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An Act Related to the Electronic Tagging of Deer
L.D. 
An Act Related to the Electronic Tagging of Deer
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__256bda4f_ad41_49a1_ab2][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__ef844f4d_5859_4abc_92dc_e196e][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__37be22b5_4f28_4e95_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_3a09c419_c628_438e_a63e_e48c25d][bookmark: _PAR__1_d9727d33_7c6f_4722_8a3f_83643486][bookmark: _LINE__1_6afc545e_61bc_4b33_a81b_a46f415]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__cce68b36_7de8_48e4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__040a0e28_b672_4cc8_a3e6_7][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__d8938c7c_2aa8_4e5a_a5][bookmark: _PAR__2_20d78106_7168_4ba9_a270_9306f26f][bookmark: _LINE__2_46a128b3_acbf_4c12_9d6c_d578ea9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__827ad0af_798e_4adc][bookmark: _LINE__3_51d5efb0_d5ad_4d01_820f_174a450]Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §10264, 2nd ¶, as amended by PL 2023, c. 593, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bdd4e78c_0cd0_4028_8be][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e2b40a8a_594a_4920_bc06_0bc8][bookmark: _PAR__3_c416aab1_7dba_48b0_9be9_3a017687][bookmark: _LINE__4_33d27f11_f010_453f_a443_a062a41][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__13f56e56_b073_41b2_99][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__00e346a8_8e63_4cbd_9e8][bookmark: _LINE__5_fd669598_b83a_4be9_a292_d585f37][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__b598271f_ef07_4a9f_86d][bookmark: _LINE__6_8c4db1d2_8c1c_408b_8c41_ef0e971][bookmark: _LINE__7_c85ac414_31c3_4b8e_8c59_c473c8e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a2a3be90_8437_4285_ae][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__73151cc2_0daf_4fdb_9ee][bookmark: _LINE__8_a16bac18_a8b5_426b_bf6f_c532438][bookmark: _LINE__9_22353c87_328e_4ec7_9620_a612c27][bookmark: _LINE__10_bbe71194_f0e5_4be1_adb9_735a0d][bookmark: _LINE__11_2a385fd5_a964_4cbe_95f1_dd9b60][bookmark: _LINE__12_2857dd27_1b61_4cae_8904_4c1c3c][bookmark: _LINE__13_4192c2bd_c05f_436c_88ef_2068c4][bookmark: _LINE__14_244cb685_7774_44e4_9987_18684b]Notwithstanding section 10801, subsection 4, $2 of each deer registration fee collected under section 12301‑A, subsection 3, paragraph C must be deposited in the fund and may be used to assist landowners with the prevention or management of landowner-deer conflicts. In addition, the The revenue from each antlerless deer permit fee collected under section 11152, subsection 9, minus administrative costs, must be deposited in the fund and be used for predator control purposes or to acquire or manage deer habitat.  The commissioner may accept and deposit into the fund monetary gifts, donations or other contributions from public or private sources for the purposes specified in this section. The fund must be held separate and apart from all other money, funds and accounts. The department shall report annually to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over inland fisheries and wildlife matters on the fund and its utilization.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__0fc7f02c_6eaa_43aa][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__67f09fc5_0373_42d8_ad00_b][bookmark: _PAR__4_4134c4f2_fe79_4d52_ad31_492639bb][bookmark: _LINE__15_beef40ab_36e8_4296_97b0_30afff][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__87f7308d_ff50_4bf5][bookmark: _LINE__16_d9e8b7c1_0ae2_4d48_b8d3_fe7adc]Sec. 2.  12 MRSA §11502, sub-§2, as amended by PL 2003 c. 655, Pt. B, §173 and affected by §422, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d0900ba6_e417_4c08_aa3a][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__773a0810_bfd6_485e_ad56_02f][bookmark: _PAR__5_68a80119_91e4_47b9_93f5_792b48f9][bookmark: _LINE__17_3bb5d486_0113_4db9_b8fb_3cc7a3][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__8ba538e8_26df_4b9d_91][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d9103afb_6494_4edd_977][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a46eca7b_8e31_4204_8e][bookmark: _LINE__18_7f626828_52d9_4260_b82c_a81ce5][bookmark: _LINE__19_61ec8b07_5e1a_4d58_aaae_3e61ab][bookmark: _LINE__20_2445eb49_ac2a_406a_9e5b_0f23ba]2.  