Inmate Benefit Fund

Maine State Prison

My name is Olland Reese, I have currently served 19% years of a 47yr
sentence. I was recently made aware of your Proposed Bill; An Act To
Prohibit Excessive 1elephone and Commissary Charges In Maine Jails
and Prisons; (L.D. 1175).

I must admit that after reading the bill T was left feeling optimustic, yet
very concerned. I agree whole heartedly that some changes need to be
made with regard to County Jails in the State of Maine however, these
changes are not needed at the Maine State Prison, specifically, any
changes that would prevent or restrict the Prison from maintaining the

Inmate Benefit Fund.

On the surface, [.D. 1175 appears to be focused on the mental health
and physical well-being of incarcerated individuals, maintained through
access to affordable Commissary Items and alfordable Phone Rates, yet
the Inmate Benefit Fund allows the Prison to maintain that same thing
through Constructive Pacifiers and Facilitating Rehabilitaon. When 1
arrived at the Maine State Prison Phone Rates were $0.30 per minute,
currently our Phone Rates are a very affordable $0.09 per minute, with no
connection fee and everyone gets one free 10-minute call per week. With
the Prison’s Commissary prices comparable to Convenience Store Prices
and the $0.09 per minute, I have always found our prices here at the
Prison to be affordable. If the Prison has been able to keep affordable
rates all these years, while maintainmg an Inmate Benefit Fund that
contributes to the Residents mental health and well-being, aides m
rehabilitation, provides a little relief to the Maine Taxpayer and 1s
supported by the overwhelming majority of the Residents incarcerated
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here, maybe This Body should use the Maine State Prison as a Model for
the Facilities that actually have the problems you are trying to solve.

The existence of the Inmate Benefit Fund has been a crucial part n
maintaining the mental health and physical well-being of the incarcerated
individuals at the Maine State Prison, while it has also been a pillar in the
rehabilitation of Maine’s incarcerated individuals within the Prison.
Simply put, the key Expenditures of the Inmate Benefit TFund are Payroll
for Resident Program Facilitators and purchasing Constructive Pacifiers to
provide stress relief, such as Equipment for the Organized Sports
Program, Fitness Equipment for both the Pods and the Recreation
Building, the various board and card games which are distributed to the
Pods, equipment for the Music Program, Furniture (various size chairs)

and Microwaves for the Pods, etc.

The Resident Program Facilitators are part of the foundation to both
the Mental Health and Rehabilitation aspects of the Maine State Prison.
The Residents Facilitators are primarily Long-Term Residents and all
Resident Facilitators are paid monthly, they have shown a dedication to
change and have put forth the effort to achieve the necessary
qualifications/certifications to Facilitate their chosen Program. To name a.
few of the Resident Facilitator positions: There are Residents who
Facilitate Rehabilitation Programs such as Victim Impact, Thinking For A
Change, Houses of Healing, The Challenge Program, Psychology of
Incarceration, etc. There are several Residents who Facilitate Art classes
as well as Tutoring Residents who are trying to finish and/or further their
Education. There are also Residents who Facilitate Yoga classes, these
Residents have all been officially certified to conduct a Yoga Practice.

I am a Resident Facilitator as well. I organize and assist in Facilitating
the Music Program with the help of two other Residents. For Music we
run 16-week classes, we have approximately 40-50 Residents participating
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in each 16-week segment and we offer lessons in Drums, Guitar, Bass,
Keyboard, Music Theory, Music Composition, Writing Lyrics and
Vocals. In addition to the 16-week classes, we also offer a 10-week
Mixing & Mastering Class Learning to use FL Studio Digital Audio
Workshop Software. We normally maintain a waiting list of
approximately 60-70 additional Residents. I also organize and officiate
the largest pacifier and aid to a balanced mental health and well-bemng and
that is the Prison’s Organized Sports Program. We offer Softball,
Basketball, Soccer, Indoor Volleyball and hand-ball. Thanks to the
Inmate Benefit Fund we will soon be adding Outdoor Beach Volleyball,
PickleBall and Spikeball. Each Sport consists of a Regular Season, Play-
Off and Championship Series. This structured setting is a HUGE outlet
for Residents and it is something they all look forward to in a place where

there really isn’t usually a lot to look forward to.

With regard to Fitness, it’s been a struggle with covid however, we also
try and hold quarterly Fimess Competitions which range from Cross-Fit to
Power-Lifting. The next scheduled Competition is a Push-Pull (Bench,
Deadlift) Competition against Staff. We started this mteraction between
Residents and Stafl a couple years ago with Softball and saw great
improvements in Resident/Staff relations and interaction. As a result of
that positive impact, we are looking to expand that interaction to include
Fitness Competitions and possibly Basketball and/or other Organized
Sports.

I can’t stress enough that NONE of this would be possible without the
existence of the Inmate Benefit Fund. While [ wrote this as someone
who is carcerated at the Maine State Prison, I also write it as someone
who has contributed thousands of dollars to the Inmate Benefit Fund over
the years, be it through the use of phones or purchase of allowable items
through commissary and property, I am both thankful for and 1 many
ways benefit from the Inmate Benefit Fund. In addition, T have attached
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the signatures of well over half the Prison Population who are also
thankful for, benefit from and strongly support the Inmate Benefit Fund.
If not for current restrictions due to Covid-19 T am confident that I would
have had over 90% of the Prison Population’s signatures and
acknowledgement. The reason I say that with confidence is because the
long term Residents all know where the money from the Inmate Benchit
Fund goes and what the money 1s, and is not, spent on. Money from the
Inmate Benefit Fund can only be spent on items that are for the Residents

and/or that the Residents use.

I wish to thank anyone who took the time to read and consider this
and pray you see the importance of preserving this Fund as you make the

mush needed changes to the County Jails.

Respectiully Submitted,

Olland Reese #23778
Maine State Prison
807 Cushing Road
Warren, ME 04864
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