Casco Bay Island Transit District Enabling 
Law 

Registration Plates 

An Act To Create the Support Animal Welfare Registration Plate 

An Act To Allow Military Reenlistees To Obtain a Veterans 
Registration Plate 

Resolve, Regarding the Retention of Dealer Plates in Light of 
Recent Economic Conditions 

An Act Relating to Disability Plates and Placards , 

An Act To Add Combat Action Badges and Ribbons to the 
Special Commemorative Decals for Veterans License Plates 

An Act To Allow a Duplicate Vanity License Plate in a Different 
Classification of Plate 

An Act To Establish a Specialty License Plate To Increase 
Funding for Autism Programs 

An Act To Create an Animal Welfare Trailer License Plate 

An Act To Improve Wheelchair-dependent Parking Access 

An Act To Establish a Gold Star Family Member License Plate 

Roads 

Resolve, To Name Part of Route 16 the Alton E. Worcester 

Highway 

Resolve, To Name the Gorham Bypass 

An Act To Amend the Private Way Laws with Regard to Road 

Associations 
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PUBLIC 18 
EMERGENCY 

P&S3 

PUBLIC 73 

PUBLIC 80 

RESOLVE14 
EMERGENCY 

PUBLIC 143 

PUBLIC 437 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 

RESOLVES 

RESOLVE6 

PUBLIC239 



LD878 

Enacted 

LD39 

Not Enacted 

LD 15 

Enacted 

LD6 

LD 110 

LD221 

LD263 

LD437 

LD 862 

LD 1131 

LD 1234 

Not Enacted 

LDS 

LD40 

LD 41 

LD 112 

An Act To Change the Status of the Road System at the Loring 
Development Authority 

Signs 

An Act To Enhance Motorcycle Safety 

An Act To Prohibit the Sale of a Road Sign Originally Placed by 
the State, a County or a Municipality 

Traffic Regulations 

An Act To Establish a Distracted Driver Law 

An Act To Allow School Buses To Travel at the Posted Speed 
Limit on the Interstate and the Maine Turnpike 

An Act To Modify the Laws Regarding Seat Belts 

An Act To Provide Placards to Drivers Who for Medical Reasons 
Are Not Required To Wear Seat Belts 

An Act To Require a Person under 18 Years of Age To Wear a 
Helmet While on a Motorcycle 

An Act To Improve the Health of Maine Citizens and Safety of 
Pedestrians 

An Act To Clarify the Law Regarding the Passing of School 
Buses by Bicyclists 

An Act To Regulate the Use of Traffic Surveillance Cameras 

An Act To Deter Road Rage 

An Act To Prohibit Certain Uses of Cellular Telephones and 
Handheld Electronic Devices while Operating a Motor Vehicle 

An Act To Prohibit the Use of a Handheld Cellular Telephone 
While Operating a Motor Vehicle 

An Act To Prohibit the Use ofHandheld Cellular Telephones 
while Driving 
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ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

PUBLIC 441 

DIED BETWEEN 
HOUSES 

PUBLIC 446 

PUBLIC 9 

PUBLIC 34 

PUBLIC 436 

PUBLIC 50 

PUBLIC 91 

PUBLIC 212 

PUBLIC 223 

ONTP 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

ONTP 

ONTP 



LD 261 

LD338 

LD356 

LD453 

LD706 

LD 907 

LD992 

LD 1043 

LD 1174 

LD 1383 

Enacted 

LD 126 

LD 554 

LD736 

LD767 

LD 846 

LD 951 

LD967 

LD 1094 

An Act To Increase Safety in Construction Zones 

An Act To Improve the Visibility of Automobiles 

An Act To Increase the Safety of Automobile Drivers 

An Act To Require Motorcyclists To Wear Helmets 

An Act To Impose a Maximum Speed Limit of 45 Miles Per Hour 
on Roads on Which a School Bus Stop Is Located 

An Act To Amend the Speed Limits for Low-speed Vehicles 

An Act To Increase Highway Safety by Requiring Daytime 
Headlight Use 

Resolve, To Establish a Blue Ribbon Commission To Study 
On-ramp Speed Limits 

An Act To Allow the Use of Cameras To Enforce Traffic 
Violations 

An Act To Provide Support to Municipal Government by 
Imposing a Municipal Surcharge on Traffic Violations 

Transportation Department 

An Act To Amend Certain Laws Affecting Transportation 

Resolve, To Allow the Department of Transportation To Transfer 
Certain Land to the Greater Grand Isle Historical Society 

Resolve, Directing the Department of Transportation To Secure 
Funding To Complete the Aroostook North-South Highway 
Project 

An Act To Promote Fairness and Protect Economic Development 
in Transportation Projects Undertaken by the State 

Resolve, Directing the Department of Transportation To Study 
Ways To Reduce Energy Use and Promote Efficiency along 
Major Transportation Corridors 

An Act Relating to the TransCap Trust Fund 

An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Governor's 
Interagency Transportation Coordinating Committee 

Resolve, To Study Safety Measures Relating to Open Trenches 
and Excavations 

866 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

ONTP 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 

PUBLIC 315 

RESOLVE 9 

RESOLVE139 

PUBLIC 454 

RESOLVE42 

PUBLIC 411 
EMERGENCY 

PUBLIC 130 

RESOLVE70 



LD 1440 

Not Enacted 

LD36 

LD243 

LD262 

LD 435 

LD485 

LD542 

LD593 

LD 664 

LD707 

LD798 

Enacted 

LD 486 

Not Enacted 

LD383 

LD386 

An Act To Clarify the Purpose of the Notice Requirement of 
Land Taking by the Department of Transportation 

An Act To Reopen Certain Rest Stops on Route 1 

Resolve, To Direct the Department of Transportation To 
Establish a Memorial Park Honoring Veterans in Topsham 

Resolve, Directing the Department of Transportation To Install a 
Flashing Light in Charleston 

Resolve, Directing the Department of Transportation To Install a 
Traffic Light at an Intersection in Sabattus 

An Act To Allow Public-private Investment in Transportation 
Infrastructure Projects 

An Act Pertaining to the TransCap Trust Fund in the Maine 
Municipal Bond Bank 

Resolve, To Require the Department of Transportation To 
Improve the Safety of the Intersection of Route 4 and the Dill 
Road in the Town of Phillips 

Resolve, Directing the Department of Transportation and the 
Maine Turnpike Authority To Find Efficiencies in the Maine 
Transportation System 

An Act To Settle a Dispute between Andrea LaPointe and 
Michael Barden and the State 

Resolve, Requiring the Department of Transportation To Replace 
All Property Markers along the 85-mile Stretch of the Calais 
Branch Corridor from Washington Junction to Ayers Junction 

Turnpike Authority 

An Act To Make Allocations from Maine Turnpike Authority 
Funds for the Maine Turnpike Authority for the Calendar Year 
Ending December 31, 2010 

An Act To Ensure That All Toll and Intermodal Transportation 
Facilities and Roadway Lighting within the Maine Turnpike 
Corridor Are Consistent with Maine's Quality of Place Goals 

An Act To Establish a Process for the Determination of a 
Reasonable Price in the Use of Eminent Domain by the Maine 
Turnpike Authority 
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PUBLIC 265 

ONTP 

LEAVE TO 
WITHDRAW 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 

LEAVE TO 
WITHDRAW 

P& S 16 

ONTP 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 



LD388 

LD432 

LD661 

An Act To Ensure That Fair and Actual Funds from Maine 
Turnpike Authority Toll Receipts Be Given to the Department of 
Transportation Annually 

Au Act To Ensure That the Maine Turnpike Authority Conducts 
Public Hearings for Construction and Reconstruction Projects 
and That All Public Records of the Maine Turnpike Authority 
Are Open for Inspection 

Resolve, To Provide Equitable Tolls on the Maine Turnpike 
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Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 

LD43 An Act To Promote Consumer Fairness in Alternative Energy 

Sponsor(s) 

BRYANTM 

BRYANTB 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill requires transmission .and distribution utilities to compensate a customer that generates electricity from 

renewable resources for any excess electricity generated by the custome·r beyond the customer1s actual 

electricity usage. 

LD44 An Act Regarding Requirements for Approval of a Transmission Line 

Sponsor(s) 

VALENTINO 

HOBBINS 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-369 

This bill requires that high-voltage transmission lines capable of operating at 115 kilovolts or more be placed 

underground when such lines are constructed, rebuilt or relocated on or after October 1, 2009 near areas that are 

frequently used by children, including residential areas, public playgrounds, schools, child care facilities and 

children's camps. The bill directs the Public Utilities Commission to adopt rules regarding this requirement, and 

it provides an exemption from the requirement if a transmission and distribution utility can demonstrate to the 
Public Utilities Com1nission that it is technologically infeasible to place the transmission line underground. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-369) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment adds specificity and additional requirements to current law 

regarding a certificate of public convenience and necessity to construct a transmission line and the Public Utilities 

Commission1s determination of public need for the proposed line. Specifically, the amendment requires that a 

petition for approval of a proposed transmission line provide information regarding the effects of the proposed line 

on public health and safety, scenic, historic, recreational and environmental values and the proximity of the proposed 

line to inhabited dwellings, as well as justification of the route selected and results of investigations of alternatives 

to const1uction of the proposed line including energy conservation, distributed generation or load management. The 

amendment also requires the Public Utilities Commission, in determining public need for a proposed transmission 

line, take into account economics, reliability, public health and safety, scenic, historic and recreational values and 

alternatives to construction of the transmission line including conservation, distributed generation or load 

management. The a1nendment clarifies that the Public Utilities Commission shall, as necessary, consider the findings 

of and any modifications ordered by the Department of Environmental Protection to lessen the impact of the 

proposed transmission line on the environment. The amendment directs the Public Utilities Co1nmission to amend its 

rules gove1ning the construction of new transmission lines in accordance with the provisions contained in the 

amendment. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public La~ 2009~ ch!lpter 309 adds specificity and additional requirements to cprrent Jawregarding a ce1tificate of 

public __ c_onve~_ieri,ce ~~d_nece_s~ity-to constru~t a _transmission line ~-n4_the P_ublic _~tiliti~s:Commission'S 
detettninationofpublic need for \be proposeclline. Specifically'. it requiresthat a petitlo!l for approval ofa proposed 

transmissionJine provide information regarding the effects of the proposed line on public health and safety, sce11lc, · 

869 

ONTP 

PUBLIC 309 



Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 

hi;t;,ric, r~creatiollal ~nd envircmmental ~alues and the proximity offue proposedlille to mh~blt~d dwellings, as well 

asjustification of the route selected and results of investigations of alt(Ornatives to construction of the proposed line 
iiicluding energy conservation, distributed generation or load. management.· It 3.~so ·requires the Public Utilities 
COinmission;· in .d.etenninillg public need.for a ·propoSeq tranS:rllission line,_ take into -~cco_ullt eco_nOmics: reliability, 
public health_and_safety, scenic, hist()ric-·an_d recreational Vallles-and alternatives_to_'?onstructiop ofthe tranSmissiOn 
line induding conservation,· distributed generation or load management. It clarifies that the. l'ublic Utilitie.s 
Commission shall, as necessary, consider the findings of aud auy modifications ordered by the Department of 

Enyifonmental ProtectiOn-to Jf:Ssen the inip~ct-ofthe propos_ed transmission line ·an the erivironinei1t._It also ditectS 
the P_ublic Utilities _Conunission to amend its rules go_veming tlie construCtio.ii_ of new transmiSsion lines in 

accordance with the provisions of this law. 

LD55 An Act To Prohibit the Commercial Sale of Water by a Water District 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MARTINJL ONTP 

This bill prohibits any water district from selling water for profit outside of its territory or for commercial purposes. 

LD73 An Act To Protect the Right To Use Solar Energy 

Sponsor(s) 

HINCK 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-370 

This bill prohibits restriction by law, ordinance, regulation, deed, covenant or contract on the installation and use of 

solar collectors, clothes lines and other equip1nent for the solar drying of clothing. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-370) 

This amendment is the majority report of the committee. The amendment replaces the bill with more specific 

provisions regarding protections for the installation and use of solar energy devices, including solar collectors and 

solar clothes-drying devices, on residential property. The amendment specifies that a legal instru1nent adopted or 

created after September 30, 2009 that defines or limits the rights or privileges of owners or renters with respect to 

the use of residential property may not prohibit a person front installing or using a solar energy device on residential 

property owned by that person or from installing or using a solar clothes-dry'ing device on residential property leased 

or rented by that person. Under the amendment, nlegal instrument" includes municipal ordinances, bylaws or 

regulations and rules, bylaws or regulations of an association of property owners as well as deed restrictions, 

restrictive covenants and other similar binding agreements. The amendment specifies that a legal instrument may 

prohibit the installation and use of solar energy devices on residential property in common ownership with 3rd 

parties or common elements of a condominium. The amendment permits certain reasonable restrictions on the 

installation and use of solar energy devices to protect public health and safety, shore lands, buildings and histo1ic or 

aesthetic values. 

Committee Amendment "B" (H-371) 

This amendment is the minority report of the committee. This amendment specifies that an ordinance, bylaw or 
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regulation adopted by a municipality or political subdivision on or after September 30, 2009 that directly regulates 

the installation or use of solar energy devices may not unnecessarily prohibit or restrict an owner of residential 

property from installing or using a solar energy device on the owner's property, subject to reasonable restrictions. 

Reasonable restrictions are permitted as necessary to protect public health and safety, buildings, shore lands and 

historic or aesthetic values, to comply with state regulations and to ensure safe access to buildings. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 273 specifies that a: legal instrument adopted or created after September 30, 2009 that 

defines or limits the rights or privileges of property own<'rs or rel\ters with respectto the use of residential property 

may not prohibit a person from installing or using solar energy devices, including solar collectors and solar 

clothes-drying devices,· on residential property owned by that person or from installing using a solar clothes,drying 

devices.on residential property leased-or rented by that_ pe~_son. Under tj:iis law,_0 legal instrument': includes muniCip~l_ 

ordinances, byla\IVs or regulations and rules, bylawsor regulations of an association of property owners as well as 
deed restdctions, restrictive covenants and other similar binding agreements. The law specifies that a legal 

instrument may prohibitthe installation.and use of solar energy devices on residential property in common 

own~rs_hip_with-thlrd parties or common elements_ of_a condo~ninimn_: It_~lsO pernrits certai~ reason_able restrictioriS; 

on the installation and us.e of a solar energy device.that protect public health .and safety, shorelands, buildings and 

historiC or aesthetic values. 

LD 120 An Act Regarding Assistance to Low-income Customers of Gas Utilities 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HOBBINS OTP-AM S-23 

This bill clarifies that criteria other than eligibility for federal or state fuel assistance may be used as eligibility 

criteria to qualify low-income customers of natural gas utilities for assistance. The bill also allows the Public 

Utilities Commission to approve recovery of the costs of this low-income assistance for natural gas customers 

through base distribution rates or through the cost-of-gas adjustment rate. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-23) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment requires gas utilities in the State that serve 5,000 or more 

residential customers to offer low-income assistance programs for residential customers. It requires the gas utilities, 

in the adoption and implementation of low-income assistance programs, to encourage conservation in the use of gas. 

The bill provides for the recove1y of costs through rates. It authorizes the Public Utilities Commission to adopt rules 

to implement these provisions and requires the commission to report on low-income assistance programs in the 

commission1s annual report. 

Enacted Law Summary 
-- --- -

PublicLaw.2009, chapter 35 requires gas utilities in the State that serve 5,000 or more resi.dential customers to offer 

1-ow-llicome assistan_pe programs for resi_denti_ar_cust_oin_ers. itreqllires_the __ gas, ~tiHties; in_ the adopiion_and 

i~ple~entation of low'."~,ncome assJstance programs, _t°-_encourage conservation tn the·u_se of gas, anct it provides for' 

the recovery pf costs through rates. It autho.rizes the Public Utilities Commission to adopt rules to implement these. 

provisions atid fe~uires_the-~o~Ssion to l'epori: on-Iow-iricbm_e assist~ce· P_fOgrariis in 1he co1nmission1s.anriiial 

report. 
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An Act To Prohibit Telephone Charges Not Representing Services or 
Fees Requested by the Customer or Authorized by the Government 

Sponsor(s) 

ADAMS 
BOWMAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-32 

This bill prohibits a telephone utility from including line-item charges on telephone bills, except those that represent 
actual services that are requested by a customer or that are specifically required by federal or state law. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-32) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment prohibits a telephone utility from charging a customer for any 

service, tax or fee that is not authorized by the customer or authorized or required by the State or the Federal 
Government. It specifies that a charge may only be listed as a separate line-item charge on the bill when the charge 

represents a service or fee authorized by the customer or a tax, fee or charge authorized or required by the State or 

the Federal Government. It also adds language to prohibit a telephone utility from including in a line-item charge 
anything that is charged for elsewhere on the custorner1s bill and requires that a clear description of line-item charges 

be included on telephone bills. 

The amendment also authorizes the Public Utilities Commission to impose an administrative penalty for violations 

up to $1,000 per violator for violations arising out of the same incident or complaint. It requires the commission to 

provide a simple process for a customer to report a line-item charge the customer believes may be in violation. 