Tagging.  Prior to presenting a deer for registration under this section or pursuant to section 12301-C, a person may not possess or leave in the field or forest a deer killed by that person unless the deer has securely attached to it a plainly visible tag that conforms to the requirements established under this section.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__4711a87d_fd7a_4954][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__3faed854_9198_4e6c_bfde_4][bookmark: _PAR__6_114c4252_c3b0_4d4d_bf4b_e52e8f63][bookmark: _LINE__21_b0fcab53_0c23_4412_ac0f_f686ab][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__5a739d2e_90e8_44d2][bookmark: _LINE__22_ddfd2e2e_c050_49cd_9112_7b58d7]Sec. 3.  12 MRSA §12301-A, sub-§3, as amended by PL 2013, c. 387, §§4 to 6, is further amended to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ab04c629_d936_4d57_9356][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2dcbe944_b6d9_489f_a4ec_127a][bookmark: _PAR__10_97d0bfd0_7280_4a19_8ab5_c530214][bookmark: _LINE__28_0a5ce004_c00c_4dd8_99fa_4bbcd3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e831fd7d_1c97_4ca2_a9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__55107973_9c0d_4e30_aab][bookmark: _LINE__29_f8e8e34f_ab17_42b0_8cb6_3856e6][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__dd4f4327_d7a2_4588_9e7][bookmark: _LINE__30_60a31373_ca32_4313_b05a_fc7c24]C.  Collect $5 and retain $2 for each seal from the person registering a bear, deer or moose.  The remaining $3 must be returned to the department by the agent pursuant to section 10801, subsection 3; and
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c3b39335_35e3_4cb2_a22][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0fd436c5_5d93_41b3_9cc5_2df9][bookmark: _PAR__14_6e5d42c6_9003_4ec1_9278_3a93cba][bookmark: _LINE__34_00fe5b71_9431_43ef_8d01_414f32][bookmark: _LINE__35_1f2edfe2_c249_4a38_b248_fec433][bookmark: _LINE__36_76cf1baf_3748_4cf7_ab05_fc2bef][bookmark: _LINE__37_326911f6_5f0f_459f_ba28_552bef][bookmark: _LINE__38_872f0cb5_3729_4a63_a79a_a26335]Beginning in 2027, the department shall allow electronic registration of deer. The commissioner shall adopt rules to implement this section. The rules may include exceptions to or electronic means of compliance with any of the requirements of this chapter for a person who registers a deer in accordance with the rules. Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__12207340_8b87_45ab_a6ed][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__bc833c0c_d2f5_4f27_ab63_611a][bookmark: _PAR__3_908b4de5_d429_40b4_97c0_02a8fca5][bookmark: _LINE__5_1aabb79f_6475_49c4_add3_be13c85][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5d568fc7_0291_4c2b_9c9][bookmark: _LINE__6_1378b637_6b54_438b_a689_5d4e7d5]B.  Present that animal for registration in that person's name at the first open registration station for that animal on the route taken by that person; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e4b11bdd_a6c8_4e59_b6c7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2a6e2f51_e88a_436c_91e1_5495][bookmark: _PAR__4_5ee701bf_0319_4c1a_8c82_1c371f73][bookmark: _LINE__7_e559c18e_4410_41dc_8345_544d9c8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6bfde076_1365_4ad4_b3d][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__fe5c7291_68b6_4602_a43][bookmark: _LINE__8_29fc177a_1336_419b_8009_7dc1116]C.  Leave the registration seal attached to the animal in accordance with section 12301‑A until that animal is processed and packaged for consumption.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__a6f17911_09a1_4509][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__91ccdb71_fccc_40f3_b496_8][bookmark: _PAR__5_0aa561f8_bfa1_4228_a35b_8f9010ba][bookmark: _LINE__9_89c476ab_5172_4a22_8adb_f1e9359][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__1acf67f0_7691_4e68][bookmark: _LINE__10_a1fada09_4828_443d_b1ab_d34ea1]Sec. 6.  