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An Act Regarding Public Preschool Programs Serving Children Who Are 3 Years of Age
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__34f0fe05_d13c_46c0_8f49][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__1a23f8df_fee4_45ba_bab6_7f2][bookmark: _PAR__5_11b4bca6_7955_44dd_8fca_4d0edc7f][bookmark: _LINE__18_39ead7a5_63c5_48e4_8a77_ad62e2][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a846ad02_6897_49f7_af][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e942881d_8ee7_4f3d_aff][bookmark: _LINE__19_8c01e252_0def_430f_9fc9_c7f85e][bookmark: _LINE__20_3113fbb5_298d_49a9_93c3_6ffe67][bookmark: _LINE__21_fdbaaa47_dc9d_4a79_9415_5537c2][bookmark: _LINE__22_b0f5e921_5e6d_4d2f_b601_d32cb3][bookmark: _LINE__23_1e35b04d_e7fa_44ef_b89f_a72d8d][bookmark: _LINE__24_ee799297_c882_4ee4_9630_03641e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__101cc6d0_1c91_43b8_a2][bookmark: _LINE__25_9b34f1d6_5ea5_420a_9daf_0f9773][bookmark: _LINE__26_1d1a6ecf_7147_4cb0_8a5c_f60d4b][bookmark: _LINE__27_98fc818f_f5e5_454d_ac1a_14fbde][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__c112ad29_c1ff_4634_985][bookmark: _LINE__28_57331f12_4aaf_474a_ab52_d70b3e][bookmark: _LINE__29_c129d7f5_54cb_40c5_9117_9b9eff]4.  Qualifications; rules.  To qualify for a grant under this section, a school administrative unit must submit an implementation plan to the department for the operation of a new or expanded public preschool program. The qualifications established for implementation plans must contain standards and best practices for public preschool programs and must encourage a school administrative unit to demonstrate coordination with other early childhood programs in the community to maximize resources and provide comprehensive services to meet the needs of children 3 or 4 years of age in accordance with this subchapter and rules adopted by the commissioner.  In awarding grants under this section, the commissioner shall give priority to a qualified school administrative unit that has a greater percentage of economically disadvantaged students as determined pursuant to section 15675, subsection 2 than other qualified school administrative units under this subsection and in accordance with the following order of preference:
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__03050bbd_1a1f_4a14][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__aede4ec8_f7ec_4003_9e75_8][bookmark: _PAR__2_a8e12645_b2b1_46ed_91c1_bcd69870][bookmark: _LINE__15_2f3e5791_a995_4f33_8e27_d30577][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__b9b4a2c7_b2ce_4056][bookmark: _LINE__16_aab9adfe_2bc6_4897_ab5c_c03793]Sec. 11.  20-A MRSA §4502, sub-§9, as amended by PL 2013, c. 581, §5, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__51a49aa4_7356_4e67_a850][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__4933984a_425e_4e99_90d3_852][bookmark: _PAR__3_140cd9b4_6f29_4d32_9ea5_de8e1a5a][bookmark: _LINE__17_531e2b03_a678_41f3_94d6_5b8deb][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c36ad00c_1d27_4f49_9f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4ffb0919_0520_436a_b7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__598575e9_54a9_44b3_88a][bookmark: _LINE__18_724eef1e_8a28_4be7_ad87_afef8b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__82f5d697_56bf_4c11_be][bookmark: _LINE__19_e3e4f53f_d019_42c0_8963_8d04e7][bookmark: _LINE__20_e1aa1a39_4ad9_4394_9186_011d31][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3dea2de5_a19b_459d_a9][bookmark: _LINE__21_874bd3a8_e0a4_4313_b9fd_c88b74][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__33e163d7_dff7_47a7_ac][bookmark: _LINE__22_919e17ba_8df0_44d9_bc8b_a80be9][bookmark: _LINE__23_ba202fbf_580c_40c4_9653_d519c2]9.  Public preschool programs for children 3 or 4 years of age.  To the extent the State provides adequate start-up funding for a public preschool program for children 3 or 4 years of age, a school administrative unit that does not have a public preschool program for children 3 or 4 years of age may develop a public preschool program implementation plan for children 3 or 4 years of age for submission to and approval by the department.  