	Amend the bill by striking out all of section 1 and inserting in its place the following:





	'Sec. 1.  Appropriation.  The following funds are appropriated from the General Fund to carry out the purposes of this Act.





						2000-01





LABOR, DEPARTMENT OF 





Division for the Blind and Visually Impaired








All Other			$45,000





Provides funds on a one-time basis for the establishment of an audio information service through the Maine Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired for people who are blind or visually impaired and other people in the State who are unable to access printed information due to a disability.  The Department of Labor shall 


�
report back to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over appropriations and financial affairs by February 2, 2001 on the status of the Maine Airs program.





FISCAL NOTE





						2000-01





APPROPRIATIONS/ALLOCATIONS





	General Fund			$45,000





	This amendment reduces the General Fund cost of the bill by $90,000 in fiscal year 1999-00 and $15,000 in fiscal year 2000-01.





	This bill, as amended, includes a General Fund appropriation of $45,000 in fiscal year 2000-01 for the Division for the Blind and Visually Impaired in the Department of Labor to establish an audio information service through the Maine Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired.'








SUMMARY





	This amendment eliminates the original request in fiscal year 1999-00 of $90,000 and lowers the original request for fiscal year 2000-01 from $60,000 to $45,000.





	The fiscal year 2000-01 appropriation will be used by the Maine Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired, in conjunction with the Maine Public Broadcasting Corporation, to fund a program, Maine Airs, that would have daily and weekly newspapers read for listening by the more than 12,000 residents of the State who are print-disabled.





	This amendment also clarifies that this funding is provided on a one-time basis and requires the Department of Labor to report back to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over appropriations and financial affairs on the status of the program.
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