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- .COVID PANDEMIC RELIEF PAYMENT EROGRAM  Z337

TAX. COMMOITEE

Administrafive and Financial Services, Depariment of

SUTR LEMENTAL  BudGET =6

| <

2022.23

2822-23

2029-22
Intiative:  Provides funding for a disaster refief program that will provide a $510 rafief payment to each eligibie
Maine ciizen. The cosis of administrafion, programming, malling, public autreach, and taxpayer
assistance must also come from the fund,
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
All Other 411,000,000
Total 414,000,000
2024-22
Summary - OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
A% Othar 411,000,000
Total 411,000,000

[ EINANCIAL AND PERSONNEL SERVIGES - DMISION OF 0713 / N

2021-22

Provides funding for the approved reclassification oj/Bne Sentor Staff Accountant pasition
countitig Analyst Supenisar position and transfers All Other to Personal Services to fund th

inifiative!

inifiafive: Be,rearganization of ane Office Assistant || posifion to a Public Service

Qther to Personat Services to fund the recrganization.

50,315
(50,315)

Total 0

 Initiafive: fid one Public Sendce Loordinator §

Pesiiibns - LEGISLATIVE COUNT
Pepsonial Services
Other

2.000
207,725
8,333

Summayy - FINANCIAL AND PERSONNEE, SERVICES FUND
Positians - LEGISLATIVE COUNT
Parscnal Services
All Other

“, Total / ]

2024-22

216,058
202223
2.000

269,248
{53,190

Total 1]

216,058



Administrative and Financial Services, Department of

I ?UEGH@_@-DMSIOQQFPDUT . -“ - / _ / _|

2022-23

2021-22
initiative:  Provides funding to cover licensing costs to streamime 1T ’
process.

GENERAL FUND

ATIOH

53,000

53,000

" 202122

Summary - GENERAL
102,509
REVENUE SERVICES - BUREAL OF 0002 7 -
2024-22 2022-23
Inifiative:  Establishes one Revenue Agent posifion which is required in order to comply with Public Law 2018, ’
: chapter 444 An Act Regarding the Collection of the Sales and Use Tax by Marketpiace Facilitatars and
provides funding for related All Other costs.
GENERAL FUND .
-
Pasitions - LEGISLATIVE COUNT . 1.000
Personst Services 90,943
All Other R 8,333
Tatal 0 96,276
Initiative:  Establishes 3 Tax Examiner Il posiiens in Maine Revenue Services beginning Octoher 1, 2022 and
provides All Other funding for contracted temporary siaffing associated with the new simplified student
loan repayment tax credit
GENERAL FUND : .
Pesifions -~ LEGISLATIVE GOUNT 3,080 -
Personal Services 211,104 N S
All Other . . 130,305
“Tatal 0 341,410
2024-22 2022-23
Summary - GENERAL FUND
Positions - LEGISLATIVE COUNT 4.000
Personal Services 302,047
All Ofhar 138,639

/ ' Total 0 440,688
IRISK MANAGEMENT - CLAIMS D00B . e \ : e Jl

2024-22

Initiative: inues and makes parmanent one Public Service @0ordinator | position previausly established by

Financhal Order 001763 F2 to assist with the recovsTy of funds owed 1o the State, efiminaies one

RISK MANAGEMENT FUND
Persanal Services s . 57,088
All Other )

2020-23
Summary - RISK MA

Personal Services 57,086
All Other {57,008)
0



"Administrative and Financial Services, Depariment of

i INORGANIZED TERRITORY EDUCATION & SERVICES FUND - FINANCE 0573, - . T oA T T T T

2021-22 2022-23
Inifiative:  Provides funding io support the increasing revenué collected from unorganized teritary taxpayers
which is reimbursed to the couniies.
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
All Other 5,500,000
Total 0 5,600,000
2024-22 2022.23
Surmary « OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
Al Other 5,500,000
. - Tota) 0 5,500,000
MWORKERS' COMPENSATION MANAGEMENT FUND PROGRAM DBG2 / \ /

2024-22 202223

Initiafive: tablishes one Public Service Coordinator | position fo reg ce the case load pear manager fo clos
n with industry standards and provides funding for relgied Ali Other costs,

S' COMPENSATION MANAGEMENTAURD

Poslfions - 1.000C
Parsanal Sez_vi 114,353
Al Other 8,333
Total 122,686
28279-22 22223
_ Summary ~ WORKERS' COMPENSATION MANAGERMENT FUND
Positions - LEGISLATIVE COUNT ' 1.000
" Peracnel Senvices 114,353

