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L.D. 
An Act to Assist Communities with Converting Vacant School Buildings into Housing
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__b62e0dc5_e55a_41f9_9ec][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__7e228858_974d_418a_a215_b101a][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__96f6b1ec_9321_4936_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_1abaab4c_383d_49c0_8b40_315e596][bookmark: _PAR__1_0e479853_9629_47d2_8167_819fb6d5][bookmark: _LINE__1_99927efa_3aee_47f2_a372_2b9e184]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__116c1fa5_1c05_4e7a_8f2f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__70b917cb_13fb_4f04_b17a_b10][bookmark: _PAR__8_108223c2_7234_4963_b468_ff9a53f8][bookmark: _LINE__18_48cb9223_0230_448e_8913_90ba3c][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__1d5550fc_c03d_423d_a5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ae9df5bd_db71_4382_9c6][bookmark: _LINE__19_a6aa595a_27df_493f_ae82_24f62e][bookmark: _LINE__20_f59d9cca_61bd_4965_80a9_95294f][bookmark: _LINE__21_08990f9e_0584_41ac_bf8e_7384cc][bookmark: _LINE__22_a16510f6_d074_490e_8af0_c8c102][bookmark: _LINE__23_5f7b9e05_f28a_4861_8988_f71bfd][bookmark: _LINE__24_3cf50f10_39d6_4389_b8d5_dd3c27][bookmark: _LINE__25_9f3af43f_8cce_483b_a8ff_680c8e][bookmark: _LINE__26_faf1e42d_b5bb_479f_8a1b_644f0f][bookmark: _LINE__27_1c13b7a3_efab_4d3b_bd39_936fac]4.  Report.  Beginning February 1, 2027 and annually thereafter, the redevelopment authority shall submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over housing matters.  The report must summarize the technical and financial assistance provided to municipalities in accordance with this section for the previous calendar year, the status of school building conversions supported by the program, the number of housing units created and an evaluation of the impact attributed to the program on the economy and housing supply of participating municipalities.  The report must also include information collected by the redevelopment authority on the number of vacant school buildings for which conversion to a property that provides residential housing is feasible.
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[bookmark: _PAR__15_30d94cfd_348e_4645_a14c_514500b][bookmark: _LINE__40_f4e013ba_2119_4d58_91e1_7574ad][bookmark: _LINE__41_cfe785f4_2d17_417c_9deb_41ca51][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__82d20629_f5a3_479e_841b_95a][bookmark: _PAGE__3_0801e4c3_a0a5_4a7f_a2a4_4206577][bookmark: _PAR__1_b91b14fc_f1e5_41b6_803b_7e9544e1][bookmark: _LINE__1_86c75c01_2a05_4ee3_a3f6_3cbfe1d][bookmark: _LINE__2_12a4a70a_d51a_44f3_9a17_76e1dfe][bookmark: _LINE__3_ee57e895_aef6_4eb2_b579_aa4fbfa][bookmark: _LINE__4_2133e67d_fa9e_460f_861c_85b5517][bookmark: _LINE__5_c0d9a6c7_886c_4d66_bf84_af57e2e][bookmark: _LINE__6_91275da6_5957_4352_b644_81bda57][bookmark: _LINE__7_125a155a_28a2_434f_9a2b_c20144a][bookmark: _LINE__8_e848cf41_1860_458a_a683_0c6ab5e][bookmark: _LINE__9_e8069c25_557a_4ca7_acdb_5de7af4][bookmark: _LINE__10_8816f788_0c58_43d9_b0e9_e52a3b][bookmark: _LINE__11_b567bc06_0a57_4f1f_9ef7_3891d7]This bill establishes the Vacant School Housing Conversion Program within the Maine Redevelopment Land Bank Authority.  The program provides technical and financial assistance to municipalities seeking to develop vacant school buildings into properties that provide residential housing, including units dedicated as affordable housing.  The bill also establishes the Maine School Conversion Fund, which is used to support the development of vacant school buildings. The bill provides for an ongoing annual appropriation of $5 million to the fund. The redevelopment authority administers the fund, and the fund's uses are limited to supporting development of vacant school buildings in municipalities that have memoranda of understanding with the redevelopment authority that it will act on behalf of the municipality to manage requests for proposals from entities seeking to develop the property.  Finally, the bill requires the redevelopment authority to submit an annual report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over housing matters regarding the program.
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