CHAPTER 646
H.P. 848 - L.D. 1182
An Act to Amend the Qualifications of Weighmasters
Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1.  10 MRSA §2501, as amended by PL 1997, c. 454, §6, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:

§2501. Qualifications
1.  Individual license.  A person wishing to be a licensed public weighmaster shall make application to the state sealer upon forms provided by the state sealer, and each application must be accompanied by an annual fee of $25.  When the state sealer receives an application and is satisfied that the applicant is of good moral character, has the ability to weigh accurately and to make correct weight certificates, has passed such oral or written examination as the state sealer may require and makes an oath to execute the requisite duties satisfactorily, the state sealer shall grant the applicant a license as a public weighmaster.  A license expires on December 31st annually or in a manner consistent with the Maine Administrative Procedure Act, whichever is later, unless sooner revoked or suspended under section 2506.

Except as provided in subsection 2, a licensed public weighmaster shall, at the public weighmaster's own expense, procure an impression seal. The public weighmaster's name and the word "Maine" must be inscribed around the outer margin of the seal and the words "licensed public weighmaster" must appear in the center of the seal. The seal must be impressed upon each weight certificate issued by the licensed public weighmaster.

2.  Corporate license.  A business, company or corporation wishing to be a licensed corporate public weighmaster shall make application to the state sealer upon forms provided by the state sealer.  The applica​tion must name the owner or manager of the business, company or corporation who is making the applica​tion.  Each application must be accompanied by an annual fee of $250 and a list of employees who hold valid individual licenses under subsection 1.  When the state sealer receives an application and is satisfied that the business, company or corporation has the ability to train its employees to weigh accurately and to make correct weight certificates and that at least one employee of that business, company or corporation holds a  valid individual license under subsection 1, the state sealer shall  grant the business, company or corporation a license as  a corporate public weigh​master.  A license expires on December 31st annually or in a manner consistent with the Maine Administra​tive Procedure Act, whichever is later, unless sooner revoked or suspended under section 2506.

The holder of a corporate license must notify the state sealer when a licensed public weighmaster begins or leaves employment with that business, company or corporation. The state sealer shall assign a number to each licensed public weighmaster operating under a corporate license.  A corporate licensed public weighmaster shall procure, at the corporation's expense, an impression seal.  The business, company or corporation name and the word "Maine" must be inscribed around the outer margin of the seal.  The words "licensed corporate public weighmaster" must appear in the center of the seal with a number identifying the individual who is operating under the corporate weighmaster license.  The seal and correct identifying number must be impressed upon each weight certificate issued under the corporate license.  A person who does not hold a valid license under subsection 1 may not issue a weight certificate under a corporate license.

Sec. 2.  10 MRSA §2505 is amended to read:

§2505.  Malfeasance
Any licensed public weighmaster who falsifies a weight certificate, or who delegates his authority to any person not licensed as a licensed public weigh​master, or who preseals a weight certificate with his the licensed public weighmaster's official seal before performing the act of weighing, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be punished by a fine commits a civil violation for which a forfeiture of not more than $100 may be adjudged.

A holder of a corporate public weighmaster's li​cense who allows a person not licensed as a licensed public weighmaster to issue a weight certificate using the corporate seal commits a civil violation for which a forfeiture not to exceed $500 for a first violation and not to exceed $1,000 for a subsequent violation may be adjudged.  For the purposes of this section, the person whose name appears on the application for a corporate license pursuant to section 2501, subsection 2 is deemed to be the holder of the corporate license.

Sec. 3.  10 MRSA §2506, as repealed and re​placed by PL 1977, c. 694, §182, is amended to read:

§2506.  Suspension or revocation of license
The state sealer is authorized, in a manner con​sistent with the Maine Administrative Procedure Act, to refuse to renew, and the Administrative Court is authorized, on complaint of the state sealer or the Attorney General, to suspend or revoke the license of any licensed public weighmaster or licensed corporate public weighmaster when the licensee has violated any provision of this chapter or of any valid regulation of the state sealer affecting a licensed public weighmas​ter.

See title page for effective date.

