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An Act to Establish Guidance for Awarding General Spousal Support
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__d4499b62_62b3_49a1_8d2][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__24ddc3de_72a2_4c20_ad9a_bb589][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__7020f5c6_595b_4e7b_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_7515ffcd_76ae_4219_b5fd_7b281c0][bookmark: _PAR__1_55478870_93fc_46ef_9290_c9f6fe14][bookmark: _LINE__1_6df81f6c_4fad_4b65_96cf_189eece]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__02fa6c38_2acf_492e_a001][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__098d1952_53a8_464c_8ee1_2dfe][bookmark: _PAR__9_c460cf10_16b3_4608_909b_0ce216a9][bookmark: _LINE__28_d79ef030_5d6b_4992_b7c7_a175ed][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6b20d85b_7379_450b_b5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0dc7ab83_5344_498d_8b8][bookmark: _LINE__29_ee520110_cbd1_4599_ab4a_0c5b38][bookmark: _LINE__30_0f7522d7_0a57_42db_96eb_26c911][bookmark: _LINE__31_c8bc7056_98ab_4975_ac44_89d35d][bookmark: _LINE__32_d7a8157b_4678_4400_ad82_73ffe8][bookmark: _LINE__33_8c343961_9b33_46c1_9233_1bc677][bookmark: _LINE__34_a0eb89d9_f74f_4664_b73f_d1e06e][bookmark: _LINE__35_beb2f015_2bff_4ab8_9317_d9f7d7][bookmark: _LINE__36_fa045c2c_f9f6_4337_8da5_0d0d29]A-1.  General support may be awarded to allocate equitably between spouses certain financial losses that either or both may incur at dissolution when the family is divided into separate economic units, specifically, in a marriage of significant duration, the loss in living standard experienced at dissolution by the spouse who has less income or earning capacity.  A person married to someone with significantly greater income or earning capacity is entitled at dissolution to compensation for a portion of the loss in the standard of living that person would otherwise experience, when the marriage is of sufficient duration that equity requires that some portion of the loss be treated as the spouses’ joint responsibility.  
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__9efd9c5d_0816_41a9_a74a_d92][bookmark: _PAR__4_b60801a1_f890_4c32_970b_cd5fb486][bookmark: _LINE__7_f998412d_4646_447d_8465_9527c69][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4e9d4c04_6525_47af_a363][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__402cd1c8_5da2_402b_b94][bookmark: _LINE__8_e689178e_7971_464a_82ac_5b97979][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__f3e92fae_8eb3_4767_bd7](3)  Economic abuse by a spouse.  For the purposes of this subparagraph, "economic abuse" has the same meaning as in section 4102, subsection 5.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d7022aad_aaa2_4421_8b8c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__74736273_9a30_4b7e_a2d1_385][bookmark: _PAR__15_8fde0b38_41d9_4781_807f_9106dd5][bookmark: _LINE__35_5db9f19d_be68_460f_89bb_3eab2b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__077ecdf8_e4d5_47ee_ae][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__611c3d17_fc83_49f3_a5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2786bccb_f5fc_4d0a_b64][bookmark: _LINE__36_5e84639f_a8ec_421e_bb4f_2d8bca][bookmark: _LINE__37_9e86d5aa_b804_4cf6_b281_66f23e]2-C.  General support; length of award.  The following provisions apply to the length of the general support that may be awarded to a person pursuant to subsection 2, paragraph A‑1.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__cde88839_975f_4448][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__f71021a9_bf03_4bf4_aa82_f][bookmark: _PAR__2_36e2f61b_2d18_4c48_a60e_55d5e705][bookmark: _LINE__4_190426f7_6925_4c4b_9a78_b6c0e06][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__9b836343_27d9_450a]Sec. 6.  