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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 30-A MRSA 8831, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 623, &1, is amended to read:
§831. Committee established

There is established the York County Budget Advisory Committee, referred to in this
article as the "budget committee," to carry out the purposes of this article. As used in this
article, "county commissioners" means the county commissioners of York County and
"county" means York County.

Sec. 2. 30-A MRSA 8832, as amended by PL 2007, c. 663, 8§14, is further
amended to read:

§832. Membership

The budget committee consists of 45 10 voting members and one nonvoting member
selected as follows.

1. Municipal and public representatives. No later than 100 days before the end of
the county's fiscal year, elected municipal officials within each commissioner district
shall caucus and elect representatives to the budget committee from that district for terms
as provided in paragraph A. There must be 3 2 members from each commissioner
district, 2 one of whom are is an elected municipal officials-and-one-of-whom-is-a-public
representative official elected by the district caucus, and one of whom is a member of the
public who is not a municipal official and who is a resident of that district, appointed by
the county commissioner of that district. No more than one member may represent the
same municipality at a time.

A Members shal serve for 3-year terms—e*eept—that—mltrauy—eaeh—elstnet—eaueus

member—fer—a%—ye&r—tepm. Ifa commlttee member ceases to be a mun|C|paI offlcer or
official during the term of membership, the committee member shall resign the

membership and the next district caucus shall elect a qualified municipal officer or
official to fill the membership for the remainder of the unexpired term.

2. Legislative member. No later than 100 days before the end of the county's fiscal
year, the York County legislative delegation shall elect one of the delegation's members
to serve as a nonvoting member on the budget committee.

3. Committee chair. Fhe Each year, the budget committee shall select its own chair
each-year, who must be an appointed public member.

Sec. 3. 30-A MRSA 8833, sub-84, A, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 623, 81, is
amended to read:

A. The budget adopted by the budget committee may be changed only by a majority
unanimous vote of the county commlssmners &nd—a—ma,tenty—\,tete—et—&u—eleeteel
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Sec. 4. 30-A MRSA 8834, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 623, §1, is repealed and the
following enacted in its place:

8834. Interim budget

If the budget committee fails to submit a budget to the county commissioners within
30 days following the start of the fiscal year, the budget submitted by the commissioners
becomes the approved budget for the county. If a budget is not approved before the start
of a fiscal year, the county shall operate on an interim budget not to exceed that of the
previous fiscal year until a budget is finally adopted.

Sec. 5. 30-A MRSA 8837 is enacted to read:

8837. Budget amendments

The approved budget governs the expenditures of the county during the fiscal year.
Expenses may not be incurred in excess of those shown in the approved budget, but the
budget may be from time to time revised by the preparation of an amended budget by the
county commissioners. The amended budget takes effect when approved by the county
commissioners. A report of an amended budget must be transmitted by the county
commissioners to the State Auditor within 15 days of that approval.

Sec. 6. 30-A MRSA 8851, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, 82 and Pt. C,
8106 and amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, 888 and 10, is further
amended to read:

§851. Purpose

The purpose of this article is to establish in Waldo County a method of appropriating
money for county expenditures, according to a budget, which must first receive approval
of a budget committee. This article amends the statutory method in sections 2, 701 and
702 by transferring the authority of the Waldo County legislative delegation and the
Legislature to approve the Waldo County budget to a committee comprised of Waldo
County residents and municipal officials. This article applies only to Waldo County.

Sec. 7. 30-A MRSA 8853, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, 82 and Pt. C,
8106 and amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, 82; and c. 104, Pt. C, 888 and 10, is further
amended to read:

§853. Waldo County Budget Committee

In Waldo County there is established a the Waldo County Budget Advisory
Committee, referred to in this article as "the budget committee," to carry out the purposes
of this article.

1. Membership. The budget committee shal-eensist consists of 9 voting members,
3 members from each commissioner district selected as provided for in this sectien
subsection. The county commissioners shall serve on the committee in an advisory
capacity only and may not vote on any committee matters. Each year, the budget
committee shall select its own chair, who must be an appointed public member.
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In 1987, and thereafter, atteast no later than 90 days before the end of every fiscal year,
the members shak-be are elected by the following procedure.

A. The county commissioners shall notify all municipal officers in the county to
caucus by county commissioner districts at a specified date, time and place forthe
purpese-ef-nominating-at-least to elect under paragraph B one municipal officer and
one resident who is a members of the public and who is not a municipal officer from
each district as a-candidate-for members of the county budget committee;-execept-that
in-1987-at least 3-municipal officers shall- be nominated from-each-district. A county

commissioner shaII serve as nonvotlng moderator for his that commrssmner dlstrlcts

Each countv commissioner shall abbomt to the budget commlttee a member of the

public who is a resident of the commissioner's district.

