SP0595, LD 1688, item 2, 123rd Maine State Legislature
‘An Act To Allow Wholesale Licensees To Offer Credit for the Purchase of Malt Liquor, Wine and Spirits’

PLEASE NOTE: Legislative Information cannot perform research, provide legal
advice, or interpret Maine law. For legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.

Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:

‘An Act To Allow Wholesale Licensees To Offer Credit
for the Purchase of Malt Liquor, Wine and Spirits’

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and before the summary and
inserting the following:

‘Sec. 1. 28-A MRSA 8705, sub-81, as repealed and replaced by PL 2003, c. 349, §1, is
amended to read:

1. Salesfor cash. Except asprovided in subsectionsubsections 1-B and 1-F, awholesalelicensee,
the employee of a wholesale licensee or areselling agent as defined by section 2, subsection 27-A may
not sell or offer to sell any liquor except for cash or payment by check or electronic funds transfer as
provided in subsection 1-A.

Sec. 2. 28-A MRSA 8705, sub-81-F isenacted to read:

1-F. Limited credit terms. A wholesale licensee or a reselling agent may sell or offer
for sale liguor on credit. Credit offered by a wholesale licensee or reselling agent must be on terms
determined by the wholesale licensee or reselling agent. Those terms may include, but are not limited
to, creditworthiness, minimum deposit requirements and applied interest. Credit offered for any purchase
in accordance with this section may not be extended for a period of more than 14 days. The bureau, in
accordance with chapter 33, may suspend the license of aretailer who does not abide by the credit terms
of awholesalelicensee or reselling agent. The bureau may adopt routine technical rules pursuant to Title
5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A in order to implement this section.’

SUMMARY

Thisamendment replacesthe bill. The amendment authorizes awholesale licensee or reselling agent
to sell liquor on credit. The credit terms offered to a retail licensee are determined by the wholesale
licensee or reselling agent and credit may not be extended for more than 14 days for any purchase. A
licensee who failsto abide by the credit termsis subject to license suspension. The amendment authorizes
the division of liquor licensing and compliance within the Department of Public Safety to adopt rulesto
implement this provision.

FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
(See attached)
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