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[bookmark: _PAR__2_3b25e634_7b0f_49d3_aa54_f0a4df95][bookmark: _LINE__3_6461159e_da77_42a3_90f8_188868b][bookmark: _LINE__4_a8b2a78b_873c_4b20_b971_2152306]Whereas, the changes in this legislation may directly impact statewide campaigns during the 2026 election; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_03f1cbcc_5ab0_4fa8_85f1_9326e6a2][bookmark: _LINE__5_6dee7fb3_24ea_483b_9d15_ee81cf2][bookmark: _LINE__6_a30d3084_a049_417b_baec_bd00113]Whereas, it is necessary to amend the requirements of certain campaign finance laws as soon as possible to avoid undue burdens and confusion; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_b2aa164f_9761_4f87_bc30_12851001][bookmark: _LINE__7_6a763bca_2ae0_42b6_b050_60621bd][bookmark: _LINE__8_e3d55797_81b0_4ce4_83cf_a175677][bookmark: _LINE__9_a4c38f6f_e58a_472d_81be_3cabc59][bookmark: _LINE__10_eafcd699_35bf_4810_a603_9cc13c]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ee9432e6_9c6a_4f5b_8bfb_2305][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6ca02bea_1ca5_4a7b_a0c][bookmark: _PAR__14_f93f6477_ff58_482b_9f8b_93bfa19][bookmark: _LINE__36_3cfd1051_787b_4acc_b9c8_1d6089][bookmark: _LINE__37_b82f1226_463d_4005_b545_a13e52][bookmark: _LINE__38_3e3977d4_b544_4c6b_b0d2_ec13c9][bookmark: _LINE__39_1c00eed3_54e1_48de_968c_7b68b1][bookmark: _LINE__40_34155982_de21_484c_8116_32fec2][bookmark: _LINE__41_1c81e289_1cf5_485f_bd10_59c939]The candidate or treasurer is not required to include in this report expenditures for overhead expenses or compensation paid to an employee or other member of the campaign staff who has received payments at regular intervals that have been disclosed in previously filed campaign finance reports. As used in this paragraph, "overhead expenses" includes, but is not limited to, rent, utility payments, taxes, insurance premiums or similar administrative expenses.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__144fed5b_0b90_4b37_81ec][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__280441a4_66ce_485f_b86e_ddf2][bookmark: _PAR__3_c18c21b3_8d20_473e_aa9c_276d59ef][bookmark: _LINE__9_4449da43_77bb_4115_9d50_04d1d04][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__38ab870d_fa3c_4c87_9e3][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__17abd038_abab_495c_aff][bookmark: _LINE__10_f65516e5_e48a_48af_97d1_253db5][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__dfe2cbb1_ef05_40d0_941][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c372dcd7_62fa_4564_81][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__79264e46_bae4_4e83_84][bookmark: _LINE__11_abc0a280_3568_4329_a0c5_3ed44a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8b69bc01_d954_4e7b_bd][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__af8865af_7a65_4d12_b2][bookmark: _LINE__12_6c836977_e3f5_43c5_94f6_32c194][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__47950f5d_f2f4_4d13_af][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ba5a9ec4_258d_4b44_82][bookmark: _LINE__13_7ecef1d7_46b2_4311_98ee_824b73][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__765427c5_9f26_4f0b_8e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1d9f87bd_2184_4367_bf][bookmark: _LINE__14_947964c8_d8b2_413b_8cf5_bef1aa][bookmark: _LINE__15_c08e6bab_3e9e_4e51_af35_9ec607][bookmark: _LINE__16_707a1183_2f50_4ed3_afc8_66be1d][bookmark: _LINE__17_8deb4ddf_26a7_4672_a082_290be5][bookmark: _LINE__18_88c24439_e656_4d5c_bde9_509b45]E.  If a committee is required to file a report 11 days before an election pursuant to paragraph B or C, the committee shall report any single contribution of $5,000 $10,000 or more received or single expenditure of $1,000 $2,500 or more made after the 14th day before the election and more than 24 48 hours before 5:00 p.m. on the day of the election within 24 48 hours of that contribution or expenditure.  The treasurer is not required to include in this report expenditures for overhead expenses or compensation paid to an employee or other member of the campaign staff who has received payments at regular intervals that have been disclosed in previously filed campaign finance reports. As used in this paragraph, "overhead expenses" includes, but is not limited to, rent, utility payments, taxes, insurance premiums or similar administrative expenses.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__251b17cb_0f14][bookmark: _PAR__4_4579b71a_88ec_4d52_9af3_354e470d][bookmark: _LINE__19_2e106039_b332_4f92_a1cd_d3a4a7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__e54f25a1_b2f0_4430][bookmark: _LINE__20_719cf711_c97e_47a2_914e_7e3d4d][bookmark: _LINE__21_3f94d558_b3aa_456f_91a1_66fd61]Sec. 7.  Rules.  The Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices shall amend its rules to provide that independent expenditures made during the 60 days before an election must be disclosed in a report within 2 calendar days of the expenditure.
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__227c5116_8fb0_47a4_a6][bookmark: _PAR__5_53221832_6bfe_41a0_8cee_b243a9a6][bookmark: _LINE__22_0a092c44_251f_45cf_8110_d10001][bookmark: _LINE__23_5588a249_9684_45c3_a54f_2a435e]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__dae5c172_e2d7_4bc7_81b9_9648ee][bookmark: _PAR__6_f764aedc_3848_4034_ba90_b6c6f109][bookmark: _LINE__24_00b5a86e_a6d2_45b6_8aab_d9787a]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__7_75f7ef03_abaf_4e2b_a6ff_ae8f07a8][bookmark: _LINE__25_2be845e8_4574_4ed9_b704_2e9872]This bill amends campaign finance laws as follows:
[bookmark: _PAR__8_5354a4c2_5978_4fd0_ba92_84e9ade3][bookmark: _LINE__26_24018461_43f7_4f57_bfbc_513804][bookmark: _LINE__27_abc3658b_2047_4243_848b_0d4c1e][bookmark: _LINE__28_4f244d16_2e58_4740_adc5_2ae1d5]1. It increases the threshold amounts for financial transactions that require candidates, political action committees, ballot question committees and party committees to file 24‑hour reports during the last 13 days before an election;
[bookmark: _PAR__9_727d45ff_a5e8_42c9_99f0_6b03616a][bookmark: _LINE__29_b42f6a19_30bb_47a6_84da_264548][bookmark: _LINE__30_1938784b_17dd_4d90_9eb0_824754]2. It extends the deadline for 24-hour reports so that the reports are due within 48 hours of the contribution or expenditure;
[bookmark: _PAR__10_f71645ec_9117_46fe_8e38_e111722][bookmark: _LINE__31_4b216b69_a109_46f1_90ed_6636af][bookmark: _LINE__32_3cbfb6ee_a577_4dcd_9ba4_46866c][bookmark: _LINE__33_21fe559f_7827_41e5_b4f7_0d4b86]3. It increases the threshold amount that requires an independent expenditure report from spending in excess of $250 to advocate for or against a candidate to spending in excess of $1,000 per candidate; and
[bookmark: _PAR__11_577fa852_0126_4e5d_84e6_b3a8bb6][bookmark: _LINE__34_c03bf79a_da1a_4f21_b64c_511242][bookmark: _LINE__35_332be974_25fb_4ee4_9650_286f52][bookmark: _LINE__36_6e05d6b9_d456_4271_af88_355d5a]4. It directs the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices to amend its rules to provide that independent expenditures made during the 60 days before an election must be disclosed in a report within 2 calendar days of the expenditure.
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