132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Establish the Maine Data Center Coordination Council and Place a Temporary Limitation on Certain Data Centers
L.D. 307
An Act Regarding Energy, Utilities and Technology
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__c333e3a3_7b5c_4385_9d59_2b][bookmark: _PAGE__1_93438ecf_26e2_4240_ae08_e0e29da][bookmark: _PAR__2_d88c86e7_a2a5_48fe_9f78_67c03d72]L.D. 307
[bookmark: _PAR__3_d9134ff3_6860_43b6_ad4c_352d33dc]Date:	(Filing No. H-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_4ffc345d_a040_4529_9865_bc166614]ENERGY, UTILITIES AND TECHNOLOGY 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_dd1cdeda_cdb0_4300_9c03_06edc6a3]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_cebfc756_c786_4ff3_9dea_4ba0557a]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_484af44b_03f2_499f_b87d_4f7d2a0e]HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
[bookmark: _PAR__8_d5f29a77_725d_4d4f_896b_4473cece]132ND LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_e2891225_e637_4c85_96de_5499aec8]SECOND REGULAR SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_cae52327_549d_4b88_8833_36964b5]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 207, L.D. 307, “An Act Regarding Energy, Utilities and Technology”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__a21ad8eb_9c66_4c83_95ea_6e][bookmark: _PAR__11_e7f044af_9b3e_4ac1_9393_7d91b30]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_f7c3ac64_01e0_4b46_b812_6b2f4c9]'An Act to Establish the Maine Data Center Coordination Council and Place a Temporary Limitation on Certain Data Centers'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__785eae90_8016_47f0_851a_de][bookmark: _PAR__13_1dcd3334_9cf2_41c9_8114_522dedd]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_72565492_8e81_439e_bb4a_342b041]'Sec. 1.  Temporary limitation on certain data centers.  Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, prior to November 1, 2027, a municipality, a quasi-independent state entity or any agency of the State may not accept an application for or issue a permit, certificate or other approval for the development, construction or operation of a data center with a load of 20 megawatts or more. For the purposes of this section, "data center" means any facility in the State, which may be a freestanding structure or a facility within a larger structure, that primarily contains electronic equipment used to process, store and transmit digital information that uses environmental control equipment to maintain the proper conditions for the operation of electronic equipment.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_abb99557_fe9d_4499_bfcf_b49c51a]This section is repealed November 1, 2027.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_f6c8ce9b_ad5b_46d0_97e3_1e11770]Sec. 2.  Establishment of Maine Data Center Coordination Council.  The Department of Energy Resources shall convene the Maine Data Center Coordination Council, referred to in this legislation as "the council," to provide strategic input, facilitate coordinated state planning considerations and evaluate policy tools to address data center opportunities and related benefits and risks to the State. For the purposes of this section, "data center" means any facility in the State, which may be a freestanding structure or a facility within a larger structure, that primarily contains electronic equipment used to process, store and transmit digital information that uses environmental control equipment to maintain the proper conditions for the operation of electronic equipment.
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_537101d6_a276_4d85_97b1_d38aa66][bookmark: _PAR__2_fb925798_3228_4847_9e83_24cc40b4]1.  The council shall evaluate issues related to data centers located or proposed to be located in the State, with the goals of protecting ratepayers, maintaining electric grid reliability, minimizing environmental impacts and enabling responsible and appropriately sited economic development. In conducting its evaluation, the council shall consider the State's policy goals related to renewable energy in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3210, greenhouse gas reduction objectives, including those in Title 38, section 576‑A, goals for broadband service established in Title 35-A, section 9202-A, the state economic development strategy and the legislative findings described in Title 38, section 480-A. In carrying out its work, the council shall:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_f0219588_72b6_48b9_ad31_e5a7be04]A.  Review and consider legislation related to data centers that has been considered or adopted in other states;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_759e41ca_99a7_4be4_bce1_8c15623c]B.  Evaluate projections of electric load growth, infrastructure needs and system reliability and resource adequacy impacts associated with data centers in the State and the ISO-New England region;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_c5caba21_3f07_415f_9405_368a91d3]C.  Identify strategies to protect ratepayers from rate inflation or negative financial effects resulting from data centers, including, but not limited to, cost allocation approaches, rate design changes, impact fees, efficiency standards, energy supply obligations and demand response and load flexibility during periods of high demand or grid emergencies;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_27dd704b_a2b8_4ab2_b6c4_0ddc9c35]D.  Review applicability of existing state programs and financial tools to data centers; 
[bookmark: _PAR__7_9adb7f8c_5bcb_46a1_84ec_abae8ee4]E.  Assess potential environmental and natural resource impacts, including, but not limited to, water use, emissions, land use and other impacts on host communities, and identify strategies to minimize adverse impacts;
[bookmark: _PAR__8_3a40b260_12e3_4896_9ffb_19031ec6]F.  Consider data-sharing requirements and processes for proposed data centers, including use of nondisclosure agreements and identify information essential to grid operators, electric utilities, state agencies and policy makers regarding electric load, peak demand, water use and other operational characteristics necessary to inform state and local planning;
[bookmark: _PAR__9_96428409_8e7c_4cda_80c0_977b401f]G.  Offer guidance to assist municipalities in assessing potential data center impacts and benefits, including the use of community benefit agreements; and
