130th Maine Legislature
An Act To Support the Continued Access to Solar Energy and Battery Storage by Maine Homes and Businesses
L.D. 1100
An Act To Support the Continued Access to Solar Energy and Battery Storage by Maine Homes and Businesses
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__0e11c758_ad4a_45fa_b319_70][bookmark: _PAGE__1_440d32e1_2169_429a_b3f2_3212caf][bookmark: _PAR__2_6d1986d3_9e20_473e_af4d_3b8c8982]L.D. 1100
[bookmark: _PAR__3_4abf97a0_f3c9_4b56_85e5_471c7d02]Date:	(Filing No. S-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_d9ba0845_48ac_42a1_b423_a919db60]ENERGY, UTILITIES AND TECHNOLOGY 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_841085db_d960_433a_8aec_d07d4fef]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_2b6e9098_f5e4_48a2_8424_66e56e99]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_eda9ca8d_f224_4ac6_bd0e_c9f9024f]SENATE
[bookmark: _PAR__8_d7508977_a1d5_4032_a24b_4f931037]130TH LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_416d5435_c5b7_4e01_be93_08c2cfe3]FIRST SPECIAL SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_26bb2393_ab09_401c_9976_d3bceec]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 361, L.D. 1100, “An Act To Support the Continued Access to Solar Energy and Battery Storage by Maine Homes and Businesses”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__a3f22d12_3792_4484_9bf7_1a][bookmark: _PAR__11_00d2e9f4_f2ce_49b1_9a0f_9abaaa4]Amend the bill by striking out all of section 2 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_b61df059_34c9_4f6a_baea_f07e6f5]'Sec. 2.  Solar energy resources interconnection evaluation.  The Public Utilities Commission shall contract with an expert to evaluate near-term reforms to the State's standards, practices and procedures related to the interconnection of renewable capacity resources as defined in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3210-C, subsection 1, paragraph E using solar power to investor-owned transmission and distribution utilities to:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_1c8a8271_da86_4aef_9bfe_eaf75b0]1.  Ensure that the timelines and requirements for interconnection do not unduly limit the ability of residential and nonresidential customers to install on-site solar energy generation and battery storage systems to offset a customer's electrical consumption and that interconnection costs for these customers are limited to interconnection facility upgrades and do not include the cost of distribution upgrades; 
[bookmark: _PAR__14_5cd38be2_7942_4f92_a3a2_802f89d]2.  Improve the transparency of interconnection screens and upgrades for customer-sited generation; and
[bookmark: _PAR__15_87081ca2_7c02_48d4_9b72_aa4f996]3. Ensure that dispute resolution processes for residential and nonresidential interconnection customers are fair and efficient and do not place a disproportionate burden of technical expertise and cost on these customers. 
[bookmark: _PAR__16_4081bd51_8bea_4d1d_b922_b094da8]Within 6 months of the effective date of this Act, the commission shall conduct a proceeding and issue an order relating to the near-term reforms identified in the evaluation conducted under this section.  Within one year of the effective date of this Act, the commission shall determine and adopt cost allocation methods for interconnection studies and upgrades that ensure on-site solar energy generators do not bear prohibitive costs for their projects to be studied by investor-owned transmission and distribution utilities and to be interconnected to the State's distribution system.
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__1d181c83_e224_4cda_a52b_cc][bookmark: _PAGE__2_84d668a4_d88d_45bd_b113_326d518][bookmark: _PAR__2_a9f2ebc2_27f1_4876_8c16_86839dc3]Sec. 3.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_254a4fd1_2463_45d5_9149_516d8f4f]PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
[bookmark: _PAR__4_189217d7_5797_4aea_9f08_70b7d431]Public Utilities - Administrative Division 0184
[bookmark: _PAR__5_62c5beb4_d7e8_4d3f_a179_fdc96340]Initiative: Provides an allocation for contracted services for a solar resources interconnection evaluation.
	[bookmark: _PAR__6_ffbdc943_05c7_48db_84fa_ca59a3e0][bookmark: _LINE__7_f905e76b_694b_4467_b974_3542059]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_406df822_e35e_4d7a_9ebf_1028b1a]2021-22
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_ba22db87_3986_4b7d_bf13_62e2ea7]2022-23

	[bookmark: _LINE__8_adeb72b3_0d3b_4ba5_a75b_b1b2c79]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__8_47e46455_f1a4_4b34_aca4_d5e4533]$254,693
	[bookmark: _LINE__8_72193745_5a00_4fe3_a3bf_3cc350f]$0

	[bookmark: _LINE__9_c993fcd9_f08e_4162_ad79_e769e28] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_4e213397_93b0_46f3_8648_a50c503]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_997f2583_cebd_4b6c_9cd0_54c7332]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__10_7e3a18f9_d090_4959_b98d_c3e332]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__10_358ffdcc_f402_4829_a67b_48dde0]$254,693
	[bookmark: _LINE__10_86f08f2e_d3a1_4df3_9388_eb72e6]$0


[bookmark: _PAR__7_5e6fbab0_a795_46a4_ae94_9d90e40c]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__c1596b76_adc7_48df_bf98_66][bookmark: _PAR__8_3ec3dd5b_8a2f_49a0_963b_6893573d]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__11677235_bbb2_47de_a831_c382ab][bookmark: _PAR__9_2b818e63_3476_4604_86b3_c0654b21]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__10_b8eb97c9_c725_4726_907e_bf4d9c2]This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, makes a number of changes to the evaluation of near-term reforms to the State's interconnection standards, practices and procedures related to renewable capacity resources using solar power that is directed in the bill to be conducted by an expert contracted by the Public Utilities Commission.  The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__f656040c_3bae_474][bookmark: _PAR__11_90fa0e3c_ed70_46ef_b75e_32d265a]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__12_81aef05c_6d57_4987_88c7_f1ec7dc](See attached)
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