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An Act to Establish the Independent Office of Tax Appeals and Make Other Changes to the Laws Governing the Tax Appeals Process
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7994552c_984a_4bec_8413][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__447bce6b_5498_41ea_bcf4_8ee4][bookmark: _PAR__7_6d7a1825_52fa_4338_ae6d_83c636eb][bookmark: _LINE__20_8e9247cf_5eb4_4e8d_a1d3_d742f6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__398709f0_3cae_4db0_9d7][bookmark: _LINE__21_9c8b5ab3_5e08_4c52_9c6b_bbdeb5][bookmark: _LINE__22_45cc3528_feb8_415a_a78d_758970][bookmark: _LINE__23_f90109f7_46a2_4b21_af61_080b74][bookmark: _LINE__24_0ddb8fd5_5816_4ec0_855f_f1d66e][bookmark: _LINE__25_086b5799_70f2_42dd_bebd_ab42c5][bookmark: _LINE__26_68f047a0_bc8a_4854_9229_a5e31c][bookmark: _LINE__27_9fe5c6bd_e3f4_4ac3_ad33_72e2d2][bookmark: _LINE__28_a21bac41_9a23_4978_8d13_e75d9b]B.  Within 90 days of receipt of the petition for reconsideration by the responding division, the division shall approve or deny, in whole or in part, the relief requested.  Prior to rendering its decision and during the 90 days, the division may attempt to resolve issues with the petitioner through informal discussion and settlement negotiations with the objective of narrowing the issues for an appeals conference or court review, and may concede or settle individual issues based on the facts and the law, including the hazards of litigation.  By mutual consent of the division and the petitioner, the 90 days may be extended for good cause, such as to allow further factual investigation or litigation of an issue by that or another taxpayer pending in court.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c16b0a80_2ddf_48a3_ae66][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7a4230ee_6c8d_4eab_b208_ba92][bookmark: _PAR__8_9b2b7e7a_9336_4995_849d_fc2f1189][bookmark: _LINE__29_5d3a4bcf_ff6f_4f75_9ab5_642ea9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d1efd4df_5cdf_4a83_8c8][bookmark: _LINE__30_257da373_a1a2_467e_84d1_d76550][bookmark: _LINE__31_0ace4f51_db3d_4063_83ae_c27860][bookmark: _LINE__32_e0d6a59a_e498_4d63_a541_cd8a4c][bookmark: _LINE__33_7e8335e0_9ef2_4089_ba16_5ef5ab][bookmark: _LINE__34_44936d50_4bd7_4033_93c1_c15bf2][bookmark: _LINE__35_32688df2_0cf4_4c7e_842f_327418][bookmark: _LINE__36_d4aee646_fe8a_47d7_a6b6_923c81]C.  If the matter between the division and the petitioner is not resolved within the 90-day period, and any extension thereof, the petitioner may consider the petition for reconsideration denied.  The petitioner may not consider the petition for reconsideration denied after either the reconsidered decision has been received by the petitioner or the expiration of 9 years following the filing of the petition for reconsideration, whichever occurs first.  A petition for reconsideration considered denied pursuant to this paragraph constitutes final agency action.  A petitioner elects to consider the petition for reconsideration denied pursuant to this paragraph by:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__245cfeaa_c6ba_48b8_b68e_b8a3][bookmark: _PAR__11_6257b9a2_9122_4fe0_a12d_d12118d][bookmark: _LINE__41_67bc6178_be9d_42e8_8e79_a63852][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__80999472_879a_4c4c_a4ab][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cd29445b_951b_408a_b74][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__03811178_3906_45b9_8e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4f0b8c70_d05b_4418_a5][bookmark: _LINE__42_fc54725c_4dd6_4c4c_91cd_7129c4](a)  Filing a statement of appeal with the board office when the amount of tax or refund request in controversy is $500,000 or less; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__2881956f_c923_493b_bdc6_a0ff][bookmark: _PAR__12_16ce9b9a_d1d7_4aae_b6cb_eb00ff3][bookmark: _LINE__43_064e63e5_6a53_4d62_928b_411cf7][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__dc8014a6_9609_4523_91d7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5df146a8_1d0b_46e0_b2c](b)  Filing a petition for review in Superior Court.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c72396b5_ea90_43cb_9176][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f2a4fdbb_69be_42ee_a0b9_052c][bookmark: _PAGE__3_8a77fc52_932e_4b56_98e1_26a3e9f][bookmark: _PAR__1_40d3c63e_f4f5_4190_85aa_c1f58215][bookmark: _LINE__1_331264ca_cdf1_4bd0_8d61_0bf4cb5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__14f16ceb_2c8e_461d_8c5][bookmark: _LINE__2_fe348911_88bb_415f_8234_559185a]D.  A reconsideration by the division is not an adjudicatory proceeding within the meaning of that term in the Maine Administrative Procedure Act.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7d213d91_9606_4aad_b54d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__137a9997_b6b0_49be_8c51_604a][bookmark: _PAR__2_3f1dad0d_7dbc_487d_9253_37483c3a][bookmark: _LINE__3_ffcbaf9b_ba8d_42b7_a3db_85d939f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6f61d3e0_2057_4677_9bb][bookmark: _LINE__4_8620d03c_eedd_46a9_850e_1ce8c63][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d0494326_8467_42aa_93][bookmark: _LINE__5_3b210a62_f1e6_423f_8df3_b33cbeb][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ecc69135_d1f3_4a0e_a6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d0ea3789_7681_4657_b5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ecf5a6c2_5021_445c_b1][bookmark: _LINE__6_85105eab_abb3_457f_864a_181f0c4][bookmark: _LINE__7_dd2d9edb_c953_4186_a939_2464ae7][bookmark: _LINE__8_f97d8a2e_ecfe_4514_acb1_145e37c][bookmark: _LINE__9_ac704de7_f7f6_46ba_886d_fdba42b][bookmark: _LINE__10_9fb0f921_6371_4a12_9c80_b3c34a][bookmark: _LINE__11_7298aa8b_0ba5_4f3d_a732_5d774b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b2f51c7b_036d_4909_b5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__15f7bd5e_84c7_4a01_b2]E.  A reconsidered decision rendered on any request other than a small claim request constitutes the assessor's final determination, subject to review either by the board office or directly by the Superior Court, except that the board office may review a reconsidered decision rendered on any request other than a small claim request if the amount of tax or refund request in controversy is $500,000 or less.  A reconsidered decision rendered on a small claim request constitutes the assessor's final determination and final agency action and is subject to de novo review by the Superior Court.  For purposes of this paragraph, "small claim request" means a petition for reconsideration when the amount of tax or refund request in controversy is less than $1,000 $500.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__061e2685_f03a_4e3b_bd4c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__79db6562_53ff_4936_9c68_ff4e][bookmark: _PAR__3_5f114175_1349_4b09_8995_8d9e240b][bookmark: _LINE__12_af2186a2_49b2_4a40_a6b1_c3510b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__28edb467_7278_43b2_9f0]F.  A person who wishes to appeal a reconsidered decision under this section:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__3508e204_992a_452c_9d1e_0e0][bookmark: _PAR__4_17be0343_c909_4fd3_a6ee_3773c5e3][bookmark: _LINE__13_f6bf3f98_8811_4cce_ab27_7d58bb][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3b9d6d67_4441_4789_96ca][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f4fd4a96_e3f2_445b_8f4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f625d3c1_dac8_4216_81][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b6352bc3_0a76_483c_b5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__02c441b6_d6f9_4bc5_ba][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__996845f8_4b62_4711_97][bookmark: _LINE__14_07981310_38ea_4aca_be8a_d8a14c](1)  To the board office must file a written statement of appeal with the board office within 60 days after receipt of the reconsidered decision; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__2f6f4d21_9188_436d_b366_dd3][bookmark: _PAR__5_c6102b7b_ff54_4fb8_8e5d_b6c23577][bookmark: _LINE__15_c1dfc56c_13c1_4548_af25_5cd52a][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__949f686d_e064_4aec_95fc][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c47acd47_3fa9_4703_8f3][bookmark: _LINE__16_99d86dfa_faf2_41be_ab28_593333](2)  Directly to the Superior Court must file a petition for review in the Superior Court within 60 days after receipt of the reconsidered decision.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0fff8d35_be7a_4516_858][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8047ad4a_cc77_4442_ac55_9257][bookmark: _PAR__6_12d87b01_0f04_480e_8c01_a6e1dbf8][bookmark: _LINE__17_3004c27d_ac1c_4a8a_918f_2bbee0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__86feec63_7008_4254_92][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a7fb1993_d7fb_4fb3_92][bookmark: _LINE__18_724f6e85_31b1_4eeb_9ffb_e7db29][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ab568e40_dd69_4fa2_ba][bookmark: _LINE__19_abe2b65d_63d4_4ba5_a5fa_7a9163]If a person does not file a request for review with the board office or the Superior Court within the time period specified in this paragraph, the reconsidered decision becomes final and no further review is available.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8299bc83_0b27_42ce_a586][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e5f50353_f620_4669_b68f_d7b0][bookmark: _PAR__7_3d2284a4_8c2e_4601_aca7_ffec16dd][bookmark: _LINE__20_89d58d16_1a49_402d_9d9f_ac0620][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fdef2aa1_6223_40b5_839][bookmark: _LINE__21_3709c10d_f11a_471c_a605_008c5e][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__124bd056_f26a_4747_b3a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__dd862182_4197_41e6_9b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4f9ec6e8_2a20_40f1_8f][bookmark: _LINE__22_a9874089_d88b_43c9_8637_955ab6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f38e2f7a_f60a_4242_8a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a76bec2c_53d3_4652_99][bookmark: _LINE__23_432f0337_1b6b_428d_a202_478554][bookmark: _LINE__24_52febe29_9f02_493c_bf09_98b7c8]G.  Upon receipt of a statement of appeal or petition for review filed by a person pursuant to paragraph F, the board office or Superior Court shall conduct a de novo hearing and make a de novo determination of the merits of the case.  The board office or Superior Court shall enter those orders and decrees as the case may require.  The burden of proof is on the person, except as otherwise provided by law.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__419874f9_231f_4f37][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__0d8921e7_6922_479b_b4c2_9][bookmark: _PAR__8_91bb9b73_82e8_4a25_aaa3_44338f9c][bookmark: _LINE__25_fc66010f_5271_45ea_bb32_88a8e2][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__e13c731c_70c2_4d2b_8f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__2eb6deba_776c_403d][bookmark: _LINE__26_1cbf9a05_4146_4d46_a50d_54762c]Sec. B-7.  