- .. All Gther 8,333

Total AgencyiDepartment
All Funds
GENERAL FUND

412,014,108 18,108,673

817,162 12,728,188
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS _ 414,000,000 5,500,000
FINANCIAL AND PERSONNEL SERVICES FUfID 216,058
QFFICE OF INFORMATION SERVICES Fi {48,519}

RISK MANAGEMENT FUND
WORKERS' COMPENSATION MANAGEMENT FUND

122,688
ACCIDENT, SICKNESS & HEALTH INSURANCE INTERNAL SERVICE FUND 91,009 230,481
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE FUNL . 5,837 261,551
STATE LOTTERY FUND 98,627
FIREFIGHTERS AND LAVWENFORCEMENT HEALTH INSURANCE PROG FUND




Finance Authority of Maine

) DAIRY IMPROVEMENT FUND 2143 . N ‘ _ o

2021-22

Inifiafive:  Allocates funds tovgflect increased revenue projectiope’per the Decemnber 2024 report of

Forecasting Commif

OTHER SPECIAL REVERUE FUN

All Other 'G)

Total 7

2022-23

AL REVENUE FUNDS

Summary - OTHER SP
168,689

{7
168,689 N O

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY TAX CREDIT MARKETING EUND Z174

. 2024-22 202223
initiative:  Provides funds to market the Job Creafion Through Educational Cpporiunity Program throughaut the
State.
GENERAL FUND
Al Other 28,5080
Tatal 0 . 26,500
. 2021-22 2022-23
Summary - GENERAL FUND
Al Other 26,500
Total o 26,500
TIotal Agency/Daepariment |
All Funds 168,689 26,493
GENERAL FUND 26,500
OTHER SPECIAL REVENLE FUNDS 168,688 €8]

g 2y



Housing Authority, Maine State

— k2 ~ N
’ ‘_'H_C)USING AUTHORITY - STATE ™ 0442
2077 2022-23
Initiative:  Allocates funds o reflect increased revenue projections per the December 2021 report of the Revenue
Forecasting Committee,
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
All Other 9,755,164 10,284,551
Total 9,759,154 10,281,551
202122 2022-23
" Bummary - OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS E

Ali Other 9,758,154 10,281,551
Total 9,755,154 10,281,551

Jotal AgencyiDepartment
All Funds . 9,759,154 10,281,851
© 9,768,154 40,281,551

OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS

A-114



Praperty Tax Review, State Board of

-\ PROPERTY TAX REVIEW - STATE BOARD OF 0357 ) . T coor
2021-22 2022-23
Inifiative:  Establishes one Bmitsd-pesiod Director of the Property Tax Review Board position and one fimited
period Office Specialist i position through June 08, 2025 to support the wark of the State Property Tax
Review Board.
GENERAL FUND
Persong} Senvices 207,250
All Ofher 18,666
Tatal al 223,816
2021-22 2072-23
Summary - GENERAL FUND
Personal Services 207,250
All Other 16,666
Fotal 0 223,916
Total Agency/Department
Al Funds: 223,818
GENERAL FUND ] 223,916

A- 147



Treasurer of Shate, Office of.,

£ — —ADMINISTRATION - TREASURY 0022 ~ o N\ ' ' 7

. 2021-22 2022-23
Iniiative:  Provides funding for Unclaimed Property program's holder and constitue L outreach,
ABANDONED PROPERTY FUND
Al Other 50,000
. _ Total 0 50,000
Iniiative;  Increase funding levels for fhe Unclaimed Property program by 5% based upon curenie nenditures,
ABANDONED PROPERTY FUND
All Other 18,273 16,273
' _ Total 18,273 16,273
Inifiative:  Prayides funding for Kelmar Fraud index (KFI) services for the Unglaimed Property program.
ABANDGNED PROPERTY FUND
All Other \ 15,00
N 0 154600
021-22 2a22-23

Surmmary - ABANDONED PROPERTY FUND
Al Other

p - 18, (3 81,273
\ Total 15,2% 81,273

2029-22 2022-23

 initiative:  Adjuste funding letels for the Debt Service program based upan the current debt senvice schedule and

anficipated jsgance.
D GE}ERAL FUND
B Other 2,281,822
Q 2,281,822
2021-22 202223
Surgfnary - GENERAL FUND
All Other 2,281,822
0 2,281,822
DISPROPORTIONATE TAX BURDEN FUND 0472
2021-22 2622-23
Initiative:  Adjusts funding for Municipal Revenue Sharing fo bring allocations in line with projected avaiable
resources for FY22-23,
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
All Other 474,877 {245,876)
Totat 474877 (245,876)
2024-22 2022-23
Summary - OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
All Other : 474,877 (245,876)
Totat 474,877 (245,878)