[bookmark: _PAR__10_22ce06cd_ccf7_47a4_a9f3_e67faea]H.  Develop recommendations to clarify roles, responsibilities, information-sharing practices and timelines among state agencies, utilities, municipalities and other governmental entities to support coordinated, timely and well-informed responses to data center development inquiries.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_efd3d364_701a_4a85_b6ea_e970b68]2.  The Commissioner of Energy Resources or the commissioner's designee shall serve as chair of the council. The council must include the following additional 13 members:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_458c0ebe_673f_4536_bb1e_cdf82eb]A.  The Director of the Maine Office of Community Affairs or the director's designee;
[bookmark: _PAR__13_5fa1d67c_59d8_4ce3_aa10_b35f091]B.  The Commissioner of Economic and Community Development or the commissioner's designee;
[bookmark: _PAR__14_19e8ea70_52a8_473d_b7cc_7ac178c]C.  The Public Advocate or the Public Advocate's designee;
[bookmark: _PAR__15_df7bccd3_34bf_458e_aa29_54fe455]D.  The chair of the Public Utilities Commission or the chair's designee;
[bookmark: _PAR__16_3c89e472_f927_43b7_854d_bfebe61]E.  The president of the Maine Connectivity Authority or the president's designee;
[bookmark: _PAGE__3_3a6ea5e2_4285_4b7c_95de_759c5c5][bookmark: _PAR__2_26e6f4e4_15b3_4825_8f4b_71b0df46]F.  The Commissioner of Environmental Protection or the commissioner's designee;
[bookmark: _PAR__3_29d08ba2_427e_41b7_b320_45914cc2]G.  A representative of the Maine Municipal Association appointed by the Commissioner of Energy Resources;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_796257c4_24a7_4417_a1c5_5cdeb469]H.  The executive director of the Wabanaki Alliance or the executive director's designee;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_bf22942a_6948_4609_800c_3f68831b]I.  One representative each from the 2 investor-owned transmission and distribution utilities in the State and one representative of the interests of cooperative and municipally owned utilities in the State appointed by the Commissioner of Energy Resources; 
[bookmark: _PAR__6_187829d4_1855_41b7_bfa3_f8eeb450]J.  One representative of an environmental advocacy organization appointed by the Commissioner of Energy Resources; and
[bookmark: _PAR__7_aa662cf8_78f1_4246_a61e_8c13685b]K.  One representative of a labor organization appointed by the Commissioner of Energy Resources.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_77aa0a28_fe58_43fa_89f8_cd681a78]The Commissioner of Energy Resources or the commissioner's designee may invite additional agency representatives, experts or stakeholders to provide comment or provide assistance to the council as the commissioner determines appropriate to address technical, economic and environmental factors of data center development.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_3036088a_8909_423a_8f43_051da4d5]3.  The council shall hold at least 5 meetings. The council shall provide an opportunity for public comment on the council's draft findings prior to submitting the final strategy report described in subsection 4.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_a4494647_49dc_490a_bece_792f748]4.  By February 1, 2027, the council shall submit a final strategy report with the findings of its evaluation and any recommendations, including any proposed legislation, to the Governor and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over energy matters. The committee may report out a bill related to the report to the 133rd Legislature in 2027.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_9c69b8e0_db7d_455f_877f_44bf324]Sec. 3.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_c1282267_17f9_4e48_86b4_36558c0]ENERGY RESOURCES, DEPARTMENT OF
[bookmark: _PAR__13_17341b1a_9465_490c_85ce_d8a7a9e]Department of Energy Resources Z424
[bookmark: _PAR__14_39e8b9cf_511f_455f_bc68_e0b47a2]Initiative: Provides one-time funding for contracted technical and facilitation support for the Maine Data Center Coordination Council.
	[bookmark: _PAR__15_0028f194_1b94_468f_9eef_ed8464e][bookmark: _LINE__32_f83322d2_8f53_4661_897d_098f80]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_882ac0c4_26dd_41de_b377_56ab2c]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_70eb3180_c3a8_42b9_9000_514da2]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__33_1e52c3d3_d004_4eea_9d15_b8aa48]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__33_05181e6c_96db_4690_b5b7_d58d49]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__33_410addd4_d889_4ca6_a63f_3011ea]$95,000

	[bookmark: _LINE__34_c86d0803_05ee_4ec1_abd2_136e85] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__34_d626dba3_29bf_405b_bed3_db4870]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__34_a20f182a_082c_4c22_b4b7_31f1d3]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__35_e2140809_eaec_4515_9d18_163e94]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__35_384aa0a7_620d_40ad_80c2_1f0594]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__35_b0119041_bb78_48a3_91cf_c574b1]$95,000


[bookmark: _PAR__16_9a8d3aa9_efbd_4f95_bbab_8be3551]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__b9fbd9da_c5c4_4a16_b264_df][bookmark: _PAR__17_a6cfa3f8_2a1c_47d5_8515_511d45f]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__18dbd732_b746_46d3_a3c0_6533a9][bookmark: _PAGE__4_346595e0_87f0_418c_8ab1_cd923af][bookmark: _PAR__2_67ed1c62_3285_477e_8cf6_d1878997]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__3_fe3767ad_4243_4150_aed4_9217ef8e]This amendment replaces the bill, which is a concept draft, and changes the title. It requires the Department of Energy Resources to convene the Maine Data Center Coordination Council to provide strategic input, facilitate coordinated state planning considerations and evaluate policy tools to address data center opportunities and related benefits and risks to the State. By February 1, 2027, the council is required to submit a final strategy report, including the findings of its evaluation and recommendations, to the Governor and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over energy matters. The amendment also prohibits a municipality, a quasi-independent state entity or any agency of the State, prior to November 1, 2027, from accepting an application for or issuing a permit, certificate or other approval for the development, construction or operation of a data center with a load of 20 megawatts or more.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__b7d2ee7c_4c4e_4e5][bookmark: _PAR__4_6f1b651d_f416_44b2_992a_e1e5b877]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__5_c18f221c_c6fb_44eb_84ea_7adfb40f](See attached)
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