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L.D. 1329

Date: (Filing No. H- )

ENERGY, UTILITIES AND TECHNOLOGY

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.

STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
127TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “ ” to H.P. 904, L.D. 1329, Bill, “An Act To
Maximize the Benefits of Renewable Energy in Maine”

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and before the
emergency clause and inserting the following:

'Sec. 1. 35-A MRSA §3402, as amended by PL 2009, c. 615, Pt. A, §2 and PL
2011, c. 682, §38, is further amended to read:

§3402. Legislative findings
The Legislature finds that it is in the public interest to explere-eppertunitiesfor-and

encourage access to and the development, where appropriate, of wind renewable energy

produetion—in—the—State in a manner that is consistent with all state and federal

environmental standards and that achieves reliable, cost-effective, sustainable energy

production en—these—sites—in—the—State—that—willattractinvestment—and—permit—the
development-of-viable—wind-energyprojeets. The Legislature finds that the access to

renewable energy resources and the development of the wind renewable energy potential

in—the—State needs to be integrated into the existing energy supply and transmission
systems in a way that achieves system reliability, total capital cost-effectiveness and

optlmum short term and long-term benefits to Malne people FheLegislature-findsitis

powered-entirely-by-wind-energy- The Legislature also finds it is in the public interest to
encourage wind renewable energy research and the development of wind renewable
energy generation equipment manufacturing facilities in the State.
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3. Energy efficiency for home heating and transportation. The Legislature finds

that conversion or replacement energy fuel sources for powering motor vehicles and for
heating well-insulated residential and commercial buildings may enhance energy
independence, reduce energy costs and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Sec. 2. 35-A MRSA §3460 is enacted to read:
§3460. Decommissioning plans

Decommissioning plans must be submitted to and approved by the department as a
condition of approval in all grid-scale wind energy development. The department shall
obtain a written guaranty in the form of a performance bond from a 3rd-party guarantor
that ensures sufficient funding of all decommissioning costs regardless of the point in
history of the development at which decommissioning becomes necessary, based on the
department's decommissioning standards in force at the time of application. The
department shall adopt rules to implement this section. These rules must include, at a
minimum, requirements for full funding for the removal of all components of the wind
energy development, vegetative restoration of the development area and maintenance of
public_safety and environmental protection during decommissioning. Rules adopted
pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375,

subchapter 2-A.

Sec. 3. Appropriations and allocations. The following appropriations and
allocations are made.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, DEPARTMENT OF
Land and Water Quality 0248

Initiative: Provides one-time funding for rule-making costs.

GENERAL FUND 2015-16 2016-17
All Other $2,500 $0
GENERAL FUND TOTAL $2,500 $0
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SUMMARY

This amendment is the minority report of the committee. This amendment replaces
the bill. Like the bill, this amendment modifies the legislative findings of the Maine Wind
Energy Act to expand the scope to include other renewable energy sources, not just wind.
Like the bill, this amendment provides in the legislative findings of the Maine Wind
Energy Act that conversion or replacement energy fuel sources for powering motor
vehicles and for heating well-insulated residential and commercial buildings may enhance
energy independence, reduce energy costs and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. This
amendment removes the provision of the legislative findings of the Maine Wind Energy
Act that addresses the need for modification of regulatory process for siting wind energy
developments.

This amendment, like the bill, requires grid-scale wind energy developers to file
decommissioning plans and to provide a performance bond to guarantee the funding for
decommissioning. This amendment requires the Department of Environmental Protection
to adopt routine technical rules related to the decommissioning of grid-scale wind energy
development. The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section.

FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
(See attached)
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