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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 1 

Sec. 1.  32 MRSA §4851, as enacted by PL 1975, c. 477, §4, is amended to read: 2 

§4851.  Legislative findings 3 

The Legislature finds and declares that the public health, safety and welfare of the 4 

State of Maine requires the exercise of the police powers of this State to safeguard the 5 

people of Maine from incompetent, dishonest or unprincipled practitioners of veterinary 6 

medicine by ensuring the delivery of competent veterinary medical care and further that 7 

the right to practice veterinary medicine is a privilege conferred by legislative grant to 8 
persons possessed of personal and professional qualifications specified in this chapter. 9 

Sec. 2.  32 MRSA §4853, sub-§1-A, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 404, Pt. A, §3, is 10 

amended to read: 11 

1-A.  Veterinary assistant.  "Animal health assistant" "Veterinary assistant" means a 12 

person employed in a veterinary facility to assist a licensed veterinarian or a licensed 13 

veterinary technician, but who has neither had the formal training required for licensure 14 
nor passed the required examination for licensure as a veterinary technician. 15 

Sec. 3.  32 MRSA §4853, sub-§4-A, as amended by PL 1997, c. 246, §3, is 16 

further amended to read: 17 

4-A.  Direct supervision.  "Direct supervision" means any time when a supervisor is 18 

on the premises or and is quickly and easily available. 19 

Sec. 4.  32 MRSA §4853, sub-§4-B, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 404, Pt. A, §5, is 20 
further amended to read: 21 

4-B.  Indirect supervision.  "Indirect supervision" means any time when a supervisor 22 

is not on the premises, but that supervisor has issued written or oral instructions 23 

pertaining to the treatment of animal patients is available for consultation on patient care. 24 

Sec. 5.  32 MRSA §4853, sub-§5-A is enacted to read: 25 

5-A.  Patient.  "Patient" means an animal or group of animals examined or treated by 26 

a veterinarian. 27 

Sec. 6.  32 MRSA §4853, sub-§7, as repealed and replaced by PL 1997, c. 246, 28 
§4, is amended to read: 29 

7.  Practice of veterinary medicine.  "Practice of veterinary medicine" means: 30 

A.  The diagnosis, treatment, correction, change, relief or prevention of animal 31 

disease, deformity, defect, injury or other physical or mental condition, including the 32 

prescription or administration of a drug, medicine, biologic, apparatus, application, 33 

anesthetic or other imaging, therapeutic or diagnostic technique or nutritional 34 

substance or technique on, for or to any animal, including, but not limited to, 35 

acupuncture, dentistry, homeopathic or chiropractic procedures, physical or massage 36 




