131st Maine Legislature
An Act Regarding the Funding of Lake Water Quality Restoration and Protection Projects
L.D. 164
An Act to Fund the Lake Restoration and Protection Fund
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__36d26863_5f78_4717_a147_94][bookmark: _PAGE__1_54c8ae9a_ed37_4c26_b661_c4d9987][bookmark: _PAR__2_6753ba71_7ba0_4f69_b0ff_2a44eb74]L.D. 164
[bookmark: _PAR__3_2a4c837e_42e2_4300_86ff_f5eeb922]Date:	(Filing No. H-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_b5e6cada_261d_4570_93df_d656dc8a]ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_7c77d042_37b4_41ad_9458_402566c7]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_7a493d57_2ed9_422c_b537_af4aaef0]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_8ee6a25f_81d0_47fc_9e6a_92a6c437]HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
[bookmark: _PAR__8_10548525_357b_4f62_9c63_3a885639]131ST LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_e692cb59_d18a_4266_a1b7_86018631]FIRST SPECIAL SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_6b20e162_21a8_4981_99f2_0e15740]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 105, L.D. 164, “An Act to Fund the Lake Restoration and Protection Fund”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__912a9489_b5cc_477b_90a5_17][bookmark: _PAR__11_63ddc982_611d_4c96_81b2_753f9f7]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_53f3c5d3_5b60_440b_915a_17f4c48]'An Act Regarding the Funding of Lake Water Quality Restoration and Protection Projects'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__e4bdce25_4805_4533_b0b8_05][bookmark: _PAR__13_ff8cab4a_7f3c_4786_a212_c9aee93]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_a784da60_4af8_47f7_8161_ea2b516]'Sec. 1.  38 MRSA §480-N, as amended by PL 1989, c. 890, Pt. A, §40 and Pt. B §§79 and 80, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_9a778e2c_72e6_49d1_a62e_db8b2c3]§480-N.  Lake Water Quality Restoration and Protection Fund
[bookmark: _PAR__16_4efc80c2_b87f_454d_87a9_efb68d9]1.  Fund purposes and administration.  There is established a nonlapsing Lake Water Quality Restoration and Protection Fund, referred to in this section as "the fund," from which the commissioner may pay up to 50% of the eligible costs incurred in a lake water quality restoration or protection project, except that eligible costs for projects addressing technical assistance, watershed surveys, watershed plan development, public education or research issues may be paid up to 100%.  Eligible costs include all costs except those related to land acquisition, legal fees and debt service.  All money The commissioner may use money credited to that the fund must be used by the commissioner for only for the purposes described in subsections 3, 4 and 6 and for projects to improve or maintain the quality of lake waters in the State and for no other purpose.  The commissioner may authorize the State Controller to draw a warrant for such funds as may be necessary to pay the lawful expenses of the lake water quality restoration or protection project, up to the limits of the money duly authorized.  Any balance remaining in the fund must continue without lapse from year to year and remain available only for the purpose purposes for which the fund is established and for no other purpose.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_7e8953ff_b4fb_4e94_81e5_cc8716e]2.  Money Prohibited expenditures.  Money in the Lake Restoration and Protection Fund may not be used The commissioner may not use money in the fund to pay costs for projects in or on lakes for which public access is not provided.
