	Further amend the bill by striking out everything after the title and before the summary and inserting in its place the following:





	'Emergency preamble.  Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and





	Whereas, the Department of Human Services is currently considering revisions to the principles of reimbursement for intermediate care facilities for persons with mental retardation; and





	Whereas, changes to the principles of reimbursement for intermediate care facilities for persons with mental retardation may have significant implications for the home and community-based services waiver program for persons with mental retardation and for the quality of life for citizens of the State with mental retardation; and





	Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately 


�



necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,





Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:





	Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §3187, as amended by PL 1995, c. 462, Pt. A, §43, is further amended to read:





§3187.  Principles of reimbursement; rules





	The department shall meet annually with providers of community based community-based intermediate care facilities for the mentally retarded to review current principles of reimbursement under the federal Social Security Act, Title XIX, 42 United States Code, chapter Chapter 7, and discuss necessary and appropriate changes.





	Principles of reimbursement established for intermediate care facilities for the mentally retarded shall assure must ensure maximum flexibility enabling facilities to shift variable cost funds within accounts established pursuant to the principles. These principles shall may not set any artificial limits on specific variable cost accounts as long as facility totals are met.





	Rules regarding principles of reimbursement for intermediate care facilities for the mentally retarded adopted pursuant to section 3173 are major substantive rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.





	Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this Act takes effect when approved.'








SUMMARY





	This amendment replaces the bill and is the majority report. The amendment designates rules regarding principles of reimbursement for intermediate care facilities for persons with mental retardation as major substantive rules.
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