Finally, it clarifies that this provision is not intended to limit any enforcement action or penalty pursued by the 
Attorney General under the Maine Unfair Trade Practices Act. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law Z009, Chaptef 36 prohlbits a teiephri;,e utility from chargin£a customer for anyservice, tax or fee .that i~ -
not authorized by thecl1"'tomer or authorized or req~i7ed by i:b.e St~te or the pederal Govefll!llent. It specifiesi:b.at a 
ch'1J'gelI\ay onlybe)i~t~d .as .a separate ~ne-item ciJarge 011 the. bill whenthe charge repr"8ents a serviceor.fee 
authorized by ,thecust?mer o.r a tax, fee or charge a11thorized or reqµired by the, State or the Federal Gov~rnm~nt. It 
als9 addslangu~ge '." pr~lJibit a telep~o11e utility fro}ll including in a line-iterrr charge anything that is charged for 
elsewhere on the customer's bill and requires that a clear descriptionofline:item charges be included on telephone 
bills~ 

Public.Law 2009, chapter36 authorizes the Public UtiHties Commission to impose an administrative penally for · 
violatio1urllp .t0.-$1~~00 p.er.violator-·for violations ariSing out· ~~t~.e.:Same incident or·c.oJriplaint:.:_It re.q11ires the 
~cn~iss_i?:n to_ p~~yide.a simple:,process. ·r,or a-custom~r to. _report.a line~item _cll~~e_the customer_belieVes. may be in .. ;:·:_ 
violation, Finally, it c!ariffos thatthis provision is not intended to limit any enforcement action or penalty pursued by · 
the Attorney General un,dey .the Maine Unfair Trade Practices Act .. _ 

LD 131 An Act To Amend the Charter of the Athens Standard Water District 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MILLSP OTP 
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Under the current charter of the Athens Standard Water District, a trustee of the district must be a taxpayer of the 

Town of Athens and a ratepayer of the district. Under this bill, a trustee of the district must be a taxpayer of the 

Town of Athens or a ratepayer of the district. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Private and Special Law 2009, chapterl changes the eligibility requirements for trustees of the Athens Standard 

Water District. Under this law, a trusteemustbe a taxpayer of the Town of Athens or a ratepayer of the district. 

LD 146 An Act To Require Telephone Directories To Include Cellular 

Telephone Numbers for Businesses 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

RICHARDSON W ONTP 

This bill requires telephone directories published by telephone utilities to include, at the request of a business 

customer, the cellular telephone number for the business. 

LD 147 An Act To Facilitate the Protection of Electric Utility Consumer 

Interests in Public Utility Commission Cases Involving the 

Construction, Rebuilding or Relocating of Transmission Lines 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HINCK 

HOBBINS 

OTP-AM H-23 

This bill provides the Office of the Public Advocate with authority, similar to existing authority of the Public 

Utilities Commission, to receive a filing fee from the applicant for a certificate of public convenience and necessity. 

While the filing fee for the Public Utilities Commission is equal to either 2/100 of 1 percent or 4/100 of 1 percent of 

the estimated cost to erect, rebuild or relocate the transmission line, the bill provides a filing fee for the Public 

Advocate equal to 1/100of1 percent or 2/100of1 percent of the estimated cost. The bill allows the Office of the 

Public Advocate to a assess a filing fee on an applicant for a certificate of public convenience and necessity who is 

not otherwise subject to an assessment to support the work of the Office of the Public Advocate. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~23) 

This amendment makes the following changes to the bill. 

I. It conditions the payment of a filing fee to the Office of the Public Advocate upon the payment ofa filing fee to 

the Public Utilities Commission. 

2. It sets the amount of the filing fee to the Office of the Public Advocate at 1/100 of! percent of the estimated 

project cost in all cases. 

3. It clarifies the purposes for the expenditures of the filing fee by the Office of the Public Advocate to include 

public outreach. 

4. It requires 'the Office of the Public Advocate to report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having 
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jurisdiction over utilities and energy matters by January 15, 2012 regarding its experience with the collection and 

expenditure of filing fees. 

5. It adds an appropriations and allocations section to the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 26 provides the Office of the Public Advocate With authority similar to that offue Pnbli~ 
Utilities Commission to receive a filing fee front an applicanf for a certificate of public convenience and necessity. 
Thislaw sets the sets the amount of the filing Jee to the Office of th!' Public Advocate at 11100 ofl percent of the 
estllri~te<I project cost and conditions the payment ofa filing fee to the Office of th~ Public Advocate upon the 
payment of a filing fee to the. Public Utilities Commission.· It. specifiesihe purposes for the expenditures of the filing 
fee by the Office of the Public Advocate to. include representing the interests· of consumers in the proceeding before 
th~ commissiCll1 and c~nducting public outreach to inform consumers about the proceeding. This law requires the 
Office ofthe Public Advocate to report to the joint standing committee oftheLegis!ature havingjurisdiction over 
utilities and energy matters.by January 15; 2012 regarding its experience with the. collection and expenditure of 
filing fees. 

LD200 An Act To Amend the Charter of the Caribou Utilities District 

Sponsor(s) Committee Repmt Amendments Adopted 

EDGECOMB OTP-AM H-34 

This bill amends several provisions in the charter of the Caribou Utilities District, including the provisions regarding 

eminent domain, trustee compensation, trustee retirement eligibility, the acquisition of the Caribou Water Works 

Corporation, the authority to borrow and issue bonds, the detennination of rates, liens for payment of rates and 

sewer connections and extensions. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-34) 

This amend1nent makes a series of technical changes to the bill to provide cross-references to relevant provisions in 

the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, with respect to water functions of the district, and to relevant provisions in 

Title 38, with respect to sewer functions of the district. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Private and Special Law 2009, chap tel· 8 arn~nds several pro~ionsin the chart~r.ofth~-Carlbou Utilities District, 

illclllding ~he-pro'/is_io~s_ regarding-emm~nt _d,omain,)rustee_ COinpellsation; trustee _retifenten_t eligibilify-i __ th_e 
acquisition of the Caribou Water Works Corporation, the authority to. bonow and issue bonds, the determination of 
rat~s, lf6riS_ fOr pa:y111ept of rates_ rujd;s_~Wer cOilti_e~~iO~s all Ct" eXte1~~ioI?:~· 

P&S8 

LD220 An Act To Increase the Availability of Solar and Wind Power PUBLIC88 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Repmt Amendments Adopted 

BAR1LETT OTP-AM S-90 
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This bill raises the upper limit of the assessments on transmission and distribution utilities to fund the solar and wind 

energy rebate program from 0.005 cent per kilowatt-hour to 0.01 cent per kilowatt-hour. The bill also repeals the 

provision in cutTent law that repeals the solar and wind energy rebate on December 31, 2010. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-90) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment delays the repeal of the solar and wind energy rebate program 

from December I, 2010 to December 1, 2015. The amendment directs the Public Utilities Commission to use 

federal stimulus funds made available to the commission under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 

2009 to increase funding for the solar and wind energy rebate program by $500,000 per year for a 2-year period and 

to report the results of the funding expansion and recommendations regarding future funding of the progratn in the 

commission's December 1, 2010 annual report of the solar and wind energy rebate program. The amendment also 

directs the commission to amend the rules governing the solar and wind energy rebate program to include 

performance standards as an educational tool for program applicants and to require applicants to complete a simple 

payback period calculation as part of the rebate application fonn. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publie Law 2009, chapter 88delays the sunset on the solar and wind energy rebate progranJ. from Pecemb~r(wio 
toDeceinber 1, 2015, and directs the PublicJJtilities Commission to use federal stimulus funds made available under 

the Allterican Recovery arid Reinvesttrient Act of2009 to increase fu11dingfor the sola: and:wind energy rebate 

program by $500,000 per ye~ for.a 2-year p~riod. It:requireii the commiss.ion t() report the results of the funding 

~xpansion and recommendations reg~rding future funding of the program in the December 1;2010 ammal report of 

the solar and wind energy re bare program, This faw .also directs. the commi~sion to am:ndtherules governing the 

.solar and wind ene{gy rebate pr<)granJ. to. in,lude performance standardsas an educ~tional too If or program 

applicants and to require applicants to c9mplete .a simple payback perio<\ calculation as part of the application forn.i. 

I>ublicLaw 2009, chapter 88 was .. enacted as an emergency measure effective May 8, 2009, 

LD238 An Act Regarding Consumer-owned Water Utilities and Contracts for 

Large-scale Extraction and Transportation of Water 

Sponsor(s) 

LEGG 

SULLIVAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-35 

This bi11 ~equires a consumer-owned water utility to hold a public hearing and to secure approval of a majority of 

voters in a referendum vote before entering into a contract with any entity that involves: 

1. The sale of water for purposes other than on-site use or consumption by the purchasing entity; 

2. The sale or lease of any water rights held by the utility, including the right to extract water from sources from 

which the utility is authorized to obtain water; or 

3. The sale of any water or sale or lease of any water rights on terms different than those available to any other 

similarly situated entity. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-35) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment prohibits a consumer-ovmed water utility from entering into a 

contract that involves large-scale extraction and transportation of water until the utility has: 
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I. Held a public meeting that includes oppmtunity for public comment at least 30 days before entering into such 

contract; 

2. Provided public notice of the meeting and the proposed contract to each of the utility's customers, the Public 

Utilities Commission, the Office of the Public Advocate and affected municipalities, and in a newspaper of general 

circulation in the area served by the utility, at least 30 days prior to the meeting; and 

3. Made a copy of the proposed contract available for public inspection prior to the meeting. 

The runendrnent specifies that the requirements do not apply to any contract between a consumer-owned water utility 

and another entity that involves large-scale extraction and transportation of water when the entity contracting with 

the utility is an existing customer of the utility or is a water utility, or when the transportation of water to be 

provided under the contract qualifies as one of several exceptions in the laws governing restrictions on bulk 

transport of water. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P~i>li~ Law ioo9:~hapte;3i, PfOhlbits a consµmer-owned Water~tility fr~~ enie~htg irii;; "tontra'Ct thaiillvolved 
large-scale extraction _and transportation of water until the utility has: 

L Held a public meeting tllatincludes opportunity for public comment atleast 30 days before entering into such 

contract; 
~· ·. -

2. Provided public nor~eof the \'1eetfog and th.e proposed ~cmtra~t to eachofthe llti~ty's customers,cthe Public 

Utilities. Cornmissiqn, .the Office of the Public Advoc.ate. and affected municipalities, and in.~ news.paper of gener~l 
circulation in.the area served by the utility, at least 30 days prior to the meeting; and 

3, .Made a copy of the proposed contract available for public .inspection prior to the tneeting. 
- . . ... .. 

The law specifi"!' that these requir~ments llo nbt apply to any contract between a consumer-owned water utility and 

another entitr that inyolve~large-~cale extractiona11d transportati~n of water when.the entity contracting withthe 

utility is an existing ~usi~i;ner ?f the utility9r i~ .a ~ater utility, or when the transportation ofvvaterto be provided · 

~der the contract qu~lijies as qne of several exc°'ptions in tlie)avvs governing restrictions on bulk transport. of . 

Water. 

Pu_b.Hc.L .. aw 200 .. 9 .• '.~hapter 37 was .. enacted as an emergency measure effective_ .. _April 17, 2009. -··- - - - - - -

LD264 An Act To Amend the Surcharge for the E-9-1-1 System 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CLEARY OTP-AM H-437 

This bill increases the statewide E-9-1-1 surcharge from 30¢ to 50¢ per month. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-437) 

This amendment increases the E-9-1-1 surcharge from 30¢ to 37¢ effective July I, 2009, and 52¢ effective July 1, 

2010. The amendment also authorizes the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy to submit legislation 

regarding the E-9-1-1 surcharge to the Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. If the committee elects to 

submit legislation under this authority, the committee is required to consider certain information regarding the 
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E-9-1-1 surcharge and the E-9-1-1 fund, including surcharge revenue history and projections, expenditure history 

and projections, unexpended amounts in the E-9-1-1 fund, opportunities to reduce expenditures related to the 

configuration of public safety answering points and designated uses of the E-9-1-1 fund. The amendment adds an 

appropriations and allocations section. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 41Gi~~;·~asesthe.E-9:1~1 s,;;:c11lll"ge from 30¢ to 37¢ effecti~~Jltly l; 2009, and 52¢ 

effective July 1, 2010, H authorizes the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy to submit legislation 

regarding the E-9-1-l surcharge to the Second Regular Session of the I 24th Legislature. If the committee elects to 
Subtlli-~ legislatfo_n under this authority, the com1nittee -is Tequifed tO considei _c_e_ft,_ci_~ ihfonnation regarding the 
E'9-l-] surcharge and the. E-9-1-1 fund, including surcharge rev<mue history and projections, expenditure history 

and projections, unexpended amounts. in the E-9-1-1. fund, opportunities to reduce expenditures related to the 

configuration of public safety answering points and designated uses of the E-9-1 cJ fund. 

Public Law 2009, chapter 416 was enacted as an.elllergency measure effective June 17, 2009. 

LD275 An Act To Amend the Charter of the Limestone Water and Sewer 

District 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MARTINJL OTP-AM H-33 

This bill establishes a board of directors for the Greater Limestone Wastewater Treatment Facility with 

responsibility for the regulation, management, operation and maintenance of the Greater Limestone Wastewater 

Treatment Facility and for rate changes and changes in the te1ms and conditions of service to the Loring 

Development Authority of Maine. The provisions of the bill establishing the board do not take effect unless the 

Limestone Water and Sewer District acquires title to the Greater Limestone Wastewater Treatment Facility by July 

I, 2010. This bill also increases the district's debt limit from $1,500,000 to $5,000,000. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-33) 

This amendment makes the following changes to the bill. 

I. It clarifies the language in the bill regarding the responsibilities of the board and the board membership for the 

Greater Limestone Wastewater Treatment Facility Board. 

2. It also increases the district's debt limit to $8,000,000 rather than to $5,000,000 as proposed in the bill. 

P&SS 

EMERGENCY 

3. It adds an emergency preamble and an emergency clause so that the Limestone Water and Sewer District can take 

advantage of federal funding for wastewater projects that is available under the American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act of 2009, and it clarifies the effective date of the provisions regarding the Greater Limestone 

Wastewater Treatment Facility Board. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pr.ivate and SpecfaiLaw 2009, chapter 5 establishes the Greater Lh;;estone Wastewate~ TreatmentFacility Board. 

The wastewater treatment facility board .consists of the 3 members of the board of trustees of the Limestone Water 

and Sewer District and 2 appointed membern.The wastewater treatmenHacility board is responsible for the 

reguiat_iOn, _mailagem_ellt~ operati_on_ and nlaintellance of the Gt;eate~--~~esron_e Wast~-w~ter Tf~aiment F'acHity:_aiid
for rate changes and changes in the terms and conditions of seryice to the Loring D~vel~pment Authority ofMainf. 

The provisions of the law establishing the wastewate1· treatment facility .board do nottake effect unles.s the 
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Linie~tone Wate~.;.;d Se,_;;e~bistrl~t ~2quires tit!~ to. th~ Greater Limestone WastewateF Treatment Facility by July 

1,.2010. This law also increases the district's debt limit from $1,500,000 to $8,000,000. 

Pliv.ate and Special Law 2009, chapter Swas enacted as an emergency measure effectiveAplil 16, 2009. 

LD 276 An Act To Protect the Integrity of the State's Carbon Dioxide Budget 
Trading Program and Auction Process and To Provide Allocations to 
the Energy and Carbon Savings Trust Fund 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

BARTLETT OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

S-138 HOBBINS 

S-42 

PUBLIC200 

EMERGENCY 

This bill provides a "public records exception" to exclude certain information sub1nitted to the Department of 

Environmental Protection or its agent by parties in order to participate in carbon dioxide emission allowance 

auctions held under the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative. The identified purpose of the exception is to protect the 

integrity of the auctions. 

The bill also repeals the requirement that rules adopted by the Depmtment ofEnviromnental Protection under Title 

38 chapter 3-B establish a system under which proceeds from the sale of C02 allowances may be returned to electric 

customers as direct credits on bills at times of heightened price pressure in regional carbon emission allowance 

markets. 

Finally, the bill establishes allocations for the Energy and Carbon Savings Trust Fund for the disbursement of 

auction revenues. 

Committee Amendment "A 11 (S~42) 

This amendment makes the following changes to the bill: 

I. It moves the language in Public Law 2007, chapter 317, regarding rulemaking to provide credits to electric 

ratepayers at times of heightened price pressure in the regional carbon dioxide allowance markets, which is repealed 

by the bill, into the statutes governing the Energy and Carbon Savings Trust and shifts responsibility for rulemaking 

from the Department of Environmental Protection to the Public Utilities Commission. 

2. It adds a provision to the bill that changes the Energy and Carbon Savings Trust's expenditure limit for 

administrative costs from 2 percent of trust fund receipts to no more than $800,000 per year. 

3. It adds a provision to the bill to insert a necessary cross-reference to the voluntary renewable market set aside in 

the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative Act of2007. 

4. It adds a provision to the bill to require the Depmtment ofEnviromnental Protection and the Energy and Carbon 

Savings Trust to report on the revenues and expenditures of the Energy and Carbon Savings Trust Fund as part of the 

annual report to the Legislature. 

5. It mnends the public records exception contained in the bill by clarifying the specific records that are 

confidential, the time period of confidentiality and exceptions to the confidentiality requirements. It clarifies and 

provides certain definitions and moves the public records exception language to the section of law goven1ing the 

Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative Act of2007. 
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This amendment was reviewed and evaluated by the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary pursuant to Maine 

Revised Statutes, Title 1, section 434, which requires review and evaluation of new exceptions to laws governing 

public records. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment 11A" (8~138) 

This amendment corrects the appropriations and allocations section by providing the allocation to the Public Utilities 

Commission rather than to the Department of Environ1nental Protection and by correcting a spelling e1To1'. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 200 provldesa public records exception for certain information submitted to the 

Deparlnlent ofEnviromnentaLProtection or its agent by parties in order to participate i~ auctions heldunderthe 

Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative. The identified purpose of the exception is to protect the integrity of the 

aUctiOn's. 