Evaluation and approval of the proposal must include consideration of at least the following factors:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f6c093dd_99e0_428b_aabc][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a0ba2fd8_73b3_4e2c_92dc_c6d3][bookmark: _PAR__4_db2cbdc6_c584_4f2f_b7c6_65601043][bookmark: _LINE__24_0c157b02_bf92_4267_8df1_9d628d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__da42098d_7771_4f1a_85e][bookmark: _LINE__25_108a72b6_0725_40c6_a56f_1c8ca1]A.  Demonstrated coordination with other early childhood programs in the community to maximize resources;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fbaf169d_8726_48a8_a4b7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__59689d06_db13_410e_9c98_068f][bookmark: _PAR__5_cef67e13_99df_44d4_a1d2_da45a350][bookmark: _LINE__26_a8387ba2_4cc8_43f6_8773_ee110f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__acac3ba8_6813_4887_b53]B.  Consideration of the extended child care needs of working parents; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1aa79a71_dfb6_4ceb_ab38][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0c4de351_02cb_4cdd_9721_4e86][bookmark: _PAR__6_6a15c800_1a3b_49f1_a988_a4cf7902][bookmark: _LINE__27_4c102ef1_76e7_42ab_b43e_cd958c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6ff85f93_a5e7_45aa_9f5][bookmark: _LINE__28_722656e6_ae8d_4bd7_bd29_4189b8][bookmark: _LINE__29_b2a904ae_46ae_4e75_b78f_f06bb5]C.  Provision of public notice regarding the proposal to the community being served, including the extent to which public notice has been disseminated broadly to other early childhood programs in the community.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3417bc93_b08d_4b37_93d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6547b238_d9d9_4aee_a45e_ce73][bookmark: _PAR__7_987a1738_49d9_440c_afcc_b8c11bfd][bookmark: _LINE__30_d29ee781_bc93_4b7e_9005_dd4402][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0f50994d_af24_47c4_96][bookmark: _LINE__31_2d78e0f4_dd60_4275_be2f_fb8b64][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__0ceac00f_9a1a_4eda_b96][bookmark: _LINE__32_f0f71f5d_3b97_4a7f_9aab_9bf019][bookmark: _LINE__33_7446d9f1_26ef_4710_858a_48e492][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a562626e_9087_465b_97][bookmark: _LINE__34_87ccb051_bc89_4255_af66_573b3c][bookmark: _LINE__35_16de3400_4d94_4277_b49e_c6fe32][bookmark: _LINE__36_282f850d_1662_41f5_b650_4a8101]Beginning with the 2015-2016 school year until the 2026-2027 school year, the commissioner may provide start-up funding as set forth in section 4271 to school administrative units to implement or expand public preschool programs for children 4 years of age as required under this subsection. Beginning with the 2026-2027 school year, the commissioner may provide start-up funding as set forth in section 4271 to school administrative units to implement or expand public preschool programs for children 3 or 4 years of age as required under this subsection.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__c50de347_b860_4077][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__9cfc919c_bc7d_401d_956a_2][bookmark: _PAR__8_c53933c7_d6f8_4b72_8700_3d6af22b][bookmark: _LINE__37_fdb46dbc_db26_4371_8b5e_714759][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__90371e4e_c300_4809][bookmark: _LINE__38_01aa1127_36e7_440b_a39c_1ee922]Sec. 12.  20-A MRSA §5201, sub-§2, ¶C, as amended by PL 2007, c. 141, §12, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e4703421_82be_42b9_b147][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__631217af_fcb8_449f_bd2b_81a2][bookmark: _PAR__9_67366532_73a7_4ae8_8552_63a3e051][bookmark: _LINE__39_54e290e2_92a4_4376_8335_42a362][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fa4b358e_d420_4051_89a][bookmark: _LINE__40_4d032f22_bdde_4191_b3d9_198a50][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__49892c6b_9635_46ff_8e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f561872f_4630_426a_b2]C.  