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STATE OF MAINE 

_____ 

In House__________ 

WHEREAS, it appears to the House of Representatives of the 125th Legislature that the 

following are important questions of law and that this is a solemn occasion; and 

WHEREAS, the Constitution of Maine, Article VI, Section 3 provides for the Justices of the 

Supreme Judicial Court to render their opinion on these questions; and 

WHEREAS, there is a question within the House of Representatives as to what activities 

constitute engaging in trade or commerce within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine, 

Article V, Part Third, Section 3; now, therefore, be it 

ORDERED, that, in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution of Maine, the House 

of Representatives respectfully requests the Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court to give the 

House of Representatives their opinion on the following questions of law: 

Question 1.  Does mere ownership of business interests or stock by the Treasurer of State 

constitute engaging in any business of trade or commerce, or as a broker, or as an agent or factor 

for any merchant or trader as such terms are used in the Constitution of Maine, Article V, Part 

Third, Section 3? 

Question 2.  If the answer to Question 1 is in the affirmative, would the Treasurer of State be 

engaged in any business of trade or commerce, or as a broker, or as an agent or factor for any 

merchant or trader if the Treasurer of State did not manage or involve himself in the day-to-day 

activities of such business interests or stock? 

Question 3.  If it is determined that the Treasurer of State has engaged in any business of 

trade or commerce, or as a broker, or as an agent or factor for any merchant or trader, does that 

finding affect or have an impact on the validity of the actions taken by the Treasurer of State in 

the performance of his official duties as used in the Constitution of Maine, Article V, Part Third, 

Section 3? 

SPONSORED BY: ___________________________________ 

(Representative CURTIS) 

TOWN: Madison 

 