Th" lawalso amends certain language inPublic Law 2007, chapter 317,r~gardingrulemaking to pr?vide credits to 
electricn1tepayers at times of heightened price pressure in the regional carbondio~de allo\Yance markets and enacts 

approwiate language w .shift therespo.nsibility for this rulemaking fro ID the Deparlnlent ofEnviromnental Protection 
to thePublic Utilities Commission. .. · . 

The l~w changes the Energy and Carbon Savings Trust's expenditure limltforndministrative costs from 2. percen!of 

trust fimd receipts to no more thap $800,000 per year and es(~blishes al.locations for the Energy and. Carb.on Sa~ings 
TmstFund for tile disb'!rsement.ofauction revenu~s. It. also requires the DepartmentofEnvirolUilental Protection 

and the Energy and Carbon Saying~ TflJSt to rep~rt on therevemies an.d expenditures of the Energy and Carbon · 

Sayings Trust Fund as part ofthe annual report to.the Legislature. 

Public Law 2009, chapter 200 was.enacted as an emergency measure effective l\!!ay 26, 2009. 

LD314 Resolve, Directing the Public Utilities Commission To Study the 

Feasibility of the Merger of Certain Utilities 

Sponsor(s) 

MARTINJL 

JACKSON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONIP 

This bill directs the Public Utilities Commission to study the feasibility of the merger of the Maine Public Service 

Company with New Brunswick Power and submit a report of the results of the study to the Joint Standing 

Committee on Utilities and Energy by December 2, 2009. 

LD334 An Act To Clarify the So-called Dig Safe Law 

Sponsor(s) Cormnittee Report Amendments Adopted 

SYKES ONTP 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. This bill proposes to clarify the so-called dig safe law to assist 

property owners and others in recognizing appropriate dig safe situations. 
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Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 2: Administration of 

Trust, Budgeting, Project Selection Criteria and Procedures, 

Monitoring and Evaluation Requirements, a Major Substantive Rnle of 

the Energy and Carbon Savings Trust 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM H-57 

This resolve provides for legislative review of portions of Chapter 2: Administration of Trust, Budgeting, Project 

Selection Criteria and Procedures, Monitoring and Evaluation Requirements, a major substantive rule of the Energy 
and Carbon Savings Trust. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~57) 

RESOLVE 19 
EMERGENCY 

This amendment authorizes the final adoption of Chapter 2: Administration of Trust, Budgeting, Project Selection 

Criteria and Procedures, Monitoring and Evaluation Requirements, a provisionally adopted major substantive rule of 

the Energy and Carbon Savings Trust, as long as the rule is amended to clarify that the trust may calculate reductions 

in greenhouse gas emissions and reductions in consumption of electricity on a basis other than simply reductions 

frotn current levels when the trust determines it is appropriate to calculate reductions from the level of greenhouse 

gas emissions or consumption of electricity that would exist if alternative, less energy efficient technologies were 

used for the program or project instead of the technologies proposed by the applicant. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 4009, ch~pt<lr 19 ~ufuorizes th~ final adoption of9hapter i:Administration of Trust; Budgeting, Project 

_Selectio_n Cri!-~-r~_a _~d Pr~~-~U,-~s,,_ ~o?itoring-ancl_ -Evaluat_ion :R.eql!ir~ments~ a _prp_yisio~_al'.l:f a_dopt_~_d Jl:lajO(: _
substantive rule of the Ener&Y and.prbon Savings Trn~t. Tl)e resolve requires that the rtile be am~nded to clarify' 
that the trust may cajculate reductions in greenhouse gas elJ}issions arnfreductions in7ousumption of e!ecttjcity on a 
basis other tha~ simJ1l)' reduqtions from currentJev~lswhenthe trnst d~tennines it is apprOpriate to cal cul.ate ·. .· 
:eductions from thel~Xel of gr~e'"'.ouse gas e01issions or "?nsumpti0n of electrfoify thatwotild .exist if alternative, 
less. ener&J efficient technologies were used for th.e program or project instead ofthetechnologiesproposed by the 
applicant · . · 

~esolve 2009,.chapter 19was fin~ly passed as.an emerge~c;meas~iif{ectiveA~ril 30>2009. 

LD336 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 313: Net Energy 

Billing Rule To Allow Shared Ownership, a Major Substantive Rule of 

the Public Utilities Commission 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM H-63 

This resolve provides for legislative review of portions of Chapter 313: Net Energy Billing Rule to Allow Shared 
Ownership, a major substantive 1ule of the Public Utilities Commission. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~63) 
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This amendment authorizes the final adoption of Chapter 313: Net Energy Billing Rule to Allow Shared Ownership, 

a provisionally adopted major substantive rule of the Public Utilities Commission, as long as the rule is amended to 

include micro-combined heat and power systems within the definition of 11eligible facility" and to change the 

installed capacity limit for eligible facilities from 500 kilowatts to 660 kilowatts. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 20 authorizes th~ fioal adoption of Chapter 3i3: Net Energy Billing Rule to Allo~Sh.;:~d. 
Ownership, a provisionally adopted major substantive rule of the Public Utilities Commissi_on. The resolve requires 

that the rule be am~nded to.include micro-combined heat and power systems.within the definition of "eligible 

facility" .and to change the installed capacity lhnit for eligible facilities from 500 kilowatts, in the proposed rule, to 

660 kilowatts: 

Resolve 2009; chapter 20 was finally passed as an emergency measure effective April 30, 2009. 

LD389 An Act To Facilitate the State's Existing Commitment to the Production 

of Liquid Biofuels 

Sponsor(s) 

BUTTERFIELD 

BRYANTB 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-116 

This bill eliminates the Agriculturally Derived Fuel Fund and amends the Clean Fuel Vehicle Fund to include 

biofuel projects. The bill also prohibits franchise agreements that infringe on a retail dealer's ability to deal with 

suppliers of alternative motor fuel other than the franchisor. The bill also directs the Governor's Office of Energy 

Independence and Secu1ity within the Executive Department, in consultation with the Executive Departinent, State 

Planning Office, the Department of Environmental Protection and the Department ofConsetvation, to study and 

make recommendations to the Legislature regarding policies to encourage the sustainability ofbiofuels. 

Committee Amendment ''A" (H-116) 

This amendment makes the following changes to the bill. 

1. It removes the requirement that the Governor's Office of Energy Independence and Security within the Executive 

Department provide direct oversight of the Clean Fuel Vehicle Fund and instead requires that, in administering the 

fund, the Finance Authority of Maine consult and accept input from the Governor's Office of Energy Independence 

and Security. 

2. It amends the bill to focus on "sustainable biofuel, 11 replaces the term nbiofuel" with nsustainable biofuel11 and 

changes the related definition. 

3. It adds a provision to allow the Secretary of State to develop and administer a cost-effective method for a person 

to contribute to the fund through an oriline process. 

4. It eliminates the provisions of the bill relating to prohibitions on franchise agreements between suppliers and 

retail fuel dealers; requirements for a voluntary contribution to the Clean Fuel Vehicle Fund as part of the regular 

motor vehicle registration process and as a checkoff on an income tax return; and the requirement for a study of 

biofuels sustainability by the Governor's Office of Energy Independence and Security. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PublicLaw 2009, chapter 12\eihoi!late~ the AgriculturaUyDerlvedFuelFund and ame!ldsth~Clean Fuel Vehicle 

Fund to.include _snstainable biofuel projects.Thisla'Y requires the Finance Authority of Maine to consult and accept 
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input from the Governor's Office of Energy llldependence and Security in administering the Clean Fuel Vehicle 

Fund. The law also authorizes the Secretary of State to develop and adIIlinister a cost-effective method for a person 

to contribute to the Clean Fuel Vehicle fund through an online process, 

LD396 An Act Regarding Installation of Solar Energy Systems under the Solar 
and Wind Energy Rebate Program 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

NUTTINGJ ONTP 

To qualify for a rebate under current law governing the solar and wind energy rebate program, a solar photovoltaic 

system must be installed by a master electrician who has been certified by a North American board of certified 

energy practitioners or by a master electrician working in conjunction with a person who has been certified by a 

North American board of certified energy practitioners, and a solar thermal system designed to heat water must be 

installed by a qualified solar thermal water system installer. This bill amends the law to allow for a rebate when the 

owner or tenant of a residential or com1nercial property performs the installation of a solar photovoltaic system or a 

solar thermal system designed to heat water, as long as the installation has been inspected and approved by a 

municipal electrical inspector, in the case of solar photovoltaic systems, or a municipal plumbing inspector in the 

case of solar thermal systems designed to heat water. 

LD407 Resolve, To Identify Funding Available To Promote the Use of 
Energy-efficient Furnaces 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PLOWMAN OTP-AM S-39 

This resolve directs the Public Utilities Commission to amend its rules governing conservation programs to provide 

funding to promote the use of more efficient furnaces by low-income residents. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-39) 

This amendment replaces the resolve. The a1nendment directs the Public Utilities Com1nission to identify funding 

sources available to the State and strategies to use such funding to promote the use of energy-efficient furnaces, 

particularly among low-income residents. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapterlS directs the Public Utilities cothmission to identify funding sources a\'irilableto the State 

and strat,e~ieS .to.1:1.S.~ suph fiuidiiig to. p~om~:re·the ~se:9f cihergy~~fficlellt furnaces,:.particulariy among IOW-income 
residents .. · 

Resolve 2009; chapterl8 was fi11ally passed as an emergencymeasure effective Apiil30, '.2009. 
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LD418 An Act To Facilitate the Development of Ocean Wind Power 

Sponsor(s) 

CLARKH 

SULLIVAN 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill includes an appropriation of $200,000 to the Executive Department, State Planning Office in fiscal years 

2009-10 and 2010-11 to provide funds to the GulfofMaine Research Institute to organize meetings of marine 

stakeholders along the coast of the State regarding the development of ocean wind energy. 

LD543 An Act Concerning the Allocation of Power Generated by GNE, LLC 

Sponsor(s) 

CLARKH 

JACKSON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This bill requires electricity generated by GNE, LLC hydropower facilities to be first allocated to the paper 

production facilities located in Millinocket and East Millinocket. 

LD 543 was carried over to any special or regular session of the 124th Legislature pursuant to Joint Order, H.P. 

1053. 

LD 555 An Act To Promote Public Safety Answering Point Efficiency 

Sponsor(s) 

FLETCHER 

MCCORMICK 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-254 

This bill requires the E-9-1-1 Council to assist the Public Utilities Commission, Emergency Services 

Communication Bureau in resolving service-related complaints regarding the E-9-1-1 syste1n. It requires the bureau 

to include in its annual report to the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy information regarding the 

performance of each of the public safety answering points during the reporting period. The bill directs the bureau to 

prepare and submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy regarding the optimum 

configuration of public safety answering points in the State and the benefits and consequences of expanding the 

statewide E-9-1-1 surcharge to fund all E-9-1-1 system costs. The bill authorizes the committee to submit legislation 

relating to the report to the Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-254) 

This amendment makes the following changes to the bill. 

1. It adds a provision to require the Public Utilities Commission, Emergency Setvices Com1nunication Bureau, prior 

to implementing a reduction in the number of public safety answering points, to make a finding regarding the need 
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for the reduction based on an evaluation of the costs and benefits of the reduction, taking into account impacts on 

ratepayers, each of the affected municipalities and the State. 

2. It amends the provision of the bill that requires the bureau to prepare and submit a report regarding public safety 

answering points and the E-9-1-1 system. It clarifies the issues to be taken into account when reporting on the 

optimum configuration of public safety answering points. It adds to the report an assessment of how to implement 

and regulate the optimum configuration, including the regulation of changes to public safety answering point 

locations initiated by municipalities, taking into consideration the cost implications for municipalities and the State. 

3. It adds an appropriations and allocations section to the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 219 amends the laws govefl)ing the E-9-1-1 system as follows. 

:l. __ Jt req~_ireS the Public Utiliti~s Comnlission, Emergency Servf~es <:;om1Iluni_~ation _Bureau, priOr to irnplementiilg __ -a 
reduction in the ~umber of public .safety answering poi~ts, to make a finding regarding theneed for the reduction 

bru;ed on an eval~ation of the costs and benefits of the reduction, taking into account fo1pacts on. i·atepayers, each of 
the affected municipalities and the State. · 

2. !!requires the E4l,1 Council to assist the Public Utilities Commission,Emergency Services Communication 

Bureau (ESCB) in.resolving service-related compbin.ts regarding th~ E-9-.1-1 :system. 

3. Itrequiresthe E~CB tg include. in its annualreport to the Joint S~dillg ~?mmittee on.Utilities ~d Ene~gy 
infonnationregarding theperfonnance of each of the public safety answering points during the.n;porting period 

----: ---> -- - --------- -- - - _- - ' 

4. It directs the ESCB .to ~repare and submit a}e]Jort to th~ Jointstaiiding Commitll'e on Utilities and Energy 
regru·ding the opthnum configurittionqf publk safoty answering points in the State and the benefits and 

consequences ofexp~mling the statewide E-9-1, 1 surchargetofimd .all E-9-1-l sy~te1n°'osts. The report must also 

include an.assesslllent of how to implement and regulate the optimum configmation., incfoding the regulation of 

chai;ges to public safety answering point locations initiated by 111lJ1licipalities ... The biU aµthoriies the committee to 
submitlegislationrelating to the report to !he Second Regular Session of the _124th Legislature. 

LD 596 An Act To Allow Electricity Customers Who Operate Generating 

Facilities To Be Paid in Cash for Excess Net Energy Produced 

Sponsor(s) 

MARTIN JR 

PERRYJ 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill requires transmission and distribution utilities to compensate a customer that generates electricity from 

renewable resources for any excess electricity generated by the customer beyond the customer's actual electricity 

usage. It requires the compensation to be in the form of either a cash payment or kilowatt-hour credits that do not 

expire for 24 months. The bill directs the Public Utilities Commission to adopt routine technical rules to implement 

these requirements. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 

An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Pnhlic Safety Answering Points 

Sponsor(s) 

COTTA 

MCCORMICK 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. This bill proposes to establish requirements that must be met 

prior to any consolidation or reconfiguration of public safety answering points. Under the bill, piior to the 

consolidation or reconfiguration of any public safety answering points: 

1. A study must be conducted and submitted to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction 

over utilities and energy matters. The report must include an analysis of the costs and benefits of the proposed 

configuration of public safety answering points, including but not limited to an analysis of: 

A. The anticipated total system costs, including but not limited to maintenance, training and operating expenses; 

B. The impact on direct dispatch of emergency services, transfer routing and relay routing; and 

C. The specific benefits and costs to individual affected municipalities and communities; and 

2. Each municipality or community that is affected by the proposed consolidation or reconfiguration of public safety 

answering points must be afforded the opportunity to vote to accept or reject the proposed consolidation or 

reconfiguration. 

LD608 An Act To Protect Electricity Consnmers in Northern Maine 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SHERMAN OTP-AM S-50 

This bill prohibits the Public Utilities Commission from issuing a certificate of public convenience and necessity for 

a transmission line that has the effect of eliminating the independent system administrator for northern Maine or 

eliminating or modifying the scope of responsibilities of the independent system administrator for northern Maine 

unless the certificate is subject to a requirement for full compensation for an adverse effect on customer costs. The 

bill requires that the compensation be paid to affected customers through a rebate or reduction in rates charged by 

transmission and distribution utilities serving the area that is administered by the independent system administrator 

for northern Maine for a period of not less than I 0 years. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-50) 

This amendment makes several changes to the bill to specify that the compensation to be provided to affected 

ratepayers: (I) is specifically for net adverse effects on ratepayers, rather than adverse effects; (2) may be provided 

through an appropriate compensation mechanism other than a rebate or rate reduction; and (3) must be for the 

benefit of affected ratepayers in the area covered by the Northern Maine Independent System Administrator. 

Additionally, the amendment limits the period over which the compensation is calculated and provided to affected 

ratepayers to a period of not more than 10 years. 

885 

ONTP 

PUBLIC285 



Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter285 prohibits the Public Utilities Commission from issuing a certificate of public 

cOnve~ence:·and n~cessity for·a transniis_sfOn_Hne thathasthe __ effect of eliminating the inaei)endentSyStem 
adminis(ratorfor northern Maine or materially modifying the scope ofresponsibilities of the. independent system 

administrator for north em Maine unless the certificate is subject to a requirement for full c0mpensation for the. net 

adverse effects on ratepayers as determined by the commission. The.law i'equires that the .~ompensation be paid to 

affected customers thrdugh a rebate, reduction in ra~es-or_ other appropriate comperisation mechanisiti. benefitirig 
affected ratepayers in the area of the State in which the retail electricity market is administered by the independent 

system administrator for northern Maine. It also requires that the compensation be calculated for and provided to 

~ffected ratepayers over a pe1iod of not morethan 10 years. 