36 MRSA §151-A, sub-§2, as amended by PL 2013, c. 331, Pt. C, §4 and affected by §41, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a49986e1_58f7_48a6_b5b5][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__2a2042c8_720e_42d6_9f77_6f3][bookmark: _PAR__9_9f932fab_ea10_4d64_9d40_81ae8a3c][bookmark: _LINE__27_2dad468c_860e_48c6_95d9_67a335][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__38e1a69a_f9d6_4d80_ba][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c57c0fe2_a121_40e7_a1d][bookmark: _LINE__28_21cbb8b7_6c25_4833_bfcb_fec1e2][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__ac82e82b_30de_4264_aac][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e8474257_cb79_4e86_a3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a760f2ab_32fa_4479_95][bookmark: _LINE__29_59f5f48f_12c5_4cac_b126_3edfec][bookmark: _LINE__30_84934013_4251_48fd_bb64_018741][bookmark: _LINE__31_4013f80c_11dc_4c07_a625_d2d9d6][bookmark: _LINE__32_47926aeb_eb8b_4491_807d_eb5a25][bookmark: _LINE__33_8f30fb0b_dc08_4bf9_9f42_e931d6][bookmark: _LINE__34_e873731b_8515_454b_8e6b_622cbe][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__38b37788_dd99_4158_bb][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ada71e51_e5f4_4a21_a3][bookmark: _LINE__35_d497b269_8b2a_4884_a4e9_3d806d][bookmark: _LINE__36_a144f796_7509_40e7_a04c_382d7e][bookmark: _LINE__37_dc218e72_7e80_47cc_a38b_bfcbc7]2.  Representative of taxpayer.  The taxpayer may bring to any interview with the State Tax Assessor or to any proceeding pursuant to section 151‑D 151-E any attorney, certified public accountant, enrolled agent, enrolled actuary or any other person permitted to represent the taxpayer.  If the taxpayer does not bring anyone to the interview or proceeding but clearly states at any time during the interview or proceeding that the taxpayer wishes to consult with an attorney, certified public accountant, enrolled agent, enrolled actuary or any other person permitted to represent the taxpayer, the State Tax Assessor shall suspend the interview or the board office shall suspend the proceeding.  The suspension must occur even if the taxpayer has answered one or more questions before that point in the interview or proceeding.  The interview must be rescheduled to be held within 10 working days.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__0df588b4_bc53_4e28][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__e87609ee_ffe4_47ba_bb6b_b][bookmark: _PAR__10_0b1b6eaa_8a09_4666_85b1_3317c3d][bookmark: _LINE__38_aebde67b_d800_4be0_a41c_851575][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__4c0c3976_6d72_4800_94][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f3498217_e35f_487a][bookmark: _LINE__39_7db54804_e217_4682_8a82_7f78cf]Sec. B-8.  36 MRSA §151-D, as amended by PL 2013, c. 331, Pt. B, §§1 and 2, is repealed.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__e5a9c885_e57c_41a2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__061e7696_ff33_4981_87af_b][bookmark: _PAR__11_4efaed80_6b12_4a3a_95e3_fba9b94][bookmark: _LINE__40_6b59077b_e5b5_447e_a40a_14a8df][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__5900f42d_d84d_4135_a3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__e82f69ad_44f7_4937]Sec. B-9.  36 MRSA §151-E is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__04c5697e_0c45_4ef5_ac0a_0354][bookmark: _PAR__12_763d6550_ac32_4807_82cb_2f67214][bookmark: _LINE__41_e73735c7_94c4_4262_a3f5_442fa1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f436f356_697c_47f8_b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a34c898d_84a2_4700_93c8][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__15167066_2d20_44dc_88]§151-E.  Independent Office of Tax Appeals
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__054ea917_e6a4_4fa5_8489][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__a73458f8_b239_41fb_ad23_44f][bookmark: _PAR__13_a3fd595b_2912_4b71_aca1_b935935][bookmark: _LINE__42_fceefcef_957d_497b_a97e_b0a1fa][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__9eb79904_0b47_41de_ba][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a34980e9_44c7_47ca_913][bookmark: _LINE__43_d3e64c9c_5da9_49f3_86b0_3fd9db][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__dffe058c_0a15_486f_8325_fdc][bookmark: _PAGE__4_05324062_b26d_44b4_a2d7_7d6400a][bookmark: _PAR__1_7fc54c66_4f57_4c04_bd23_494f86e7][bookmark: _LINE__1_c80e42ef_f3a3_4326_b875_3427e90][bookmark: _LINE__2_7ffc10ea_3a1a_480f_beb8_9ef169b][bookmark: _LINE__3_1fc508e8_42d0_4bff_8001_903977e][bookmark: _LINE__4_1ad022f1_0a83_4ad3_91fb_abda8fd][bookmark: _LINE__5_a425a25e_32bd_4007_9d70_b02f772][bookmark: _LINE__6_ae0f1048_237e_44ef_ae27_29a8652][bookmark: _LINE__7_2a7e846d_bcc8_414e_bc45_5222947]1.  Office established; purpose.  There is established within the Department of Administrative and Financial Services the Independent Office of Tax Appeals to hear and decide appeals from decisions of the State Tax Assessor as provided by this section. The office is independent of and is not subject to the supervision or control of the State Tax Assessor or any other employee of the bureau. The purpose of the office is to provide taxpayers with a fair, low-cost and easily accessible forum for resolving tax disputes with the bureau, to ensure due process and to provide an alternative to appealing a reconsidered decision of the assessor directly to the Superior Court pursuant to section 151, subsection 2, paragraph F, subparagraph (2).
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c029acd9_4177_4eb5_8f2f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__4276519f_fd85_4e47_b023_a4c][bookmark: _PAR__2_42f67b58_9d06_424d_8bbe_38cebc6c][bookmark: _LINE__8_d7f00551_0b20_4cab_b844_ee2ff2b][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__bead557e_c9cc_47bf_b1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__39a2c9d5_fdba_4090_b8d][bookmark: _LINE__9_560650b2_9ed5_4d75_81dc_fd01d65][bookmark: _LINE__10_b46e1cd1_9ac2_4dea_9cf3_8f80d6][bookmark: _LINE__11_f0b30bf0_a992_4b00_affe_d0299e][bookmark: _LINE__12_515af8ea_2104_44bd_8319_8268b3][bookmark: _LINE__13_4c484be1_172c_4551_831a_9ab523][bookmark: _LINE__14_57eaf80e_141d_4372_9b48_f12d09]2.  Composition of office; appointment; office location.  The office is composed of the Chief Hearing Officer, appointed by and serving at the pleasure of the Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services; hearing officers; and an administrative staff person hired by the commissioner or the Chief Hearing Officer. The hearing officers may be referred to as either "appeals officer" or "hearing officer."  The Chief Hearing Officer is an unclassified employee at salary range 33.  Other staff of the office are hired as classified employees subject to the Civil Service Law.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__52ba38d6_95d9_4b84_82be_cd71][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5c403868_4f31_45a1_92c][bookmark: _PAR__3_2e14f833_f2cf_47bb_92b6_bb4feca6][bookmark: _LINE__15_9670d049_d855_482b_955e_99e535][bookmark: _LINE__16_4c3e69ed_9c8e_474b_be48_8d51b0][bookmark: _LINE__17_6494bc95_68c6_4c03_a7dd_27063d]The office shall establish and maintain office space in the City of Augusta. The office may meet and conduct appeals conferences and hearings under subsection 8 at any place within the State and remotely pursuant to rules adopted pursuant to subsection 10.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9f987912_3d23_4e57_a359][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__7968602c_82d0_41e3_aefb_247][bookmark: _PAR__4_31b774ba_4f5f_4043_8b72_f33c4d1f][bookmark: _LINE__18_d20c6a29_9373_435c_b048_dbb467][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__75322063_0287_448d_8f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e2f71293_c5e7_4863_848][bookmark: _LINE__19_e72f9bb4_9e66_4301_8e91_d52350][bookmark: _LINE__20_e6db159c_d6f5_4d8c_8795_75ed38][bookmark: _LINE__21_c3f732af_af1b_4a42_91e4_072cc9][bookmark: _LINE__22_9f7cc0a3_c018_4fd4_b054_d76959]3.  Qualifications.  The Chief Hearing Officer and hearing officers must be residents of this State and members of the bar of this State with substantial knowledge of tax law. The Chief Hearing Officer and hearing officers may not hold any elective office or any public office involving assessment of taxes or administration of any of the tax laws of this State. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2524ea49_14c0_413f_bfcf][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__edcc8238_eb47_43da_abec_48d][bookmark: _PAR__5_a558cd95_9e5c_43db_a845_c7af15de][bookmark: _LINE__23_5e927407_af07_46a3_a3fb_1dfe54][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__4d70203d_844e_4c36_92][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a258e2fa_b82d_407e_909][bookmark: _LINE__24_5d820169_06d4_4a98_ae4d_55fb38]4.  Powers and duties.  The office has all powers as are necessary to carry out its duties, including the following:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__245ce9ca_bcc5_4998_9461][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__eda57f80_5d23_4be8_be78_1ca4][bookmark: _PAR__6_35446f9f_8d53_4681_90e8_9ca94b58][bookmark: _LINE__25_7b9a1c4a_710d_407f_8c82_29b15e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__92eb30e8_c4e8_40c7_b6c]A.  To hear and determine appeals in accordance with this section;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a4f23fdd_aeaa_4f2b_908c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__27411bf3_db28_4e88_b403_7417][bookmark: _PAR__7_ad62b3b6_b8ba_4f7d_9f22_96ee33f8][bookmark: _LINE__26_6b76b9e6_ed04_4772_a831_c55615][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e457d39e_85fc_4de8_944]B.  To raise or lower assessments to conform to the law;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__dc4911d7_a27a_4787_8c0c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c4a9e1dd_5194_4915_b8bf_f32a][bookmark: _PAR__8_da37fdca_c488_4bfe_8a4a_c2740985][bookmark: _LINE__27_e01c7d55_2701_49fd_974d_25946f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__11085545_4bd7_485e_8f5][bookmark: _LINE__28_7deabf26_f5a7_4ffb_aed0_baa667]C.  To adopt rules in accordance with the Maine Administrative Procedure Act governing procedures before the office pursuant to subsection 10;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6cd125bd_2163_4dd9_8fd7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__33b8db73_581e_4be2_a48b_19cf][bookmark: _PAR__9_8eaf1a02_320a_42cf_8677_9ed5a97e][bookmark: _LINE__29_61d8fcca_6c00_45c2_aa18_0ae495][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7f3df368_a2d0_4b74_96e][bookmark: _LINE__30_a35a3bed_ad0f_4640_b8de_5daeb3][bookmark: _LINE__31_21299a76_b17f_41ac_a791_b97d4d]D.  To administer oaths, take testimony, hold hearings, summon witnesses and subpoena records, files and documents the office considers necessary for carrying out its responsibilities; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0db1846c_141d_4f83_82b1][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__3f1c5e05_5070_4c72_8e77_4c1c][bookmark: _PAR__10_e9c2cae2_7ec0_43ea_b620_39bb607][bookmark: _LINE__32_2617fe97_caa3_452f_b278_b7e16c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__36b1cb8d_98a3_4073_919]E.  To charge a fee for filing a petition with the office for an appeal. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__04f53e4a_a596_4560_900b_ef75][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b7054cad_483a_4807_a37][bookmark: _PAR__11_dcebc9bf_369f_45ed_800b_9855142][bookmark: _LINE__33_9267118b_367d_4ac5_80d8_5f6396][bookmark: _LINE__34_e2340ee5_a2fb_4461_9d45_00ce78][bookmark: _LINE__35_87807179_7f38_4b29_9c64_a185e4]The Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services may assign other duties to the hearing officers consistent with this subsection, including assisting the State Board of Property Tax Review.