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An Act to Modify the Visual Impact Standards for Offshore Wind Port Development
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7c4db743_a8cf_485f_b3ed][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b695e4a3_ae08_45aa_b5e8_6f41][bookmark: _PAR__8_4bbceec8_5ea9_4d14_813b_72ad3caa][bookmark: _LINE__16_baa8c7f4_0ea2_4bc1_a994_f28507][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1f0bc9ae_d30c_446a_b5f][bookmark: _LINE__17_52123b76_31c7_4393_8be3_2a068c][bookmark: _LINE__18_869d8136_30be_4b4f_9fef_a16d3d][bookmark: _LINE__19_4257e565_3c1c_4138_8a94_100d53][bookmark: _LINE__20_7219383d_74b9_4363_ba1b_265585][bookmark: _LINE__21_6c528783_ee4a_4a2f_b456_2f9508][bookmark: _LINE__22_0b760e29_0bc7_400c_8990_3c291c][bookmark: _LINE__23_32248418_94aa_4898_b808_998615]D. "Offshore wind terminal" means a port facility used for fabricating floating offshore wind turbine foundations, launching floating foundations into the water, assembling wind turbine generators atop the foundations or preparing the assembled wind turbine for towing to a wet berth or installation site. "Offshore wind terminal" includes a quay with berths to accommodate the assembly of wind turbine generators and offshore wind component delivery vessels, an upland laydown area for foundation fabrication and storage of wind turbine generator components, fabrication facilities, fixed and mobile cranes, associated facilities and terminal offices and access roads.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a83e997b_d135_4a3e_afbb][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__cf2ce70b_f0fc_4093_84b3_6f3][bookmark: _PAR__9_a5578739_5145_4ed3_9b3b_e2d4f80d][bookmark: _LINE__24_58bc4970_95d4_4c22_8610_387b84][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__78d64b5e_5e36_411f_9a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ada43cdc_4472_4a5e_b21][bookmark: _LINE__25_9d02b2d0_3c33_4605_854b_10d056][bookmark: _LINE__26_c185a4ba_7e58_41d7_b461_242e9f][bookmark: _LINE__27_81784308_f9fa_44bd_be66_3ca9d2][bookmark: _LINE__28_c3af4b98_b35b_4e61_b6e7_6bb0f0][bookmark: _LINE__29_f3dcdbf0_0318_4357_9d88_392dfb][bookmark: _LINE__30_0ba6a9e0_4716_4bb1_9494_52e7d6][bookmark: _LINE__31_a9e278f9_9a0e_422e_b972_6e9465][bookmark: _LINE__32_501d3b81_cec8_4e24_b820_5e300e][bookmark: _LINE__33_15983a4e_f393_452b_ad54_76afbf][bookmark: _LINE__34_c1fc0da6_5f47_4201_b375_4a71bc][bookmark: _LINE__35_36e8a953_75fc_4780_8cf7_fa68fd]2. Application of standard.  This subsection governs the department's or the Maine Land Use Planning Commission's making findings regarding the effect of an offshore wind terminal on scenic or natural character and existing uses related to scenic character pursuant to Title 12, section 685-B, subsection 4 or Title 38, section 484, subsection 3 or Title 38, section 480-D.  An offshore wind terminal project must minimize the adverse effect on scenic character and existing uses related to scenic character to the maximum extent practicable and use best practical mitigation to control and reduce visual and scenic impacts. Except as otherwise provided in subsection 3, determination that an offshore wind terminal fits harmoniously into the existing natural environment in terms of potential effects on scenic or natural character and existing uses related to scenic character is not required for approval under either Title 12, section 685‑B, subsection 4, paragraph C or Title 38, section 484, subsection 3.
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[bookmark: _PAR__13_6e9e1aa8_a0c0_42c9_9ece_a41371b][bookmark: _LINE__30_bfaa6956_d300_407b_bc41_035216][bookmark: _LINE__31_448bce78_6d3e_4cea_8dea_635b31][bookmark: _LINE__32_b15435b2_952c_458c_80bb_3748d0][bookmark: _LINE__33_0d805e73_00b5_4787_a652_8ec0dd][bookmark: _LINE__34_23ae553f_f866_4f0f_a7cb_c704f2][bookmark: _LINE__35_8d08b4e3_c914_424f_be28_6f0c3b][bookmark: _LINE__36_b6ba42f5_44cc_4667_810e_95b22b][bookmark: _LINE__37_e41ad278_59bc_478a_b9cd_aa9149]This bill establishes a new type of port development used for fabricating offshore wind turbines called an offshore wind terminal.  It establishes a visual impact standard to evaluate the effect of the development of an offshore wind terminal.  The bill provides that offshore wind terminals must receive review under the provisions of law governing site location of development.  The bill amends the provisions of law governing site location of development and the Natural Resources Protection Act to provide that when proposed offshore wind terminals receive review, impacts related to scenic character and existing uses related to scenic character are governed by the new visual impact standard.
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