A-1B5



Treasurer of State, Office of

{ OTATE - MUNICIPAL REVENUE SHARING 0020 R

2021-22 202223

inifiative:  Adjusts funding for Municipal Revenue Sharing to bring afiocstions in line with projected available
resources for FY22-23,
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS .
All Other . 22,646,306 17,707,152
Total 22,646,306 17,707,152
2021-22 2022-23
Summary - OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
All Other 22 648,306 17,767,152
Total 22 6848 306 17,707,152
TJotat Ageney/Daparfment
ARt Funds 23,137,556 18,824,471
GENERAL FUND 2,284,922
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 23,121,283 17,461,276
ABANDONED PROPERTY FUND 18,273 81,273

A- 156



-subsection 2 regarding the amount of sedwyities that may be issued, the

.Angusta, described indeed from America#l Tissue Mills of Maine, LLC, to Atgusta Tissue, L,

" -

Sec. D-2. Maine Governmbygtal Facilities Authority; issuance of securities. Pursuant to
the Maine Revised Statutes, TitleNd, section 1606, subsection 2 and section 1610-0, and
notwithstanding the lmitation contathed .in Maine Revised Statues, Title section 1606,
aine Governmental
in an amount up to
associated with an inland
issioner of Administrative

Facilities Authority is authorized to issue decurities in its own n
$39,500,000. Proceeds must be used for the purpdsg of paying the co
fisheries and wildlife headquarters facility as designated by the C
and Financial Services.

Sec. D-3. Land Purchase. Notwithstanding any other provigion of law, the Department of
Adwginistrative and Financial Services is authorized tef purchase theYpllowing parcels of land and
any bildings thereon together with railroad crossifg and access rights along the Kennebec River
in the Cit{»af Avgusta for an Inland Fisheries apd Wildlife headquarters Facility:

Parcel 1, theformer “Mill Site” parcel # tuated on the easterly side of the Kennebec River i

recorded in the KennebetCounty Registry of Deeds in Book 8226, Page 167, acquired by thé City
of Augusta for unpaid taxes, and spch rights as may be needed over the Draum BagkerRoad for
access to a public way; X .

Parcel 2, containing 4.3 acrcs, mere or less, known as 32 Willow Streety situated on the
easterly side of the Kennebéc River in Angugta, and described as Parcel I in de %ed from OneSteel
Recycling, Inc. to ATM Recycling USA LLC res rdcd in the Kennebec Couy ty Registry of Dg eds
in Book 11601, Page ¥//8; and

gs as may be needed for access toapd from Parce] s 1 and 2.

PART D
SUMMARY

Part authorizes the Maine Governmental Faéllities Authovify to issue additional
securities up to an amount of $39,500,000 for an inland fisheries and wildlifeheadquarters facility
provides authority for the Department of Admindstrative and Financial Services to purchase
land.

PARTE

Sec. E-1. 36 MRSA §5219-8, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2021, c. 398, Pt. H, §3, is further

- amended to read:

. 1., Resident taxpayer; on or after Jannary 1, 2620 but before Januarv 1, 2022. AFor tax

years beginning on or after January 1, 2020 but before Jannary 1, 2022, a resident individual who-

is an eligible individual is allowed a credit against the tax otherwise due under this Part in the

12




amount of 25% of the federal earned income credit for the same taxable year fora resident
eligible individual who does not have a qualifying child and 12% of the federal earned income

" credit for the same taxable year for all other resident eligible individuals; except that, for taxable

years beginning after December 31, 2020 and before January 1, 2022, a resident individual who
is an eligible individual is allowed a credit against the tax otherwise due under this Part in the

- amount of 20% of the federal earned income credit for the same taxable year.

Sec. E-2. 36 MRSA §5219-8, sub-§1-A, is enacted to read:

1-A. Resident taxpaver: on or after January 1, 2022, For tax vears beginning on or after
January 1. 2022. a resident individual who is an elipible individua] is allowed a credit against the
tax otherwise due under this Part in the amount of 50% of the federal earned income credit for
the same taxable year for a resident eligible individual who does not have a qualifying child and

2500 of the federal camed income credit for the same taxable vear for ail other resident eligible
individuals,

Sec, E-3. 36 MRSA §5219-S, sub-§2 is amended to read:

2. Nowmresident taxpayer; on or after January 1, 2020 but before January 1, 2022. AFor
tax vears beginning on or after January 1., 2020 but before January 1.2022. 2 nonresident
individual who is an eligible individual is allowed a credit against the tax otherwise due under

this Part in the amount of 25% of the federal earned income credit for the same taxable year for a

nonresident eligible individual who does not have a qualifying child and 12% of the federal
earned income credit for the same taxable year for all other nonresident eligible individuals,
except that, for taxable years beginning after December 31, 2020 and before January 1,2022, all
nonresident eligible individuals are allowed a credit in the arount of 20% of the federal earned
income credit for the same taxable year, multiplied by the ratio of the individual's Maine
adjusted gross income, as defined in section 5102, subsection 1-C, paragraph B, to the
individual's entire federal adjusted gross income, as modified by section 5122.