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f1577221_b049_4bbc_9fa6][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__b7e04e60_8bee_49fd_80aa_49c][bookmark: _PAR__12_af966976_c40a_4a06_9cf6_e044a78][bookmark: _LINE__36_57b38cf9_158e_42a2_86a9_b4cbd0][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__1bf8f634_0901_45e6_a8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__08e8f0c7_df20_46f2_b48][bookmark: _LINE__37_c383b8e8_d32d_48dd_a404_e519ed][bookmark: _LINE__38_cbee818f_e2d7_4c90_a512_9be46a]5. Chief Hearing Officer; duties.  Under the supervision and direction of the Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services, the Chief Hearing Officer shall manage the work of the office, including:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__64930546_6935_4ae2_aac7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__06f4cc5e_c94d_4fc9_a3c7_d797][bookmark: _PAR__13_94a8017a_4725_41c6_bc20_ad77fd2][bookmark: _LINE__39_5e4b7e1d_adf5_47fd_9053_d84350][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4b1eba78_9f39_43a8_a44][bookmark: _LINE__40_c197f61e_65b6_469c_9400_5c08d7][bookmark: _LINE__41_93eab5f3_2d26_4990_b62a_3def31]A.  Ensuring that the office provides taxpayers with a low-cost and easily accessible forum for resolving tax disputes with the bureau filed with the office under section 151, including the use of mediation when appropriate, and ensuring due process; 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9363e761_b8f7_4d83_ad3e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__49e3b32e_c490_41cf_834a_af25][bookmark: _PAGE__5_4afadf86_5180_4733_8104_61d4745][bookmark: _PAR__1_b1772660_cecb_4ba3_a88b_e346e240][bookmark: _LINE__1_c577c7c9_00ae_4bcd_a300_20f4690][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cb7424ee_7cbf_46dd_991][bookmark: _LINE__2_c889a43e_9fae_4a24_87e5_45d2c78]B.  Assigning a hearing officer to preside over an appeal forwarded to the office under section 151;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0cc1a3e8_8524_4112_baf8][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f0176747_b125_4a2c_8ca1_60a7][bookmark: _PAR__2_9a738247_d578_4db2_aeb9_49463691][bookmark: _LINE__3_90dc7e57_c0dd_4a98_8946_4893f7a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__830e22d2_7114_4b8e_92f][bookmark: _LINE__4_96bce636_b1d2_408a_8bf4_be80de7]C.  Developing, adopting and implementing rules, policies and procedures to carry out the provisions of this section and section 151 and to comply with all applicable laws;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3d81695b_b14f_4664_a0e9][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c212254a_796f_454c_9ee9_187a][bookmark: _PAR__3_02f59d2f_ce68_464e_8b26_e08e9eb7][bookmark: _LINE__5_0eb668ae_179a_4ecd_b40e_7b5f2c7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__dea81580_bdc6_4580_8bc]D.  Ensuring proper records of all matters, hearings and transactions of the office;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c562abf3_c72a_486a_9559][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ebea6c1a_7c99_41a4_8e04_3f38][bookmark: _PAR__4_3566d75d_3266_4c40_81b3_3456123d][bookmark: _LINE__6_599f32c1_f80f_4033_b72c_72f8632][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__68955767_33b4_456d_a35][bookmark: _LINE__7_dd1b716a_7966_456f_8dba_0dd033f][bookmark: _LINE__8_37e6af8f_7283_4590_8984_5443910][bookmark: _LINE__9_4fd3be07_d7dd_4845_a964_1a91214]E.  Assigning duties to the office's administrative staff person to provide administrative staff assistance to the State Board of Property Tax Review consistent with the appeals workload of the office and as requested by that board under section 271, subsection 4; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__af84cc2f_d01e_4661_8e6f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__356cb831_4692_4ba6_b830_40ac][bookmark: _PAR__5_dbaba5b2_636c_44bc_b5e7_70b2127e][bookmark: _LINE__10_823902ae_4ffb_4d21_951f_25dc60][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f74a85c9_e961_4832_91d][bookmark: _LINE__11_21a3e253_32b1_43a9_bbb8_348188]F.  Ensuring that assignment of duties to hearing officers comports with conflicts of interest standards and other ethics standards.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d433e56c_3d02_43ea_9aab][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__e57a7c45_6e61_4322_b4ae_c4f][bookmark: _PAR__6_6bb35565_42ee_4b02_8448_890f3069][bookmark: _LINE__12_e3031544_9d9a_4a70_886f_9f2fc1][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__2897a4d5_109f_4462_83][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__680574bd_7be5_495f_a0a][bookmark: _LINE__13_b344ad64_4304_4466_bf9f_a00cf9][bookmark: _LINE__14_74d84c21_39ab_4758_8da6_829fa0][bookmark: _LINE__15_978f73f3_47af_4512_bdc4_ae3475]6. Procedures for filing petitions for appeal.  An appeal to the office pursuant to section 151 must be commenced by filing a petition for appeal with the office and paying the appropriate filing fee if required.  Upon receipt, a copy of the petition must be provided to the State Tax Assessor and to the Office of the Attorney General.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e3365074_37da_44f6_bf74_0b25][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__de5014b3_78d3_483c_856][bookmark: _PAR__7_91fe07e1_35be_422e_87c5_e34a0947][bookmark: _LINE__16_f2d14ea7_659b_4c69_95e6_cc3787][bookmark: _LINE__17_224f2cc1_c6ae_4404_b7e8_21898f][bookmark: _LINE__18_5afca126_8eb1_4e36_af45_7af41e][bookmark: _LINE__19_05ab78dc_7b88_4ad5_b82e_8c8f89][bookmark: _LINE__20_3d2a5d28_0bfe_4e83_8e07_5f6d7a][bookmark: _LINE__21_1556abef_7d8f_48d0_aad3_5cc6d9]Filing a petition for appeal with the office may be accomplished by delivery of the petition to the office by mail addressed to the office. All papers to be filed that are transmitted by the United States Postal Service are deemed filed on the day the papers are deposited in the mail as provided in section 153. The office shall place a petition for appeal that is filed without payment of a required filing fee on the docket and shall notify the petitioner that the appeal will not be processed further without payment. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6433fd37_6a81_4a5a_b301][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__19d72b6a_6557_45b3_af93_05a][bookmark: _PAR__8_137e5d10_9917_4f51_895d_fc25796b][bookmark: _LINE__22_67659b48_8154_4c2b_a34b_768416][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f83aa35e_5671_425b_a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f4f4c40b_b888_4b30_8f3][bookmark: _LINE__23_4b85909b_9bdd_4aa2_a3e7_96db6f][bookmark: _LINE__24_f8a13aab_eaf2_4160_aa85_055037][bookmark: _LINE__25_6e6d958a_5fef_4dd1_ad9b_c08512][bookmark: _LINE__26_5b3925f6_b9ea_4ed2_b931_0d559f][bookmark: _LINE__27_f504a93e_fa61_4650_b4c7_28d1b1][bookmark: _LINE__28_52aaee10_e51c_4f4f_a267_b0b5c8]7. Case scheduling conference.  A hearing officer shall set a date and time for a scheduling conference to identify the issues in dispute, set a date for filing of briefs and supporting materials, set a date for the appeals conference if one is requested and facilitate the parties' efforts to narrow or resolve all or part of the appeal through settlement or stipulation.  An appeal with an amount of tax or refund request in controversy of $50,000 or less must be heard and determined by the office on a priority basis over its other docketed cases.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c5c9ba62_f0fe_419b_9db1][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f531e08f_5662_4b8b_b0d4_19e][bookmark: _PAR__9_51d52c6b_ae23_41f2_be80_709e6a71][bookmark: _LINE__29_459281b1_91aa_4478_946a_dcf95e][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__9d9e67d5_2770_41f4_a7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__07400611_07a2_486b_8fe][bookmark: _LINE__30_a70e5c8b_97f0_4f71_857b_075528]8. Hearing and determination of cases.  Cases must be heard and determined by the office as follows.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7f592576_c3c3_404f_93b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__dc758a11_2f4d_4a28_b737_03fa][bookmark: _PAR__10_b66b7ba6_6c54_486e_b10d_e5a52ca][bookmark: _LINE__31_a1938e74_27ab_47ca_8ced_e6c660][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bce286a8_5547_4ef6_aff][bookmark: _LINE__32_18b16510_8b48_4281_9b0b_ec178a][bookmark: _LINE__33_a220926d_3968_4c00_aafa_992207][bookmark: _LINE__34_664f65fc_5ce0_4d15_830a_a68bc7]A.  The assigned hearing officer shall preside over the case. The hearing officer has the authority to administer oaths, take testimony, summon witnesses and subpoena records, files and documents the hearing officer considers necessary for carrying out the responsibilities of the office.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e893f78f_a2f4_4690_bb3c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a96ad40f_438f_4d4a_ab8c_2ee1][bookmark: _PAR__11_6e53b2fd_c4a8_47db_8341_727c272][bookmark: _LINE__35_db6cc26c_b0b1_424c_89af_3c4d68][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4e626d41_2275_406f_9d2][bookmark: _LINE__36_3d358463_4b57_4f4a_a824_00107f][bookmark: _LINE__37_73c786ab_8702_42a2_9828_fd3d39][bookmark: _LINE__38_3d8061df_5cdd_4513_b12e_9512e5][bookmark: _LINE__39_7f181d79_49a5_4792_afa9_533236][bookmark: _LINE__40_2a81a645_4c47_49ab_8129_15a087][bookmark: _LINE__41_ddaef615_5c44_4281_86ae_4b08e3][bookmark: _LINE__42_0288d483_067d_47b2_bed7_bc3ac2][bookmark: _LINE__43_f8ba376d_a802_4623_8c18_3222b2]B.  If requested by a petitioner in the statement of appeal or at the scheduling conference, the office shall hold an appeals conference to receive additional information and to hear arguments regarding the assessment or determination.  The hearing officer shall provide the petitioner with at least 10 business days' notice of the date, time and place of the appeals conference. The appeals conference may be held with fewer than 10 business days' notice if a mutually convenient date, time and place can be arranged. If the petitioner does not request an appeals hearing in the statement of appeal or at the scheduling conference, the appeals officer shall determine the matter based on written submissions by the petitioner and the State Tax Assessor. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__18502d73_472f_4866_b8e9][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d28abccc_5dd4_4df4_b5d8_bb50][bookmark: _PAGE__6_9946fde9_8f33_410d_90b8_fc7d535][bookmark: _PAR__1_2cee50f1_28c7_4d30_a4ff_c29d9248][bookmark: _LINE__1_0c140b68_20bc_41f6_9e7b_ffb2747][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__87591915_e151_44dd_85b][bookmark: _LINE__2_4ad443c3_a85c_49d0_a68a_9bda057]C.  The hearing officer need not observe the rules of evidence observed by courts but shall observe the rules of privilege recognized by law.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0a7e606c_b246_4a68_9d48][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6c13956f_c798_4904_8a9b_f58c][bookmark: _PAR__2_b8f676a2_a05e_4659_8ce5_554f2c89][bookmark: _LINE__3_66800258_7fcb_449a_bd39_c76add0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bbbbd297_e270_4e5d_926][bookmark: _LINE__4_2b6c45bd_8080_4a4f_a4ea_a077f65][bookmark: _LINE__5_fd465435_13a4_4d98_b9e5_e81c554][bookmark: _LINE__6_c955fc03_64e1_4294_8f81_a3ae3d3]D.  