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An Act Regarding the Commissioner of Corrections' Role in Death Benefit Determinations and Regarding Training for Corrections Officers
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9417e428_f0e0_4f46_9414][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__bfacc654_fa49_498d_a82d_e16][bookmark: _PAR__7_30b2c608_6b05_4e59_ad63_0de9a85a][bookmark: _LINE__25_99d37ca9_b5ef_4b88_b2c1_4fda5c][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f15510b4_aeeb_4350_b1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__63aa1ad9_7a9e_407e_a29][bookmark: _LINE__26_46e063e4_aa3c_4d28_8d01_d48dfd][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e2e6b80d_c60d_4bd5_a5][bookmark: _LINE__27_f31af42d_c342_4470_b68d_97d798][bookmark: _LINE__28_9e0067b8_7d3c_4386_9686_10bba3][bookmark: _LINE__29_1272069c_1f86_4408_92bf_a40468][bookmark: _LINE__30_fabb2a1c_639e_475c_9e53_ae1595][bookmark: _LINE__31_677a5a36_0898_4446_bb8e_f4dd00][bookmark: _LINE__32_50fe6f98_845c_484c_80ae_2ca834][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__98fbb1ee_a6dd_454c_a9][bookmark: _LINE__33_e928699c_4969_4dbe_984c_678dcd][bookmark: _LINE__34_fc6ae937_0d4a_49b6_8905_94616d]1.  Amount; recipients.  In a case in which the chief determines under rules adopted pursuant to this section that a law enforcement officer other than a Department of Corrections law enforcement officer has died while in the line of duty, in a case in which the State Fire Marshal determines under rules adopted pursuant to this section that a firefighter has died while in the line of duty, in a case in which the director determines under rules adopted pursuant to this section that an emergency medical services person has died while in the line of duty or in a case in which the Commissioner of Corrections determines under rules adopted pursuant to this section that a corrections officer or a Department of Corrections law enforcement officer has died while in the line of duty prior to July 1, 2021, the State shall pay a benefit of $100,000.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2d1a726a_dd9e_4728_8a3][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4a51415b_c7ee_42d2_b208_ef5a][bookmark: _PAR__8_e0950430_ae7f_4a6d_bfb1_ea39e814][bookmark: _LINE__35_cce6f001_11ff_494a_baf1_c3b498][bookmark: _LINE__36_e49d8daf_01d1_4a73_a5bc_19f192][bookmark: _LINE__37_68b0f96d_0930_4557_8995_f9a005][bookmark: _LINE__38_4d79eeae_058e_463d_8a49_b92185][bookmark: _LINE__39_a2f5aa82_d9ab_4e01_bf4c_d6a3f9][bookmark: _LINE__40_09931952_edea_4c20_a782_d745e8][bookmark: _LINE__41_89bb9f43_45f6_41c2_9efb_a06a5a][bookmark: _LINE__42_952d160a_af89_4c02_850b_f074fc]Beginning July 1, 2021 and annually thereafter, the benefit amount must be indexed to the Consumer Price Index whenever there is a percentage increase in the Consumer Price Index from July 1st to June 30th of the previous year.  A firefighter, law enforcement officer, emergency medical services person or corrections officer who dies while in the line of duty must be paid the benefit amount as indexed immediately prior to that firefighter's, law enforcement officer's, emergency medical services person's or corrections officer's death.  The Department of Administrative and Financial Services shall adopt rules to calculate the annual percentage increase in the death benefit.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__73530b65_96c1_424f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__2ea9c956_5175_47b3_8f8f_c][bookmark: _PAR__9_3b4173d7_b4e9_439c_be8e_cc0208f5][bookmark: _LINE__27_362eccf6_23b4_4139_9247_d13667][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__01a27f85_3bd4_4b81][bookmark: _LINE__28_bf91a419_7436_4440_889d_d68711]Sec. 6.  