19-A MRSA §951-A, sub-§2-D is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__493476ef_bcc7_43a5_94c9][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__29df2768_e4ff_4194_8f6d_f3b][bookmark: _PAR__3_cfceb0a7_698c_40d7_880c_dd5a3b1b][bookmark: _LINE__5_0eb19c46_c3a1_479b_b87f_b3f29fa][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e3a63065_ee4e_41b8_be][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e73b1602_b7d9_4275_a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__935f0c89_7773_47d8_82d][bookmark: _LINE__6_f37a3c12_3de3_4a16_8edc_8164015][bookmark: _LINE__7_32beb41b_083f_4178_a7b5_971184f][bookmark: _LINE__8_fa739792_4225_4806_a483_0322747][bookmark: _LINE__9_e24815b9_0929_4341_a84d_d0bd22d][bookmark: _LINE__10_4b8b7265_1948_49a1_a058_2c383b][bookmark: _LINE__11_0cac73f9_4dd4_47fa_854d_575f13][bookmark: _LINE__12_35788ded_d6fd_41d6_a0fe_617c5a][bookmark: _LINE__13_2a90262a_8889_427d_9fa6_77b1ae]2-D.  Rebutting rebuttable presumptions.  If the court finds in writing that a spousal support award based upon a rebuttable presumption established in subsection 2-A, 2-B or 2-C would be inequitable or unjust, that finding is sufficient to rebut the applicable presumption. The court may use the factors set forth in subsection 5, or any other relevant fact, to determine whether any presumption’s application to the case before the court would be inequitable or unjust.  An award may be made under subsection 2, paragraph A‑1 in cases in which no presumption of entitlement exists if the court finds that a substantial injustice will result if there is no award and the facts supporting the court's conclusion are set forth in written findings of the trial court.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__d5b89f48_912e_427a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__6dc318fb_5ec3_47bb_90ab_4][bookmark: _PAR__4_da34266f_95cd_4be0_9fdc_ce993a23][bookmark: _LINE__14_dca0911e_cb43_4e15_8f67_553060][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__c4167dc8_3b96_44b9]Sec. 7.  19-A MRSA §951-A, sub-§2-E is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e2a2755e_140f_4e15_b234][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__aa68ec70_71c3_4fe0_92c5_d67][bookmark: _PAR__5_063f0da9_0ddb_47a3_bd12_d159d3d6][bookmark: _LINE__15_e9ba608b_276e_4c3e_9dce_38ec9a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4d2fcc66_9303_460f_b2][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__bc93a6c7_4f43_420b_9b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__87fbba9e_8d97_433a_880][bookmark: _LINE__16_c439c18c_0d06_4f8f_82dc_5e4d6b][bookmark: _LINE__17_dba749ca_23ca_44b8_af79_ac711b][bookmark: _LINE__18_2da6001d_a1f7_49fd_b6a4_40520a]2-E.  Second spousal support award at expiration of child support obligation.  If a final judgment includes both an award of spousal support and a child support obligation that will terminate within 3 years of the date of that judgment, the court may include a 2nd spousal support award that will begin upon expiration of the child support obligation.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__1515536c_2e2f_42f2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__4d3628a7_82bd_45d6_b926_6][bookmark: _PAR__6_817bce5d_1634_41b4_bbba_18ac06b2][bookmark: _LINE__19_efe34bea_20aa_49e2_b069_55a7fd][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__7339f0ab_d77b_4fc4][bookmark: _LINE__20_57624657_4414_486a_b477_1ba40a]Sec. 8.  19-A MRSA §951-A, sub-§5, as amended by PL 2023, c. 646, Pt. C, §2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0ca93fdf_0597_45df_bc3c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__5b4f947d_8434_4e32_969a_a54][bookmark: _PAR__7_5bad0ac2_070c_42a3_97bc_47ffcb23][bookmark: _LINE__21_9e263892_07bb_4ea0_a5fa_234ddb][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__51b4c3d0_e6a6_48b2_9e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ec57008c_192d_46d1_8e8][bookmark: _LINE__22_76b7fc12_7fc8_4585_83c9_67577f]5.  Factors.  The court shall consider the following factors when determining an award of spousal support:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__08bf972d_deb4_42fb_8c27][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6f423b22_acc4_43be_8e18_b439][bookmark: _PAR__8_05888cb2_aa50_4da4_a88b_76155965][bookmark: _LINE__23_428d0201_c4c0_4e35_9aa8_b9c9b2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e140ec21_27bc_4ef7_b09]A.  