132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Reduce Certain Costs Associated with Residential Construction
L.D. 
An Act to Reduce Certain Costs Associated with Residential Construction
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_2005a9c6_8c91_424a_b8ca_c313361][bookmark: _LINE__30_18d65572_6ea1_41c4_8d00_392b3d][bookmark: _LINE__31_4bc89bc0_9465_48bb_8597_3fd961][bookmark: _LINE__32_87d58227_b679_4b8c_b16f_fb6bcb][bookmark: _LINE__33_f2384146_a443_4a1a_b37b_d5a0e0][bookmark: _LINE__34_2b32972e_1ac5_4253_908a_c0aad1]1.  The State Fire Marshal or the State Fire Marshal's designee shall invite the participation in the working group of the following persons: a representative from the fire sprinkler industry; a municipal fire safety officer; a representative from the housing development industry; and any additional persons considered necessary by the State Fire Marshal to ensure comprehensive stakeholder representation. 
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[bookmark: _PAR__13_53a36c1e_3f39_469a_b6b7_aa8af80][bookmark: _LINE__39_73a75cf8_e803_412d_b699_29624a][bookmark: _LINE__40_861e209e_625a_4ff2_b46b_125966][bookmark: _LINE__41_3844f7c2_5adb_455c_aa95_4c0ca1][bookmark: _LINE__42_bd3df9a6_11da_434b_9257_d0e698]B.  Collect and analyze data on the housing and life safety impacts of residential fire sprinkler systems, including, but not limited to, the frequency of the presence of sprinkler systems in reported house fires and the estimated impact on financial loss and life safety impact; 
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_b46363db_6d79_4219_8111_92997383][bookmark: _LINE__7_076726f3_2ecf_40eb_878f_05b9fc9][bookmark: _LINE__8_46397079_a772_4a24_af31_de4c305][bookmark: _LINE__9_9b99b8d7_1071_487f_8c1b_bb31ea5][bookmark: _LINE__10_216e7984_9fc6_416f_9d36_427ba9][bookmark: _LINE__11_9e0c32c0_2578_4881_9e5c_3e5b28]4.  By January 15, 2027, the Office of the State Fire Marshal shall submit a report on the working group's findings and recommendations, including proposed legislation, to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over housing matters.  The joint standing committee is authorized to submit legislation based on the report to the 133rd Legislature in 2027.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__cc759db0_cb91][bookmark: _PAR__5_3c2ea1b9_eaa2_4155_848c_df70c4ab][bookmark: _LINE__12_37b9a69b_ddb8_4829_956d_ccc8fb][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__b71dc848_b714_4b6a][bookmark: _LINE__13_87558cce_e49d_45e1_80d4_ab2d1f][bookmark: _LINE__14_08cb0168_6a13_474a_901e_d2c7cb][bookmark: _LINE__15_b67b4e9f_383c_4bc5_ae18_e663f4][bookmark: _LINE__16_46d2b330_5228_487e_9cdd_1c18fc][bookmark: _LINE__17_018c0aa2_6534_4132_8e1e_b57226][bookmark: _LINE__18_fbbda392_25eb_43d1_b7ab_6768ce][bookmark: _LINE__19_84153542_42b7_43c8_a59a_121ab7][bookmark: _LINE__20_d454b1ae_949c_46e7_a7f3_d45b50][bookmark: _LINE__21_2ae8c776_0afb_41e2_a5b4_dc1da5]Sec. 6.  Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation to report on rulemaking.  No later than January 15, 2027, the Director of the Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation within the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation shall report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over housing matters regarding the status of the adoption of rules for the elevator and tramway safety program within the Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 32, section 15205-A, subsection 2.  The committee is authorized to report out legislation related to the report required by this section to the 133rd Legislature in 2027.
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[bookmark: _PAR__7_646fd41c_34a0_405e_a05b_1cb2c697][bookmark: _LINE__23_dd02e550_8467_47a7_af71_3a391d][bookmark: _LINE__24_6df7c657_9281_4ef8_8d62_2f53f4][bookmark: _LINE__25_2524a6a2_ca2a_41f9_adae_af7251]This bill is reported out by the Joint Standing Committee on Housing and Economic Development pursuant to Resolve 2025, chapter 64 to implement the recommendations of the working group to address regulatory barriers to housing construction.  The bill directs: 
[bookmark: _PAR__8_2d786aae_7254_4115_b6b1_935e05f9][bookmark: _LINE__26_3a8f0a71_0c11_4dde_bb00_56fe31][bookmark: _LINE__27_ff501e96_54dd_4c4e_b0fc_3a0839][bookmark: _LINE__28_34371fdc_9b2a_4df3_a743_a39067]1.  The Department of Public Safety, Office of the State Fire Marshal to update state standards to comply with the 2025 edition of the National Fire Protection Association 72: National Fire Alarm and Signaling Code; 
[bookmark: _PAR__9_1ce17149_5704_4e3b_8795_1ee58b39][bookmark: _LINE__29_d2c11e1a_5550_4a4e_b247_18ce14][bookmark: _LINE__30_32483ced_0963_4d41_b9c1_79e0aa][bookmark: _LINE__31_dcef3637_b2c2_4851_a52a_95c680][bookmark: _LINE__32_fbcd0865_5ce6_411d_9b60_b7aaef][bookmark: _LINE__33_00431e77_d8dc_4b6c_bb45_3af922]2.  The Department of Public Safety, Office of the State Fire Marshal to convene a working group to study the housing and life safety impacts of residential fire sprinklers and explore ways to lower associated costs and to submit a report on the stakeholder group's findings and recommendations, including proposed legislation, to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over housing matters; 
[bookmark: _PAR__10_6cc0918f_245a_4ae3_8b1c_665511d][bookmark: _LINE__34_db40f9e4_f2e8_4307_9ea5_86ca7b][bookmark: _LINE__35_ab112e18_8fec_4314_94d0_f83a97][bookmark: _LINE__36_e8db5212_ecf4_4020_baee_49dbaf][bookmark: _LINE__37_7c7071f3_e000_4d6c_bbe3_3f85fd]3.  The Director of the Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation within the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation to report by January 15, 2027 to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over housing matters on the status of the adoption of rules for the elevator and tramway safety program. 
[bookmark: _PAR__11_1e2cdb5b_c4dc_4dc3_bded_2288fe8][bookmark: _LINE__38_7155f7a5_c321_4456_838e_be31e0][bookmark: _LINE__39_01c3742c_0ffb_46f8_a51b_d533a2][bookmark: _LINE__40_f3799abc_a538_41d9_8e41_d505a1]The bill also excludes from the Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code the 2021 edition of International Building Code requirements that elevators must have a 2-way communication system and smoke partitions. 
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