Sec. E-4. 36 MRSA §5219-8, sub-§2-A, is enacted to read:

2-A. Nonresident taxpaver; on or after January 1, 2022. For tax vears beginning on ot
after January 1, 2022, a nonresident individual who is an eligible individual is allowed a credit
acaingt the tax otherwise due under this Part in the amount of 50% of the federal earped mcome
credit for the same taxable vear for a nonresident eligible individual who.does not have a
qualifying child and 25% of the federal earned incoie credit for the same taxable year for all
other nonresident eligible individuals, multiplied by the ratio of the individual's Maine adjusted
oross income, as defined in section 5102, subsection 1-C. paragraph B. to the individual's entire
federal adjusted eross income, as modified by section 5122,

13



Sec. E-5. 36 MRSA §5219-S, sub-§3 is amended to read:

3. Part-year resident taxpayer; on or after January 1, 2020 but before January 1, 2022.
AsFor tax years beginning on or after January 1, 2020 but before January 1, 2022, an eligible
individual who files a return as a part-year resident in accordance with section 5224-A is allowed
a crédit agdinst the tax otherwise due under this Part.in the amount of 25% of the federal earned.
income credit for the same taxable year for an eligible part-year individual who does not have a
qualifying child and 12% of the federal earned income credit for the same taxable year for all
other eligible part-year individnals, except that, for taxabie years beginning after December 31,
2020 and before January 1, 2022, all eligible part-year individuals are allowed a credit in the
amount of 20% of the federal earned income credit for the same taxable year, multiplied by a
ratio, the numerator of which is the individeal's Maine adjusted gross income as defined in =~
section 5102, subsection 1-C, paragraph A for that portion of the taxable year during which the
individual was a resident plus the individual's Maine adjusted gross income as defined in section
" 5102, subsection 1-C, paragraph B for that portion of the taxable year during which the
individual was a nonresident and the denominator of which is the individual's entire federal
adjusted gross income, as modified by section 5122.

Sec. E-6. .36 MRSA §5219-8, sub-§3-A, is enacted to read:

3-A. Part-year resident taxpaver: on or after January 1. 2022. For tax vears beginning
on or after January 1, 2022, an eligible individual who files a return as a part-year resident in
accordance with section 5224-A is allowed a credit against the tax otherwise due under this Part
in the amount of 50% of the federal earned income credit for the same taxable vear for an
eligible part-vear individual who does not have a qualifying child and 25% of the federal earned
income credit for the same taxable vear for all other eligible part-vear individuals, multiplied by
a ratio, the numerator of which is the individual's Maine adjusted gross income as defined in
section 5102, subsection 1-C, paragraph A for that portion of the taxable vear during which the
individual was a resident plus the individual's Maine adjusted gross income as defined in section
5102, subsection 1-C, paragraph B for that portion of the taxable vear during which the
individual was a nonresident and the denominator of which is the individual's entire federal

adjusted gross income, as modified by section 5122.

PARTE
. SUMMARY

. This Part increases the earned income tax credit for tax years beginning on or after January
1, 2022, from 25% to 50% of the federal earned income tax credit for individuals with no -
qualifying children and from 12% to 25% of the federal earned income tax credit for all other
eligible individuals.
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PART F \

Sec. F-1. 36 MRSA § 5219-KXK, sub-§ 2-D, as enacted by PL. 2021, ¢.398, PtH, § &, is
amended to read:

2-D. Credit in 2022 and after. For tax years beginning on or after January 1,2022, 2
resident individual is allowed a credit against the taxes imposed under this Part equal to the
amount by which the benefit base for the resident individual exceeds 4% of the resident
individual’s income. The credit may not exceed $750$1.000 for resident individuals under 65
years of age as of the last day of the taxable year or $1;20081,500 for resident individuals 65
"~ years of age and older as of the last day of the taxable year. In the case of married individuals
filing a joint retarn, only one spouse is required to be 65 years of age or older to qualify for the

$1.200$1.500 credit limitation. Married taxpayers filing separate retirms do not qualify for the
credit under this section.

