132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Provide Required Funding for the Reimbursement of Assigned Counsel and to Develop the Public Defender Office for Cumberland County
L.D. 
An Act to Provide Required Funding for the Reimbursement of Assigned Counsel and to Develop the Public Defender Office for Cumberland County
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_PREAMBLE__ce7bbebd_3666_4ba9_][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__53c88f58_75cd_45d3_885a_2534c][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__48d17a0d_1d37_40ad_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_8110ae29_0e6a_4987_a1ae_64481b6][bookmark: _PAR__1_69513094_3f2b_4dfe_a8ef_50a1ec03][bookmark: _LINE__1_204d6bd0_ae71_44cf_8baf_ac67f06][bookmark: _LINE__2_551de36d_ba24_4178_9a78_e27e06e]Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
[bookmark: _PAR__2_2607039e_cdb7_4f8f_b567_0fe867cf][bookmark: _LINE__3_b7cef157_710b_4d98_b993_9e567a3][bookmark: _LINE__4_a78dfd87_0346_45fd_bca1_b75e63d][bookmark: _LINE__5_8c3c2f10_a0de_4d2b_b36d_3399a0a][bookmark: _LINE__6_ffdeb9d8_7686_41bc_b07e_1d90c0b]Whereas, the State's constitutional and statutory obligations include ensuring that each person facing a potential loss of liberty in a criminal or juvenile proceeding and each parent facing a potential loss of parental rights in a child protection proceeding is provided with effective representation; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_b5942e6f_d144_44dc_82c2_df71dfe8][bookmark: _LINE__7_ff543e5f_fc52_44cb_beda_df3cd4a][bookmark: _LINE__8_8ff28357_c0b3_452c_ad7a_6091d0f][bookmark: _LINE__9_baec7d17_4b72_4158_bf6c_831bdea][bookmark: _LINE__10_831a6433_220c_44c9_9e7b_bd6f16][bookmark: _LINE__11_0fd4f8b1_a88c_4a2e_afdc_faa2ef]Whereas, on January 3, 2025, in Robbins v. Billings, et al. No. CV-22-054 (Me. Super. Ct., Ken. Cty., Jan. 3, 2025) (Combined Order on Partially Dispositive Motions), the Maine Superior Court concluded that the State has violated its constitutional obligations under the United States Constitution, Amendment VI to provide continuous representation to certain criminal defendants in the State; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_68e6cafc_9a7a_421e_b695_a53218e6][bookmark: _LINE__12_f39b3d23_47e3_4c00_8107_066375][bookmark: _LINE__13_e3f68de4_5709_4c8b_9866_6fbf1e][bookmark: _LINE__14_8f550bda_86bb_4382_94d3_c58224][bookmark: _LINE__15_3cb8d2d1_23ac_4d4d_97b9_391207][bookmark: _LINE__16_7c16378f_567d_48a8_81d8_ab3c5a]Whereas, the State's primary method for fulfilling its constitutional and statutory obligations is through the appointment of qualified attorneys to provide indigent legal services to eligible persons and reimbursement of these attorneys by the Maine Commission on Public Defense Services in accordance with the hourly rate established by law and the restrictions on eligible expenses established by the commission by rule; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_f5ef94cf_90d8_4880_ab01_97000f4b][bookmark: _LINE__17_b47ce439_772e_4694_9f13_7008ad][bookmark: _LINE__18_8e133108_8771_4275_bca9_e185dd][bookmark: _LINE__19_e5ad9efa_5fa6_47b4_8594_2cff11]Whereas, due to a shortfall in funding, the Maine Commission on Public Defense Services is anticipated to exhaust available appropriations to reimburse assigned counsel in April 2026; and
[bookmark: _PAR__6_fe0846a8_a448_4e3f_8750_1185946a][bookmark: _LINE__20_e8835c32_2b64_42c8_8975_f1edd6][bookmark: _LINE__21_4cc1c5aa_9b70_4678_b25a_538800][bookmark: _LINE__22_f3a3f2c8_1073_482e_8569_423296][bookmark: _LINE__23_615a1347_21bc_43e6_9532_998534]Whereas, this legislation establishes authority for the Maine Commission on Public Defense Services to develop a public defender office in Cumberland County, an area of the State identified by the commission as experiencing a significant lack of attorneys eligible for appointment to fulfill the State's constitutional and statutory obligations; and
[bookmark: _PAR__7_9a1b1e7e_f65b_4155_8c29_bf17ea6b][bookmark: _LINE__24_05efb558_3407_4f84_878d_7f74ff][bookmark: _LINE__25_8341226a_8849_4370_b638_12267c]Whereas, it is important to develop this new public defender office as soon as possible; and
[bookmark: _PAR__8_112ae8b4_9cee_4116_8e01_905ebf1f][bookmark: _LINE__26_8721f7e0_4cf1_420e_a203_adeb34][bookmark: _LINE__27_b95bb0bd_fda2_4283_9c4d_5c8e67][bookmark: _LINE__28_c5a718bb_a8dd_4bda_969f_5335bc][bookmark: _LINE__29_9181224f_ec3c_4b52_be02_9bee04]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__bc8863a9_f995_4758_b82][bookmark: _PAR__9_8cfab393_8bb7_4351_aa1e_4e45475f][bookmark: _LINE__30_1fea4473_a917_4e02_946e_91eb24]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _APPROP_SECTION__4e0e92e4_8531_4872_853b][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__1c1ce155_16f0_4a02_94][bookmark: _PAR__10_4d211644_c88c_4824_9a22_cc8d9d0][bookmark: _LINE__31_ef8e2c80_ca3a_436f_a093_15673b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__907c95c8_9e1d_424f][bookmark: _LINE__32_49b629b1_b009_45cd_a6b1_a3896c]Sec. 1.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
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[bookmark: _PAR__13_5ca91d39_79fa_488a_9612_20c20ba][bookmark: _LINE__35_fa235d9c_78fa_4260_ba69_5df644][bookmark: _LINE__36_2090f5a9_965b_4ad2_8529_32b04f][bookmark: _LINE__37_4162f379_1057_4631_a3b2_64f3c7][bookmark: _LINE__38_9262618e_f1fd_4bd7_9249_a5e7aa][bookmark: _LINE__39_b58ee704_1a34_447b_b91c_961f56]Initiative: Effective April 1, 2026, establishes one District Defender position, one Assistant District Defender I position, 4 Assistant District Defender II positions, 2 Paralegal positions, one Field Investigator position, one Case Manager position and one Office Specialist I position as well as All Other costs, including rent and parking, for a public defender office serving Cumberland County.
	[bookmark: _PAR__14_34b800fb_b5a2_4bd9_975a_1b04424][bookmark: _LINE__40_7ec151be_9246_462c_9dfd_0eeb5a]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__40_b69ccea6_125d_45e7_ba60_3a96fb]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__40_fe58b0e4_1d69_4d53_97f3_13703e]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__41_f6a8cfb6_259e_44de_88a2_eb746e]POSITIONS - LEGISLATIVE COUNT
	[bookmark: _LINE__41_e556293e_31cf_47e9_a4d6_07bc91]11.000
	[bookmark: _LINE__41_35fe04c0_319e_4aa8_bd3f_c6aa76]11.000