12 MRSA §12303-A, sub-§1, as repealed and replaced by PL 2021, c. 704, §3, is amended to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d8570559_4946_492b_9b66][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8b31061a_4ca1_4014_9d90_15ce][bookmark: _PAR__7_ef0b212d_95d0_4eb1_9d82_9e3da9f1][bookmark: _LINE__14_afaa56ed_9406_445d_9aa8_f60732][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4bd97537_ebd8_4171_b6f]A.  Bear;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a1f8c9f5_bda3_4876_aa74][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__dfd5955e_20a0_4cbe_b2aa_4e9a][bookmark: _PAR__8_6b6836bf_0584_4eb0_b2b7_e5e9de4b][bookmark: _LINE__15_0867cbd1_7c3a_4d0f_907f_dc0af8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__70da174b_f1fd_4ca3_99a]B.  Deer;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__121a6750_42c9_41f4_b595][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e4db03c3_7c08_4602_9258_d234][bookmark: _PAR__13_3e3afdf2_2651_4651_83e1_3859cf2][bookmark: _LINE__22_aaebb370_8529_4b4f_8a84_fab4e7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bb44d740_e008_495a_901][bookmark: _LINE__23_41c1121a_27ab_4526_85e4_a1e1a3][bookmark: _LINE__24_3c8eab41_8a91_4958_bab2_30f693][bookmark: _LINE__25_eabbbd2f_7a4e_4036_b8a2_6e5814]A.  A person shall present a bear, deer or moose in its entirety, including, but not limited to, all edible meat and the head for registration, except that the viscera, hide, lower legs and rib cage, including the ribs, spine and pelvis, are not required to be presented for registration.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__90d47351_4c6f_42c4_b859][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__3dfdae72_559c_4215_9d08_0052][bookmark: _PAR__18_59ada93f_5155_4a26_86cd_36e8039][bookmark: _LINE__34_ebed7679_341a_4a2b_9dd4_c42901][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3e1075a6_cda1_456f_bae]A.  Bear;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1d4ec10c_a99f_4671_a19a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__951f6d01_add9_4e9b_84fe_440a][bookmark: _PAR__19_754855cd_e2c9_42c9_ad84_1abc4ff][bookmark: _LINE__35_9000978c_537e_44a3_8eee_63ae20][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2d07d15a_cfba_4109_b53]B.  Deer;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2c84c3c4_08ec_454a_a81a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0caee652_7324_4637_823a_619b][bookmark: _PAR__20_e96c0a33_20fb_4d9a_90ff_7f8f432][bookmark: _LINE__36_1e2374d6_f493_4a4b_8a09_7f5e55][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1f206be7_1b66_4597_910]C.  Moose; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c262292d_3dba_4846_aa84][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__469652a5_1f8a_428c_8b5d_bcbf][bookmark: _PAR__21_939bd27a_45cf_4185_935b_e4bc132][bookmark: _LINE__37_4f6923fe_6d7e_4db3_a399_80296f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__955d39e4_816d_4020_a28]D.  Wild turkey.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__edaca19e_33d1_4398_bceb_5e9696][bookmark: _PAGE__3_ffad3d38_c114_4264_8855_c492ab1][bookmark: _PAR__1_48337999_0c2d_43b6_b638_8a6575bf][bookmark: _LINE__1_c3575a91_3494_418f_aecc_45b2add]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__2_4b0fc501_5d7e_4362_8123_60bc5c9e][bookmark: _LINE__2_6a9985d4_ebe1_4acd_b5e9_fa05e3d][bookmark: _LINE__3_0f584adb_1444_4141_8228_10310c3][bookmark: _LINE__4_e1073c22_ab1f_4c70_baae_0f1f30d][bookmark: _LINE__5_5348f595_1e38_42c9_bc50_5e9e7a7]This bill is reported out by the Joint Standing Committee on Inland Fisheries and Wildlife pursuant to Resolve 2025, chapter 32. The bill directs the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, beginning in 2027, to allow for the electronic registration of deer. The bill also removes seal fees for the registration of bear, deer, moose and wild turkey.
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