PART F
SUMMARY

This Part increases the maximum property tax fairness credit for tax years beginning on or
after January 1, 2022, from $750 to $1,000 for resident individuals under 65 years of age and
" from $1,200 to $1,500 for resident individuals 65 years of age and older.

PART G

Sec. G-1. 36 MRSA §5122, sub-§2, §XX is enacted to read:

XX, For tax vears beginning on or after January 1, 2022. to the extent included in federal
adiusted eross income. student loan payments made directly to a lender on behaif of the
taxpaver by a student Joan repayment program funded by 2 nonprofit foundation and
administered by the Finance Authority of Maine for residents of the State emploved by a
business located in the State.

PART G
SUMMARY

This Part provides an income tax deduction for payments made directly to a lender on
behalf of a taxpayer by a student Joan repayment program funded by a nonprofit foundation and
administered by the Finance Authority of Maine for residents of the State employed by a

business located in the State. The deduction applies to tax years beginning on or after January 1,
2022. :
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PART H

Sec, H-1. 20-A MRSA §12541, sub-§1-A is repealed.
Sec. H-2, 20-A MRSA §12541, sub-§4 is repealed.
Sec. H-3. 20-A MRSA §12541, sub-§4-A is repealed.
- Sec. H-4. 20-A MRSA §12541, sub-§5 is repealed.
Sec. H-5. 20-A MRSA §12541, sub-§8 is repealed.
Sec. H-6. 20-A MRSA §12541, sub-§9 is repealed.

Sec. H-7. 20-A MRSA §12542, sub-§1, first full parapraph is amended 1o read:

1. Program created; goals. The Job Creation Through Educational Opportinity Program, referred to

in this chapter as "the prog:am "is created o prov1de aﬂ—eé&ea%}eaal—epﬁeam&z 2 student foan renavment
tax credit to-M i e oo

W@f}rﬁﬁd—paﬁ'—tam%is—s%ﬂ%e—thefeaﬁef The progfam is des1gned 10 aohleve the follomg goals

Sec. H-8. 20-A MRSA §12542, sub-§4-A is amended o read:
- 4-A. Administration. The program must be administered as described in this subsection.

A. The department, in consultation with the State Tax Assessor, shall make information about the
program available on the department's publicly accessible website. The department shall refer any
questions regarding the program to the relevant accredited Maine community coliege, college or
university's financial aid office. The assessor shall provide to an accredited Maine comumunity
college, college or university information that is necessary to document a student's eligibility for

the eéae&&eﬂﬂi—eppeﬁamty student loan repayment tax credit.

| program- An accredited Mame commmuty co]]ege college or umversfcy sha]l at a minimum,
provide information about the program in financial aid award materials, enfrance interviews, exit
interviews, materials listing financial aid resources and, as appropriate, any promotional materials
provided by state agencies, to the extent stch contacts with students are already part of the
accredited Maine community college, college or university's procedures.

See. H-9. 20-A MRSA §12542, sub-§5 is repealed.
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Sec. H-10. 20-A MRSA §12543 is amended to read:

It is the irjtent of the Legislature that neither the existence of the program nor the benefits provided
umder the sducational-opportanity student loan repavment tax credit serve as justification to decrease other
funds appropriated or allocated to aceredited Maine community colleges, colleges or universities, incinding

institufons in the Maine Community College System and the University of Maine System, or to other
higher education programs. '

Sec. H-11. 20-A MRSA §12545 is repealed. -

Sec H-12. 36 MRSA §2535, is amended to read:

A taxpayer is allowed a credit against the tax otherwise due under this chapter as determined under
~ section 5217-D. The credit provided by this section. including any carryover of excess credit from prior
years. may_not be claimed for tax years beginning on or after January 1. 2022. '

Sec H-13. 36 MRSA §5217-D, sub-§6 is enacted to read:

~ 6. Application, Notwithstanding any provision of this section to the confrary, the credit provided
by this section, including any carrvover of excess credit from prior vears, may not be claimed for
tax.years beginning on or after January 1, 2022,

Sec H-14. 36 MRSA §5217-E is enacted to read:
§5217-E. Student Loan Repavment Tax Credit

1. Definitions. As used in this section, unjess the context otherwise indicates, the following terms
have the following meanings.

A "Accredited commmity college, college or university” means an ingtitution of higher education
that is accredited by a recional accrediting association or by one of the specialized accrediting
agencies recognized by the United States Secretary of Education.

B: “Eamed income™ has the same meaning as in the Code, Section 32(c)2).