Both a petitioner and the State Tax Assessor may submit to the hearing officer, whether or not an appeals conference has been requested pursuant to paragraph B, written testimony in the form of an affidavit, documentary evidence and written legal argument and written factual argument.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__52535124_50a1_45ba_a617][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9544391a_3ff7_48db_802a_c2d9][bookmark: _PAR__3_53c0d0ff_9d5d_445f_b946_b367efdf][bookmark: _LINE__7_14804c97_f980_4483_ae83_ce656ff][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e043a304_e8c3_4129_82c][bookmark: _LINE__8_9ff1d0df_a952_424e_9826_64fd485]E.  The hearing officer may encourage the petitioner and the State Tax Assessor to resolve disputed issues.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__832fe194_9e67_4101_9cec][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1707cc86_35c7_4606_9837_8636][bookmark: _PAR__4_074d67c9_55cf_47df_adb4_7a2eb2c1][bookmark: _LINE__9_9058029b_43a5_4320_a0c9_5b72ea2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8467fb48_bdbe_46b7_9dd][bookmark: _LINE__10_7439a0db_ac07_4807_a334_0f18b0][bookmark: _LINE__11_ac646a2a_3323_4e06_9e76_60d705]F.  Except when otherwise provided by law, a petitioner has the burden of proving, by a preponderance of the evidence, that the State Tax Assessor has erred in applying or interpreting the relevant law.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9d8b0a4f_5de5_4cbb_9e9b_fc4b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e69bf713_2627_4b70_923][bookmark: _PAR__5_5d73c854_1dcc_4bd2_afca_296b9dab][bookmark: _LINE__12_a36b4e1f_c50a_4def_a515_91f109][bookmark: _LINE__13_a9aca1e7_6f6c_4905_8fdd_6ab13c][bookmark: _LINE__14_887f64bc_113d_40c3_86b9_37867b][bookmark: _LINE__15_d7c54e29_c404_47c7_9817_b82101][bookmark: _LINE__16_de41b5d9_c8ee_4601_9092_67f6e4][bookmark: _LINE__17_0b3078fc_d911_4603_9df1_b13274][bookmark: _LINE__18_14b67b1f_7858_440c_bb2a_c637f8]The appeals officer shall exercise independent judgment. The hearing officers and other office staff may not have any ex parte communications with the parties, or with any other employee of the Department of Administrative and Financial Services except those employees in the office; however, the hearing officers and other administrative staff persons may have ex parte communication limited to questions that involve ministerial or other administrative matters that do not address the substance of the issues or position taken by the petitioner or the State Tax Assessor.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3cfee36e_16c2_4420_96eb][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7f290e74_82aa_4a60_9878_5d84][bookmark: _PAR__6_186c0dae_fe89_4354_a63e_88ef14e6][bookmark: _LINE__19_e51947fe_7e37_40cf_8a74_f82dae][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1165ec8b_84aa_4b55_bc0][bookmark: _LINE__20_a8617cef_74ad_4016_9647_caf9e3][bookmark: _LINE__21_1fb0675c_78c1_4565_9ecb_f1ee02][bookmark: _LINE__22_ba33f1af_de73_4334_8298_6b7ba2][bookmark: _LINE__23_f6afe950_f366_47a6_bffe_6c6ea3][bookmark: _LINE__24_a8102f7a_d6f4_4800_99f0_c723e1][bookmark: _LINE__25_5067c9bf_8922_4e1d_aaf5_deaf41]G.  The hearing officer shall prepare a decision on the appeal based upon the evidence and argument presented. The decision must be in written form and must state findings of fact and conclusions of law. The office shall issue and deliver copies of the decision to the parties.  Unless the decision is revised by the office under rules adopted by the office pursuant to subsection 10, the decision is final and is subject to appeal under subsection 9.  A revised decision is final, is not subject to further revision by the office and is subject to appeal under subsection 9.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2cc122fd_0cf7_4d0a_9944][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__ee0af5c8_0287_4ee7_81f1_aa6][bookmark: _PAR__7_f5118eb6_13ca_475b_9b28_7a4c04d4][bookmark: _LINE__26_8de224db_667e_44af_92b4_ddab5f][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__807472e3_f691_44fb_81][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d15f1dc2_5b0b_4116_906][bookmark: _LINE__27_647092da_6b06_4b27_9888_a600f2][bookmark: _LINE__28_02200e94_17d3_467d_acf6_97b8e7][bookmark: _LINE__29_533f7ad7_5c35_4cb4_bfe4_c09176][bookmark: _LINE__30_6b4b71da_34bd_48b1_9487_4d7eae][bookmark: _LINE__31_a5c24484_2c90_4522_bf86_f26352][bookmark: _LINE__32_c9eb8af9_5ef0_4981_a948_e55140][bookmark: _LINE__33_7214cc64_f9be_4f6b_8129_61ca48]9.  Appeal to Superior Court.  A determination by the office is not an adjudicatory proceeding within the meaning of that term in the Maine Administrative Procedure Act. A decision of the office constitutes the final administrative decision on the appeal and is subject to de novo review by the Superior Court. The burden of proof is on the taxpayer.  A person who wishes to appeal a final decision of the office to the Superior Court must file a petition for review within 60 days after receipt of the decision. If a person does not file a request for review with the Superior Court within the period specified in this subsection, no further review is available.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__68bd64a4_6f9a_40fd_9cf1][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__b4ef2a23_854d_4353_98cd_b81][bookmark: _PAR__8_85a7b981_1198_4448_b93e_09cd2770][bookmark: _LINE__34_04a08957_00ff_4f12_963c_6a64ff][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__b979e23a_0a0b_4840_a5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ccfdd6de_887b_4646_993][bookmark: _LINE__35_4429ad7b_3b67_48ba_ad19_e05590][bookmark: _LINE__36_26b32356_2eb4_4f55_8219_0ab030][bookmark: _LINE__37_4c2adad6_1e2d_49b7_918b_540313][bookmark: _LINE__38_050e82ff_2007_4ecc_a58c_275812][bookmark: _LINE__39_edc4458d_1b04_41f6_9702_0a64d6]10. Rules.  Subject to any applicable requirements of the Maine Administrative Procedure Act, the office shall adopt rules to accomplish the purposes of this section. Those rules may define terms, prescribe forms and make suitable orders of procedure to ensure the speedy, efficient, just and inexpensive disposition of all proceedings under this section. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__857f198d_6740_4f8c_9279][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__5af25a87_b0fb_48cc_9f33_4de][bookmark: _PAR__9_f82ff6ba_cf59_4f0f_a91e_8e704869][bookmark: _LINE__40_f689522c_5f31_4ee4_a7d5_6939fa][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ec1d4a58_dccc_42bd_95][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__30b5cdec_3f46_4ecb_a87][bookmark: _LINE__41_4618f9f7_d45a_41af_a894_68616c][bookmark: _LINE__42_df37f771_a804_4d46_bc8c_135533][bookmark: _LINE__43_2fd4fd65_424f_4baf_8b5b_0e176c]11. Annual report.  By January 15, 2027 and annually thereafter, the office shall prepare and submit a report on the activities of the office to the Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__42750b57_8adf_43a1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__369134f1_bb69_4252_9c82_9][bookmark: _PAGE__7_2f8a2a7b_230d_4b56_b5a1_29951be][bookmark: _PAR__1_24ee15da_b33e_41d4_89b9_cd2c2bc3][bookmark: _LINE__1_386d8507_6f92_451f_bbfa_e7a1e2f][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__9f41c550_a66b_416f_b2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__308d9703_f9b0_4395][bookmark: _LINE__2_3b6cacbf_36eb_4700_bd8b_6e25bf2]Sec. B-10.  36 MRSA §191, sub-§2, ¶C, as amended by PL 2023, c. 360, Pt. A, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__96b0d971_0a4e_49b8_8e04][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__3a33e70c_1a2b_4510_8faa_b8b3][bookmark: _PAR__2_ad526ff7_c146_47c4_8d5e_4bc228c0][bookmark: _LINE__3_69575148_54b5_45b6_acfa_6c3d342][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c9418c40_6d2e_450d_9d4][bookmark: _LINE__4_3c412483_c051_499b_81b7_070ac9f][bookmark: _LINE__5_e06fa00e_c86e_4fa1_b1e2_f9fe14e][bookmark: _LINE__6_37cfe656_d41a_43e6_b3cb_1268cf7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__28795bc4_6037_4f9c_bd][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__72990462_2efd_43c2_bd][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__12dde564_709f_46ca_a55][bookmark: _LINE__7_21e0d445_509c_40a1_8814_ca8a6d3][bookmark: _LINE__8_876e5fd0_573c_44ac_bf6f_77f51a2][bookmark: _LINE__9_7f300f24_4471_4542_90b0_7a0f349]C.  The inspection by the Attorney General of information filed by any taxpayer who has requested review of any tax under this Title or against whom an action or proceeding for collection of tax has been instituted; or the production in court or to the board office or the State Board of Property Tax Review as established by Title 5, section 12004‑B, subsection 6 on behalf of the State Tax Assessor, or any other party to an action or proceeding under this Title, of so much and no more of the information as is pertinent to the action or proceeding;
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__991ec4e8_50f4_45cd][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__dd09ccff_9cc7_4185_960a_1][bookmark: _PAR__3_77ec20ca_7f1c_4273_a227_b3dc35f4][bookmark: _LINE__10_f7f6af5a_2e97_47f8_8804_3204e4][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__fbdf8bc8_7cab_4dce_8f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__d61d2746_cd72_4997][bookmark: _LINE__11_12122e9a_e40e_4eb1_871b_44c834]Sec. B-11.  36 MRSA §191, sub-§2, ¶XX, as amended by PL 2023, c. 360, Pt. A, §2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__29743fef_7703_4b40_b1a7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__44e7499c_3149_4efe_9fe4_8946][bookmark: _PAR__4_a8e4e396_9460_46cc_8655_ac204475][bookmark: _LINE__12_87b77f72_4268_4a2b_b559_bdde72][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2f4a642e_e239_405e_a68][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3760b8eb_6270_4988_94][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__95d58217_c50d_41c9_9d][bookmark: _LINE__13_dc11cc9f_656f_4ac0_a5d4_031c0d][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__a253ec1c_949f_44d8_ac6][bookmark: _LINE__14_7ee33712_580a_4287_bdcd_ae1153][bookmark: _LINE__15_f5f1ca0e_5ebe_46a1_829a_8bf58d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__82c97377_23e9_47b9_82][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b788550c_95f8_44cd_8c][bookmark: _LINE__16_de56ab12_35ff_41b3_8fcb_b0981f]XX.  The disclosure of information by the assessor to the board office or the State Board of Property Tax Review as established by Title 5, section 12004‑B, subsection 6, except that such disclosure is limited to information that is pertinent to an appeal or other action or proceeding before the board office or the State Board of Property Tax Review;