The length of the marriage;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__19dcbe1c_405a_480a_8b9c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__575d14e7_7fb3_4ca5_9c1a_2e3b][bookmark: _PAR__9_006a5bb3_8ea4_4758_a857_743a6cb1][bookmark: _LINE__24_e595a3b7_1f02_4689_9e86_bf4a88][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d0701e47_5a41_4b02_809]B.  The ability of each party to pay;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7545c892_742c_40f5_8b63][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8f1cdc29_314c_442e_a448_c09b][bookmark: _PAR__10_15161066_6c6c_4dc2_bf64_00a270e][bookmark: _LINE__25_eac5f913_975b_49a8_a78c_7d9321][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__19bf1c89_61c0_4c48_905]C.  The age of each party;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c15f8bd9_615c_425f_9fed][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__96a7ed10_db53_4614_8177_5ea1][bookmark: _PAR__11_a1e62a6b_4616_433e_8a87_7cce251][bookmark: _LINE__26_ea93de16_ed85_41b0_ae2f_e9133d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__115538c3_148b_4aff_b69]D.  The employment history and employment potential of each party;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__42828b41_7ec8_4735_bc53][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0ccdb222_3062_425b_af01_aece][bookmark: _PAR__12_d4699d95_5cee_4d10_b36d_bc868b4][bookmark: _LINE__27_2ec09a54_ce45_4b8e_99e1_878d74][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9cb9087c_fd2f_47d5_be6]E.  The income history and income potential of each party;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__43433d6b_ac3d_4f95_83fa][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__986032d1_8a7d_4842_9c0c_7971][bookmark: _PAR__13_481dfca5_71a1_486c_a338_4b1696a][bookmark: _LINE__28_da5e74e4_4c73_46e3_8c3d_01ede1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c5d3a1f2_58ff_4ed2_9af]F.  The education and training of each party;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7d736832_c70f_4fbc_af01][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__3285253b_774b_4ffa_a65e_7b83][bookmark: _PAR__14_b1a6282c_258a_46b8_8576_2e5e00d][bookmark: _LINE__29_b3ebafde_e918_4cd0_980e_84a34f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__36348839_27ed_4de0_b06]G.  The provisions for retirement and health insurance benefits of each party;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__feb47890_6f06_4dcb_869c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e88a29e3_8f55_49f8_9e34_4a66][bookmark: _PAR__15_1fad3c39_7bee_4e06_9f62_0590456][bookmark: _LINE__30_90d9df7d_a534_4ee0_b468_e69edf][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__76ef0974_c835_4c13_b80][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__44ced036_5027_4b62_b6][bookmark: _LINE__31_35bf6d4d_12cf_40e3_9ba5_6d918a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__808dd754_6f7f_4dcf_b3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0f60a886_32f8_44f5_9e][bookmark: _LINE__32_9e35c3ae_4de2_414a_a696_b5f9d1]H.  The tax consequences of the division of marital property, including the tax consequences of the sale of the marital home resulting from division of the marital property, if applicable;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c0d381d1_cdec_42df_aad9][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__19e2517e_e39d_4abb_ad3a_ba74][bookmark: _PAR__16_4e254c45_20cc_4235_bdac_c01d9eb][bookmark: _LINE__33_4464ae54_9bbf_49de_aecd_dd7a8b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e86f5e80_e4e4_46ec_8b8]I.  The health and disabilities of each party;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8fc7663c_5277_4c8f_b736][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6d5c420f_b73c_4bfc_bd01_e07c][bookmark: _PAR__17_df9cd027_f036_4eaf_94fd_8669ba0][bookmark: _LINE__34_13e2832c_0829_478a_aeaf_a10537][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7ee49c37_249d_4328_83a]J.  