LD 650 An Act To Create a Funding Structure for Sustainable Investment in 
Public Water and Wastewater Infrastructure in the State 

Sponsor(s) 

BERRY 

BARTLETT 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-455 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. This bill proposes to create a sustainable funding mechanism 

for water and wastewater infrastructure in the State. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-455) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment establishes a funding structure for capital investment in public 
water and wastewater infrastructure in the State, but does not provide actual funds at this time. The funding structure 

established by the amendment consists of: (1) the State Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Fund within the Maine 

Municipal Bond Bank; (2) the Maine Drinking Water Fund within the Department of Health and Human Services, 

which is designed for capital investment and improvement of public water systems, drinking water supplies and 

water treatment facilities; and (3) the Maine Clean Water Fund within the Department of Environmental Protection, 

which is designed for capital investment and improvement of public wastewater systems and treatment facilities and 

water pollution abatement systems. 

The amendment directs the Department of Health and Human Services and the Department of Environmental 

Protection to convene a stakeholder group to review and make recommendations regarding funding needs and 

sources for the State Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Fund, taking into account the intent to use that fund as a 

state match for federal funds and to transfer funds from that fund to the Maine Drinking Water Fund and the Maine 

Clean Water Fund. The amendment requires the departments to report the results of the stakeholder group to the 

Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy and authorizes the committee to submit legislation related to the 

report to the Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

----- ---------------- ------------------------ ----------------------- ----------------------------------

Public Law 2009; chapter 377 establishes a funding structure fo~ capital investment in public water and wastewater 

infrastructure in the State, but does.not provide actual• funds at this time. The fonding structure established by the 

law con.sists of:(!) the StateWate~ 3J1d Wastewater Infrastructure Fund within the Maine Municipal Bond Bank;J2f 

the Maine Drinking Water Fund. withi]]. the Department of Health and Human Se1vices, which is designed for capital 

investment and improvement ofpublic w~ter systems, drinking water supplies a~dwater tr~atment facilities; and (3) 

the Maine Clean Water Fund within the Department of EnvironmentalProtection; which is designed for capital 

fuveStn:i~~tan;d improveme~t_ofj)ubi-ic wa~teWater sy~~_ems ~d 1Tea~etiff~Ci1ities and _water ___ p_ollution abatenient 

S)'Stem£!. 
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This law also. directs the Department of Health and Human Services and the Department of Environmental 
Protection t_O convene a stake~~01der grOup to_ review_ and n1ake reconllilen<l,ations_ regarding funding needs and_ 
sources for the State Water and. Wastewater Infrastructure Fund, taking int.a account the intent to use that. fund as a 
state match. for federal funds and to transfer funds from that fund to the Maine Drinking Water Fund and.the Maine 
Clean Water Fund. Itrequires the departments t.o report the results of the stakeholder group to the JointStanding 
Committee on Utilities and Energy arid authorizes the committee to submit legislation related to the. repmt to the • 
Second Regular Session ofthe !24th Legislature. 

LD651 An Act To Amend the Wind Energy Rebate Program Eligibility 
Requirements 

Sponsor(s) 

BROWNE 
SHERMAN 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill makes changes to the eligibility requirements and rebate levels for wind energy system rebates under the 
solar and wind energy rebate program. The bill establishes the rebate amount for wind energy systems in statute as 

an increasing function of the kilowatt capacity of the wind energy system and the classification of the wind resource 
at the site of the installation. The bill also amends the law to require that the wind energy system be installed by a 
factory trained or approved installer under the supervision of a master electrician. 

The bill places certain limitations on the eligibility requirements that the Public Utilities Commission may establish 
for wind energy rebates under the program. Specifically, the bill: prohibits the commission from requiring a 

residential applicant to demonstrate a 1ninimum wind speed of 9.8 miles per hour or more at the site; prohibits the 
commission fro1n requiring a minimum tower height for the wind energy system installation; establishes 20 feet as 
the minimum allowed distance between the wind energy system's blade and any structure or trees within a 200-foot 
radius; and requires the applicant for the-rebate to enter into a net energy billing agreement with the trans1nission 
and distribution utility. 

LD717 An Act To Ensure Proper Oversight of Propane Facilities 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

FITTS ONTP 

This bill removes the oversight of certain propane facilities from the Public Utilities Commission and places the 
oversight of such facilities under the jurisdiction of the Propane and Natural Gas Board. 

LD764 An Act To Allow Municipalities To Offer Access to the Internet through 
Digital Subscriber Lines 

Sponsor(s) 

SAVIELLO 
GOOLEY 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

887 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 



Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 

This bill allows a municipality to provide digital subscriber line, or DSL, service through itself or through a third 
party to an area of the municipality that does not receive Iriten1et service if the telecommunications utility servicing 
the municipality refuses to provide the service to the area. 

LD766 An Act To Promote Telecommunications Availability for the Deaf and 

Hard of Hearing 

Sponsor(s) 

WAGNERJ 

BOWMAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-65 

This bill clarifies that the 70% rate reduction in intrastate toll calls established by the Public Utilities Commission 

for deaf, hard-of-hearing and speech-impaired persons applies when there are toll charges assessed for the calls. The 
bill also replaces certain references in the law to teletypewriters with references to telecommunications devices for 
the deaf and updates several definitions to reflect the new ways in which the deaf and hard-of-hearing community 

uses telecom1nunications services. The bill also clarifies that an entity can qualify as a telecommunications relay 
service provider even if there are parts of the State where it is not technologically feasible to provide the service. 
The bill clarifies that the Division of Deafness is within the Department of Labor not the Department of Education, 
and it clarifies the membership of the Telecommunications Relay Services Advisory Council. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-65) 

This amendment makes several technical changes to the bill for clarification and consistency. It replaces the term 
11hearing impaired person 11 with 11hard-of-hearing person11 for consistency with language in the bill, and it provides a 
more detailed definition of 11hard-of-hearing personn than is included in the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publfo L~W 2009, ch~pter 68clarifies that the 70% rate red~ction in intrastate toll calls e~tabJished by the P~blic 
Utilitie~ .Commission for deaf, h;ud-of-hearing and speech-impaired Perso~s applies when there.ar" toll charges 

~se8:.5-~~ fo~:the.call.s:· The law t¥s°:·r~places·_c:~rt~in_ refere.nce~to .. telefyP.~write·fs· with ... refer~nces,_.to 
telec?ll1)11~ications device~for fl)e deaf and upa,ites severald~fipltions to reflect the new ways i1l which the deaf 
and hard-of-hearing COll1)11Uruty uses tel~communications services. This law also clarifies that an entity can qualify 
as atelecomtllunications relay service provider even if the.re are. parts of the State wh.ere it is not technologically 
feasible to provide the service; Finally, it cla,rifies that .the Division ofDeafuess is within the J)epartm~nt o~Labor 
not th~Deparf'tlent of Education, and it cillrifies the membership of the Telecommunications Relay Services 
Advisory Council. 

PUBLIC 68 

LD 789 An Act To Make Certain Changes to the Laws Regarding E-9-1-1 

Surcharge Collection from Prepaid Wireless and Voice over Internet 

Protocol Providers 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

FLAHERTY 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill makes several changes to the laws governing the collection of the E9 l l surcharge for prepaid wireless 

service and voice over Internet protocol, or VOIP, service. 
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This bill makes two changes to this provision of law regarding the dete1mination of a cellular or wireless service 

customer's place of residence. For post-paid customers, it specifies that the customer's place of primary use, rather 

than place of residence, must be determined by the sourcing rules in Title 36, section 2556. For prepaid wireless 
service customers, it specifies that the customer's nexus to Maine must be determined by the sourcing rules in Title 

36, section 2556, and authorizes the Public Utilities Commission by rule to establish additional criteria to determine 

nexus, including the assignment of prepaid wireless service to a telephone number within Maine's area code. 

The bill modifies the law relating to the point of sale collection method for the surcharge on pre-paid wireless 

service to authorize the collection of the surcharge from a "purchaser" in addition to from a "customer." 

This bill also modifies the law relating to the average revenue per user, or ARPU, collection method for the 

surcharge on pre-paid wireless service. Specifically it amends the formula for determining the total surcharge that is 

collected indirectly from prepaid wireless telephone customers. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-202) 

This amendment is the minority report of the committee. The amendment replaces the bill with a resolve. The 

amendment directs the Public Utilities Commission to: 

I. Form and participate in a stakeholder group to design a method of collecting an E-9-1-1 surcharge on prepaid 

wireless teleco1nrnunications service that is comprehensive, convenient and least burdensome, taking into account 

the perspectives of prepaid wireless telecommunications service providers, retailers and end users; and 

2. Develop recommendations regarding the best method of protecting the integrity of the E-9-1-1 fund under the 

Maine Revised Statutes, Title 25, section 2927 and ensuring access to federal grant funds related to the E-9-1-1 

system. 

The amendment requires the commission to report to the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy by 
January 15, 2010 on both of these matters and authorizes the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy to 

report out legislation on these matters to the Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. 

LD790 An Act To Waive Public Utilities Commission Approval of Special 
Contracts When the Contracts Apply to Detariffed Rates or Terms 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HINCK OTP-AM H-58 

This bill exempts a telephone utility from the requirement to obtain approval from the Public Utilities Commission 

for a special contract and changes in the rates under such a contract, when that utility has been granted an exemption 

from the requirement to file rate schedules or terms and conditions, or tariffs, with the commission. The exemption 

from the special contract approval requirement is limited to the same extent of the exemption from the tariff filing 

requirement. This means that if a telephone utility has some services exempt from tariff filing, it is only exempt from 

the special contract approval requirement for those specific services. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-58) 

This amendment clarifies the language in the bill regarding the exemption from the requirement for Public Utilities 

Commission approval of special contracts for certain telephone utilities that are already exempted from the 

requirement to file rate schedules or terms and conditions. 

Enacted Law Summary 
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P~bli~ La~:2()()9, ch~pt~~ 66 eii~l11pts a tei;,phone utilityfr~l11the req~i~~l11ent t~ ~btain approval fr~l11 th~ Public 

Utilities Commission fora special contract and changes in the rates under such a contract, when that utility has been 
granted an exemption_ fro1n the !equirement to _.file_ ~te schedules or _terms .and _conditions, or tariffs, with ~e 
commis_sio~. The ~xemp!ion fro~.th~- speci_~i co_ntract approval reqllire111"cent is limited to __ the __ same _extent of the 
exemption from the tariff filing requirement. Thls means that if a telephone utility has some services exempt from 
tariff filing,: it-is orily .e_xenipt fiutri,the-special contr_act approval_ iequireme1it foi th-ose _speCific services·: 

LD792 Resolve, Regarding On-bill Financing Programs for Energy Efficiency 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

RAYE OTP-AM S-111 

This bill directs the Public Utilities Commission to develop on-bill financing programs for energy efficiency 

improvements for small businesses, The bill also authorizes the Public Utilities Commission to direct 

investor-owned transmission and distribution utilities to implement on-bill financing programs for small business 
customers. On-bill financing is a method by which energy efficiency improvements are financed through the 
monthly electricity bill at 0% interest. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-111) 

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve. The amendment directs the Public Utilities Commission to 

examine options for establishing an on-bill financing program for the purchase and installation of energy 

efficiency measures and energy-efficient technologies by small businesses. The amendment also authorizes the 

commission to consider on-bill financing programs for residential electricity customers. The amendment 

requires the commission to submit a report of its findings and recommendations regarding on-bill financing to 

the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy by January 15, 2010, and it authorizes the committee to 

submit legislation concerning this subject to the Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapt~r 49. directs the PublicUtiHties Commission to examine options for establishing an on-bill 

financingprogramforthe p11rcbase and in~taUation of energy efficiency measures.and energy-efficient ... 

technologies.by ~mallb11sine~.ses and authorizes the commission to consider on-biU fin~ncing programs for. 

residential. el<;cll'icity cus~9m,rs, The resolve req?ires the.commission to sullilJ.if a report of its findings· and 

l·ecmnmendations regarding owbill fmancing to the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities. and Energy by 

Jatm~ry .15.~ 201?, l!lldit authorizes the committeet9 sublllitlegislation·conceming this subject to the Sec.ond 

Regular Session of the 124thLegislature. 

LD844 An Act To Reduce Costs for Customers of Northern Maine 

Consumer-owned Utilities 

Sponsor(s) 

CLEARY 
COURTNEY 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-85 

Under current law a consumer-owned transmission and distribution utility (COU) may sale retail generation service 
in its own service territory. A COU, however, may not sell wholesale generation service except for incidental sales 

890 

RESOLVE49 

--- - - -- --~- --

PUBLIC 108 



Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 

necessary to reduce the cost of retail service. This bill removes that limitation for CO Us located within the tenitory 

administered by the independent system administrator for northern Maine and authorizes those COUs to sell 

wholesale generation services, without limitation, for the purpose of reducing its customers' costs. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~85) 

This amendment changes the provision in the bill regarding the sale of wholesale generation service by a 

consumer-owned transmission and distribution utility (COU). The amendment specifies that a COU located within 

the territory administered by the independent system administrator for northern Maine may sell wholesale generation 

service in excess of its retail generation service when that sale of wholesale generation service is made as part of 

providing retail service. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public L~w2009, chapter I 08 authorizes a con~umer:owned transmission and distribution utility located w.ithin the 
territory.admmistered by the independent system administrator for northern Maine to sell wholesale generation 
Seiyi~·e in.eXc.esS of.its fetaii.generation serVice when that sale ofwhOlesale generation sefvice.·is made as piirf o~ 
providing retail service. 

LD 845 Resolve, To Expand Access to Renewable Energy Programs 

Sponsor(s) Committee Rep01t Amendments Adopted 

ADAMS OTP-AM H-158 

S-328 DIAMOND 

This bill amends the solar and wind energy rebate program administered by the Public Utilities Commission to set 

aside 50% of the funds available for rebates to owners or tenants of residential or commercial property during the 

first 6 months of each fiscal year specifically for rebates to residential applicants whose household income is at or 

below the state median household inco1ne. During the remainder of the year, the bill authorizes the co1nmission to 

distribµte the remaining funds available for rebates without reference to the applicant's income level or property 

type. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-158) 

RESOLVE 131 
EMERGENCY 

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve. The resolve directs the Public Utilities Commission, in cooperation 

with the University of Maine Cooperative Extension Service, to conduct a 2-year outreach and education program to 

provide information to Maine residents regarding renewable energy technology and systems for residential use and 

renewable energy programs and incentives available through federal, state and local agencies. The resolve requires 

the Public Utilities Commission, in cooperation with the University of Maine Cooperative Extension Service, to 

submit an interim report and a final report on this outreach and education program to the joint standing committee of 

the Legislature having jurisdiction over utilities and energy matters and authorizes the commission to adopt routine 

technical rules as necessary to implement the program. The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations 

section. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-328) 

This amend1nent strikes an appropriations and allocations section in co1nmittee amendment "A" (H-158) as it is 

duplicative of appropriations and allocations provided in Resolve 2009, chapter 46. 

Enacted Law Summary 

ilesolve 2009~~h~pter i 31 aiieciitheP-ubliCUtilities Commission,-i~ro~per~tionwii!lilie-Uiriversity of Maine 

891 



Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 

Co~P'~r~tiV~ E~t~nsio~ Se~ice, ·t~ ·~dndllct a ~-yearo!ltr~.ach an~·::.educ~ti~~ -p~~gram_ to proYid~- i~1:f~~-~ti~~-1:0 M~i~~ 
residents regatdirig renewable energy technology and systems for residential use and renewable energy programs.and 

ince_ntives available through federal_, st3;te an~ 1ocata,g_encies:_ The rest:)~V~:tequir~s: the· Piiblic __ Utilities Co1nmissi,on, 
in cooperation_with the University _ofMaine· Cooperati_y~ E_x.t~nsi_on S_e1vic~;:to ._submit an _inte~-~·eport a~d- a_ Im~l 
report on this outreach arid education program .to the jointstanding committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction 
over utilities ·and· energy. matters :filid authoiizCs the· ccimmiSsiOnJ6_ ftd~pt -~!.rUtiiie techniCal ·ruleS ·as riecessary tO 
implement the program. · 

Resolve 2009, chapter .131 was finally passed as an emergency measure effective June 15, 2009, 

LD848 An Act To Encourage Green Commerce 

Sponsor(s) 

BECK 
SULLIVAN 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill requires the Maine Technology Institute to establish a new grant program to award funds on a competitive · 

basis to businesses that install or operate green technology that improves energy efficiency and uses renewable 
resources. The bill authorizes the Maine Technology Institute to apply for funds for this grant program from the 

conservation program fund of the Public Utilities Commission. It also authorizes the Public Utilities Commission to 
award funds from the conservation program fund to the Maine Technology Institute's program to support incentives 
for green technology. 

ONTP 

LD850 An Act To Ensure Local Broadband Coverage PUBLIC 63 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) 

PINGREE 
DAMON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-64 

This bill gives the Public Utilities Commission the authority to adopt rules to require a communications service 

provider that is providing broadband coverage within at least 50 percent of a municipality1s geographic area to 
expand its broadband coverage to all of the geographic area within that municipality. 

Committee Amendment ''A'' (H-64) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The a1nendment requires the ConnectlvIE Authority, in awarding grants, to give 
priority to proposals that, relative to other proposals, extend access to broadband service to a higher percentage of an 

unserved area. The amendment also requires the ConnectlvIE Authority to consider the percentage of households 
with access to broadband service when establishing criteria to define unserved and underserved areas. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PublicLa~ 2009, chapter 63 requires th~c~ri,";~ctME AuthmitJ,-fu:~~;;;.d;ngg;:;,;;t~~to-gl;e pri;;-rltYt~-prop~s~IS-. ---·- ---·-------·-

that, -~elafiv~-t() oth~rpr_op_o_sals,,-extend access "t?._-broadband serVice'-to a hi_gher: P~rct'.ntag·e of a~ _unserved ar~_a~ ___ The 
law also requires the ConnectME Authority. to coµsider the percentage of households with access to broadband . 
sefviCe ~he'll ~~tablishl~g criteri_a :to_ define_:UIJ,s_eiveCLaiid -UnderseiVed: areas. 