B. The county commissioners shall have written ballots printed with the names of
those candidates seleeted—in to represent their districts under paragraph A. Each
commissioner district shal must require a separate ballot and each ballot shalt must
specify each candidate's full name and municipality and whether the candidate is an
elected municipal official or a member of the public. The county commissioners
shall distribute the appropriate ballots to each municipality within a commissioner
district. The municipal officers shall vote as a board for-one—budget-committee
member from the candidates on the ballot and return the ballot to the county
commissioners by a certain date, except that in 1987, the municipal officers shall vote
as a board for 3 budget committee members. The ballots shall must be counted at a
regular meeting of the county commissioners. Each vote shalbe is weighted
according to that municipality's population as a proportion of the district's total
population, except that se a municipality may not have more than one budget
committee member. The county commissioners shall notify each municipality, in
writing, of the results of the election and shall certify the results to the Secretary of
State.

2. Duties. The county budget committee shall review the budget estimates prepared
by the county commissioners and approve a final county budget.

3. Term of office. The term of office shal-be is 3 years, provided-that as long as a
budget committee member who is a municipal officer remains a municipal officer in the

mun|C|paI officer's mun|C|paI|ty—exeept—thaFef—these—eleeted—m—L987—ene4rem—eaeh

is a member of the publlc remains a member of the DUb|IC and a reS|dent of the public

member's municipality.

4. Vacancies. A vacancy occurring on the budget committee shall must be filled by
the committee for the balance of the unexpired term. The person appointed to fill the
vacant office must be a municipal officer from or a member of the public who is a
resident of the same municipality as the person vacating the office.
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5. Expenses. Members shall serve without compensation, but shall-be are
reimbursed from the county treasury for expenses lawfully incurred by them in the
performance of their duties.

Sec. 8. 30-A MRSA 8855, sub-84, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and
Pt. C, 8106 and amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, 82; and c. 104, Pt. C, 888 and 10, is
repealed and the following enacted in its place:

4. Adoption of budget. After the public hearing under subsection 3 is completed,
the budget committee shall adopt a final budget and transmit that budget to the county
commissioners. The budget adopted by the budget committee may be changed only by a
unanimous vote of the county commissioners.

Sec. 9. 30-A MRSA 8855, sub-85, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, 82 and
Pt. C, 8106 and amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, 8§88 and 10, is
repealed and the following enacted in its place:

5. Interim budget. If the budget committee fails to submit a budget to the county
commissioners within 30 days following the start of the fiscal year, the budget submitted
by the commissioners becomes the approved budget for the county. If a budget is not
approved before the start of a fiscal year, the county shall operate on an interim budget
not to exceed that of the previous fiscal year until a budget is finally adopted.

Sec. 10. 30-A MRSA 8856, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, 82 and Pt. C,
8106 and amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §82; and c. 104, Pt. C, 888 and 10, is further
amended to read:

§856. Budget amendments

The approved budget shall-gevern governs the expenditures of the county during the
fiscal year. No-expenses Expenses may not be incurred in excess of those shown in the
approved budget, but the budget may be revised from-time-te-time by the preparation and
submission of a proposed amended budget by the county commissioners to the budget

committee for review. The budget committee shall render—hot-less-than-15-calendar-days;
execept-in-emergeneies-nor submit to the county commissioners any recommendations no

more than 38 10 days after receipt of the submission-te-it—-a-decision-en-any-such revised
budget. An-approved A revised budget shall takes effect upon approval by the county
commissioners and must be transmitted to the State Auditor within 15 days of the budget
committee’saction budget's approval.

Sec. 11. Staggered terms. Notwithstanding the provisions of the Maine Revised
Statutes, Title 30-A, section 853, subsection 3, the terms of all members of the Waldo
County Budget Advisory Committee terminate upon the next election of the budget
committee under Title 30-A, section 853, subsection 1 held after the effective date of this
Act. Of the members elected at the first election of the budget committee under Title
30-A, section 853, subsection 1 held subsequent to the effective date of this Act, one from
each commissioner district must be elected for a term of 2 years and one from each
commissioner district must be elected for a term of one year.
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SUMMARY

This bill amends the county budget procedures for York County and Waldo County
in the following ways.

1. For York County, this bill renames the York County Budget Committee the York
County Budget Advisory Committee, requires 5 of the 10 voting members to be from the
public and requires its chair be an appointed public member. This bill also requires a
unanimous vote by the York County commissioners to amend the budget sent to them by
the York County Budget Advisory Committee, changes the provisions concerning interim
budgets and adds provisions concerning budget amendments.

2. For Waldo County, this bill renames the Waldo County Budget Committee the
Waldo County Budget Advisory Committee, requires 6 of the 9 voting members to be
from the public and requires its chair be an appointed public member. This bill also
requires a unanimous vote by the Waldo County commissioners to amend the budget sent
to them by the Waldo County Budget Advisory Committee, changes provisions
concerning interim budgets and amends the provisions concerning budget amendments.
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