132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Update Certain Higher Education Statutes
L.D. 
An Act to Update Certain Higher Education Statutes
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__c1e83727_a457_4029_8d7][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__bdf2b385_33c5_4953_8e34_bb19e][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__12d74fd4_99bf_498a_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_d25c9b7f_9bd0_460f_a207_437802f][bookmark: _PAR__1_23c30407_69ac_480f_810f_f602910e][bookmark: _LINE__1_9b44d67c_2327_42b1_99fb_f7e1b89]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__1956605d_eb3d_47a6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__fd79e66a_909a_487e_b1f7_3][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__5e4b9576_5347_42ed_ad][bookmark: _PAR__2_f5c642a6_6c8f_4703_ad84_0c7fed3e][bookmark: _LINE__2_23019c2a_6760_4571_a7d7_8a6a804][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__c273d8e7_d703_4068]Sec. 1.  20-A MRSA c. 321, as amended, is repealed.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__73b0a9af_8a61_4df6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__191b03eb_042f_4ee1_bf85_4][bookmark: _PAR__3_94a52041_7363_467b_9933_726824fe][bookmark: _LINE__3_e4f05999_9f4a_4cae_a237_2111a10][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__dedac8eb_3882_4b34][bookmark: _LINE__4_039b9e22_c82e_43f7_9954_4804d65]Sec. 2.  20-A MRSA §10017, first ¶, as enacted by PL 2023, c. 643, Pt. BB, §1, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__437ba5d9_ea7d_4977_945][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c4fba686_1a68_4f89_a73d_77b7][bookmark: _PAR__4_a9d5440f_87a1_409e_930a_72e754c6][bookmark: _LINE__5_edf3d7c0_7f18_46bc_b81e_17f9f57][bookmark: _LINE__6_2d395d2a_7845_4686_9e6f_f15a002][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4a2db6b6_be89_4523_b5][bookmark: _LINE__7_3cc24f5a_4650_4128_97f0_ca9191b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3b20e9fe_cf4b_45f1_b1][bookmark: _LINE__8_75be9477_54e8_4ac2_b52c_0c8fdb2][bookmark: _LINE__9_d435c16a_c2a9_447a_89bc_4809c02][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__4c3e2469_1f03_4f17_85a][bookmark: _LINE__10_1eab15d6_d1d3_40f7_bb07_109056][bookmark: _LINE__11_83816514_585a_4665_b805_26c0d8][bookmark: _LINE__12_e32117de_8ef2_4145_9251_9fb808]The Higher Education Administrative Fund, referred to in this section as "the fund," is established within the department as a nonlapsing fund to receive participation fees and application fees from institutions of higher education for applications under section 10707 and for applications for membership or membership renewal in the interstate reciprocity agreement authorized under section 405, subsection 3, paragraph W.  Funds deposited in the fund must be used to support the department's facilitation of the interstate reciprocity agreement and for other department costs associated with the administration of higher education in the State.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__40b15129_0a24_4ff8_8d36_2e1][bookmark: _PAR__12_27b6dea2_34c6_49ab_9443_35d26ce][bookmark: _LINE__30_ed36cc42_aacf_4f27_be03_a9d315][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2ba38eca_d74b_4bc6_a587][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e84ba3ac_3407_4d5c_b9b][bookmark: _LINE__31_09d480c9_59f6_4079_ad6f_8896b6][bookmark: _LINE__32_8821a69f_da97_43e7_8a07_1a9420](2)  The educational institution has applied for degree-granting authority only for degrees for which the institution offers academic programs approved by the state board.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__89768bf6_6ee7_43f5_8a6b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__82f7cbdc_e0a1_4961_bbf5_66c9][bookmark: _PAR__13_712c9eb2_7eaa_4d86_8308_4b3cf1b][bookmark: _LINE__33_f3cbc14e_a625_408b_86bb_0ed232][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1ccf4deb_9dee_408d_ba0][bookmark: _LINE__34_4f0c4a32_a221_44ba_8c20_bf3884][bookmark: _LINE__35_f00f9071_5cba_4581_bd85_06d98f][bookmark: _LINE__36_51cadff3_a79e_4c7f_8eba_b71dc4][bookmark: _LINE__37_2b32ead4_5a37_40a1_a9c0_d7ec8e]B.  