:.---- - - -::--:::·· - ___ ,:_:::_ __:-.::-:;.- -- -- - -- ' - _; -

Public Law 2009, chapter 63 was enacted as an emergency measure effective Apn!30, 2009. 
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LD 883 An Act To Amend the Charter of the Tenants Harbor Standard Water 

District 

P& S 15 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

RECTOR OTP-AM S-53 

This bill amends the charterof the Tenants Harbor Standard Water District by changing the way the board of 

trustees is elected. Under the bill, trustees are elected at large by a plurality vote of the voters of the district at the 

annual meeting of the district. The amendment to the charter is made retroactive to January 1, 1999. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-53) 

This amendment clarifies the language in the bill regarding the election of trustees of the Tenants Harbor Standard 

Water District. 

Enacted Law Summary 

- - -

Private .and Special Law 2009, chapter 15 amends the charter of the Tenants Harbor Standard Water District by 

changing the waythe board of trustees is elected, so that trustees are elepted at large by a plurality ~ote of the voters 

of the district at the.armual meetfug of the district. This change to. the charter is made reiroactive.to Janmuy 1, 1999; 
', ,, •' '.· •. ' - -.........•... ·.'' .. • .. · ··._·-, .. :- - ' . . ... · •. ·•.· 

)>riv ate and Spe~ial Law 2009, chapter I 5 was enacted as an "mergency measure effective May 8, 2099. 

LD 908 Resolve, To Encourage Regional Energy Conservation and Renewable 

Energy Initiatives 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

VALENTINO OTP-AM H-308 

This resolve authorizes Efficiency Maine, within the Public Utilities Co1nmission, to develop a pilot conservation 

program for the customers served by the Saco Bay transmission line, similar to programs in other states, in order to 

alleviate the need for large transmission lines in the Saco Bay area. It requires Efficiency Maine to report to the 

Utilities and Energy committee by February 15, 2010 on the status of the development of the pilot conservation 

program and implementation plans for program. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~308) 

This amendment replaces the resolve. The amendment directs the Public Utilities Commission to encourage 

collaboration between municipalities in the development and implementation of regional energy conservation and 

renewable energy projects. The amendment requires the commission to report on its efforts to encourage such 

projects as part of its December 1, 2009 annual report on conservation programs. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 75 directs the Public Utllities Commission to ei1courage collaboration between:.UUnicipaliti~s 
in the development and implementation ()fregionalenergy conse!Vation and renewable energy projects. The resolve 

re(iuires:the:cOmi:n:isSiorttO_:report" ?ii-its effort~_tn: ·encoti_rage ~uch-projectS- aS part-o:( itS DeceniberJ-~ -2-009 ·annual 

report oil con_~ervation progr;.uns._ 
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Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 

Resolve, Regarding Building Energy Efficiency and Carbon 
Performance Ratings 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

GOODALL OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

S-155 

S-329 DIAMOND 

RESOLVE134 
EMERGENCY 

This bill establishes a building energy performance rating program for the purpose of evaluating and rating buildings 

in terms of energy efficiency and carbon emissions. The program includes a uniform building energy performance 

evaluation and rating system and report cards. The program is mandatory for state-owned buildings and buildings 

that lease space to the State. The program is voluntary for other buildings, except that disclosure of report cards is 

required at the time of the sale of certain private buildings beginning January 1, 2011. The program is administered 

by the Department of Public Safety, Technical Building Codes and Standards Board with administrative and 

technical support from the Department of Public Safety, Bureau of Building Codes and Standards. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-155) 

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve. The amendment directs the Public Utilities Commission in 

consultation with a stakeholder group, to develop or select a standardized rating system and reporting form for 

building energy efficiency and carbon performance, to take several steps to encourage the use of the selected rating 

system and reporting form and to develop a voluntary library of results. The amendment requires the commission to 

submit a report on these efforts to the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy and authorizes the 

commission to use up to $50,000 in federal funds received by the commission under the federal American Recovery 

and Reinvestment Act of 2009 for the purposes of this resolve. The amendment also adds an appropriations and 

allocations section. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (8~329) 

This amendment strikes an appropriations and allocations section that is duplicative of appropriations and 

allocations provided in Resolve 2009, chapter 46. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 134. directs the Public Utilities Comn1ission in consultation with .a stakeholde~ group, to 

d~vel()P or selecta standardized.ratingsystem and i·eporting forI11 for building energy effic;iency.and ~arbon 

perfonnance, to take several s\eps to. ~ncourage the use of the selected rating system and reporting f61'." and to ··.··.• •• • ..•.. 
dev~lop a voluntary library of re~ults, The resolve requires the commissi~n to submit a report onthese efforts tothe • 

Joint Standi~g(:o111'.1'ittee onUtijitiesand Energy and auth.orizes the commission to use upto $~0,000 in federal 

funds.re";~ived by flie commission •under the federal American Recovery andR.~invesiment Act of2009 foqhe 

purposes of this resolve. 
. . 

This re.solvewas finally passed as an emergency measure effective June.16, 2009. 
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LD953 An Act To Amend the Charter of the Winterport Water District P&Sll 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

THIBODEAU OTP 

This bill repeals language that would discontinue the Winterport Water District's authority to disconnect water of the 
users of the district's sewer system for nonpayment of sewer service. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Private and Special Law 2009, chapter 11 repeals l~nguage that would discontuiue the Winterport Water District's 
authprity _to disconnect-water Of.the users of the district's· s_ewer_ :system for nonp-ayment of seWer service~ 

Private and Special Law 2009, chapter 11 was enacted as an emergency.measure effective April 17, 2009. 

LD954 An Act To Clarify the Role of the Public Advocate 

Sponsor(s) 

THIBODEAU 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-165 

S-260 HOBBINS 

Under current law, the duties and responsibilities of the Public Advocate are to represent the public in matters within 

the jurisdiction of the Public Utilities Commission. This bill provides that the Public Advocate must be 
unencumbered by direction from or approval of the executive branch in fulfilling those duties and responsibilities. 

Committee Amendment "A11 (H-165) 

This amendment is the majority report of the committee. The amendment replaces the bill. The amendment changes 
the position of the Public Advocate from serving at the pleasure of the Governor to serving a 4-year te1m that begins 

and ends midway through the Governor's tenn ofoffice, effective January 31, 2013. The amendment specifies that 
the Public Advocate may be removed by the Governor for willful violation of the laws governing the Office of the 
Public Advocate. 

The amendment also directs the Public Utilities Commission to convene and host a working group to evaluate and 
make recommendations regarding the feasibility and appropriateness of changing the organizational relationship of 

the Office of the Public Advocate to the Executive Department, for the purpose of ensuring that the Public Advocate 
has the necessary independence from other influences to fulfill the advocate1s statutory duties and responsibilities 
without compromise. The working group is required to report its findings and recommendations to the Joint 

Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy by January 15, 2010. The committee is authorized to report out 
legislation on the subject of the report to the Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-260) 

This amendment applies the provisions of Committee Amend1nent 11A11 regarding the appointment and removal of 

the Public Advocate to the cun-ent Public Advocate, except that this amendment specifies that the term of office of 
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the cun·ent Public Advocate expires January 31, 2013. This amendment also removes the working group proposed 

in Committee Amendment nA. n 

Enacted Law Summary 

PubJic Law 2009' chapter399 changes the position of the Public Advocate. from serving at the pleasure of the 

Governor to serving a 4-year tenn that b~gins .and ends midway through the Governor's term ofoffice. The law. 

specifies that the Public Advocate may bere!lloved by the Governorforwillful violati~n of the laws governirigthe 

Office of the Public Advocate. The law applies these changes to the cunent Public Advocate and specifies that the 

term ofo:ffice of the .currentPuMic Advocate expires Janua1y 31, 2013. 

LD968 Resolve, Regarding New Utility Line Extension Construction 

Sponsor(s) 

FLETCHER 

NUTTINGJ 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-253 

This bill directs the Public Utilities Commission to establish by rule standards for estimating the cost of construction 

of a new line extension by a transmission and distribution utility. The rules must require that a transmission and 

distribution utility provide a detailed quote that includes all costs to each residential, commercial or industrial 

customer seeking the construction of a new line extension. It prohibits a transmission and distribution utility from 

using average, per-unit costs based on the length of the line extension or the number of poles. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-253) 

This amendment replaces the bi11 with a resolve. The amendment directs the Public Utilities Commission to convene 

a stakeholder group to study the practices of investor-owned transmission and distribution utilities with respect to 

new utility line extension construction and how these practices affect private line extension contractors. The 

amendment requires the commission to report to the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy no later than 

February 15, 2010 regarding the findings and recommendations of the stakeholder group. After receipt and review 

of the report, the committee is authorized to report out legislation to the Second Regular Session of the !24th 

Legislature, as necessary, to direct the Public Utilities Commission to amend its rules governing private line 

extensions. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve2009, chapter 69 tlirects the Public Utilities Coumiission to convene a stakeholdernroup to study the. 

practices of investor~ow1:1.ed .traUs.rnisf~()n :and distribu~,k)n' Utilities with.respect_ to .. new 11tilitY. li:ne .e.~ensi~n 
constru.ction ~JJ_d h?'Y ~7_~e_ .prac_ti.c,es_ aff~c?_.P_rivateJiri_~:e>tte~s_ion0 contra.~to~s; _The,_~e~~lve_ r~quires. t~e colllfiliSSioil 
to report totheJoint ~tandingCommittee on Utilities andEnergynolater thal) Februaiy 15,2010 regarding the 

findings and recomll)endationsofthe stakeholder group. After.receipt andreviewofthe repmt,the comm.ittee is•. . . 

. •uth9rizedto report out legislation to t~e Second Regular Session of th~. I 24th Legislature, as necessary, to direct the 

Pnblic Utilities Commission to amend its rules governing private line extensions. 
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LD994 An Act To Amend the Charter of the Milo Water District 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SMITHD OlP 

This bill changes the territory of the Milo Water District to include the whole town of Milo. 

Enacted Law-Summary 

Private and Special Law2009, chapt;r 10 changes the territory of the Milo Water Disl!ict to include the whole towu 

of Milo. 

P&S 10 

LD 1012 Resolve, Directing the ConnectME Authority To Create the Broadband 

Strategy Council 

RESOLVE 108 

EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) 

DILL 

HOBBINS 

Committee Report 

OlP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-229 

The bill establishes the Maine Broadband Commission to advise the University of Maine System on the issue of the 

transition of the broadband spectrum from analog to digital and to lease or sell excess broadband capacity resulting 

from the conversion. The bill requires the cotnmission to negotiate and to enter into lease or sales agreements with 

service providers and ensure the leases an~ sales potentials and revenues are fully realized for the benefit of the 

educational system and the State and to work to the goal of broadband access for everyone in the State. 

This bill directs the Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services to ascertain, in consultation with 

appropriate entities, the maximum funds available from the federal stimulus plan to carry out the Purposes of this 

bill. 

Committee Amendment 11 A 11 (H-229) 

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve. The amendment directs the ConnectME Authority to establish the 

Broadband Strategy Council to advise the authotity on all matters pertaining to broadband opportunities available 

under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of2009, as well as advise the University of Maine System with 

respect to matters pertaining to the lease or sale of excess broadband capacity as a result of the conversion of the 

educational broadband spectrum from analog to digital. The amendment specifies that the Broadband Strategy 

Council consists of 11 members, including 2 members of the Senate and 3 members of the House of Representatives, 

and is staffed by the Connectl\1E Authority. It also adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

Enacted Law Summary 

------- -------------------
l{esolve 2009, chapt~r J 08. dfrects the ConnectME Authority to establish the Broadband Sll·ategy C.ouncil to advise 

the authority ()TI allmatterspertainillgto broadband opportunities av~ilable under the American Recove1y and 

Reinvesl!nentAct of 2009, as well as advise the University ofl\1aine Sy~tem with l<lspectto matters pertaining to the 

lease or siIJe of excess broa.dband capacity as a result of.the conversion of the educational broadb.and specl!ulll from 

a~alog to digital. T.h~ res9lve specifi~~ .that the Broadband Strategy Cou~cil consists of l1 m.elllbers, including 2 
member$ of the Senate and 3 m~mbers of the House of Representath,es, and is staffed by the Conne.ctME Authority. 
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Resolve 2009, chapter 108 was finally passed as an emergency measure effective June 9, 2009. 

LD 1030 An Act Establishing a Wind and Solar Energy Loan Guarantee 
Program 

Sponsor(s) 

BRYANTM 
BRYANTB 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill directs the Public Utilities Commission to implement the Domestic Wind and Solar Energy Loan Guarantee 

Program and the associated Domestic Wind and Solar Energy Fund, which is a revolving fund account. The program 
is established to guarantee loans originated and held privately for the purposes of acquiring wind and solar power 
generation equipment. The loan guarantee must be secured by the equipment purchased with the loan. Residential 

and small commercial projects may be granted a loan under the program and specific qualifications for the program 
must be established by the commission by rule. Under the bill, an applicant for a loan guarantee for solar equipment 
must submit a comprehensive energy audit and an applicant for a loan guarantee for wind equipment must submit 

reliability and capacity test results of wind power potential. 

LD 1044 Resolve, To Promote Cogeneration of Energy at Maine Sawmills 

Sponsor(s) 

FLETCHER 
SMITIID 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-302 

This bill allows a group of manufacturing facilities, including at least one sawmill, to petition the Public Utilities 
Commission to designate the area surrounding the facilities as a Pine Tree Energy Zone. Within a designated Pine 
Tree Energy Zone, the bill provides an exemption from the statutory requirements for the construction of 

transmission lines in the public way for a person who constructs a private transmission line to transmit electricity 
generated by a cogeneration facility located at a sawmill in the zone. The bill also directs the Public Utilities 
Commission to amend its rules governing net energy billing to allow sawinills located in Pine Tree Energy Zones to 

elect net energy billing for a cogeneration facility with an installed capacity of up to I 0 megawatts. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-302) 

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve. The amendment directs the Executive Department, Governor's 
Office of Energy Independence and Security to convene a stakeholder group to examine and make recommendations 
regarding the concept of cogeneration energy zones, which are described as designated geographic areas including a 

sawmill with an on-site cogeneration facility. The amendment requires the Governor1s Office of Energy 
Independence and Security to report to the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy no later than February 
15, 2010 regarding the findings and recommendations of the stakeholder group. After receipt and review of the 

report, the committee is authorized to report out legislation on the subject of cogeneration energy zones to the 
Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve" 2009, ~hapter 81 directs the Executive Department, Governor's Office ofEnerg)' Independence and Security 

to. Con~ene .. ·a ~~.~kC.h:old_er ~?t_p_.tO 7Jraffiin~·an·d: .maK:e 1-e·co1nlnend3:tions reg~t·d:ing· tlie .conc~pt ... of cogenetation 
e.nergy zones, which are descr:.ibed as designitied geographic .areas incl.uding:.a sawmill wi~h .an .on-site .cogeneration 
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facility. The resolve requires the Governor's Office of Energy Tndependence and Security to report to the Joirif · 

Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy no later than Febrmny 15, 2010 regarding the findings and 

recommendations of the stakeholder group. ·After receipfand review of the repo1t, the coll1111it(eds authorized to 
report out legislation on the subject of cogeneration energy zones to the Second Regular Sessfon of the !24th 

Legislatme, 

LD 1052 An Act To Allow the Use of Net Metering for Energy Production by 
Consumers 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SIROIS ONTP 

This bill defines 11net rnetering11 as a service under which electricity produced by a customer is delivered to the 

customer1s transmission and distribution utility and the transmission and distribution utility offsets the value of that 

electricity from the electricity provided to the customer by the transmission and distribution utility. This bill 

requires a transmission and distribution utility to offer net meteting to a customer who produces alternative or 

renewable energy and to pay the customer the wholesale rate for electricity for any credit owed the customer 

annuaJly. 

LD 1056 An Act To Simplify the Assessment ofE-9-1-1 Surcharges on Prepaid 

Wireless Telecommunications Service 

Sponsor(s) 

FITTS 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-270 

This bill modifies the current method for collecting E-9-1-1 surcharges for prepaid wireless services to require 

retailers of prepaid wireless services to collect the E-9-1-1 surcharge from purchasers at the point of sale in a manner 

similar the collection of sales taxes on those services at the point of sale. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-270) 

This amendment is the majority report of the committee. Like the bill, the amendment modifies the current method 

for collecting E-9-1-1 surcharges to require retailers of prepaid wireless services to collect the E-9-1-1 surcharge 

from purchasers at the point of sale. The amendment makes the foJlowing changes to the biJI. 

I. It adds language to the provision of law governing the E-9-1-1 surcharge clarify the separate coJlection and 

remittance procedures for the statewide E-9-1-1 surcharge and the prepaid wireless E-9-1-1 surcharge. 

2. It changes the prepaid wireless E-9-1-1 surcharge amount from 15 cents per retail transaction, as proposed in the 

bill, to 30 cents per retail transaction. 