B. "Emplover" has the same meaning as the term "employing unit," as defined in Title 26, section
1043, subsection 10.

C. "Financial aid package" means financial aid obtained by a student for attendance at an aceredited
commumity college. college or university for an associate, bachelor's or graduate degree obtained
by the student from an accredited community college, college or university after December 31,
2007, "Financial 2id package" may include private Joans or less then the full amount of loans under
federal programs. depending on_the practices of the accredited community college, college or
university.

D. "Qualified individual" meaps an individual, inclnding the spouse a joint return with the
individual under section 5221, who is eligible for the credit provided in this section. An individual
is eligible for the credit if the individual:

(D Obtained an associate, bachelor's or graduate degree from an accredited community college.
college or university after December 31, 2007;
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{2) During the taxable vear, was a resident individual as defined in section 5102(5); and

{3) During the taxable vear had eamed income of af least the Stafe minimum wage. as defined
. in Maine Revised Statutes., Title 26, section 664, subsection 1. as adjusted for cost of living
increases, as determined on January 1 of the taxable year, multiplied by 936 hours. The assessor

. may adopt roles reducing this amount if 2 portion of the taxable year falls within a disaster
period. Rutes adopted pursuant to this subparagraph are routine technical rules pursnant to Title

35, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

E. “Regional acerediting association” means a regional accrediting association that is either (1) any
of the United States accrediting associations/commissions that comprise the Couneil of Regional
Accrediting Commissions, or (2) an equivalent aon-United States accrediting association,
commission, or government entity that is a reliable authority on the quality of the education or
training provided by the institutions of higher education it accredits or charters and that applies
standards substantially equivalent to those utilized by the associations/commissions that comprise
the Council of Regional Accrediting Commissions.

- 2. Credit allowed. For taxable vears beginning on or after January 1. 2022, a qualified individual
is allowed a refundable credit against the tax imposed by this Part in accordance with the provisions of
this section, The credit, with respect to a gualified individual, is equal to the amount of loan pavments
made directly by the taxpayer to the lender during the taxable vear plus the amoumt of any carrvover

allowed in accordance with paragraph C, up to a maximum of $2,000, The credit is created to implement
the Job Creation Through Educational Opportunity Program established under Title 20-A. chapter 428-

C.

A. A tawxpaver may claim a credit under this section based on loan payments made directly by the

taxpaver to a relevant lender or lenders only with respect fo loans that are part of the gualified
individual's financial aid package and only with respect to loan pavment amonnts paid directly by
the taxpaver during that part of the faxable vear that the qualified individual was a resident

individual, Refinanced loans or consolidated loans that are part of the qualified individual's
financial aid packace are eligible for the credit under this section if the refinanced loans or

consolidated loans remain separate from other debt, but only in proportion to the portion of the loan
pavinents that are otherwise eligible under this section.

B. Loans obtained from a person related to the qualified individual or from any person by reason
of a Joan under any qualified emplover plan or under a contract referred to in the Code, Section
T2(pX5) do not qualify for the credit under this section. For purposes of this paragraph, a person
is considered related to the gualified individual if that person meets the criteria listed in the Code,
Section 267(b) or Section 7T07(bY(1}. As used in this paragraph, "gualified emplover plan” has the
same meaning as in the Code, Section 72(p)(4). . :

C. For taxable vears beginnine on or after January 1. 2022 and before January 1, 2027, a gualified
individual with vnused carrvover credits pursuant to section 5217-D. subsection 2. paragraph A
from the credit for educational opportunity generated in the past 10 years, mav carry over and apply

to the credit amount aflowed pursuant to this section the portion, as reduced from vear to year, of
any upused credits.

D. A gualified individval may only receive a credit otherwise allowed pursuant to this section up
to a total lifetime credit cap amount of $25.000.

Sec. H-15. 36 MRSA §5122, sub-§ 2, 4 FF, as amended by PL 2013, c. 525, §14, is repealed.
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© Sec. H-16. Application. The section of this Part that repeals Maine Revised Statutes, Title 36, section
5122, subsection 2, paragraph FF applies to taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2022.

