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L.D. 
An Act to Strengthen Legislative Oversight of Government Agencies and Programs by Reaffirming the Legislature's Access to Confidential Records
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_PREAMBLE__b63bd08f_a76c_4d68_][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__f44ace34_40f1_466d_97c6_90f6e][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__a98ff972_3911_485e_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_6a648867_7831_4e7f_a69d_f5beeb2][bookmark: _PAR__1_51ad03a3_0bed_45ee_b866_e1e34cd9][bookmark: _LINE__1_ba825861_8d73_46bc_af9c_f56c7ad][bookmark: _LINE__2_a2913335_c221_44e4_8897_eb93a61]Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
[bookmark: _PAR__2_1962719d_49dc_47b6_9a51_798031cf][bookmark: _LINE__3_807f664f_ab6a_4eff_9706_7ac5fdb][bookmark: _LINE__4_10205817_9bcb_4cb1_b3eb_ff1b869][bookmark: _LINE__5_4deb7fbc_118f_4a1f_8b05_6dae53b]Whereas, this legislation provides that the Government Oversight Committee may receive information and records that are privileged and confidential and that that information and those records are exempt from public disclosure; and 
[bookmark: _PAR__3_a6b195ee_6642_477a_b906_2f72168c][bookmark: _LINE__6_0d60b3d4_dab0_49bb_baa4_cbb141c][bookmark: _LINE__7_736d44a7_5864_4abd_8670_ae38dda][bookmark: _LINE__8_36c9133f_e5e0_4084_b03a_33f3ce2]Whereas, the Government Oversight Committee requires immediate access to the records of children who died in the State in order to complete its investigation of the Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Child and Family Services; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_2b09e7ae_dc66_4553_b654_7479ef35][bookmark: _LINE__9_395daee9_49bd_4f36_9e5b_887c135][bookmark: _LINE__10_30cca61a_670a_4a0c_a59b_35788a][bookmark: _LINE__11_ca29b1a0_eb31_4c06_81a1_03beec][bookmark: _LINE__12_0cae6514_1005_4d63_a883_0b273e]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__7373ee84_2dab_4184_bee][bookmark: _PAR__5_9ea515ae_59f6_44a7_a338_a07b2e03][bookmark: _LINE__13_25d5ff61_7bf5_4e21_acf5_49b4ff]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__efcc5f2d_cead_479b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d087f395_aef4_4872_b76a_d][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__f403785c_7bd9_444f_9e][bookmark: _PAR__6_8b2c103b_fb4e_4b70_ba06_beae9918][bookmark: _LINE__14_3474f343_20fa_4224_a55f_b1a991][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__0a945495_422e_4a58][bookmark: _LINE__15_0eb844ab_ae3d_4e27_a3b2_ab756b]Sec. 1.  3 MRSA §994, sub-§11, as amended by PL 2005, c. 104, §2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7bcfdd48_9ab6_41c6_b77d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__285f69cf_9467_4359_bdc3_148][bookmark: _PAR__7_bf9c932f_dca0_4915_99cd_a1204bd0][bookmark: _LINE__16_9ea35cfc_be91_44c0_8f3b_0058d6][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__b9a68367_f836_4e88_82][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7281b6ff_fdf8_40d5_a2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__58fe2983_17b2_47a0_9cf][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__36999856_1a4e_456d_aa][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8b0cf7db_5ccb_44c2_85][bookmark: _LINE__17_41ea67be_8ea9_4e99_b24b_2efa35][bookmark: _LINE__18_27e3c18e_58e7_4100_abc1_e7a730][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b9019492_160a_4106_8f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5caa1260_b5c8_4e38_81][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c2f48a8e_d88f_4689_94][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__16b0a1d0_dd85_40d7_bc][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4545089d_c196_45b0_ba][bookmark: _LINE__19_18ab35b9_737f_4d48_9767_13cfe2][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__0d7014f1_dfbb_49ec_b89][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__fa53d9dd_9ba4_4762_905][bookmark: _LINE__20_8a9c1841_c429_4f3b_a776_768741][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3414da80_e6aa_40bb_96][bookmark: _LINE__21_b049ddb8_af5f_43f6_b8e6_2aa863][bookmark: _LINE__22_aae0655b_9308_43d4_b77a_b455f1]11.  Information and records available to committee.  To receive certain information and records, including information and records that are otherwise privileged or confidential.  Information and records that is are made available to the committee is are governed by chapter 21, which governs legislative investigating committees, and by Title 1, chapter 13, which governs public records and proceedings, except that, notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, privileged or confidential information and records received by the committee under this subsection are confidential; and
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__f0033577_5a8a_46f4_9c][bookmark: _PAR__8_48789052_4827_479e_8b12_ab409015][bookmark: _LINE__23_1ea42f32_f59e_4db6_abbb_59827e][bookmark: _LINE__24_acad604d_758c_4302_9f5c_97e763]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_6c74e7e0_bc68_412d_ab54_b3212a8][bookmark: _LINE__26_5b9ffa9d_1461_4f87_9f7d_6ff8f1][bookmark: _LINE__27_c6fad3b7_5ec0_4e35_b100_20da90][bookmark: _LINE__28_14302a16_a60b_4471_bba6_5c8132]This bill provides that the Government Oversight Committee may receive information and records that are privileged and confidential and that that information and those records are exempt from public disclosure.
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