3. It amends the provision in the bill regarding disclosure of the prepaid wireless E-9-1-1 surcharge to address those 

instances when it is not practicable to state the surcharge separately on an invoice, receipt or similar document. 

4. It clarifies the provision in the bill regarding remittance of the prepaid wireless E-9-1-1 surcharge to ensure it is 

parallel to statutory requirements and rules governing sales tax remittance, particularly with respect to remittance on 

a basis other than monthly for certain sellers. 
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5. It clarifies that the State Tax Assessor rather than the Public Utilities Commission shall establish procedures for a 

seller to document that a sale is not a retail transaction for the purposes of the prepaid wireless E-9-1-1 surcharge. 

6. It limits the allowance for the State Tax Assessor to retain up to 2 percent of remitted prepaid wireless E-9-1-1 

surcharges to the first two years after the effective date of this law, and it provides $10,000 from the E-9-1-1 fund 

for the State Tax Assessor to establish procedures for administering the collection and remittance of the prepaid 

wireless E-9-1-1 surcharges. 

7. It eliminates the provision~ in the bill regarding absolute immunity for prepaid wireless telecommunications 

service providers and sellers. 

8. It amends the provision in the bill regarding the E-9-1-1 funding obligation imposed with respect to 

telecommunications services to apply to both the statewide E-9-1-1 surcharge and the prepaid wireless E-9-1-1 

surcharge. 

Committee Amendment "B" (H-271) 

This amendment is the minority report of the committee. The atnendment replaces the bill. The amendment makes 

certain changes to the law governing collection of the E-9-1-1 surcharge on prepaid wireless telecommunications 

service to clarify the detennination of whether a prepaid wireless customer has a nexus to the State and to clarify the 

calculation of an approximate number of customers t.hat is included in one of the methods for determining the 

surcharge amount that a prepaid wireless telecommunications service provider must remit to the State. 

The amendment also directs the Public Utilities Commission to make recommendations to the Joint Standing 

Committee on Utilities and Energy by January 15, 2010 regarding the best method of protecting the integrity of the 

E-9-1-1 fund and ensuring access to federal grant funds related to the E-9-1-1 system, and it authorizes the 

corn1nittee to report out legislation on this subject to the Second Regular Session of the 124th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter46fmodifi~s the method. for c~iiecting E:9-l-l surcharges forptepai(j wireless services t~ 
require retail seller~ ofwep"c~d;wireless services .to collect theE-9.c 1-1. su;charge fromp]Jrchasers at the point. of sale. 
;rhe law establishes.the prepaid wireless E-9-1-1 surcharge amount as 3.0 cents per retail transaction, which is 

frihsi~te.ni\Vith'tii,_e.;s~rch~·ge·o_r 3.o· c.ents P_er -rn;~iith pe_r line,.or number for otlier:_i~I~c.olluntlfilcatiO~s _.~~rvi9~S~. ~tid 
;equires that. the surcharge be separately stated on an invoice, receipt or sil)lilar d.ocmnent provided .to the purchaser 

\.\'hen practicable. 'I'hislawadd~ lan%uage.to the staiute govemirigthe E'9-1, I sm:chargeclarify the sepilfale 

~Uec\ion and remittance prodedures for the statewide EJl -.1 surcharge an.d the prepaid wireless E-9-1-1 surcharge. 

Thislaw requires thatprepaid :wireless E-9.-.l-lsur~harges be remittedto the Treasm:er ?f the State consistent '""ith 

llieremittance ofsales taxes. Halfows th.e State Tax As.sessor toretain upto2 pem,ntofremitted prepaid wirel~ss 

):l-9-1-1 surcharges .tothe first \"Iva years after the effective date of the la"'' and it provides $1 o,ooo from the E-Q+ 1 

fund for the St.ate Tax Assessor to establish procedures for admillistering the collection and.remittance of the prepaid 
wi11:less E'Q-1:1 surcharges. · · · 

,-): ... --'j-~' ' •',', 

Publi~L~~2009, chapter 4Cld takes effect Ja11runy 1, 2010 .. 

LD 1061 Resolve, Regarding Maine's Renewable Resource Portfolio 

Requirements 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

BLISS OTP-AM 
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This bill requires that a competitive electricity provider of a new renewable capacity resource in the portfolio of 

supply sources for retail electricity sales in the State must supply all of the electricity from its renewable resource 

generation facility to the New England Power Pool or the northern Mai:ne independent system for a minimum period 

of one year. Under the bill, a competitive electricity provider that imports its electricity from a generating facility 

located outside of the New England Power Pool or the northern Maine independent system may not subject the 

delivery of electricity to economic withholding or curtailment except for a transmission line outage or when the 

interpool tie lines are operating at full transfer capacity. A competitive electricity provider that fails to comply with 

the provisions of this bill may not be considered eligible as a new renewable capacity resource for 12 months. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-124) 

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve. The amendment directs the Public Utilities Commission to review 

and make recommendations for improvements to the portfolio requirements for new renewable capacity resources 

that must be met by competitive electricity providers in this State. The amendment specifically requires the 

commission to examine the costs and benefits of imposing additional requirements on owners and operators of new 

renewable capacity resources used to satisfy the new renewable portfolio requirements, which was proposed in the 

bill, and to develop recom1nendations to strengthen incentives for the development of new renewable resources 

within the State. 

The amendment requires the commission to submit a report of its findings and recommendations for the portfolio 

requirements for new renewable capacity resources to the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy by 

January 15, 2010, and it authorizes the committee to submit legislation concerning this subject to the Second 

Regular Session of the 124th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resol~e z()o9, chapter 51 di~cls the Public Utlliti~; Comllli~;ion to re\'i~w ~nd mak~ recommendations for 

imprOvenlents tO--_tlie portfol_~o re_quire1Ilents __ f()r:~ew r~newable capacity resources ~hat_ must.be met"by co.µipet_itive_ 

electricil)' providers in;his State. The resolv~ specificallyrequires the cmmnissjon to examine the costs and benefits 

pf imposing additional -requirements on.owners and operators of n~w renewable capaci1yresources used to satisfy 

the-:n_ew ren_e~abl_~ ~_ortf()1io req:ui~ments aiid t?_-_d_evblOp __ reCp1nm_~itdati~ns_'_io .strengihen_ inceiit_iVes-foi-tlie 
development of new renewable resources within the State, . . 

Theresolverequifes th~ comniissfonto sulnnit a rep~rfof it~fmdfugsand recommendations f9r the portfolio 

req~ii;ements for new renf_wable capacil)' reso~ce.s to the Joint Standing Committ~e on Utilities and Energy by 
Jan11ary 15,2010;_and it authorizes the comrujttee to.submit iegislationconcerningthis subjecttothe Second 

RegularSessio11 of the 124thLegislature. 

LD 1075 An Act To Establish the Community-based Renewable Energy Pilot 

Program 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MACDONALD OTP-AM H-463 

This bi11 includes a number of provisions designed to encourage the development of community-based energy 

facilities and to achieve a goal of having 5 percent of electricity consumed by retail customers produced by 

community-based energy facilities by 2017. 

1. It requires the State to give preference to community-based energy facilities in purchasing electricity for 

state-owned buildings and facilities. 
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2. It increases the value of renewable energy credits for electricity generated by community-based energy facilities 

to 150 percent of the amount of the electricity. 

3. It requires standard-offer service providers to purchase a minimum amount of electricity fi·o1n community-based 

energy facilities. 

4. It requires the Executive Department, State Planning Office to develop a model legal organizational structure for 

community-based energy facilities. 

5. It requires the Public Utilities Commission and the Executive Department, Governor1s Office of Energy 

Independence and Security to develop and administer a system to track the development of community-based energy 

facilities. 

6. It requires those state agencies that have energy-related responsibilities to develop a plan to consolidate and 

integrate state-level energy policy and program functions and responsibilities within a single state entity. 

7. It authorizes funding from the Energy and Carbon Savings Trust Fund to be used for the development of 

co1nmunity-based energy facilities. 

Committee Amendment ''A" (H-463) 

This amendment replaces the bill. Like the bill, the amendment is designed to encourage the development of 

community-based renewable energy in the State. 

Part A establishes the community-based renewable energy pilot program, administered by the Public Utilities 

Commission, to encourage the sustainable development of community-based renewable energy in the State. The 

program has a sunset date of December 31, 2015. Participation in the program is limited to 50 megawatts of 

generating capacity across all projects and each individual project is limited to 10 megawatts of generating capacity." 

To participate in the program, a community-based renewable energy project must have demonstrated support in the 

form of a local resolution of support. 

A community-based renewable energy project that participates in the program may elect one of two program 

incentives: a long-term contract for energy generated by the project or a 150 percent multiplier on the value of 

renewable energy credits for electricity generated by the project, which must be accounted for when renewable 

energy credits are used to satisfy the State1s renewable resource portfolio requirements. For the long-term contract 

option, the amendment establishes a maximum contract tenn of 20 years, establishes a cap of 10 cents per 

kilowatt-hour on the average price per kilowatt-hour within each contract year .and requires the commission to 

ensure that mechanisms are established to protect electricity ratepayers over the contract tenn. The amendment 

authorizes the commission to direct investor-owned transmission and distribution utilities to enter into long-term 

contracts with program participants and authorizes consumer-owned transmission and distribution utilities, at their 

own option, to enter such contracts. 

The amendment requires the commission to report biennially to the joint standing committee of the Legislature 

having jurisdiction over utilities and energy matters regarding the implementation and effectiveness of the 

community-based renewable energy pilot program and the overall development of community-based renewable 

energy projects in the State. In the first biennial report, the commission is required to include recommendations for 

policy options to encourage the development of community-based renewable energy projects in economically 

disadvantaged areas of the State. The amendment requires the commission to submit an interim progress report no 

later than February 15, 2010 regarding the development and implementation of the program. 

Part A also authorizes, but does not require, the State to give preference to electricity generated by community-based 

renewable energy projects when purchasing electricity for the State and authorizes, but does not require, the 
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commission to incorporate energy generated by community-based renewable energy projects into the supply of 

standard-offer service. 

Part B requires the commission to arrange for a green power offer that is composed of electricity or renewable 

energy credits for electricity generated from renewable resources, including electricity generated by 
community-based renewable energy projects. It requires the commission to administer a competitive bid process to 

select a green power offer provider or providers. The a1nendment requires the commission to arrange the green 

power offer for the service territory of an investor-owned transmission and distribution utility and enables a 

consu1ner-owned transmission and distribution utility to elect to have the commission aiTange a green power offer if 

the commission arranges standard-offer setvice for that utility, The amendment requires the commission to infonn 

consumer~ about the opportunity to purchase the green power offer and adds language to current law to allow for 

information regarding the green power offer to be presented through inserts in custo1ner bills under the process that 

currently exists for other green power supply products. The amendment provides a sunset date of December 31, 

2015 for the green power offer and for the existing law regarding bill inserts to inform consumers about green power 

supply products, which is currently repealed July !, 2010. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 329 is desigued to encourage the development of c:'ommunity-based renewable energy in . 
,. - - - - - - -- - - - - -- - ' -

the State. 

Part !}. esthblishes the c6mmunity-based renewableenergypilol]>rogram; a<Jministered by _the. PubHc_1:Jtilities 

C~~ission, to encourage the sustainable development of colllll1~ty~based r~newa~le energy in the Smte. The 

pro1'J'a;i:ihas a SUl}Set date pfD~ce~ber 31, 2015, Participation in the program is limited to 50 megawatts of •.·.·<· 
generating capacity across all projects and each individual projectislirp.ited to 10 m~gawatts of g~nerating capapity; 

::J'o pmticipat9 in the program, a community-based re_newable energy project m11st have demonstraied support inthe 

form o.f jl local_ resolution of support. . 

A comm~ity-basedr~newable energy project that participates in the pr0gra;':' may~lectone.of2 progr~rn 
inc~ntives: a loug-tenn .contract for energy generated by the proje°'t or ~· 150_ percent multiplier on .the value of 
renewable energy credits for electricity generated by the project, which must be accounted for when renewable 

energy::~-~~--dit_~ __ are:u_S_e_d tO:satiSfy-th~, state1s rene~abie reSo_u~c;~:Po,~oiiO.r~_qu~~me~is;:-F~r 1lle long-term_ contract 
option;the law es(l!lilishes a maximum contracttenn of 20years; establishes a cap of 1.0 cents. per kilowatt-hour on 

the av_e_rage :P,fic_e:::ver :kiloWatt:.houi' Withi_n :each contract year- _ari_d_:_requ_iT_eS -the_ ~oil1lllis.siori- to ensur_e that __ 
mechafil,sllls ~ established to protect electricity ratepayers over the contract '.e!lll, This Iai; a11thorizes the 

C?Jllmi_~~iqn, t_9_-dire9t investo~"."-°-_wned tran_smission and __ d_i~_trib~t_i9n-~_ti_litie~_-~O,_enter into_ 10 .. ng-term -~O_l).tra~ts-with_ 
prci_~aF-_parti~ipants and atiilio_dze_s.consumer-owned_trilnspiission·alld dis~bution_uti_Ilties, at their own opt_i_µn, tO 
enter such colltracts-.- .. -- , 

. . 
. -

Thelawreq~ires the comrp.ission~TeportbieDllially to the joint standing cornmiiteeofthe Legislature ha~ing 
jurisdicJion over utiHties andem,rgy lllatters regarding the implementation and effectiveness of the wm~unity-based 
renewable energy pilot program and the overall. development of.community-based renewable energy projects infue .· 

State~_:-.iri0 th:e_-firS!~:bierin,iru _~~Pi~;-th6 COmtniSSiollis required to 1nciude.,!e_c_~in~enda_ti0~~--fo!-:policy-o:ptions_ ~o ___ --:' 
encou:"&e the devefopment of c.omrp.unity-based rene'Yable energy_projects in economically disadv'."'taged areas of 

the State .. Th.e l~w require.sthe corp.Illission t? submit al) interim progress report nolater than February 15, 2010 
tegarding the development and implementati9n of the program. . . 

PartNilsoauthorizes~ butdo~s nofrequir;,theSfate togive preference io~lec~icityg~nerated byco1Il111unity-based 

renewable ~nergyproj7~ts when purchasing i>lectricity·fortheState andauthorizes,butdoes not requfre; _the · .• 
commission.to incorporate energy generated by colllll1unity-based renewable energy projects into the.supply of . 

standard.:ooff6r·serVice; 
.. ~,- .. :-~----__ '._<:.<.<:'_-_ "_:,-___ _ ___ ·>~'- .. -_,.. : _, :·-_ - - _- - --

Parts· requfres the colllmissi6n tci arrange for a green powe1·offer that is comp0sed of electricity or renewable 
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energy_credits f0r __ electricity .generate4 fronl reneWable reSollrces, including electricity-generated by 
·co1nmunity:.based r~newab1e energy _ptojects~ It_ requires the Commission t~ adm~niSter a competitive bid process to 
seleCt a_ green power- offer_ provider or providers. The law also requires the comihission to a1Tange the green power 
Offer for the service territory of an irivestoi~owned transmission and ~istr,_ibU:tiOn :utility.-arid ell.ables a 
consumer-owned transmissio~ _3:1-d ·distributiOn utility to el~_ct to have t_he_ cotnpxission arrange_ a green pOwer 6ffer if_ 
the commis_sion arranges _sta~dardwoffer service for that_ utility.· it requ,ires the Commission to ihfotm consumers about 
the opportunity to purchase the green power offer and adds langu,age to curreilflaw to allow for informatiou 

regarding the green power offer to be presented through inserts in customer bills under the process that currently 

exists for other green power supply productsc The law provides a sunset date of December 31, 2015 for the green 

power offer and for the existing law regarding bill inserts to inform consumers about green power supply products, 

which is currently repealed July 1, 20.10. 

LD 1095 An Act To Provide Affordable Installation of Alternative Energy 

Systems 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BECK 

HOBBINS 

ONTP 

Under current law governing the solar and wind energy rebate program, an owner or tenant of residential or 

commercial property may receive a rebate for a qualified solar energy system that is installed on the property. This 

bill amends the law to provide that the installer of a qualified solar energy system or the owner or tenant of the 

property on which the qualified solar energy system is installed may receive the rebate. If the installer receives the 

rebate, the installer is required to pass through 100 percent of the rebate to the property owner or tenant. 

LD 1114 An Act To Facilitate the Marketing of Power Produced by Small 

Generators 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

VANWIE OTP-AM H-226 

This bill allows a transmission and distribution utility to aggregate electric power from multiple small generators and 

administer on behalf of those generators the purchase and sale of electricity to a competitive electricity provider. 

The parties to any resulting sale must be the generators and the competitive electricity provider. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-226) 

This amendment replaces the bill and makes the following changes. 

1. It clarifies the specific types of small generators whose power may be aggregated for sale to a competitive 

electricity provider by defining "eligible small generator11 as a generator that has a generating capacity of up to 5 

megawatts and generates electricity using a renewable resource or an efficient co1nbined heat and power system. 

2. It providf:s for sale of aggregated output from eligible small generators to the standard-offer service provider in 

the event that a transmission and distribution utility is unable to sell the aggregated output to a co1npetitive 

electricity provider. 