PARTH
SUMMARY

This Part replaces the current credit for educational opportunity with a broader and simpler
credit of up to $2,000 for an individual’s repayment of student loans for taxable years beginning
onor after January 1, 2022. Unused credit carryover amounts from the credit for educational
opportunity may be claimed and applied to the new credit by a qualified individual for tax years
beginning before January 1, 2027, -subject to the annual credit limit of $2,000. This also repeals

the insurance premiums tax credit for educational opportunity for tax years beginning on or after
Tanuary 1, 2022. :

Sec. I-1. Transfer from General Fund-tinzppropriated surplus; Maine Budget

tion Fund. Notwithstanding any othe{ffg\?isiong?‘law on ot before June 30, 2022, the~
State ControHer shall transfer $10,000,600 from the unappropri%“suwlus of the GeneratFund

to the Maine Budget *(nd established in the Maine Revised 3’c‘atutgs, ile 5, section
1532, '

i Part requires the transfer of $10,000,000 in fistal yeié??ﬁ%i;@ from the unappropriated
s%ﬁ of the General Fund to the Maine Budget Stabilization Fund, ™

~ Sec. J-1. Transfer from General Fund unigwpﬁa rplus; Maine M_ilitary/}j{eyg/
Fund.wany other pr;%is/ign,@ﬁaw, the State Contrdlter shall transfer-$6.500,000
from the General Fund tmappropriated surplus to the Maine Military Reserve | und, established
under the Maine Revised Stattites; Title 5, section 1523, within the Pepartment oFAdministrative

3B no later than fﬁﬁé&«B‘.Q,\ZOZZ for.#h€ purpose of settling\('ﬁtstanding
obligations gf-the Maine Military Authority. - . \

S S—
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PART J
SUMMARY

This Part requires the transfer of $6,500,000 in fisc, i year 2021-22 ﬁom the unappropnated .

surpliis of the General Fund to the Maine Military Re;gerve Fund to settlc outstandmg ahhgataons'

of the Maine Military Authority.

Sec. K-1. Transfer, eserve for General Fund Operating Capltal to a COVID-19
response fund. Notwithstanding™a 3/: provision of law to the contrary, the’ State Confroller may
transfer up to $8,500,000 from the Baj; ance available in the Reserve for- General Fund Operating
Capital to a COVID-19 response fund eStablished by the State Controllgr to address funding needs
related to the novel coronayirus disease, kiewn as COVID-19, through June 30, 2023. Amounts
transferred may be expe; ded based on allotment established b§ financial order approved by the
State Budget Officer agd the Governor. The amots its transferred are considered adjustments to
appropriations The ALovernor shall inform the Lepis lative Council and the Joint Standing
ommitiee on Appfopriations and Financial Affairs, >
Reserve for Gengfal Fund Operating Capital. Anyfremalmnalance in the COVID-19 response

Ital All amounts recewed as eimbursement for expenses originally pa1d by the
e (é) 00 from any funding sourge Whatsoe;ver, must be
Operating Capltal in accordance with t;t}is';fsection.

Ny PARTK p

eneral Fund Operating Chpital to 2 COVID-19 73 SPONSE fund. The mnds may be expended &
th Stat/ Budget Officer and the Governdr.

July 1, 2023 must be transferred by the State Control erto the Reserve for Generai Fund Operating
Capital. .

PARTL

Sec. L-1. COVID Pandemic Relief Payment Program Fund, Other Special Revenue
Funds account established. The State Controller shall establish a nonlapsing COVID Pandemic
Relief Payment Program Fund, Other Special Revenue Funds account, which is fimded through a
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transfer from the available balance of the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund pursuant to
section 2 of this Part. '

Sec. L-2. Transfer from General Fund unappropriated surplus; COVID Pandemic
Relief Payment Program Fund. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the confrary, on
ot before June 30, 2022, the State Controller shall transfer $411,000,000 from the unappropriated
surplus of the General Fund to the Department of Administrative & Financial Services, COVID
Pandemic Relief Payment Program Fund, Other Special Revenue Fund account for the purpose of
providing payments to help eligible Maine citizens recover from economic impacts from the
epidemic related to coronavirus disease 2019, referred to in this Part as "the COVID-19 pandemic.”
At the close of fiscal year 2023-24, amounts remaining in the COVID Pandemic Relief Payment

Program Fund, Other Special Revenue Funds account must be transferred to the Budget
Stabilization Fund. : '

Sec. L-3. COVID Pandemic Relief Payment Program established. The COVID Pandemic

Relief Payment Program is established to help Maine people respond to the economic fallout of

the COVID-19 pandemic and enable Maine people to combat rising costs due to pandemic-induced

" fnflation and supply-chain impacts. This relief payment can be utilized by eligible Maine citizens

“to offset expenses incurred as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, including, without limitation,
personal, family, living or funeral expenses.