The tax consequences of a spousal support award;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3ce353d4_6b8d_4e69_ad5f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d4f6d42c_6b95_4f0a_aa28_64f2][bookmark: _PAR__18_592d2b6b_c648_47de_826a_cccbc4a][bookmark: _LINE__35_346b9018_f1ea_4ce8_8f78_0c04c4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d2d8551c_0e39_45f0_8ae]K.  The contributions of either party as homemaker;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__808d9926_9671_46ce_8a4f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__565a0607_4e24_433d_9148_061b][bookmark: _PAR__19_b96ef4b1_dd6f_40a7_9b41_4f18636][bookmark: _LINE__36_f7b8789a_37c4_4007_851f_63499d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b4239d39_bf3e_439b_b17][bookmark: _LINE__37_752547c0_827f_4e4c_84e2_dd4be9]L.  The contributions of either party to the education or earning potential of the other party;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__eb90c386_26ee_455e_bf0d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6d634610_8ed9_4556_b306_7199][bookmark: _PAR__20_a227afb1_79f4_4918_9336_7dad0e7][bookmark: _LINE__38_c57b3b98_0676_4f36_828f_d00277][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f0c0de83_9d43_40fe_81c][bookmark: _LINE__39_cf915d6a_ceed_4d10_9a4d_9a1426]M.  Economic misconduct by either party resulting in the diminution of marital property or income;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ceb053cf_2661_4716_96fc][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__fb040225_5953_4786_993d_a51b][bookmark: _PAGE__4_9a441bfd_283d_48fe_9de2_7c76946][bookmark: _PAR__1_72857d22_4c07_4008_8c6f_87e16285][bookmark: _LINE__1_68f26295_b615_4b6e_9f80_89aabc0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6a504376_ec23_4cb9_aff][bookmark: _LINE__2_55798db4_be9a_4f58_a6b6_f7c6ee1][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__e32c261c_2d1a_4531_b0a]M-1.  Economic abuse by a spouse.  For the purposes of this paragraph, "economic abuse" has the same meaning as in section 4102, subsection 5;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__50069193_42dd_480b_a2d7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6d768943_fe96_4854_b940_222d][bookmark: _PAR__2_957d99a3_a6ac_4fa0_9bff_6afb3c7b][bookmark: _LINE__3_5c74f0af_65a4_45b5_af1f_eb6ec4b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fad47626_08a2_45eb_907]N.  The standard of living of the parties during the marriage;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a82a42f3_a3cb_44e7_a87a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e9e653c7_3b5f_4459_a77c_e4f0][bookmark: _PAR__3_d4955d70_d8ca_4c52_926f_3453ce3a][bookmark: _LINE__4_15a7fb23_2f5e_41d0_8f28_551e55a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2955d90f_8203_479a_bd8][bookmark: _LINE__5_5af977d3_d4d6_4cde_8553_c725924]O.  The ability of the party seeking support to become self-supporting within a reasonable period of time;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cd54b18c_daae_4687_a4b5][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b91f88f3_0c4c_4ea4_9b0f_2f17][bookmark: _PAR__4_3cd9ff43_c2bd_41cd_9da1_67e9aed9][bookmark: _LINE__6_ce5175b4_cb05_49c8_b180_064a12a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__33682c90_67a6_4155_889][bookmark: _LINE__7_2b26a9be_fc3b_477c_bd15_b6df7cc]P.  The effect of the following on a party's need for spousal support or a party's ability to pay spousal support:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__57b7dc28_9005_4181_b4c3_b2b][bookmark: _PAR__5_a1811f4d_8324_4565_ac36_3fc7baf9][bookmark: _LINE__8_854cc4db_486f_4d32_b31d_6e1f9ec][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d33c9852_a6e7_4041_b1a0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b5413407_781e_4226_945][bookmark: _LINE__9_52bacce5_91e0_4d05_80d2_007c66b][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__d65e9c8b_3535_4cff_855][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e61eece0_4e6a_42b2_a0][bookmark: _LINE__10_6b13d98b_6007_4f2f_bf68_8662ef](1)  Actual or potential income from marital or nonmarital property awarded or set apart to each party as part of the court's distributive order pursuant to section 953; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__4887aea0_88e1_4cef_ac8b_f0f][bookmark: _PAR__6_14da73c3_ec01_4763_ade8_eb4f1db0][bookmark: _LINE__11_1f9852cc_ae1e_4d6a_a1d1_7b7b81][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ac6dd79e_1e31_4f3d_ba][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9b98e817_3edc_4995_bf5b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1d4ce54d_edc7_4577_bbc][bookmark: _LINE__12_3120ec29_b2f8_4764_9abc_8741ae][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__ab6c10e7_503d_4a28_b35](2)  Child support for the support of a minor child or children of the marriage pursuant to chapter 63; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5a065295_4d9e_4b31_b568][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__735d27c6_486d_4900_8acb_ee03][bookmark: _PAR__7_8b1ad0e4_ef5c_4b63_9043_a0dd1561][bookmark: _LINE__13_2c699c6c_c838_4788_a0bb_9f7fad][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4788bf02_15d4_4fac_a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__802a4a20_593d_4df2_ae4][bookmark: _LINE__14_6f85a7aa_44a5_468c_9e37_bbe6da]P-1.  Whether the spousal support award combined with a child support obligation would be inequitable or unjust; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__30bca842_b104_45f0_8b95][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b1e66c07_fc2f_45bd_8604_9457][bookmark: _PAR__8_581aaf72_6083_4197_9222_55020da8][bookmark: _LINE__15_c50df32c_8e41_4d77_b3ea_c67d07][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e2944efc_b6ed_4d6a_b36]Q.  Any other factors the court considers appropriate.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__5ab35f1c_4882][bookmark: _PAR__9_5a536a36_d8c0_4b8d_a415_35467cbe][bookmark: _LINE__16_f5952dc7_b729_4eda_8847_570af1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__8e4d30a4_3b42_41de][bookmark: _LINE__17_7bd0cdd5_f5a0_4e2e_baa3_ecc064][bookmark: _LINE__18_2807edcf_b061_43bf_8a8f_1afa69][bookmark: _LINE__19_0d66cbab_c5be_4861_81d3_d085ee][bookmark: _LINE__20_846bb0d0_6f80_4b26_b263_ac8986][bookmark: _LINE__21_856ba180_5f4e_4457_8902_b63ef9][bookmark: _LINE__22_296e22fb_affa_4104_b6fe_a031db][bookmark: _LINE__23_b2f67344_c7a0_4332_acdc_42b746][bookmark: _LINE__24_ece363b5_b9f4_4112_9ced_46132f]Sec. 9.  Application.  This Act applies to all actions pending on or after January 1, 2027.  For a motion to modify a spousal support award that was issued before January 1, 2027, the court may not use the rebuttable presumption in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 19‑A, section 951‑A, subsection 2‑B as the basis for a finding of a substantial change in financial circumstances required to modify an award pursuant to Title 19‑A, section 951‑A, subsection 4. If a party otherwise establishes a substantial change in financial circumstances and it appears that justice requires the award to be modified, a court may consider the presumption under Title 19‑A, section 951‑A, subsection 2‑B to determine the amount of a modified award.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__714465d6_a769_4f74_a2d7_185e33][bookmark: _PAR__10_d7cce484_a71a_4985_b570_bba4d18][bookmark: _LINE__25_98745097_7243_4e5a_a093_367ea6]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__11_2a770588_212d_4382_8115_821555f][bookmark: _LINE__26_36e1b198_f0a9_40ef_b3c6_84b589][bookmark: _LINE__27_b28f59b1_9925_44a3_a60f_6f7e06]This bill makes the following changes to the laws governing the award of spousal support in cases of divorce.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_e8e55c44_67c8_47a3_b3a0_dcb5d76][bookmark: _LINE__28_57782fd4_1cc7_4a74_b5c3_160331][bookmark: _LINE__29_9348a09d_c4c4_4494_bebb_307717]1. It clarifies the conditions under which general spousal support may be awarded and when a person is entitled to it. 
