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An Act to Increase Funding for Construction Plan Reviews and Clarify Rule-making Authority for Municipal Reviews of Development
L.D. 
An Act to Increase Funding for Construction Plan Reviews and Clarify Rule-making Authority for Municipal Reviews of Development
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a1b757bb_c472_4bd6_bdc][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__44b18412_9c7d_4e99_aa01_e5c6][bookmark: _PAR__2_5e0d1bc9_c138_4f9a_a049_d2c25164][bookmark: _LINE__3_ab2c5717_98ba_4361_ba51_b6e8ea0][bookmark: _LINE__4_44040847_421a_4e0f_af5e_3b0cd32][bookmark: _LINE__5_e5969871_5d88_4bad_83e1_acf568e][bookmark: _LINE__6_3cceb7cb_e1b3_41c6_8824_586903f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__826350dc_2f21_47bd_a0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__33e14197_40b9_4a18_b2][bookmark: _LINE__7_b0c3427e_347a_4224_bdfb_d75ae1e][bookmark: _LINE__8_52476639_df2a_43be_99d9_fd8ae10][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__31c1c82a_f894_4648_965][bookmark: _LINE__9_1191b1ac_18c8_4743_b4b2_9a0bd5a][bookmark: _LINE__10_bc11de13_1d01_478d_beb4_4a3d74][bookmark: _LINE__11_3d388ec1_afc6_47f1_aa73_96e9e2][bookmark: _LINE__12_ab592425_08cb_4385_ab62_b75508][bookmark: _LINE__13_cb0f1245_b3e4_46da_8add_a3e83e][bookmark: _LINE__14_ce4710d6_2fc0_43a4_97ec_126c6e]The Commissioner of Public Safety shall adopt, in accordance with requirements of the Maine Administrative Procedure Act, a schedule of fees for the examination of all plans for construction, reconstruction or repairs submitted to the Department of Public Safety.  The fee schedule for new construction, reconstruction, repairs or renovations is 1.5/10 1/5 of 1% of the cost to construct or reconstruct the portion of the project that is subject to State Fire Marshal review.  Except for projects reviewed by a municipality pursuant to section 2448‑A, the fees must be credited to a special revenue account to defray expenses in carrying out this section.  Any balance of the fees may not lapse, but must be carried forward as a continuing account to be expended for the same purpose in the following fiscal years.  For projects reviewed by a municipality that include occupied spaces, a 1¢ fee per square foot must be remitted to the Department of Public Safety and a 4¢ fee per square foot must be paid to the municipality.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__7a1167f7_db97_43ec][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__296b9cf3_b470_4f28_8b8a_3][bookmark: _PAR__3_c5140c59_3e44_48bb_904a_a604fbc8][bookmark: _LINE__15_533f03cf_4ae8_4681_b70c_5a03dd][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__4e48df32_4704_459a][bookmark: _LINE__16_ec44ddf2_8323_411e_9567_8ffd1d]Sec. 5.  32 MRSA §1377, first ¶, as amended by PL 1997, c. 728, §36, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__99601d09_dbf4_4910_968][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__07cfe7d5_fe80_46a2_ba4f_72a9][bookmark: _PAR__4_5dcf8c58_a4d4_466a_a092_75672128][bookmark: _LINE__17_9430f55b_13c1_4080_87a7_8b639f][bookmark: _LINE__18_4554e3a7_67fd_4721_a2a7_a828c4][bookmark: _LINE__19_7f88f84a_ce1c_4de7_9be0_fc0705][bookmark: _LINE__20_2305fe90_dd50_4d89_b045_1dc3be][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1948f79e_0bac_4a2b_b7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__76b5627b_5316_43b3_b2][bookmark: _LINE__21_09ffa1a1_d246_4748_b805_48e4a9][bookmark: _LINE__22_f0d0ebc8_a0e9_4a7a_8610_30d9ff][bookmark: _LINE__23_01c5053d_a537_4c80_a364_d8d755][bookmark: _LINE__24_b864a52e_40d0_44df_8b61_3cabe3][bookmark: _LINE__25_201c5134_8b1e_4b8f_a301_8ad75d]Prior to construction of any fire sprinkler system, or prior to an addition involving more than 20 new sprinkler heads to a fire sprinkler system, regulated by the National Fire Protection Association, Pamphlet No. 13, as amended, a fire sprinkler system contractor shall obtain a permit from the commissioner who or a municipality registered pursuant to Title 25, section 2448-A.  The commissioner or the registered municipality shall review the plan for construction or addition and charge a reasonable fee for the review and permitting process.  All plans to be submitted by a contractor to the Department of Public Safety must be reviewed, approved and signed by the certified responsible managing supervisor retained by the contractor.
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[bookmark: _PAR__11_ac5aa944_1be6_406f_aceb_677a475][bookmark: _LINE__40_28486f72_0724_4748_8551_26fd48][bookmark: _LINE__41_583bebc1_7c75_4a1f_b222_260856][bookmark: _LINE__42_428ccbfb_5203_4dcb_a91b_8d69c0][bookmark: _LINE__43_8e532a0b_0669_4fae_b429_e9967d][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__a61bb962_85c8_4754_8e36_9c7][bookmark: _PAGE__3_b64a1b23_2b48_4317_9684_811b17c][bookmark: _PAR__1_c2dd17a7_6903_424c_ad2e_0aacc190][bookmark: _LINE__1_a485bc06_0c39_40d1_807d_fc16742][bookmark: _LINE__2_fdaf1abc_b5fc_4318_bf03_cc9e7b3][bookmark: _LINE__3_bb29a076_cf83_4d37_9e96_ebcde47][bookmark: _LINE__4_cbdba92c_5285_47dc_9245_d02bfb2][bookmark: _LINE__5_022649f5_d594_44b5_9663_8a8af53][bookmark: _LINE__6_2dac1f66_7aa8_4a71_97eb_5ae1ab6][bookmark: _LINE__7_3aacd57e_60fc_4931_ae2f_2b34e16][bookmark: _LINE__8_46f4de1c_1829_43a9_bcb0_d3492d3][bookmark: _LINE__9_e51d6c9d_dc0a_4325_8ae0_060aff8]This bill is reported out by the Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety to implement statutory changes recommended by the Department of Public Safety, Office of the State Fire Marshal pursuant to Resolve 2025, chapter 103. The bill permits the Commissioner of Public Safety to adopt rules regarding registering municipalities that have authority to issue construction permits and requires that a municipality must comply with these rules as a condition of their registration.  The bill also modifies the permitting requirement for fire sprinkler contractors.  Current law requires a fire sprinkler contractor to obtain a permit from the commissioner prior to construction.  The bill adds the option of obtaining that permit from a registered municipality.  The bill increases the fee for new construction, reconstruction, repairs or renovations from 1.5/10 of 1% of the cost to construct or reconstruct the portion of the project that is subject to State Fire Marshal review to 1/5 of 1% of that cost. The bill provides funding for 2 public safety inspector positions within the Office of the State Fire Marshal. 
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