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__89dfd726_0181_4bc9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__41e1bc73_1b61_4a9c_bf2c_4][bookmark: _PAR__5_643f9962_00f4_4f51_a55c_25c64c9a][bookmark: _LINE__17_12f913ab_d9f9_441c_b43d_89b801][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__7f0a567c_fa7c_4bc6_b0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__4549a723_d0d4_41f8][bookmark: _LINE__18_57e40174_d53c_4b74_8d2a_806a78]Sec. B-12.  36 MRSA §191, sub-§2, ¶YY, as amended by PL 2023, c. 360, Pt. A, §3, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3afc70a2_80aa_4246_b898][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7668be41_b393_4972_a368_82fe][bookmark: _PAR__6_72a1e173_63c7_4a0c_935b_c09f7cb8][bookmark: _LINE__19_f2380665_4510_4bbf_ac42_cef5b1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__33910888_1120_4842_b7d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__970236e6_c0ca_4c6a_a2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__643d9610_067c_4e98_90][bookmark: _LINE__20_be952ed9_10d2_44c5_a6ab_daf9a2][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__8047d918_03fa_4c35_9f4][bookmark: _LINE__21_4448dde3_51c6_4898_bea7_7d03cd][bookmark: _LINE__22_2424b624_f771_491f_8095_a1cde8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8ce96846_1014_470f_b3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__bd417770_f624_4760_84][bookmark: _LINE__23_160e1a6a_6364_4022_be6e_61d2ea][bookmark: _LINE__24_2bbbbd22_d3c3_4884_aad1_c52398][bookmark: _LINE__25_e557514b_e50b_42ea_90c1_ec9c48]YY.  The inspection and disclosure of information by the board office, or by the State Board of Property Tax Review as established by Title 5, section 12004‑B, subsection 6, to the extent necessary to conduct appeals procedures pursuant to this Title and issue a decision on an appeal to the parties.  The board office and the State Board of Property Tax Review may make available to the public redacted decisions that do not disclose the identity of a taxpayer or any information made confidential by state or federal statute;
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__0778cfbc_8ade][bookmark: _PAR__7_a4cec014_f92f_45c3_8c2a_e5b5e1e2][bookmark: _LINE__26_1c7f2b04_2214_435b_9ee7_de3c7f][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__fcad0903_69f0_4d79_99][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__75aedb1a_8da7_4440][bookmark: _LINE__27_f1bf16dd_e157_4b4b_8b69_e014da][bookmark: _LINE__28_1e9f5ffc_73ba_4626_a667_c57b12][bookmark: _LINE__29_b36da606_0942_4030_a266_996717]Sec. B-13.  Cost administration. The Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services, the State Tax Assessor and the Chief Hearing Officer of the Independent Office of Tax Appeals shall manage the implementation of this Part to ensure that this Part is implemented within existing resources.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__9605c206_36ba][bookmark: _PAR__8_74b02d3a_fea2_44c9_b5f3_535bb670][bookmark: _LINE__30_39ee8aa3_ffb0_4b17_8a71_8a503d][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__61d265fc_8575_477b_99][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__8f1f0a28_0504_4249][bookmark: _LINE__31_f1460560_9a08_434f_a11a_b909cd][bookmark: _LINE__32_0456d3e1_c27d_46af_b173_4b8b1b][bookmark: _LINE__33_0bf623ce_4829_437d_a1d6_4dec3e][bookmark: _LINE__34_729f322c_0346_4941_8d20_643709][bookmark: _LINE__35_eb02431e_5d5e_410e_9dca_2d76e9]Sec. B-14.  Creation of Independent Office of Tax Appeals; elimination of Maine Board of Tax Appeals; transition provisions. The following provisions govern the elimination of the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Maine Board of Tax Appeals established in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 12004-B, subsection 10 and the creation of the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Independent Office of Tax Appeals established under Title 36, section 151-E.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_9be7f7a2_305b_4e6a_9725_42755a71][bookmark: _LINE__36_0f2631e4_6683_41cb_a45a_e40e74][bookmark: _LINE__37_38c39729_c8b3_4188_9b4e_eda711]1. On September 15, 2026, the Maine Board of Tax Appeals is eliminated and the Independent Office of Tax Appeals is established.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_444dabd0_aa8f_4c56_8f69_21fb55d][bookmark: _LINE__38_9ea4f11c_a14b_45f0_9d10_14a292][bookmark: _LINE__39_c9374ead_902f_4cec_a47b_cc0cfd]2. The Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services shall appoint the Chief Hearing Officer under Title 36, section 151-E no later than September 15, 2026.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_c0fd567f_9400_4b2c_ad0d_231af91][bookmark: _LINE__40_3327023a_ca8c_410a_9ae6_4cbfad][bookmark: _LINE__41_c4861eff_22a3_4b02_a129_76b651][bookmark: _LINE__42_6189afc9_aff4_4a81_9624_8332e7][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__96191b5e_709a_4637_9ba1_7f8][bookmark: _PAGE__8_70e70687_ec81_4558_a68d_91d64fe][bookmark: _PAR__1_e15b7178_5ff7_46e7_b41d_10c152ab][bookmark: _LINE__1_0b7b8aa1_601b_4ec9_a5e1_d796fa3][bookmark: _LINE__2_32b4f55f_9d74_4f67_8229_42916eb]3. Three authorized positions and any incumbent personnel in the appeals office of the Maine Board of Tax Appeals are transferred to the Independent Office of Tax Appeals. These employees retain all the employee rights, privileges and benefits, including sick leave, vacation leave and seniority, provided under the Civil Service Law, collective bargaining agreements and current state personnel policies.
[bookmark: _PAR__2_6dd92d74_63a2_41ca_8106_d81fc0c8][bookmark: _LINE__3_83ddcbcc_ad9c_4a4a_b577_e795838][bookmark: _LINE__4_f750b3a5_ec90_46a3_94a2_053bd5f][bookmark: _LINE__5_671d392e_609a_46c6_9364_eaeabf2]4. All funds, property and equipment previously belonging to or allocated for the use of the Maine Board of Tax Appeals become the property of the Independent Office of Tax Appeals.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_a7021354_1e4b_4e24_927d_a4d92dce][bookmark: _LINE__6_bc41163e_1694_4a0b_8190_674e892][bookmark: _LINE__7_ae2f9c36_dccc_41f0_9326_a09cad6][bookmark: _LINE__8_223f23c5_542e_4708_a8c9_5574b8f][bookmark: _LINE__9_1566f82a_f53c_4f40_b337_4bf2f97][bookmark: _LINE__10_e4e99347_9c5c_43c8_ad84_7f72e9]5. All cases pending with the Maine Board of Tax Appeals as of September 15, 2026 are transferred to the Independent Office of Tax Appeals for review of jurisdiction. Cases that were within the jurisdiction of the Maine Board of Tax Appeals when filed are deemed within the jurisdiction of the Independent Office of Tax Appeals and ready for scheduling and determination.
[bookmark: _EFFECTIVE_CLAUSE__d9506998_0067_4435_ad][bookmark: _PAR__4_e0cbd80c_4bb9_4e8e_b87d_4316c74c][bookmark: _LINE__11_261a11a1_62e9_4059_ad11_c865b9][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__e7873bc8_e225_4c52_81][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__0daa365e_fc5b_4b1d]Sec. B-15.  Effective date. This Part takes effect September 15, 2026.
[bookmark: _BILL_PART_HEADER__247b986f_856b_4b3d_91][bookmark: _BILL_PART__43e2033a_9f1f_4d22_a523_b1b6][bookmark: _PAR__5_28e69855_282f_4f1f_88e9_ddcd9702][bookmark: _LINE__12_90297528_34d5_4be3_8bb2_b15a88][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__9e79a856_ad6a_4f7a_b1]PART C
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__dea2644f_b9c7_470a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__bb8cb487_91aa_410b_8cff_3][bookmark: _PAR__6_1e854f5f_eecb_4c87_a2d1_317f1544][bookmark: _LINE__13_e5ffb334_651c_4281_9d54_8bc9d8][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__172e42c8_1297_4827_be][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__ca3a7f48_43a2_47bc][bookmark: _LINE__14_24757c45_7c84_4cf9_ad52_3f540b]Sec. C-1.  5 MRSA §282, sub-§6, as amended by PL 2001, c. 333, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c803adc1_c5d4_4c51_b58d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c93696a2_0c05_474e_8681_e3d][bookmark: _PAR__7_1dc41566_2ad1_4d16_870d_404406d6][bookmark: _LINE__15_bd74b227_8cab_4864_9d5e_d95728][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__aa762c6f_8e09_4cab_9b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__43018fda_e60c_47fe_a5a][bookmark: _LINE__16_74d59bf0_5dd2_435d_8b5d_1268e2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__03f3f2f7_b874_438c_8d]6.  Supervise.  To supervise and direct the administration of the State Claims Commission, State Board of Property Tax Review and Independent Office of Tax Appeals;
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__791d305f_986b_471c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__48eec3a4_e36a_449e_b44e_7][bookmark: _PAR__8_3c5be3cb_aec2_4a19_8c67_1f51b43b][bookmark: _LINE__17_c30c64da_1853_4593_8a9c_af743e][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__647b8513_096f_4f4d_8c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__043edb0d_a899_46cd][bookmark: _LINE__18_6611d4ea_bedc_41b1_8837_d3b495]Sec. C-2.  36 MRSA §271, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2017, c. 367, §1, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__13481c99_49a3_4184_8de5][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__2561db2c_e4a1_4708_baf7_312][bookmark: _PAR__9_354d51f9_39c5_4301_9fbf_4aa16207][bookmark: _LINE__19_ab94572c_3052_4889_8805_ef9ca9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f6c494ed_b2fc_4e41_bf][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__6cb99f0d_033a_4b40_94][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e6090dce_327f_4cc5_98e][bookmark: _LINE__20_72690c9c_08be_43e3_a7f8_04aaa3][bookmark: _LINE__21_92d3a2b1_6faf_4d2e_8075_bce1f9]1.  Organization; membership.  The organization of the State Board of Property Tax Review, as established by Title 5, section 12004‑B, subsection 6 and referred to in this section as "the board," is governed by this subsection.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e231b2a5_6d8b_4b10_9701][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__fc629ebb_f016_487b_a574_2b2b][bookmark: _PAR__10_309e986a_8df6_400b_879f_5df155b][bookmark: _LINE__22_9cc327de_88bc_498f_91da_6a9304][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c7ba3c15_3f1c_4aae_bcd][bookmark: _LINE__23_e6a74d51_3179_45a5_ac05_e1e176][bookmark: _LINE__24_03ba75e5_7c48_4d65_b425_cb8e2b][bookmark: _LINE__25_18a32171_2b96_4d12_b3d0_0d756c][bookmark: _LINE__26_160f395a_c5dd_47e6_b79d_95de9e][bookmark: _LINE__27_9729ecf9_aaad_411c_bab2_661f69]A.  The board consists of at least 9 members but no more than 15 members, as determined by the Governor, appointed by the Governor for terms of 3 years. The membership must consist of a combination of attorneys, real estate brokers or appraisers, engineers, assessors who have a current certificate of eligibility from the State Tax Assessor under section 311, except assessors employed by the bureau, and public members with expertise in taxation, finance or property valuation matters.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3c83544e_da5c_4441_ae05][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a9ae5479_98d2_48e5_a851_7f32][bookmark: _PAR__11_465c581a_ad1d_4a4c_bcb6_34c9297][bookmark: _LINE__28_f8e17cb6_0583_49f2_933d_650060][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__66b40819_7a1c_49ef_89c][bookmark: _LINE__29_b2d879a2_7ffd_415c_8791_ea1b22]B.  The board shall annually elect a chair and secretary. The secretary need not be chosen from the members of the board.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__84ca328a_483d_41ff_a274][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5f8b32e6_1090_4d38_ad79_bf17][bookmark: _PAR__12_01bd9c63_c37c_4004_b281_9cfb25b][bookmark: _LINE__30_10b9d25c_7c5d_48fd_9bc5_819d58][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cfaa5321_33d2_49be_a55][bookmark: _LINE__31_780fbed3_f3b8_4e7a_83b5_be7abd][bookmark: _LINE__32_0b19334b_7517_494f_8565_1eb5db]C.  The chair shall annually appoint from the other members of the board a vice-chair.  The vice-chair may act in the capacity of the chair in the event of the recusal or other unavailability of the chair and after notice to the secretary.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__d58872e5_df0b_4180][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__30a0e510_38ca_4b8e_99c4_f][bookmark: _PAR__13_7a8b1ec7_a173_4e26_a6e6_61f71db][bookmark: _LINE__33_608aa792_9aca_47fa_b9d2_ba0e90][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__ec734e1d_a5a1_45f5_81][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__9cb43043_3a72_40b1][bookmark: _LINE__34_79574dbd_b012_419b_acbe_9c1131]Sec. C-3.  36 MRSA §271, sub-§2, ¶A, as amended by PL 2025, c. 469, §6 and affected by §44, is further amended by amending subparagraph (7) to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__94c49b98_27d0_4a86_9c4f_94e][bookmark: _PAR__14_188442fa_b1a4_455a_b95d_1a1f4b7][bookmark: _LINE__35_0e5a0f19_cdce_4b90_ba1b_a45fb9][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9cd02756_939e_4503_bc6d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2bf528ba_77fa_4537_be0][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__f52523c2_1107_41e0_917][bookmark: _LINE__36_729e36fd_e3aa_46cd_8c7a_1fd69b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__efc41ee4_a826_4e5d_b0](7)  The current use valuation of certain working waterfront land law, chapter 105, subchapter 10‑A; and