3. It permits, rather than requires as in the bill, the Public Utilities Commission to adopt rules to implement the sale 
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of aggregated output of eligible small generators to competitive electricity providers, including rules to allow a 

transmission and distribution utility to collect an administrative fee from participating eligible small generators to 

cover reasonable costs incurred by the transmission and distribution utility. It classifies the rules as routine technical 

rather than major substantive as in the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public La~ 2009, chapter 197 allows a transltlission.auddistrilmtion utility to aggregat~ ~leci~ic po we; from eligible 
small generators and administer on behalf of those generators the purchase. and sale of electricity to a competitive 
electricity provider. The law defines an "eligible small generator" as a generator that has a generating capacity. of up 
to 5 niegil.wattS arid .generates electricity u.siitg-a renewable resource or an efficient combined heat and-pow'.er ~Ystem. 
Thela\V provides for sale of aggregated output from eligible small generators to the standard-offer se1vice provider 
in the event that a transmission and distribution utility is unableto sell the aggregated output to a competitive 
electricity provider. The law authorizes the Publi.c Utilities Commission to adopt routine technical rules to 
implen:ient the sale ofaggregated output of eligible small generators to c:ompetitive eleciricity providers, including 
rules to alloF a transmission and distribution utility to collect a~ administrative fee from participating eligible small 
generators to cover reasonable costs incuO"ed by .the transmission and distribution utility. 

LD 1152 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Certain Reports and Reviews 

Related to Utilities and Energy and Certain Positions at the Public 

Utilities Commission 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HINCK OTP 

This bill makes several changes to the laws governing Public Utilities Commission reports and reviews and the titles 

of positions at the commission. 

1. This bill synchronizes the State Government Evaluation Act review reporting requirements for the Public Utilities 

Commission and the Emergency Services Communication Bureau within the commission. The commission review 

and the Emergency Services Communication Bureau review, under current law, are due in different years. 

2. The bill incorporates the annual report on the gas conservation programs, natural gas rate-making mechanisms, 

electric restructuring, electric incentive ratemaking and low-income assistance programs and oxygen pump and 

ventilator benefits into the annual report of the commission. Under current law these annual reports have separate 

statutory reporting deadlines. 

3. The bill clarifies that the Emergency Services Communication Bureau and public interest payphone annual 

reports, which under current law have the same statutory due date as the commission1s annual report, are submitted 

as part of the conunission's annual report as opposed to being submitted separately. 

4. The bill eliminates the requirement that the commission report every four years to the joint standing committee of 

the Legislature having jurisdiction over utilities and energy matters on the appropriateness of the maximum fee for 

blocking or unblocking access to audiotext services and any recommendations for changing the fee. 

5. Finally, the bill makes changes to the description of certain existing positions at the commission. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PUBLIC 122 

Public Law 2009, chapter 122 makes se;eral chID;ge;to-lheia~sgovemlng Public Utilitie~ Commlsslon~.iports-and- ~ ----

rev~ews ·~~ _tl_ie _titles of p~SitiOns at the commission. __ 
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L It synchronizes the State Government Evaluation Act review repmting requirements for the Public Utilities 
Cominission and the Emergency Services Communication Bureau within the coinmission. The commission review 
and the Emergency Sei'vices--CoriununiCation Bureau review, under cun·ent law, are due in different years. 

2. ·Jt incorporates the annual report_on the· gas ~onse1vation programs, natural gas rate~making n1echanis1ns,.electric 
restructuririg, el_ectriC 'inc __ enti-Ve ratemaking-and low-income assi_stance programs and oxygen pump and veritilator 
ben_efits into the jlllnual l'eport ofthe commission. Under current law these annual reports have separate statutory 
reporting deadlines. 

3, It clarifies that the Emergency Services Communication Bw·eau and public interest payphone annual rep01ts, 
;whiCh 11nder:current1aw have the same statutory' due dcite as the commission's annual report. are submitted as part of 
the commission's annual report as opposed to being submitted separately. 

4. ·It eliminates the requirement that the commission report every four years to the joint standing committee of the 
].;egislature having jurisdiction over utilities and energy matters on the appropriateness of the maximum fee for 
plocking or unbloclgng access to audiotext services and any recommendations for changing the fee. 

5. ·Finally, this law makes changes to the description of certain existing positions at the commission. 

LD 1155 An Act To Make Certain Changes to the Laws Governing Approval for 

Transmission Lines 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HOBBINS OTP 

Public Law 2007, chapter 575 lowered the threshold for requiring a certificate of public convenience and necessity 
for a transmission line from 100 kilovolts to 69 kilovolts. This bill removes certain language rendered unnecessary 
by the change in the threshold. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law.2009,c thapter 123 removes certain language rendered unnecessary by the. change in the threshold for 
requiring a ce1tificate of public convenience and necessi1y for a transmission line from 100 kilovolts to 69 kilovolts 
that was contained in Public.Law 2007, chapter 575. 

LD 1176 An Act To Revise the Charter of the Portland Water District 

Sponsor(s) 

HASKELL 
BARTLETT 

Committee Report 

OTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill revises several aspects of the charter of the Portland Water District. The bill makes a series of fairly 
technical changes related to bonding and financing. It amends the charter to change the election date for the trustees 
serving Windham and Raymond, so that trustee is elected at general elections in November. It also changes the 
meeting at which the trustees determine and declare successful candidates from the annual meeting to the first 
regular business meeting after the election. It adds a provision to the charter to authorize the district to enter into 
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contracts with municipalities outside the district, govem1nental entities or water or sewer utilities to provide 

administrative services such as billing, accounting and other administrative services related to water and sewer 

operations. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Private and Special Law 2009, chapter 18 revises several aspects of the charter of the Portland Water District. It 
makes a series. of fairly tecl)Iiical changes related to bonding anc\ financing .. It amends the charter to change the 

election date for the trustees serVingWindham and Raymond, so that trustee is elected at general elections in 

November. It also changes the meeting at which the trustees detennine and declare successful candidates from the 

annual meeting .to the first regular business.meeting after the election. It adds a provision to the .charter to authorize .. 

the-distt?ct to_-:enter int~- ~c;nitracts With_ municipalities outside the diStrict, goyemmetita1. elltitieS or Water or __ sewer 
utilities to,. provide administrative services such as billiilg, accollnting and_ oth_~r administrative services related to 
water and sewer operatioils; 

LD 1222 An Act To Promote Geothermal Energy in the State 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DIAMOND 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. This bill proposes to create a tax incentive program for 

geothe1mal energy, _similar to the federal Energy Improvement and Extension Act of2008 and the state solar and 

wind energy rebate program, to address the needs of residents who live in areas where solar or wind power are not 

viable options. Under proposed incentive program, homeowners who install geothermal heating and cooling systems 

would be eligible for a one-thne tax credit of a percentage of the total investment for residential ground loop or 

ground water geothermal heat pump installations, with a maximum credit for a single residence. 

LD 1222 was caITied over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature pursuant to Joint Order H.P. 
1053. 

Carried Over 

LD 1317 An Act To Amend the Charter of the Addison Point Water District P & S21 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) 

TILTON 

RAYE 

Committee Report 

01P-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-296 

This bill amends the charter of the Addison Point Water District. It allows the district to have an annual meeting at 

the discretion of the trustees and requires that the trustees are elected at the annual meeting or at a special meeting if 

a vacancy occurs before the term of a trustee expires. It gives the trustees the authority to elect a treasurer and set 

the compensation for the treasurer. It requires the district to set rates in accordance with the Maine Revised Statutes, 

Title 35-A, chapter 61, and it authorizes the district to issue bonds and other indebtedness in accordance with Title 

35-A, chapter 9 and section 6413. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-296) 

This amend1nent clarifies the provision in the bill regarding the election of trustees of the Addison Point Water 

District and the transition of those trustees in office on the effective date of this Act. The amendment makes a 
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technical change to the provision of the bill regarding borrowing and issuance of bonds by substituting the language 
in the bill with a cross-reference to identical language contained in the Standard Water District Enabling Act. 

The amendment also adds an emergency preamble and emergency clause to the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Private and Special Law 2009, chapter 21.amends the charter of the Addison Point Water District. It all~ws the 

district tohave an annual meeting at the discretion of the trustees and requires that the trustees are elected at.the 
fil1Illia1 meeting or a_t a _special meeting i( a VacanCy_occurs b'efore the term of a trustee_ e_xp'ires. It givesthetrustees 
the" authority_ to ele_ct a treasurer _and set the compensation _for the treasurer. It ~equire~_the district to _set rates in 
accordance with the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35'A, chapter 61, and it authorizes the district to issue bonds and 

other indebtedness in accordance with Title 35-A, chapter 9 and section 6413. 

Private and Special Law 2009, chapter21 was enacted as an emergency measure effective June. 2, 2009. 

LD 1318 An Act To Create the Hancock Pond Water District 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CURTIS OTP-AM H-303 

This bill creates the Hancock Pond Water District as a standard water district consisting of the inhabitants and 

territory of the Towns of Madison and Anson. The Hancock Pond Water District is created by combining the 
Madison Water District and the Anson Water District. The establishment of the Hancock Pond Water District is 
subject to approval at a referendum held within two years of the effective date of this Act. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-303) 

P & S20 
EMERGENCY 

This amendment removes the provision in the bill that authorizes the Hancock Pond Water District to provide 
sewerage services. It also makes technical changes to clarify language and to correct cross-references to the Standard 

Water District Enabling Act in the section of the bill regarding the powers of the district to take water, construct and 
maintain necessary infrastructure and to supply water and in the section of the bill regarding the board of trustees, 
including the no1nination and election of trustees, the first board, terms of office and eligibility requirements. 

Enacted Law Summary 
- -- ~ 

Private and SpecialLaw 2009, chapter 2.0 creat;s the H~nco~k~ond Wat~r District as a standardwaterdistrict 
consisting of the inhabitants and territory of the fowns of Madi~on and An.son. The Hancock Pond Water District is 

Heated b~ combining the Madis<mWater I>istrict and theAnsm1Water District. Th~ establisl.unent of the Hancock 
Pond Water Districtis subjectto approval at a referendum held within two"years of.the effective date of this Act. 

Private and Special Law 2009, chapter20 was enactedas. an emergency measure effective June 2, 2009, for the 

purpose_ of pennitting _i'ts ~-y,?~i~sio~ _t~--1!1:~_-:_~o:ters of !Ii:~ ~is~ict i_n a referendum. -
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An Act To Ensnre Continued Access to Emergency Information in the 

State by Allowing Governments To Build Federally Licensed Television 

Translators 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HOBBINS OTP 

This bill permits municipalities and counties to receive federal funds for the construction and operation of broadcast 

television translator stations. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pnl>iicLaw2oo9, ch~pter 117 permits muni~ipalitie; ll£l<lc~unti~; \n r~~~i~~fede~I rITTi:d~ fo~ the c~nsfu;cti~n ll£l<l 

ppei'ati01t bf~road~_~st 'tetevis'io1i'iranslator stations. 

PUBLIC 117 

LD 1348 Resolve, To Provide Grants to Public Educational and Municipal 

Entities for Feasibility Studies of Renewable Energy Projects 

RESOLVE65 

EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ADAMS OTP-AM H-227 

This bill requires the Public Utilities Commission to establish and administer a program to provide grants to public 

educational and municipal entities to conduct feasibility studies for the installation and operation of renewable 

energy projects on public property. The bill authorizes the commission to apply for funding from the Energy and 

Carbon Savings Trust Fund to fund the grant program. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-227) 

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve. The resolve directs the Pub1ic Utilities Commission to utilize 

federal stimulus funds made available under the federal American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 to 

provide grants to public educational and municipal entities to conduct feasibility studies for the installation and 

operation of cost-effective renewable energy projects on public property. The arnend1nent directs the commission to 

give priority to applicants that commit to fund 10% of the cost of the feasibility study either in a financial 

commitment or the equivalent value of volunteer or in-kind contributions. The amend1nent authorizes the 

commission to adopt rules as necessary to administer the grants and directs the Public Utilities Commission to 

submit an interim report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over utilities and 

energy matters by April I, 2010 and a final report no later than December 31, 2011 regarding the grants provided. 

Enacted Law Summary 
----------------------- ----------------------- ---------------

Resolve 2009;chapter 65. ~ire~ts th~Public Utilities Commission toutilize federalstimulus funds mad" available 

under.the federal American Recovery andReinye~tment Act of2009top~·ovide grants to pu!Jlic educati?naland 

municipal en,titiesto conductfeasibility stµdies for the installatio.nand pperation ofcost-effectiv" renewable energy .. 

projects on public property. It directs the commission to give priority t? applicants that comnJ.it to fund lOo/o of tbe . 

cost .of the feasibility sl!ldy either in a finan.cial .commitmentor tbe equivalentvalueof vol.unteer or in-kiI!d 

contributions, .It authorizes the commission to adoptrules as necessary to administer the grants and directs the 

Public Utilities Commiss.ion to submit an interim report to the joint standing committee of the Legislal!lre having 
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jurisdictio!l over utilitl~s and en~rgy!liatter; by Aprll I, 20 IO and afll1al report no late(tban December 31, 20 II 

regarding the grants provided, 

Resolve 2009, chapter 65 was finally passed_ as an emer_gency measure effective May22, 2009. 

LD 1349 An Act To Streamline Ratemaking for Consumer-owned Water Utilities 

Sponsor(s) 

BLANCHARD 

SHERMAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-320 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. This bill proposes to give a consumer-owned water utility the 

authority to decrease its rates or to increase its rates between 3 percent and 5 percent without the changes being 

subject to investigation and suspension by the Public Utilities Commission before the changes go into effect. The 

bill proposes to limit such increases or decreases in rates to a total of 10 percent during a 5-year period. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-320) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment allows a consumer-owned water utility that has negative net 

income in two consecutive fiscal years to file for a limited rate increase under a streamlined process. The rate 

increase that a consumer-owned water utility may propose is limited to 2, 3.5 or 5 percent of current rates depending 

on the size of the utility as measured by annual revenues, and the cumulative total of rate increases over 5 years is 

limited to 10 percent. Under the streamlined process, a consumer-owned water utility is required to hold a public 

meeting regarding the proposed rate increase and provide a public comment period at that meeting. After the public 

meeting, the governing body of the consumer-owned water utility is required to hold a meeting to deliberate and vote 

on the proposed rate increase. The consumer-owned water utility is required to record and file with the Public 

Utilities Commission minutes of the public meeting and the meeting of the governing body, which must include a 

record of the public comment, the vote of the governing body and responses of the governing body to the public 

comment received. The amendment requires the utility to file its changed rates with the commission within 30 days 

of the vote of the governing body and not sooner than 10 days following the vote. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public l,.aw.2009, chapt~r 237 allo:-vs a consumer-owned.water utili1y that has negative net income in 2 con!iecutive 

fisca1-:Y,ears,-to _-file fo_r a·_lim_ite_d_ ~~tein~rease under a: stre_filnlined_:process. _ TI~e rate incre~7:that a_ cqllSumer-owned 
w.ater utili1y may propose is limited to 2, 3.5 or 5 .percent of current rates depending on .the size of the utili1y as · 

me_as~a:-b;y~-a~niial reYe11ueS_-;-a~_d~ the dutiu1Iati_ve iotal -Of rate tncre~es _ove~ 5-:Yeafs-iSti~tb-d_ to 1_0 _percent_JJnder 

thestreamlin,dprocess, a consurner,owned water utili1y is required to h.olda public meeting regarding the proposed 

rate increase and provide a public comment period at that meeting. After the. public meeting, the governing body of 

the co11suJllei-ow,Iled_ -w~tet:uiiHiy_iS ~eqU,ired t?'.h91d a __ me:etillg to-delib_erate-arid Vote_ o:"- th_e_proposed rat~--in~reas~. 
The.consumer-m¥!1ed w~ter utili1y is requiredtorecord and :file with the.Public UtiHties Co1nmission minutes of the 

public meeting and the meetini;ofthe g9vernin~ body, which must include arec9rdofthe public comment, the vote. 

ophe gove'"lling body and responses of the governing body to the public comment received; This law requires the 

utili1y to :fil.e its changed rates with the commissio)l within 30 days of the vote of the goyerning body .and not sooner 

than 10 day~ following the vote. 
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LD 1350 An Act To Establish the Maine Transmission Mitigation Trust Fund 

Sponsor(s) 

MARTINJL 

JACKSON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This bill iinposes a state excise tax per megawatt hour of electricity transmitted over certain high-voltage electric 
transmission property. The bill also creates the Maine Transmission Mitigation Trust and the Maine Transmission 
Mitigation Trust Fund. The revenue from the imposition of the state excise tax on certain high-voltage electric 

transmission property is deposited in the trust fund, which is managed by the trust. The trustees of the trust are 
required to distribute 20% of the trust fund, up to $10,000,000, annually to municipalities that have submitted 
winning bids to the trust for projects to install underground utility infrastructure. The remainder of the trust fund 

must be paid to electricity customers in proportion to each customer1s purchases of electricity transmitted over the 
State's transmission and distribution utilities transmission lines. 

LD 1350 was carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature pursuant to Joint Order H.P. 

1053. 

LD 1369 An Act To Amend the Charter of the Clinton Water District 

Sponsor(s) 

FITTS 
MARRA CHE 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-338 

This bill amends the charter of the Clinton Water District. It amends the territorial limits of the district. It changes 
trustees from being appointed to being elected, amends the salaries of the trustees and the treasurer and amends date 
of the annual meeting of the district. 