25 MRSA §1612, sub-§4, as amended by PL 2019, c. 658, §6, is further amended to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b3c273c7_6320_4e7f_be60][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__68953ee8_179d_4141_a2c3_49a][bookmark: _PAR__13_d703a4db_7114_4259_8500_c142910][bookmark: _LINE__40_aff6cb9e_14b9_4c85_9188_92d08b][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__3071ab51_24de_47a0_b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b9700374_96db_4810_8c7][bookmark: _LINE__41_1e8c7a30_cf60_4172_aace_60c554][bookmark: _LINE__42_b3091f0b_e578_4e0a_ba22_a2b2a9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ac01f4d8_f7ba_4f96_90][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__4bf282aa_4c98_4123_9186_9e3][bookmark: _PAGE__3_7bd68edc_97e9_4ba6_bf7a_03b9870][bookmark: _PAR__1_e299ace9_ba9e_4623_b7cc_7f8d1b8a][bookmark: _LINE__1_c70aeefd_26ac_4cdf_904a_67c1386][bookmark: _LINE__2_e34a3609_b54f_4d29_852b_3f2a3e9][bookmark: _LINE__3_704a13a3_d2ab_492d_ae57_5e6faf4][bookmark: _LINE__4_f4746dcc_2d20_4bf9_b0c0_5c2065b][bookmark: _LINE__5_a591575d_3bea_4f89_bbad_46042d6][bookmark: _LINE__6_72dcf452_6802_4bbb_8002_1757cb7][bookmark: _LINE__7_5936e4ad_5a14_4875_a4c4_f09a311][bookmark: _LINE__8_5110b2cc_3852_4105_82db_caae8d0][bookmark: _LINE__9_7c4ebab8_fcd9_45ed_9a77_eb873d1][bookmark: _LINE__10_4bd33dc7_90b6_4900_b07d_0c791c][bookmark: _LINE__11_35a45fda_aaf7_48c5_8bfb_68c7d5][bookmark: _LINE__12_04c82e6a_ceb3_4d40_bf08_fb85fa][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ffd73847_25d8_404a_be][bookmark: _LINE__13_45b88f56_62ae_4698_b749_1992ef]1.  Required.  As a condition to the continued employment of any person as a corrections officer, that person must successfully complete, within the first 12 months of employment, a basic training course as approved by the board.  For a corrections officer who is responsible for the custody or supervision of persons confined in a juvenile facility, the board may approve a separate basic training course.  Thereafter, as a condition of continued employment as a corrections officer, the officer must satisfactorily maintain the basic certification.  The board, under extenuating and emergency circumstances in individual cases, may extend the 12-month period for not more than 180 days.  The board, in individual cases, may waive basic training requirements when the facts indicate that an equivalent course has been successfully completed in another state or federal jurisdiction.  A full-time correctional trade instructor must meet the training requirements established under this subsection for corrections officers.  Beginning January 1, 2018, the basic training course must include 8 hours of training in how to identify, understand and respond to signs of mental illnesses and substance use disorder that is provided by a trainer who is certified by a nationally recognized organization that provides evidence-based mental health first aid training.
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[bookmark: _PAR__3_ec8c20e1_d9c7_4895_9e87_1571a407][bookmark: _LINE__15_c8bf142d_dd91_49b8_b88f_0963fc][bookmark: _LINE__16_ae6b7287_016c_48a9_81b5_f1eca6][bookmark: _LINE__17_1a837590_d2f1_4449_87df_f9aa17]This bill defines "Department of Corrections law enforcement officer" and gives the Commissioner of Corrections, rather than the Chief of the State Police, the authority over death benefits for Department of Corrections law enforcement officers.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_5ab47d91_7039_4611_96be_d2b375bf][bookmark: _LINE__18_3958048d_e047_4dd9_9a29_670c47][bookmark: _LINE__19_fe81518c_50b0_42cb_ae49_aea3cd][bookmark: _LINE__20_b69056ec_a188_4595_894c_a82adc][bookmark: _LINE__21_a6230c3c_c1fc_4f44_8209_7f1dff]The bill allows the Board of Trustees of the Maine Criminal Justice Academy to approve a separate training course for corrections officers working in juvenile facilities.  The bill also removes a reference to "first aid" in the law requiring training for corrections officers related to identifying mental illness and substance use disorder.
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