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An Act Regarding the Prohibition of Online Sweepstakes Games
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_0b51760d_c783_4750_83cd_bfbf614e][bookmark: _LINE__2_96eb35c8_1933_4f15_9650_9b7e865][bookmark: _LINE__3_bade4ae4_403f_43c6_ad38_e72c112][bookmark: _LINE__4_72a0b453_b6a5_49c2_8d87_ef78815]This bill clarifies that operating or promoting an online sweepstakes game constitutes "unlawful gambling" within the meaning of the Maine Criminal Code and establishes additional civil penalties related to that unlawful conduct. 
[bookmark: _PAR__3_6ea017fc_496d_476d_b7b4_be69dd40][bookmark: _LINE__5_1743e4fe_2552_4a4f_8d60_883ad73][bookmark: _LINE__6_fbcb2361_b13d_4c0b_988b_6d26f96][bookmark: _LINE__7_4fc754d8_a1b9_45d0_a933_8838625][bookmark: _LINE__8_c53089d2_bced_4099_9e5a_e28f416][bookmark: _LINE__9_3d353b5a_24bc_4501_b6b5_51377be]The bill impacts online games or contests that use a dual-currency system of payment and that simulate casino-style gaming, including, but not limited to, slot machines, poker and other table games, lottery games, bingo or sports wagering. "Dual-currency system of payment" refers to the practice of using more than one system of coins or tokens to facilitate game play and is further defined in the bill. 
[bookmark: _PAR__4_2273ace3_85a7_4a12_a68c_77a3de16][bookmark: _LINE__10_8eaf2d6c_2153_445b_bc13_88da76][bookmark: _LINE__11_e2497788_65ee_490d_aa6f_0de3ac][bookmark: _LINE__12_ed8476a3_1514_450d_b7b8_9a635b][bookmark: _LINE__13_4aedc30c_6a1e_4411_9654_3b2fb7]The bill provides that a person that operates or promotes an online sweepstakes game is subject to a fine of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000. The bill requires that all fines collected be distributed to the Gambling Addiction Prevention and Treatment Fund.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_9d5db296_7264_4adc_a76c_9ac750ec][bookmark: _LINE__14_86dbeda0_df74_4621_b4d7_dfe217][bookmark: _LINE__15_b9dec542_fb04_4767_a990_1c6153][bookmark: _LINE__16_78497ade_fbd6_4bee_b110_a82572][bookmark: _LINE__17_2b0ac6dc_4a67_4a16_8d0b_b6b9f1][bookmark: _LINE__18_df3f804a_98c4_49de_96ab_c3dfa6]Under the bill, if a person is found to operate or promote an online sweepstakes game and that person holds a license with the Gambling Control Unit or Gambling Control Board within the Department of Public Safety to operate certain gambling activities, the licensing entity must revoke that license. A person that violates the online sweepstakes games prohibition is also ineligible to receive one of the licenses specified by the bill.  
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