	[bookmark: _PAGE__2_635a7a39_94e2_4a19_947b_ad3b0ba][bookmark: _PAR__1_ad35b5d2_732c_45f0_9d79_5496d0f9][bookmark: _LINE__1_38c40b6d_8110_438a_9fd3_1a5b928]Personal Services
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_cef3efad_a9a7_46c5_b406_abd8ea4]$329,976
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_c73db55b_623a_4298_b89e_5d5fc47]$1,425,698

	[bookmark: _LINE__2_c63689b5_674c_4e90_a4cb_aead5f3]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__2_4c6f3049_d194_4010_bd74_fb72846]$153,286
	[bookmark: _LINE__2_316f63f4_3fbf_4836_862e_5335f8d]$218,850

	[bookmark: _LINE__3_57df9576_580b_4f0f_b287_1ccde05] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_d500ba2d_e392_442f_983a_3935db6]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_1e67f3a6_d058_4d67_a5eb_c6964a4]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__4_c9fd28f8_ba20_465d_b598_64d6c29]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_25e2e729_9014_4e08_b7dc_4c8fa4a]$483,262
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_122dc1aa_c9c1_4da8_8032_3e4986e]$1,644,548


[bookmark: _PAR__2_d957c87d_6b98_4cc5_9165_95101ed4][bookmark: _LINE__5_c683b2fd_e358_41d3_8ba7_21cc76d]Maine Commission on Public Defense Services Z112
[bookmark: _PAR__3_4b54ae7e_8501_4fa5_afee_f0bda743][bookmark: _LINE__6_148a882e_2477_4164_8447_793d823][bookmark: _LINE__7_cd58a168_7f64_49df_bf1e_054e590][bookmark: _LINE__8_f452ad0c_e8c7_4b61_beae_057392e]Initiative: Provides one-time funding to address the shortfall in funding available to compensate constitutionally and statutorily required assigned counsel in fiscal years 2025‑26 and 2026-27.
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[bookmark: _PAR__9_bef4e222_6ede_473d_97b7_e324b1f4][bookmark: _LINE__24_b18a6d0e_477f_4cf6_8962_55d48d][bookmark: _LINE__25_f4928949_e2dc_493e_9d3c_ccdf42][bookmark: _LINE__26_b740dcbb_7040_47e5_bf3e_2512c9][bookmark: _LINE__27_157a1731_b74a_4fc7_86e9_89f4cb][bookmark: _LINE__28_9f1c7973_bdfb_4275_b691_c68407]This bill provides one-time funding to the Maine Commission on Public Defense Services to address the shortfall in funding available to compensate constitutionally and statutorily required assigned counsel in fiscal years 2025-26 and 2026-27.  It also funds the establishment of a public defender office beginning April 1, 2026, designed to serve 30% of the criminal defendants entitled to indigent legal services in Cumberland County.
LR2847, item 1 - 132nd Maine Legislature, page 2
