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An Act to Prohibit Landfill Expansion into Wetlands
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_4eb05640_26fe_489e_a371_714c2f7d][bookmark: _LINE__3_22b59159_bf90_4397_965d_22dcced][bookmark: _LINE__4_e03ab19f_e541_4674_990d_1993caf]Whereas, the expansion of solid waste landfills into freshwater wetlands can damage local aquifers, streams and rivers associated with those wetlands; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_96cb71e9_a3ed_4561_8cd3_454db28b][bookmark: _LINE__5_a3436269_1af4_4dfd_a3f1_5fae13c][bookmark: _LINE__6_70e7dcf0_441a_4e10_ac91_081430c][bookmark: _LINE__7_e3acdf48_5c73_45ff_9092_f604b1f]Whereas, current law does not prohibit the Department of Environmental Protection from issuing permits and licenses for the expansion of solid waste landfills that will alter freshwater wetlands; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_977af411_92cb_4dcd_b230_7540c984][bookmark: _LINE__8_65b358a8_a84f_4e63_a1a7_1c31cb9][bookmark: _LINE__9_315e71c9_0f77_472f_9347_a47d810]Whereas, there is currently a solid waste landfill expansion under consideration that would fill a portion of a freshwater wetland; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_a2989a57_9d15_484a_9255_7308fb2a][bookmark: _LINE__10_4ae43ca7_9238_4255_93bd_18aad0][bookmark: _LINE__11_8aefed9f_1c51_4582_b86e_7d5e60][bookmark: _LINE__12_699195ab_b921_4e4e_bdb4_f7e6fb][bookmark: _LINE__13_f85ce2f4_c0e8_4b0f_8f12_736a6a]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__3e557d0d_3858_43d6_b15][bookmark: _PAR__6_aa61f00a_ae56_484f_9351_1dd8e880][bookmark: _LINE__14_56c3b67f_9e3a_4d5d_addf_798b48]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5aec7104_a3ae_4a3d_a6e1][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__3cf9984a_f72c_4ee1_9e60_a05][bookmark: _PAR__8_b71b6c04_f4cf_4174_88e1_ebe0841c][bookmark: _LINE__16_0971db61_3a8d_4c26_ba83_5e3aad][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b3cfcfe9_bb2c_4ac6_a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__8fc1687c_04ed_4480_bc][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7355f8fd_3c42_40a8_83f][bookmark: _LINE__17_627720a2_1664_4cce_9d77_98cd4b][bookmark: _LINE__18_cf8f636f_ae60_4d0b_b233_689ba2]1-A.  Prohibition; solid waste landfill expansion.  The department may not issue a permit pursuant to this section for the altering of freshwater wetlands in connection with the expansion of a solid waste landfill as defined in section 1303-C, subsection 32.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__565c0245_51c3_4970][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__a94ebb27_668e_47d0_a003_3][bookmark: _PAR__9_8f679cec_2ac6_4387_a036_dfdb6c78][bookmark: _LINE__19_d7ad30e2_4fbf_44de_9160_890242][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__63bcd12d_0b0b_4ff5]Sec. 2.  38 MRSA §1310-N, sub-§1-B is enacted to read:
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[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__4230e311_ef1e_4891_8f][bookmark: _PAR__11_0cd08a64_de9f_4b27_91e2_24066a2][bookmark: _LINE__23_5d9e79b0_2dc1_4e40_b504_10fc70][bookmark: _LINE__24_f10e83af_f290_4f48_b58c_6d42a4]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
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[bookmark: _PAR__13_2349f98d_cabd_4b47_a9e8_d6e3e10][bookmark: _LINE__26_fbdc7327_6a67_4740_a292_534643][bookmark: _LINE__27_c49cfeba_5293_4723_acac_88365b][bookmark: _LINE__28_1a76c1f3_3c7d_445d_a49d_5a9e60][bookmark: _LINE__29_bb752444_8cd8_4e48_b761_03697b]This bill prohibits the Department of Environmental Protection from issuing a permit under the Natural Resources Protection Act or a license under the solid waste management laws for the altering of freshwater wetlands in connection with the expansion of a solid waste landfill.
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