132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Implement Certain Changes in the Certificate of Need Laws Recommended by the Commission to Evaluate the Scope of Regulatory Review and Oversight over Health Care Transactions That Impact the Delivery of Health Care Services in the State
L.D. 
An Act to Implement Certain Changes in the Certificate of Need Laws Recommended by the Commission to Evaluate the Scope of Regulatory Review and Oversight over Health Care Transactions That Impact the Delivery of Health Care Services in the State
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__5fcbcbaa_bdb5_4ff6_9cf4_7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__92e6814d_1716_4305][bookmark: _PAR__8_56272b85_b6d5_4fd1_b607_6e2bf712][bookmark: _LINE__11_bf8bd6ba_818a_47a0_990f_eace40][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f161a064_3c10_4a2e][bookmark: _LINE__12_3ffc39e9_dcda_4ee1_93f0_528cd7]Sec. 4.  22 MRSA §335, sub-§1, ¶F, as amended by PL 2023, c. 343, §3, is further amended to read:
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__85412c13_f6b2_473a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__e6285926_1158_4451_bf7a_3][bookmark: _PAR__16_a6cef0af_dd9c_4d8e_ba4d_755cdab][bookmark: _LINE__32_9d5584dc_9734_448d_a95b_d80d88][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__d66d3a0c_c765_4f5c][bookmark: _LINE__33_321888c6_cdf1_4473_9a2f_01b830]Sec. 8.  22 MRSA §335, sub-§5-A, ¶I, as amended by PL 2013, c. 424, Pt. B, §9, is further amended to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__422b3d05_1ad3_433d_88d3][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b3d281a0_c95d_482c_a3b7_5938][bookmark: _PAR__3_5d9e4f16_f636_4a19_8fb6_a39a7938][bookmark: _LINE__7_cc299bf2_831f_4139_a94a_b79b320][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a329cd23_f6fb_4f54_a9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e44a1d61_8257_4d50_9ac][bookmark: _LINE__8_984d1ea8_0c23_4929_a2a5_1959705][bookmark: _LINE__9_0f9e4c9d_8475_4294_981d_a43ab29][bookmark: _LINE__10_420d7250_0b11_4204_9771_2d9eb3][bookmark: _LINE__11_e507e875_4aa2_4c55_8ee1_886016][bookmark: _LINE__12_2d62334f_e822_4dc8_98ad_3fde46][bookmark: _LINE__13_2288ef0b_ed3f_4633_99da_9ff8a0][bookmark: _LINE__14_1d77d9c2_4d74_481b_b728_2b1e78][bookmark: _LINE__15_7fab859d_ca88_4b7c_9d53_e1e288]J.  With regard to a project that involves a transfer of ownership or acquisition of control of a health care facility pursuant to section 329, subsection 1, an analysis by the staff of the department of the extent to which the applicant's ownership structure involves a private equity company or real estate investment trust and the impact of that ownership structure on the ability of the applicant to meet the conditions set forth in subsection 1 and subsection 7.  The department shall contract with a consultant funded by the applicant to review and investigate the prior activities and conduct of any private equity company or real estate investment trust associated with the project and may also consult with the Attorney General to complete the analysis required by this paragraph.
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[bookmark: _PAR__5_2e06bcd5_d062_4d3a_8933_947ee988][bookmark: _LINE__17_036af426_5191_42e7_aefc_7b5ac8][bookmark: _LINE__18_0ac6a036_32a5_4f62_b38f_a708c3][bookmark: _LINE__19_9ca22a0f_d6aa_41f0_a344_b1a04b][bookmark: _LINE__20_9bdc070a_c01f_4be9_95e9_a4f881][bookmark: _LINE__21_12c2f1e9_13c5_464e_a1c7_fc2daa][bookmark: _LINE__22_64e534d9_03c7_41d7_946b_abb525][bookmark: _LINE__23_2461a1ab_0be4_4c3a_84c5_708833][bookmark: _LINE__24_cb201046_25b7_4ede_8a6c_7d6470][bookmark: _LINE__25_8bc3a64d_69d8_4504_81ec_22cae6][bookmark: _LINE__26_8fce9f85_3fdd_4461_abbd_8e19e9][bookmark: _LINE__27_9c1f00ad_cc62_40de_abd6_62c624][bookmark: _LINE__28_9d0a0e30_85ee_47c3_b387_62aa7e]This bill is reported out by the Joint Standing Committee on Health Coverage, Insurance and Financial Services pursuant to Resolve 2025, chapter 106 to implement a recommendation from the Commission to Evaluate the Scope of Regulatory Review and Oversight over Health Care Transactions That Impact the Delivery of Health Care Services in the State.  The joint standing committee has not taken a position on the substance of this bill.  By reporting this bill out, the joint standing committee is not suggesting and does not intend to suggest that it agrees or disagrees with any aspect of this bill; instead, the joint standing committee is reporting the bill out for the sole purpose of having a bill printed that can be referred to a joint standing committee for an appropriate public hearing and subsequent processing in the normal course.  The joint standing committee is taking this action to ensure clarity and transparency in the legislative review of the proposals contained in the bill.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_7575ddae_dadb_4287_aa5e_c0102d36][bookmark: _LINE__29_bd9173f5_025a_4ac6_8a01_129102][bookmark: _LINE__30_b5618499_16d0_4028_a200_62ec53][bookmark: _LINE__31_790f7977_fd39_46a2_ac16_05d34c]This bill expands the criteria considered during a review under the certificate of need laws to include consideration of a project's impact on affordability and accessibility of health care for all Maine residents.  
[bookmark: _PAR__7_c1a2741b_b70e_4dec_bff9_b63a4e6c][bookmark: _LINE__32_c97aba39_91c2_441f_b97a_c7df58][bookmark: _LINE__33_47c32d98_6dab_4694_828b_15dc77][bookmark: _LINE__34_c11354d1_54c6_42e5_be34_4fe85d][bookmark: _LINE__35_688e729b_f1b3_4e77_acac_7a5e5e][bookmark: _LINE__36_8b601692_1cc9_404a_b33d_57c7a4][bookmark: _LINE__37_f767a43c_cf94_4f8a_9a81_53516a][bookmark: _LINE__38_3c2e9ef7_7720_4615_b8e5_3fc237][bookmark: _LINE__39_5310ab27_fb0b_4c07_a82c_5e1091][bookmark: _LINE__40_7212aa11_a7ab_450a_a65d_4642b3]The bill also expands the scope of review under the certificate of need laws when there is a change in ownership or control of a health care facility to require a review and analysis of the extent to which the applicant's ownership structure involves a private equity company or real estate investment trust.  The bill requires the Department of Health and Human Services to contract with a consultant funded by the applicant to review and investigate the prior activities and conduct of the private equity company or real estate investment trust and authorizes the department to consult with the Attorney General.  Finally, the bill broadens the authority of the department to conduct subsequent reviews of an applicant for a certificate of need when there is a change in ownership or control of a health care facility.
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