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An Act to Align Long-range Grid Strategy with the State Energy Plan and Strengthen Integrated Grid Planning
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__be091134_91f8_4f96_a4de_118][bookmark: _PAR__3_9ef7ee47_ff5c_4fe1_915d_1c2b9891][bookmark: _LINE__4_535213e8_b996_42ad_9475_10c59d0][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f7726c04_4638_4f67_a0cf][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6584a811_2b02_4c82_9f3][bookmark: _LINE__5_6859455c_e32b_454f_b4be_9befb12][bookmark: _LINE__6_09f4c757_e62d_4a67_9b23_4194e59][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0c26a3ca_274d_45b5_89](7)  Consideration of the use of low-voltage sensors to improve grid monitoring capacity, including data related to grid power quality, transformer status and distributed energy resource capacity by location; and
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__20d16467_a9e1_4722][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__336a505d_9822_4342_9a68_a][bookmark: _PAR__4_70b6db39_6bc0_4a43_ae25_b95230f5][bookmark: _LINE__7_73097e74_93f1_4065_be30_5ed5990][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__dfaebc48_7897_4c1a][bookmark: _LINE__8_2dd09b5e_4d7a_4560_a868_dca1ec3]Sec. 2.  35-A MRSA §3147, sub-§4, ¶E, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 702, §8, is amended to read:
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__adabe816_d7f1_44ea][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__b4c2b588_a20b_4f9b_92ef_3][bookmark: _PAR__6_bbed7bab_c9c0_4421_a16f_a3d384a4][bookmark: _LINE__13_29cd95fb_a2a9_466f_a115_5fd55f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__b27fbc5e_05bd_4e5b]Sec. 3.  35-A MRSA §3147, sub-§4, ¶F is enacted to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0fa4ea9c_0646_46a3_8849][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7ea61816_d114_49c1_8ca3_2c98][bookmark: _PAR__16_cfd15205_4f40_48e2_b675_d092dbe][bookmark: _LINE__36_2ff2326a_6c0c_449d_86cc_37af10][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e296c44b_05be_4e6b_851][bookmark: _LINE__37_d1f87b73_6d84_4ae4_a512_2f2fa4][bookmark: _LINE__38_580ac2a3_b8fb_4197_ae32_74cd31]B.  An evaluation of modular, capital-efficient and performance-based investments that maximize the value of existing electric grid assets before new capital expenditures are authorized, consistent with the requirements of sections 3132‑A, 3147 and 3195;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5bd7c556_7053_41e1_9311][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5359122e_087f_4d9f_a640_8090][bookmark: _PAR__4_571e9973_6c13_4724_98f9_772895e8][bookmark: _LINE__7_164aca43_a879_4c8c_89fd_40e09a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__74990c00_e9d7_4a3e_a61][bookmark: _LINE__8_b7a623c7_ceb8_44a1_97e0_ff42a05][bookmark: _LINE__9_abb63c12_a57b_49ff_ba51_dbf03f3][bookmark: _LINE__10_1be56c4a_c2d8_4b40_8881_e203b7][bookmark: _LINE__11_a009281d_2e67_4e7a_beee_91965d][bookmark: _LINE__12_923fea75_0c9d_41ab_8fd1_fd0ee5][bookmark: _LINE__13_e042b693_701c_4b5b_aead_b5f140]A.  Convene technical advisory panels composed of external experts, as necessary, to provide input on modeling, distributed energy resources integration, efficient use of capital, demand management and flexibility and resilience strategies. The department shall establish the scope and tasks of each technical advisory panel and ensure all recommendations relevant to integrated distribution planning are included in the planning docket submitted by the department to the commission for consideration of adoption; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__695b3bdd_7777_42f8_9301][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__11760762_49ca_463e_be68_87de][bookmark: _PAR__5_7d7d0a5e_5b31_4149_bad4_4f857659][bookmark: _LINE__14_d6e023b8_bbf7_4c7e_a4e9_c79575][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bc755459_b6bf_4b80_99a]B.  Consult with the commission, the Public Advocate and the Efficiency Maine Trust.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d88444be_43b3_4d68_98f7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__721e898e_83f8_4e8e_b214_1447][bookmark: _PAR__9_074817e6_3208_4c64_abbe_8c7072c2][bookmark: _LINE__23_9f560b49_e09a_4c63_b4e2_216f86][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0d0b5b6c_9606_4f97_8d8][bookmark: _LINE__24_f35e01bf_67f4_4a71_afb1_c1265c][bookmark: _LINE__25_527c93c3_5888_4cf6_a71c_7abceb][bookmark: _LINE__26_85603893_88c8_4551_bbd8_47861d]B.  All subsequent electric utility rate cases under sections 301 and 307, capital investment plans under section 3132-A and integrated grid plans filed pursuant to section 3147 must demonstrate consistency with the long-range grid plan developed by the department and adopted by the commission.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__83ce0890_4853_42e7_85c7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__87d89ae3_a585_47d3_85d4_2759][bookmark: _PAR__10_641a871f_e7c2_48dc_acc3_b0c22db][bookmark: _LINE__27_bd249f3b_12cf_4137_a054_eb0242][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9fa344f6_e27b_476f_b48][bookmark: _LINE__28_b4bd7f2c_be2e_4e86_886e_3fffcc][bookmark: _LINE__29_fce78b1e_005a_4e38_b1dd_01145b]C.  