Committee Amendment "A" (HM338) 

This amendment changes the provision of the bill regarding the trustees of the Clinton Water District. The 
amendment clarifies the language regarding trustee compensation by establishing the level of trustee compensation 
at $700 each per year beginning October I, 2009. The amendment replaces the language in the bill regarding 

nominations and elections of trustees with a crossMreference to the con·esponding language in the Standard Water 
District Enabling Act and incorporates by reference a provision for filling vacancies on the board which was omitted 
from the bill. The amendment provides language regarding the transition from appointed to elected trustees. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Private "1)c! Special Law 2009, chapte~ 22 amend; the-cha.rter of !he Clinton Water District. It wends the territorial 
limits of the district It changes trustees from being appointed to being elected, amends the salaries of the trustees 

and the treasurer and ~Ill.ends date of the annual. meet,ing of the district. It establi~es the !eve.I of trust'e 
compensation at$700 each per year beginning October I, 2009. This Jaw also provides for the transition from 
appointed to elected trustees.· 
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LD 1430 An Act To Ensure Electric Capacity To Serve Maine Consumers 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BOWMAN 

This bill amends the laws governing electric utilities to define 11 capacity resource 11 to include distributed generation 

resource. It specifies that determinations relating to capability responsibility, which is defined in the bill as the 

amount of electric generation capacity required to meet the needs of electricity users within the State, must be made 

by the State. It establishes a goal of supporting the integrated use of demand response programs and distributed 

generation resources in order to fulfill the State1s capability responsibility. Finally, it amends the law to require, 

rather than pennit, the Public Utilities Commission to enter into contracts for interruptible, demand response or 

energy efficiency capacity resources. 

LD 1430 was carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature pursuant to Joint Order H.P. 

1053. 

LD 1450 An Act To Establish the Renewable Energy Resources Program 

Sponsor(s) 

ADAMS 

BARTLETT 

Committee Repmt Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill creates Title 35-A, Chapter 36, Renewable Energy Resources. The bill requires Public Utilities 

Commission to establish by rule a renewable energy resources program to encourage the rapid and sustainable 

development of renewable energy resources and technology for environmentally hea1thy generation of electricity. 

The bill defines an eligible electric generator under the program as a generator that contributes no net carbon 

addition to the atmosphere, generates electricity from certain specified renewable resources, has a maximum 

generating capacity of20 megawatts and is majority owned by person owning less than 20 megawatts of generating 

capacity in the state. 

The bill requires the commission to create a standard contract for the purchase of electricity from an eligible electric 

generator by a grid operator. Under the bill, upon request of an eligible electric generator, a grid operator must enter 

power purchase agreement using the standard contract to purchase all electricity from that generator for at least 20 

years. The bill requires the commission to set the rates paid to eligible electric generators for electricity under the 

standard contract and establishes additive incentive premiums to be paid in addition to the established rates. It 

requires the commission to establish a surcharge that must be imposed on all electricity customers sufficient to pay 

the costs of electricity purchased from eligible electric generators and interconnection costs. 

The bill requires the commission to review rates paid under the program every two years and make adjustments as 

necessary and to repott on the program to the Governor and the Legislature by January 1, 2010, January 1, 2011, and 

every four years thereafter. 
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An Act To Facilitate Testing and Demonstration of Renewable Ocean 
Energy Technology 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HOBBINS OTP-AM S-249 

PUBLIC270 
EMERGENCY 

This bill contains several provisions to facilitate research and development and demonstration of renewable ocean 

energy technologies. 

Part A streamlines state permitting of offshore wind energy demonstration projects by creating a general permit 

administered by the Department ofEnviron1nental Protection for qualified projects located in specific identified 

offshore areas. 

Part B streamlines the process for issuance of a state submerged lands lease for an offshore wind energy 

demonstration project granted a general pennit in accordance with Part A of the bill or a tidal energy demonstration 

project granted a general permit under Part D of the bill. 

Part C calls for a public process to identify up to 5 specific offshore areas in which an offshore wind energy 

demonstration project may be granted a general permit as provided in Part A of the bill based on consideration of 

potential effects on natural resources and existing uses, community support and other factors. Part C further 

provides for designation of one of these areas as the Maine Offshore Wind Energy Research Center to facilitate 

offshore wind energy-related research and development conducted by or in cooperation with the University of Maine 

System. 

Part D streamlines state permitting of tidal energy demonstration projects by creating a general permit administered 

by the Department of Environmental Protection for projects eligible for a pilot project license from the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-249) 

The amendment makes the following changes to the bill: 

1. It clarifies the language in the bill regarding the specification of an exclusion zone around an offshore wind 

energy demonstration project. 

2. It adds the lobster management policy council for the lobster management zone in which an offshore wind energy 

project is proposed to the list of required entities with whom an applicant for a general permit for an offshore wind 

energy demonstration project must consult in the development of plans required as part of the general permit 

application; 

3. It adds a provision to allow the University of Maine System to hold more than one general permit for an offshore 

wind energy project in the Maine Offshore Wind Energy Research Center as long as the projects employ differing 

wind energy technologies; 

4. It clarifies the provisions in the bill regarding the application review period, the term of a general permit, permit 

extensions and the termination of offshore wind energy developments and adds language to provide an initial 5-year 

project period for projects in the Maine Offshore Wind Energy Research Center, as compared with the initial 3-year 

project period for projects located elsewhere; 
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5. It adds language to limit the number of ocean energy generating units in the Maine Offshore Wind Energy 

Research Center to 6 units in operation at any one time in that area and it provides a definition of ocean energy 

generating units; 

6. It clarifies the language in the bill regarding the initial identification of offshore wind energy test areas by the 

Department of Environmental Protection and subsequent modification of the initial list of identified areas; 

7. It adds language to provide that identification of an offshore wind energy test area or areas constitutes final 

agency action of the Department of Conservation; and 

8. It adds an emergency preamble and emergency clause. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 270 contain~ several provlSlOns-i.o~ facilitate research and development and demonstration 

Of r~n.eWable oc.ean energy technologies. 

' .·. ' ··. " :. ' - ' ,-'\ 

P~rtA of this law stream)ines state permitting ofOffshore wind energy demonstration projects_by creating a ge1wral 

pef111it at1Jninistered by the Depaitment of Environme11tal Protection for quaHfied offshore whid energy 

demonstration projects located in specific identified offshore areas. 
-\ "· ; ; ' ' '. 

p.iit B of this law streamlines the process for fasuance ofastate submerged lands lease.for an offshore wind energy 

demonstration p~oject granted a general peimit in accordance with Part A of the bill or a tidal energy .demonstration· 

project granted a general permitunderPait D ()fthe bilL 
; " ' ',' ,• 

Part Cof this sets forth a publlcprocess to_ identify up to 5 specific offshore areas in which an.offshore vvind· energy 

demonstration groject may be grfillted a generalpermit as provided in Pait~ of the bill based on consideration of 

potential effects on natural resources and existing uses, C<lllllilunity support and other factors. The law specifies that 

identification of an offshore wind energy test area or ai·eas _constitutes final agency ~ction of the Department of 

COriservatiOn: 

~ari c further provides for aesignati~npf on~ of these areas as the Maine Offshore WindEnergyR,esearch Centel't(>. 

facilitate offsh?j'e wind energy-related research and developme~tconducted by or in cooperation with !11eJ]niversity 

o(Maine System._ The lawallowsthe_Unive_rsity ofMaine Systemto holdmore thanone gene'cal permit for an -

offshor~ wind energy proj~ctintheMaine Offshore Wind Energy Re~earch Center as long as the projects employ 

differing wind e11ergy technologies, and _it limi_ts the number of ocean energy generating units in the Maine Offshore_ 

~ind ~netgy}\esearch -~~nte~_i0--6.units·_.h1 o'peratlOn at ·any one tiilleifilhat ai·ea~ -

PartDofthis law streanilines state permitting of tidal energydemonstration projects.by creating a general permit 

_administered by the Depaitment ofEnvironmental Protection.for projects .eligible for a pilot projectlicense from the 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. 

Public Law 2009,_chapter270vvas enacted as an emergency measure effective June 4, 2009. __ 

LD 1467 An Act Relating to the Carrabassett Valley Sanitary District 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CROCKETTJ ONTP 
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This bill provides that the com1non-Jaw rule that holds that a claim of adverse possession or prescriptive easement 
may not be maintained against land owned by the government or a quasi-governmental entity does not apply in the 

limited case where a transmission line from a generating facility is located on or over property owned by the 
Carrabassett Valley Sanitary District and within 300 feet of a utility substation. The bill also shortens the 

prescriptive period from 20 to 10 years in this lhnited case. 

LD 1494 An Act To Amend the Charter of the Limestone Water and Sewer 
District 

Sponsor(s) 

MARTINJL 
JACKSON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This bill prohibits a person serving an appointed 1nernber of the Greater Limestone Wastewater Treatlnent Facility 
Board from serving as an officer of the elected board of trustees of the Limestone Water and Sewer District. The bill 

also limits the jurisdiction of the wastewater treatment facility board to the operation and maintenance of the faCility, 
compliance with environmental regulations applicable to that facility, rate changes and changes in the terms and 
conditions of wastewater service provided by the district to the Loring Development Authority of Maine. It also 
clarifies that the elected board of trustees of the district remains vested with authority over all other affairs of the 

district, including the authority to borrow money and issue bonds in the name of the district. 

Enacted Law Summary 

-- -- - --
Private and Special Law 2009, chapter 26 prohibits a person serving an app~inted member of.!he Greater Limeston_e 
Wastewater TreatmentFacility Bo_ard from serving as an officer of the elected board of trustees of the Limestone 

Waten111d .Sewer District.. This law also .limits thejurisdicti~n.oftl1e .wastewater tr~atment facility board to the 
ope;afon ~nd mainte~arice of the facility, c01npliancewith envirolllllentalregulations applicable to thatf~ciHty,rate 
phanges arid ~hanges in th~ t~rllls _and co~ditions ohvastewater service provided by the district to the Loring 
Deve!Oplllent Authority ofMaille.)t also clarifies that the elect~d board of trustees of the dis(rkt remajns vested 
with authority over all othe_r affairs. of the district, including the authority to borrow money and issue bonds .in the 

name of the distdct. 
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LD264 

LD555 

LD 1056 

Not Enacted 

LD 597 

LD 789 

Enacted 

LD44 

LD 147 

LD336 

LD 608 

LD 792 

LD 844 

LD 968 

LD 1044 

Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 

SUBJECT INDEX 

E911 

An Act To Amend the Surcharge for the E-9-1-1 System 

An Act To Promote Public Safety Answering Point Efficiency 

An Act To Simplify the Assessment ofE-9-1-1 Surcharges on 
Prepaid Wireless Telecommunications Service 

An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Public Safety Answering 
Points 

An Act To Make Certain Changes to the Laws Regarding E-9-1-1 
Surcharge Collection from Prepaid Wireless and Voice over 
Internet Protocol Providers 

Electricity 

An Act Regarding Requirements for Approval of a Transmission 
Line 

An Act To Facilitate the Protection of Electric Utility Consumer 
Interests in Public Utility Commission Cases Involving the 
Construction, Rebuilding or Relocating of Transmission Lines 

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 313: Net 
Energy Billing Rule To Allow Shared Ownership, a Major 
Substantive Rule of the Public Utilities Commission 

An Act To Protect Electricity Consumers in Northern Maine 

Resolve, Regarding On-bill Financing Programs for Energy 
Efficiency 

An Act To Reduce Costs for Customers of Northern Maine 
Consumer-owned Utilities 

Resolve, Regarding New Utility Line Extension Construction 

Resolve, To Promote Cogeneration of Energy at Maine Sawmills 
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PUBLIC 285 
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LD 1114 

LD 1155 

Not Enacted 

LD43 

LD314 

LD543 

LD596 

LD 1052 

LD 1350 

LD 1430 

Enacted 

LD276 

LD335 

LD407 

Enacted 

LD 908 

LD 935 

Enacted 

An Act To Facilitate the Marketing of Power Produced by Small 
Generators 

An Act To Make Certain Changes to the Laws Governing 
Approval for Transmission Lines 

An Act To Promote Consumer Fairness in Alternative Energy 

Resolve, Directing the Public Utilities Commission To Study the 
Feasibility of the Merger of Certain Utilities 

An Act Concerning the Allocation of Power Generated by GNE, 
LLC 

An Act To Allow Electricity Customers Who Operate Generating 
Facilities To Be Paid in Cash for Excess Net Energy Produced 

An Act To Allow the Use of Net Metering for Energy Production 
by Consumers 

An Act To Establish the Maine Transmission Mitigation Trust 
Fund 

An Act To Ensure Electric Capacity To Serve Maine Consumers 

Energy 

An Act To Protect the Integrity of the State's Carbon Dioxide 
Budget Trading Program and Auction Process and To Provide 
Allocations to the Energy and Carbon Savings Trust Fund 

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 2: 
Administration of Trust, Budgeting, Project Selection Criteria 
and Procedures, Monitoring and Evaluation Requirements, a 
Major Substantive Rule of the Energy and Carbon Savings Trust 

Resolve, To Identify Funding Available To Promote the Use of 
Energy-efficient Furnaces 

Energy Conservation 

Resolve, To Encourage Regional Energy Conservation and 
Renewable Energy Initiatives 

Resolve, Regarding Building Energy Efficiency and Carbon 
Performance Ratings 

Miscellaneous - Utilities and Energy 
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RESOLVE 19 
EMERGENCY 
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RESOLVE 75 
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LD 954 

LD 1152 

Not Enacted 

LD334 

LD 717 

Enacted 

LD 120 

Enacted 

LD73 

LD220 

LD389 

LD 845 

LD 1061 

LD 1075 

LD 1348 

LD 1465 

Not Enacted 

LD396 

LD 418 

LD651 

An Act To Clarify the Role of the Public Advocate 

An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Certain Reports and 
Reviews Related to Utilities and Energy and Certain Positions at 
the Public Utilities Commission 

An Act To Clarify the So-called Dig Safe Law 

An Act To Ensure Proper Oversight of Propane Facilities 

Natural Gas 

An Act Regarding Assistance to Low-income Customers of Gas 
Utilities 

Renewable Resources 

An Act To Protect the Right To Use Solar Energy 

An Act To Increase the Availability of Solar and Wind Power 

An Act To Facilitate the State's Existing Commitment to the 
Production of Liquid Biofuels 

Resolve, To Expand Access to Renewable Energy Programs 

Resolve, Regarding Maine's Renewable Resource Portfolio 
Requirements 

An Act To Establish the Community-based Renewable Energy 
Pilot Program 

Resolve, To Provide Grants to Public Educational and Municipal 
Entities for Feasibility Studies of Renewable Energy Projects 

An Act To Facilitate Testing and Demonstration of Renewable 
Ocean Energy Technology 

An Act Regarding Installation of Solar Energy Systems under the 
Solar and Wind Energy Rebate Program 

An Act To Facilitate the Development of Ocean Wind Power 

An Act To Amend the Wind Energy Rebate Program Eligibility 
Requirements 
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LD 1030 

LD 1095 

LD 1222 

LD 1450 

Enacted 

LD127 

LD 766 

LD 790 

LD 850 

LD 1012 

LD 1334 

Not Enacted 

LD 146 

LD764 

Enacted 

LD 131 

LD200 

LD 275 

An Act To Encourage Green Commerce 

An Act Establishing a Wind and Solar Energy Loan Guarantee 
Program 

An Act To Provide Affordable Installation of Alternative Energy 
Systems 

An Act To Promote Geothermal Energy in the State 

An Act To Establish the Renewable Energy Resources Program 

Telecommunications 

An Act To Prohibit Telephone Charges Not Representing 
Services or Fees Requested by the Customer or Authorized by the 
Government 

An Act To Promote Telecommunications Availability for the Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing 

An Act To Waive Public Utilities Commission Approval of 
Special Contracts When the Contracts Apply to Detariffed Rates 
or Terms 

An Act To Ensure Local Broadband Coverage 

Resolve, Directing the ConnectME Authority To Create the 
Broadband Strategy Council 

An Act To Ensure Continued Access to Emergency Information 
in the State by Allowing Governments To Build Federally 
Licensed Television Translators 

An Act To Require Telephone Directories To Include Cellular 
Telephone Numbers for Businesses 

An Act To Allow Municipalities To Offer Access to the Internet 
through Digital Subscriber Lines 

Water/Sewer - Charters 

An Act To Amend the Charter of the Athens Standard Water 
District 

An Act To Amend the Charter of the Caribou Utilities District 

An Act To Amend the Charter of the Limestone Water and Sewer 
District 
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LD883 

LD953 

LD 994 

LD 1176 

LD 1317 

LD 1318 

LD 1369 

LD 1494 

Not Enacted 

LD 1467 

Enacted 

LD238 

LD650 

LD 1349 

Not Enacted 

LDSS 

An Act To Amend the Charter of the Tenants Harbor Standard 
Water District 

An Act To Amend the Charter of the Winterport Water District 

An Act To Amend the Charter of the Milo Water District 

An Act To Revise the Charter of the Portland Water District 

An Act To Amend the Charter of the Addison Point Water 
District 

An Act To Create the Hancock Pond Water District 

An Act To Amend the Charter of the Clinton Water District 

An Act To Amend the Charter of the Limestone Water and Sewer 
District 

An Act Relating to the Carrabassett Valley Sanitary District 

Water/Sewer - General 

An Act Regarding Consumer-owned Water Utilities and 
Contracts for Large-scale Extraction and Transportation of 
Water 

An Act To Create a Funding Structure for Sustainable 
Investment in Public Water and Wastewater Infrastructure in the 

State 

An Act To Streamline Ratemaking for Consumer-owned Water 
Utilities 

An Act To Prohibit the Commercial Sale of Water by a Water 
District 
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