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__bc67194a_40da_4f1d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__5c1aaa4e_46c4_45ad_bab4_5][bookmark: _PAR__15_0e7261fc_2ed5_4ebf_b1ee_40b2e9b][bookmark: _LINE__37_71d40c60_ef0f_4bd2_b606_4a6aa8][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__4b3e06d7_c0b1_4b46_9d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__db4e3006_a6fe_482d][bookmark: _LINE__38_cc02430e_3cbf_457f_a18a_2acc81]Sec. C-4.  36 MRSA §271, sub-§2, ¶A, as amended by PL 2025, c. 469, §6 and affected by §44, is further amended by amending subparagraph (8) to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__3d41f44f_a6aa_42a5_b67a_53b][bookmark: _PAR__16_e92047b2_ab21_47ad_bb6e_0e11a20][bookmark: _LINE__39_3c4f68ff_c3ae_411b_a8d1_cd6a33][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9bffcdb6_173d_45e2_8e91][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__8cc50aea_74f2_43d0_89f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3e30be52_5a4a_4b85_8a3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c54f015b_4fec_4ae1_a4](8)  Section 209; and
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__e5214994_c0a3_403f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__ced7a675_2f04_4355_968e_3][bookmark: _PAGE__9_b67ca828_e30e_4186_b3bf_afb0409][bookmark: _PAR__1_32471b1d_649e_4ece_98f1_69f068d8][bookmark: _LINE__1_13ec28d1_bcf2_4cfa_97f8_1123bc5][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__a7c1fbc0_546d_4fee_b6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__96e3bee8_0aaf_4f9c][bookmark: _LINE__2_6dd78f96_2e97_43ab_9c89_8997f97]Sec. C-5.  36 MRSA §271, sub-§2, ¶A, as amended by PL 2025, c. 469, §6 and affected by §44, is further amended by enacting a new subparagraph (9) to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__5bc098c3_ac0f_4ea9_9aef_fe2][bookmark: _PAR__2_d330b91f_b075_4d40_976e_2c67a7e8][bookmark: _LINE__3_5742fe0d_59a9_4991_8f17_ca0ae55][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6d826acb_9e84_41a1_a1][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1e5840e1_3607_4292_8164][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6b134b83_0e3e_452b_989](9)  As provided in section 6251, subsection 6;
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__a246135e_fc9f_46e9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__fe1e7467_fb6d_498c_b88c_c][bookmark: _PAR__3_514012f4_a7b8_420e_9065_af338916][bookmark: _LINE__4_bf0e9032_a49e_4706_a729_584d4a0][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__48c261c9_d783_441d_88][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__1e3fae03_feb9_43ba][bookmark: _LINE__5_f36c9c84_6e3d_4c59_ab01_a0c351f]Sec. C-6.  36 MRSA §271, sub-§5, as amended by PL 1995, c. 262, §1, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f71b143b_cfd5_437b_9f55][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__8dc32018_1db0_4ad4_9be1_e49][bookmark: _PAR__4_72386292_7e4c_48b9_a6d4_dc348500][bookmark: _LINE__6_f6b2d087_182e_49f3_9831_c628013][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3d6e26d6_c188_4869_a5][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__9fc05d03_8f04_4d19_9c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d638164d_e290_4b6a_b0d][bookmark: _LINE__7_c2f7d3ab_e29e_4360_921e_cda5757][bookmark: _LINE__8_fd25f4e0_f74d_4b2f_9c53_12f0484][bookmark: _LINE__9_ca1cb9a0_4708_4b76_8f92_272745c][bookmark: _LINE__10_2c1d6cab_eee7_46e7_b39f_e14ae2][bookmark: _LINE__11_ff2850ba_272f_469d_9e1d_9659fa][bookmark: _LINE__12_a26f50e9_c616_4575_b2e4_289a94][bookmark: _LINE__13_7bcb0507_eba7_492f_9716_bc8394]5.  Hearings on appeals; jurisdictional issues.  Upon receipt of an appeal, including an appeal of determination of jurisdictional authority of the board, the chair of the board shall convene a panel consisting of 3 board members to hear the appeal and shall notify all parties of the time and place of the hearing. In determining which members to select for the panel, the chair shall consider the members' area of expertise.  Two of the 3 members constitute a quorum.  The board shall adopt rules, consistent with this section, specifying the timing and manner of board procedures, including scheduling conferences, motions to dismiss on the grounds of lack of jurisdiction, mediation and hearings.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__1bd9a90d_0365_42c9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__80f2b240_8616_44fc_a8ba_a][bookmark: _PAR__5_2684d673_c3ad_46f9_83f1_d14f5250][bookmark: _LINE__14_296ee215_01ca_42ae_8ca4_6a4721][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__df54142b_1edb_4cf2_b8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__ba20240d_3e6f_468d][bookmark: _LINE__15_4bcf53bb_c7d2_45b9_92f8_17fe3c]Sec. C-7.  36 MRSA §271, sub-§10, ¶B, as enacted by PL 2009, c. 571, Pt. WWW, §7, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d596be42_94ba_4fc2_838b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d70aff56_7931_4491_a2e3_d1fe][bookmark: _PAR__6_0a78ec21_751e_475e_b440_223faa85][bookmark: _LINE__16_ae031197_35bc_4a68_89ba_4e1879][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7549fec5_8edd_4c28_b6e][bookmark: _LINE__17_25d2382d_ce7f_4674_b924_9f4637][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6132938b_0264_470c_a7][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__a165da16_d820_4edc_a31][bookmark: _LINE__18_2cea2f67_176a_46ef_9448_d11a43][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__c2d08925_bc15_4e35_bfe][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__acc2b6bf_9ded_4581_aa4]B.  The filing fee for a petition for an appeal relating to nonresidential property or properties with an equalized municipal valuation of $1,000,000 or greater pursuant to sections 273, 843 and 844 is $150.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__8e060d36_fb09_42ea][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__6f2404b1_6192_4d1a_837f_6][bookmark: _PAR__7_6e8f18fd_b68d_4648_aa9c_3e677d60][bookmark: _LINE__19_67148984_47f5_4e68_8eda_b2fcde][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__7c6b20e5_1650_4fda_b8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__1ed98c7e_3457_4930][bookmark: _LINE__20_f60e1d01_c979_4edf_8729_8f10cf]Sec. C-8.  36 MRSA §273, as amended by PL 1995, c. 262, §2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__8dc2604a_9f92_4679_894f_1e2a][bookmark: _PAR__8_83caf858_f4f1_40fa_87df_90f28367][bookmark: _LINE__21_acf61b40_dbaa_4fe1_affc_aeb800][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a3780e2e_e26a_425f_917f][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__3c74ba2e_e570_4a6a_87][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5df732f3_3021_49f6_b9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f785ead9_1f41_4153_94][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5b9df7f9_3b21_415d_8e][bookmark: _LINE__22_6dbb8725_0ce4_4043_ba7f_23db22][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9f739fcd_e2b6_4dcb_8d]§273.  Nonresidential Appeals related to nonresidential property of $1,000,000 or greater or properties
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__61a83b0d_90f5_4cc5_8dcb][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__860eb8ef_6277_479f_975e_47f][bookmark: _PAR__11_386213a5_f469_4bc9_b2c7_cec3d23][bookmark: _LINE__32_59d59e89_9392_4e76_9de0_1cd067][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__8c8c8ca3_1b68_417c_8c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1f745ef8_10f0_455c_96b][bookmark: _LINE__33_96f731c8_0d24_4916_b1f1_f7c4f0][bookmark: _LINE__34_815ebe97_bb9e_49c9_95f6_29126b][bookmark: _LINE__35_6ff2e019_2bee_43bb_9d2f_d69024][bookmark: _LINE__36_94026208_314a_4e49_b2aa_409d34][bookmark: _LINE__37_9f34b970_a1a3_4d99_91a0_9787da][bookmark: _LINE__38_5cb06127_c9ee_47f4_8f3c_d53caf][bookmark: _LINE__39_1c9052c9_ff62_4988_a247_f6bd08][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1bbb9f76_7c27_465e_81][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d7751d8a_340b_46f2_84][bookmark: _LINE__40_e493f251_e48c_4796_9ecd_978577][bookmark: _LINE__41_311a983f_38fb_469e_a91d_38d4f2][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__3e30ee3c_a5a8_4a80_83b][bookmark: _LINE__42_d30782bb_e007_47e9_ad78_b33588][bookmark: _LINE__43_6e171a7c_9d58_4b45_9187_f26485][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__9b72e746_e9ae_42b9_8093_179][bookmark: _PAGE__10_02d23004_c160_4eee_9156_3fe480][bookmark: _PAR__1_aef69f41_6bcd_4e50_837f_e1377fca][bookmark: _LINE__1_a96ad39a_474a_4fb3_9e32_5b840da][bookmark: _LINE__2_272fdb78_d47b_44a3_a018_f46b2ba][bookmark: _LINE__3_48018cc6_7d9b_4b53_9ed8_27d80aa][bookmark: _LINE__4_9015c7c7_79d8_4adc_932a_cedad27][bookmark: _LINE__5_62486161_c2ac_45d4_84d5_13bee41][bookmark: _LINE__6_54f1005a_8935_4dfb_b505_d8887ff][bookmark: _LINE__7_379d0b17_8d19_4652_917f_3a0bd6e][bookmark: _LINE__8_5604ef7d_b71e_41b6_a1b4_683b4f7][bookmark: _LINE__9_ed68f8c7_1a36_4881_af7c_d8ea883][bookmark: _LINE__10_a562a8a6_8d28_40ad_b8c7_820609][bookmark: _LINE__11_1c695103_72b7_48dd_a043_36d97d]1.  Municipalities without board of assessment review.  Except when the municipality or primary assessing area has adopted a board of assessment review, if the assessors or the municipal officers refuse to make the abatement asked for, the applicant may apply to the county commissioners within 60 days after notice of the decisions from which the appeal is being taken or within 60 days after the application is deemed to have been denied.  The applicant may not apply to the county commissioners to appeal a decision of the assessors or the municipal officers with respect to nonresidential property or properties having an equalized municipal valuation of $1,000,000 $500,000 or greater, either separately or in the aggregate.  