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1 Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not 
2 become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and

3 Whereas, the expansion of solid waste landfills into freshwater wetlands can damage 
4 local aquifers, streams and rivers associated with those wetlands; and

5 Whereas, current law does not prohibit the Department of Environmental Protection 
6 from issuing permits and licenses for the expansion of solid waste landfills that will alter 
7 freshwater wetlands; and

8 Whereas, there is currently a solid waste landfill expansion under consideration that 
9 would fill a portion of a freshwater wetland; and

10 Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within 
11 the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as 
12 immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, 
13 therefore,
14 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

15 Sec. 1.  38 MRSA §480-X, sub-§1-A is enacted to read:
16 1-A.  Prohibition; solid waste landfill expansion.  The department may not issue a 
17 permit pursuant to this section for the altering of freshwater wetlands in connection with 
18 the expansion of a solid waste landfill as defined in section 1303-C, subsection 32.

19 Sec. 2.  38 MRSA §1310-N, sub-§1-B is enacted to read:
20 1-B.  Freshwater wetland alteration.  The department may not issue a license for the 
21 expansion of a solid waste landfill if it finds that the expansion will alter a freshwater 
22 wetland as defined in section 480-B, subsection 4.

23 Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation 
24 takes effect when approved.

25 SUMMARY
26 This bill prohibits the Department of Environmental Protection from issuing a permit 
27 under the Natural Resources Protection Act or a license under the solid waste management 
28 laws for the altering of freshwater wetlands in connection with the expansion of a solid 
29 waste landfill.
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