A person who will be at least 4 years of age on October 15th of the school year may enroll in a public preschool program prior to kindergarten if it is offered available.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__a71ea4ff_1c8e_4545][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__90a9d40c_b5fc_47f1_a21b_e][bookmark: _PAR__10_91fb8ad9_b796_4e65_911d_1265290][bookmark: _LINE__41_b2829fba_d4d7_4dcf_971d_3888e6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__c242ddfa_d92d_45e0]Sec. 13.  20-A MRSA §5201, sub-§2, ¶D is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__03a52e69_52d3_40e6_826b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__45ed0690_52de_4c06_b98c_ca2e][bookmark: _PAR__11_5c157904_b55e_4de0_8caf_797f953][bookmark: _LINE__42_cbda96d4_f155_4ae6_b3e0_97be75][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f40301ff_8879_4f7f_86][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1944161c_2086_4db8_ae5][bookmark: _LINE__43_2424ff27_f622_49dd_845e_6791eb][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__3b98599f_a8c0_4420_a12d_33d][bookmark: _PAGE__4_65717002_a1af_4c28_9736_0c09e3f][bookmark: _PAR__1_5c7e70af_bbb2_48b7_9984_67019870][bookmark: _LINE__1_2e2ae20c_bd91_48eb_a148_674a354][bookmark: _LINE__2_20ec8ebb_ac47_4b2e_a39d_2b66a46]D.  A person who will be at least 3 years of age on October 15th of the school year and is not identified as a child with a disability pursuant to section 7001, subsection 1‑B, may enroll in a public preschool program if it is available and the program provides instruction to children who are 3 years of age.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__6d20c33c_4a22_4acb][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__3c3c2c90_409b_42e9_a689_a][bookmark: _PAR__2_9d6f1119_b8bc_4bea_b515_a2e073ec][bookmark: _LINE__3_2714cceb_7699_419c_b7fb_92d8776][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__50444b32_002d_4c00]Sec. 14.  20-A MRSA §5201, sub-§2, ¶E is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fa20218d_5013_46b0_ba74][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5b378854_4784_45ac_afc4_f8ce][bookmark: _PAR__3_e905f27f_19cf_4ab4_bcdb_cfbf84b1][bookmark: _LINE__4_1b793e6f_d237_4add_87da_9d77ff3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__889cc221_e0c5_4c64_98][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0b29dcdc_c2aa_44d3_929][bookmark: _LINE__5_7338ba96_fb00_42e6_b11e_a6f7b0a][bookmark: _LINE__6_42b9dae1_851a_4676_9150_4827458]E.  A person who is at least 3 years of age and is identified as a child with a disability pursuant to section 7001, subsection 1‑B may enroll in an available public preschool program at any time prior to enrolling in kindergarten.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__e5ec6815_df27_4a55][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__fc691d5b_a85c_4e83_ab5c_7][bookmark: _PAR__4_89acd283_b916_47bc_8b1a_023d0beb][bookmark: _LINE__7_687ae20b_b694_4200_a5cc_429a1a2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__51751868_8cf8_4f44][bookmark: _LINE__8_5e520787_fd67_411c_b631_12824b4]Sec. 15.  20-A MRSA §15688-A, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 2013, c. 581, §10, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ce55eb13_02cb_4209_8e62][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__9374990a_6b96_4f8e_94de_9a4][bookmark: _PAR__5_32c3f117_0ea4_4a36_b320_e9bcdf61][bookmark: _LINE__9_a262de11_21b6_4dd3_a469_989afca][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__8bb85694_25c7_4814_80][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fccd3bba_76a3_4a83_b7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f1e3a2eb_c6e0_4e9e_b5f][bookmark: _LINE__10_f3e4eadd_d7c8_4c05_9aba_cbb17f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a4efdccf_5a40_4dee_95][bookmark: _LINE__11_462f5d99_0308_4be8_a020_225ce4][bookmark: _LINE__12_18296fd6_551e_4dd2_8058_1c8a14][bookmark: _LINE__13_4abd77b1_8552_4797_ae17_ea02d8][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__6abb8c25_4161_4f57_acf][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__79bbdbd3_6ece_4307_8e][bookmark: _LINE__14_bf242203_a0e3_49e3_a2d2_eeef11][bookmark: _LINE__15_537d8fb3_9602_4753_8f80_df167e][bookmark: _LINE__16_e391292f_4359_40d7_a994_4e74da][bookmark: _LINE__17_588911bc_7a48_4c1c_b448_289211][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__cad3d840_43ef_43dc_ab6][bookmark: _LINE__18_af014a8a_54a9_4ae5_ac74_c37e54][bookmark: _LINE__19_9f43be7e_0b70_411a_9d93_fc25f1][bookmark: _LINE__20_e55ec766_3edb_445b_a082_ae1945][bookmark: _LINE__21_8ba1cbcb_20b3_47ef_9f97_540d63][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__0a4c4d42_4368_4eaa_aec][bookmark: _LINE__22_5dba3225_a50b_4d16_b86d_57221b]4.  New or expanded public preschool programs for children 4 years of age.  Beginning in fiscal year 2015-16 and for each subsequent fiscal year until the 2026-27 fiscal year, the commissioner may expend and disburse one-time, start-up funds to provide grants for expanded access to public preschool programs for children 4 years of age pursuant to chapter 203, subchapter 3. Beginning in fiscal year 2026-27 and for each subsequent fiscal year, the commissioner may expend and disburse one-time, start-up funds to provide grants for expanded access to public preschool programs for children 3 or 4 years of age pursuant to chapter 203, subchapter 3. The amounts of the grant funding provided to qualified school administrative units pursuant to chapter 203, subchapter 3 are limited to the amounts appropriated, allocated or authorized by the Legislature for the operation of public preschool programs. Any balance of funds appropriated, allocated or authorized by the Legislature remaining at the end of a fiscal year do not lapse and are carried forward to the next fiscal year to carry out the purposes of chapter 203, subchapter 3.
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[bookmark: _PAR__7_1fed8b0e_49c5_4400_b6b7_503612fb][bookmark: _LINE__24_3d300b08_39c5_405f_919b_55878e][bookmark: _LINE__25_27c2940c_dd3a_44ff_8b55_e75ed4][bookmark: _LINE__26_828d037d_9b92_4562_a540_a2eb35][bookmark: _LINE__27_659f9593_e6cf_4813_9ad4_6ac92c][bookmark: _LINE__28_a68b51cd_ab9a_4808_86b7_cae9a1][bookmark: _LINE__29_284cac9a_14a2_4841_bc63_ad90bd][bookmark: _LINE__30_c51fcc0c_5c96_4f9b_b11b_e55f67][bookmark: _LINE__31_c988ec72_502a_4291_82db_053d48][bookmark: _LINE__32_9c73a5cf_0803_41b2_be63_09cd38][bookmark: _LINE__33_5c680b7b_854c_4d08_bf93_e68ee8][bookmark: _LINE__34_e26f8e91_6c89_479f_ac19_3123d4][bookmark: _LINE__35_630019c6_4c2c_4c36_aa6b_74ddb9][bookmark: _LINE__36_12b64b2d_e2a6_4971_95b7_b53a08][bookmark: _LINE__37_2e2c150f_0625_4b30_9d69_0c567c]This bill expands the definition of "public preschool program" to include a program that provides instruction to children who are 3 years of age. The bill provides that, in addition to allowing start-up funds for the operation of public preschools for children who are 4 years of age, the State, beginning in the 2026-2027 school year, may provide start-up funding for the allowable costs to operate public preschool programs for children who are both 3 years of age and identified as a child with a disability. The bill specifies that public preschool students who are 3 years of age and have not been identified as a child with a disability are not subsidizable pupils for the purposes of state subsidy calculations under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, chapter 606-B. Under the bill, a child who is 3 years of age on October 15th and does not have an identified disability may still attend a public preschool program that offers instruction to children who are 3 years of age. Under the bill, a person who is at least 3 years of age and is identified as a child with a disability may enroll in an available public preschool program at any time prior to enrolling in kindergarten.
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