STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND NINETEEN

JOINT RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING MARCH 2019 AS
CHILDHOOD CANCER AWARENESS MONTH

WHEREAS, in the United States, 15,780 children under 21 years of age are diagnosed with
cancer every year and approximately 1/4 of them will not survive the disease; and

WHEREAS, the causes of pediatric cancer are still largely unknown and, though new
discoveries are resulting in new treatments, this disease continues to harm families and
communities with wounds that may never fully heal; and

WHEREAS, due to ongoing advances in research and treatment, the 5-year survival rate for
all childhood cancers has climbed from less than 50% to 80% over the past several decades; and

WHEREAS, researchers around the world continue to pioneer new therapies and explore the
root causes of the disease, driving progress that could provide cures or improved outcomes for
patients; and

WHEREAS, Childhood Cancer Awareness Month will put a spotlight on the survivorship
issues that children and families face, the types of cancer that largely affect children, recent gains
against the disease and challenges that still lie ahead and will help raise funds for research and
family support; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED: That We, the Members of the One Hundred and Twenty-ninth Legislature now
assembled in the First Regular Session, on behalf of the people we represent, take this
opportunity to proclaim March 2019 as Childhood Cancer Awareness Month and urge citizens of
the State to become informed about childhood cancer, including both the issues that are involved
and the progress that is being made.
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