1. Definitions. As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following
terms have the following meanings.

A. "Assessor" means the State Tax Assessor.
B. “Eligible Maine citizen” means an individual who:

(1) Filed, by October 31, 2022, a Maine income tax retum as a full-year resident of the
State for the tax year;

(2) Has federal adjusted gross income for the tax year of less than:
(a) For individuals filing married joint retumns or surviving spouses permitted to file
a joint return, $150,000;
(b) For an individual filing as 2 head of housshold, $112,500;
(¢) For a single individual, $75,000; or

(d) For married persons filing separate returns, $75,000; and

(3) May not be claimed as a dependexnt on another taxpayer's return for that tax year.
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C. “Fund” means the COVID Pandemic Relief Payment Program Fund, Other Special
Revenue Funds account established by the State Controller pursuant fo section 1.

D. “Relief payment” means the COVID Pandemic Relief Payment determmed pursuant to
subsection 2. |

E. “I'ax year” means a tax year beginning on or after January 1, 2021 but not later than
December 31, 2021. '

Any other terms used in this section have the same meaning as when used in a Acdmparable
context in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 36, Part 8 relating to Maine income taxes, unless
different meanings are clearly required.

2. COVID Pandemic Relief Payment. The assessor shall make COVID Pandemic Relief
payments in accordance with this subsection.

A. The assessor shall identify each eligible Maine citizen, as defined pursuant to subsection
1.

B. Beginning on. or after July 1, 2022 but not later than December 31, 2022, the assessor
shall make a $510 relief payment to each eligible Maine citizen. Funds for the relief
payments must come from the Fund and are not subject to setoff to debts owed to agencies
of the State.

C. An individual who has not received a payment under paragraph B may provide
documentation to the assessor by March 31, 2023 showing that the individual is an eligible
Maine citizen. The assessor shall review the documentation, determine if the individual is
an eligible Maine citizen and notify the individual of any adverse determination. This
determination is final agency action not reviewable pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes,
Title 36, section 151.

D. By June 30, 2023, the assessor shall make a $510 relief payment to each eligible Maine
citizen determined eligible pursuant to paragraph C. Funds for the relief payments must
come from the Fund and are not subject to setoff to debts owed to agencies of the State.

Sec. L-4. State income tax subtraction modification. For tax years beginning on or after
January 1, 2022 but not later than December 31, 2023, in determining the taxable mcome of a
resident individual, within the meaning of the Maine Revised Statues, Title 36, section 5122,
federal adjusted gross income shall be reduced by an amount equal to the COVID Pandemic Relief
Payment received by the taxpayer pursuant to this Part, to the extent the payment is included in
federal adjusted gross income for the taxable year.

Sec. L-5. Designation as unclaimed property. For purposes of the COVID Pandemic
- Relief Payment Program, COVID Pandemic Relief Payment checks that remain undeposited on
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\ 1. Directo_Ae executive head of the bm@ector. T
e '

January 1, 2024, are to be treated as unclaimed property, not subject to the notice and receipt :

provisions set forth in 33 M.R.S. § 2101 and the one-year dormancy period set forth in 33 M.R.S.
§ 2061, as applied to such checks. The State Treasurer shall use unclaimed property systems and
networks to find the proper recipients of such checks as quickly as possible to reduce the adverse
economic consequences of COVID-19. :

PARTL
SUMMARY

. This Part creates the COVID Pandemic Relief Payment Program to provide COVID
Pandemic Relief Payments to eligible Maine-citizens to promote the general welfare of the citizens
of the State for reasonable and necessary unreimbursed expenses incurred as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic disaster. To fund the program, this Part creates the COVID Pandemic Relief
Payment Program Fund, Other Special Revenue Funds account and transfers $411,000,000 to the
Fund from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund. The Fund may be used for a $510
payment to each eligible Maine citizen and the costs of administration, programming, mailing,
public outreach, and taxpayer assistance associated with the program.

PARTM

' Sec. M-1. 12 MRSA §1802 is amended to read:
S
§1802. Bureau of Parks and I:j}n”ds established

There is established “Within’t’f}g Department of Agriculture, Conservation arfd Forestry the
Bureau of Parks and Lands,#hick.shall carry out the responsibilities of State Government
relating to parks, histm:'i}'sites, sub&é‘rggé and intertidal lands, public reserved lands and
nonreserved public lands. e -

s

A*:\legfa powers and duties of the positign'éf director may not-be combined Wrﬁh any other
D {itiong\vit}ﬁn the bureau or departmient. . \“><
/‘// -

B. The position of director 'é/§ not be filled in an acting capacil v; the appoi\n‘tee must be a
L e
permanent full-time efployee. : .

/ . e
2. Deputy director. The director 1§-assisted in executive duties by a deputy director. The -

deputy director position is a classified, conﬁdéﬁffia:-ffapsition.
7 ' //

—
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