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An Act To Support the Continued Access to Solar Energy and Battery Storage by Maine Homes and Businesses
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__3a27e387_0841_47eb_910][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__58da0791_29c7_4bc2_85dd_62b85][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__e5d78f69_218b_42c6_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_86770467_0c8f_4887_af2a_18d8d57][bookmark: _PAR__1_814fd2a7_cb2a_4b96_a5ef_3da34a20]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__d81ed063_dd08_4f5a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__202e2858_8b14_4ac7_8ad0_1][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__4d8cb3ad_8b07_49e6_8f][bookmark: _PAR__2_d3155553_d52a_4009_93b4_b51ebb37][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__a932497c_cab8_4385]Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §3474, sub-§3 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c67ac861_8758_477d_8290][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__56ed978d_e233_4b1b_9aa0_909][bookmark: _PAR__3_a61511a9_987e_4b1d_824c_2e890d8f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__db147535_e632_498f_96][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__58ed5656_20b8_47bb_83][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b0603f3b_7ff8_4f0b_a83]3.  Interconnection rules.  The commission shall adopt rules related to the interconnection of renewable capacity resources, as defined in section 3210-C, subsection 1, paragraph E, using solar power to investor-owned transmission and distribution utilities, as defined in section 3201, subsection 11-A, in a manner that supports the goals in this section and ensures:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__483438f6_1461_4baf_837e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__3dd70769_00f2_4b4a_aaa3_ea66][bookmark: _PAR__4_14a93f18_60ed_43f1_a595_16707ae9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9533e2b0_da69_407e_8f7]A.  The State's interconnection rules reflect nationally recognized best practices;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5878e43d_0d91_493e_9883][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__70fd1643_7318_4af0_9c5c_949d][bookmark: _PAR__5_941cdaea_16d8_48f4_a94c_5d050d5f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__27d411e0_9008_4323_9d5]B.  Customers affected by deficiencies in the rules are able to access timely resolution processes that do not place an undue burden on the customer; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bee40bb8_7d1f_486d_a137][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a527186c_3207_4701_bb5a_084f][bookmark: _PAR__6_d8870e31_0482_4f0d_8879_bc5f66d6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c10c54d7_28cc_4ba5_9ab]C.  Investments in investor-owned transmission and distribution utility distribution upgrades related to load are coordinated with utility infrastructure upgrades required for the interconnection of renewable capacity resources using solar power.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__5e1636f0_c640][bookmark: _PAR__7_0107ca1b_d360_4627_9e83_a52d32a2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__08d46acb_4ccd_4823]Sec. 2.  Solar energy resources interconnection evaluation.  The Public Utilities Commission shall contract with an expert to evaluate near-term reforms to the State's standards, practices and procedures related to the interconnection of renewable capacity resources as defined in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3210-C, subsection 1, paragraph E using solar power to investor-owned transmission and distribution utilities to:
[bookmark: _PAR__8_38b802a5_e471_4368_95ac_962d2922]1.  Ensure that the costs and requirements for an interconnection study do not unduly limit the ability of residential and nonresidential customers to install on-site solar energy generation and battery storage systems; and
[bookmark: _PAR__9_c2ab4996_9b3c_46c8_89dd_5c0da69b]2.  Improve the transparency of interconnection screens and upgrades for customer-sited generation.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_7912673b_b0f9_43e1_8d1a_7aba194]Within 6 months of the effective date of this Act, the commission shall conduct a proceeding and issue an order relating to the near-term reforms identified in the evaluation conducted under this section.  Within one year of the effective date of this Act, the commission shall determine and adopt cost allocation methods for interconnection studies and upgrades that ensure on-site solar energy generators do not bear prohibitive costs for their projects to be studied by investor-owned transmission and distribution utilities and to be interconnected to the State's distribution system.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__1a163b87_9637_412b_8b8f_21d637][bookmark: _PAR__11_c5a100ba_d14e_4aa1_b449_9ec0872]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__12_112dcbe5_2942_4171_b54a_a4bc620]This bill requires the Public Utilities Commission to adopt rules related to the interconnection of renewable capacity resources using solar power to investor-owned transmission and distribution utilities in a manner that supports the goals in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3474.  It also directs the commission to contract with an expert to evaluate near-term reforms to the State's interconnection standards, practices and procedures related to renewable capacity resources using solar power.
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