[bookmark: _PAR__13_3631fad8_bea9_43ef_8719_6d95f4b][bookmark: _LINE__30_c3cdeef1_db90_44d5_af9e_faad6e][bookmark: _LINE__31_dc7e64c2_7c60_49fa_8211_9e4bfd][bookmark: _LINE__32_8e1fd569_3346_4eb0_9bb1_02c35f][bookmark: _LINE__33_08f84d74_80b0_4a84_8ae9_46c2a0][bookmark: _LINE__34_e3fd388f_81de_4c7a_9951_aded64][bookmark: _LINE__35_68ce6af5_c380_4538_b474_d47440][bookmark: _LINE__36_aa910ce8_6d5b_4e54_8c17_133ea5]2. It establishes a rebuttable presumption that a person is entitled to an award of general spousal support when at the time of filing for divorce the parties have been married for at least 10 years and the person's income is 75% or less of the other spouse's income. The bill requires that when determining whether to award spousal support, in addition to the factors set forth in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 19‑A, section 951‑A, subsection 5, a court must also consider this presumption and the presumption against awarding general spousal support that exists in current law and is allocated to a new subsection in the bill.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_082feaf2_7b93_4e37_a971_fd18dee][bookmark: _LINE__37_2516a756_8b17_46ff_bf5b_657705][bookmark: _LINE__38_87678fb0_1e7a_4a88_8fd5_216530][bookmark: _LINE__39_6a1e1a53_ff36_4d6a_9168_07df2c][bookmark: _LINE__40_bf05129d_8e47_4d15_bef9_9a42d3]3. It establishes a formula for the court to calculate the amount of general spousal support and requires that the length of an award be for an indefinite period if the parties have been married for more than 20 years.  These provisions are also rebuttable presumptions. 
[bookmark: _PAGE__5_89f8d920_7a55_4aa0_ac4d_856988e][bookmark: _PAR__1_a09246a6_eb1d_434e_91e6_61aec83c][bookmark: _LINE__1_473ac619_f366_43ec_aa30_8e8f917][bookmark: _LINE__2_1d30c174_ebd6_43c2_a3b7_223d607][bookmark: _LINE__3_075eddd3_9418_487a_a626_8ed809d]4. It clarifies how a rebuttable presumption may be rebutted and includes the requirement that any finding of the court that rebuts a rebuttable presumption must be in writing. 
[bookmark: _PAR__2_7f7a5a9d_c734_4d36_a572_07a7190c][bookmark: _LINE__4_2af5c3ce_3628_42ad_8bae_174072c][bookmark: _LINE__5_e3603ab6_c722_4a08_b17d_9708486][bookmark: _LINE__6_3542452d_c12c_4f55_bf5c_b7383ba][bookmark: _LINE__7_7ad43165_93f1_4501_83f8_d5eee27]5. It allows for a court to award a 2nd spousal support award that will begin upon the expiration of a child support obligation if a final divorce judgment includes both an award of spousal support and a child support obligation that will expire within 3 years of the date of that judgment.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_019d1b81_9d9d_40ff_bd9d_0c6cf018][bookmark: _LINE__8_d64d690d_0708_4894_9fb2_86dbd61][bookmark: _LINE__9_e3ccb8fa_c76f_47b5_bdd1_60637de][bookmark: _LINE__10_811b2a9b_eca9_4c9d_b6e4_845217]6. It amends the list of factors that a court must consider under Title 19‑A, section 951‑A, subsection 5 to modify how the court must consider the tax implications of dividing marital property and the effect of child support obligations.
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