The commission may initiate investigations and rulemaking necessary to ensure consistency with the adopted plan. Rules adopted pursuant to this paragraph are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5820afb1_2ce9_4359_ad42_733a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bde11baf_4333_4ba0_9cb][bookmark: _PAR__11_1b3acbae_2faf_4d16_9da9_ab32274][bookmark: _LINE__30_7e1306ab_3f92_4ee0_9d90_e1b171][bookmark: _LINE__31_4aacf649_9e9f_4282_bb4d_596828][bookmark: _LINE__32_3807572e_8633_47f9_8938_9532b7][bookmark: _LINE__33_22071282_f020_4fe1_91e0_c71b4a]The adoption of the plan by the commission does not constitute preapproval of any specific project, investment or cost recovery. Each capital project or expenditure identified in the plan remains subject to separate review and prudence determinations required under this Title. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__49c668ad_d7eb_4ab8_8d19][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__e517e364_586c_4f94_a8d8_a89][bookmark: _PAR__12_8af17383_b0fd_4fa3_946c_e50afe1][bookmark: _LINE__34_f09b7ee7_51ca_40fd_b8ff_faed09][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__fc9b806d_33d2_45a8_94][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2125b13a_8356_4411_bb0][bookmark: _LINE__35_545fd9d0_817e_4279_b0b7_6affa1][bookmark: _LINE__36_91499f32_a3e2_44f5_877e_72ec7f][bookmark: _LINE__37_976fab6b_ee18_4f3b_8c60_c73f13]6.  Performance-based regulatory mechanisms. The commission shall establish performance-based regulatory mechanisms to align electric utility incentives with the long-range grid plan. Performance-based regulatory mechanisms must include financial incentives and penalties based on:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3859cb23_ab4d_49b2_a51f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__85234465_3477_4a15_b4d2_0aa9][bookmark: _PAR__13_4698f7df_00f8_48d9_97db_d7c1a40][bookmark: _LINE__38_63eec73f_c43b_4c72_beff_5fef8f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c20105ef_b6ce_4279_b02]A.  Verified nonwires alternative performance and investment deferral value;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ee1b0dec_da77_4e4a_98d5][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__371f0f91_5de9_48eb_afb3_898][bookmark: _PAR__2_5e1e1981_7651_41d9_b75a_c8d88b4b][bookmark: _LINE__2_11de24f1_b5de_4d09_9419_4ed6fa2][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__0fe76d84_81ce_40d6_b2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__febceed4_8af2_4794_978][bookmark: _LINE__3_d901ad8f_cd7e_4b48_b1cf_f5b7793][bookmark: _LINE__4_30ee8b05_119b_4f3c_be3b_36bbeb0][bookmark: _LINE__5_caf052dd_af84_4ef8_b76d_c48be19][bookmark: _LINE__6_1b393185_92d2_4fce_ae7f_08c1969][bookmark: _LINE__7_d972b77e_6d99_4793_8c67_1480ef7][bookmark: _LINE__8_b4e467c4_0c37_4cd3_9fdb_fab8d69]7.  Report.  Within 3 months of the commission's adoption of a plan, the department, in consultation with the commission, shall submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over energy and utility matters that outlines the process to develop the long-range grid plan as part of the state energy plan, an overview of the long-range grid plan, any needed statutory changes and any other relevant information the commission determines is necessary. The committee may report out a bill related to the report.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__d61bcb8b_31c4][bookmark: _PAR__3_71fad030_e7ff_4c82_9409_c6ef7340][bookmark: _LINE__9_531fdf21_5fed_4953_943c_edfd889][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__956e569f_42c5_4670][bookmark: _LINE__10_9a85fba0_ddbd_4307_bfe1_10f998][bookmark: _LINE__11_6924ea60_6d68_41c4_9a6c_8fea77][bookmark: _LINE__12_bf0f75e1_3e5a_4269_8075_79c9c9]Sec. 5.  Performance-based regulatory mechanism proposals.  An electric utility shall file performance-based regulatory mechanism proposals along with the next general rate case required following the adoption of the first long-range grid plan pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3147-A.
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[bookmark: _PAR__5_9d779e19_aaf6_4d2a_bbb2_174361dc][bookmark: _LINE__14_37f12cda_fec1_4aed_b3ac_fb2d47][bookmark: _LINE__15_8b2e54fe_440d_45ae_9f3b_02e7f1][bookmark: _LINE__16_0ac4ee32_4bdb_404f_84ae_ae558e][bookmark: _LINE__17_0afaaaf9_7b90_4846_a738_77c446][bookmark: _LINE__18_0e6e69cc_bc76_461e_a339_c228c6][bookmark: _LINE__19_9befb7de_46d0_4310_abb4_0660d9][bookmark: _LINE__20_41d65b90_0d3e_44d4_9137_efc1bd][bookmark: _LINE__21_7d976d50_768c_4481_ab8a_4d0335][bookmark: _LINE__22_13bd4cca_4e85_4aaa_b7e5_909c91][bookmark: _LINE__23_753c1eb0_2e1f_4e51_ae35_36d7fc][bookmark: _LINE__24_644bcab7_a302_45ed_a1c7_61ff6f][bookmark: _LINE__25_c8207541_a723_459c_8b5f_f174e0]This bill requires the Department of Energy Resources to develop a long-range grid plan that provides a 10-year roadmap for the modernization, reliability and resilience of the State’s electric grid consistent with the state energy plan and the integrated grid planning overseen by the Public Utilities Commission. The bill requires the commission to establish performance-based regulatory mechanisms to align electric utility incentives with the long-range grid plan and requires the department to submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over energy and utility matters that outlines the process to develop the long-range grid plan as part of the state energy plan, an overview of the long-range grid plan, any needed statutory changes and any other relevant information the commission determines is necessary. It also requires electric utilities to file performance-based regulatory mechanism proposals along with the next general rate case required following the adoption of the long-range grid plan.
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