Upon recommending an educational institution to the Legislature for degree-granting authority under section 10704, the state board shall provide any reports resulting from completed state board reviews of the applicant educational institution to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7b34bca2_b1c7_483e_a3f6][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__099f0e16_550e_43b3_9c58_ae7][bookmark: _PAGE__2_8abc7362_d7ef_496f_bd9d_784b223][bookmark: _PAR__1_7f764994_bf7d_4805_a0c3_bbd0df9e][bookmark: _LINE__1_8c47d8f8_0d11_46a0_a86a_bb91805][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__92799da1_a821_410a_a8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a7c38b3f_ff26_454f_806][bookmark: _LINE__2_86955e25_9fa7_4d41_89f5_4e991c3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9e847bde_e587_4feb_84][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__978163b2_de0f_45a0_92][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ce6929af_8f30_46ed_96][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5887b742_3933_4262_b7][bookmark: _LINE__3_bd59d7af_7b2b_4e5a_a293_60882a4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3f744085_0de1_4fad_ae][bookmark: _LINE__4_80d44df7_6d87_4973_b900_f7351af][bookmark: _LINE__5_402c4c94_8f07_4546_99b0_1f8868f]3.  Courses for academic credit.  Applications by out-of-state educational institutions to offer courses for academic credit shall must be made to the state board on forms through a process provided by the commissioner. Such an educational institution shall pay a fee for the initial application that reflects the costs to the department for processing the application, as determined by the commissioner.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bbfe906d_8994_4936_8258][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__ed2f1e6b_456a_4073_95d9_27d][bookmark: _PAR__3_e693f55b_ccfa_4a3d_b53e_f6876193][bookmark: _LINE__10_612a330b_4cdb_4e9f_b170_6b3ac8][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__9186ff2b_fd99_4253_87][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c50ddeca_9142_41c3_a56][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__c072c803_abd8_4ef8_948][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8ec601e0_fbb2_4b07_8c][bookmark: _LINE__11_19faf478_3edf_4e39_a647_9f7b51][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a1225c84_3f92_4aee_94][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ab6270bf_e24e_417d_91][bookmark: _LINE__12_f44bff4e_d212_47f0_8638_5437a0][bookmark: _LINE__13_620ed1f1_a304_4b16_86a7_0db984]5.  Exempt status.  Applications for exempt status under section 10708, subsection 2, shall must be made to the commissioner. An educational institution shall pay a fee for the initial application that reflects the costs to the department for processing the application, as determined by the commissioner.
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[bookmark: _PAR__5_03e76a43_ee37_4376_bbf3_464ea453][bookmark: _LINE__15_a92d3046_d174_4bad_b66c_373d38][bookmark: _LINE__16_21e1fd52_5d3b_4ece_b206_7ae9ec][bookmark: _LINE__17_443707f8_d6d9_4b55_9cb2_3d28be][bookmark: _LINE__18_8b243f44_8a13_43d2_ac9a_c3e4e2][bookmark: _LINE__19_908b3dad_9c7f_489b_bc93_3331ec][bookmark: _LINE__20_1f7c0829_994e_4da9_8fc4_d41e92][bookmark: _LINE__21_359f3b22_a5b6_49ed_8be3_0ed68a][bookmark: _LINE__22_4537fdae_4d04_4395_880b_37a2ea][bookmark: _LINE__23_4756aaa2_3b81_4869_a6be_341796][bookmark: _LINE__24_fd8d69be_9a51_4b32_8d23_fe367b][bookmark: _LINE__25_f7e730ea_b5ae_420a_b3ba_fd13e9][bookmark: _LINE__26_15a39231_8484_4981_9874_6e07d8][bookmark: _LINE__27_6a8eb2de_9b09_4996_83f6_857b35][bookmark: _LINE__28_6aca8407_42cd_49cb_860f_13c79f][bookmark: _LINE__29_885d4e89_3841_459f_ad26_89f802][bookmark: _LINE__30_b7034d6c_47b5_4be2_8e88_c46e9c]This bill repeals certain statutes related to correspondence schools and updates application requirements for degree-granting educational institutions. The bill requires a degree-granting educational institution to pay an application fee for the initial application that reflects the costs to the Department of Education for processing the application, as determined by the Commissioner of Education, and clarifies that temporary approval to use the name "community college," "college" or "university" may not be used as a basis for a recommendation by the State Board of Education for permanent degree-granting authority. The bill also allows the state board to recommend an educational institution to the Legislature for degree-granting authority without additional review if the state board has approved or renewed approval for the institution to offer academic programs in the State within 5 years of the institution’s application for degree-granting authority and the institution has applied for degree-granting authority only for degrees for which the institution offers academic programs approved by the state board. The bill requires the state board to provide any reports resulting from completed state board reviews of the applicant educational institution to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters upon recommending the institution for degree-granting authority.
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