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_fefef6f9_d881_4c25_9cc5_5cf178d][bookmark: _PAR__2_610514cb_afc3_4bca_b4dd_63e1dcf5]3.  Intensive staffing program Staffing support.  The commissioner shall establish an intensive staffing program to provide adequate staffing at both the state and regional levels.  The commissioner shall provide technical information and guidance and the regional agencies shall assist with the adoption of revised comprehensive plans, standards and local ordinances by local governments may use money in the fund for state, regional or local staffing to support administration and implementation of activities authorized under this section.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_0682a0ae_d72b_4f43_bbde_7d52da07]4.  Public education program.  The commissioner shall may use money in the fund to develop a coordinated public education program for school children involving extensive use of the media.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_17ceb1dc_2752_4698_b1ff_519964a1]5.  Research.  The commissioner shall encourage internal research focused on the following statewide topics:
[bookmark: _PAR__5_9788bbeb_2005_423f_a1d9_c40ce6fa]A.  Lake vulnerability, particularly as it relates to noncultural features of the watershed;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_6b056a73_7981_4962_87d9_dd4cb9eb]B.  The effectiveness and design of the best management practices to control phosphorous pollution; and
[bookmark: _PAR__7_03fb41f1_d436_4f23_954c_f7db7eff]C.  New lake and watershed diagnostic tools.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_e38607c2_34e3_4edc_bcba_d362f43c]6.  Research.  The commissioner may use money in the fund to conduct internal or external assessments and research focused on lake water quality restoration or protection.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_b41f0521_2adb_499b_bc9b_7224a9c7]Sec. 2. Transfers from General Fund unappropriated surplus. The State Controller shall transfer $1,000,000 on or before June 30, 2024 and $1,500,000 on or before June 30, 2025 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the Department of Environmental Protection, Lake Water Quality Restoration and Protection Fund, Other Special Revenue Funds account to provide payments to help fund costs related to eligible projects in the State that improve or maintain the quality of lake waters in the State and for other authorized purposes in accordance with the provisions of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 480-N.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_768162ca_3286_4d1a_9467_76c9ea8]Sec. 3.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_066e8177_af63_45d1_a01c_bf23494]ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, DEPARTMENT OF
[bookmark: _PAR__12_c9013d0c_dbce_4fad_bf54_89330cd]Lake Water Quality Restoration and Protection Fund  N422
[bookmark: _PAR__13_17149dbd_03c3_410b_97d8_11f0bde]Initiative: Provides ongoing allocations to allow for expenditures regarding projects that meet specific criteria and improve or maintain the quality of lake waters in the State.
	[bookmark: _PAR__14_e8678c04_039b_4792_acff_a5c7889][bookmark: _LINE__33_fabdc9ba_1c4a_4914_b1d5_3e01d9]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__33_9699de67_3b47_4e15_a6c6_4797d9]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__33_f11154e9_61d6_4959_a27b_c40639]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__34_e7226675_ea2d_4906_869c_ed60a9]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__34_6fbc009b_9aff_4767_9223_4a9eda]$1,000,000
	[bookmark: _LINE__34_4e0c6ab0_a877_4082_a002_e6dcc8]$1,500,000

	[bookmark: _LINE__35_c6e97a99_961f_4d79_a289_18192f] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__35_768226a3_1f1c_4209_976d_8dbd8e]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__35_587b8945_275c_465c_add9_a01a4e]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__36_056423e5_26f7_4031_9fb6_1a491c]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_964dd0bc_1952_4dc9_9064_d4862b]$1,000,000
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_302e5441_68ba_4f91_8d91_ec6d3e]$1,500,000


[bookmark: _PAR__15_71f33356_0bd2_477a_b55c_d47de90]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__d5d318ed_4c62_47fa_9753_20][bookmark: _PAR__16_8b728034_447f_4d46_9100_2286b47]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__09b6ae01_bf89_4db0_9168_82a699][bookmark: _PAGE__3_73baf869_955c_415f_8d94_360c382][bookmark: _PAR__2_c94139a6_857b_4b73_aa7c_d231bc97]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__3_896f3b19_3e7b_4840_810a_dffc8a14]This amendment replaces the bill and incorporates a number of changes and clarifications to the Lake Restoration and Protection Fund under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 480-N, including changing the name of the fund to the Lake Water Quality Restoration and Protection Fund, clarifying the types of projects that are eligible for 100% payment of eligible costs under the fund and the scope of fund expenditures not related to those projects. The amendment also provides allocations of $1,000,000 in fiscal year 2023-24 and $1,500,000 in fiscal year 2024-25 to help pay costs related to projects that improve or maintain the quality of lake waters.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__745c2804_b5be_46d][bookmark: _PAR__4_db4ef832_d2c4_419e_a82e_e306b063]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__5_3b465bff_13f0_49be_9775_40257c17](See attached)
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