The applicant must make such an appeal to the State Board of Property Tax Review pursuant to subsection 2.  If the commissioners think that the applicant is over-assessed, the applicant is granted such reasonable abatement as the commissioners think proper.  If the applicant has paid the tax, the applicant is reimbursed out of the municipal treasury, with costs in either case.  If the applicant fails, the commissioners shall allow costs to the municipality, taxed as in a civil action in the Superior Court, and issue their warrant of distress against the applicant for collection of the amount due the municipality.  The commissioners may require the assessors or municipal clerk to produce the valuation by which the assessment was made or a copy of it.  Either party may appeal from the decision of the county commissioners to the Superior Court, in accordance with the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 80B.  If the county commissioners fail to give written notice of their decision within 60 days of the date the application is filed, unless the applicant agrees in writing to further delay, the application is deemed denied and the applicant may appeal to the Superior Court as if there had been a written denial.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__fe60b7a2_d1b8][bookmark: _PAR__4_0a8aba44_d4d3_4f4a_947e_969e5107][bookmark: _LINE__25_64f99cfa_5cb3_434b_9da8_998275][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__91a88166_5daa_42c5_9c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__371fc078_5601_42aa][bookmark: _LINE__26_6b5cadee_cd82_4401_88d4_8c8129][bookmark: _LINE__27_9120dc05_0b75_4b6d_ae6c_87824e][bookmark: _LINE__28_9b71d59f_28bb_44bf_8c78_ea432b][bookmark: _LINE__29_7ab4db88_220a_44ac_9b2a_36c86d][bookmark: _LINE__30_b904d302_1140_45be_a92b_a46f26][bookmark: _LINE__31_14f8438f_4b4f_4090_a561_3673a0][bookmark: _LINE__32_235d440b_73e8_4abb_ba05_b231d8][bookmark: _LINE__33_9e032270_8d36_48a8_9b01_859cc9]Sec. C-11.  Assignment of duties of limited-period director position.  The limited-period Director of the Property Tax Review Board position established in Public Law 2021, chapter 635, Part A, section 32 and continued through June 18, 2027 in Public Law 2025, chapter 388, Part A, section 32 as a limited-period Public Service Manager II position, if requested by the Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services, shall assist with and supervise the administration of the State Board of Property Tax Review. The director shall perform such other duties as the commissioner may assign under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 282, subsection 6, including providing administrative support to the Independent Office of Tax Appeals.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__068d5801_8eac_42ff_a581][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f449de05_e613_4796_b776_d4e][bookmark: _PAR__8_722a8939_2791_443a_b75d_a40f2704][bookmark: _LINE__41_0de5482c_2c58_40ae_8e09_b4530c][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f7db83fe_a067_4c0b_9c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5559fee2_35a7_4c7f_b92][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__26d62d11_850a_4702_9e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a421ed90_1c30_4126_86][bookmark: _LINE__42_ff1b8aa7_b122_4ea0_9346_a06443][bookmark: _LINE__43_1628ce98_7276_4489_b30f_615dee][bookmark: _LINE__44_41cf1199_b86e_4bcb_9b75_beaddb][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__cf39732d_8fd0_416c_a147_481][bookmark: _PAGE__11_64c87731_b2b5_4981_b7af_19e052][bookmark: _PAR__1_1aca7ef8_26ff_45d2_a005_cb5822cd][bookmark: _LINE__1_10de65cb_cde9_454e_b74a_ea26dc0][bookmark: _LINE__2_29c1c78d_283c_4101_ada2_242d5d4][bookmark: _LINE__3_bef6ed35_38b8_4d01_9c25_9c76d83][bookmark: _LINE__4_83740382_5fb9_461c_bff9_2c6bc4a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6863bf97_79f9_4cfb_96][bookmark: _LINE__5_9f70ed84_9331_416a_9821_c58b38f][bookmark: _LINE__6_d2f6fdab_5657_4df8_9a0f_b0a8013][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e0ea0440_cf8e_490a_bd][bookmark: _LINE__7_923b8361_3d17_4a88_864f_062529d][bookmark: _LINE__8_eb0ef9e0_7fcb_45e6_95c6_e132b7d][bookmark: _LINE__9_e342f6fb_2026_4ef6_9cd7_34afe64][bookmark: _LINE__10_9c79d0dd_e5db_4355_8c8e_da188c][bookmark: _LINE__11_9d300c0a_c513_4968_88d3_a4cf24]1.  Municipalities.  If Except for nonresidential property or properties with an equalized municipal valuation of $2,000,000 or greater, either separately or in the aggregate, if a municipality has adopted a board of assessment review and the assessors or the municipal officers refuse to make the abatement asked for, the applicant may apply in writing to the board of assessment review within 60 days after notice of the decision from which the appeal is being taken or after the application is deemed to have been denied, and, if the board thinks the applicant is over-assessed, the applicant is granted such reasonable abatement as the board thinks proper.  Except with regard to nonresidential property or properties with an equalized municipal valuation of $1,000,000 or greater either separately or in the aggregate, either Either party may appeal from the decision of the board of assessment review directly to the Superior Court, in accordance with Rule 80B of the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure.  If the board of assessment review fails to give written notice of its decision within 60 days of the date the application is filed, unless the applicant agrees in writing to further delay, the application is deemed denied and the applicant may appeal to Superior Court as if there had been a written denial.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1f70e729_c3d4_4b37_8ffc][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__5f1233f1_630e_472b_b040_892][bookmark: _PAR__5_5eea3e93_13be_4c6c_9d25_e89c1b9e][bookmark: _LINE__28_e8eb5a47_b637_4509_8296_b68948][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__8a5059fc_f4d6_4e63_9b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__08d07982_b69e_47f6_886][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__25c931c2_d709_46e1_bc][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__17e0908b_d5e9_4f20_ae][bookmark: _LINE__29_8925ffb7_e4f4_4537_9f6b_5a7313][bookmark: _LINE__30_843c9dfd_fa33_48ad_af7e_0a76d9][bookmark: _LINE__31_30e9221b_c1a7_4fbb_a0da_6d95b2][bookmark: _LINE__32_e9613b96_30bd_4e71_9434_e13f3e][bookmark: _LINE__33_485ae1d7_a724_4baa_88ad_75ebfe][bookmark: _LINE__34_dafa94a4_3fa2_4f6e_b073_e2e3b1][bookmark: _LINE__35_fdd21818_54e6_4ccb_89d1_880198][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d3bb2ea0_30b1_4f7e_82][bookmark: _LINE__36_3352c7c9_aad2_457b_9d10_25f0db][bookmark: _LINE__37_359196e7_35ad_4171_996f_14f792][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f5278a83_fe5d_44f9_b2][bookmark: _LINE__38_65abafe8_d670_435f_8fe3_3474c8][bookmark: _LINE__39_2cd74442_370a_4b7e_a405_caa79a][bookmark: _LINE__40_1c25e767_d089_4631_babc_02cce9][bookmark: _LINE__41_ba109da7_26c0_43f1_9b67_e34e67][bookmark: _LINE__42_a0dedd3b_d184_46f0_a44b_a71a69]2.  Primary assessing areas.  If Except for nonresidential property or properties with an equalized municipal valuation of $2,000,000 or greater, either separately or in the aggregate, if a primary assessing area has adopted a board of assessment review and the assessors or municipal officers refuse to make the abatement asked for, the applicant may apply in writing to the board of assessment review within 60 days after notice of the decision from which the appeal is being taken or after the application is deemed to have been denied, and if the board thinks the applicant is over-assessed, the applicant is granted such reasonable abatement as the board thinks proper.  Except with regard to nonresidential property or properties with an equalized municipal valuation of $1,000,000 or greater, either separately or in the aggregate, either Either party may appeal the decision of the board of assessment review directly to the Superior Court, in accordance with the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 80B.  If the board of assessment review fails to give written notice of its decision within 60 days of the date the application was filed, unless the applicant agrees in writing to further delay, the application is deemed denied and the applicant may appeal to the Superior Court as if there had been a written denial.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__a9b8f1ac_1b87_4024][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__0892dc62_e46c_4b91_a749_5][bookmark: _PAR__7_fe513c77_0e98_4be9_a216_d29bddf1][bookmark: _LINE__44_62cfc149_1505_4d29_b75d_87ff87][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__a190f876_4591_479b_b3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__254b7692_4c0e_43fb][bookmark: _LINE__45_68c05449_03b7_4f39_ab10_4ab4ba]Sec. E-1.  3 MRSA §959, sub-§1, ¶N, as amended by PL 2021, c. 617, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5132a588_ba6a_48af_8605][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e9452038_d5a3_4351_bf0d_338c][bookmark: _PAGE__12_d79e9db9_4f21_4770_b9f8_431967][bookmark: _PAR__1_075959fc_5e28_4dca_9a27_66d0af40][bookmark: _LINE__1_303d7652_a92f_4500_8a86_299ec47][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__15a96682_8406_40b2_a14][bookmark: _LINE__2_14e60ee1_94b9_49f5_b5c4_17c2e26]N.  The joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters shall use the following list as a guideline for scheduling reviews:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__a24e5b84_e840_4172_b645_e16][bookmark: _PAR__2_e5dbf8b6_a313_4c49_89d9_a0261f6e][bookmark: _LINE__3_688a4979_5159_4e60_abbe_0bff698][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__73999db8_c504_45e2_8ec2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a5608556_bf8e_4572_8ae][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__213a9b60_31d9_457b_a1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__390b3fc1_3583_4b5a_99][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0d1ddef1_e033_40c8_b5](1)  State Board of Property Tax Review in 2027 2028; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__6413cc00_7a37_483a_bd70_1e9][bookmark: _PAR__3_dc306a66_3285_40cd_80c7_276fcacc][bookmark: _LINE__4_0fa62042_554c_4170_a2c6_0b5495b][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2c0bbed0_5ecf_4631_ba2a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__de1bd64a_eaf3_48dd_97e][bookmark: _LINE__5_6c97fdf7_5d35_43f0_add0_940dfc0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f24f33c5_4a8b_4dda_a9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__eb11ab99_3929_4f5b_bd](2)  Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue Services in 2027.; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__a4b0a217_dd7d_4d3a_9054_b3a][bookmark: _PAR__4_32a0e9c7_dcda_45ee_b136_e5c71213][bookmark: _LINE__6_df3b8f07_c91c_4c08_886f_da588a3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__45aec104_4d77_495b_a5][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__abcc31aa_b1ec_456d_8a01][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d4dec8b6_13fb_4336_bc2][bookmark: _LINE__7_e1111acb_4c35_45b3_b668_e517622](3)  Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Independent Office of Tax Appeals in 2028.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__67065c24_ba0a][bookmark: _PAR__5_bbd93764_5862_4e30_bcc9_8e2a61e6][bookmark: _LINE__8_b4064825_0b0c_4138_af58_b738ef4][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__7b3613dd_af60_48ea_ad][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__3415800a_aebf_4fdd][bookmark: _LINE__9_a18a90cb_f4e1_4894_9380_b29adff]Sec. E-2.  Office of Tax Policy to study further simplification and modernization of the administrative tax appeals process; report.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_592e5fe5_04b1_47b6_aa67_0429b375][bookmark: _LINE__10_6eed424b_7af2_49c0_90c7_a87e67][bookmark: _LINE__11_c714969a_f425_45a4_bf18_52ea82][bookmark: _LINE__12_f3f99efc_9889_4a76_baf7_90228a]1.  Study.  The Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue Services, Office of Tax Policy shall consider options for further simplification and modernization, including review of the following proposals:
[bookmark: _PAR__7_b15fa4ab_0378_46c2_a54f_8efd8ace][bookmark: _LINE__13_22c53722_6127_4135_a6e1_c2e276][bookmark: _LINE__14_7bde0e49_b4ff_4834_98c7_e68183][bookmark: _LINE__15_f0c51d13_7afa_4035_87b3_24da74][bookmark: _LINE__16_41c038a9_df89_4524_b0ab_9c5a17][bookmark: _LINE__17_856a0bd0_080b_4412_b2de_30f59e][bookmark: _LINE__18_74aa407c_1dc0_4b23_a656_88f5c1][bookmark: _LINE__19_960767b9_2419_4208_9d4f_c1b17b]A. Termination of the State Board of Property Tax Review, referred to in this subsection as "the state board," effective January 1, 2028, and transfer of all the state board’s cases and appeals jurisdiction to the Independent Office of Tax Appeals, referred to in this subsection as "the office," maintaining formal adjudicatory decision making with limited on-the-record appeal to the Superior Court for such property tax appeals cases and maintaining nonadjudicatory proceedings with continuing de novo appeal rights for all other tax appeals;
[bookmark: _PAR__8_dbc295dc_359b_4e5c_b7fa_c70ba4bc][bookmark: _LINE__20_10c2a59f_eb71_482c_8ac4_0095e2][bookmark: _LINE__21_e1c72735_961a_4b75_8e48_98962b][bookmark: _LINE__22_9699f21a_9378_4a41_8bf5_630dec][bookmark: _LINE__23_5d71c4f0_fc91_4c1d_baf1_3ad984][bookmark: _LINE__24_723cc5e1_aea2_409a_a6da_0a7238]B.  If cases and jurisdiction are transferred from the state board as described in paragraph A, considering whether all cases of the office, including matters currently handled by the state board, should be decided by the office as informal non-adjudicatory proceedings with full de novo review available by appeal to the Superior Court; 
[bookmark: _PAR__9_3f0acf2a_9585_4e5e_9267_cbe2612f][bookmark: _LINE__25_c80317b5_c168_4da6_90dd_999f33][bookmark: _LINE__26_3f5c5a7d_d978_4c69_871c_e10a88][bookmark: _LINE__27_f935583d_0113_4ad9_add2_e048fe]C.  If cases and jurisdiction are transferred from the state board as described in paragraph A, whether the staffing of the office should be expanded, including the addition of a paralegal or another hearing officer; 
[bookmark: _PAR__10_fb333bd9_5513_4ee3_80ad_c58220a][bookmark: _LINE__28_518448bd_542c_4126_abcb_99f2c5][bookmark: _LINE__29_e6d3f46a_4f0d_44b9_8226_0bad5b][bookmark: _LINE__30_b9886224_d999_43d8_b4bf_54dca8]D.  If the proposals referred to in paragraphs A and B are not recommended, whether the compensation of state board members under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 12002-B should be increased; 
[bookmark: _PAR__11_78bf45b9_9d5a_44bd_bba7_7e5829e][bookmark: _LINE__31_bc5de343_1f71_4a54_b79e_ecc0f4][bookmark: _LINE__32_33ab545b_78ed_4774_b0a7_859854]E.  Whether mandatory mediation should be discretionary with the state board or the office, as appropriate; and
[bookmark: _PAR__12_2f7fc13f_a724_41cf_9d87_d38a52c][bookmark: _LINE__33_cbcf68c4_115d_4daa_9cae_776f2f][bookmark: _LINE__34_da2017aa_c3d9_4a57_b138_3cd3dc]F.  Whether property tax appeals jurisdiction threshold amounts should be adjusted up or down or should be subject to periodic adjustment for inflation.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_568a5a75_08b2_4d8b_aed9_457b262][bookmark: _LINE__35_10657747_bdb3_4fd8_bbe4_a89491][bookmark: _LINE__36_18a05105_b745_4b8a_bec7_6e2fe7][bookmark: _LINE__37_3f44fbb3_015d_4ce2_b4e8_3492cd]In conducting the study under this subsection, the Office of Tax Policy shall consult with the Office of the Attorney General, municipal assessors and interested parties representing accountants and lawyers practicing in the field of taxation in this State.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_c7281594_4806_4abf_bbb0_46e458f][bookmark: _LINE__38_3fd76157_74d5_4d61_8cf3_59cf79][bookmark: _LINE__39_27343c7e_e139_424d_914e_9561e9][bookmark: _LINE__40_ff5d7c60_2ced_447e_8d16_7e760e][bookmark: _LINE__41_af720abb_49dd_420d_90e3_7266f5][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__70755844_8a24_4d81_b7d4_c65][bookmark: _PAGE__13_52d26ef3_d7a9_4054_829c_8b0fea][bookmark: _PAR__1_7dea6ae7_2744_4932_9db1_15c42c11][bookmark: _LINE__1_d7167aee_e78b_474a_a7c3_f00428c][bookmark: _LINE__2_30a1b67d_1b06_4fb4_a8f8_e799e0c]The Director of the State Board of Property Tax Review and, prior to September 15, 2026, the Chief Appeals Officer of the Maine Board of Tax Appeals established under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 12004-B, subsection 10 and, on or after September 15, 2026, the Chief Hearing Officer of the Independent Office of Tax Appeals established pursuant to Title 36, section 151-E shall assist the Office of Tax Policy in conducting the study under this subsection.
[bookmark: _PAR__2_47ee4296_94f5_4d95_8f87_7b660e76][bookmark: _LINE__3_54d2abef_d1e0_4da7_961a_d20ae2d][bookmark: _LINE__4_1f38e615_6c8d_430f_900a_a4e15b9][bookmark: _LINE__5_94b25ccc_77e5_463c_9f78_abeda8e][bookmark: _LINE__6_13754bc9_d539_4c6d_a049_ed82556][bookmark: _LINE__7_5eaa6950_9196_4073_92c8_67350cc][bookmark: _LINE__8_ee30e7b5_7955_4cef_8034_017647e]2.  Report. No later than December 15, 2026, the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue Services, Office of Tax Policy shall submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters that includes the office's findings and recommendations under subsection 1, including suggested legislation. The joint standing committee may submit legislation related to the report to the 133rd Legislature in 2027.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__5df32621_55f0_477f_b7a1_cad0f8][bookmark: _PAR__3_4aebfa30_8ad6_478a_afe8_90fa5746][bookmark: _LINE__9_406e2a7f_9d32_43e4_8f02_0dae586]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__4_7b0c0b84_2fd1_4b6b_939c_70fccf25][bookmark: _LINE__10_b63562c7_5d05_4edb_8e96_7c2bfc][bookmark: _LINE__11_d8ca7f7a_8450_49b4_853c_67eba0]This bill makes changes to improve the tax dispute resolution and administrative tax appeals process as follows.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_dc4ece76_8333_4365_94ee_c7384418][bookmark: _LINE__12_aa08b911_9262_43aa_8868_61d2cc][bookmark: _LINE__13_dd98ce8c_03b6_45d7_8837_fd0921][bookmark: _LINE__14_2867dc12_4435_4392_ba32_c268d1]Part A adds to the duties and responsibilities of the taxpayer advocate and experience officer in the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue Services the making of recommendations to further improve the tax appeals process.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_261225d2_45bf_4049_b29d_15d4d592][bookmark: _LINE__15_df2a2c8b_5945_4c4b_b94b_c53990][bookmark: _LINE__16_d736fe43_9d9e_4cb1_a2b6_516e10][bookmark: _LINE__17_68145552_3916_411d_b83b_4fb22a][bookmark: _LINE__18_d81efc88_9624_45f4_97d0_736317]Part B creates the Independent Office of Tax Appeals in the Department of Administrative and Financial Services to replace the Maine Board of Tax Appeals and simplifies and modernizes the appeals process to improve the tax dispute resolution process. Part B takes effect September 15, 2026.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_654449e0_ab06_4f10_bfca_f9b55d22][bookmark: _LINE__19_549beaa5_4880_4077_a844_d5993c][bookmark: _LINE__20_b7c3e773_a6e3_4fcd_9759_23012c]Part C makes changes to the composition and duties of the State Board of Property Tax Review, including:
[bookmark: _PAR__8_ed8f287c_ebae_4d04_b7d7_fb4b72d0][bookmark: _LINE__21_121f9a5b_db4e_4264_bda0_004084][bookmark: _LINE__22_51b9ad4e_394b_4c09_8ed6_6f8ca6][bookmark: _LINE__23_b1d896b0_a1bd_4a79_8862_414f2b]1. Changing the number of members from a fixed number, 15, to a range of 9 to 15 members, as determined by the Governor, and allowing any combination of qualifications for members;
[bookmark: _PAR__9_564da3f8_5d21_4fb0_9ed1_e58e5735][bookmark: _LINE__24_34124981_58e7_4fa5_9e26_279007][bookmark: _LINE__25_64561df5_f246_40a8_a198_05951c]2.  Requiring the annual appointment of a vice-chair of the board to act on the chair's behalf in the event of the chair's recusal or other unavailability;
[bookmark: _PAR__10_37f72cae_9b83_4045_932e_ba2702c][bookmark: _LINE__26_2c14d522_2c71_4b62_a05f_bc7a09][bookmark: _LINE__27_07cd2e84_80f5_4b07_8d2f_c230e8][bookmark: _LINE__28_cc354b82_bdcc_4956_8d38_07f47f]3.  Reducing the size of the panels convened to determine appeals, including jurisdictional issues, from 5 board members to 3 board members and reducing the quorum to 2; 
[bookmark: _PAR__11_6c9fe1e6_6fff_43b1_8170_7828912][bookmark: _LINE__29_b6651190_0901_400a_9201_4cad50][bookmark: _LINE__30_8991aacd_b60e_4a34_b75f_461e92][bookmark: _LINE__31_c34a3fbf_6080_402f_8fc7_cdfbae]4.  Expanding case jurisdiction by transferring jurisdiction for certain cases, such as requests for abatement, currently appealable to county commissioners for nonresidential property assessments over $500,000; and
[bookmark: _PAR__12_8111d7ad_19ec_4784_a352_32b8d23][bookmark: _LINE__32_222fe54d_19d4_4f74_bd0d_5f5a9d][bookmark: _LINE__33_888e6850_a64b_432a_b64e_cd728f][bookmark: _LINE__34_3c10b911_5431_4192_b114_c70525]5.  Requiring, at the direction of the Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services, the limited-period director position established and subsequently reauthorized through June 18, 2027 to assist the board and the Independent Office of Tax Appeals.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_aa6251f7_f39d_42f7_a485_4fe22ae][bookmark: _LINE__35_d1f3f113_1416_4b09_983b_99272c][bookmark: _LINE__36_7ba5b230_e2a9_48f7_a5a9_ab1338]Part D changes the jurisdictional threshold amounts and appeals process for nonresidential property.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_06c9f958_4e04_4e17_a1f7_858564e][bookmark: _LINE__37_a5450aaa_7683_48d1_a1e0_c5a45f][bookmark: _LINE__38_c2d8d51c_8a72_45da_a781_6d0b7f][bookmark: _LINE__39_43db0ca9_1ff7_47fc_9516_5012eb][bookmark: _LINE__40_7f73ab3b_4598_4f49_a8ec_e48c0a][bookmark: _LINE__41_d812325b_385c_41e5_a745_a08975][bookmark: _LINE__42_7e1c47cf_b4ce_4b12_adc9_7dac59]Part E adds legislative review of the Independent Office of Tax Appeals, changes the year for legislative review of the State Board of Property Tax Review from 2027 to 2028 and directs the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue Services, Office of Tax Policy to review the administrative tax appeals process and file with the Legislature by December 15, 2026 a report and recommended legislation for further simplifying and modernizing the tax appeals process.
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